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A N § W E R

TO THE

BISHOP of LONDON’s

tasT

PASTORAL LETTER

JI] I.ord,

Need make no apology for tfoubling jour Lordhip with

I this. As your Lordthip was pleafed to make ine the chief

fubje& matter of your laff Paftoral Letter, I chink it my
duty to anfwer in the beft manner I can.

Your Lordfhip is highly to be commended, for the taré
you have taken in watching over the fouls of thoft, who are
committed to your Lordfhip’s eharge. Lukewsrmnefs and
enthufiafm, are the two rocks againft whieh even well-mean<
ing people are in danger of fplitting.  All ought to be thank-
ful to that pilot, who will teach them to fteer a fafe and mid-
dle courfe. I would gladly hope, that ¢ a zeal for Gon
in the difcharge of your duty, and a hearty concern for the
fafety of fouls,” moved your Lordfhip to write. Thefe are
the principles, I truft, which now excite me, to dire& this
anfwer to your Lordfhip. And; bleffed be Gop,.that I can
write with fomewhat of that love and meeknefs, which be-
comes a difciple of Jesus CHRisT, and with all that bumi<
lity and reverence, which is duc from a prefbyter to a bifhop
of the church of Gob.

A3 ' Lukee
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Lukewarmnefs and enthufiafm, my Lord, are cert:tinl) the
bane of true chriftianity. I thank your Lordthip again for
jour kind. cautions againft them. The only query is, ¢ Whes
ther there was any occafioa for your Lordfhip’s warning the -
people of your diocefe, againft running into either of thefe
extremes, upon account of any thing, I have either {poken
or written ?” Your Lordfhip thinks there was,. and quotés
paffages out of my Journa) to _prove it; if it can be proved,
I will afk public pardon, both of your Lordfhip and them,
with all my heart.

As for your Lordfhip’s cautions againft lukewarmnefs, T am.
not much concerred’it them: You do not feem to point at
me in particular ; unlefs it is, where your Lordfhip (pag. 10.)
informs your people, ¢ That a diligent attendance oh the
duties of the ftation whereia Providence has placed them, is, in
the firicteft fenfe, the ferving of Gop.” None but thisfe, whd
condemn me unheard, can juftly charge me with affirming to
the contrary.

However, 1 beg leave to obferve, that your Lordfhip,
(p. 8.) calls that a very imperfe& flate of chriftianity, which
is no: flate of chriftianity at all. St. Paal, writing to-the Cse
rinthians,: 2 Cor. chap. xiii. ver. g, fays, ¢ Examine your-
felves; whether ye be in the faith; prove your ownfelves.”
And that they might have a certain rule, whereby to judge

“whother :they were in the faith, truly fo called, or mot; he
immediatelyiadds, ¢ Know ye not your ownfelves, how that
CHRIST JESUS i§ in you, except:-ye be reprobates?” 8o that,’
aceording to St. Pani’s rule, ¢ He that finds, he has hitherto
conterted himfelf with a. bare bedily attendance upon the’
" public worfhip of Gop, and with following his daily employ-:
‘meni® on other-days, and with abflaining from the more grofs
and notoricus aéts of fin, and from doing any hurt or injury’
to'his neighbour, and has refted’ finally upon thefe, as the
whole of what chriftianity requires of him;” is fo far from
being in a very lmporf‘e& ftate, as your Lordfhip is pleafed to
affirm, pag. 8. that he is in ro ftate of chriftinhity at alls
No, my Lord, he is a reprodate, or,"one who at prefent is éut’
of a ftate of falvation, nor can he ever have ahy bffurance
that he is in a ftate of falvation, till he knows fhit Jesu#
Culus'r is in him, by the mdwellmg of his Holy Spirit. If
I have
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I have miftaken your Lordthip’s e»ptcﬁion; 1 will freely beg
your Lordthip’s pardonz

Another thing, my Lord, to me feems darkly exprefled, in
pag. 18. (let not your Lordthip be angry, for indeed 1 will
endeavour to fpeak with all gentlenefs and humility) : your
Lordthip’s words are thefe: ¢ Nor need they any other eviz
dence befides thofe gead difpofitions they find in their hearts;
that the Holy Spirit of GOD co-operates with their honeft en-
deavours to fubdue fin and grow in goodnefs,” If by good
difpofitions, your Lordfhip only means good inclinations or
defires, I deny that to be a fufficient evidence, that the Spirit
of Gop co-operates with their honeft endeavours to fubdud
fir and grow in goodnefs. [For there is a great difference be-

tween good defires and good habits: many have one, whg -

never attain the other. Many have good defires to fubdue fin;
and yet, refting in thofe good defires, fin has always had do-
minion over them. A perfon fick of a fever may defire to be
in health, but that defire is not health itfelf. In like manner;
- many have good difpofitions, or defires to be good, but that is
not goodnefs itfelf. And confequently men need more evidence
than good difpefitions, to prove to themfelves or others,
s that the Holy Spirit of Gob co-operates with their lioneft
endeavours to fubdue fin.” If by good difpofitions, your
Leordthip means good habits wrought in the heart by the Spi-
rit of Gop, fuch as peace love, joy; long-fulfering, goodnefs;
truth, &c. I then agree a man needs no other evidence : fof
thefe are the proper and genuine fruits of the Spirit itfelf.
Your Lordthip immediately adds, ¢ Nor that; perfevering
in their courfe, and praying to Gob for his affiftance; and re-
lying upon the merits of CHRIsT for the pardon of all fuch
fins, failings, and imperfeétions, as are inore or lefs unavdid-
able in this mortal ftate.” I beg leave to afk your Lord(hip,
whether this does not favour too muth of the common divinity;
That we are to do fomething for ourfelves: or, in °th°§
words; that we have partly a righteoufnefs of our own, aon
that Jesus CHRIST is to make up the deficiencies of that
tighteoufirefs ?  What elfe can your Lordﬂnp mean, by fay-
ing; That we muft rely on the merits of CHRIST for the
pardon of  all fuch fins as are more or lefs unavoidable int
thu mortal ftate?” Did Jesus CurisT come into the world,
A 4 . e my
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wy Lord, only to fave us from the guilt of fuch fins, as are
more or lefs unavoidable in this mortad ftate? The fcriptures
every where affirm, that man hath no righteoufnefs of his
own, * That there is none righteous, no not one y—that all
our righteoufne(s is as filthy rags;” and that Jzsus CHrist.
died, not only to fave us from the guilt of all fuch fins, fail-
ings, and infirmities, as are more or lefs unavoidable in this
mortal ftate, but from a)l wilful fins, and alfo from that ori-
ginal corruption, which every man naturally engendered of the
offspring of Adam, brings into the world with him. I hope
{ have not mifunderftood, or overftrained your Lordfhip’s ex-
preflioa.

I come now to your Lordthip’s cantwn againft cmbuﬁafm.
- For that, I fuppofe, your Lordfhip intended more particularly
agamﬁ me.

And here, my Lord, I beg leave to obfetve, That, in my
oplmon, your Lordfhnp has by no means been clear enough
in your definition of the word enthufiafm.

According to the fair rules of writing, was it not firft i ina
cumbent en your Lordfhip to fhew, that the word emhufiaft
had a good as,well as a bad meaning : that it fignifies no more
than g perfon in God, and confequently every chriftian, in the
proper fenfe of the word, is an enthufiaft ? For St. Peter
writes, ¢ That to us are given exceeding great and precious
promnfes, that by thefe we might be partakers of the divine
nature.”

And our church fays, ¢ If we receive the {acrament wor-
thily, we are one with CHRIsT, and CHRIsT with us: we

" dwell in CuRrisT, and CHRIsT in us.” For which fhe has
fufficient warrant from our LoRD’s prayer, Fobu xvii. 20, &c.
¢ Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them alfo which
fhall believe on me through their word ; that they all may be
one, as thou, Father, ast in me, and I in thee, that they alfo
may be one in us, I in them, and they in me, that they may
%c made perfe@ in one: that the love wherewith thou haft
lJoved me, may be in them, and I in them.”

But indeed your Lordthip’s definition of enthufiafm,
when examined, does not convey any ill idea at all, ¢¢ En-
thufiafm, is a ftrong perfuafion on the mind, that they
are guided in ap extraordinary manner, by immediate impulfes
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end impreflions of the Spirit of Gop.” Had your Lordthip -
faid, a ftrong but groundlefs perfuafion, that they arc guided in

an extraordinary manner, it would have been to your Lord-

fhip’s purpofe. But to affirm, without any reftrition, that

a ftrong perfuafion that we are guided in an extraordinary’
manner by immediate impulfes, is enthufiafm in the worft

fenfe of the word, when your Lordfhip yourfelf fays, (p. 54.)

¢ There is no doubt, but Gop, when he pleafes, can work

upon the minds of men by extraordinary influences,” to me

feems a little inconfiftent,

- Your Lordfhip proceeds thus: ¢ And this is owing chiefly
to the want of diftinguithing aright between the ordinary and
extraordinary operations of the Holy Spirit. The extraordi-
nary operations were thofe, by which the apoftles and athers,
who were entrufted with the firft propagation of the gofpel,.
were enabled to work miracles, and fpeak with tongues, in
teftimony, that their miffion and do&rine were from Gop.”

I fuppofe, by extraordinary operations, your Lordfhip
means the fame as being guided in an extraordinary manner,
juft above. And if fo, according to your Lordfhip’s own de-
finition, I am no enthufiaft. For I never did pretend to thefe
extraordinary operations of working miracles, or fpeaking
with tongues, in teftimony that my miffion and do&rine were
from Gobp ; I only lay claim to the ordinary gifts'and in-
fluences of the Spisit, which your Lordthip (pag. 20.) fays,
¢ Still continue :” and what need was there then, my Lord,
that the people of your Lordthip’s diocefe fhould be cautioned
againft enthufiafm upon my account ?

. But your Lordthip farther adds, ¢¢ The o:dmary gifts,
however real and certain in themfelves, are no otherwife dif-
cernible,: than by their fruits and effe@ts.” Had your Lord-’
fhip faid, No otherwife difcernible 1o others, than by their
fruits and cffefls, it would havé been right: but if your
Lordthip means, they are no otherwife difcernible to ourfelves,
in my opinion, it is wrong ; for it is poffible, my.Lord, for
a perfon to feel and difcern thefe ordinary gifts and influences
of the Spirit in bimfelf, when there is no opportunity of dif-
covering them to others.

For inftance, on fuppoﬁnon that your Lordthip was affifted
by the blefled Spirit, in writing your paﬁorzl letter ; might.
not your Lordfhip be fenfible of an mward joy and gompla~

ceacy,
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cency, wrought by that felf-fame Spirit, which was not then,
difcernible to others ? So is it poflible for another to feel joy
in the Holy Ghoft, with the reft of his fruits, which at that
time may not be difcernible to others ; and which they, who

bave never experienced the like, may not believe, though a -

man declare it unto them. I hope, my Lord, thefe reafonings
carry with them their own evidence.

But to proceed : (pages 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.) your Lord-
thip has taken pains to colle&t feveral paflages out of the pub--
lic liturgy, to prove the do&rine of regeneration, or our new.
birth, to be the dotrine of the Church of England, Your
reafon for fo doing, appears (pag. 25.) ¢ to arm your people:
againft any fuggeftions, as if our church were fo regardiefs:
of the do&rine of regengration and new birth, as if there were-
need for any member of it, to feek elfewhere for a more fpiri-
tual fervice.” If this, my Lord, was intended to arm? your
people againft any fuch fuggeftions made by me ; indeed your
Lordfhip does not do me juftice. As your Lordthip, I find,
has done me the honour to perufe my Third Journal, your:

Lordthip may remember this obfervation, (pag. 39.) that,’

after I had baptized an adult, I proved the neceflity of the
new birth, from the office of our church.

In my fermon, upon the -indiwelling of the Spirit of Gop,
which I bave made bold to .fend td your Lordthip with this
Jetter, you will find, I have quoted the expreflions of our owan
church offices, to prove the doétrine of the new birth, as
your Lordfhip does in your paftoral letter. My conftant way

of preaching is, firft, to- prove my propofitions by feripture, -

apd.then to illuftraie them by the articles and colle@s of the
church of England. ‘Thofe that have heard mey can witnefs;

how often I have exhorted them to be conftant at the public-

fervice of the church. I attend on it myfelf, and would read

" the public liturgy every day, if your Lordfhip’s clergy would
give me leave. What further fatisfaion can your Lordfhip
require, that I do not fuggeft to your Lordthip’s people, ¢¢ as
if our church were regardlefs of the dorine of regenerationy-
and new birth, and as if therc were need for any member of
ity to feek elfewhere for a mote fpiritual fervice.”

“In the following paragraph, your Lordfhip has the fame
anfinuation; as though I.wanted to introduce extempore prayery’

7
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dnd to lay afide the public liturgy of our church. For after
your Lerdihip had been fpeaking againft praying by the Spirir,
and affirming that the fcripture no where tells us, that prayer
is the fingle work of the Spirit, your Lordfhip fays to -your
people, ¢ you have great reafon to be thankful to Gob, for a
public fervice prepared to your hands.” My Lord, I never
. faid to the contrary. But does not your Lordthip feem to in-
finuate at the fame time, that we are not to depend on the
Spirit of Gob, to enable us to pray extempore, cither in pub-
lic ot private? That prayer is not the fingle work of the
Spirit, without any co-operation of our own, I readily confefs.
But that the Spirit of Gob does affift true chriftians to pray .
extempore, now, as well as formerly, is undeniable, if the
fcriptures be true.  For what fays the Apoftle? ¢ We know
not what to pray for, as we ought; but the Spirit itfelf helpeth .
our infirtnities, and maketh interceflion for us with groanings
that cannot be uttered.”” And this is founded upon a general
promife, made to 3ll Gob’s people, Zachariab xii. 10. ¢ I
will pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the inhabitants
of Ferafalem, the Spirit of grace, and of fupplication.” And
- J believe, my Lord, we may appeal to the experience of all
true chriftians, whether or no they did not find the Spirit of
fupplication; er a power of praying without a form, increafe
in proportion to the increafe bf Gop’s Grace or Holy Spirit
it their hearts. ' This is all, my Lord, that I pretend to:
and where is the impropriety of this, when your Lordfhip’
confeffes in the fame page, that ¢ the Spirit of Gop does par-
ticularly afiift us, in a due performance of religious effices?™
Further, as your Lordfhip feems to deny the immediate af-
fiftance of the Holy Spirit, in our particular addrefles at the.
throne of Grace, fo your Lordfhip feems to deny it alfo in our
particular a&ions. ¢¢ In like manner, (you fay) we are firmly
perfuaded in general, that we live under the gracious influence
of Gop's Holy Spirit, and that he both excites and enables
us to do good. But that this or that thought or aftion is an
effe& of the fole motion, or immediate impulfe of the Spirit,
without any co-operation of our own mind ”—[My Lord,"
who cver arflimed, that theré was no co-operation of our own
minds; together with the impulfe of the fpirit of Gop?] Your
Lordﬂnp adds, *¢ or that the Holy Spirit, and our natural con-
ceptions,
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ceptions, do refpe@ively contribute to this or that thought of
action, in fuch a meafure, or to fuch a degree; thefe are
things we dare not fay.” Indeed, my Lord, I do dare to fay
them. For if there be any fuch thing as a particulay provi-
dence, why may we not 'expeét particular diretion from
Gon’s Holy Spirit in pasticular cafes? Does not our churth,
my Lord, teach us to pray, ¢ that Gop’s Holy Spirit may in
all things direc and rule our hearts?” But your Lordthip fays,
we dare not fay this, becaufe our Saviour has told us, that we
know no more of the working of the Spirit, than we know of
the wind, from whence it cometh, and whither it goeth,
Neither need we know any more of them : but you muft ale
low, that we know as much. Cannot your Lordfhip feel the
wind then? Does not yoar Lordfhip know when it makes any
impreflion upon your body ? So eafy it is for a fpiritual man
to know when the Holy Spirit makes an impreflion upon his
foul. Without acknowledging this, all the exprefions of be=
ing led by the Spirit, walking by the Spirit, and fuch like, muft
be only fo many words without any real meaning. Your Lord-
fhip acknowledges, that the Holy Spirit does a&t in general,
and why not in the particular actions of our lives alfo? For,
can the one be without the other? Does it not frequently
happen, my Lord, that the comfort and happinefs of our whele
lives, depend on one particular alion ? And where then, my
Lord, is the abfurdity of faying, that,the Holy Spirit may
even, in the'minuteft circumftance, dire& and rule our hearts?
1 bave been the more particular, my Lord, on this part of your
Lordihip’s letter, becaufe if this be proved, many of -your
Lordfhip’s objeions againft my Journals, will fall ¢o the
ground.

. Page 27. Your Lordfhip has the following paragraph,
¢ Gop forbid, that in this profane and degenerate age, every
thing that has ar appearance of piety and devotion, fhould not
be confidered in the moft favourable light that it is capable of,
But at the fame time, it is furely very proper, that men fhould
be called upon for fome peafonable evidences of a divine Com=
miffion.” -

I take it for. granted, that I am one of thofe men, whom
your Lordfhip thinks fhould be called upon for fome reafon«
able evidence of a divine Commi(fion,
. B.t’
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But, my Lord, what reafonable evidence does your Lord-
fhip require ? Did I not receive letters dimiffory from yout
Lordfhip’s own hands to be ordained a prieft? Did I not, when
ordained deacon, affirm,  that I was inwardly moved by the
Holy Ghoft, to take upon me that office and miniftration "

. Did not my Lard of Gloucefler, when he ordained me prieft,
fay unto me, ¢ Receive thou the Holy Ghoft now committed
unto thee, by the impofition of our hands, in the name of the
Father, and of .the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft?” And is
not this, my. Lord, a reafonable evidence that I a&t by 2
divine Commiffion? If this be not true, muft not all thofe
whom 'your Lordthip, or the other Bithops ordain, a& only
by a buman Commiffin? Nay, to ufe the words of Bifhop
Rurnat in his Pafloral Letter, * muft not they who are ordain-
«d, lic not only unto man-but unto Gop, by faying, they are
inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit ?”

If your Lordfhip in any wife difputes my alting by a divire
Commiffion, you difclaim your own divine right and authority;
nor can you poffibly avoid the dilemma, of either allowing my
divine Commiffion, or denying your own.

After your Lordfhip-has infinuated a demand for the evi-
dences of my divine Commiffin, immediately follows thefe
words; ¢ when they tell us of extraordinary communications
they have with Gon,”

If by extraordinary communications, your Lordfhip means
the extraordinary operations of the Holy Spirit, as working
miracles, and fpeaking with tongues; your Lordfhip may
aflure yourfelf, I never pretended to any fuch thing. If, by
extraordinary communications, your Lordfhip means more af-
fiftance and comforts from Gop, at fome times, than I have
at others, (which is all I mean by extraordinary communica-
tions) I own the charge ! And what is there, my Lord, extra-
ordinary in that?

Again, your Lordfbip fays, (page 28.) ¢ When they talk
in "the language of thofe, who have a fpecial and immediate
miffion from Gop.”

And does your Lordfhip, and the reft of the Bxﬂ:ops, ordain
any, without obliging them firft to give good proofs, that they
have a fpecial call or immediate miffion from Gob to the
work of the miniftry? If ever you fo do, my Lord, do not
your Lordthips lay bands too fuddenly upon men ?

I

Page
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- Page 29. Your Lordthip writes thus. - ¢ When they ‘pro-
fefs to think and a& under the immediate guidance of a divine

Infpiration.”
And does not your Lordfhip think and a& by the fame rule?

Why, otherwife, does your Lordfhip pray when you adminifter
the holy Communion, ¢ that Gop would cleanfe the theughts
of our hearts by the infpiration of his Holy Spiit i”

Page 31. Your Lordfhip fays, ¢ when they fpeak of theic
preaching and expounding, and the effc&s of them, g the
Jole work of a divine Power.”

And would your Lordhip have me afcribe any, the leaft
thing to myfelf? The good that is done upon carth, doth not
Gob do it himfeli? Does not the Apoftle fay, < Not that we
are fufficient of ourfelves to think any thing as of aurfelves,
but our fuficiency is of Gob i And where then, my Lord,
is the abfurdity of afcribing the cffe@s of expounding and
preaching to the fole work of a divine Power ?

Again, (page 33.) ¢ When they boaft of fudden and fur-
prizing effccts as wrou{.,ht by the Holy Gbgﬂ, in confequence
of their preacbing.”

Where, my Loid, is the enthufiafm of fuch a pretenﬁon?
.Has your Lo:dfhip been a preacher in the church of . England,
for fo many.years, and have ycu reyer feen any fudden or fur-
prizing effelts, confequent upen your Loidfhip’s preaching ?
Was this my cale, thould 1 net have reafon to doubt, my
Lord, whether I had any more than a bare human commiffi-
on? Or might I not take up the Prophet’s lamentation, ¢ Q
my leannefs, my leannefs !” My Lord, the gofpel, like its
author, is the fame yellerday, to-day, and for ever; and, if
.preached as it ought to be, will prick numbers to the heart, .
and extort the cry of the tremb.ing goaler, ¢ What muft I
do to be faved I as furely now, as’it did feventeen bundred
years ago. ‘

Thefe then are the fudden and furprizing effets, my Lord,
I always defire to have, and I hear.ily pray Gop, your Lord-
thip and all your clergy may always fee fuch effe@s in confe-
quence of their preaching.

(Page 34.) ¢ When they: chlm the {pirit of prophecy.”

What I have faid about my fuccefs, Gop has becn pleafcd
to fulbl alrcady What | have fzid gbout fafferings, they who

without

-~
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without caufe are my enemies are fulfilling daily. And as for

.the promifes mentioned in my Journal, I freely own there are
fome panticular promifes, which Gop bas fo ftrongly imprefl-

ed, and does ftill impre(s on my.heart, that I vcrily believe -

they will be fulfilled.

(Page 35.) ¢ When they fpeak of themfclves in the
language, and under the charalter of Apofiles of Chrift, and
even of CHRisT himfelf.”

If I am not to fpeak in an apoftolical language, why did my
Lord of Glaucefler give me an apoftolical commiflion, ** whofe
fins thou doft forgive, they are forgiven; and whofe fins thou
doft retain, they are retained ! And I hopc, my Lord, ufing
the words which JEsus CHRIST ufed, is not taking upon me
the chara&er of CHRIsT.

(Page 36.) ¢ When they profefs to plant and propagate a
new Gofpely, as unknown to the generality of minifters and
people, in a chriftian country.

*Tis true, my Lord, in one fenfe, mine is a new gofpel,
and will be always unknown to the generality of minifters and
people, even in a chriftian country, if your Lordlhip’s clergy

follow your Lordthip’s diretions. For what fays your Lord-

thip, (page 46.) * I hope, that when your minifters preach to
you of jufiification by faith alone, which is afferted in the
ftrongeft manner by our church, they explain it in fuch a
manner, as to leave no doubt upon your minds, whether good
works _are a ne:g[ﬁ:ry conditicn of your being juftified in the
fight of Gop.”
~ But pray, my Lord, where has the fcripture made good
works a neceflary condition of our being juftified in the fight
of Gob!? St. Paul fays, ¢ by grace ye are fayed, through
faith, not of works, and that, leaft any man fhould boaft.
For cternal life is the gift of Gop through Jesus CHrisT
our Lorp.” Your Lordthip exhorts your clergy to preach
Juflification by faith alone, and quotes the 11th article of our
church, which tells us, ¢ we are juftified by faith only, and
not for our own works or defervings.” At the. fame time,
your Lordfhip bids them ¢ explain it in fuch 4 manner, as to
leave no doubt upon their minds, whether good works are a
neceffary condition of their being Juﬁnﬁcd in the fight of
Gon.” Your Lordihxp, in my opinion, could not well be

guilty
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guilty of a greater inconfitency. This, my Lord, is truly a
new Gofpel. I am fure it is not what the Apoftles preached ;
and it i3 as contrary to the doctrine of the church of Englund,
and the whole tenour of the gofpel, as light is contrary to.
darknefs. Had your Lordfhip infifted on your clergy’s preach-
ing up good works as a neceffary fisit and confequence, inftead
of a neceffary condition of our being juftified, your Lordfhip
would have ufed your authority aright. For we are command-
ed to thew forth or declare to others, that we have a true
faith by our works. And the r2th article of our church fays,
that ¢ good works follow after juftification;” and how then,
my Lord, are they a neccflary condition of our juftification
No, my Lord, falvation (if the gofpel be true) is the free gift
of Gob through JEsus CurisT. Faith is the means wheres
by that falvation is applied to our hearts, and good works are
the neceffary fruits and proof of that faith.

This, my Lord, is the do&trine of Jesus CHrisT, this iy’
the do&rine of the church of England, and it is, becaufe the
generality of the clergy of the church of England do not preach
this doéirine, that 1 am refolved, Gop being my helper, to
continue inftant in feafon and out of feafon, to declare it unto
all men, let the confequences, as to my own private perfon,
be what they will.

As for your Lordfhip’s blaming me for rafhly cenfuring the
clergy, for their pra&ice, none are concerned, but my indolent,
earthly-minded, pleafure-taking brethren, (page 39.) And furely,
your Lordfhip will not ftand up in their defence. No, I hope
your Lordfhip will not fail to rebuke them fharply. And as
for your Lordfhip’s fufpicions, page 50. (For your Lordfhip’s
fake I would, not mention them) I hope my life .and do&rine
will always prove them to be groundlefs.

Would time permit, I could now proceed to fatisfy your
Lordfhip more particularly about the cafe of Mr. Benjamin Se-
ward: but as that is done in a letter fent to my Lord of Glou-.
s¢flary and as 1 am now to embark in a few hours, I hope your
Lordfhip will excufe me, if I only add my hearty prayers for
your Lordfhip’s temporal and cternal welfare, and fubfcribe

. myfelf, my Lord,
' Your Lordfhip’s obedient, though

uaworthy fon and fervant,
Blendon, Monday, G W
Aug, 13, 1739 . -
The
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The letter abeve memtioned, as fent to the Bithop of Gliu-
¢efler, was occafioned by the Bithep’s acquainting Mr, hite-
Jield, in a letter, ¢ That he ought to preach only in that
congregation to which he was lawfully appointed.” This
produced the following anfwer.

My Lord, .
Thank your Lordfhip for your Lordfhip’s kind letter,
My frequent removes from place to place prevented my
an{wering it fooner. I am greatly obliged to your Lordfhip,
#n that you are pleafed to watch over my foul, and to caution '
me againft a&ting contrary to the commiffion given me at or-
dination. But if the commiffion we then reccive, obliges us
to preach no where but in that parith which is committed to
our care, then all perfons a& contrary to their commiffion

- when they preach occafionally in any ftrange place: and con-

fequently your Lordfhip equally offends, when you preach out
of your own diocefe. As for inveighing againft the clergy, *
(without a caufe) I deny the charge. What I fay, I am
ready to make good whenever your Lordthip pleafes. Let
thofe that bring reports to your Lordfhip about my preaching,
be brought face to face, and I am ready to give them an an-
fwer. St. Paul exhorts Timothy, ¢¢ Not to receive an accufation
againft an elder under two or. three witnefles.” And even Nico-
demus could fay, ¢ The faw fuffered no man to be condemned
unheard.” I fhall only add, that I hope your Lordthip will
infpe@ into the lives of your other clergy, and cenfure them
for being over-remifs, as much as you cenfure me for being
over-righteous. It is their falling from their articles, and not
preaching "the truth as it is in JEsus, that has excited the
prefent zeal of (thofe whom they in derifion call) the Metho-
dift preachers. Dr. Stebbing’s fermon, (for which I thank your
Lordthip) confirms me more and more in my opinion, that I
ought to be inflant in feafon and out of feafon. For to me,
be feems to know no more of the true nature of regeneratior,
than Nicodemas did, when he came to JEsus by night. Your
Lordthip may obferve, that he does not fpeak a word of origi-
nal fin, or the dreadful confequences of our fall in Adam, upon
which the do&rise of the new birth is entirely founded. No:

Vor. 1V, B like
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hkc other polite preachers, he feems to think in the very be«
ginning of his difcdutfe, that St. Pauls defeription’ of the
wickednefs of the heathen is only to be referréd to them of
paft ages: whereas I affirm, we are all included as much un-
der the guilt and confequénces of fin, as they were'; and if any
man preach any other do&rine, he fhall bear his punifhment,
whofoever he be. Again, my Lord, the Doltor entirely mi--
ftakes us, when we talk of the fenfible operations of the
Holy Ghoft.© Hé underftands us juft as thofe carnal Jews
underftood Jesus CHrisT, who, when our Lorp talked of
giving them that bread which came down from heaven, faid,
s How can this man give us his fleth to eat?” Indeed 1
know not that we do ufe the word fesifible, when we are talk-
ing 'of the operations of thie Spirit'of Gop. But if we do,
we do not mean, that Gop's Spirit does manifeft itfelf to our
fenfes, but that it may be perceived By the foul, ‘as really as -
is any fenfible impreffion made upon the body. * But to dif-
_prove this, the Do&or brings our Lorp’s allufion to the wind
in the third of St. Jebn, which is ‘one of the beft texts he
could urge to prove it. For if the dnalogy of our LorD’s
difcourfe-be carried on, we fhall find it amounts to thus much:
that although the operations of the Spirit of Gop c¢an no
more be accounted for, than how the wind cometh and whi-
ther it goeth ; yet may thiey be as eafily felt by the foul as the
wind may be felt by the body. My Lord, indeed we fpeak
what we know. But, fays the Do&or, ¢“ Thefe men have |
no proof to offer for their inward manifeftations.” What
proof, my Lord, does the Do&or require ? Would he have us
raife dead -bodies? Have we not done greater things than
thefe ? 1 fpeak with all humility ; has not Gop by our mi-
niftry raifed many dead fouls to z fpiritual life - Verily, if
men will not believe the evidence Gob has given that he fent
us, neither would they believe though one rofe from the dead.
Befides, my Lord, the Do&or charges us with things to
which wé are entire frangers, fuch as the denying men the
ufe of Gop’s creatures; Encouraging abftinence, prayer, &¢.
to the neglet of -the duties of our ftations. Lorp, Jay not
this fin to his charge ! -Again, he fays,.¢ That 1 fuppofe
Mr. ijcmin Seward to be a perfon believing in'CHRIs'T, and
'baamele.s in bis convcrfation, bcfore what k' call his conver-
. © 0 fion”
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fion.” But this is a dire&t untruth: for it was through the
want of a living faith in Jssus CHR1sT, which he now has,
that he was not a chriftian before, but a mere moralift. Your
Lordthip knows that our article fays, ¢ Works done without
the Spirit of Gop, and true faith in Jesus CHRIsT, have the
_nature of fin.” And fuch were all the works done by Mr.,
Benjamin Seward, tefore the time mentioned in my Journal.
Again, my Lord, the Do&or reprefents, that as my opinion
concerning quakers in general, which I only meant of thofe
I had converfed with in particular. But the Do&er, and
the reft of my reverend brethren, are welcome to judge
me as they pleafe.—Yet a little while, and we fhall all ap-
pear before the great Shepherd of our fouls. There, ‘there,
my Lord, fhall it be determined, who are his true minifters,
_and who are only wolves in fheeps cloathing. Our Lorb,
I believe, will not be afthamed to confefs us publicly in that
day. Ipray Gop we all may approve ourfelves fuch faithful
minifters of the New Teftament, that we may be able to lift
up our heads with boldnefs. As for declining the work in
which I am engaged, my blood runs chill at the very thoughts
of it. I am as much convinced, it is my duty to a& as I do,
as that the fun fhines at noon-day. I can forefee the confe-
quences very well. ‘They have already in one fenfe thruft us
out of the fynagogues. By and by they will think it is doing
Gop fervice to kill us. But, my Lord, if you and the reft
of the bithops caft us out, our great and common Mafter
will take us up. Though all men fhould deny us, yet
will not he. And however you .may cenfure us as evil
doers, and difturbers of the peace, yet if we do fuffer for our
prefent way of alting, your Lordfkip at the great day will
find, that we fuffer only for righteoufnefs fake. In patience
therefore do I poflefs my foul. I willingly tarry the Lorp’s
leifure. In the mean while I fhall continually bear your
Lordfhip’s favours upon my heart, and endeavour to behave,
fo as to fubfcribe my(clf, my Lord,
Your Lordthip’s abedient Son, and obliged fervant,
GEORGE WHITEFIELD.
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My deir Biethren in Chrifl,

HE Apoftle in his epiftle to the Hebrews, chap. x. 23.

exhorts them to hold faft the profeffion of their faith
without wavering ; and foon after adds, as a moft effetual
theans to fo defirable an end, ¢ Let us confider one another to
provoke unto love, and to good works not forfaking the
aflembling of ourfelves together.”

As chriftianity was not thien the national rchgxon, I fuppo(e
the affemblies here intended, were not fuch as our public con-.
gregations, but rather little private focnetles, or affociations, or.
churches, as was the tuftom of the primitive chriftians, who,
we are told, continued ftedfaftly in the Apoftle’s doctrine; and
in fellowthip one with another.

This was the Apoftle’s exhortation to the chriftians of thofe
times; and [ am fully perfuaded there never was more occafion
for renewing it, than the age wherein we live.

Nothing hath of late more alarmed the enemies of the crofs
of CHRIsT, than the zeal that Gon hath ftirred up in the
hearts of many to put in pradice this apoftolical injunétion,
Balls, plays, herfe-races, and fuch like unchriftian and fatal
entertainments, are countenanced and fupported by public au-
thority. And few as yet have had courage to fpeak, preach,
or write for the fupprefing them, fo plairily and publicly as
they ought; but, if the children of Gop meet (as they are re-
quired) to build up each other in their moft holy Faith, almoft
every one’s mouth is opened againft them. Nay, with grief
it muft be fpoken, even many of our mafters in Jfrael, who
ought to be patterns, and promote every good word and work,
are not content with countenancing the polite and finful di-
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verfions of the age by their p}zncc and approbation, but are
generally moft bitter in their inve@ives againft religious foci-
eties. The former, though directly contrary to our baptifmal
vow, are deemed innocent, if net ufeful, by them : the latter,
they are continually crying down (efpecnally if any life or di-
vine power be amongft them) as fchifmatical, feditious, and
tending to deftroy the prefent eftablithed conftitution.

Fot thefe, and-many fuch like reafons, I, as prefent with
you in fpirit, though abfent in body, thought it my duty to
put you in mind, zealoufly to perfift in your obedience to
the forementioned injun&ion once delivered- to the faints;
and fo much the more, a5 in all probabjlity the day of. pprfea
cutton nearer and riearer apprpaches.

' Gop has givenan harveft, and there has been a ga;henng
in: a winnowing time will c,on;e. His fan is already in l'ns
Band. Yet a lirtle while, and (if the work lately begun be,
carried on) I am perfuaded kg will througbly purge his flour.
The fhepherds muf} firft be fmitten ; and next, endeavours
will be ufed to’ featter the theep. The religious fqgicties,
Satan has undoubtedly defired to Rave, that he may fift them’
as' wheat, My brethren, watch and pray one for anether,
ﬁxat ydu may be enabled to ftand in, fuch an hour of tempta-
gion,  and having done all, to ftand. .

Be not afhamgd of that wherein you ought ta glory. Re-
flgxous fociety is of dlvmc extrattion. As Gop made man,,
fo Gop faid, ¢ I¢ is not good that man fhould be alone: I
will make a help meet for him.” Meet, as I ta e. ity not
merely for his bady (man had few corporal wants in paradife)
but chiefly and primarily. for his better part the foul, that he
might have one to converfe with of his own fpccnes, bone of
hls bone, and fleth of his flefh.

It is true, man is now a fallen, but yet he is a focial crea-
ture; and as the end of his coming into this world. was to
prepare for a better ; fo without doubt the chief end of fociety
in general, and of religious fociety in particular, is, that we
may be helps meet for each other in the great work of our
falvation. ,

" Upon this account it was, that the firft chriftians fo fre-
Guently affcmbled themfelves together, when obliged to fhut
the doors for fear of the Fews; and their continuing in fel-
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‘Towibip with each other, was one main reafon why they con-

tinued ftedfaft in the apoftles dodtrine.
" Take then, my brethren, the primitive chriftians for your
examples : their pra&ices are recorded for our learning. No
power on earth can lawfully forbid or hinder your imitating:
them. In-all fuch-cafes we muft obey-Gob rather than man ;
otherwife, we fo far deny our holy profeflion, and are ene-
mies to the crofs of CHRIST : and though, becaufe you have
got a little out. of the formal way, fome blind zealots may
trand you as fehifmatical ; yet if you fear Gop, and truly
-honour the King, and are of the number of thofe who are-
quiet in the land, there is no reafon can be urged againft your
focieties, which will not equally hold good againft all affem-"

bling togethier for religious purpofes.

Imthis refpect, a private prelate has no more authonty than-
a private prefbyter. If it be lawful for more than five to meet:
io-a:private veftry, it is equally lawful for more than five-to
meet in a private houfe ; as is the practice of fome of the fo-
cieties. who are under the government of thofe called: the-
Twelve Stewards. If it be enquired of you, by what autho-
rity you ufe fometimes to pray without a premeditated form of
words; you may enquire, ‘ By what authority any one'
reads the church forms, who is nat commiffioned fo to do, and-
that in any place but in the church,” where only they are ap-
pointed to be read, and only by one fo commiffioned ? If they-
reply, < We have Doltor /#oedward’s form ;” you may an-
fwer them with this queftion, ¢¢ What difference is there, in-
refpe& to others, between a perfon’s reading a form, which
few that hear it know beforehand, and a perfon’s praying ex- -
tempore, as the Holy Spirit gives him utterance ?” If they
laugh-at the mention of ¢ praying by the Spirit,” brethren,
I hope you know better. Stand faft therefore in the liberty
wherewith CHr1sT has made you free; and be not afraid, by
fuch a.prallice, to make innovations in the church, which
does not confine its members to forms, but within the church
walls, nor even there altogether. In private aflemblies,
fuch as yours, all are left to their liberty ; and therefore, as
many as would hinder you in this, at once difcover their piti-
able ignorance of that conftitution they pretend to promote,
and
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and an unhappy eftrangement from the fpitit and privileges ot'
the golpel.

How to improve your meetings, fo as beft to pfombte
Gon’s glory, and the good of your own fouls, ought to be:
your conftant and chief concern : for as chriftians in generdl;
fo members of religious focieties in particular; are as cities
built upon a hill; and therefore it more highly concerns them:
to let their light fo fhine before men, that they feeing their-
good works, may glorify our Father who is in heavert.

Not that a communion of perfeét faints is to be expected
bere on carth : or that you ought to be immediately offended,
if fome of your brethren fhould be overtaken with a fault.
In this world, tares will be always fpringing up amongf the
wheat. Many that are firft, will be laft, and the laft firft.
Nay, it is well if fome, like Fudas, do not at length lay afide
their profeffion, and openly betray our Mafter. .

- To prevent this, you ought to be very cautious, my brethren,
whom you admit into felowfhip with you. Examine them
again and again, not barely whether they receive the facra-
ment, and go to church ; but whether they be in the faith,’
Set them upon proving their own felves; and by no means:
receive them into your brotherhood, unlefs they can produce:
fufficient evidences of their baving tafted the good word of
life, and felt the powers of the world to come, This, fome"
may obje&, is not a very good way to increafe and multiply
you as to number ; but it is the beft, the only way, to efta-.
blifh and increafe a communion of true faints; And fucha
focicty, confifting of a few folid chriftians, is far preferable
to one that is filled with a multitude of fuch as do not bring:
forth fruit unto holinefs, but have only the fig-leaves of an
outward profeflion. Formal hypocrites will do any fociety
more harm than good : and however they may endure for a
while, and reccive the word with joy ; yet, having no root in
themfelves, in time of temptation they will fthamefully fall
away.

. Next to your care about admitting others, I think it
highly concerns you, whenever you affemble, to remember the
ezd of meeting, yourfelves ; and then (to ufe the words of the
wife fon of Sirach on another eccafion) ¢ you will never do
amifs.” Now, the end of your meeting, brethren, is not that
you may think yourfelves more holy than your neighbours,

much
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much lefs to form a fe&t or party, or promote a fchifin or fes
dition in the church or ftate. No: fuch thoughts, I truft,
are far from you : for they are earthly, fenfual, devilith. And,
if ever fuch defigns fhould be fet on foot, I earneftly pray
Gop the abettors of them may be detefted, and all their
fchemes, though never fo plaufibly concerted, fall to the
ground. The only end which, I hope, you all propofe by
your aflembling yourfelves togcthcr, is the fame for which-you
were redeemed, ¢ The renewing .of your depraved natures,
and promoting the hidden life of Jesus CHRIsT in your
fouls.” Thefe terms, however foolithnefs to others, I truft,
my brethren, are not fo to you. I take it for granted, you
are not only defirous of, but already in fome meafure blefled
with, a faving experimental knowledge of JEsws CHRIsT in
your hearts : for unlefs a man be born again from above, and
made a partaker of the divine nature by the mdwelhng of
Gon’s Holy Spirit, he can in no wife eater into the king-
dom of heaven. Whoever denies this to be true in the moft
literal, real, and abfolute fenfe of the words, knows nothing
yet as he ought to know : for it is grounded on a felf-evident
truth, that we are fallen from Gob in 4dam, and muft be re-
newed in the fpirit of our minds, ere we can be reftored to
that blifsful communion with him, which is the free gift of
Gob and eternal life.

The only way to this, is faith in Jesus CHRIST ; faith in con-
tradiftinQion to, though neceffarily produ&ive of, good works,
"1 am the way, the truth, and the life: whofoever believeth
on me, though he were dead, yet fhall he live,” fays CHRIST
‘himfelf. And I think it my bounden duty, to exhort you at
this time, to contend carneftly for the doétrine of Fufification
by faith only, becaufe fo many blind guides are lately gone
out into the world. My brethren, it is much to be feared
that many of our prefent preachers are no better than doétrinal
papifts. And however this, to thofe wha having eyes fee not,
may be judged an uncharitable cenfure ; yet furely they can-
not juftly blame me for want of candour, who confider, that
one of the moft reputed orthodox prelates in the kingdom, in
a late paftoral letter advifes his clergy, ¢ So to explain the
do&rine of juftification in the fight of Gob by faith only, as
to make good works a neceflary condition.” Such advice
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from a Roman cirdinal would be no more than we mxgﬁt ex-
pet ; but, coming from a bifhop of the Church of England,
is furprifing, and much to be lamented.

Gon forbid, my brethren, that jjou fhould fo learn Crir1sT !
If the feriptures are true, fuch’a do&trine is abfolutely falfe.
‘The lively oracles no whete declare good works to bé a nece(-
Tary condition of our juftification in the fight of Gop; on the
toftrary, they every where affitm, that ¢ Salvation is the
free gift of Gob, through JEsus CurisT our LorD: that
we are faved by grace through'faith ; and that it'is not of
works, left any man fhould boaft.” No, my brethren, in the
preat myftery of man’s redemptlon by JEsus Cmus'r, boaft-
ing is entirely excluded.

" We muft not expe& to be faved; ot any way recommend
ourfelves to°'Gop, by any or all the works of righteoulnefs
which we have done, or fhall, or can do. The Lond
CHRIST is our nghteoufnefs,—our whole rigliteoufne(s : im
puted to us, inftead of our own. ¢ We are compleat in hlm,
fays the fcripture. ¢ We are accounted rightcous’ before
Gob, only for the merits of our Lorb JEsus CurisT, by
faith,” faith the eleventh article of our church. And if fo;
how ar¢ good works, my brethren, a neceffary condition of
our juftification in'the fight of Gop? The law indeed fays;
¢ Do this, and live :” but, the gofpel brings us the glad tid-
ings, that ¢ CHRIST is the end of the law for righteoufnefs

© to every one that believeth.” CHrisT, by his facrifice, and

perfect obedience, has every way fulfilled the law for us; and
Gonp will not require to be paid twice.  CHRIsT bought our
juftification with a great price, even with his own blood. It
comes to us freely, without any regard to works paft, prefent;
or to come. ‘This is the conftant language ‘of ChurIsT and
his apoftles 3 and therefore, to ufe the words of the foremen-
tioned article, ¢ That we are juftified by faith only, is 2
moft wholefome do&rine, and very full of comfort.” Ob: -
ferve, my brethren, juftificd by or through faith; and not for
faith ; for faith is only a means or inftrument whereby the
whole righteoufnefs of Jesus Curist is applied to the fin-
ner’s foul : and whofoever does thus believe in his heart," fet-
ting to his feal that Gob is true, may be affured that his par<
don is fcaled in heaven ; notwithftanding he has lived in an
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open breach of Gop’s commandments all his life-time before.
¢ Bolieve, (fays the apoftle to the trembling jaylor,) and
thou fhalt be faved ;” ¢ Whofoever belicveth that Jesus is
the CurisT, is born of Gop.” Se that this faith will not
be dead, idle or ina&live :- for ’tis not a faith of the head, or
a bare affent to things credible as credible ; the devils thus
believe and tremble : but it is a faith of the heart, a living
principle of new life, infufed into the foul by the fpirit of
Gob, applying that inwardly, which was wrought for him
outwardly by the obedience and death of JEsus CHRisT, and
continually exciting the pofleflor of it to thew it forth by his
works ; not as neceffary conditions, but as proofs qf his ‘Ju-
flification in Gob's fight ; and as fo many tokens of his gra-
titude and love for what Gobp has done for his foul. This is
what the apoftle ftiles a ¢¢ Faith working by love.”

I cannot conclude this better than in the words of a truly
svangelical writer now before me. ¢ The law (fayft thou)
muft be obeyed.” I anfwer, ¢ CHRIST JEsus hath done
that in his own perfon, and juftified me thereby ; and, for my
ewn part, I will not labour now to fulfil the law for juftifica-
tion, left I thould undervalue the merits'of the man CurisT
Jasus, and what he hath done without me; and yet will I
Jabour to fulfil, if poffible, ten thoufand laws if there were
fo many : and O let it be out of love to my fweet LorD
Jesus. For the love of CurisT conftrains me.”

You fee, my brethren, this is a topic which I leve to dwell
upon. A divine fire kindles in my heart, whilft I am mufing
on, aid writing to you about it : and I thould here enlarge,
but I muft haften to recommend to you another thing of un.
fpeakable importance to the well-being of chriftian fociety, a
Jpirit of univerfal love. Let not bigotry or party-zeal be fo
much as once named amongft you ; for it becometh not faints.
Our Lorb was a ftranger to it.  'Whofoever did the will of
his father, the fame was his brother, his fiter, his mother.
Wherever he faw the marks of true faith, though in a centu-
rion or a Syropbenician, who were aliens to the commonwealth
of Ifrael, and firangers to the covenant of promifc, how did
he publith and commend it? Be followers then of him, my
brethren, as dear children ; and love all who love our ffonn
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Jesus in fincerity and truth, although they fhould not in all
things follow with us. Pharifees and Sadducees, the felf-
righteous and free-thinkers of this generation, all the chil.
dren of the deyil, whether rich or poor, high or low, how-
ever they may differ in other refpe@s, yet agree in one thing,
even to confpire againft the Lorp and againft his CHrisT,
Why fhould not the children of Gop, notwithftanding their
little differences, unite in one common intereft againft fpiri-
tual wickednefles in htgh places? O that all who call them-
felyes chriftians, were thus minded ! How fhould we fee the
kingdom of CHRIST come with power, and Satan like light-
ning fall from heaven ! From the beginning, it hath been
his policy to divide chriftians into fects and partics, hoping
no(only to weaken their intereft, byt to make them thereby
_believe, that religion wholly confifts in being of this or that
particular communion : and this fubtilty of that old ferpent
hath fo prevailed, that though we all . profefs to hold one
Lorbp, one faith, one baptifn ; yet numbers look upon thofe
who differ from them, and that only in externals, almoft as
creatures of another fpecies, and forbid us with fuch even to.
cat. This was once the flate of the Frwifh, as it is now of
the chriftian church ;—but Gop fhewed his diflike of fuch a
temper, by convincing Peter in a miraculous manner, that
Be was henceforward to call nothmg common or unclean, bqt‘
freely to converfle with all who feared him and worked righte-
oufnefs, for that all fuch were accepted of him. My brethren,
be not you difobedient to this heavenly vifion : for our fakes
no doubt it was written, and for as many as the LoRD our
Gob thall call. The felf-righteous, and perhaps fome who
arc weak in faith, will cenfure and condemn your condu&
(as the brethren did Peter) when they behold your free con-
verfation in CHRIST : but Peter has furnithed you with, an
anfwer, ¢ Forafmuch as Gop hath given to them the like
gift as to us, who believed on Jesus, what are we, that we
fhould withftand Gop ?” How dare we make a difference,
when Gobp has made none? How dare we not freely converfe,
with thofe who have reccived the Holy Ghoft, ag well as
wel"

Further,
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Further, my brethren, content not yourfelves with reading,
finging and praying together ; but fet fome time apart to con-
fefs your faults and communicate your experiences one to
another. For want of this (which I take to be one chief de-
ﬁ of pnvate meeungs) moft of the old focigtes in London, I
fear, are funk into a dead formality, and have only a name to
live. They meet on a fabbath evening, read a chapter, and
fing a pfalm ; but fcldom, if ever, acquaint each other with
thc operations of Gop’s fpirit upon their fouls ; notwnhﬁand-
ing this was the great end and intention of thofe who firft be-
gan thefe focieties. Hence'it is that they have only the form
of godlinefs left amongft them, and continue utter- ftrangers
to the ftate of one another’s hearts. How love, or the power
of rehglon can fubfift in fuch a lukewarm and fuperficial
way of proceedmg, is vert hard to conceive. My brethren,
Iet not your coming together be thus ajtogether in vain, but
plamly and freely tell one another what Gop has done for
your fouls. "To this end, you would do well, as others
“have done, to form yourfelves into little companies of four
or five each, and meet once a weck to tell each other what is
in your hearts; that yop may then allo pray for and comfort
each other, as neced fhall require. None but thofe that have
cxpencnced it can tell the unfpeakable advantages of fuch a
union and communion of fouls. By this means, brotherly
love will be excited and increafed amongft you, and you will
learn to watch over one another for good. This will teach
you the better how to pray; and to give thanks for each other
in your private retirement, and happily prevent and deliver
you from many fnares of the devil : for Satan loves that we
fhould keep his ‘temptations to ourfelves, but cares not fo
much to meddle with thofe, who he knows will difcover his
"devices to their brethren. Befides, this is a moft effeGtual
miieans for each to try the fincerity of his own heart, as well
as aiother’s.  No one, I think, that truly loves his own foul,
and his brethren as himfelf, will be fhy of opening his heart,
in‘order to have their advice, reproof, admonition, and pray-
ers, as occafions require. A fincere perfon will efteem it one
of the greateft bleffings ; nor do I know a better means in the
world to keep hypocrify out from amon‘g(l you. Pharifees

and
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and unbtlicvers will pray, read, and fing pfalms 3 but nene,
fave an Ifraclite indced, will endure to have his heart fearched
out. ¢ He that hath cars to hear, let him hear.”

Finally, my brethren, expe@ alarge fhare of contempt;
for CHR1sT's fervants were always the world’s fools. ¢ As
for this fe&t or herefy, (faid the Fews to Paul,) we 'know it
is every where fpoken againft.” And Pau/ himfelf, before con-
verted, had authority from the chief priefts, to bring as many
as he found of this way before them. Thus were the difci-
ples of the LoRrb treated in the infancy of the church; and
as.it was formerly, fo it is and will be now. In our days,
to be a true chriftian, is really to become a fcandal. If you
were of the world, the world would love its own; but if
you are not of the world, and CHR1sT bas chofen you out
of the world, for this very caufe the world moft affuredly
will haté you. *However it may feem frange to the natural
man, yet there never was a true faint, who was not, like his
Saviour, accounted befide himfelf, And they that will live
godly in CHRIST stus, mutft to the end of time fuffer perfe-
cution for his name’s fake.

But, Gop forbid, my brethren, that a'little, nay, that
all the contempt in the world, thould anywife move you away
from the ftgdfaft profeflion of the hope of the gofpel. Our
Lorp was defpifed before us; and you know the fervant
muft not prefume to be above his mafter. No; it is fuffici-
ent if he be as his mafter, ¢ Made perfe&t through fuffer-
ings,” Be fledfaft therefore, my brethren, quit yourfelves
like men, be ftrong ; yea, ¢ Be ftrong in the Lorp, and in
the power of his might.” Be not afhamed of the gofpel of
Carist, but follow your mafter without the camp, bearing
his facred reproach. When you are reviled, revile not again.
Blefs, my brethren, and curfe not. Be fubjeét to the higher
power in all lawful things, and beware of all who would turn
religion into faction, Remember again and again, that the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal; and that it is our
glory, when called 1o it, patiently to fuffer for the truth’s
fike. o )

_ Thus, my brethren, out of the fulnefs of my heart have I
written unto you. Mauny of you I never yet faw, and. per- .
haps
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haps never may fee in the fleth ; however, I love you in the
bowels of Jesus CHRIsT, and heartily befeech Gob to blefs
what I truft his fpirit has now enabled me to write unto
you.

You fee, my brethren, I have confined myfclf to fuch par-
ticulars as relate to the improving your focieties, and making
them truly chriftian. I hope you will in like manner take
heed to your ways in common life, and never give the adver-
fary room juftly, to fpeak reproachfully of your conduét. My
brethren, the eyes of all men are upon you. Indeed it highly
concerns you to walk exceedingly circumfpe& towards thofe
that are without. I am fure you will not be offended, if,
out of love, I remind you to perform all relative duties with
the utmoft cheerfulnefs, and with a fingle eye to the glory of
Gobp. Let your obedience be conftant, univerfal and uni-
form, founded on 2 living faith in CHRisT JRsus, that by
well-doing you may put to filence the flanders of foolith and
evil men. Let your fpeech, and all your alions, manifeft
whofe difciples you are. Confefs your LerDp publicly before
men, and be not afraid vo tcll thofe that have ears to hear,
what Gobp has done for your fouls. It is:good to keep clofe
the fecrets of a king, but it is honourable to reveal the works
of the Almighty. Above all things, my brethren, have fer-
vent charity among yourfelves. Bear ye one another’s bur,
dens, and fo fulfil the law of CHrisT. Be pitiful, be cour-
teous, be fender-hearted ; and let it be faid of you as of the
primitive faints, See how thefe chriftians love one anather.
Fulfil all righteoufnefs, by conflantly attending on every
ordinagce of Gop. Ufe, but not abufe the means of grace,
by refting on them ; knowing that ¢ The kingdom of Gon
is not meats and drinks, but righteoufne(s, peace, and jey
in the Holy Ghott.” Think that day loft, wherein you do
not make an advance in fome of thefe. The work of regene-
ration, though inftantancous at firft, is progreflive afterwards.
The feed fown in the heart muft be continually watered,
otherwife it will not grow into a great tree. I pray Gop
therefore to fan&ify you throughout, in fpirit, foul and body,
and preferve you blamelefs till the coming of our Lorp JEsus
CHriIsT with all his faigts, Then ‘all tears fhall be wiped

Vor. 1V, C away
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sway from your ‘ejesy and we fhall fpend an endtefs- eternity
in finging praifes to bim that fitteth upon the thione, even
unto the Lamb for ¢ver and ever, Now unto Him -that is
able to keep you from falling, and to preferve you faultlefs
before the prefence of hia glory with exceeding joy, to the
only wife Gop our Saviour, be glory and majeﬂy, dominion
snd power, both now and ever. Amen!

Saa s seant s, -
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L ETTE R, &-.

Savannab, Fan. 23, 1740.

S1 lately paffed throvigh your provinces, in my way
hither, I was fenfibly touched with a fellow-feeling of
the miferies of the poor negroes. Could I have preached more
frequently among you, I fhould have delivered my thoughts
to you in my public difcourfes: but, as bufinefs here re-
quired me to flop as little as pofible on the road, I have no
othet way to difchatge the concetn which at prefent lies upon
my heart, than by fending you this letter. - How you will
receive it, I know not; whetlier you will accept it in love,
ar be offended with me, as thie mafter of the damfel was with
Paul for cdhng the evil fpirit out of her, when lic faw the
hope of his gain was gorie, is uncettain: but whatever be
the event, I muft inform yéu, in the iheeknefs and gentlenefs
of CHrisT, that I think Gop has a quarrel with you, for
your abiife of and cruelty to the poor negroes. Whether it
be lawful for cliriftians to buy flaves, and thereby encourage
the natioris froth whence they are brought to be at perpetual
war with each other, I fhall not take upon me to determine 3
but fure [ am it is finful, when bought, to ufc them as bad
as, nay wotfe thari bmtes and whatever particular excepe
tions there may be, (as I would charitably hope there are
fome) I fear the generality of you that own negroes, are liable
to fuch a.charge; for your flaves, I believe, work as hard,

il’ not barder, than the horfes whereon you ride.

Thefe, after they have done their work, are fed and taken
proper care of ; but many negroes, when wearied with labou
in your plantafions, have been obdliged to grind their ewn
corn after they return heme.

C 3 Your
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Your dogs are carefled and fondled at your tables; but
your flaves, who are frequently ftiled dogs or beafts, have not
an equal privilege : they are fcarce permitted to pick up the
¢rumbs which fall from their maflers tables ; nay, fome, as I
have been informed by an eye-witnefs, have been, upon the
moft mﬂmg provocation, cut with kmves, and have had forks
thrown into their flcth ; not to megtion what numbers h@vle
been given up to the inhuman ufage of cruel tafk-mafters,
who by their unrelenting fcourges have ploughed upon their
backs, and made long furrows, and at length brought them
" there are but few fuch monfters of bar-
sfift amonglt you: fome, I hear, have
lin Virginia for killing flaves; and the’
e againft'fuch who at any time murder

themr, : : -

" And perhaps it might be b - “-~ *4ie poor creatures them-
felves, to be hurried out of li > be made o miferable
as they generally are in it. eed, confidering what,
ufage they commonly meet w re wondered, that we:
have not more inftances of { . among - the hegroes,

or that they have not more frequently rifen up in arms againfk
their owners, Pirginia has been once, and Charles-Tows more
than once, threatned in this way. .

. And though I heartily pray Gop, they may never be per-
mitted to get the upper_hand; yet, fhould fuch a thing be

. permitted by providence, all good men muft acknowledge the

judorhent would be juft. For is it not the higheft mgrau-
tude, as well as cruelty, not to let your poor flaves enjoy,
fome fruits of their labour?
. thq pafing along, whilft I have viewed your planta-
tions clegred and cultivated, many fpacious houfes built, and
the owners of them faring fumptuoufly every day, my blood
has frequently almoft run cold within me, to confider how
many of your flaves had neither convenient food to eat,
por proper raiment to put on, noththﬁandmg moft of the '
comforts you enjoy, were folely owing to their indefatiga-
ble}abouts. The fcripture fays, ¢ Thou fhalt not muzzle
the ox that treadeth out the corn.” Does Gop take care
of gxen? And will he ot take carc of the negroes alfo?
I . Undoubtedly
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'badohbtedly he will. . < Go. to now, ye rich men, weep
and howl for your mikries that fhall. come uspon. you.”
Behold the provifion of the poor negroes which have seaped
down your fields, which is by you denied them, crieth,
and the cries of them who reaped, are entered-into the ears of
the LorD of Sabaoth.. We have a.remarkable inftance .of
Gonb’s taking cognifance, and avenging the quarrel, of poor
flaves, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. ¢ Then there was a famine in the days
of David, three years, year after year; and David enquired
of the Lorp. And the LorD anfwered, It is for Sau/ and
his bloody houfe, becaufe he flew the Gibeonites.” Two
things are here very remarkable; firft, that thefe Gibeomites
were only hewers of wood and drawers of water, or, in other
. words, flaves like yours. Secondly, that this plague was fent
by Gop, many years after the injury, the caufe of the plague;
was committed. And for what end was this and fuch like
examples recorded in holy fcripture ! Without doubt for our
learning, upon whom the ends of the world are come: for
Gob is the fame to-day, as he was yefterday, and will con-
tinue the fame for ever. He does not reject the prayer of the
poor and deftitute, nor difregard the cry of the meaneft ne-
groes : their blood which has been fpilt, for thefe many years
in your refpetive provinces, will afcend up to heaven againft
you; I with I could fay, it would fpeak better things than
the blood of. Aéel, But this is not all. Enflaving or mifufing
their bodics, comparatively fpeaking, would be an inconfider-
able evil; was proper care taken of their fouls: but 1 have
great reafon to believe, that moft of you on purpofe keep
your negroes ignorant of chriftianity ; or otherwife, why are
they permitted through your provinces openly to profane the
Lorp’s day, by their dancing, piping, and fuch like? [
know the general pretence for this neglet of their fouls,’ is;
that teaching them chriftianity would make them proud, and
confequently unwilling to fubmit to flavery. But whata
dreadful refle&ion is this upon your holy religiop ! Whag
blafphemous notions muft thofe have, that make fuch an .
objeétion, of the precepts of chriftianity | Do you find any
one command in the gofpel, that has the leaft tendency to
. make people forget their relative duties? Do you not read,
that fervants, and as many as are under the yoke of bond.

C 4 agey
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age,-are required to be fubjet in all lawful things to their
mafters,: and that not only to the good and gentle, but
ilfo to the froward? Nay, may not I appeal to your own
hearts, whether deviating from the laws of Jesus Curist,
is not the caufe of all the evils and miferies mankind now
univerfally groan under, and of all the vices we find both
in ourfelves and others ? Certainly it is, And therefore the
reafon why fervants generally prove fo bad is, becaufe fo
little care is taken to.breed them up in the nurture and ad-
- monition of the Loxp. But fome will be fo bold perhaps
as to reply, ¢ That a few of the negroes have been taught
chriftianity, and notwithftanding have been remarkably worfe
than - others.” But what chriftianity were they taught?
They were baptized, and taught to read and write : ‘and this
- they may ‘do, and much more, and yer be far from the
kingdom of Gobp; for there is a vaft difference between
civiliziog and chriftianizing. a negroe. ‘A black aswellas a
- white man, may be civilized by outward reftraints, and after-
. wards break through thafe reftraints again ; but I challenge
the world to produce a fingle inftance of a negroe’s being
. made a thorough chriftian, and thereby made a worfe fervant ;
~ it cannot be. But further, iff the teaching flaves chriftianity
« has (uch 2 bad influence upon their lives, why are you geacrally
defirous of having your children taught ! Think you, they
- are any way better by nature, than the poor negroes ? No,
in nowife. Blacks are juft as much, -and no more, conecived
- and born in :fin, 'as white men are : both, if -bern and bred
up here; I am perfuaded are naturally . capadle of the fame
improvement.  And- ss for. the grown. negroes, I am apt to
thiak,- whenever the gofpel. is preached with power amongft
¢hem, that mary will “be brought: effeftually home to Gono.
Your:preféent and “paft bad ufage of them, however ill-de-
figtied; may thus far do them good, “as to bresk their wills,
intreafe the fenfe of thelr natural mifery, and confequently
better difpofe their ‘minds to-accept the redemption weought
out for thém by the death.and obedieace of Jrsus CHRisT.
Not long fince, Gop hath been pleafed to make -fome of
the negrots in New-Englandy viflels of mercy ;-and fome, I
kear, have been brought to cry out ¢ What fhall we do to
be faved ?” in the province- of Penfylvania. Doubtlefs there

[ . 18
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is a time, when the fulnefs-of the Gentiles will come in;
-and then, I believe, if not before, thefe defpifed flaves
will find the gofpel of CurisT to be the power of Gop
to their falvation, as well as we. But I know, all argu-
menu to prove the neceffity of taking care of your negroes
fouls, though never fo conclufive, will preve ineffe@ual, till
. you are convinced of the neceflity of fecuring the falvation
of your own. That you yourfelves are not effeétually con-
vinced of this, I think is too notorious to want evidence,
A general deadnefs as to divine things, and not to fay a

generil profanenefs, is difcernible both in paftors and people.
Moft of you are without any teaching priet. And what-
ever quantity of rum there may be, yet I fear but very few
. bibles are annually imported into your difterent provinces.
Gob bas already begun te vifit for this, as well as for othes
wicked things. For near two years laft paft, he has been in
. a remarkable manner contending with the people of Seuth-Ca-
relina ; their houfes have, been depopulated with the fmall
pox and fever, and their own flaves have rifen up in arms
_-againft them. Thefe judgments are undoubtedly fent abroad,
, .ot anly that the inhabitants of that, but of other provinces,
fhould Jearn righteoufnefs : and uslefs you all repent, you
all amuft in like manner exped to perith. Gob firft generally
correts us with whips : if that will not do, he muft cha-
. ftife us with feorpions. A foreign enemy is now threatning
to invade you; end nothing will more provoke Gop, to give
you up as a-prey into their teeth, than impenitence and un-
helief. Let thefe be removed, and the fons of vielence fhall
not be able to hurt yos : no; your oxen fhall be flreng to
Jabour ; there fhall be no decay of your people by epidemical
ficknefs ; no leading away into captivity from abroad ; and
no complaining in your flreets at home. Your fons fhall
grow up as young plants, and your daughters be as the
poliﬂled corners of the temple : and, 0 fum up all blefings
in one, * Then fhall the Lorp be your Gop.” That you *
may be the people who are in fuch a happy cale, is the

earneft prayer of,
Your fincere wdl-wul‘her and fervant in Caus'r,”’
. G.H.
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A
LETTER, &

By dear Friends, New-York, Nov. 1, 1740,
AST night and this merning I read your queries and
feryples. Whether they were compiled by churche
members, or minifters of the prefbyterian perfuafion, I fhall
pot take upon me to determine, I think I may fay with De-
vid, though on another occafion, ¢ Foqb’s hand is in this.”
If your minifters were really the authors, and you only their
reprefentatives, they have not a&ted fimply. They had betree
have fpoken out. I fhould as readily bave anfwered them as
you. Selomen fays, ¢ He that hateth reproof, is brutith.” And
i I know any thing of my own heart, I fhould think myfelf
sbliged to any one that convinces me of an error, either in
principle or pra&ice. 1 therefore affure you, that I do not
find the leaft refentment ftirring in my foul againft thofe (w
ever they be) that propofed the queries, or againfl the reverend
prefbytery that advifed you to fend them to me in a public
maagner : 0o, I rejoicein it ; becaufe it gives me an opportu
nity of doing what my friends know I have for fome time
propoled, the correing fome paffages in my printed fermons.
I think it no dithonour, to retra& fome expreffions that for-
mesly dropped from my pen, before Gop was pleafed to give -
me a more clear knowledge of the dotrines of grace, St.
Axfiin, I think, did fo before me. The Lonrp’s desling with
me was fomewhat out of the common way. 1 can fay, to the
honour of rich free diftinguithing grace, that I received the
Spirit of adoption before I had converfed with one man, ot
read a fingle book, on the do&rine of ¢ Free juftification by
the imputed righteoufnefs of Jzsus CarisT.” No wopdes
then,thatlmnptfoclaxmfomepomuatm,ﬁrﬁhuz
out in the miniftry, Our LorD was pleafed wcnlngh v
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by degrees; and I defire your prayers, that his grace may
thine more and more in my heart, till it breaks forth into per-
fect day.

But to come to the exceptibnable paflages in my fermons.
You blame me for faying,

Vol. 1. page 17. ¢ 'I‘hat Adam was adorned with alf the
perfeitions of thie Deity.” ‘It is a wrong expreffion : I'would
corret it thus: ¢ All the moral communicable perfeQions of
the Deity.” Again, ¢ Man was the perfeQion of the moral
and material world ¢ let it fland thus ; < The perfe&lon of
all the wifible WOrld oA

Vol. IL page 22 and 23:- % Wathies the guilt of fin-a
by the tedrs of a fincere repenitarice, joined with faith i
blood of Jesus Curist.” Thisis falfe diwinity : I woul
now alter it thus: <¢ Reeovers HisTormer peace, by renewing
his a&ls of faith on the perfe& righteoufnefs of JEsus CarisT.”
© Vol. 1. page 79. ¢ Amd which -alone can ‘render-any of
our alions acceptable in Gop’s fight.”? It fhould be, « Ad
without -whichy any of our- né\kms cannot be acceptabic in
Gev’s fight”

. Vol 1. page 16, 6 Who vaiKly depend: an- ﬂmr dwh
righteoafnm, and'not o the righteoufnels of JRsus Curist;
forputeditd, ‘and inherent in them, us’ neceffary fortheir eters
mal falvatién.”’ * To avoid:all miftakes, I would exprefs mmyd
felf in' this mannery ¢ Who have neither CHR 151’8 righteou
nefdimpated to them, for-their juftification inve fight, neg
holinefs wrought in their fouls as:the confequehce of : traty "I
erder to'make thern mmect fér the enjoyment of Go.Mo .1

. Vol. 1" page 7.~ Fer, « T qualify us for dving' fawinply
in Carisy,” read, « To qmlify- us for’ Imrg ctmmﬂy wzt;
CHurisT.” |

The feeming’contradi®tion:in !ny fermon, Vol. IL:p. 128.
compared with p. 137. I thisk.may be reconciled by that. paf--
fage of thie Apoftle,” * After you believed, you were Tealed by
the Spirit ofiprdamiife.”” Yourarguing on this head, p. 21. fecs
tion vii. I think is not fo clear. Might you not as seafonably
have blamed. Jesus CurisT for faying to a.dead man,. ¢ La~
24rus, come forch 2 However, inftead of gquickéning Spmt,
'ol IL. p. r37. let it bcrezd, o &n&xfymg Spmta”

6 e ..
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Vol. IL. p. 33. < The man CurisT JEsus is fpiritually

formed in your hearts.” 1 wouid alter it thus, ¢ That
Curist is formed within you.”
. Vol. 1. p. §3. ¢ The many fouls that are nourifhed
weckly by the fpiritual body and blood of Jesus CHrisT by
your means.” Let it be altered for thefe words, ¢ Noun!hed
weekly at the LorD’s {upper by your means.

I fee no reafon to alter my explanation of the words,
¢ Baptizing them into the nature of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft;” and, * CurisT fpiritually conceived in the
heart of Eve :” I mean no more by thefe expreflions than thd
Apoftle, when he fays, < Know yc not that CHRIsT is in
you, unlefs you be reprobates ! And again, ¢ No one can
call CurisT, Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft.” And again,
¢ We are made partakers of a divine nature.” Vol. I p. 128.,
thefe words [in the Lord’s prayer] may be left out.: though,
i the word mame fignifies Gop’s attributes, according to your
own confeflion, why may it not fignify his effence ? What
are Gop’s attributes but Gop himfelf ?

Vol. L. p. 14. - After, ¢ effential ones too,” m{err, « 1!’
perfons are capable of performing them.”

Thefe, if I miftake not, are all the paﬂ'ages in my fermons,
which you obje& againft. And now to convince you :that §
am not athamed to own my faults, I can inform you of other
paflages as jufkly exceptionable, In my fermon on jufification;
I feem to affert univerfal redemption, which 1 now abfolutely
deny. In my almofl chrifiian, 1 talk of works procuring us fd
high a crown. In my fermon on the marks of the new-birh,
1 fay, ¢« We fhall endure to the end, if we continue fo. Thefe
and perhaps fome other paffages, though capable of a candnd
interpretation, I now diflike ; and in the next edition of my
fermons, Gop willing, I propofe to ulter them. In the mean
while, I fhall be thankful to any that will point out my er«
rors ; and I promife, by divine affiftance, they fhall have no
reafon to fay, ¢ That I am one who hates to be reformed.”
¢ Let the righteous fmite me, it fhall be 2 kindnefs ; and let
him reprove me, and it fhall be an excellent oil, which fhall
not break my head : for yet my prayer alfo fhall be in theie

galamities.”
" As
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As for your infinuating, that I countenance Mr Wefley in

‘his errors, it is no fuch thing. I prefaced Halyburton's Me-

moirs before I faw what Mr. Wqu had written ; and fince I
Rave feen it, have mere than once faid,  ¢¢ If I had known
what Mrs. Wefley had written, I would not have prefaced Ha-
kburton at all. 1do not,underftand Mr. #efley in his inter-
pretation of thefe words, *¢ He that is born again of Gopy
finpeth not ;” and therefore haye torn off that part of his pre-
face, out of feveral of thofe books which I have gwen away’
lately, and haye acquainted him in what I think in this pac=
ticular he errs, by fundry letters.

You wrong me, if you think I am an dwm. For
whcn I fay, * Gop made no'fecond covenant with Adam,” 1
mean no more than this : ¢ Gon made no fecond covenant
with Adem in bis own perfon in behalf of his pofterity ; nor
did man’s acceptance in the fight of Gop, after the fall, de-
pend, either wholly .or in part, on his works, as'before the
fall.” Whoever reads the author of The Whole Duty of Man,
will find he thinks otherwife ; and I believe your friends in
§rotland will not -thank you for chfending that bopk, as you
feemingly have done in your late queries, - :

- Your obje&ions, concerning my favourable apinion of fame .
particular quakers that I have converfed with ; and alfo aboit
fome particular promnfes, which I think hm been made me,
you may find fatisfied in my ¢ Anfwer to the Bifhop of Lon-

. don’s laft Paftoral Letter,” and in'a * Letter to the Bithop of.

Glaucefler.”

L am no friend to cafling lou but 1 believe, .on extraordi-
nary qecafions, when things can be determined no other way,
Gob, if appealed to, and ‘waited.on by prayer and fafting,
will anfwer by lot now, as well as formerly. .

Do aot condemn me for preaching extempore, and for faymg,
Iam helped often immediately in that exercife ; when thoufands
can prove, as well as mylelf, that it has been fo. Neither
fhould you cenfure me'as one that would lay afide readmg.
1 am of Bithop Sanderfon’s mind : * Study without prayer, is
stheilm ; prayer without ftudy, prefumption.” Blame not
me, for the. warnith of fome of my adherents, as. you call
them. One of your minifters knows, how fharply I rebuked
one of them for his warmth, at Forks-Manor. 1 am for loving
» bmhren, and with all would copy after the lowly ]ts;:.

t
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But then T eannot difcommend thofe (fuppofing they do it in
the fpirit of meeknef ) who exclaim againft dry, faplefs, un-
converted minifters. Such furely are the bane of the chriftian
church. But my ether affairs will not permit me to enlarge.
Some of the latter part of your queries, for your own, and

. not my own fake, I fhall not mention. I hope I can fay with

more fincerity than Huzael, « Is your fervant a dog, that he
fhould do” what you fuggeft ! But I pray Gob to forgive
you. He knows my heart. My one defign is to bring poor
fouls to JEsus CHrisT. I defire to avoid extremes, fo as not
to be a bigot on the one hand, or cenfound order and decency
on the other. And I could heartily with the reverend pref-
bytery, when they advifed you to publith ydur queries, had
alfo cautioned you againft dipping your pen in fo much gall.

Surely your infinuations are contrary to that charity, which
hopeth and believeth all things for the beft. And I appeal to’
your own hearts, whether it was right, cfpecially fince you
heard the conftant tenor of my preaching in America has been
calviniflical, to cenfure me as a Papifl or Arminian, becaufe a
few unguarded expreflions dropped from my pen, juft as I
came from the univerfity of Oxfird. Could Archbithop i/
lotfon, or the Author of The W bole Duty of Man, fay fo? But
I have done. The Lorp be with you! I am a poor frail

-creature.  And as fuch 1 befeech you to pray for

Your affeQionate friend and fervant,
GsorGE WHITEFIELD,

.

Vor.1V. D - ‘A LET-
33 ' : :
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L E T T E R
TO THE

Rev, Mr.. Joun WEesnev.

P R E F A C &

Ilm wvery well awgre, what different gfa‘?x the publifbing this
Letter againft the dear Mr. Welley’s Sermon will produee.
Many of my friends, that are firenitons advocates for univerfal Re-
demption; will immediately be offended:  Many that are zealous
on the other fide, twill be much rejoiced. T bey that are Iul'hwann
on both fides, and are carried away with tarnal reafamng, ill
wifb this matber bad never been brought under dtbql: “The ! ua%l
1 bave given at the lnguming of the leiter, I think ate fu ﬁamx’to
Jatisfy all, of my conda? berein. I defire there ﬂre, that they ubo
" bold Ele&ion would not triumph, or make a party on one Imr(d ;
(for 1deteft amy ﬁu‘b tbmg ) and that tbq wbo are prqndmd again
that dof3rine, be uot 190 much concerned or offended on the othgr.
Known unts God are aII his ways from the bggmning of the war(da
The great day will difeqvers by the Lord pérmits dear Mr.
Welley and me 1o be of a diffirent way of thinking. At prefents
1 foall ake no enguiry into that matter, beyond the account wbu‘b
be bas given of it bimfelf in the fdkwm‘ lz:tzr, wbub 1 M
reeiyed from bis own dear bandy. %'

D3 My
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My dear Brotker, London, Auguft 9, 1740,
Thank you for yours, May the 24th.  The cafe is guite plain.
There are bigots both for predeflination and againft it. God
is ﬁuding a mefflage to thife on either fide, But neither will re-
efUE ity unlefs from one who is of their own opinin. Tb:rgm,
Jor d time you are j' iffered’to be of ome opinion, and I of ancther,
But wbm bis time is come, God will do what man cannot, namely,
make us both of ane mind. Then ?"f"‘m" will flame out, and
it will be feen whether we count our “lives dear unto eurfelves, fo
that we may ﬁn jb our courﬁ with joy. X am, my deareft brother,
. oo Ewrjvm. N
J Wesrey.

~.. Thus my honowred friend, 1 beartily pray God to baflen the time,
Jor bis being clearly enlightened into all the doéirines of divine reve-
bagion, that we may thus be clofely united in principle and judgment,
as well as beart and aff¢étion.  And then if the Lord fbould call
s to ity I care not if I go with bim te prifon, or to death.  For
bkike Paul and Silas, I bope we fball fing praifes to God, and'couns
it our bighef! benowr 1o fuffer for Chrifi's fake, .and to la; d.wl
o lives for the brethren.

~

Bethefda in Georgia, Dec. 24, 1740.

Reverend and very dear Brother, ’
QD only knows, what unfpeakable fosrow of Neart'I

. have felt on your account; fince I left England laft.
Whether it be my infirmity or not, I frankly confefs, that
""fonab could not go with more relu@tance againt Nincveh,
than I now take pen in band to write againﬁ you. Was na-

" ture to fpeak, I had rather die than do it; and yet if I am
faithful to Gop, and to my own and other’s fouls, 1 muft not
* ftand neuter any Ionger. I am very apprehenfive, that our.
common ‘adverfaries  will rejoice to fee us differling among
ourfelvés. But what can I fay? The children of Gob are in
.'danger of falling into error. Nay, numbers have been mifled,
*. whom Gob has been pleafed to work upon by my miniftry,
and a greates number are il calling atoud upon me, to iw
alfo my opinion; I muft then fhew, that I know no man

_ after the flefh, and that l bave no sefpe& to perfoms, any
furthes
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further than is confifient ‘with my-duty to my Lord and
Mafter, Jesus Curisr. o ) S

This letter, no doubt, will lofe me many friends : 2nd fof
this caufe, perhaps Gop has laid this difficult tafk upon me;
even to fec whether I am willing to forfake all for him, of
not. Fram fuch confiderations as thefe, I think it my duty
to bear an humble teftimony, ahd earfieftly to plead for thé
truths, which I am convinced, ate clearly revealed in'the
word of Gob. 'In the defence whereof I muft ufe greit plain-
nefs of fpeech, and treat thy dedreft friends upon earth with
the greateft fimplicity; faithfulnefs and freedom, leaving the
confequences of all to Gon. . ‘ '

" For fome time befote, and efpkciilly fince my laft depar-
ture from England, both in public and piivaté; by preaching
and printing, you have been propagating the dotrine of uni-
werfal redemption. And when 1 remember, how Paul reproved
Peter for his diffimulation, I fear I have been finfully filen¢ .
too long. O then be not angry with me, dear aad honoured
Sir, if tiow I deliver iy foul, by telling you, that I think
in this you greatly etr. o

*Tis not my defigtt to ehter iiito a lorig debate on Gon’s
dectees. I refer you to Dr. Edwards his Veritas Redux, whichig
I think, is unarifwerable, except ih a certain point; concern+
ing a middle fort between ele& and reprobaté, which he hims
felf in effelt afterwards condemns:

I fhall only make a few remarks iipan yotir fermion, éntitled
Pree-Grace. And before I entet upon the difcourfe itfelf, give
me leave to take a little notice of what, in your pieface; you
term an indifpenfible obligation, to take it public to all the
world. I muft own, that I always thought you were Guite
miftaken upon that head. The cafe (you know) fands thus:
When you was at Briflol, I think you received a letter from @
private hand, charging you with not préaching the gofpel,
becaufe you did not preach up cleCtion. Upon this you drew
a lot: the anfwer was ¢ preach and print.” 1 Kave ofter
queftioned, as I do now, whether in fo doing, you did not
tempt the Lorp. A due exercife of religious pradenice, with<
out a lot, would have direffed you in that matter. Befides, }
trever heard that you enquired of Gob, whether of not clec-
tion was a gofpel do&rine? But I fear, taking it for granted,

Dgs i
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it s not, you énly enquired, whether you fhould be fxlcnt,
ar-preach and print againft it? Howevcr this be, the lot came
out « p,-m»b and prrint " accordingly you preached and printed
againft cle&ion, At my defire, you fupprefled the pubhﬂung
the fermon whilft I was in England ; but foon fent.it into the
wmld after my departure. O that you had kept it in | How-
¢ver, lf that fermon was printed in anfwer to a lot, I am apt
to ‘think, one reafon, why Gop fhould fo fuffer you to be
decech ‘was, that hereby a (pecial obligation might be laid
upon ‘me, falthfully to declare the fcripture do&rine of elec-
tion; that thus the Lowp might give me a frefh opportunity of
feemg what was in my heart, and whether I would be true to
his caufe or not ; could not but grant, he did once be-
fore, by | glvmg you Yuch another lot at Deal. The morning
I failed from DmI for Gibraler, you arrived from Georgia. In- .
ftead of gwmg me an opportunity to converfe with you, though ,
the fhip was not far off the fhore; you drew a lot, and im-
medxately fet forwards to London. You left a letter behind
you, in which were words to this éffe®. ¢ When 1 faw
Gon, by the wind which was carrying you out, brought me
30, I'afked counfel of Gop. His anfwer you ‘have enclofed.”
“This 'was a piece of paper, in which were written thefe words.
“¢¢'Let Nich retarn to Londen.”
“"When 1 récelved this, I was fomewhat furprized. Here was
a good man telling me, he had caft a'lot, and that Gop would
‘have me return to Lendon. On the other hand, T knew my
call Was to Georgia, and that I had taken leave of London, and
'could not juftly go from the foldiers, who were comanitted to
my charge. I betook myfelf with a friend to prayer. That
‘paffage in the firft book of Kinmgs, chap. 13. was powerfully
imprefed upon my foul, where we are told, ¢ That the Pre-
phet was flain by a lion, that was tempted to go back, (con-
-trary to Gop’s exprefs order) upon another Prophet’s telling
"him G b would have him do fo.” T wrote you word, that I
could not return to London. We failed immediately. Some
“months after, I received a letter from you at Gargia, wherein
_you wrote words to this effect. ¢ Though Gob never before
gave me a wréong lot, yet, perhaps, he fuffered me to have fuch
a lot at that time, to try what was in your heart.” I fhpald
ne» er have publifhed this pnvate tranfa&ion to the world, did
not
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not the glory of Gop call me to it. It is plain you had 2
wrong lot given you here, and juftly, becaufe you tempted
Gob in drawing one. And thus I believe it is in the prefent
cafe. And if fo, let not the-children of Gop, who are miné
and yoyr intimate friends; and alfo advocates for univer/fal re-
demption, think that do&trine true, becaufe-you preached it up
in compliance with a lot given out from Gop.

This, I think, may ferve as an anfwer to that part of the
preface, to yous printed fermon, wherein you fay, ¢¢ nothing
but the ftrongef convition, not only that what is here ad-
vanced is the gruth as it is in Jesus, but alfo that I am indif-
penfibly obliged to declare this truth to all the world.” That
you believe what you have written to be truth, and that you
honeftly aim at Gop’s glory in writing, I do not in the leaft
-doubt. But then, honoured Sir, I cannot but think you have
been much miftaken, in imagining that your tempting Gep,
by cafting a lot in the manner you did, could lay you under
an indifpenfible obligation to any aQion, much lefs to publith
your fermon againft the do&rine of predeflination to life.

I muft next obferve, that as you have been unhappy in print-
ing at all, upon fuch an imaginary warrant, fo you have been
as unhappy in the choice of your text. Honoured Sir, how
could it enter into your heart, to chufe a text to difprove the
doclrine of cleGtion, out of the 8th of the Romans, where this
do&rine is fo plainly afferted, that once talking with a quaker
upon this fubje, he had no other way of evading the force
of the Apoftle’s aﬂi:mon, than by faying, ¢ I believe Paul
was in the wrong.” And another friend lately, who was once
highly prejudiced againft ele&ion, ingenuoufly confefled, ¢ that
ke ufed to think St. Pau/ himfelf was mlﬂaken, or that he was
not truly tranflated.”

Indeed, honoured Sir, it is plain, beyond all contradt&wu,
that St. Paul through the whole eighth of the Romans, is
fpeaking of the privileges of thofe only who are really in
CHrisT. And let any unprejudiced perfon read what goes
‘before; and what follows your text, and he muft confefs the
word ALL only fignifies thofe that are in CHR1sT ; and the lat-
ter part of the text plainly proves, what, I find, dear Mr.
Wefley will, by no means, grant, I mean the final perfeverance
of the children of Gob, - ¢ He that fpared not his own Sori,

. but
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but delivered him up for us all, (i. ¢. all Saints) how fhall he
not with him alfo freely give us all things.” Grace, in parti-
cular, to enable us to perfevere, and every thing elfe neceflary
to carry us home to our Father’s heavenly kingdom.

Had any one a mind to prove the doltrine: of elelion, as
well as of final p:rjwerana, he could hardly wifh for a text
more fit for his purpofe, than that which you have chofen to
difprove it. One that does not know you, would fufpeét you
yourfelf was fenfible of this: for after the firft paragraph, I
fcarce know whether you have mentioned it fo much as once,
through your whole fermon.

But your difcourfe, in my opinion, is as little to the pur-
pofe as your text, and inftead of warping, does but more and
more confirm me in the belief of the do&rine of Gop’s eternal
glection,

1 fhall not mentlon how illogically you have proceeded.
Had you written clearly, you fhould firft, honoured Sir, have
proved your propofition, ‘¢ that Gop’s grace is free to all,”
and then by way of inference, exclaimed againft what you call
the borrible decree.  But you knew that people (becaufe armis
mianifm, of late, has fo much abounded among us) were ges-
nerally prejudiced abam(l the do&rine of reprabation, and there«
fore thought if you kept up their diflike of that, you could
averthrow the doétrine of eletion entirely. For, without
doubt, the do&rinc of elettion and reprobation muft ftand or
fall together.

But pafling by this, as allo your equivocal definition of the
word grace, and your falfe definition of the word free, and
that | may be as fhort as poffible, I frankly acknowlaigc, I
belicve the doltrine of reprobation, in this view, that Gop
intends to give faving grace, through Jesus CrRisT, only to
a certain number, and that the reft of mankind, after the fall -
‘of Adam, being juftly left of Gob to ¢ontinue in fin, will ay
laft fuffer that eternal death, which is its proper wages.

This is ‘the cftablifhed doétrine of fcripture, and acknows
lcdged as fuch in the 17th article of the church of England,
s Bithop Burnet himfelf confefles; yet dear Mr. # tfley abfo«
luuly denies lt‘ .

. But the moft umgortant ob_]ealons, which you have arged
wgaintt this dodtrine, as reafons why you rejet it, being feri-
oully

P
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oufly ‘confidered, and fmhful!y tried by the word of Gop,
will appear to be of no force at all. Let the matter be huni-
bly and calmly reviewed, as to the following heads.

Firft; you fay, ¢ if this be fo (4. e. if there be an elc&lon)
then is all preaching vain: it is needlefs to them that are elecl-
ed; for they, whether with preaching or without, " will infal-
libly be faved. Therefore, the end of preaching to fave fouls
is void, with regard to them. And it is’ ufelefs to them thie
are not ele@ed ; for they cannot poflibly be faved; they, whé-
ther with preaching or without, will infallibly be damned.
The end of preaching is therefore void, with regard to them
likewife, So'that in eitler cafe our preaching is vain, and
your hearing alfo vain.”” Page 10th, paragraph the gth.

O dear Sir, wbat kind of reafoning, or rather fophiftry is
this! Hath not Gop, who hath appointed falvation for a cer-
tain number, appointed’ dlfo the preaching of the word, as a
means to bring them to it? Does any one hold election in any
othér fenfe ? And if fo, how is preaching needlefs to them thae
are ele@ed ;' when the gofpel is defigned by Gop himfelf, to
be the power of GoD unto their eternal falvation ¥ And finte
we know not who are ele&, and who reprobate, we are to
proach promifcuoufly to all. For the word miay be ufefd,
even to the non-eledt, in reftraining them frdm much wicked-
nefs and fin. However, it is enough to excite to the utmuft
diligence in preaching and hearing, wheri we cotifider, that by
thefe means, fome, even as many as the Lorp hath ordainéd
to cternal life, fhall certainly be quickened and erfabled to be-
Jieve. And who, that attends, efpecially with réverehce nhd
care, can tell but he mzy bs found of that happy number ?

Secondly, you fay, .¢ that it, fthe do&rine of eletion and -
reprobation} direétly tends to defiroy that holinefs,” which'is
the end of all the ordinances of Gon.” For, (fays the debr
miftaken Mr. Wefley) ¢ it wholly takes away thofe firft ma-
tives to follow after it, {o frequently propofed in feripture.
The hope of future reward, and fear of punifhment, the bope
of heaven, and the fear of hell, &c.” page 11th.

I thought, that one who carries perfetion to fuch an ek
alted pitch as dear Mr. #2/ley does, would know, that a trke
lover of the Lorp Jesus CHR1sT would ftrive to be holy for
the fake of being holy, and work fer Curist oist of love akd

gratitude,
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gratitude; withont any regard to the rewards of- heaven, gr
fear of ‘hell. You remember, dear Sir, what Scougal fays,

. Love’s a more powerful motive that does them move.”
But pafling by this, and granting that rewards and punifh-
_ments (as they «ertainly are) may be motives from which,a .
chriftian may be honeflly ftirred up to a& for Gop, how dogs
_the doétrine of eleGion deftroy thefe motives?! Do nat the
.ele® know that the more good works they do, the greater
wil] be their reward ? And is not that encouragement. enough
%o fet them upen, and caufe them to perfevere in working for
. Jrsus CurisT? And how does the do&rine of ele&tian de-
 ftroy holinefs? Whoever preached any other ele&tion, than
what the Apoftle preached, when he faid, ¢ Chofen through
" fan&ification of the Spirit!” Nay, is not holinefs made a
.mark of our eleGtion by all that preach it? And bow then
can the do&lrine of ele@ion deftroy halinefs ?

The inftance which you bring to illuftrate your aflertion, -
.indeed, dear Sir, is quite impertineat. * For you fay, “ If a
, fick man knows, that he muft unavoidably die or unavoidably
. recover, though he knows mot which, it is not reafonable to

take any phyfic at all,” page 17. Dear Sir, what abfurd rea-
,foning is here?  Was you ever fick in your life?” If fo, did
not the bare probability or peffibility of your recovering,
though you kaew it was unalterably fixed, that you muft live
or die, encourage you to take phyfic? For how did you know,
. but that very phyfic might be the means Gobp intended to
secover you by 7 Juft thus it is as to the dotrine of cletion.
I know that it is unalterably fixed, may onc fay, that I muft
be damneéd or faved ; but fince I know not which, for a cer-
* tainty, why fhould I not ftrive, though at prefemt in a flate
of nature, fince I know not but this ftriving may be'the means
. Gob has intended to blefs, in order to bring me into-a fiate
.of grace? Dear Sir, confider thefe.things. Make an impars
tial application, and then judge whit little reafon you bad ta
conclude the 10th paragraphy page 12, in thefe.words : ¢ So
dire@ly does this do&trine tend to fhut the very gate pf
- ‘holinefs in general, to hinder unholy men from ever apprqachs
ing thereto, . or ftriving to eniter in thereat.”
« As dire@ly,” fay you paragraph 11, © Joes the dadtrie
tend to deftroy feveral. particular. branches of hylinefsy fuch as
meeknefsy
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medknels,. love, 8c.” I fhall fay lictle, dear Sis, in anfwer
to this paragraph. Dear Mr. #efly pethaps has been dif-
puting with fome warm narrow fpirited men that held eleclion,

and then. infers, that their warmth and narrewnefs of fpirit, -

was owing to their principles ! But does not deas Mr. #y/ly
know 'many dear children of Gop, who ars'predeftinariansg
and yet are: meek, loewly, pitiful, courtéous, tender-hearted,
Xind, of a catholic fpirit, and bope to fee the moft vile and
profligate of men converted ?  And why ? beeaufe they know
Gob faved thembeives by an a& of his cleQing love, and they

knew. not:but he may have eledted thofe who now feem to be -

the moft abandoned. But, dear Sir, w% muft sot judge of
the truth of ‘principles i gemeral, nor of this of. eletion in
particulas, entircly from the pradtice of fome that profefs to
bold them, . If fo, I am fure much might be fid.againft yous
own. For I appeal to your -own hears, whether or not you
bave not fclt in yourfelf, or obferved in others, a narrow-fpiy
ritednefs, apd fome difunion of foul refpeing thofs that bold
paticudac redechption. - Jf fo, then according to your owa

rule, anivyvfal redemption is wreng; becaufe it deftroys feveral -

bxanghes of holinefs, fuch as meeknefs, love, Sic. But not
to infifk upan this, I beg you would obferve, that your infe-
#ence .is. entirely fet afide by the force of the Ayoﬁle’s argue
mont, andithe language which he exprefly ules, Col, iii. 12, 43
f¢ Put on, thérefore, (as the ale@ of Go®, holy and beloved)
bawels of mercy, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, mecknefs,
long-fuffcring, forbearing one another, and forgiving one
shother, .if any ‘man haye 2 quarrel againft sny, cven
CHRrisy forgave you, fo alfo do ye.” Here we fee that the
Apafile exhéris them to put ea bowels of mercy, kindpels,
dumblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fuﬁ'ermg, &c. upon this
confideratidn, npamicly, -becawfe they were eleét of Gop,
And ali who have expecimentally felt this do&rine in their

bear:s, feel that thefg graces ate the-gonuine effets of theis

beihg cle&ted of Gop.

. But, perhaps dear Mr. Wiy may be mifaken in thiy

point,  and ‘call that paffion, which is guly-2sal for Gon's
‘truths. You know, dear Sir, the Apeftle exhorts us ¢a
¥ticantend earneftly for the faich cnce delivered wo the faints,”

'and therefore ’ou myft not cdn&enm all'that appear 2 zcalous :’;r
e
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the do&trine of clection, as narrow-fpirited, ok perfecutors, ben
ciufe-they think it their daty to oppofe you.' I am fure, 1 love
yoti‘in the bowels of Jesus:Carist, and think I could:lay
‘down my life-for your fake ; but yet, dear Sir, I cannot help
fivendoully eppofing your ‘errors apon this important. fubjedty
beenufe | think you iwarmly, “though not defignedly, oppofe
the: trath, ‘ss-it-is in Jesus. May the. LorD: remove the
foales of prejudice from off' the.eyes of your mind, and givd
you a zeal accerding to true chriftian knowledgel: . . . |
\* Fhirdly, fayg your fermon, page 13, paragraph 12, * This
deQrine iy to deftroy the comforu ‘of rdzgion; dmhlﬂn.
efd of ghtiflizivy, Sec.”. .

i Pyt hew dots Mr. #e /Iq know thla, who neverlbuheved
eledtion? ' I believe they who have expericnoed it, will agres
with our 19th-artield, < That the godly confideration of pre-
deflinatioh, and tledtion in Curisr, s full of fwéct, pleafane;
unfpeakable codifort to godly perfoms,” and, fuch as' feel ‘in
themlelves the wotking of the Spirit ‘of: CHrI5 T, -mettifying
thevworks of the fisfh, and-their carthly members, anddraws
§ng their minds to figh and heavenly things, amwelbh:azuk
it oes greatly eftablith and confirm their faith of ietermal fate
vation, to be enjoyed through Crrigr, as becaufu it duckiferz

veatly kindle their lave towards Gop, &c.” .Tiis plainly .

thews; that cur godly reformers did ‘not think sle@iowdes
ftroyed holine(s, or the comforts of religion. As for my.own
part, this do&rine’ is my daily fupport: I fhould.utterly. finl
under 2 drcad of my impending trials, was I not firmly pers
foaded that Gop has chofen me in CHRIST from before the
foundation of the world, and that now.being effeGually called;
-he will fuffer none to pluck me out of his almighty hand, ...
“You proceed. thus : ¢ This is evident as to all thofe -whé
'belieVe themfclves to be reprobate;  or.only fufpedt or far it 3
‘alt the great and precious premifes .asc ot to them; they af-
Yord them no ray of comfort.” . '
In anfwer to this, let me obfcrve, th.t none lmag, efpe.
%fdlly none whe are defirous of flvation, can know that they
fare not of the-number of Gob’s eled. None, but the uncon-
Werted, can bave any juft reafon, fo uch as to fear it. And
‘would dear Mr. Wefley give comfort; or dare you apply the
“precious promifts of the gofpel, being children’s bread, to men
T in

s,
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in 2 natural ftate, while they continue fo? Gob forbid !
What if the do&rine of election and reprobation does put fome
sipon doubting ? So does that of regéneration. But, is not
this doubting, a good means to put them upon fearching and
ftriving ; and that ftriving, a good means to make their calling
and their ele@tion fure. This is one reafon among many
others, why I admire the do&trine of elettion, and am con-
vinced that it fhould have a place in gofpel miniftrations, and
fhould be infifted on with faithfulnefs and care. It has a na-
tural tendency to rouze the foul out of its carnal fecurity. And
therefore many carnal men cry out againft it. Whereas uni-
verfal redemption is a notion fadly adapted to keep the foul in
its lethargic fleepy condition, and therefore fo many natural
men admire and applaud it,

Your 13th; 14th, and 15th paragraphs come next to be
_confidered. ¢ The witnefs of the Spirit, (you fay, para-
graph 14, p. 14.) experience fthews to be ‘much obftructed
by this dorine.” But, dear Sir, whofe experience? Not
your own ; for in your Journal, from your embarking fog
Georgia, to your return to London, page the laft, you feem to
acknowledge that you have it not, ‘and therefore you are no
competent judge in this matter. You muft mean then the
expencnce of others. For you fay in the fame paragraph,
¢ Even in thofe who have tafted of that good gift, whq
yet have foon loft it again, (I fuppofe you mean loft the
fenfe of it again) and fallen back into doubts and fears and
darknefs, even horrible darknefs that might be felt, &c.”
Now, as to the darknefs of defertion, was not this the cafe of
Jusus CurisT himfelf, after he had received an unmeafurable
undtion of the Holy Ghoﬁ? Was not his foul exceeding
forrowful, even unto death, in the garden ?  And was he not
furrounded with an homble darknefs, even a darknefls that
might be felt, when on the crofs he cryed out, * My
Gop! My Gop! why haft thou forfasken me?” And
that all his folJowers are liable to the fame, is it not evident
from fcripture ?  For, fays the Apoftle, ¢ He was tempted in
all things like unto his brethren, that he might be able to
fuccour thofe that are teampted.” And is not their lisblenels
thereunto, confiftent with that conformity to him in fuffering,
wkid} his members are to-bear? Why then fhould peffons

3 falling
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falling into darknefs, after they have reccived the witnefs of
the Spirit, be any argument againft the do@rine of eleQtion 2’
“ Yes, you fay, dany, very many of thofe thap bold it not,
in all parts of the earth, have enjoyed the uninterrupted wit-
nefs of the Spirit, the continual light of Gop’s countenance,
ftom the moment wherein they firft belicved, for many
months or years to this very day.” But how does dear Mr.
W ofley know this 7 Has he confulted the experience of many,
very many in all parts of the earth? Or could he be fure of
what he hath advanced without fufficient. grOunds, would it
follow, that their being kept in this light, is owing to theu'
not. believing the do&trine of cle&tion? No, this, according
to the fentiments of our church, ¢ greatly confirms and efta-
blifhes a true chriftian’s faith of eterna] falvation through
CHrisT,” and is an anchor of hope, both fure and ﬁedfa?('
when he walks in darknefs and fees no light ; as cextamly he
may, even after he hath received® the witnefs of the Spmt,
whatever you or others may unadvifedly affert to the contrary.
Then, to have refpe& to Gop’s everlafting covenant, and
to throw himfelf upon the free diftinguithing love of that
Gon, who changeth pot, will make him lift up the hands
that hang down, and ftrengthen the feeble knees. But, with-
out the belief of the do&@rine of eleéhon, and the immutability
bf the free Jove of Gobp, I cannot fee how it is poffible tha¢
any fHould have a comfortable aflurance of eternal favation.
What could it fignify to a man, whofe corifcience is thoroughly
awakened, and who is warned in good earneft to feek delive-
sange from the wrath to come, though he fhould be affured
that all his paft fins arc forgiven, and that he is now a child

of Gop; if notwithftanding this, he .may hereafter become a

 child of the devil, and be caft into hell ac Jaft ? Could fuch
an afurance yield any folid lafting comfort to a perfon con-
vinced of the corruption and treachery, of his own heart, and
of the malice, fubtilty, and power of Sy atan? No! ghat which
alone deferves the name of a full affurance of faith, is fuch an
affurance, as-emboldens the believer, under the fenfe of his
intereft in diftinguithing love, to give the challenge to all his
adverfaries, whether men or devils, and that with regard to

all their future, as well as prefent attémpts to deftroy ;. faym
with the Apoitle, « Who fhall lay any thing to the chgge of
7 oD's
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Gon's ele? It is Gop that juftifies ; who is he thaf con-
deriins me ? It is CHRIsT that died : yea rather that is rifen
again, who is even at the right hand of Gop, who alfo
maketh interceffion for me. Who fhall feparate me from the
love of ChrisT ? fhall tribulation or diftrefs, or perfccution
or famine, 6r nakednefs, or peril or fword ! Nay, in all thefe
things I am more than congueror, through him that loved me.
For I am perfuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels,
not principalities nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things
to come; nor heighth nor depth, ner any other creature, thail
be able to feparate me from the love of Gop which is in
CHRrisT JEsus my Lorp.”

This, dear Sir, is the triumphant language of every foul
that has artained a full aflurance of faith. And this aflurance
can only arife from a belief of Gobp’s eleQing everlafting love,
That many have an aflurance they are in CHRIST to-day, but
take no thought for, or are not affured they fhall be in him
to-morrow; nay to all eternity, is rather their imperfeQtion
and unhappinefs, than their privilege. I pray Gop to bring all
fuch to a fenfe of his eternal love, that they may no longer -
build upon their own faithfulnefs, but on the.-unchangeable=
nefs of that Gop, whofe gifts and callings are without repefi-
tance. For thofe whom Gob has once juftified, he alfo will
glorify. I obferved before, dear Sir; it is not always a fafe
sule to judge of the truth of principles from people’s pratice:
And therefore, fuppofing that all who hold univerfal redempa
tion in your way of explaining it, after they received faith,
enjoyed the continual uninterrupted fight of Gobp’s counte-
hance, it does not followy that this is a fruit of their principle:
" for that I am fure has a natural tendericy to keep the foul in
darknefs for ever ; becaufe the creature thereby is taught; that
his being kept in a ftate of falvation, is owing to his own
free will. And wbhat a fandy foundation is that for a poor
creature to build his hopes of perfeverance upon? Every re-
lapfe into fin, every furprize by temptation, muft throw him
¢ into doubts and fears; into horrible darknefs, even darknefs
that may be felt.” Hence it is, that the letters which have
been lately fent me by thofe who hold univerfal redemption,
are dead and lifelefs, dry and inconfiftent, in comparifon of
thofe I receive from perfons on the contrary fide. Thofe who.

Vor. IV, E fettle
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fettle in the univerfal fcheme, though they might begin in the
Spirit, (whatever they may fay to the contrary) are eading in
the flefh, and building up a righteoufnefs founded on their
own free will : whilft the others triumph in hopes of the glory
of Gop, and build upon Gob's never-failing promife, and
unchangeable love, even when his fenfible prefénce is with-
drawn from them. But I would not judge of the truth of
eletion, by the experience of any particular perfons : if I did
(O bear with me in this foolifhnefs of boafting) I think I
myfelf might glory in ele@ion. For thefe five or fix years I
have received the witnefs of Gop’s Spirit ; fince that, blefled
be Gop, I have not doubted a quarter of an hour of 2 faving
intereft in Jesus CHRIsT : but with grief and bumble thame I
do acknowledge, I have fallen into fin often fincethat. Though
I do not, dare not allow of any one tranfgreflion, yet hitherto
I have not been (nor do I expe& that while I am in this pre-
fent world I ever fhall be) able to live one day perfeétly free
from all defe@s and fin. And fince the fcriptures declare,
¢ That there is not a juft man upon ecarth,” no, not ameng
thofe of the higheft attainments in grace, ¢ that doeth good
and finneth not ;> we are fure that this will be the cafe of all
the children of Gop. The univerfal experience and acknow-
ledgment of this among the godly in every age, is abundantly
fufficient to confute the error of thofe who hold in an abfolute
fenfe, that after a man is born again he cammot commit fin ; efpe-
cially, fince the Holy Ghoft condemns the perfons who fay
they have no fin, as deceiving themfelves, as being deftitute
of the truth, and making Gop a liar, 1 Fobn i» 8, 10. I
have been alfo in heavinefs through manifold temptations, and
expe&t to be often fo before I'die. Thus were the Apoftles
and primitive chriftians themfelves, Thus was Luther, that
man of Gon, who, as far as I ¢can find, did not peremptorily,
at leaft, hold eletion ; and the great Fobn Arndt was in the
utmoft perplexity but a quarter of an hour before he died, and
yet he was no predeftinarian. And if I moft peak freely, I
believe your fighting fo ftrenuoufly againft the do&rine of
election, and pleading fo vehemently for a finlefs perfetion,
are among the reafons or culpable caufes, why you are kept
out of the liberties of the gofpel, and from that full affurance

2 of
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of Fiith which they enjoy, wZno gave experimentally tafted,
and dally feed upon G&p’s eleiting, everlafting love.,

But perhaps you may fay, that Luther and Arndt were no
chriftians, at leaft very weak ones. I know you think meanly
of Abrabam, though he was eminently called the friend of
Gob ; and, I believe, allo of David, the man after Gop’s
own heart. No wonder, therefore; that in a letter you fent
me not long fince, you fhould tell me, ¢ that no bap:ift or
prefbyterian writer whom you have read, knew any thing of
the liberties of CHrisT.”  What ! nelﬁler Bunyan, Henry,
Flavel, Halybnrton, nor any of the New-England and Scéts di-
vines. S8ee, dear Sir, what narrow fpiritednefs and'want of .
charity arife from your principles, and then do not cry out
againft ele@ion any more on account of its being ¢ deftruc-
tive of meeknefs and love.”

Fourthly, 1 fhall how proceed to another head. Says the
dear Mr. #efley, page 15, paragraph 16, ¢ How uncomfort-
able a thought is this; that thoufands and millions of men,
without any preceding offence or fault of theirs; were un-
changeably doortted to everlafting burnings ?

But who ever afferted, that thoufands and millions of men,
without any preceding oftence or fault of theirs, weie un-
thangeably doomed to everlafting burnings? Do not they
who believe: Gop’s dooming men to everlafting hurnmge
alfo believe; that Gobp Jooked upon them as men fallen in
Adom ?  And that the decree which ordained the punifhment,
firft regarded the crime by which it was deferved ? How then
are they doomed without any preccdmg faule? Surcly Mr.
Wefley will own Gop’s juflice, in imputing Adam’s fin to his
pofterity ; and alfo, that after Adam fell, and his poflerity in
him, Gobp might juftly have pafled them ALt by, without
fending his own Son to be a faviour for any one. Unlefs you
heartily agreé to both thefe points, you do not believe original
fin aright. If you do own them, then you muft acknowlcdge
the doctrine of election and reprobation to be highly juft and
reafonable. For if Gop might juftly impute Adan’s fin to all,
and afterwards have paffed by all, then ke might juitly paf by
soME. Turn on the right hand, or on the cht, you are re-
duced to an inextricable dilemmd. And, if you would be
confiftent, you muft either give up the do&rine of the im-
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putation of Adam’s fin, or receive the amiable dotrine of
ele&tion, with a holy and righteous reprobation as its confe-
‘quent.  For whether you can believe it or no, the word of
Gob abides faithful. < The eleCtion has obtained it, and
the reft were blinded.” ’

Your 17th paragraph, page 16, I pafs over. What has
been faid on paragraph the gth and 10th, with a little altera-
tion will anfwer it. I fhall only fay, it is the do&rine of
ele&tion that moftly preffes me to abound in good works. I
am made willing to fuffer all things for the ele@’s fake. This
makes me to preach with comfort, becaufe I know f{alvation
does not depend on man’s free will, but the Lorp makes
willing in the day of his power, and can make ufe of me to
bring fome of his ele&t home, when and where he' pleafes
Bute,

Fifthly, You fay, paragraph 18, page 17, ¢ This dotrine’
has a dire& manifeft tendency to overthrow the whole chrif--
tian religion. For, fay you, fuppofing that eternal unchange-
“able decree, onc part of mankind muft be faved, though the
chriftian revclation were not in being.”

But, dear Sir, how does that follow ? Since it is only by
- the chriftian revelation that we are acquainted with Gop’s
. deﬁgn of faving his church by the death of his Son. Yea, it

is fettled in the everlafting covenant, that this falvation fhall
be applicd to the cle through the knowledge and faith of
him. As the prophet fays, Ifuiah liii. 11. ¢ By his know-
Jedge fhall my righteous fervant juftify many.” How then
has the doctrine of cleCtion a direét tendency to overthrow
the whole chriftian revelation? Who ever thought, that
Gob’s declaration to Nuab, that fied-time and haryeft thould
never ceafe, could afford an argument for the negle& of
plowing or fowing? Or that the unchangeable purpofe of
Gonp, that harveft fhould not fail, rendered the heat of the
fun, or the influence of the heavenly bodies unneceflary to
produce it? No more does Gob’s abfolute purpofe of faving
his chofen, preclude the neceflity of the gofpel revelation, or
the ufe of any of the means through which he has determined
the decree fhall take effe@. Nor will the right underftanding,
or the reverent belief of Gobp’s decree, ever allow or fuffer a
chriftian in any cafc to feparate the means from the end, or

the
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the end from the means. And fince we are'taught by thié re-"
velation itfelf, that this was intended and given by Gob as'a
means of bringing home his ele&, we thercfore receive it with’
joy,-: prize it hlgHv, ufe it in faith, and endeavour to fpredd’
it through 2ll the world, in the full aflurance, that wherever*
Gob fends it, fooner or later, it fhall be favingly ufefal to le
the ele@ within its call..  How then, in holding this dorinc;
do we join with modern unbelievers, in making the chriftian’”
revelation unneceflary ! No, dear Sir, you miftake.” Infidels-
of all kinds are on your fide of the queftion. Deifts, Arians,
Socinians, arraign Gob’s fovercignty, and ftand up for uni+’
verfal redemption. I pray Gop, that-dear Mr. /#2/ly’s. ferrnon,
as it has grieved the hearts of many of Gon’s children, ma)‘"
not alfo ftrengthen the hands of many of his meft avowed
enemies ! Here I could almoft lie down and weep. ¢ O tell
it not in Gath! Publifh it not in the ftreets of Afkelon, left the!
" daughters of the uncircumcifed rejoice, lcﬁ the fons of unbe-
lief thould triumph ! ' N
Further, you fay, page 18, paragraph 1g, ¢ "This dottring
shakes revelation contradi& itfelf.” For inftance, fay youj
¢ The affertors of this doctrine interpret that text of fcripture,
Facob have I loved, but Efau have T hated, as implying that
Gopb, in a literal fenfe, hated Efau and all the reprobates
from eternity !” And, when confidered as-fallen in Adam,
were they not objects of his hatred #  And might not Gob,’
of his own good pleafure, love or fhew mercy to Facob and the
ele@, and yet at the fame time do the reprobate no wrong?
But you fay, ¢ Gob islove.” And cannot Gop be love,
unlefs he thews the fame mercy to all ?
Again, fays dear Mr. Wefley, ¢ They infer from that text,
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, that Gop is
mercy only to fome men, viz. the ele&t; and that he has
mercy for thofe only, flatly contrary to which is the whole,
tenor of the fcripture, as is that exprefs declaration in parti-
cular, The Lorp is loving to every man, and his mercy is
over all his works.” And fo it is, but not his faving mercy.
Gonb is loving to every man : he fends bis rain upon the evil
and upon the good. - But you fay,. ¢ Gob is no refpeéter of
perfons.” No! For every one, whether ‘Frw or Gentile, that
believeth on JEsus, and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted
: Eg3 of
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of him : ¢¢ But he that believeth not fhall be damned.” For
Gonb is no refpeéter of perfons, upon the account of any out-
- ward condition or circumftance in life whatever; nor does
the do&rine of eletion in the lealt fuppofe him to be fo. But
" as the fovereign LoRD of all, who is debtor to nope, be has
a right to do what he will with his own, and to difpenfe hig
favours to what objeéts he fees fit, merely at his pleafurs.
And his fupreme right herein, “is clearly and ftrongly afferted
in thofe paffages of fcripture, where he fays, ¢ I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and have compaflion on

whom I will have compaflion,” Rom. ix. 15. Exod. xxxiii. 1g.
Further, in page 19, you reprefent us as inferring from the
text, ** The children not being yet born, neither having done

good or evil, that the purpofe of Gobp, according to eleétion,’
might ftand : not of works, but of him that calleth. Itwas,

faid unto her (unto Rebecca), The elder fhall ferve the younger;
that our predeftination to life no ways depends on the fore-
knowlcdgc of Gop,” But who infers this, dear Sir? For

if forcknowledge fignifies approbation, as it does in feveral '

parts of fcripture, then we confefs that predeftination and,
ele@ion do depend on Gobp's fore-knowledge. But if by
Gop’s fore-knowledge, you underftand Gob’s fore-fecing
fome good works done by his creatures as the foundation o,
reafon of chufing them, and therefore eleQing them, then we

fay, that in this fenfe, predeftination does not any way de-

end on Gop’s fore-knowlcdge But I referred you, at the
Lgmmng of this letter, to Dr. Edward:’s Veritas Redux, which
I recommended to you alfo in a late letter, with Eli/ba Cole
on God’s Ssvereignty.. Be pleafed to read thefe, and alfo the
excellent fermons of Mr. Cacper, of Byffen in New- England,
which I alfo fent you, and I doubt not but you will fee all
your- objetions anfwered. Though I would oblerve, that
after all our reading on both fides the queftien, we fhall never
in this life be able to fearch out Gop's decrees to perfetion.
No, we muﬂ humbly adore what we cannot comprehcnd and
with the great Apoftle at the end of our enquiries cry out,
¢ O the depth, &c.” or with our Lorp, when he was ad-

miring Gop’s fovcrcngnty, ¢ Even fo Father, for fo it feemeth
;ood in thy ﬁght '

Hawever,




(7]

. However, it may not be amifs to take notice, that if thofe
texts, * Gop willeth that none fhould perifh,” ¢¢ I have no
pleafure in him that dieth,” and fuch like, be taken in their

friQeft fenfe, then no one will be damned.

But here’s the diftin@ion. Gop taketh no pleafure in the
death of finners, fo as to delight fimply in their death ; but he
delights to magnify his juftice, by inflicting the puniﬂgmen’t
which their iniquities have deferved. As a righteous judge
who takes no pleafurc in condemning a criminal, may yet
juftly command him to be executed, that law.and juftice may
be fatisfied, even though it be in his power to procure him a
reprieve,

I would hint farther, that you unjuftly charge the dorine
of reprobation with blafphemy, whereas the do&rine of uni-
verfal redemption, as you fet it forth, is really the higheft
reproach upon the dignity of the Son of Gop, and the merit
of his blood. Confider whether it be not rather blafphemy
to fay as you do, page 20, *° CHRIST not only died for thofe
that are faved, but alfo for thofe that perith.,” The text you.
have mifapplied to glofs over this, fee explained by Ridgely,
Edwerds, Henry; and I purpofely omit anfwering your texts
myfelf, that you may be brought to read fuch treatifes, which,
under Gap, would fhew you your error. You cannot make
good the affertion, ¢ That ChRrisT died for them that pe-
rith,” without holding (as Peter Boebler, one of the Moravian
brethren, in order to make out univerfal redemption, lately
frankly confefled in a letter) ¢¢ That all the damned fouls
would hereafter be brought out of hell.” I cannot think .
Mr. Wefley is thus minded. And yet without this can be
proved, univerfal redemptnon, taken in a literal fenfe, falls en-
tirely to the ground. For how can all be univerfally re-
deemed, if all are not finally faved ? .

Dear Sir, for Jesus CHrisT’s fake, confider how you
difhonour Gon by denying ele&ion. You plamly make fal-
vation dcpend not on Gon’s free-grace, but on man’s free-will;
and if thus, it is more than probable, JEsus ChrisT would
not have had the fatisfaion of feeing the fruit of his death in
the eternal falvation of one foul. Our preaching would then
be vain, and all invitations for people to believe in him, -
would alfo be in vain,

Ey . But



L2 ]

But, blefled be Gop, our Lorp knew for whom he died.
There was an eternal compaét between the Father and the
Son. A certain number was then given him, as the purchafe
and reward of his obcdience and death.  For thefe he prayed,
Fehr xvii. and not for the world. For thefe, and thefe only,
bie is now interceding, and with their falvation he will be fully
fatisfied. '

- I purpofely omit making any further particular remarks on_
the feyeral laft pages of your fermon. Indeed had not your
pame, dear Sir, been prefixed to the fermon, I could not have
- been fo uncharitable as to think you were the author of fuch

fophiftry.  You beg the queftion, in faying, ¢¢ That Gop has

declared, (notwithftanding you own, I fuppofe, fome will be
damned) that he will fave all,” 4. ¢. every individual perfon.

You take it for granted (for folid proof you have none) that

Gop is unjuft, if he pafles by any, and then you exclaim

againft the horrible decree: and yet, as I before hinted, in_

holding the do&trine of original fin, you profefs to believe
that he might juftly have paffed by all.

Dear, dear Sir, O be not offended! For CHR1sT’s fake
be not rath ! Give yourfelf to reading. Study the covenang
of grace. Down with your carnal reafoning. Bea little child ;
and then, inftcad of pawning your falvation, as you have
done in a late hymn book, if the dotrine of univerfal redcmp-
tion be not true; inftead of talking of fiulefs perfection, as you
kave done in the preface to that hymn book, and making

" man’s falvation to depend on his own free-will, as you have
in this fermon ; you will compofe an bymn in praife of fove-
reign diftinguithing love. You will caution believers againft
ftriving to work a perfeQion out of their own hearts, and print
another fermon the reverfe of this, and entitle it free-grace
indecd. Free, becaufe not free to all ; but free, becaufe Gop
may withhold or give it to whom and when he pleafes.

Till you do this, I muft doubt whether or not you know
yourfelf. In the mean while, I cannot but blame you for
cenfuring the clergy of our church for not keeping to their
articles, when you yourfelf by your principles, pofitively deny
the gth, 1oth, and 17th., Dear Sir, thefe things ought not
fo to be. Gop knows my heart, as I told you before, fo I

declare again, nothmg but a fingle regard to the honour of
bi CHRrIST
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CHR1sT has forced this letter from me, T love and honour
you for his {ake ; and when I come to judgment, will thank
you before men and angels, for what you have, under Gob,
done for my foul.

There, I am perfuaded, I fhall fee dear Mr. #efley con-
vinced of eletion and everlafting love. And it often fills me
with pleafure, to think how [ fhall behold you cafting your
crown down at the feet of the Lamb, and as it were filled
with a holy blufhing for oppofing the divine fovereigaty in
the manner you have done. '

But I hope the Lorp will thew you this before you go
hence. O how do I long for that day! If the Lorp fhould
be pleafed to make ufe of this letter for that purpofe, it would
abundantly rejoice the heart of, dear and honoured Sir,

Your affeCtionate, though unworthy brother
and fervant in CHRIST,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD,
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A

VINDICATION, &%

Cambuflang, Auguft 31, 1742.

Reverend and dear Sir, , flrgs Augeft 31, 174
Have read the pamphlet entitled, ¢ The State of Religion in
New- England, fince the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield's
arrival there, in a letter from a gentleman in New-England
to his friend in Glafgow.” I think the contents no way an-
fwer the title page. It rather ought to be intitled, The State
of Religion falfely flated. For 1 am perfuaded, fome things
are therein afferted, without fufficient evidence to prove them,
and many more things falfely reprefented, and fet in a2 wrong
light : the defign of the pamphlet itfelf is bafe and wicked.
It is intended, if poflible, to eclipfe the late great and glorious
work, begun and carried on for fome time in New-England ;
to invalidate the teftimonies that have been given of it, and
thereby of confequence to bring a reproach upon, and to
hinder the fpreading of a like glorious work, which Gop of
bhis infizite mercy has for fome time been carrying en in
this land. Give me leave to fend you a few obfervations
upon this anonmymous pamphlet. I call it anonymous, becaufe
the publifter has not thought proper to put down the
name of the writer of the firft letter Mr. 4. A at length,
which [ think he was bound in duty to do. ‘The publifher
indeed, in the advertifement prefixed to the letter, tells
us, ¢ The reader may deperd wpon it, that the fol-
lowing letter is genuine, from a gentleman who hath always
had a good chara&ter for found underftanding, integrity, fo-
briety of manners, piety ; and, notwithftanding his engage-
ments in fecular affairs, has never been an unconcerned fpec-
tator of any thing that might affe& the flate of religion.”
But I muft beg the publither’s pardon, if I tell him, that T
am one of thofe readers who cannot depend upon all this,
merely upon his defiring me to do fo. For really there is
one
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one thing in the letter which makes me fhrewdly fufpeét;
that the letter itfelf is not genuine, at leaft that there has
been fome additions made to it fince it came to Scotland. For
the fuppofed writer of this letter, page 15, fays; ““dn the
preface to the fermon publithed by Mr., Edwards of Ner-
thampton, which I fec is reprinted among you.” Now how
this gentleman could fes at Boffon, May 24, that Mr. Edwards’s
fermon was reprinted in Scorland, which was not done till
the Fune following, I know not. If it be faid, that by the
words among you he means in Britsing I fee that the printed -
advertifement in the London Weekly Hiflory, of the publication
of Mr. Edwards’s fermon in England, is dated May 1, and
fays, ¢ This day is publifhed.” I myfelf was one that was
chiefly concerned in publithing of it. I fent the firft copy to
Scotland, and to my certain knowledge it was never publifhed
in Britain till May 1. Is it probable that people at Boflont
fhould know of this May 24 ? What a charaQer this gentle-
man has always had for < found underftanding, integrity;
fobriety of manners and piety,” I will not take upon me to
determine, nor does the publifher give us opportunity to
know what chara@er the gentleman really has had, fince he
does not publifh his name : but however that be, I fear he
has forfeited his good chara&ter ¢ for found underftanding,
integrity and piety,” by writing this letter. And though
he may not be altogether an ¢ unconcerned fpeQator of any
thing that might affe& religion,” yet I fear he has been fo

- taken up with ¢ his engagements in fecular affairs,” that he

hath not given himfelf fufficient time to enquire into matters
of fa@, but bas heard with others ears, and feen with others’
eyes, and bas not,himfelf attended as he ought, to the one
thing needful.

He fays in the beginning of his letter, page the 3d, « 1
am forry you have had fuch accounts of perfons, and things,
tranfmitted you from this country, as you mention in your

“letter ; they are far from being true, and muft come from men

of narrow minds, and great bigotry, or from fuch as bafely
affe& popularity, or from well-meaning weak chriftians, of
little knowledge of human nature, or the hiftory of man-
vkind.” What accounts this gentleman refers to I know not.
If he means the accounts in the Weckly Hiflory, as I fuppofe

: he
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,hedoes; I think this gentleman is fadly miftaken. Moft
of the accounts were tranfmitted by the honourable Mr,
Williard, fecretary of the province. The Rev. Dr. Colman,
the Rev. Mr. Cosper, the Rev. Mr. Prince : perfons I am in-
timately acquainted with, and who are by no means ¢ Men
of narrow minds, great bigotry, or little knowledge of hu-
wan nature, or the hiftory of mankind : but have dcfervedly
had a goed charaier for found underftanding, integrity, fo-
briety of manners and piety:” Some of thefe were honoured
feveral years ago with degrees, by the univerfity of. Glafgow,
upon recommendation from the Honourable fociety at Edin-
burgh for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge ; of which fociety
feveral of the moft intelligent gentlemen in the nation are
members : fuch honours were done to Meflrs. Colman, Prince,
and Cooper.

Now whether they, or this anonymous writer, are to be moft
credited, I leave any reafonable man tojudge. Indeed he
‘boldly afferts, ¢ That thefe accounts are not true :” but what
proofs does he bring of the falfity of them ? None at all. Let
us but know who this writer is, I am perfuaded my honoured
friends at By ﬁau, will foon bring him to the teft of thefe af-
fertions.

He goes on thus ¢ Indeed fome perfons of very good fenfe
were once inclined to think Gop was doing wonders in this
place.” (Boflon) And I am perfuaded thefe very fame perfons
have not altered their opinion yet, but actually believe thag
Gob has done wonders ; if turning peeple from darknefs to
light, and making them new creatures, is doing wonders.

¢¢ But that was a time when a fuperftitious papic ran very.
bigh, and bore down every body that was not well fixed and
eftablifhed ; ecither by a natural fteadinefs of temper, or by
ftrong reafoning and refle@tions. But as foon as the paffions
of the people fubﬁded and men could coolly and calmly con-
ﬁder, almoft every one “of but tolerable fenfe and. underftand-
ing in religious matters, in great meafure changed their opis
nions of the fpirit that prevailed here, and had been raifed by
Whitefield and Temnent.”

What had been raifed by Mr. Whitefield and Temmu ?

Gon forbid ! that either Mr. Tennent or I thould afcribe any.

of thiat work to ourfelves. No, it was Traifed by the Holy
Spirit
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Spirit of Gop. It was no ﬁlpn_'ﬂitiou: panic, Bat a plentiful
effufion of the Holy Ghott. It’s true, it did run high; glory be
to Gop for it! and did bear down every body, except thofe
who would not {ubmit to the Redeemer’s fcepter, - -through
felf-righteoufnefs and unbelief; which I am afraid this writer
terms, natural fteadine(s of temper, ftrong reafoning and re-
fieQion. Nor is it true that ¢ Almoft every one of but tolera«
ble underftanding in religious matters, in a great meafure have
changed their opinions of the fpirit that prevailed at that time.”
No, dear Sir, they yet believe it to be a glorious work of Gop,
ss is evident from the late writings of fome of thefe eminent
minifters in New- England, juft mentioned. :
- What the writer fays of me in the following paragraph,
page 4th, is not worthy notice. He is welcome to make as
free with my charaller as he pleafes, and 1 freely forgive him.
However I thank him for doing me the Juﬂlce to fay, ¢ That
I collected money for the Orphan-boufe in Georgia.” It was
not then for myfelf'; nor does he charge me with embezzelling
the 5 or 600/ He could not do this juffly, becaufe before .
the writing of this letter, an account came to Boffon how I
bad expended it. And as for being “-A bold and importu-
nate beggar,” I acknowledge I learned that from the wife
Man, who tells me, ¢ Whatever ‘thou findeft in thy hand to
do, do it with all thy might ;” and from the apoftle Paul, who
in the fecond epiftle to the Corinthians, chap. viii. g. thews
himfelf to be the moft bold, infinuating and importunate beg-
gar for pious- ufes, that I ever yet met with.

I think I 2m much obliged to the writer, for what he fays
concerning me in this refpe&t. But I with he had not made
fo free with the charaCer of my honoured friends. He cried
out againft flander in others, and at the fame titne, through
the whole letter, he is guilty of the moft palpable flander him-
felf. He is pretty favourable to the Rev. Mr. #ebb, and the
Rev. Mr. Cosper of Boflon. He only calls them, page the
gth, ¢ Two great admirers of Whitefidld and Tennent, Raming
zealots for certain favourite opinions and tenets.” And fo in~
deed they are, blefled champions, I know them well, for cer=
tain favourite opinions, and tenets of the church of Scotland 3
fuch as original fin, the imputed righteoufne(s of CHrisT,

ele&tion,

)
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election, and othet glorious gofpel truths. But as for Mt.
Tennent, he Yeems quite angry with him.

Never was a man more wrongfully reprefented. This let-
ter-writer fays, ¢ He has often heard, that Mr, Tennent had
alwayd been remarkable in the Ferfeps, for his uncharitable
and divifive courfes.” But does the hearing of this, prove
the truth of it. I have the happinefs of being perfonally and
very iatimately acquainted with Mr. Tennent. 1 fcarce know
4 man of a more catholic fpirit. ¢ He is a man of no learn-
ing.” His writings prove the contrary. His antagonifts a-
broad dare not fay they have found him fo. ¢ His gteat bufinefs
in his fermons is either to puzzle, or to fright the hearers, but
efpecially the laft, which he did by roaring out, and bellow-
ing hell and damnation, devils, and all the dreadful words he
could think of.” Indged, to the honour of the grace of Gop
be it fpoken, he is a fon of thunder, efpecially in his applica-
tion, and when he is preaching the law; at fuch tithes, un-
der him, people cannot eafily fleep : but withal, he is 2 work-
man that needs not be athamed, and is taught of Gob rightly
to divide the word of truth. As for puzeling his hearers, I
fear that Mr. 4. M. thinks he did fo, becaufe he generally
Infifts much on the new dirth, imputed righteonfnefs, divine faith,
and the other peculiar doétrines of the gofpel. Thefe things
are all foolithnefs to the natural man; and puzzled Nicodemas
himfelf, when difcourfed with by our blefled LorD, Fobn iii.
9. *¢ Nicodemus an{wered and faid unto him, how can thefe
- things be?” Again, * minifters int general, he calls carnal,
unconverted, blind-leaders of the blind, rational, moral, dry,
butky preachers, that were leading the pevple to tiell.” I fop-
pofe Mr. Tennent faid, ¢ That carnal blind preachers wha
preach motality without dae regard to gofpel grace and mo-
tives; who do not preach juftification by faith, and regene-
ration, they who do not preach CaRrisT as all in all, were
blind-leaders of the blind, and were leading the people to
hell.” But it is abfurd to fuppofe he thought that all mini-
flers in general were fuchs I know a great body of mini-
fters, of whoth he thinks moft bighly., But, ¢ He exhorted
people to leave them, and to go about exhorting one another,
and telling their experiences.” This I cannot believe is truly
reprefented ; for I have now a letter by me publifhed by Mr.

Vor. IV, F Tennent,

33
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Teanent, againft perfons going about in the ¢haraller of exe
horters ; but if they only exhorted chriftians nog to forfake
the aflembling of themfelves together, to provoke one another
to love, and good works, and to tell one another what Gep
had done for their fouls, he did no more than what evety gof-
pel minifter fhould do. He fays, * He was followed by all
forts of people.” This I think was a proof that he was of a
catholic fpirit, and not of adivifive untharitable temper. ¢ As
. much as Whitefield was.” And 1 pray Gop he may be fol-
lowed a thoufand times more. ¢ And by many preferred to
him.” Very juftly. *¢ He was moft cenforious and uncha-
ritable ; every one that was not exally of his mind he damn’d
without mercy.” Thisis calumny indeed. I know many
“winifters who do not think as Mr. Tennent does in all refpeéls 3
whom he notwithftanding highly valugs. But I fuppofe the
writer was angry with him, becaufe he pronounced all in a
ftate of condemnation that were not born again, and that did
not believe in, and lay hold on the imputed righteoufnefs of
Jrsus Curist. His mafter authorizes him to pronounce

‘fuch a fentence, ¢ He that believeth not fhall be damn’d.”
Again, ¢ His fermons were fometimes as confufed and
fenfelefs as you can imagine.” It is well -they were not al-
“ways fo. “ He feemed to have a particular quarrel with res-
fon, learning and morality ; for he feldom finithed a fermon
.without faying fomething againft them.” Never ‘1 believe,
-but when thefe things are magnified to the prejudice of divine
.revelation, illumination, or of CHRIST’s imputed righteouf-
nefs : for Mr, Tennent is a folid, iearned, rational, and not
only a moral, but true holy man. The Rev. Doctor Colman,
-in a letter to me publithed in the firft weekly paper printed
- at Qlafgor, writes thus of him: ¢ We received him juft
-as we did you, 2s an angel of CHRrisT, He was abundant
- and fervent in labours, and Gop has been pleafed to own
.his labours with abundant fuccefs.” The honourable and
truly pious Secretary #illiard, writes thus : ¢ There has been
fo evidently the finger of Gop in diretting yon into this pro-
" vince, and after your depargpre, the Rev. Mr. Temrent, through
your earneft and importunate requeft to him, and in the won-
derful fucce(s that has attended both his and your miniftry,
.as alfo the labours of our own minifters for fome months paft ;
z that
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that many whp like not the work, are fadly put’to it, to
keep their eyes thut againft the evidences thereof.”

The Rev. Mr. Cooper, in a letter printed in the Weekly Hi-

JSorp,. No. 2d, (which the printer has miftaken for Colman,)
calls him, ¢ Dear Mr. Tennent. He came,” fays he, ¢ in
the fulnefs of the bleffing of the gofpel indeed. He was with
us feveral months. Many thoufands were -awakened, ‘and ¥
believe many truly converted. ‘There is quite another face of
religion in this town, as well as in many places in the couna
try. Many minifters as well as people are greatly quickened.
Blefied be Gop, whe put it into your heart to move him to

. come, and inclined his heart to come, and help us.” I could
bring a cloud of witnefles to teftify the falfene(s of thecharater
given to Mr. Gilbert Tennemt by this letter-writer. The .ac-
count which be gives of himfclf to me in a letter publifhed in
the Weekly Hiftory, No. is admirably fweet : 'his book, in+

. titled, The Prefumptuous Simner deteéted, and his many printed

fermons, and his preface to his deceafed brother’s treatife upon

the New Birth, which is now in the country (and which [
would recommend) thew him to be & man of great learning,
folidity, and piety. And I am not without fome diftant
hopes, that the people of Sevtiand will have an opportunity of
bearing hiim ere long, aad then they may judge for them-
felves,

After fuch a falfe and fcandalous chara&cr given of that

. geeat man of Gop Mr. Gilbert Tennemt, I think I may juftly
fufpe& the truth of all that this writer fays in the fubfequent
purt of the letter. From fuch a letter-writer as this, what
truth can we expe& ?

The writer himfelf gjves me leave to fpeak in this manner,
For he feems tomake the validisy of what follows, to depend
on the chara@er he gave of me and Mr. Teanent, page the
6th, ¢ From fuch men as thefe (?bitefid and Tennent) and
fuch do&rines and ways of preaching as theirs, what fruit can
you expe&”? Now all he fays about me is, ¢ That I .col-
le&ed in New-Eugland 5 or 600l. fterling for the Orphan-
boufe in Georgia: that I was a bold and importunate beg-
gar,” &c. This could have no influence upon the people’s
minds, to raife a bad fpirit among the people. And as for
thc charater he gives of Mr. Temaent, 1 have praved it to be

Fa ablolutely
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sbfolutely falfe : canfequently, whatever he builds upon the
foundation of Mr. Tenmnent’s bad charaer, amounts to no-
thing at all, fince he has not proved the charaQter given of
him to be true. .

But fuppofe Mr. Ttmmxt was the man he is teprtfentcd to
be, does it'therefore follow that all the great and glorious
work carried on in New-England, by other minifters, and in
other places where Mr. Tenuent and 1 never -were, is enthufie
afm and delafion ? By no mcans; and yet.this is the whole
drifc of che pamphlet. -

Surcly the writer knows not what [picit he, is of In the 6y
Y, 8, d, nd 10th pages; he reprefents things in a moft ridis
eutonsdrefs, 2ad take$ upon him to condemn all the converts,
to a man, (though he could not poflibly be acquainted with
the’ hundredth part of them,) as ¢ Self-conccited, fugerfti-
tious, - enthufiattic, cenforious, flanderous.” At the famé
time be feems to tidicule the concern which the people weré
under when they were brought to cty out, “ What fhall wé
do to befaved)’ - He laughs at them for afking one another
s How dc'you feel ? have you feen CarisT?” Heboldly af-
ferts, that ¢¢ che boafted converts, not one in a bundred exd
cepted, make religion confift, in the feeling of inward impul-
fos, impraffions, and in an inexplicable faith, joys, extafies,
hearing of fermons, and fuch like.” In fhort, he by this
4and the whole drift of his letter, feems to me to be far from
deferving " the charaéler given of him, .in the advertifement
affixed to the title-page of the pamphlet.

Page the 11th, he falls foul of Mr. Moorbead, and fpeakd
almott as freely of him as of Mr. Tennent. I cannot fay 1 was
very intithate with Mr. Morbead when at Boflon : but the
Jetters that have lately come from him, and from others con-
¢erning him, befpeak him to be a man of a good fpirit, and one
whom Gobp has blefled with abundant fuccefs. And I have
great reafon to -believe. that he is 2 man not over ctedu-
Jous: becaufe I have heard from his friends here, that he
did not overmuch favour the work of Gobp that was at
Northampton in New-England fome years ago, and therefore
probably, would not readily favour the late work in Byfon
and otber parts, had he not fufficient evidence that it was a
work of Gon. :

Page
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Page t4th, The letter writer takes upon him to affert,
¢ That a pamphlet publithed in Scotland, intitled, Chrift riding
in the Chariot of Salvation, is ftuffed with abbminable lies.”
As a proof of it, he urges, ¢ That the ftudents in Byffon, got
pothing by Whjtefield and Tennent but enthufiafm, pride, a cone
tempt of their betters, &c.” What they got by me I know
ot ; but I have great reafon to belicve they got fomething
that was good, under Gop, by Mr. Tennent ; for Dr. Colman,
in a letter 10 me, which was printed in the Glafgow Weekly Hi-
Soryy No. 1, writes, * At Cambridge the college is entirely
changed ; the ftudents are full of Gop, will I hope come out
bleflings in their generazion, and [ gruft are fo now to each
other. Many of them zre now, we think, truly born again,
and feveral of them happy inftruments of converfion to their
fellows. The voice of prayer and praife fills their.chambers ;
and fincerity, fervency, and joy, with ferioufnefs of hears,
fit vifibly on their faces. I was told yeferday that not feven
of a hundred remain unaffetted. I know how the gaod tidings
of this will affe and pleale you. Gobp give you like joy
every where in the fruit of your labours.”

And the honourable Secretary Hilliard about the fame time
writes to me thus :.¢¢ But that which forebodes a more laft-
ing advantage, is the mew face of things at the college, where
the impreffions of religion have been, and flill are. very ge-
-neral, and many in a judgment of. charity brpught home to
CHRIST ; and divers gentlemen’s fons, that were fent there
only for a more polite education, are now fo full of zeal for
the caufe of CHR1sT, and of love to fouls, as to devote
them(elves entirely to the ftudies of divinity.”

In the fame page he would fain tax Mr. Gilbert Tennems
with a lie; for it was he wrote the account in the [Peckly Hi-
Slory, No. 1. Says he, ¢ It is-faid, when Mr. Gilbert Tennent
preached at Adarblchead and Charles-Tewn, his voice had like
to have been drowned with their outcries.” But he mif-
takes, it is not faid fo: for I have fearched narrowly into
the pamphlet and weckly hiftory, and find no mention of an
owtcry, but odly 2 great fhock given at Marblehead. It was
W& Pertfmouth. Mr. Gilbert Tennent writing to his brother fays,
"< That there were at Portfmouth and Charles-Town, in time
of fermon, fuch outcrics that his voice had like to have been

I F3 ' drowned.”
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drowned:” I think Mr. Tennent is the beft judge of what he
heard with his own ears. Mr. 4. M.’s living near Charles-
Town, and having never heard a word of this from the minifter
with whom he frequently converfed, is no proef it was not fo.
It might have been fo, and yet not come. into the minifter’s
mind to tell Mr. 4, M. of it.

In the fame page, he finds fault with the accounts given of
fome young children ¢ who talked of the things of Gop as
if they were people of 70 or 80 years. Alas! how eafily are
mankind Jdeceived ! How fond are they to impofe on them-.
felves and others ! Some of thefe I have converfed with :”
but did he converfe with all, or with thefe mentioned in the
pamphlet? If not, how can he urge this as another lie in the
pamphlet? I take Mr. Abercromly, who fent the account of the
children, and who is a preacher of good charaler, to be a
better judge of the matter than Mr. 4. M. But this anozy-
#naus letter-writer, feems refolved to condemn every thing in
the grofs. Indeed he fpeaks favourably of the church of Eng-
land. ¢ I muoft do juftice, fays he, to the church of England,”
page 16. ¢ There are three congregations of that way in
Boflon : they all live in love and peace ; their minifters fpeak
againft enthufiafm and bigotry every day; not above three or
. four at moft, of fome thoufands that are of the epifcopal per-
fuafion, are taken with this new-light (as they call it); they
all, fays he, ftand faft to the church, and thoi: numbers in-
creafe very faft.”

One would imagine, by this, Mr. 4. AL, is a church of
England man, and it thould feem a bigoted one too : and then
no wonder he fpeaks againft the new-light. Their minifters
I believe do preach againft what I fear he terms enthufiafm,
¢ The powerful feeling operations of the Holy Ghoft.” . Byt
I cannot think they preach fo much againft bigotry. For in
a conference I held with all three of thofe minifters in Bg
the head of them, to prove that .we ought all to be of the
church of Ergland, brought this text, * That they may be
all one, even as thou O father and I are one.” They aflert
baptifmal regeneration, deny pesfeverance, and free juftification
by faith without works, and fcem to think of Mr. Gilbert
Tennent juft as this letter-writer does. No wonder then be is
{o friendly to them,

' But
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But why fhould I fay more? it would be endlcfs, as well as
take up too much of my precious time to be more particular in
my obférvations upon Mr. . M.’s letter. There are fome
matters of faét mentioned in it, fuch as ¢¢ a blind lad’s preach-
ing in Conneélicut, page 12. Mr. D ——’s manner of preach-
ing in a hot day, page 13,” and fome other things, which
I cannot take upon me to make replies to, and which, if true,
will by no means prove the late work of Gob in New-England
to be only enthufiafm and delufion. Ere long I bope to fec
Boflon. Then I will endeavour to fend an impartial account.
Indeed Mr. £. M. page 17. feems not to care for my return to
Bofton. But I hope to have a profperous journey to them in
fome months, by the will of Gop, and fee how they do.

In the mean while, give me leave to obferve, that the pub-
lithers of this pamphlet (for I belicve there are more than one
concerned in it) have almoft faved me the trouble, and have
taken an effe@ual way to confute themfelves. For they have
annexed to this letter, an “ Appendix, containing proofs for
the falls in the foregoing letter, extralted from fermons preach-
ed by fome of the moft eminent minifters in New- England,
lately printed at Bofon.” But thefe extralls by ne means
contain proofs ef all the falls recorded in the foregoing letter,
confequently all the falls in the letter which are npt proved
by thefe extradts, we have reafon to doubt of. I bave not an
opportunity of getting all the fermons of the reverend minif-
ters mentioned in the title page: but it grieved me, when I
faw extra&s taken "out of their writings to prove, that the
work lately begun and carried on in New-England was enthu-
fiafm and delufion. This was the chief reafon of my writing
you this letter ; it will grieve them to hear that their writings
have been ufcdto fo bad a purpofe. The compilers of the
pamphlet have dealt with their fermons, as the devil dealt with
the feripture, when he tcmpted our LorD in the wildcrnefs ;
I mean, marred and wholly mifapplied them. The publithers
file them, at the head of the appendix, fome of the moft emi-
nent minifters in New- England; and depend much upon their
authority, to prove the fals of Mr. 4. M’s letter. And I
defire no other authority . than- thefe very emincut minifters
fermons, out of which the extrals are taken, to prove that the
work latoly begun and carried.on in New-England is not en-

Fg4 thufialim
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thuﬁafm and delufion, but a great and mirvellous work of the
Spirit of Gob.

The compilers, indeed, in order to make the world believe
they had been impartial, have publithed a fentence or two,
wherein Dr. Colman has written favourably of the Orphan-
houfe in Gesrgia, and fays, $¢ the order of it is admirable, &c.”
but this is only a difguife. For they have been far from ating
fair in this refpeét. The Doétor complains in the P. S. .of -
that letter, page 44. that ¢ fome of my friends have made
too {ree with my letiers in printing only part of them, and
muxng them with parts of others without diftinction.” 1 think
it is my duty to take ail the blame from oft my friends, upon
mylelf, as to printing only parts of his letters; for I was the
only perfon concerned 5 but as for mixing them with others,
without diftin&ion, I know nothing of it. The letters were
fent to me from the Do&or. I thought it would be improper
to publith any other parts of the Doctor’s letters than what
sefpedted the fuccefs of the glorious gofpel, and that [ thought
he would gladly have publifhed: but if the Doétor found
faglt with my friends; I am fure he juftly may blame thefe
compilers who have publifhed only part of this letter of his.
One_would have thought they fhould bave taken a caution
from this very P. §. But they were afraid, as it would feem,
of the contents of it; for a friend who has {cen and read the
whole letter, fends me the following extraét out of it. ¢ I -
hope we are retrenching our fnperﬂulty and luxury; our
young people have thrown by much of their finery ard gaiety,
and feem to have eye and heart on things fpiritual and heaven-
ly; and if Gop build them up into families, with their pre-
fent prudent pious difpofitions, it promifes greatly for the
next generation, that glory will dwell in our land, and his
work appear to children’s children.” And in that very part of
it they have printed, the Do&or fays enough to overthrow
the whole defign of the pamphlet, page 42. ¢ All this not-
withftanding, there has been a great and glorious work of
Gop going on among us, from the day of Mr. Whitefield's
vifit to us.” I have a fermon of the Dofor’s now before me,
intitled, ¢ The word of Gop magm'ﬁed by him, preached April
22, 1742, wherein his teﬂimony is humbly given for the great
and wond;ous work of Gop’s grace manifeft in many parts of

' the
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theland ? “The laft paragraph of that fermor begins thus.
«T clofe with giving glory to Gop, for the great and good
work of his grace which he hath fo vifibly begun, fpread, and
is carrying on in every part almoft of our provinces.” This.
very fermon I believe has been in the hands -of the compilers.
of this pamphlet. How then could they be fo bare-faced, and.
fo injurious, to the good man’s charalter, as to print any past
of his Jetter, to fubferve fo bafe a defign? I believe they will
net have the Do&or’s thanks for this.

The like treatment they have given the Rev. Mr. Turally
-another of the eminent minifters, from whom they have taken,
extralls to prove the falts of Mr. 4. M.’s letter. 1 am per-
fuaded Mr. Turell will be much concerned to find any part of
his fermon thus mifufed ; and how the compilers of this pam~
phlet could dare to make this ufe of his writing, I cannor
imagine; for, in the very firft page of the preface to that very-
fermon, out of which they have taken their extraéls, he fpeaks;
of himfelf ¢ as’ one of the friends and zealous promoters of
the good work :” nay he begins his preface with thefe words,.
¢ the occafion of my publifhing this brief direCtion to ‘my
people, is partly to vindicate my charalter, which has been
injured by a report fpread, that of a zealous promoter of the
glorious work of Gob’s grace and Spirit appearing, I am be-
come an oppofer :” which thews, that Mr. Turell would not
care to be reprefented as an oppofer of that work, and. con-
fequently would not chufe, that his writings thould be pro-
duced to prove the principal fas in this letter of 4. M.’s,
who would reprefent the whole as enthufiafm and delufion.

What opinion Mr. Turell had of perfons of this gentleman’s
fpirit, is evident from the fourth page of the fame preface, which
the compilers of the pamphlet could not but fee. His words
are thefe, ¢ As for the profane triumphs of the oppofers, (of
fuch I mean) who attribute the whole of this glorious fcens
to the devil, or wild enthufiafm, a heated imagination, &c.
I deteft their opinion, though I am far from judging their ftate.
I am :confident that of the many that I have difcourfed with
under the common xmpremons (two or three cxcepted) they
bave been all wrought upon in a way agreeable to the gofpel:
and jult as T thould have defired fome yearsago. And I muft
¢edlify, to the glory of Gop, and his foverengn sich grace, ;hd“

0
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1 do behold the diftinguithing marks of Gop’s fpirit on many.
My brethren, let us pray for the prefervation, revival, progrefs,
and univerfal fpread thereof.¥ In page 14. of his dire@ions,
he fays, ¢ I'charitably believe, fome fcores in this place have
been ferioufly wraught upon ; and the far greater part of them
have declared, Gop has made me the happy inftrument of their
awakening.” And, page 18, fays he, ¢ the names of #bite-
field and Tennent (though liable to err) I have once and again
mentioned to you with honour; they have been raifed by
Gonb to do abundance of good." How does this agree with
the account Mr. 4. M. gives of the fpirit raifed by us, and
with that fcandalous charaler he gives of Mr. Tennent in par-
ticular; and when thefe quotations are parts alfo of one of the
treatifes, out of which one of the extra&s mentioned in the
appendix is taken, and are written by one of thofe eminent
minifters whofe writings are referred to, to prove the prmm-
pal fa&s recorded in Mr. A. M.’s letter,

But what furprifes me moft of all is, that they fhould ex-
tralt any thing from Mr. Parfons to prove Mr. 4. M.’s mat-
ters of fact. Indeed, in the paffage cited from him, page 4r
of the pamphlet, to ufe the words in the Glafgow Weekly
Hiflory, No. 35. I fce only a warning againft rathly con-
&luding perfons to be in a converted flate; becaufe, fome who
have bccn thus well judged of do afterwards fall away into
errors, or appear to be deluded, or turn out impoftors; and
the warning enforced by 2n inftance, and indeed but by one
inftance, of a perfon who was a vifionary. Mr.. Parfons’s cau-
tion to others againt concluding too rafhly that peopleare
converted, is 2 preflumption, that he is cautious in that matter
himfelf; yet in this very fermon of Mr. Parfons’s, out of which
the extrals mentioned in the appendix are taken, he fays,
page 44, 1 hope not lefs than an hundred and fifty fouls
are converted in about ninc months paft:” though his parith
is fenall, confifting only of 120 families. I could heartily with
that the whole fermon was printed ; it is dire&ly levelled in
wany parts of it againft perfons of Mr. 4. M.’s (pirit and
fentiments, and is intended as a needful caution for thofe
Jately converted, to avoid extremes, and take care to walk
conﬁ&ently. He has all along been a great promoter of this
wark : in a letter dated December 16, 1741, 0 Dx. Colman,

and
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and which i3 printed in the Weekly Hi ﬁory, he mentions &
moft wonderful effufion of the Holy Ghoft in his congrega-
tion. In that letter he makes an honaurable mentien of Mr.
Tennent: ¢ I have reafon, fays he, to blefs the LoRrp that he
fent him for our help; and indeed by an enquiry finice, I find
his labours were blefléd to give a more general fhock than
appeared at the very time.” ’

The other eminent minifters fermons I have not yet met
with: but I have great reafon to believe they have been ‘treated
in the fame manner: the time would fail me, dear Sir, to fend
you all the vouchers that might be produced for the glonous
work in New-England, Meflts. Webb, Gooper and Prince, in a
preface to a fermon by Mr. M*Gregor, a prefbyterian minifter,
and which I hope alfo will be reprinted, fpeak nobly of it.
Mr. Edwards’s fermon I think is moft admirable, and anfwers
all the obje@tions that Mr. 4. M. or others can make againft
it. In fhost, if any work had all marks of a divine ﬁwnatu:e,'
this undoubtedly has.

When I confider how Mr. 4. M. fo quarrels with it, and
endeavours to reprefent it in fo ridiculous a light, I cannot but
wifh be ntay confider Rom. viii. 7. 1 Cor. ii. 14. * The carnal
mind is enmity againft Gop; and the natural man difcerneth
not the things of the fpirit of Gob, becaufe they are fpiritually
difcerned.” The fum of the matter feems to be this; there
has been a great and marvellous work in New-England : but,
as it fhould feem, by the imprudences of fome, and the overs
boiling zeal of others, fome irregularitics have been com-
mitted in feveral places, which Mr, Tennent himfelf, in a
letter to Mr. Parfons, printed in the Boflon Gazette, has
borne his teftimony againft, as ftrongly as any of thefe emi-
nent minifters. This, dear Sir, is nothing but what is com-
mon. It was fo in O/d-England fome few years ago. Many
young perfons there, ran out beforc they werc called : others’
were guilty of great imprudences. I checked them in the
ftritet manner myfelf, and found as they grew acquainted
with the Lorp Jrsus, and their own hearts, the intempe-
rance of their zeal abated; and they became truly humble
walkers with Gop. Aftera gathering, there will always be
a fifting time : and the church is generally thaken before it is
fewled.  But muft the whole work of Gop be condemned as

enthufiafm
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e,nthuﬁafm and delufion becaufe of fome diforder ¢ No, T wifh
with all my foul, that thofe who extra&ted from Mr. Parfins,
had obferved what he fays, page 41, and 42. *“Itis very much
to be feared, fays he, (fpeaking to perfons who cried down the
whole work of Gob becaufe of the imprudences and mifcar-
riages of a few) ¢ that you are ftrangers to the fanétifying in-
fluences of the Holy Ghoft, when you can fo eafily pafs over
the table of the rich dainties which Gop fpreads for his own
children, which while they feat upon, their fouls are djawn
out in rivers of pleafure and love; and like the crow, light
upon, and greedily pick up, every bit of filthy carrion you
can meet with,”

Dear Sir, as I allow you to pubhfb my letter ; out of com-
paffion to the compilers and publifhers of the pamphlet, |
cannot but exprefs my concern, that they may ferioufly con.
fider, whether this mentioned by Mr. Parfons be not digectly
their cafe. And that they may take heed left the Gob of thig
world may have blinded their eyes: fince they had this and
the other fermons before them, they muft fin againft light and
knowledge in publifhing fuch a tra&. And therefore, to ufe
the words of Mr. Parfons in his fermor, page 42, ¢ It is not
poflible that you fhould be innocent, but on the contrary
plunge yourlclves under amazing guilt, by fuch a dreadful
conduét. Whilft you ftand amazed at the rings of the wheels,
as things too high and dreadful for you ; whillt you know not -
what to make of the effufions of the Holy prnt, but are
blundcnng at every thing amifs; when Gobp is werking a

“work of his aftonifhing grace before your eyes which vou will
ot belicve; beware left that come upon you, which is {poken
of in the prophets, ¢ Behold, ye deipifers, and wooder and
perith!” Dear immortal fouls, I befecch and perfuade you, by
the mercies of Gobp and the aftonifhing love of the Lorn
Jesus CHrisT, that you would not facrifice the operations of
the blefled Spirit fo your own prejudice, by means of our im-
perfettions : I befeech and charge you by thecoming of the
great Jehovah in the word of his grace, that you do not
defpife his glorious name, and .the riches of his mercy, now
offered, to you. ] charge and admonifh.you by thé dignity
and- worth of your immortal fauls ;. by the powerful impreffi-
ons of an approaching change; by the certain tremendous

7 : appearing
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appearing of the Great Judge; by the inexpreflible agonies of
hell, and inconceivable joys of an everlafting heaven, that
you do no longer rejet, nor once more cavil ‘againft the glo-
rious intereft and kingdom of the blefled Jesus triumphing at
this day, and inviting the miferable flaves of the devil, to be-~
come the happy fubje&s of it. I warn and charge you be-
fore the great Gob, and the Lorp Jesus CHRIsT, dnd the
holy Angels, upon your peril, that you take diligent heed to
thefe things. And if you reject to hear, if you dare rejed, or
boldly defpife the admonition, remember you are anfwerable
at the great tribunal, and muft expe&t a moft fearful thare
of torments among the damned world, for fuch unfpeakable
guilt.”

Thus fpeaks this great and good man : my heart warmed,
dear Sir, whilt I was readmg his difcourfle ; it is clofe, fuc-
cin&t ‘and powerful : how could the publifhers, after reading
fuch & dreadful warning, print any thing cut of his fermon,
to prove the work in -New-England; to be enthufiafn ? I would
heartily join with hign and the other minifters.in New- England,

~was I these, in bearing a faithful teftimony agamﬁ any thing
that I might judge to be inconfiftent with the precious rules of
the holy fcriptures. At the fame time I pray, that even the
minifters themfelves may a& with the fame cautjpn they re-
commend to their people, and t;ben I doubt not but we fhall
fce a happy end put to what may now be irregular or dify
orderly. The dear Redeemer has affured us, ¢¢ that the gates
of hell fhall neter prevail againft his church.” He will caufe
that all things fhall work together for her good. The wrath
of man fhall turn'to his praife, and the remainder of it fhall
he reftrain ; he will bring order out of confufion, and the
church fhall.bc more than conqueror through his love. I will
therefore concludé this long letter, with the words of the
plalmift in the fecond pfalm,

Why rage the heathen? and vain things,
Why do the.people mind ?
2. Kings of the earth do fet themfelves,
* And Princes are combin’d”
“To plot againft the Lorp, and his -
Anocinted, faying thus,

~

3. Let
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3. Let us afunder break their bands,
And caft their cords from us.

4~ He that in heaven fits, fhall laugh s
The Lorp fhall fcorn them all.

§+ Then fhall he fpeak to them in wrath,
In rage he vex them fhall.

6. Yet notwithftanding I have him

' To be my King appointed, ,

And over Sion, my holy hill,

I have him King anointed.

Ubpon this aflurance, I.reft in peace, 4nd am, reverend and
dear Sir, in the kingdom and patience of JEsus,
] Your affeCtionate and obliged friend,,
: _ brother and fervant,
G. .

By way of P. S. to this letter, give me leave to fend you
a copy of the preface to Mr. MGfegor’s fermon, to which I
have referred in my letter, and which is figned by three emi-
nent minifters of Boflon. Dated, Boflon, Fan. 12, 1742. This
will give you a clear infight into what body of dotrines is
profefled and taught by the promoters of this work: how
far they are from bigotry, and alfo may explain how the
remaining violent oppofers of thofe do&rines came to be feo
much exafperated.

The PrEFace to Mr. M‘anoon s Sermon.

AS ‘all the proteftant churches in Europe, both Epifeopalian
and Prejbyurm, happily agreed at the time of the Re-
formation in the fcripture doé&trines of grace, as appears by
the pubhthcd harmony of their confeffions ; in particular, the
church of Scotland in 1 560, the church of England in 1562-3,
and the church of Ireland in 1616 ; fo it ‘muft be owned that
the Prefbyterians have geperally perfevered in a_ fteady adhe.
rence to the original do&riney of the Reformation, to the pre-
fent day.
And as the Aﬂ'cmbly s thorter catechifm has been all along
. agreeable to the known principles of the New-Englond
churches, and has been generally reccived and. taught, in
them,
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them, as a fyftem of chriftian do&rine agreeable to the Holy
Scriptures, wherein they happily unite; it isa great pleafure
to us, that our Prefbyterian brethren who come from Freland
are generally with us in thefe important points, as alfo in the
particular do&rincs of experimental piety arifing from thens,
and the wondrous work of Gop agreeable to them, at this
day making its triumphant progrefs through the land; all now
happily combining to illuftrate and confirm each other in fo
glaring and ftrong a manner as is irrefiftible to ferious and
unprejudiced beholders ; and has already forced many men of
clear minds, ftrong powers, confiderable knowledge, and firmly
riveted in Arminian and Socinian tenets, to give them all- up
at once, and yield to the adorable fovareignty and irreiftibi-
lity of the Divine Spirit in his faving operations on the fouls
of men.

For to fee on the one hand, fuch men as thefe, fome of
them of licentious lives, long inured in a courfe of vices, and
of high fpirits, coming to the preaching of the word, fome
-only out of curiofity, others with a firong antipathy and meer
defign to get matter of cavilling and baater; all at once, in
. oppofitioa to their inward enmity, refolutions and refiftances,
to fall.under an unexpe@ed and hated power; to have all the
ftrength of their refolution and refiftance taken away; to bave
fuch an inward view of the horrid wickednefs not only of their
lives, but alfo of their hearts, with their exceeding great and
immediate danger of eternal mifery, as has amazed their fouls
and thrown them into diftrefs unutterable, yea forced:them to
cry out in the afiemblies with the greateft agonies : and then
" in two or three days, and fometimes fooner, to have fuch un-
expedted and raifed views of the infinite grace and love of
" Gop in CHRIST, as have enabled them to believe'in him,
lifted them ‘at once out of their diftrefles, filled their hearts
with admiration, and joy unfpeakable, and full of glory,
breaking forth in their fhining countenance and tranfparting
"~ voices to the furprife of thofe about them: and to fee them
kindling up at once, into a flame of love and praife to Gosn,
an utter deteftation of their former courfes and vicious habits,

yea by fuch a deteftation the very power of thofe habits at
once receive 2 mortal wound: in thort, to'fee their high fpirise
on 2 fudden humbled their hard hearts made tender, their
’ _ averfiom
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averfion from the Holy Gep now turfied into a powetful dnd
prevailing - bent to contemplate upon him as revealed in
ACHRIST, to labour to be like him in holinefs, to pleafe and
honour him by an univerfal and glad conformity to his wilt
and nature, and promote his holy kingdom in all about them;
loving them, - forgiving “them, afking forgivenefs of themn;
abounding in aéls of juftice and charity, in a meek and cons
defcending carriage towards the meancft, and afpiring nfm
higher fanQlity.

Aud 1o fec other gentlemen of the like knowledge, parts
and principles, and. of fober, jult end religious lives, as far
=5 their meer reafon with outward revelation are able to carry
them, and prepofiefled againft this work as imagined ehthus
fiafm, - yet ar:once fugprizingly. to find themfelves intircly
defticute of that inward fan&ity, and fupreme love to Goby
and holinefs, which the golpel teaches as. ablolutely meedfuf
to fes -she Jkipgdomof: grave and glory ;.to find- themfelves
mo more than 'comceited Pharifees,: who had. been- warking

out u rightepulnefs of their.owa for juftification ;. and to have

a clear difcovery of their inward enrnity to CARisT, and the
nature and’ way of .redemption by ‘him, with: the mative
vilenefs of their hearts and lives, they had never feen befores
“§n fhert, to find themfelves yet -unrénewed in the fpiric of
their minds; *and - ander the heavy wrath ‘and curfe of Gonyg
to open into the clear difcovery .of their paft delufions ; to find
the hardnefs of their hearts, the blindnefs of. their minds,
and their' utter impotence to convert themfelves;, or btlieve
in CHxrsT 5 to lofe all their former confidemees give up:their
beloved fchemes, fee themfelves undone and helplels,. and fink

jnto.a great diftrefs: and then eondemining themlelves as -

guilty ‘wretches, humbly lying at the foor of abfolute and
fovereign Grace, and looking up to €HRIST the only. Me-

diator to reconcils them to the glorious Gob, “to juftify them -

wholly by his own moft perfc& righteoufnef(s, and to en-
tighten, quickén, fanify, dwell in, and govérnthem by his

Almighty 8pitit ; and thete to wait 'till they find a new and

mighty life and power -come into ‘their fouls, -enabling ‘them
2o embrace, truflin, and love this divine Redeemer, rejoice
with fatisfa&ion in him; and perform every kind of duty -botk
10 Gop and man with pleafute, and wnth quite’ another frame
and fpirit than before,

Such
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Such great and fydden turns as thefe, are, as eyident de.,
monftration as we can- poﬂ"bly conceive of tbe truth of thg
mfyxred fcnptures, and in Pamcular of thofe fcnpture dgce
trlges, of the fovereign and viQorious grace of CHpisT,
rpcc;vcd and taught among us: we fee with our eye, thag
when he rideth forth on the word of truth, .corquering ang
to conquer, his nght-hand teaches terrible things. He mzkes
lns arrows fo fharp and piercing in the hearts of his ﬁouteft
gpgmnss, as obllgc them to fall down under him ; .and when
the day of his power comes on any people, he makes the
maft obftinate to be moft gladly willing and obedient to him,
And thefc principles of grace, and thefe works q’ Gob, do mof}
mnpmhly confirm each other.

And though it muft be owned with forrow, that fomc

few who (Fc thefe wondrous works continue unconvinced,
yet this is no more ftrange than that fome of the moft
leasned gnﬁ religious men, as were the Scribes and Pharifees,
who faw the wondrous works of CHRIsT on earth, yet con-
tinued unconvinced that they were the works of Gop, yea
purfued him with unrelenting enmity and violence. However,
it is a reviving confolation to us,.that as this work furpriz-
ingly goes on from_ town to town, it goes on more and more
to filence the moft fierce oppofers: though mighty oppofiti-
ons rife at firft, it bears them down before it, and our more
mighty Saviour feems refolved to go on fill from conquer-
ing to conquer.

In vain do its remaining enemies attempt to brand it with
the name enthufiafm. For this is like the gentile Romans
branding the Fewi/b religion with the hated name of fuper-
ftition ; and if this work is truly enthufiafm, then we have
been wholly miftaken in the meaning of the word : and what
they call enthufiafm, -is a glorious and blefled work of Gob,
mott powerfully and fuddenly changing the very hearts and
lives of men ; making them in a great degree like to CHRIST
in love, and righteoufnefs, and holinefs, and meeknefs, and
humility; filling their heags with holy joy, and their mouths
with praifes.

But we muft remit the remaining oppofers to the law and
teftimony of Gop himfelf in the infpired oracles; as doth
our reverend and dear brother the author of the following

Vor.1V, G valuable
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valuable fermon. And we are glad on this occaﬁou to join
our teftimony with him, both to the fame do&rines of grace,
and to the wondrous work of Gob agreceable to them; as alfo
to declare our great fatisfation to fee him and others of our
faid prefbyterian brethren concumng with us in them; with
our apprehenfion that eur umtlng in thefe important points,
is fach a powerful band of union in chriftian love and fellow-
thip, as thould overcome the remains of every kind of pre-
judice that may yet fubfift among our people : and our earneft
wifhes, that with a tender and meek forbearance of each
other in different fentiments about church order and govern-
ment, we may all unite in maintaining and promoting thefe
more excellent and momentous points of grace, and vital
plcty
Tuomas Prince,
Bofion, Jan. 12, 1742, Joux Wess,
' ' WiLLram CooPER,




A BRIEF,
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Occafion, Procefs, azd Iflue,
Of a Late
T R I A L
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Ass1zE held at GLoUCESTER, March 3, 1743

BETWEEN
Some of the People called METHODISTS, Plaintiffs,
AND

Certain Perfons of the Town of Mincain-HameToN,
in the faid County, Defendants.

IN A
LETTER to a FRIEND.

Aud wben the towon-clerk bad appeafed the pesple, be faid, Ye men of Epheflus, evbat
wmas is there that knoeveth mot b:&?‘:w the ‘;;1 of the Ephefians i:fa pwag/blpfcr of
the great goddefs Diana, and of the image swbich fell down from Jupiter. Serimg 1hen
that thefe things cannot be [poken againfl, ye o1ghe to be quiet, and te do nothing raftly,

Fer ye bave ﬁugln bitber thefe men, wbich are neitber redbers of churches, mor yet
blafpberzers of your goddefs. Wherefore if Demetrius, and the crafifmen wbich are
with bim, bave & matter agairfl any man, the law is open, and there are deputies 5 les
therm implead one ancther. Bul‘?' ye enquire any thing concerning otber matters, it foall
be determined in @ lawwfal affembly.  For wwe are in donger to be called in queflion for
tbis day’s pprear, there being no caufs whercby wwe may give an account of this comeourfe,

A&s xix, 35=—=40,
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A BRIEF

ACCOUNT, &

My dear Friend, London, March 12, 1744

ON Thurfday evening I came hither from the Ghuceffer
affizes, where I have been engaged-in a trial between

fome of thofe who are called Methodifts, and fome violent
rioters. Perhaps this news may a litde {l-artfc you, and put
you apon enquiry (as it hath done fome others) ¢ How we
came to go to law with our adverfaries, when it is our
svowed principle to fuffer patiently for the truth’s fake?” {1
will tell you, my dear friend : though perhaps there is nothing
in the world more abufed than the law, and there are very few
that go to law out of a proper principle; yet we hold, that
there is a proper ufe of it, and the law is good, when ufed
lawfully. Whether or know we have ufed it lawfully in the
prefent cafe, I fhall leave my friend to judge, after I have told
him the motives that induced us to engage in it. The
Methodifts, you know, are every where accounted enthufiafts,
in the worft fenfe of the word ; but though they are iccounted
fuch, yet they would not be enthufiafts in reality. Now we
look upon it to be one {pecies of enthufiafm, to expelt to at-
tain am end, without making ufe of proper means. We alfo
think, that believers fhould be very cuteful ‘not to be fond of
fuffering perfecution, when they may avoid it, by making
- application to the high powers. We are likewife of opinion,
that good chriftians will be good fubjeéts, and confequently it
is their duty, as much as in them lies, to put a ftop to every
thing, in a rightful way, that may prove deftrulive to the
king or the government under which they live. Chriftian
minifters, in particular, we think, ought to confider the weak-
nefs of people’s grace, and, in pity to precious fouls, do whak
they can to remove every thingout of the way, that may dif-
G 3 .+ courage

-
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courage or prevent poor people’s hearing the everlafting gof-
pcl.  Thefe confiderations, my dear friend, for fome time
paft, have led me to examine whether the Methodifis in geve-,
ral (and I myfelf in'particular) have ated the part of. good
fubje&s, and judicious chriftian minifters, in fo long neglc&-
mg to make an application to the fuperior courts, and putting
in execution the wholefome laws of the Jand, in‘order to pre-
vent thofe many @réadful oiitrages which have been committed
againft us. I nced not defcend to particulars.  Our #eekly
Hiflory is full of them ; and before that came out, feveral of
oug hrethren, both in Englend and Wales, have reccived much
damage from time to time, and been frequeatly in great ha-
Zard of their lives.  Wilyfbire has been very remarkable- fot
mobbipg and ahpﬁng theMcthodifts 5. aad, for about ten
months.laft palt, .it'has alfo prevailed very muceh in Gloscefler
Jbire, efpecially at Hampton, where our friend Mr. Adams has
a dweiling-houfe, and has been much blefled to-many peaple,
This: difpleafed the grand enemy of fouls, who ftirred up
many of the bafer fort, privately cnoouraged by fome of a
}ngner rank, to come from time to time, in great numbers,
wich a low-bell and horn, to befet the boule, and beat and
abufe the people. About the beginnipg of . Fuly laft, their
oppofition feemed to rife to the higheft. For ,feveral days
they affembled in great bodies, broke the windaws, and mob-
hed the_people to fuch a degree, that many expeéted to be
m\udc ed, and hid themfelves in holes and corpers, to avoaid
the tage of their adverfaries. . Once, when I was there, they
cqmmued from four in the afternoon till ‘midnight, rioting,
giving loud huzzas, caﬁmw dirt upon the bearers, and making
clamations, ¢ That nq Anabapnﬁs, Prcfbytcnans, &c.
thould preach there, upon pain of being firlt put into a fkin-
pit, and afterwards, into a brook.” At another time they
pulled one or two women down the ftairs by the hair of their
heads, And on the 10th of Fuly they.came, to the number of
near a hundred, in their ufual way, with a low-bell and harn,
abppt five in the afternoon, forced into Mr. Adams’s houfe,
and demanded him down the ftairs wherean he was preachmg,
took him out of his houfe, and threw him into a fkin-pit full
of poifome things and Rtagnated water. One of our friends,
‘mamed /Villianu, afking them, « If they were not athamed ta
7 ferve
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ferve an innocent man 01" they put him ints the famte.
pit twice, and afterwards beat' him; and dragged hi'm‘along,
the kennel. Mr. Adams’ quietly returned home, and bétdok
Rimfelf to prayet, and exhorted the people to rejoice in fuffer-
ing for the fake of the gofpel. In about balf an hour, they.
¢ame to the houfe again, dragged him down the Rairs, and’
Jed him away a mile and a half toa place calléd Bourn-brook,
and then threw him'in. A ﬁander-By;’ fga.'ririg he ‘might be
drowned, jumped in and pulled him out; whereupon another of
the ridters immediately puthed him into the pool a feconid time,
and ciit his leg againtt a ftone, fo thit he went lame for heat a,
fortnight. * Both the conftable and juftices were applied'to,
but réfufed to a&t'; and feemed rather. to countérance the’
fiiobbing, hoping thereby Methodifm (as they called jt} would'
be put a ftop to, at lealt at Hampton. 'For a feafon phéy
gained their end. Theré was ne preaching for fome time,
the people fearing to affemble on account of the violence of
the mob.” Upon my return to town, I advifed with my
friends what to do. We knew we wanted td exercife n6 re-
venge againft the rioters, and jet we thought it wrong thag -
the gofpel fhould be ftopped by fuch perfons, when the goe
Vernment under which we lived countenanced no fuch thing y
and alfo, that it was abfurd to thank Gop for wholelome
laws, if they were not to be made ufe of. We knew very
well, that an Apoftle had told us, that magiftrates were or-
dained for the punifbment of evil doers; and that they bear
not the fword in vain. We were alfo fearful, that if any of
our brethren fhould be murdered by future riotifigs (as in all
robability they might), we fhould be acceflary to their death,
if we negle&ed to tie up the rioters hands, which wis all we
defired 'to do. Befides, we could not look upoh this as allowed
perfecution, fince it was not countenanced by the laws of the
‘land, and we might have redrefs from thefe rioters and inferior
‘magiftrates, by appealing to Cefar, whofe real friends and
loyal fubjeéts we judged ourfelves not to be, if we fuffered
his laws to be publicly trampled under foot by fuch notorious
rioting ; and which, though begun againft the Methodifts,
might terminate in open rebeflion againft King Gesrge. For
thefe and fuch like reafons, we thought it our daty to move
for an information in the King’s-Ben:h againf five of the ring-
G4 leaders,
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lead’ers, nd ﬁxed upon | the riot which they made on S’uuda],
j"uly 10 when they put Mr. Adams and Williams into the
fkin-pit and brook., _But beforé this was done, T wrote a let-
ter to one whom tﬁzy calfed Captam, deﬁrmf him to mform
his ‘affociates, N That if they would acknowledge their fau!t,\
' “ which “was brokeii thé mght l'.
dows of Mr. Adains's honfe1
it if they perﬁi’ted in their rego-
our duty to prevent their domg,
~damage, by movmg ‘for an jn-
1 King's-Bengh” 1 alfo fent a
er of the town, and to.a Jufhcq
- each from ‘myfelf : ‘but all i in
moft infalént anfwer, Wrote mc
fpmts, and. were refolved. there
g in Hamplan ” Finding them
aext term for a rule of court in
information againft five of the
:ommitted, violence offered, and
1d Williams, on Sunday, Fuly 10.
f it, appeared by their councnl
enlarged till the next term. ' It
while théy continued rhobbing,
............ fe one Saturday night at eleven
o c‘lock ‘when there was no preaching, 'made thofe that were
m bed gét up, and fearched the oven, cellar, and evcry corner
of the houfe, to fee whether they could find any Méthodifts.
gome time after, they threw another young man into a mud-
pit three times fucceflively, and abufed the people in a dread-
ful manner. The next term came on.  We proved our accu-
fatnons by twenty-fix affidavits; and the defendants making
no reply, the rule was made ablolute; and an information
filed againft them. To this they pleaded NOT GUILTY;
and, according to the method in the crown-office, the caufe
_was referred to the aflize held at Glowcefler, March 3d.——
“I'bither I went, and on Tuefday morning laft the trial came
on. It was given out by fome, ¢ That the Methodifts were
to lofe the-caufe, "whether right or wrong.” And I believe
the Defendants depended much on a fuppofition, that the,
gentlemen and. jury would be prejudiced againft us. We
) wese
3
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were ealy, knowing that our Saviour had the hearts of all in
his hands. Being aware of the great confequénces of gammg
or lofing this trial, both in refpet to us and the nation, we
kept a day of fafting and prayer through all the focieties bothi
in England and Wales. Our Scotch friends alfo joined with us,
and chearfully committed our caufe into his hands by whom
kings reign and pnnccs decree juftice. 'We had about. thnrt}
thneﬂ'cs to prove the riot and faéts laid down in the informa-
tion. . Qur council opened the caufe (ds I heard, being
pot prefent when the trial begun) with much folidity ani
found” réafoning : they fhewed, ¢ That rioters were not to
be reformers 5 and that his Ma;eﬂy had no where put thié reing
of g government into the hands of mobbers, or made them Judgg
or juty.” One of them in particular, with great gravity re-
minded the gentlcmen on the jury of the advice of Gamalwl a
do&tox of the law, rccorded Aas v, 38, 39. « Refraxn from
tbefe mien, and let them alone; fot if this .council, or thl;
work, be of men, it will come to nought: but if it be of
GOD, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found even
to ﬁght againft Gop.” Our witnefles were then called. 1

me into court when the fecond witnefs was examining,
i/lr Adams and four more (three of which were not called
Methodifts) fo clearly proved both the riot and the fa&s kaid
to the charge of the Defendants, that the Judge was of opi-
nion there needed no other evidence. The council for the
Defendants then rofe, and exerted a good deal of oratory,
and I think faid all that could well be f#id, to make the beft
of a bad matter. One urged, ¢ That we were enthufiafts,
and our principles and praQices had fuch a tendericy to infe@
%nd hurt the people, that it was right, in his opinion, for ang
private perfon to ftand up and put a ftop to us; and whoever
did fo, was a friend to his country.” He ftrove to influence
the jury, by telling them, ¢ That if a verdi® was given
againft the Defendants, it would coft them two hundred
pounds : that the Defendants rioting was not prenreditated ;
but, that coming to hear Mr. Adams, and being offended at
his do&krine, a fudten quarrel ardfe, and thereby the unhappy
men were led into the prefent fray, which he could" have

wifhed had not happened ; but however it did not amount to
a riot,
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3 riot, -buit. oolg an affault.” Their other coiincil then iris
formed the jury, “¢" That they would undertake to prove that
thc Methodlﬁs began the tumult firfh.” He was pleafed alfo
to mention me by name, and acquamted the court, ¢ That
Mr Wbmﬁdd had been travelling fram coinmon fo commony
imkmg the people cry, and then picking their pockets, under
pretence of colleCting money for the colony of Giorgia; and
ﬁnownng that Gloucg/br;/bxn was 'a populous country, he af
Jaft came there., " That he had now feveral curates, of which
Mi. Adams-was one,. who in his’ preaching had found faulf
with the proceedings of the clergy, dnd faid if the people went
fo. Eear them, they wauld be damned, He added, that therd
had lately been fuch mobbing in Staﬁra’/b:ré ha€ a regiment
of foldiers wis l'cnt down to fupprefs them ; infinuating that
the Methodifts were the authors. “That 'we bad now another
czul'e of a like nature depending in W'tllj}nre ; and that we
wc;e not of that mild pacific fpirit, a we would pretend
10" 'be.”——This, .and much more to the fame purpofe,
though foreign to the matter in hand, pleafed many of the
audnorp, wha expreﬂ‘ed their fatisfalion in hearing the Me-
thodifts in general, and me in particular, thus lathed, by fre-
quent laughing. The eyes of all were upon me. Our Saviour
kept me quite eafly. I thought of that verfc of Horace,

- e——— Hic murus abeneus ¢fto,

Nil confeire fibiy” nulld pallefcere culpd.

Tertullus’s accufing Paul came alfo to. my mind, and I looked
upon myfelf as highly honoured in having fuch things (poken
againft me falfly for CHRIsT’s great name’s fake. To prove
what the Defendants council had infinuated, they called-up
a young man, who was brother to one of the Defendants, and
one of the mob. He fwore point blank, ¢ That Mr. Adams
faid, if people went to church, they would be damned ; and
if they would come to him, he would carry them to Jesus
CHRrisT. He fwore alfo, that the pool in which Mr, fdams
was thrown, was no deeper than half way up his legs. He
faid firft, that there were about ten of the.n that came to the
houfe of Mr. Adams ; and then he fwore that there were about
threefcore. He faid, there was a low-bell, and that one of

the
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the-Defendants did afk Mr. Adams to come down off the ftairs,
but that gone of them went up to him; upon which
Mr. déeme willingly obeyed, went with them brifkly along-
the ftrect, and, as he would-have reprefented it, put himfelf
inta,the fkin-pit and pool, and.fo came:out again.” He faid
alfo fome other things; but through his whole evidence ap-
peared fo flagrantly falfe, that one of the counfellors faid, < It:
was enough to make his hair fland an.end.” The Judge
himfelf withed, ¢ He bad had fo much réligion s to fear an.
qath.” :80:he went down in difgrace. Their.fecond evidence.
was an dged woman, mother td one of the défendants. She
fwore, ¢¢ That her fon did go up the flairs to Mr. Azams,
and that. Mr. 4dams tore her fon’s coat;  and: would have
broken his-neck down-flairs.” But fhe talked fo faft, and het'
evidence was fo palpably falfe, that.fhe was fent away in ag
much difgrace. as the ath.er. Their third and laft evidence
was father to one who was in the mob, though not one of
the defendants. The chief he had to fay was, ‘¢ That when
Mr. Adams was coming from the pool, one met him, and faid;
¢ Brother, how do you do{” Upon which he' agfwered,
¢ That he bad received no damage, but had been in the pool,
and came out again.”” So’tbat all their evidences, however
contrary one to another, yet corroborated ours, and proved
the riot out of their own mouths. The book was then given
to 2 juftice of the peace, who had formerly taken up Mr. Cen-
aick, for preaching near Stroud, and had lately given many
fignal proofs that he was no friend to the Methodifts. But
he intending to fpeak only about their.charaQers, and the
council and Judge looking upon that as quite impertinent to
the matter. in hand, he was not admitted as an evideace.——
Upon. this, his Lordfhip, with great candour and impartiality,
fummed up the evidence, and told the jury,. ‘¢ That he
thought they fhould bring all the Defendants in guslty ; for
our.evidences had fufficiently proved the whole of the informa-
tion, and alfo that the riot was premeditated.” He faid,
« That, in his opinion, the chief of the Defendants evidence
was incredible ; and thar, fuppofing the Methodifts were hes
terodox, (as perhaps they might be) it belonged to the eccle~
faftical goverament to call them to an account ; that they
were
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were fubjects, and rioters were not to be their reformérs.” ———
He alfo reminded them of the dreadful ill confequepces of
© rioting at any time, much more at fuch a critical time as this;
that rioting was the fore-runner of, and might end in, rebel-
lion ; that it was felony, without benefit of clergy, to pull
down a meeting-houfe ; and, for all as he knew, it was high-
treafon to pull down even a bawdy-houfc. That this informa-
tion came from .the King’s- Bench ; that his Majefty’s juftices
there thought they had fufficient reafon to grant it; that the
matters contained in it had been evidently proved before themy
and canfequcntly they fhould bring all the Defcndams in

gmlty

- Upon this the jury were defired to confider of their verdi&t,
There feemed to be fome little demur amongft them. - His
Lordthip perceivimg-it, informed them,- ¢ They had nothing
to-do with the damages, (that was to be referred to the King’s-
Banch) they yeere only to confider whether the Defendants
were guilty or not.” Whereupon, in a few minutes, they
gave a verdi&k for the profecutors, and brought in all the De-
fendants, ¢ guilty of the whdle information lodged againft
them.” 1 then retired to my lodgings, knecled down, and
gave thanks, with fome friends, to our all-conquering Em-
monwel. Afterwards I went to the inn, prayed, and re-
turned thanke with the wignefles, exhorted them to behave
with meeknefs and humility to their adverfaries, and after
they had taken proper refrelhment fent them home rejoicing.
In the evening I preached on thofe words of the Pfalmift,
« By this I know, that thou favoureft me, fince thou haft
not fuffered mine enemy to triumph over me.” Gobp was
pleafed to enlarge my beart much. I was very happy with
my friends afterwards, and the next morning fet out
for Londin, wheie we have had a blefled thankfgiving fea-
fon, and from whence I take the firft opportunity of fend-
ing you as many particulars of the occafion, progrefs, and
ifiue of our trial, as I can well recolle. "Waat report his
Lordthip will be pleafed to make of the cafe, and how the
- Defendants will be dealt with, cannot be known till next
term ; when I know I fhall apprize you of it, as alfo of our
behaviour towards them,——]n the mean while let me entreat
you
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you to give thanks to the blefled JEsus in our behalf, and
to pray that his word may have free courfe, *may run and be
glorified, and a flop be put to all fuch rebellious proceedings.
} remain, Sir,

Your very affeCtionate friend, and humble fervant,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

*4* For more particulars of this affair, fee Vol, 1I. Let-
ters 526, 527, 520, 5455 549, and 550.

A LET-
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| A
LETTER, &

Londn, May 22, 1 7444
_ Reverend Siry

" Have read your expoftulatory l¢tter, and thank you for ptea
fixing your name. Had the author of the obfervations
beén fo ingenuous, he would have faved you and me fome
trouble; but as he hath not, and the pamphlet was publifhed
inf fuck a way, I cannot think myfelf juftly chargeable with
fll-mannérs or cenforioufnefy, for treating him and their
Lordfhips concerned, in the anner I have done. Qur Sa-
vigur dealt dlways very plainly with the rulers of the Fewif
Church ; and when one was offended, and faid, ¢ Mafter,
thus' fdying, thou reproacheft us alfe,” Ke was fo far from res
caiting, thdt he faid, * And woe unto you alfo ye lawyers.”
¥ thie famt fpirif, che proto-martyr Stepberi addrefled himfelf
8 the Favifp Sanbedrim, and fai® unto them, « Ye Riff-
ecked and uncitcémcifed in hKearts and da¥s, ye do always
et oi¢ Holy Ghoft 5 a5 your fathers did, fo do ye.” And
however fhocking, Rev. Sir, it may appear to you, (pagé
430 of your létter) for us to urge our Lorb’s éxample and
Ris blefRd apoftlés, yet I think it quite confiftent for 2 mini»
feér,” who has réceived an apoftolical commiffion at his ordi-
giation, ¢¢ Receive thou the Holy Ghoft now committed unto
thee by the imipofition of our hands, &c,” to make ufe of the
&xample of our LorD and his apoftles, in vindication of his
condu& ; betaufe CHRIST left us an example, that we might
follow his fteps; and we arc called to be followers of the
dpoftles, as they were of Jesus Curist. I Know not how
to give flattering titles, and theréfore muft fand co it, that
Voi. IV. H : they

#
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they are falfe witnefles, however dignified or diftinguithed,
and lay to my charge a thing that [ know not, who tax me
with being an open defier of government, for preaching in the
ficlds. Neither do I think I have wronged the author of the
obfervations at all, by infinuating, ¢ That the defign and
fcope of this pamphlet was to reprefent the proceedings of the
Methodifts as dangerous to the church and ftate, in order to
procure an-a& of parliament “againft them, or oblige them to
fecure themfelves by turning diffenters.”” That this was his
drift, (at leaft that he intended to move the government a-
gainft the Methodifts in general, and me in particular) I think
appears quite plain from a little two-penny paper lately pu-
blithed, (I fuppofe by the fame anonymous author) wherein
he declares, ¢ That though Mr. #bitefield has pleaded in be-
balf of the Methodifts, that they are an harmlefs and loyal
people, yet aft. He cannot poffibly be. fuppofed to know all
the perfons, or even one tenth part of thofe prefent at his
. meetings of 30, 50, or 8c000. —2d. When he appoints or
holds a meeting, all people are at liberty to come, and to
carry on fuch purpefes as they think proper.—3d. Such a
free and fafe refort for great multitudes to one place, fubjet
to no controul or examination, is doubtlefs a great opportu-
nity put into the hands of feditious perfons to raife diftur-
bances.” He¢ adds, ¢ How confiftently with the a& of tole-
ration, or with what fafety to the public, thefe field-preach-
ings may be continued, let the world judge.” If this be not
intended to move the government againft me, furely there
was never a motion made againft any man living ; but with
what little thew of true reafoning I need not menuon Let
the world judge.

Here lies the point, Rev. Sir: the generallty of the c)ergy
are offended in their hearts, that his majefty is fo mild to~
wards his harmlefs and loyal pcople the Methodifts. They
have denied the Methodift preachers the ufe of their churches,
and think, if field-preaching was put a ftop to, Methodifm,
as they term it, would be lefs extenfive. But were they te
gain their point, and the preachers to be bound, yet perhaps
after all they would find themfelves miftaken, for the word of
Gon.would not be bound. And I remember a faying of the
tbcn Lord Chancellor to that holy martyr Bradferd, ¢ Thou

’ 6 . haft
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haft done more hurt (as he calied it) by thy letters and ex:
hdrtations fince thou haft been in prifon, than thou ever didft
before.” However this be, field-preaching is at prefent the
clergy’s eye-fore. Hence they raife a clamour that it is uh-
lawful.” Wedeny it. We fay the aét of toleration urged
againft us is nothing to the purpofe, for we arc triie members
of the eftabliflied church ; and that if we were not (qusd magnd
mercenter Atride) yet the trial of Medeand Pen is an adjudged
cafe. - But flill, if you or any other perfon pleafe to move for
an information agdinft me, for preaching in a field, or a
fireet, though.I puirpofe to go abroad fhortly, yet I fhall think
it my duty to ftay fome time, to make a legal defence. But
if not, henceforward whatever queftions may be put to me in
print, about the lawfulnefs of ficld-preaching, they will lie
unanfwered: o v

Not that I think it is barely field-preaching that gives the -
generality of the clergy fuch offence. No, it is the doétrine
that I preach there, that is the grand caufe of their contcnd<
ing with me. You aré pleafed, Rev. Sir, to fay (Page 39th)
« That I have revived the old Galviniflical difputes concerning
predeftination, &c.” (1 fuppofé you mean juftification by
faitb alone, the imputed righteoufne(s of Jesus CHRIsT;
man’s utter inability to turn to Gop, or to do good works,
&c.) « Which you fay had happily flept for fo many years.”
But if this be miy fhame, I glory in it. For what is this bu¢
reviving the effential articles of the Church of England, whicht
undoubtedly are Calviniftical, and which, by your own con-
feffion, have happily flept for fo many years? This is too
true. But However you may courit this a happinefs, yet in
my opinion it is one of the greateft judgments that has befallen
our nition. And if it had not been for the remnant of free<
grace, diflentinig minifters, (ftiled by the author of the obfer-
vations, diffenting teachers} and the littie flock of thé Me-
thodift preachiers, that the LorD JEsus has raifed up and pre-
ferved amongft us, mahy of the eflential do&rines of the ar-
ficles of the Chutch of England might have, as you term ity
Bappily flept many years more. ]

Thefe, Rev. Siry ate the real fentimients of my heart,” I
think they are founded on truth and fobernefs. And if fo,
ilamc me riot, a3 you do (page-2ift) for coihpariig the

Ha Chirch -
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Church of England, as it now fubdfifts, to aleaky /bip For is i¢
not too evident that the is not only leaky, but really finking,
when feveral of the Right Reverend the Bifhops, and a pre-
bendary of 8t. Paul'sy can openly plead for works being a con-
dition of our juftification in the fight .of Gop? This was
the particular charge my Lord of Londen gave his clergy in
his laft paftoral lctter, ¢¢ So to explain the do&rine of jufti-
fication by faith alone, as not to exclude good works from be-
ing a condition of our juftification.” Was the great apoftle
of the Gentiles now living, what anathema’s would he pro-
nounce againft fuch Fudaizing do&rine? Was Luther on
earth, how would he thunder againft fuch a charge ? For he
calls juftification by faith alone, articulus flantis aut cadentis
ecclefie. This is the great fundamental point in which we
differ from the church of Reme. This is the grand point of
cpntention between the generality of the eftablifhed clergy,
and the Methodift preachers: we plead for free juftification
in the fight of Gop, by faith alone, in the imputed righte-
oufnefs of Jesus CHRIsT, without any regard to works paft,
prefent, or to come. You (Bellarmine like) are for mak-
ing your works, conditions (page 17th); ¢ And joining
your honeft, though imperfe& endeavours to ferve and pleafe
ybur Maker, with a hearty truft and confidence in his ever-
lafting mercies,” (page 42.) You fay, (page 58th) we are’
very far from building wholly on our morality ;” we fay, our
morality is not to be built on at all, but that ¢ ChrisT is
the end of the law for nghteoufnefs to every onc that belie-
veth.” Thus, you think, is onc of my errors.” But if it be
aR error, it is a fcriptural error ; and [o plainly taught in ‘the
eleventh article of our church, that he that runs may read:
and however you may blame me for infinuating, ¢ That fome’
of the clergy may adhere to his majefty only for his prefer-
ments, and confequcntly not appear altogether fo hearty in a
time of danger;” yet I cannot think it an inftance of hard-
judging at all.  For if perfons can deliberately fubferibe to
the do&trines of juftification by faith alone, and other articles.
that are purely Calviniflical, yet fo explain them away as
plainily to prove they fcarce believe a word of them, I fhould
not wonder if they turned Facolites, or went over to the pre-
. . ) tender,
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tender, whenever they faw it fuited their worldly intereft fo
to do.

That I am not alone in my- opinion, give me leave, Rev.’

Sir, to tranfcribe a paffage I lately met with in the latter end
of a book, entitled, Tbe Honeycomb of Free fuflification, written
by one Mr. Eaton, A. M. of Trinity College in Cambridge,
printed at London in the year 1642.

¢« Free juftification was firft enjoined to be diligently
¢ taught, for the reformation of the church, by King Henry
VI11. but was by King Edward VI. and Qseen Elizabeth,
principally eftablithed by parliament, and fingled out from all
 the reft of the eftablithed articles of religion ; and reduced in-
to fermons and homilies to be (after the people’s fight of their
loft eftate, and woeful mifery by fin) principally taught, and
chiefly known and underftood of all the fubjets and com-
mons aof the land, for theie four caufes.

1ft. ¢ Becaufe it is the only immediate caufe and means of
our peace with Gop. For being juftified by faith we have
peace with Gop, Rem. v. 1. and our affurance of free falva-
tion by Jesus CHRIST, and is therefore called the juftifica-
tion of life, Rom. v.18. * For whom Gop juftifieth, them
he alfo glorifieth,” Rom. viii. 30.

2d. ¢ Becaufe it is the ordinance of Gop (quite contrary
to the judgment of popifh carnal reafon) that powerfully cau-
feth people to leave their fins, and live a true fan&ified and
godly life.  Titus ii. 11 to 15.  Rom. sth and 6th chapter.

3d. ¢ Becaufe it is the chief caufe and means to difcover
and fupprefs the Romib antichrift, popery, &c. and all other
fuperﬁmons, fets, errors and fchifins out of the land ; and to
eftablith unity, pcace and concord in matters of rcllgxon, and
of aflurance of free falvation, and makes every man to keep in
a lawful vocation, and to do it profitably in love. Gal. v. 13.

4th. ¢ To dire& minifters épdo7odcir to go with a right
foot to the truth of the gafpel, Gal. ii. 14. in found preach-
ing, and pure declaring of the word of Gop, by true faith of
free juftification, becaufe (faith the eftablifhed do&rine of our
church) fincere preachers ever were, 'and ever fhall be but a
few; and their preaching of Gobp’s word moft fincere in the
beginning, by protefs of time waxeth lefs and les pure, and
after is corrupt, and latt of all quite laid down, and lefe off;

H3 . becaufe .
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pecaufe free juftification is a doGrine hardly learned in a
church, and foon loft-again, Gal. i. 6. and yet is the true
firength, happinefs and fafety of the whole land, Ifaiab Ixii,
1—6."

Hereupon, the sth part of the fermon againft difobedience
and rebellion, eftablithed by Queen Efizabeth, teacheth the
commons, that fuch bithops or ecclefiatical perfons,’as by
pride and ambitious rule, do by terms of error, fchifm, or
herefy, hinder this main light of Gon’s word from the people,
are the chiefef? traytors in the land : and the 6th and laft part
largely teacheth, that fuch fubje&ts and commons to whom
through ignorance of Gop’s word, this light of righteoufnefs,
and this fun of underflanding doth not fhine, although they
may brag, as did fometimes the Yewih cler Ey and people,
that they cannot lack knowledge, yet are fuch by their blind
dead faith, traytors to Gob, traytors to their king, traytors
to their own fouls and hodies, and traytors to the whole
land and country.”

Thus writes that good man Mr. Eaten. 1 leave you, Rev,
Sir, to make what ufe of it you pleafe. You fee we have
human as well as divine authority on our fide. And yet we
are looked upon as erroneous, and are accordingly denied the
churches : and what for? even for preaching up the do&rine
of juftification by faith alone; for which the glorious martyrs
of the Church of England burnt in Smithfield. If this be not
like Nero’s fetting Rome on fire, and then' charging it upon
. ‘the chriftians, I know not what is.

This is really, Rev. Sir, the truth of the cafe. However,
we are willing to frequent the church, and receive the holy fa-
crament, if the clergy pleafe to give us leave.  This I think we
may do, without being guilty of the inconfiftency you charge
us with (page 29th), becaufe in the 26th article of our church
we are taught, < Although in the vifible church the evil be
ever mmglcd with the good, and fomctime the evil have chief
authority in the miniftration of the word and facraments :
yet, forafmuch as they do not the fame in their own name,
but in CHRI1sT’s, and do minifter by his commiffion and au-
thority, we may ufc their miniftry, both in hearing the word
of Gon, and in receiving of the facraments : neither is tbe
“effet of CHRIST’s ordinance taken away by their wicked-

nefs,

\
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nefs, nor the grace of Gob’s gifts diminifhed from fuch,
as by faith, and rightly do receive the facraments miniftered
unto them, which be effe@ual, becaufe of CHrisT’s infti-
tation and promife, although they be miniftered by evil men.”
This I think a fufficient vindication, for the methodifts keeping
in the church. But if fome cannot go thus far, nor bear
to hear the do&trine of juftification by faith alone continually
preached againft, the preachers muft thank themfelves if
any entirely defert the church, and run to meeting-houfes
or clfewhere, to get food for their fouls. For I am per-
fuaded, if the do&trine of juftification by faith alone be
banifhed from-our pulpits, people may-attend to their lives
end, and yet never have the whole counfel of Gop (as you
think they may, page 50.) declared unto them.

I could enlarge upon this point, and alfo anfwer the charge
of enthufiafm which you bring againft me in feveral parts of
your letter. But I willingly omit it, becaufe I fhall have
occafion to write more explicitly on thefe points in my fecond
anfwer to the Obfervations : 1 have fome reafons for deferring
it at prefent. But I aflure you, Rev. Sir, you muft not ex-
pect me to treat that anonymous author with lefs juftice than
in my laft. For however worthy perhaps he may be in your
fight, I think ‘I fhall prove him to be no better than an
unfkilful flandering fophifter ; and if a-clergyman, an un-
orthodox blind guide.

As for the irregularities I have been guilty of, in curtailing
the liturgy, or not ufing the common-prayer in the fields,
&c. I think it needlefs to make any apology, till I am called
thereto in a judicial way by my ecclefiaftical fuperiors. They
have {laws and courts. In and by thofe, ecclefiaftics are to
be judged ; and I am ready to make a proper defence, as I
mentioned in my anfwer to the firft part of the obfervations,
whenever it fhall be required at my hands.. Only I would
beg leave to obferve, that by calling extempore prayer, extem-
pore effufions, you caft a flur upon the whole body of diflen-
ters, and on many of the reformed cburches abroad., And
as the free grace diflenters have helped to keep up the Calvie
niflical difputes, which you fay have happily flept in the eftar -
blifhed church for fo many years; was it not for his Ma-
Jeﬁy’a great kindnefs, and the lenity of his goverament, they

H 4 would
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would meet with no better treatment than the poos Methodifts-
do now.

Indeed you fay (pag; 41ft) < We do not oppofe or deny
the true fcripture do@rine concerning thefe peints, viz. Free
juftification, the new birth, and the in-dwelling of the fpirit)
but only your account and explication of them.” Give me
leave therefore, Rev. Sir, if you are pleafed to favour me with
another letter, folet me know how you explain thefe impor-
tant points, or what you can find inconfiftent with fcripture,
or the articles of the church of Bngland, in thofe difcourfes
which I have publifhed, and in which ] have endeavoured to
treat on thefe points in an explicit manner.

I would obferve to you, that I with every pon-refident
minifter in Englasd, could give as good an account of their.
non-refidence, as I can of iny abfence from Savgnnsh. To
fatisfy you, Rev. Sir, I will acquaint you with the whale..
When-1 firft went abroad, I was appginted to he minifter of
Frederica.  But upon my arrival in Gegrgig, finding there was
no minifter at Savannah, and no place of worthip at Frederica,
by the advige of magiftrates and pepple, I continypd at Sevgns
nab, teaching publicly, and from houfe to houfe, and cate-
chifing the children day by day, during the whole time of my.
firft continuance in Georgia; except about a fartnight in
which I went to Frederica to vifit the people,“and to fee abous
building a church, for which I had given fifty paunds out of
fome money I had collected, and of which I have given a
public account. About four months after, I came ever to
England to receive prie}’s ordess, and colleét moncy for build,
ing an Orphan-houfe. At the requeft of many, the honou-
rable truftees prefented me to the living of Sovamnah, I ac-
cepted it, but refufed the ftipend of §fty pounds per annum,
which they gencroufly offered me. Neither did I put them to
any expence during my ftay in England, where 1 thought it
my duty to abide, till I had colle&ted a fufficient fum where-
with I might begin the Orphan-houfe, though I fhould have
left England {ooner, had I not been prevented by the embargo,
However, 1 was more ¢afy becaufe the honourable truftees,
1'knew had fent over another minifter, who arrived foon after
Lleft the colony. . Upon my fecond arrival at Georgia, find-
ing the care of the Orphan-houfe, and the care of the parifh,
. t00
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too great a tafk for me; T jmmediately wrote aver to the hga
nourable truftees to provide another minifter. In the mean
while, as moft of my parifhioners were in debt, or ready to
leave the colony for want of being employed, and as I believed,
that ere&ing an Qrphap-houfe waquld be the beft thing I could
do for them and their pofterity, I thoyght it my duty, from
time to time, to anfwer the invitatjons that were fept me to
preach CHRisT JEsus in feveral parts of America, and to
make more colle&ions towards carrying on the Orphan-houfe.
The Lorp flirred up many to be ready to diftribute and
willing to communicate on this occafion. I always came
home furnithed with provifions and money, moft of which
was expended among the people, and by this means the nor-
thern part of the colony almoft entirely fubfifted for a confi-
derable time. This was afferted, not very long ago, before
the houfe of commons. And now, Sir, judge you whether
my non-refidence, was any thing like the non-refidents of moft
of the Englifb clergy. When I was abfent from my pa-
rithioners, I was not loitering or living at eafe, but preach-
ing and begging for them and theirs : and when I retarncd,
it was not to fleece my flock, and then go and fpend it upon
my lufts, or lay it up for a fortune for myfelf and relations.
No_: freely as I had received, freely I gave: and ¢¢ there-
fore when the ear heard me, then it blefled me; and when
the eye faw me, it gave witnefs to me: becaufe I delivered
the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that had
none to help him. The bleffing of him that was ready to
penﬂ: came upon me ; and I caufed the widow’s heart to fing'
for joy.” I am become a fool in glorying. But you have

compelled me. The Gob and Father of our Lorp JEsus .

CurisT knoweth that I lie not. I fought not theirs, but
them. And however you may judge me, (page 20th) as
though I chofle this itinerant way of preaching for the fake
of Profit; yet I aflure you the laft day will prove that you
and all like-minded are quite miftaken. I choofe a voluntary
poverty. The love of Gob and the good of fouls is my only
aim. The manner of my call to my prefent way of adling,
if the LorD gives me freedom, fhall be the [ubject of a fu-
ture tra&. I fend you this fhort letter, to convince you that
I am really willing to give an anfwer of the hope that isin

me,



[ 122 ]

me, with meaknels and fear. I fhall only add, if you de
not like the example of Gallio (page 27th) I would humbly
‘recommend to you the advice of Gamaliel. ¢ Refrain from
thefe men, and let them alone: for if this council, or this
work be of men, it will come to nought: but if it be of Gop,
ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found even to fight
againft Gopn.” I am, Rev. Sir,

<Your affe@tionate brother and fervant,

GEOoRGE WHITEFIELD,

AN
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A N § W E R

TO

The FirsT PART of an ANONYMoOUS
PaMPHLET, entitled, ¢¢ Obfervations upon
s¢ the Condu& and Behaviour of a certain
* Se& ufually dx{’cmgulﬂwcd by the Name of
“METHODISTS.”

\ IN A
L-E T T E R
TO

The Ricur Reverenp the BISHOP of
LONDON, andthe other RiciT REVEREND
the BISHOPS concerned in the Publication
thereof,

Falfe Witneffes did rife up 5 they laid ta my Charge Things that I
sdnew not, Pfal. xxxv. 11.
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. A
L E T T E R
| To the Right Reverend |
| The Bifhop of Lo~ D‘.O"I‘;‘, &e.

. My Lods, . London, March 1744

HE Apoftle Peter exhocts us, ““to be ready to give ax

anfwer to cvery one thaé afketh us a reafon of thé
hope that is in us, with meeknefs and fear.” And if this ig
so be our conduét towards every ome, much more ar¢ wd
bound to behave thus to thofe who are overfeers of the church
of Gop, and confequently are invefted with ap authority to
xoqaire an anfwer at our hands,

A defire of complying with this apoftolical injun&ion, in-
duced e, my Lords, about five weeks ago, to publifh an
# Advertifoment, wherein I deficed an open publication of.
feveral anenymous papers, entitled, Obfervations upon the con~
dul? and lybavionr of a certain f261; ufually difiinguifbed by the

. ® Whereas fome anonymaus papers again®k the people called Mrtdodiffs
i general, and myRIf and friends in particular, have been for foms
weeks printed in a large edition, and handed about and read in the red
ligious focieties of the citles of Lenden and Wefiminfier, and given intd
the knnrde of mawy private perfons, with fifi& injun&ions to lend therm
to mo ome, mor let them go out of their hands to any; and whereas,
after having accidentally had the hafty perufal of them, I find many
querics of great importance concerning me, and my condu&, contained
theveint ; and a3 it appoars that ene paper has little or no connexion with
another, and a copy, when applied for, was refufed me, and ¥ know not
how foon I may embark for Georgia; I am therefore obliged hereby to
defire a fpeedy open publication of the aforefaid papers, in order that &
candid, impartial anfwer may be made thereto by me,
Londen, Jan. 26, 1744. Coorge Whitefield
name
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name of Methodifts. Papers,' which; upon enquiry, I found
had been printed fome confiderable time, had been read in
the focieties of London and #efiminfler, and handed about in 2
private manner to particutar fricnds, with ftri€t orders to part
with them to no one. What could be the meaning of fuch a
pro@¥ure, 1 kaow not? But thid" I'know, however fuclf a
clahd¥tine wiy'of aling) may favour of the’ wifdom of the
ferpent, it does not befpeak that harmlefnefs of the dove, which
our Saviour in an gfpecial manner recommends to his minifs
ters.

Who the real 4uthor of thefe papers may be, I am not yet
able fox 2-@ertajpt \to- ﬁad gut~ Bug¢ 1 had reafon to* bdxcve,
that my Lord of ondom “was ‘concerned-in compofing or ree
vifing them. That I might not be miftaken, after the pub
lication of the advertifement, I wrote his Lordthip a letter #,
wheréin'I defired to-knew, whether his Lordfhip was the au-
thor of this paper_or awot, and alfo defired a copy. His Lotd+
fhip was pleafed: to fend ward by my friend, who carried the
Jetter, that ¢ I thould hear from bim.” Hitherto:his Lord=
fhip has not favoured me with an anfwer. Only fome time
ago;:.one Mr. Qwen, a printer, in Amen-Corner, Pater-nofler

bay,‘ who is pririter to my-Lord of Lesdon, left a letter 1 for -
Lo 'm, .

R ‘ N
e My Lord, ' Londm, Feb, 1. 1744+ .
S:mplncny becomes the followm of 3‘:/‘:4: Cbrifl, and therefore I think
it iny duty to trouble your Lordthip with thefe few lines. I fuppofe yout
Lordthip has feen ‘the adverti(gment publifhed by me, about four days
aga, concerning fome anonymous papers, which have been handed about
in the focicties for fome confiderable time. As I think it my duty to
shjwer them, I fhould be glad to be informed whether the report be true,
that your Lordthip compofed them, that I may the better know to whom
I may dire& my anfwer. A fight alfo of one of -the copies, if in your
I.ordﬂnp s keeping, would much oblige, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obliged, dutifal fon and fervant,
Greorge Whitefield,

: P.S. The bearer will bring your Lordmhip's anfwer; or if youf
Lordthip pleale to favour me with a line, be pleafed to dire& for me, to
be left with M. . Syms, &co

" 4 Sir, Feb. 3. 1744
My name is Owen. I ama prmter in Amen-Corner ; and 1 waite

upon you to let you know, that f have had orders from feveral of the
Bithops,
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me, wherein he informed me, that he had orders from SEVERAL
OF THE BisHoPs to print the Obfervations on the condult and
bebaviour of the Methodifis (WITH SOME FEW ADDITIONS)
for their ufe ; and when the impreflion was finifhed, I fhould
have a copy. Why my Lord of Londen, or the feveral other
Bifhops concerned, fhould conceal their names, or why a
copy fhould be denied me, fo long after the papers had been
printed, Ileave the world to judge. I cannot think fuch
way of proceeding can gain your Lordfhips any credit from

the public, or any thanks from the other Bifhops who have’

Rot interefted themfelves in this affair, and who, I believe,
are more NOBLE, than to countenance the publication of any
fuch performance.

It is 2 weighty thing with me, mv Lords, to have irfinua-
tions made, or queries put to me, in refpett to my pra&ice
and do&rine, in fuch a public manner, by perfons that are
_ placed at the head of the church. It is true, your Lordthips
have not put queries to me in your own names; but as the
author has concealed his, and thefe papers are printed by your

Lordthips orders, you have thereby adopted them for your.

own ; confequently, I am put under a neceflity of direQing
this letter as I bave done. And I can affure your Lordthips,
that with great deference to the dignity of your office, after
earneft prayer, with I truft fome degree of humility, and un-
feigned fimplicity of heart, 1 now fit down to perform my
promife, to give a candid and impartial anfwer to the fore-
mentioned papers, which were fent me laft week, (colle@ted
into a pamphlet) by Mr. Owen; and 1 fuppofe, by your Lord-
fhips order.

I never yet was, and hope never fhaH be fo far left to lean-

to my own underftanding, as to fancy myfelf infallible. Young

as I am, I know too much of the devices of Satan, and of the -

defperate wickednefs and deccitfuinefs of my own heart; not
to be fenfible, that I am a man of like paffions with others,
and confequently may have fometimes miftaken nature for

Bihops, to print for their ufe, fuch nombers of the Obfervations u}m'

the comduB and bebaviour of the Methodifis, (with fome few additions)

as they have refpeltively befpoken. And I will not fail to wait upon

you with one copy, as foon as the impreflion is finithed. T am, Sir,
Your moft obedient, &c.

’ grace",
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\ grn*e, imagination for revelation, and the fire of my own
temper, for the pure and facred flame of holy zeal, which
cometh from Gobp's alt:v —If therefore, upon perufing the
pamphlet, I find that I have been blameable in any refpe&t (as
in all probability I.may).I will not only confefs it, but return
hearty thanks both to the compiler and your Lord{hips, though
unknown.

Indeed, it js but of little confcquence to the merits of the
Gaufe to know who_the author is. Only thus much may be.
faid, your Lordfhips yourfeives bemg judges, it.is not quite
fair to give ftabs i the dark; and it is fome fatisfaion to the
perfon attacked, to know who and what his antagonifts are,.
that he -may know -the better how to deal with them. But
fince that canpot be granted, it may be more’ to the pur-
pofe, to confider the matters contained in the pamphlet, and
to anfwer for myfelf, To far as I am ¢oncerned.

It is entitled, Obfervations upon the condué? and bebaviour (i. e.
upon the condu@ and condult). of a certain felt, ufually diflin-
guifbed by the name of Methodifls. I think the title ought rather
to run thus,—M j'repr:ﬁmtamm of the condué? and PRINCIPLES,

" of many arthodsx,. well-meaning miniflers, and mémbers of the
church of England, and loyal fubjecis to bis Majefly King George,
FALSELY TERMED A SECT, and ufually difiinguifhed, 06T OF
CONTEMPT, by the name of MeTHODIsSTs. This title, my
Lords, would juft anfwer the contents., Fot the principles as
well as condué? of the Methodifts are ftruck at, and greatly
mlfrcprefented in this pamphlet. And the Methoiifts are no.
Jeét, no feparatifts from the eftablithed church, neither do they
call-people from -her communion. Befides, the aughor ought
to have added, A new edition, with jéwral alterations, additions
and correétions; for otherwife the world is made to behevc, that
this is the felf-fame compofition which was handed about fome
months ago, and of which I had a hafly reading, Whereas
there are feveral thmgs omitted, fome things added, and divers
alterations made in this new edition ; fo that' the tule-pagc is
not only injudicious, but falfe and Emdal'ous

And if the fitle-page is fo bad, 1 fear the &j&t) and fegpe of
the pamphlet itfelf is much worfe. For is it not to reprefent
the procecdmgs of the Methodifts as dangerous to the church
and ﬁate, in order to procure an a&t of parliament againt
I them,
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them, or oblige them to fecure thcmfelves by turning dnf-’-
fenters ? '

But is not fuch a motion, at fuch w feafon as this, 'both
uncharitable and unfeafonable? Is not the adminiftration
engaged enough already in other affairs, without troubling
themfelves with the Methodifts 2° Ot who would now advife
them to bring farther guilt upon the nation, by perfecuting
fome of the prefent government’s moft hearty friends ? 1 fay,
my Lords, the prefent government’s moft hearty friends. For
though the Methodifts (as the world' calls them) difagree in
fome particulars, yet I dare venture to affirm, that to a2 man
they all agree in this, to love and honour the kihg. For my
own part, I profefs myfelf a zealous friend to his prefent
Majefty King George, and the prefent adminifttation. Where-
ever I go, 1 think it my duty to pray for, and to preach up
obedience to him, and all that are fet in authofity under him,
in the moft explicit manner. And I believe, thould it evér
come to the trial, the poor defpifed Methodifts, who Iove his
Majeﬁy out of principle, would cleave clofe to him in the moft
imminent danger, when others that adhere to him, only for
Preferments, perhaps might not appear altogether fo hearty.
My Lords, 1 have now been a preacher above feven years;
and for thefe fix years paft, have been called to att in a very -
public way. Your Lordfhips muft have heard of the very
great numbers that have attended me : fometimes feveral of
the nobility, and now and then, even fome of the clergy have
been prefent. Did they ever hear me fpeak a dlﬂoyal word ?
Are there not thoufands can teftify, how fervently and fre-
quently I pray for bis Majefty King George, his royal off-
fpring, and the prefent government? = Yes, my Lords, they
can. And I truft, through the divine affiftance, I fhould be
enabled to do fe, though furrounded with popifh enemies;
and in danger of dying for it as foon as my prayer was endeds
This, my Lords, s far as I am acquajnted with them, is the
prefent temper of my friends, as well as myfelf. And may [
tiot then appeal to your Lordfhips, whether it be not the iti-
tereft of the adminiftration to encburage fuch perfons, or at
leaft to le¢ them alone? Gallis, on a like occafion, thought it
his. wifdom to a& thus; ¢ For when the ews made infuts
reftion with one accard againft Paul and brotight hif to the

Vor. 1V, I judg+
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judgment-feat, faying, this fellow perfuadeth meh to worlhify
Gob contrary to the law ; he faid unto the Fews, if it were 2
matter of wrang or wtcked lewdnefs, O ye 7¢w:, reafon
would that I fhould bear with you, But if it be a queftion
of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it, for [
will be no judge of fuch matters.” Nay, he was fo far from
approving of their motion, that he drove them from the judg-
ment-feat,

" My Lords, I know ‘of no law of the flate that we have
broken, and therefore we have net incurred:the difpleafure of
the civil power. } your Lordthips apprehend that we are
Yiable to ecclefiaftical cenfures, we are ready to make a pro-
per defence whenever called to it by our ecclefiaftical fupe-
riors.  As for myfelf, your Lordfhips very well know that 1
" am a Batchelor of Arts, have taken the oaths, fubfcribed to
the articles, and have been twice regularly ordained. In this
charaéter I have aQled both at home and abroad, and know of
-no law of our government which prohibits my preaching ia
any field, barn, ftreet, or out-houfe whatloever.

It is true, one or two of my friends, who preach as I do,
‘were bred diffenters, and had been licenfed, and preached in li-
eenfed places before my acquaintance with them; and ore or two
of the houfes where the Methedifts meet, have, without my
knowledge, been licenfed fince ; and therefore the author of
the pamphlet is quite miftaken in his fir# paragraph (as well
as the title page and defign of his pamphlet) wherein he de~
elares, that “ it does mot appear that any of the preachers
among the Methodifts have qualified themfelves and the places
(it would have been better Englifb if he bhad faid, qualified

~themfelves, and licenfed the places) ef their afflembling, ac-
cording to the a& of toleration ; which a& warsants leparate
affemblies for the worfhip of Gon, that before were unlaw-
ful.” I wifh the author had taken a little more care to inform:
himfelf before he publifhed the pamphltt. He would not
then have been guilty of fo many egregious miftakes, or
without caufe have condemned the innocent, as he hath done.
However, in the general, he is right,~for, as yet, we fe¢ no’ .
fufficient reafon to leave the church of England, and turn dif-
fenters; neither will we do it till we arc thruft out. When'
a fhip is leaky, prudent failors, that value tlie cargo, will not
) leave
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'eave it to ﬁnk but rather continué in it. fo long as tbey gana
to help pump out the water. 1 leave the author, my Lords,
to make the application.

But whether the Methodifts are churCh men or duﬁ'enters,
thc alls of King Charles 11. referred to, pag. 3. paragraph I,
and Pag. 4, paragraph 2. make nothing againt them, neither
do they prove the Methodifts to be violaters of the flatute
law, by their bcnng field-preachers.  And what the author fo
pcremptonly affirms, pag- 4 patagraph 3. (and which, by
the way, is one of the few additions made in this, which was
not in the laft edition) is dire@ly falfe. For he fays, that
** jt has not been known, that a Dxﬂ'entmg teacher of any
denommanon whitever, has thought himfelf warraoted undcr
the a& of toleration, to preach in fields or ftreets.” It may
hot, indeed, be known to the author ; but I know, my Lords,
two of the moft eminent among the Dnﬂ'cmmg mihifters, who
have thought themfelves\warranted if not by the a& of to-
lerauon, yet by the laws of the land, to preach out of doors 3
and accordingly, when thé houfe would not contain the peo-
plc, they have preached in.a field or orchard, and near the
common high-way. My Lords, I have been peruﬁng all the
alts of King Charles 11 ‘wherein the word field is mentioned,
and ﬁnd they are intended ¢ to fupprefs feditious conventicles,
for promotmg further, ind more proper, fpeedy remedics
igamﬁ the growing and dangerous pratices of feditious Jefta-
ries, and other d; lifloyal per/om, who, under pretence of tender
confciences, have, or maf;, at their meetings contrive infurrec-
Hions (as late experience hath fiewn)”. Thefe, my Lords;
are the preambles of the a@s. Thefe are the only field-
meetings I can find that are prohibited. And how, my Lords,
tan fuch als be applied to the Methodifts ? Does not fuch
an application imply a charge againft the Methodifts, ad
ﬂlough they were feditious fearies; difloyal perfons; who;
iinder pretence of tender confcnencncs, have, or may tontriva
ihfurre@ions? Has anjy late experience fhewn this? No,
my Lords, and | hope no future experience ever will. How
then can your Lordfhips, with a fafe confcience, encourage
fuch a pamphlet, or befpeak any number of Mr. Owen; in
drder, as may be fuppofed, that they fhould ke difperfed among
your Lordfhips clergy ! Well might the author conceal his,
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mame. A more nototious libel has not been publithed. 1 am
apt to believe, that Mr. Owen the printer is of my mind alfo;
.for he has taken care in the title-page, not to let the world’
know where, or by whom, this pamphlet was printed. It
comes into public like a child dropt, that no body cares. to
own. And, indeed, who can be blamed for difowning fuch’
a libel 2 For how, my Lords, does it appear by thefe acts,

what the author fo confidently afferts, page 4, paragraph 2,
¢¢ that this new fe& of Methodifts have broken through all
thefe provifions and reftraints, neither regarding the penalties’
of the laws, which ftand in full force againft them, nor em-
bracing the prote&tion which the a& of toleration might give
them, in cafe they complied with the conditions of it ?”” How
can he immcdiately add, ¢¢ and if this be not an open défiance
to government, it is hard to fay what is?” May I not more
juftly fay, if this be not an open defamation, and open defiance
of all rules of charity, it is hard to fay whatis? Might he
not as well tax the Methodifts with high treafon ?  Father,’
forgive him | Lorp JEsus, lay not this fin to his charge!

Though the reign, my Lords, of King Charles 11. wherein
the adls before referred to were made, was not the moft mild
and moderate in religious matters, yet your Lordthips very
well know the famous trial of Mede and Penn ; and, after the'
jury had been confined a long time, they brought them in,
guilty only of [peaking in Gracechurch-ftreet. And if Quakers
met with fo much lenity under the. reign.of King Cbarle:,t
what liberty of preaching in fields, -and elfewhere, may not
the loyal minifters and members of the church of England,
nay, proteftant Diflenting teachers alfo, expe&t under the
more gentle and moderate reign of his prefent Majefty King
George, who, as I have been informed, has declared, ¢¢ there
fhall be no perfecution in his days.” May the crown long
flourith on his royal head, and a popith Pretender never be
permitted to fit upen the Englifh throne | To this, I believe,
all the Methodifts will heamly fay, Amen, and Amen.

" That the Methodifls, in general, are members of the Efla-
blifbed Church,_the author of the pamphlet himfelf confeffes,
For, page 4, paragraph 4. after he has, without proof, charged
them with. making open inroads upon the national conftitu-
tion ; he adds, that ¢ théfe teachers and their followers affe&
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to be thougbt members of the national church.,”. And his
following words prove that they not only affed it, but are
members of the Eftablithed Church in reahty for, fays he,
¢ and do accordingly join in communion with it.” And it
appears, paragraph 6. that fome of the Methodifts communi-
cate eyery Lord’s-day. What better proof can they give of
their being members of the Church of England? 1t would be
well'if all her members gave a like proof. But then, fays our
author, page 4, paragraph 4, they do it in a manner that is
¢¢ very irregular, and contrary to the diretions laid down in
the rubrick before the communion, which is eftablifhed by
the a& of uniformity.” (Here-is another correion in this
new edition.) In the copy that I read, it was ¢ contrary to
the direQions laid down in our great rule, the a& of unifor-
mity.” I am glad the author found out his miftake, in put-
ting the a& of unifermity, for the rubrick. I hope the next
edition will come out more corre& flill. This rubrick, fays
he, dire@s as follows : page 4, paragraph 4 : ¢ So many as
intend to be partakers of the holy communion, fhall fignify
their names to the curate, at leaft, fome time the day before.”
And, fgr not doing this, the new fect of Mcthodifts, parag. 5.

Ppage 6. is charged not only with breaking through, but
¢ notorioufly defpifing thefe wholfome rules.” But how un-
juft is fuch a charge? When I read it, it put me in mind of
what the poor perfecuted officers of the children of Jfracl faid
to Pbarach, Exod. v. 15, 16. ¢ Wherefore dealeft thou thus
with thy fervants ! There is no ftraw given unto thy fervants.
They fay unto us, Make brick, and behold thy fervants are
beaten, but the fault is in thy own people.” For, my Lords,
is it not the bufinefs of the clergy to fee this rubrick put in
execution? And is it not the duty of the church-wardens,
according to the 28th canon, quoted by our author, page g,
paragraph 4, * to mark whether any ftrangers come often,
and commonly from other parifhes to their churches, and to
fhew the minifters of them.” But, my Lords, where is this
rubrick or canon obferved, or infifted on by the minifters or
church-wardens through England, Ireland, Wales, or his Ma-
jefty’s town of Berwick upon Tweed, except now amd then,
when they entertain a grudge againft fome particular Me-
thodifts 2 Thefe, my Lords, would rejoice to fee, that mi-
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mﬁers and chu'ch wardens would do their duty m t!ns pam-
cular For many of them have been fo oé’ended by the clergy 5
promlfcuOuﬂy and care}eﬂy admitting all fart: of peaple to the
communion, that if it had not been for me, they would have
Jeft the church only upon this account.  We would therefore
humbly recommend it to your Lordhips, that you, and tf:e
reﬂ of the Bughg Reyerend the Bx[hops, woul infift upo:;
curatcs and church-wardens Pumng this, and all other {uch
Wholelome laws and rubricks into exe;uuon That whnch is
holy would not then’ be given unto dogs, niog fo. many o?ea
and notonous evil-livers take the facred fymbo]s of o
Lorp’s moft blefled body and blood into their unhallowe
hands and mouths. The ‘Methodifts with your Lordfhups
profperity in this much withed- for, though long negle&cd
part ¢ of reformation, in the name of the Lorp. ~
At the fame time, my Lords, T would not fay any tblng
that might any way encourage diforders ; neither would I per-
fuade the Methodifts to leave their own parifh-churches when
thc facrament is adminiftered there, On the contrary,‘l woul
have them take the author’s advice, page 6, paragraPh 6, «If
pamcular perfon are dnfpofcd to recech weekly, whed the faq
‘¢rament is not adminiftered at their own panfh-church to re-
pair pnvately to the church neareft their own, where the fa-
crament is adminiftered every Lord’s- -day, having firft f gmﬁe} »
‘their names to the minifter, as the rubnck dire@s.” This,
behcve, they will -readily ‘Comply with. For I cannot thmk
‘with ‘this author (in the fame paragrapb), that the reafon of
their coming in fuch numbcrs is, that they may have the
¢ vain pleafure of appearing ‘together in a body, and as a
diftinét fect.” We would rather, according .to the rules of
~that chanty which hqpeth all thlngs for ‘the belt, believe that
'they come together in fuch companies to animate and encoi-
rage one another, ‘Dr. Horneck, 1 remcmber, in his account
*of the primitive chnfhans, remarks, that * where. you I’aw
orie chnihan, you might generally fee more.” And is Tt not
" delightful, my Lords, to behold a communhion tzble crouded 2
Do not fuch as complam of it, difcover fomething of the fpiric
<f_thofe Pbarx_/iw, Who were angry when fo many people
brought thieir fick to'be healed by our Lorp Jesus on the
fabbath day ? F or I canmot tbmk dut the minifters complah}
O
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of this, only on acconnt of their being hereby ® put under the

difficulty (paragraph §, page 6.) either of rejecting great
prumbers as unknown to them, or adminiftering the facrament
1o great numbers, of whom they have no knowledge,” becaufe:
it is too notorious that hundreds receive the blefled facra-
* ment, both in Londn and other places, where there are no
Methodifts, whom the minifter knows little or nothing at all
about, and takes no pains to enquire after. O that the Au~
thor’s mentioning this, may be 2 means of flirring up the
clergy to approve themfelves good fbepherds, by feeking, as
thuch as in them lies, to know the ftate of all that come to
the boly communion ! Glad am I, my Lords, to find that
the author, in this edition, hath left out the complaint which
was in the copy I firft read, of fuch crowds coming to receive
the facrament, ¢-becaufe the mvinifters who are afterncon-
le&urers, were thereby put ander the hardthip of not having
. fime for necellary reR and refrefhment, between moming and
evening duties.  For might not bur Lorp fay unto thcm,
# You fothfal fervants, cannot you labour for me one day in
#week? Cannot you lofe one meal to feed my lambs, with<
out complaining of it as an hardfhip ?” Surdy none can make
fech 2 complaint, but fuch ¢ whofe god is their belly, whofe
glory is their fhame, who mind earthfy things.” But I need
not meation this, becaule the Author lmnfelf feems athamed
of it

- And indeed this, -as well-as t!:eodner obgeéhom againtt the
Methodifts, are fo trivial, and the als referred to as difcoune
tenancing their field-préaching, fo impertinent, that the Au-
thos, without the Jeaft degree of a prophetic {fpirit, tmght
eafily forefee, paragraph 8, page-8, ¢that this, and every
ether fuch complaint againf the Meﬂxo&iﬁs would be cen-
fured not only by them, {but by every impartial pcffoﬁ) asa
difcouragenrent to piety and devotion; and particularly a re-
Kgious obfervation of thie Lord's-day.” Nay, my Lords, he
fight have forefeen that it would be cenfured as a wicked,
fatfe, and {ll-defigning libel, &or i it not wicked, to repree
fent ionocent and loyal perfons as epen defiers of government,
page 4, paragraph 2, and making open inroads upon the national
cnffithsion, (paragraph 4.) without’ bnngmg any el proofx
Qf cuher ?

14 Im




[. a 36 ]..

--Y am not, my Lords, of the Authoes’s opinion, paragraph 8,
page 8, “¢ that this flander (of his being a libeller) i3 effec-
tually confuted, by looking back to the ftate of the feveral
religious focieties in London and Wefiminfler for many years
paft.” This will only ferve to.increafe every unprejudiced
perfon’s cenfure of this performance, and more effeCually,
without the leaft degree of flander, prove it a notorious libel. For
wherein do the Methodift focicties tranfgrefs the laws of church
ar ftate, any more than the focicties in London and Wefiminfler ?
#¢ Da the particular members of cach fociety (paragraph 8.
page 8.) atiend the public duties of the day, together with
their neighbours,-as the laws of church and ftate dire&?”
Do not the members .of the Methodift focieties the fame ?
¢¢ Havg the members of the religious focieties in London and
W ¢fiminfler (as the Author mentions in the fame paragraph)
alfo (by private agreements among themfelves) their evening
meetings, to. emplo.y the remainder of the day in ferious con-
verfation, and in Jeadlng good books, &c.” Have not the
mcmbers of the Methoditt focieties liberty to enter into a like
private agreement among themfelves ! ¢ Have the members
of the Landon focieties bechaved with modefty and decency,
withqut any. violation of public order and regularity 1 So
bave ours, my Lords, as all muft confefs who have been pre+
fent when our focjetics met,

And therefore, my Lords, if thefe London focicties, as our.
Author fays, paragraph 8, page 8. have received mo difcou-
tagements, but; on.the contrary, have been countenanced and
encoufaged by the bd,l;gm apd clergy ;. why do not the Me-
thodifts_meet with, the fame .treatment ? Arg they not ay
loyal fubje@s? 1f-the one.read a prayer, may not the othec
pray extempore 2. Does any law of Gob or man forkid it?  If
the one meet in a vefry, ar private houfe, may not the other
meet in & Foundery or Tabernacle ?  Are not your Lordfhips,
therefore, reduced to this dilemma, either to encourage both

pr-neither 2 or-at leaft give the world better reafons than the
Aughor of this pampblet has, why your Lordfhips fhould
countenance angd encourage the one,, and fo ftrenuoufly dif-
;ountenance and difcourage the other.

- For my own part, my Lords, I know of no reafon why,
;hc, are difcountenanced, except this, ¢ The Methodift fo-
pon s cictics
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gicties {as they are called) are more for the power of godli-
nefls than thofe other focieties of Londom and ¥¢fiminfler.” 1
aflure your Lordfhips, I have not been altogether a ftranger
to thefe focicties. I ufed to meet with fome of them fre-
quently, and have more than once preached thelr quarterly
fermon at Bow-church. Some, who before had only the form
of godlinefs, our Saviour was fince pleafed to call effe@ually
by his grace. But when they began to talk feelingly and ex-
perimentally of the new-birth, free juftification, and the in-
dwelling of the Spirit of Gop in believere hearts, they were
foon looked upon as righteous over-much, and accordingly
were caft out by their felf-righteous brethren. Thefe -were
the, late extravagances, my Lords, into -which the Author
(juft.at the conclufion of his firft part) fays, that fome have
been unhappily mifled ; and this, my Lords, was the firft rife
of the focieties which the Methodilts now frequent. O thag
be and all who oppofe them, had been mifled into the like
extravagances ! I mean a real experience of the new-birth,
and the righteoufnefs of Jesus CHRIST imputed and applied
to their fouls by faith, through the operation of the eternal
Spirit | For without this they cannot enter into the kingdom
of heaven. Thefe things, my Lords, the firt members of
the religious focicties in London and Wefiminfler were no
firangers to.  Nay, their being mifled into what the Author
calls the Methodifts late extravagancies, was the rife of their
focicties, as well as ours; and they met for the very fame
ends, and I believe in the very fame fpirit as the Methodifts
now do. For a proof of this, I would refer the Author to
Dr. Weodward’s account of the rife and progrefs of the reli-
gious focieties in the city of London, &c. My Lords, I have
been reading over this fecond chapter, and in reading it, could
fcarce refrain weeping, when I confidered how blind the au-
ther of this pamphlet muft be, nat to difcern, that the firft
religious focieties anfwered, as to their fpirit, experience, and
ends of meetmg, to the Methodift focicties, as face anfwers
to face in the water. Let him not, therefore, mention the
predeceflors of the prefent London focicties (the laft words of
the firft part) as though that would ftrengthen his caufe. In-
deed, my Lords, it weakens it much. For, was it poﬁible for
thefe predeceffors to rife from the dead, and examine our
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principles and practices, and thofe of the prefent religious fos
cicties of London and Wefiminfler, 1 believe they would utterly
difown them, and turn Methodifts too.

And why, my Lords, fhould the Author be fo averfe to
Jeld-preaching P Has not our Saviour given a fan&ion to thi¢
way of preaching? Was not the beft fermon that was ever

. preached, delivered on a3 mount ! Did not bur glorious Em-
manuel (after he was thruft out of the fynagogues) preach
from a fhip, in a wildernefs, &c. ! Did not the Apottles, af-
ter his afcenfion, preach'in fchools, plblic markets, and fuch like
places_ of refort and concourfe? And can we copy after
better examples? I it be faid, ¢ that the world was then
Beathen,” I anfwer, and am perfuaded your Lordthips will
sgree with me in this, that there are thoufands and ten thou-
fands in his Majefty’s dominions, as ignorant of true and un«
defiled religion, as ever the heathens were? And are not
perfons who dare venture out, and fhew fuch poer fouls the
way to heaven, real friends hoth to church and ftate? And
why then, my Lords, fhould the civil power be applied to in
order to quell and fupprefs them? Or a pamphlet encon-
saged by feveral of the Right Reverend the Bifbsps; which is
manifeftly calculated for that purpofe? . I would humbly afk
your Lordthips, whether it woald not be more becoming
your Lordthips charalters, ta put yous clergy on preaching
+painft revelling, cock-fighting, and fuch like, than to-move
the government againft thofe, wha out of lovée to Gop and
precious fouls, put their lives in their hand, and preach untg
fuch revellers, repentance towards Gob, and faith ‘towards
vur Lorp Jesus? What if the Methodifts, ¢ by public-ad-

, Vertifements do invite the rabble ?” (as our Author it pleafed

to write, page 4, paragraph 2.) Is not the fame done by
other clergy, and even by your Lordfhips, when you preach
charity fermons? But, my Lords, what does the Author
mean by“the rabble ? 1 fuppofe, the common people. IF fo,
$efe a-c they who always heard the bléfled Jesys gladly, It
was chiefly the poor, my Lords, the oy acs, the turba, the
mob, the multitude, thefe people, who, the fcribes and pha-
rifees faid, knew not the law, and were accurfed ; thefe were
they that were evangelized, had the gofpel preached unto
them, and received the Spirit of Gop’s dear Sop. Not many
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p:figlzfy!‘hot"l‘n'any héb}e are i:h'}led, fays the Apoftle, hdost?’
rapiunit 'té]uin, dumi nos cum docTrina defeendimus in Gebennam,
fays one of the fa;heyé. And therefore, my Lords, {uppofing
Wwe db advertife’the abble, and none but fuch make up our
. xidj'(é'rié's, (w;ﬁiéh_‘ié quite falfe) if this be the Methodifts

{ ax’n‘e" they may glory init. For thefe rabble, my Lords,
have precious and immortal fouls, for which the dear Re-
a‘é’e‘nic;_ thed his precious bleod, as well as the great and rich,
‘ﬁ\ef;,’ ‘my Lords, are the publicans and” harlots that enter
}nto the kingdom of hcaven, whilft felf-righteous formal pro-
fﬂ-.o’ts rejectic. To fh;w fuch poor finners the way to Gop,’
to préach to them the power. of CHRIST's refurrection, and ta
PTuc'kﬂxem as fn'_ge\irlzlqc‘is out of the burning‘, the Metho’dHt
preachers go out into Itﬁcsbighways and hcdgés. If this is tq
q’t vile, by the help of my ;Gog.,,'l ﬂla’il be inore vile ; nei-
ther court I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I may finith my
courle with joy, and *gg:' made inflrumental in turning any of
this rabble to righteoulnels. And more. efpecially do I think
it my dufy to invite, and preach to this rabble in all places,
where providence fhall fend e, at this feafon ;" that I may
warn them againft the dreadful effe@s of popifh principles,
amd exhort them fo éxert their utmoft endeavours to keep out
a popifh Pretender from ever fitting upon the Engli/b throne,

In ading thus, I humbly apprehend, I can do moft fervice °

to the caufe of the bleffed JEsus, to his prefent Majefty King
Q:ar\gg,' to my fellow-fubjects, ‘and the government under
which I live. And however fuch kind of preachers may be
every where fpoken againft now, yet I doubt not but at the

reat decifive day, they will be received with an Euge bene,
and thine as ftars in the firmament for ever and ever : whilft
thofe, who have only *¢ divined for hire, have fed themfelves,
and not the flock, and lorded it over Gop’s heritage,” per-
haps, may pay dear for their preferment, and rife to everlaft-
ing contempt. Pardon me, my Lords, for exprefing myfelf
" Bere with fome degree of warmth. [ muft own it gives me
concern, to fee fome of the clergy ftrain at a gnat and fwal-
Jow a camel, and attempt to pull the mote out of vur eyes,

before they have pulled the beam out of their own. 1Is it not

ridiculous, my Lords, even in the eyes of wordly men, and

does it not render the Auther of this pamphlet, juftly liable to
: ' contempt,
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confempt, to charge the Methodifts with breaking canons
and rubricks, which is really not their faults ; when at the
fame time he knows, that the generality of the clergy fo
notonouﬂy break both canons and rubricks, and that too
in the moft important articles, fuch as not CATECHISING,
PLURALITIES, NON-RESIDENCE, &c. every day themfelves ?
With what face can he do it ? Is not this like Nero’s fetting
Rome on fire, and then charging it upon the chriftians? May
not ¢¢ phyﬁcun heal thyfelf,” be immediately retorted on
him ?

But I have done. T would not bring a railing accufation
againft any. Neither would I, my Lords, when giving a
reafon of the hope thiat is in me, do it any other way than with
mecknefs and féar, 1 would therefore now proceed to an-
fwer the other ‘parts of the pamphlet ; but I fhall referve that
for another ‘letter, which, Gob willing, fhall be publithed
in a thort time. 'In the mean while, I humbly recommend
this to the divine, blefling, and to your Lordthips'confidera-
tions, and beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, my Lords,

Your Lordthips moft obedient fon and fervant,

! GEORGE WHITEFIELD,

AN
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TO
The SEcoNDp PART of an ANONYMOUS
PaMPHLET, entitled, ¢ Obfervations upon
¢¢ the Condu@ and Behaviour of a certain

« Se®, ufually diftinguithed by the Name of
“ METHOBISTS:”

IN A

SECOND LETTER

TO

The RicaT REevereEND the BISHOP of
L ONDON, and the other the Right Reverend
the Bisuors concerned in the Publication
thereof.

My beart’s defire and prayer to Gob for Ifvael is, that they might be faved.
For I bear them record, that they bave a zeal for Gob, but not accord-
ing to knoawledge. For they being ignorant of Gop's righteoufnefs, and
going about to eflablifb their owwn righteoufnefs, bave not fubmitted theme
Jelves unto the righteoufuefi of Gobn. Rom, x. 1, 1, 3.
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A
SECOND LETTER

Right Rev. the Bithop of Lonpon, &,

On board the Willmington, Capt. Darling, bound from Plymouth
#0 Pifcataqua in New-England, Augaft 25, 1744+

My Lords,

Troubled your Lordfhips with a letter fome time ago. 1
now proceed, according to my promife, to anfwer the re-
mainder of the anonymous pamphlet entitled, Obfervations wpon
2be Condué? and Bebaviour of a ¢ersain 8ec? ufually diftinguifbed
&y the Nawme of Methedifis. The author opens the fecond part
with this preface : ¢ Befides the many Irregularities which
are juftly charged upon thefe itinerant preachers as violations
of the laws of church and ftate; it may be proper to enquire,
‘whether the dofrines they teach, or thofe lengths they rum,

‘beyond what is praifed among our religious focieties, or in

any other chriftian church, be a fervice or differvice to rzlxgiv
gion? to which purpofe, the following Queries are fubmitted
20 confideration.” + It is here takem for granted, that the
{Methodifts (termed by our author, either out of contempt,
nr by way of periphrafis, ghefe itinerant preachers) are jully
charged with many Irregularities, which amount to violations
«f the laws of chusch and ftate. But how has the suthar
groved, what he hese takes for granted ? I humbly apprehend
aot at all. For has it not appeared in my anfwer to the
&rt part of his obfervations, that neither the a& of tolera-

gion, nor that of Charles 1Id, any way affels the Metho—

Wifis, as being loyal fubje@s to his majefty King Gerage, and
and members of the Church of England? How then have
they been juftly charged with violations of the laws of " the

. ftate.? And bas it not been equally made to appear, that the
& irregularity



[ 144 ]

“irregularity the author fays the Methodifts have been guilty
of, in coming to other parith churches to receive the facra-
ment, is owing to the negligeace of your Lordfhip’s clergy
and church-wardens ? How then have they been juftly charged
with violations of the laws of the church? But may we' not
fuppofe by his fpeaking fo contemptuoully of thefe itinerant
preachers, that itinerant preaching itfelf, is one of the ma
irregularities and violations of the laws of the church at leaft,
i€ not of the flate, which according to this author are juftly
charged upon thefe itinerant preachers? His eighth query,
page 11th (which for method fake I would here beg leave to
make fome remarks upon) befpeaks as much. For he herein
fubmits it to the confideration of the publick, ¢ Whether,
in a chriftian nation, where the inftru@ion and edification of
the people is provided for, by placing minifters in certain di-
Siricls, to whom the caré of the fouls within thofe diftridls
is regularly committed ; it can be for the fervice of religion,
that itinerant preachers run up and down from place to place,
and from county to county, drawing after them confufed mul-
titudes of people# an evil which our church has wifely pro-
vided-againft, fays our author, in the ordination of a prieft,
by exprefly limiting the exercife of powers conferred upon him,
of preaching the word of Gop, and adminiftring the holy
facraments, to the congregation where he fhall be Jawfully ap-
pointed thereunto.” Here indeed is a heinous irregularity
charged upon thefe itinerant preachers, even a violation of
the commiffion given them when they were ordained priefts ;
but with what juftice, I would refer to your Lordthips confi- -
deration. For if the commiffion given us, when ordained
priefts, abfolutely prohibits us to preach dny where but to the
congregation where we fhall be lawfully appointed therunto,
will it not prove too much ! and has not the author, in endea-
vouring to reproach us, unwarily reproached your Lordfhips
alfo? for are not your Lordfhips then equally irregular,
equally violators of the laws of the church, whenever you
preach (though it be never fo fcldom) out of your Lordfhips
refpeQive diocefies ! And does not this commiflion, thus ftriGly
taken, ablolutely forbid any prefbyters whatfoever preaching
any where befides in their own particular congregations?
and if fo, are not all minifters that exchange pulpits equally

6. . irregular,

<
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jrregular, at leaft as teally violators of their ordination commif-
fion, as thefe itinerant preachers ?

Our author in the following paragraph under the foremen-
tioned query tells us; ¢ That the bifhops.indeed and alfo our
two univerfities have power to grant licenfes to preach, of a
larger extent, to fuch clergymen as they judge proper; who,
in virtue thereof may, if they chufe, travel from place to
place as itinerants. But then the church has provided in that
cale (Gan. §0), that neither the minifter, church-wardens,
nor any other officers of the church fhall fuffer any man to
preach within the churches and chapels, but {uch as by thow-
ing their licence to preach, fhall appear unto them to be fuf~
ficiently authorized thereunto.” What théfe licences for iti-
nerant preaching are to which the author here refers, is not
certain. Does he not feem to mean the commen licences
which yeur Lordfhips give the clergy, when they take upon
‘them holy orders? Are not thefe the licences which the
church-wardens examine ? And what is the end of thefe li-
cepces ! Was it ever heard before that they were to qualify
perfons to be itinerant preachers ? Is not the plain end of them,
to fatisfy the church-wardens that the perfons who offer their
fervice have had a regular ordination, and are fufficiently au-
thorifed to preach ? And does not the author know that thefe
licences now are little regarded ? Do not our letters of orders
anfwer the fame end to all intents and purpofe? Were they -
not judged fufficient at our firft fetting out into the miniftry ?
And after all, what is it that the minifters and church-wardens
can do to perfons that have not thefe licences? Why they are
not to fuffer them to preach within theit churches and chapels ?
but have they any power, my Lords, to hinder them from
preaching without their churches or chapels? No, blefled be
Gob, their power is limited within : bitherto can they go,
and no further. And therefore fuppofing thefe itinerant
preachers, though they have no licenfes, do not preach within
any chugches or chapels, unlefs with the minifters or church-
wardens confent, how arc they juftly charged with violating a
law of the church, though they fhould preach without doors
to as great multitudes as (hall be inclined tg hear them ?

He proceeds in the 3d paragraph under this 8th query to
write thus : ¢ The pra&ice of licenfing itinerant preachers

Vor. IV, K was

35
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was occaﬁoned by the low talents of many incumbents in the
more carly days of the reformation, whofe abilities carricd
them no farther than to the rcading of homilies; a defe€t
which has long been remediced by a liberal education of fuffi-
cient numbers of perfons for the miniftry, who regularly per-
form the office of preaching, as well as other duties, in the
parithes committed to their care. And if the forementioned
defe&t did ftill continue, as Gop be thanked it does not,
it would be ill fupplied by our modern itinerants, who make
it their principal employ, wherever they go, to inftil into
the people a few favourite tencts of their own ; and this, with.
fuch diligence and zeal as if the whole of chriftianity depended .
upon them, and all efforts towards the true chriftian life,
without a belief of thofe tenets, were vain and ineffe@ual.” .
"But, my Lords, what can this author mean by writing thus 7
for fuppofing the practice of itinerant preaching was primarily,
occafioned by the low talents of many incumbents in the more
early days of the reformation, does it therefore follow, that
therc can be no other juft caufe.afiigned for itinerant preach-
ing now ? What if the generality of the prefent incumbents
depart from the good old do&rines that were preached in the
more early days of the reformation, and notwithftanding their
fiberal education, make no other ufe of their learning but to
explain away the articles and homilies, which they have fub-
fcribed in the grammatical and literal fenfe ? Is it not necef-
fary, in order to keep up the doctrines, and thereby the real
dignity of the church, that either the clergy thus degenerated,
thould be obliged to read the homilies as formerly, and to’
preach confiftently therewith ; or that thofe who do hold the
do&rines of the reformation, fhould go about from place to
place, and from county to county, nay from pole to pole, if
their fphere of altion extended fo far, to diret poor fouls that
are every-where ready to perifh for lack of knowledge, into
the right way whith lcadeth unto life ? That this is the cafe be-.
tween the eftablithed clergy and thefe itinerant preachers, will
appear prefently ; and how then can this author charge them
with making it their principal employ, wherever they go, to
inftil into the people a few favourite tenets of their own? Has
the author followed them wherever they have preached, that
he afferts this fo confidently concerning them ? [s it not to be
withed
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wiftied that fie had at leaft taken care to have Been better it
formed ? for then he would have faved himfelf from the guilé
of a notorious flandet. I it not evident to all who hear themg
that the favourite tenets which the itineranit préachers make
it their principal emiploy to inftil into people’s thinds wherever
they go, are the great dofirints of the reformation, homilies and
articles of the church ? fuch s ¢ Man’s bringing into the
world with him a corruption whichi render$ him liable td
Gonp’s wrath and eternal damnation ¢ That the ¢ondition of
man after the fall of Adam; is fuch that he cannot turn and
prepare himfelf, by his own natutal ftrength ahd good works,
to faith and calling upon Gob: Thit we are accounted
righteous before Gob, only for the merit of our Lorp and
Saviour Jesus CHRIsT by faith, and not for cur own works
or defervings : That they are to be accurfed, who prefume
to fay, that every man fhall be faved by the law or fe& whick
ke profefleth; fo that e be diligent to frame his life accord-
ing to that law, and the light of nature.” Thefe; diy Lords,
are fome of the favourite tenets of thefe itinerant pteachers,
Their others are like unto them. Can thefe, my Lords, be
properly called their own? Or 6ught it not to be the princis
pal employ of every true minifter, wherever he gots, to inftil
fuch tenets, and that too with the utmoft diligence and 2ealy
into the people’s minds ? Does not a great part of chriftianity
depend on them ? And are not all pretenfions to a true chrif~
tian life, without a belief of thele tenets, vdin and ineffeétaal ?
May not thefe itinerant preachers therefore complain unto -
your Lordfhips of this anonymeus author, as Mepbibofbeth
complained to David of treacherous Ziba # Doubtlefs he hathi
flindered them. And wherefore does he fpeak fo ¢ontemp-
twoufly of itinerant preachers ? Is it not an amiable and ho-
nourable charaller ? And may I not take the freedoni of ac-
quainting-your Lordfhips, that if all the Right Reverend the
Bithops did their duty, (efpecially my Lord of London, whofé
diocefs is of fuch a vaft extent) they would all of them long
fince have commenced itinerant preactters too ? .

But to return to an examination of the othet part of the
author’s preface. After he has taken it for granted, that
many itregularities are juffly charged upon. thefe itinerant
preachers; as ¢¢ Violations of the laws of church and ftate,”

K2 he
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he adds, ¢ It may be proper to enquire, whether the do@rines
they teach, and thofe lengths they run beyond what is prac-
tifed among our religious focieties, or in any other chriftian
church be a fervice or differvice to religion.” The religin-
ous focieties or any other chriftian church ! What, does our
author make the religious focieties a church? This is going
further than the Methodifts, whom he is pleafed to ftile
“only a fe&t. But if the religious focieties, my Lords, be
a church, may it not be proper to enquire how their
do&rines or praltices came to be fet up as a rule and ftan-
dard for others to go by, fo that perfons dojng fervice or
differvice to religion muft be judged of according as thcy de-
viate from or adhere to the religious focieties either in doc-
trine or pralice ? Or fuppofing the religious focieties were to
be a ftandard for others to go by, was it not incumbent on the
aythor to give the public a fhort fammary and account of their
doétrines and pralices? For otherwifc how cam the world
poflibly judge whether the Methodifts do deviate frem them ;
or if fo, whether they do thereby fervice or differvice to reli-
gion ? Indeed, this author has told us in his firft part, how the
seligious focicties behaye on Sundays ; but he has no- where
acquainted us with the principles they hold, or how they be-
have on other days. And till he does, I will venture to affirm,
" that unlefs thefe itinerants teach other do&rines than the pre-
fent religious focicties generally hold, and run greater lengths
in chriftianity than the gencrality of them, it is to be feared,
now rua, they will be in_ great danger of never arriving at
< the mark for the prize of their bxgh-callmg in CHRisT
J=sus their Lorp.”

I have been the more particular, my Lord, in the exami-
nation of the preface, becaufe the author, by annexing thefe
words, ¢ to which purpofe the following queries .are fub-.
mitted to confideration,” feems to lay it down as the ground-:
work and foundation of all the fubfequent queries. And if
the foundation be fo weak and fandy, how flight and fnpet-
ficial muft be the fuperftruGture ?

I fuppofe your Lordfhips will readily grant, that it is ﬂlc
bounden duty of every regular and fair writer (efpecially when
he is charging others with irregularities as violations of the
1aws of church and ftate) to take care that he does not violate
she laws of chriftian charity. .Or if he puts querics to the

public
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public concerning any perfons, ought he not to take heed
that thofe queries are founded upon truth, and that the charges
therein exhibited are really matter of fat ? But our author
has notorioufly negle@ed this fundamental rule, and thereby
not only caft a lafting blot and odium upon his own charadter,
i his name was known, but alfo hath done refl hurt to the
caufe he would defend. The query already examined con-
ecrning itinerant preaching, wherein he has charged the Me-
thodifts with inftilling into people a few favourite tenets of
their own, fufficiently demonftrates this. But this is not all
feveral of the other queries now coming under conﬁdcranon
are by no means founded on truth, and contain charges againft
thefe itinerants, whereby they are as much wronged and un-
juftly vilified as ever Stephen was, when the Fews fuborned
men who faid,  We have heard him fpeak blafphemous
words againft Mofes and againft Gob, this holy place and the
}aw ”

To prove this, we need only examine the two queries whlch
immediately follow the preface.

Duery 18. « Whether notions in religion may not be -
heightened to fuch extremes, as to lead fome into a difregard
of religion itfelf through defpair of attaining fuch exalted
Beights ? and whether others, who have imbibed thofe notions,
may not be led by them into a difregard and difefteem of the
common duties and offices of life, to fuch a degree at leaft as
is inconfiftent with that attention to them, and that diligence
in them, which providence hts made néceflary to the well-
being of private families and public focieties, and which
chriftianity does not only require in all ftations and in alf
conditions, but declares at the fame time (Col. ifi. 22. Epbe/.
§. 6.) that the pesformance even of the loweft offices in life,
as unto Gop (whofe providence has placed people in their
fevetal ftations) is truly ferving CHRIST, and will not fail of
its reward in the next world.”

Quer§ 2. ¢ Whether the enemy of mankind may not
find his account in their carrying chriftianity, which was de-
ﬁgned for a rule to all ftations and all conditions, to fuch
beights as'make it fairly practicable by a very few in compa-~
rifon, or rather by none #”’

His sth and 6th queries, page the 1oth, are like unto them.
¥hey run thus, ¢ Whether thofe exalted ftrains in religion,

K 3 and
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" and an imagination of being already in a fate of perfection, are
not apt to lead men to fpiritual pride, and to a contempt of
their fellow-chriftians; while they confider them as only going
on in what they account the low and imperfe& way, (i. ¢. as
growing in grace and goodnefs enly by degrees) ? And again,
¢ whether the fame exalted ftrains and notions do not tend to
weaken the natural and ciyil relatiops among men, by leading
ghe inferiors, into whofe heads thofe notions are infufed, to
a difefteem of their I'upcrnors, while they confider them as
in a much jower difpenfation than themfelves; though thofe
fuperiors are otherwife fober and good men, and regular at-
tendants on the ordinances of religion {” :

" Here again it is fuppofcd, that thefe jtinerant preachers either
jmagine themfelves to be in 3 ftate of perfeion, or at leaft
teach othcrs to 1magme that they are; and that the confe-
guence of this, is a weakning the natural and civil relations
among men, by leading them to a difefteem of their fellow-
qhnﬁ:ans, 3nd fuperiors, who are fuppofed to be in a lower
dlfpenfatton than themfelves.

Heayy charges, my Lords, thefe are indeed | Bat what evi-
dence does our author produce to prove them ? Why really
none at all, F or here is no quotation at the bottom of either
of thefe queries from any of their writings ; fo that we cannot
tell whether they are levelled aga;nﬁ thefe itiperant preachers
m general or apy one of them i in particular. And therefore
the Erebendary of St.. Paul’s, who has been pleafed to reply
to my firft Jetter, in vindication of this author, lras done
wrong in affirming, * That under each query there is fome
quotanon cither from my Joumals or other writings, whereon
1t is founded,” But there is no fuch thmg under thefe four,
wherein fuch heavy charges are included. And therefore may
1 not argye, as the author does upon another occafion in his
firft part, page $th, that *till fome proof does appearythe
prefumptlon muft be that he has none ?

In the mean while, I dare cballenge this author, and the
whole world, to produce any paflage out of my writings,
ylherem I have taught any other chnﬁ;amty, than what,
through the aids of the Blefled Spirit, is praGicable by all per-
fons in all conditions ; or that I ever preached otherwife than
“ ’1 hat the performance even of the lowe& oﬁces of life as

7 | unty
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uato Gop, whofe providence has placed people in their feveral
" Bations, is truly a ferving of CHRIsT, and will not fail of its
reward (though not of debt, yet of grace) in the next world.”
Neither did 1 ever imagine that I had attained, or was already
perfelt, or taught perfons to ithagine that they were fo: no,
I expe to carry a body of fin and death about with me as
long as I live, and confefs from my inmoft foul, that I am
the chief of finners, and lefs than the leaft of all faints: Iam
fo far from thinking that an imagination that we are already
in 2 ftate of perfeQion, is only apt to lead men into fpiritual
pride, that I condemn it as the very quinteffence and higheft
degree of it. - And the more we are conformed to -the divine
image, the more exa& I believe we fhall be in keeping up our
natural and civil relations among men, in giving all honour
to whom honour is due, and in lowlinefs of mind efteeming
each other better.than ourfelves. And if fo, my Lords, may
not the author, for thus charging thefe itinerants in general
without diftin&ion, be juftly filed a lbeller 7 And how will
he undertake to prow, that any one of thefe itinerant preach~
ers in particular, carries chriftianity to any greater heighth
than he himfelf does, query 13th, page 16, where in fpeak-
ing of the Holy Spirit, he has thefe words, * Whofe pecu-
liar office it is, to feafon the heart with humility, and to
root out of it the feeds (what is that but the very inbeing?)
of pride and vain-glory.”

Is he not very irregular in writing thus at random; nay,
does he not hereby himfelf openly yiolate the laws both of
church and flate?

It is true, our author would appear an advocate for both ;
but does not his third guery, page gth, plainly prove him a real
friend to neither; efpecially the latter? He there afks, ¢ whe-
ther in particular, the carrying the do&rine of juftification by
faith alone to fuch a heighth, as not ¢to allow, that a careful
fincere obfervance of moral duties is fo much as a condition of
our acceptance with Gop, and of our being juftified in his
fight ; whether this I fay, does not naturally lead people to a
difregard of thofe duties, and a low efteem of them; or rather
to think them no part of the chriftian religion ? ** It is plain
from hence, that one of thefe extremes to which thefe itine-
gants exalt chritianity, and whereby it’s queried, whether they
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do- fervice -or differvice to religion, < is their cartying ther
doétrine of juftification by faith alone to fuch a height, as not
to allow that a careful and fincere obfervance of moral duties
is fo much as a condition of our acceptance with Gop, and.
of our being juftified in his fight.” Our author it feems is for
~another way of falvation, guery 5th, page 10th, viz, ** for men’s
gradually working out their own falvation, by their own ho-
neft endeavours, and through the ordinary affitances of Gop’s
grace; with a humble reliance upon the merits of CHR1sT for
the pardon of their fins and the acceptance of their fincere,
though imperfe& fervices.” This is our common divinity.
‘Fhis is what my Lord of Lendeg in his laft paforal lettey
againft luke-warmnefs and enthufiafm, exhorted his clergy to
preach. But how contrary is all this to the articles and ho-
milies of our church? For what fays the 11¢h articke? < We
avo accounted righteous before Gop, only for the merit of our
Lord and Saviour JEsus CHrIsT by faith, and. not for aquz
own works or defervings. Wherefore that we are juftified
~“by faith only is 2 moft wholfome do&ris=, and very full of
eomfort, as more largely is exprefled in the homxly of Juﬁnﬁ-
cation.’
“And if both the article and homily of the Church of Eng-
land exprefly declare, that we are juftified before (or in thée
~ fight of) Gop, by faith, and faith only, how can ¢ a cares
" ful and fincere obfervance of moral duties be a condition,
my Lords, of our acceptance with Gop, and of our being
juftified in his fight 2’ And if the do@rine of being juftified
by faith only be a wholfome do&rine, and very full of com-
fort, how can this author in the latter part of this query now,
before us, enquire, ¢ whether preaching this doétrine does
not naturally lead people to a difregard of moral duties, and 2
low efteem of them ; or rather to think them no part of the
chrittian religion #”” Does he confider, that in writing thus, he
directly fymbolizes with the infidel, Rom. vi. 1. who is introdu-
ced after the apoftle had been infifting at Jarge on this do&rine
of juftification by faith only, as fpeaking like our author,
¢ Shall we fin then that grace may abound ¢” The apoftle
immediately rejells the motion with a me genorto ; and o reply
thefe itinerants, my Lords, * Gob forbid.” For what fays
the y2th, article of our Church? ¢¢ Albeit that gosd works,
which
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which are the fruits of faith, and fellow afeer juftification,
cannot put away fins, and endure the feverity of Gop’s judg-
ment ; yet are they pleaﬁng and acceptable to Gop in
CHrisT, and do fpring out neceflarily of a true and lively
faith, infomuch tbhat by them a lively faith, may be as evi-
dently known, as a tree difcerned by the fruit 2 And do we
then by preaching the do&rine of Juﬂlﬁcatnon by faith only,
paturally lead people to a difregard of moral duties and a low
efteem of them, much lefs to think them no pars of the
¢hriftian religion ! Do we not rather eftablith them, by laying
a foundation whereon true moral duties can only be built, fo
as to be acceptable in the fight of Gop? for what fays our
x3th article # *“ Works done before the grace of CurisT,
and the infpiration of his Spirit, are not plealant to Gob, for
as much as they fpring not of faith in JEsus CHrisT, meis
ther do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as the fchoel
authors fay) deferve grace of congruity ; yea rather, for that
they are not done as Gop bath willed and commanded them
2o be done, we doubs not but.they have the nature of fin.” -

To this query our authar annexes the following obferva-
gion. ¢ The words of the pious and judicious Mr. Chilling-
wortbh are very material to this purpofe : For my part, fays he,
I do heartily with-that by public authority it wete. fo-ordered,
that no man thould ever preach or print this doQrine, that
faith alone juftifies, unlefs he joins this together with it, that
univerfal obedience is neceffary to falvation.” What piety
and judgment Mr. Chillingwerth might be remarkable for, L
know not ; but if by ¢ univerfal obedience being neceffary to
falvation,” he means what our author does (or otherwife this
quotation is nothing to the purpofe) ju{hﬁcatlon in the fight
of Gop, then Mr. Chillingworth’s writing after this manner
is a fpecimen neither of his picty or judgment ; becaufe the
quite contrary doétrine is contained in our articles, and efta-
blithed by public authority. So that to wifh for juftification
by faith alone to be put dowr by public -authority, what is it
in effe@ but to with for the utter fubverfion of the grand doc-
trine of the reformation ? Perhaps it may not be impertinent,
or a vain repetition, if I here beg leave to tranferibe a paflage
(which I lately printed in my anfwer to the Prebendary of
8¢ Paul's) out of the Honeycomb of Free Fuflification, written

by
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by one Mr. Eaton, of Trinity College in Cambridge, printéd at
Londsm in the year 1642. < Free juftification was firft enjoined
to be diligently taught, for the reformation of the church, by.
King Henry V1IL but was by King Edward V1. and. Queen
Elizabeth, principally eftablifhed by parliament, and fingled out
from all the reft of the eftablithed articles of religion ; and
reduced into fermons and homilies, to be (after the people’s
fight of their-loft eftate, and woeful mifery by fin) principaliy
saught, and chiefly known and underftood of all the fubjets
and commons of the land, for thefe four caufes.
. 3ft. ¢¢ Becaufe it is the only immediate caufe and .means of
‘our peace with Gop. For being juftified by faith we have
peace with Gop, Rem. v. 1. and our affurance of free falva-
tion by Jesus CurisT, and is therefore called ‘the juffifica~
tion of life, Rom. v. 18. ¢ For whom Gop Jufhﬁcth, them
-he alfo glorifieth,” Rom, viii. 30.
3d. ¢ Becaule it is the chiefeft caufe and means to difcover
and fupprefs the Romifb antichrift, popery, &c. and all other
fuperftitions, fecls, errors and fchifms out of the land ; and to
eftablith unity, peace and concord in matters of religion, and
of affurance of free falvation, and makes every man to keep.in
alawful vocation, and to do it profitably in love, Gal. v. 13.
4th. ¢ To dire& minifters, éploxod'siv, to go with a right
foot to the truth of the gofpel, Gal. ii. 14. in found preaching,
and pure declaring of the word of Gon, by a true faith of
free juftification, becaufe (faith the eftablithed do&trine of our
church) fincere preachers ever were, and ever fhall be but a
few ; and their preaching of Gob’s word, moft fincere in the
beginning, by procefs of time waxeth lefs and lefs pure, and
after is corrupt, and laft of all quite laid down, and left off;
becaufe free juftification is a doétrine hardly learned in a
church, and foon loft again, Gal. i. 6. and yet is the true
ftrength, happinefs and fafety of the whole land, [[azab Ixii
_6 ” .
<« Hereupon, the sth part of the fermon againft difobedience
and rebellion, eftablithed by Queen Elizabeth, teacheth the
commons, that fuch bithops or ecclefiaftical perfons, as by
pride and ambitious rule, do by terms of error, fchifm, or
herefy, hinder this main light of Gop’s word from the people,
: are
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are the chiefs? traytors in the land : and the 6th and laft part
Jargely teacheth, that fuch fubjets and commons to whom,
through ignorance of Gop’s word, this light of righteoufnefs,
and this fun of underftandmg doth not fhine, although they

may brag, as did fometimes the Fewifh clergy and people,
that they cannot lack knowledge, yet are fuch by their blind
dead faith, traytors to Gop, traytors to their king, traytors
to their own fouls and bodies, and traytors to the whole
land and country.”

- Thus far Mr. Eaton. And whether he or Mr. Chilling~
worth wrote with moft piety .and judgment on this head, I
Jeave to the author’s confideration. And at the fame time ap<
peal to your Lordthips, whether the Methodifts, by preaching
up the do&rine of juflification by faith alome, carry chriftianity
t0 an extreme?. or, 'whether or not this author, by making
moral duties a condition.of our acceptance with Gop, and of
our being juftified in his fight, is not himfelf guilty of an irre-
gularity which amounts to a violation of the laws beth of
chuyrch and ftage ? : -

May not this alfo, my Lords, ferve as an anfwer to our
author’s 1oth query, page 12th. ¢ Whether it be for the fer-
vice of religion, to difcourage people from reading Archbithop
Tillotfor’s Sermons and the #Whole Duty of Manf to whom
our Methodifts might have added many more of our beft
writers after the reftoration. For, all thefe (together with
explaining the whole work of our yedemption by CHRIST)
endeavoured to turn the minds of pcople to the pra&ice of
moral duties, and to cure them of that madnefs and enthufi-
afm into which they had been led by the Antinomian doc-
trines, and others of the like tendency, during the times of
anarchy and confufjon i”” Undoubtedly ; for are they not both
wrong in their foundation? The latter indeed lays no founda-
tion by juftifying faith at all, and therefore may be more
properly termed Half the Duty of Man; and the former, like
qur-author, contrary to the laws of church and ftate, makes
good works a condition of our acceptance with Gop, and of
our being juftified in his fight. And though I might have
fpared my borrowed comparifon of putting the Archbifhop on
a Jeyel Wlth Mabomet, (for which I afk the public pardon,

thopgh
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though perhaps even this confeflion may be turned to my re-
proach) yet I can by no means agree with our author in this .
fame guery, page 13th, that either his Grace, or the author of
the #'bole Duty of Man, explained the whole work of our re-
demption by CHrisT. For ho can that be pofiibly done,
without explaining the doctrine of juftification by faith alone?
And thercfore, whatever good the Archbifhop, and many.
other of our beft writers after the Reftoration (as this au-
thor ftiles them) might defign by endeavouring ¢ to turn the
minds of people to the practice of moral duties, and to cure .
them of that madnefs and enthufiafm into which they had
been led by the Antinomian do&rines, and others of the like
tendency, during the times of anarchy and confufion,” may I
not appeal to your Lordfhips, whether that of the Poet be not
too applicable to his Grace, to the Author of the #bole Duty
of Man, and to writers of that ftamp: :

Incidit in fyllam, qui vult vitare Charibdin

For, is there no way, my Lords, of turning people’s minds
to'the praltice of moral duties, without turning their minds
from the do&rine of juftification by faith aloné, without
which, moral duties cannot be acceptable to Gop at all?
What is this, my Lords, but, Pharsab like, to command
Gonb’s Jfrael to make brick without giving them ftraw? And’
foppofing it be true, that the people before the reftoration had’
been led into madnefs and enthufiafm, by Antinomian doc-
trines, was there no othier way, my Lords, of curing them of
this madnefs, but by preaching down the moft fundamental
article of the church of England, and fo by preaching up the
dorine of juftification in the fight of Gob, partly by works,’
and partly by faith, bring them half way to the church of
Rome?. Do not thefe itinerants, my Lords, by laying down'
faith as the foundation, and building the fuperftructure of
univerfal obedience as the fruit of it- thereon, keep a propen
medium, and take the moft effe@ual method of preferving
people from Antinomianifm on the one hand, or madnefs and
enthufiafm, anarchy and cohfufion on the other? And is not
this, my Lords, the conftant tenor of their fermons? Da
they not firft labour to bring people to a real faith in CurisT
as the Lorp their rigﬁteoufnefs, and then exhort thofe that

belicve,
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believe, to be careful to maintain and fhew forth their faith,
by a conftant uniform performance of all manner of good
works ? 4

How difengenuous then is this Author’s gth query, page 12.
¢ Whether it does not favour of felf-fufficiency and prefump-
tion, when a few young heads, without any colour of a divine
commiffion, fet up their own fchemes, as the great ftandard
of chriftianity : and, how can it be reconciled to chriftian
humility, prudence, or charity, to indulge their own notions
to fuch a degree, as to perplex, unhinge, terrify, and diftra&
the minds of multitudes of people, who have lived from their
infancy under a gofpel miniftry, and in the regular exercife of
a gofpel worthip ; and all this, by perfuading them, that they
have never yet heard the true gofpel, nor been inftru&ted in
the true way of falvation before: and that they neither are,
nor can be true chriftians, but by adhering to their decirines
and difcipline, and embracing chriftianity upon their fchemes ?
All the while, for the fake of thofe fchemes, and in purfuance
of them, violating the wholefome rules, which the powers
{piritual and temporal have wifely and pioufly eftablithed, for
the prefervation of peace and order in the church.”

Here he charges thefe itinerants (though without proof, as
be had done in the preceding one) with ¢ fetting up their ewn
Jebemes, as the great flandard of chrifiianity,” and with telling
people that they neither_ are, nor can be true chriftians, but
by adhering to their doftrines and difcipline, and embracing
chriftianity upon their fchemes.” Is not this calumny all
over? For where has this author made it appear, that the
Methodifts preach contrary to the articles of the eftablifhed
¢hurch?  Or how does he or can he prove, that they affirm,
¢ People neither are, nor can be true chriftians, without ad-
heting to their difcipline?? Where are any quotations to
this purpofe in his obfervations? Is not this, my Lords, all
gratis dictlum?  And therefore, to ufe fome of his awn words,
¢ ‘Does it got favour of felf-fufficiency and prefumption, and
tan it be reconciled to chriftian humility, prudence, or cha-
rity,” to indulge his prejudice againft any perfons living to
fuch a degree, as to lay things to their charge which they
never thought of or faid ? For do not thefe itinerants freely
converfe with perfons of all communions? Have I not in

.particylar
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particular. communicated with the church of Scotland; and
preached among the churches in New-England # Do not the
generality of the clergy cry out againft me as a latitudinarian,
and look upon me for fo doing, as the bigotted Fews did on
Peter, for going unto the uncircumcifed Gemtiles ; though I
fay as he did, *¢ Can any man forbid me to converfe with
and communicate with thofe who have received the Holy
Ghoft as well as we !’  Are not thefe notorious matters 8f
fa&? And how then can this author infinuate, that thefe
itinerants tell people, that they neither are, nor can be chrif«
tians without adhering to their difcipline ?

But further, how fcornfully does he fpeak of thefe itine~
. rants? He fliles them a Sew young beads. And how unwarily
has he thereby thewed his ignorance of the lively oracles of
Gob? For has he never read what David (aith, Pfal. viii. 2.
¢ QOut of the mouths of babes and fucklings haft thou or-
dained ﬁrcngth becaufe of thine enemies, that thou mighteft
ftill the enemy and avengeri” Or that of the Apoftie,
1 Cor. i. 27, 28. ¢ But Gop hath chofen the foolith things
of this world to confound the wife; and Gop bath chofen
the weak things of this world to confound the things which
are mighty ; and bafe things of the world, and things which
are defpifed, hath Gop chofen, yea and things that are not,
to bring to nought things which are 1 How prelumptuoufly
does he alfo tax thefe few young heads in this fame query,’
with aQing ¢ without any colour of a divine commiffim?” For
have not feveral of thefe young heads reccived a commiffion
from your Lordfhips? And does not the fuccefs they have
met with, as aifo their being firengthened to ftem and fur-
mount fuch a terrent of oppofition, afford fome colour at leaft,
that they have alted by a divine commiffion indeed? For
how could a few young heads, my Lords, or any men what-
foever, do fuch things, unlels Gop was with them {

But our Author, it feems,’ looks upon what they call fuc:
cefs, in a different light, and therefore, in this gth Query, fur<
ther aﬂ:a, ¢ How it can be reconciled to chriffian humnluy,
prudence, or charity, to indulge their own notions to fuch a
degree, as to perplex, unhinge, ternfy, and diftraQ the minds
of multitudes of people, who have lived from their infancy
under a gofpel miniffry, and in the regular exercife of a gof-
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pel worthip ;- and all this, by perfuading them, that they have,
never yet heard the true gofpel, nor been inftruted in the
true way of falvation before.” To prove this particular part
of the Query, he refers to paffages which my Lord of London
was pleafed to extratt out of my third Journal fome years ago,
fuch as, ¢ I offered Jesus CHRisT freely to them ;—I think
Wales is excellently well prepared for the gofpel of CHRIST 3
—Received news of the wonderful progrefs of the gofpel in,
Yorkfbire, under the miniftry of my dear brother Ingham ;—1
was refrefhed by a great packet of letters, giving me an ac-,
count of the fuccefs of the gofpel ;—A moft comfortable pac-
ket of letters, giving me an account of the fuccefs of the gof-
pel.” But how do all thefe paflages, my Liords, put all together,,
aftord the leaft thadow of a proof of what this Author here
lays te thefe itinerants charge ? Or how can offering CHR1IsT
freely, and hearing and writing of the fuccefs of the gofpel,
be interpreted as perplexing, unhinging, terrifying, and di-
firating the minds of multitudes of people, &c.? Is not
this, my Lords, like the other proofs he brings againft
thefe itinerants in fome other refpets?  And may I not ven-
ture to affirm now, whatever I did fome years ago, that if the
Right Reverend the Bifhops, and Reverend the Clergy, hold
the fame principles with this anonymaus Author, then the
generality of the poor people of Eagland, however regular
they may have been from their infancy in the exercife of a
gofpel worfhip, never yet lived under a gofpel miniftry, have
never yet heard the true gofpel, or been inftruéted in the true
way of falvation. For how can that be, when the fundamental
doftrine of the gofpel, I mean juftification by~faith alone in
the fight of Gop, muft be neccffarily every where preached
down? Does not Luther call this, A ticulus flantis aut cadentis
ecclefiz 7 And is there any thing, my Lords, fo very irrecon~
cilable to chriftian humility, prudence, or charity, for a few
young heads; who do hold this do&rine, (fecing thofe who
feem pillars, and are the aged beads of the church, are fo much
out of order) to venture out and preach this do&rine to as
great multitudes of people as will give them the hearing?
And {uppofing fome of thefe multitudes fhould be unhinged, -
terrified, diftralted, or difturbed a little, is it not better they

fhould be thus unhinged from off theic falfe foundation here,
' than
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than by building upon their own works, and going about to
eftablifh a righteoufnefs of their own, endanger their eternal
falvation hereafter ? ’

The dxﬁra&mg people’s minds to fuch a ‘degree as to Occas
fion fudden roarings, agonies, fcreammgs, tremblirigs, drop-
ping-down, ravingé, and fuch'like, is by no means the great
end propofed by thefe itinerants preaching, much lefs was it
ever urged by them as an ¢ffential rark of the co-operation of
the Spirit of Gop. And therefore, my Lords, is not our Au-
thor very unfair in' flating his 4tb Query, page 10, as he has
done : ¢ Whether a due and regular attendance on the pub-
Mc offices of religion, paid by good men in 2 ferious and com-
pofed way, does not better anfwer the true ends of dzvotion,
and is not a better evidence of the co-opcration of the Holy
Spirit, than thofe fidden agoine's, roarings and fcreamings,
tremblings, droppings-down, ravings and madnefles, into
which their hearers have been caft ; according to the relations
gwen of them im the Journals refemd to?” Would not one
imagine by this Query, that thefc itinerants laid down fuch
things as fcreamings, tremblings, &¢. as effential marks of
the co-operations of the Holy' Spirit? But can ‘any fuch
thing be proved ? Are they not looked upon by thefe itine-
rants themfelves, as extraordimary’ thmgs, procceding generally
from foul-diftref3, and fometimes it may be from the agency
of the evil fpirit, who labours to drive poor fouls into defpair?
Does not this appear frdm the relation given of them in one
of the Journals referred to? Are there not many relations of
the co-operation of the Spirit in the fame Journal, where no
fuch odily effects are fo much as hinted at? “And does not
this give ground to fufped, that *¢ the due and regular at-
tendance on the public offices of religion, paid by (‘\vhat out’
Author calls) 'good men, in a ferious and compofed way,”
little better than a dead formal attendance on outward ordi-’
nances, which a man may continue in all his life-tame, and
be all the while far from the kingdom of Goo ? Did
ever any one before hear this urged as an evidence of the
co-operation of the Spirit? Or would any one think, that
the Author of the obfervations ever read the relations that are
given of the converfion of feveral in the holy fcriptures ? For
may we not fuppofe, my Lords, that many were caft into

3 fudden
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fudden agonies and fcreamings, (s ii. 37. when ¢ they
were pricked to the heart; dnd faid unto Peter and the reft of
the apolties, Men and brethren; what fhall we do to be faved ? "
Or what would this Aushor think of the converfion of the
Jailor; A4as x, 29, 30. ¢ who fprang in, dnd came trembiing
and fell down before Paul and Silas; and brought them out,
and faid, Sirs, what muft I do to be faved ?”” Or what would
he think of Paul; who trembling and aflonifbed; Aéisix. 6. faid;
¢ Lorp, what wilt thou Have me to do ?” and was aftewards;
ver. g, *¢ three days withiout fight, and neither did eat nar
_drink 2” s it not to be feared; that if this Author had beeri
feated upon the bench, and heard this Apoftle give an atcount
of his own converfion, he woyld have joined with Fyfus iri
erying out with a loud vbice, * Paul, much lJearning hathi
made thee mad ! And are not all thefe things, and what-
‘ever elfe is recorded in the book of Gob, written for our
learning 2 Is not-Gop the fame yefterday, to-day, for ever?
And may he not now, s well as formerly; reveal his arm and
difplay his power in bringing finners liome to Kimfelf as fuddenly
and inflantaneaufly as in tﬁe firft planting of the gofpel church?

But it feems, by Query 7, page 10; that our Authot doubts
whether there be any fuch thing as 3 fuddex and inflantancons.
cbange. For he there énduires, *¢ Whether 2 gradual im-
provement in grace and goodnefs, is not a bettet foundation
of comfolt, and of an aflurance of a gofpe} new birth, than
that which is founded on the do&rine of 4 fudden and inflan-
Ataneous change 3 which; if there be any futh thing, is not eafily
diftinguithed from fancy and imagination ; the workings
wheteof we may well fuppofe ta be more ftrong and powerful,
while the perfon confiders bimfelf in the ftate of one who iy
admitted as a tandidate for fuch a change, and is taught in
due time to expet it? % Here it is to be obferved, that after
telling of a fudden and inftantaneous change, he adds, < if
there be any fuch thing.” What, my Lords, does this Au-
.thor profefs himfelf an advocate for the church of Englend,
and yet fay, ¢ If there be any fuch thing as a fudden inftan-
taneous change 1” Does he not hereby lay an ax to the very
root of the baptifmal office ? For if the child be actually re-
generated by the Holy Ghoft, when the minifter fprinkles
water upon him in the name of the blefled Trinity, does it

Voir. IV, L not
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‘pot follow, that if any change at all be wrought in the ¢hiMd
at that time, it muft be fudden and inftantaneous? And does
‘he then fay, ¢¢ If there be any fuch thing ?”” And do your
‘Lordfhips affent thereto? With what reafon then are thefe
itinerants upbraided for talking of a fuddew, inflantancous
¢hange, upon which the very effence of baptifmal regeneration,
‘that DsANA of the prefent clergy, entirely depends ?

Befides, with what confidence or rules of fair reafoning can
he here enquire, ¢ Whether a gradual improvement in grace
.and goodnefs, is not a better foundation of comfort, and of an
affurance of a gofpel new-birth, than that which is founded
. on the doétrine of a (udden and inftantaneous change; which,
if there be any fuch thing, is not eafily diftinguifhed from
fancy and imagination; the working whereof we may well
-fuppofle to be more ftrong and powerful, while the perfon
confiders himfelf in the ftate of one who is admitted as a can-
didate for fuch a change, and is taught in due time to expe&
3

However unintelligible the latter part of this Query may be,
does not the former part of it feem to imply, that thefe itine-
rants found the affurance of the gofpel new-birth on this fud-
:den dnd inftantancous change wrought on their hearers under
their fermons, exclufive of a gradual improvement in grace and
goodnefs afterwardst But is not this mere flander? For
Jhowever they may humbly hope, that Sinners, when deeply
imprefled, mdy be fuddenly and effe®ually wrought upon,
“yet how can it be proved that they reckon them real converts,
till they fee them bring forth the fruits of the Spirit; in doing
juftly; loving mercy, and walking humbly with their Gop #
Or if this was not the cafe, does not the author himfelf, if he
holds baptifmal regeneration, found his comfort on the doc-
trine of a fudden and inftantaneous change ? And do not the
greateft part of the poor fouls now in England, go on fecure
that they fhall be eternally happy, and yet have ne better
foundation of comfost, and aflurance of a gofpel new-birth,
.than that which is founded on the do&rine of a fudden and
inftantaneous change wrought upen them in baptifm ?

Is not our Author, my Lotds, alfo in this Query, guilty of
another egregious miflake! For the foundation of comfort
which thefe itinerants lay and depend on is, the compleat and

. all-
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all»ﬁﬁaat ugbmq/aeﬁ of Jesuspand the new bigth or chznge
wrought in the heart, is by them looked ,upon only as an evie
dence that the perfons thus changed, have indeed gotten a
foundation on this.rock. of ages, and confequently a fure and
certain haope of a refurietion to cternal life.  And. is.hot all
this, my Lords, eafily dxﬂmgmﬂnﬁ from fancy and jmagina-
tion? Aad docs ;not aur Aughor lead people to.a wrong
foundation for comfort, by du,'c&xng them to lock for jt from
¢« 3 gradual improvement in grage and goodnefs ¢ ‘Fory
what fays the Apoftle, 1 Cor, iij, iz. < Other founda.uon
£an no man lay than that is laid; which is Ciarast JESUS, " — g

“ who (as he fpeaks in the firft chapter of the fame epiflle,
ver. 30.) is made unto us of Gop, wu'dom, nghteoufne{s,
fan&ification and redemption ?”

This foundation,, as well as this fudden and mﬁantanepus
,changc, whether wrought in or aftgr bapufm, our Autbor, it
is to be feared, is too great a ftranger to: at leaft, he gives
too great ewdence, that he has made but little i improvement
ih grace and goodnefs; far he afks in his 112h Query, pa 13, °
¥ Whether, the frame- of human nature fairly conﬁizrcd.
‘the Author of the #bole Duty of Man, did.not da better fervice
fo religion, in laying down rqlcs to keep receations of all
“kinds within the bounds of innocence, than they who now
cenfure him; and abfolutely deny that recreations of any kind;
eonﬁdcred as fuch, are or €an be innocent i

Whiat rules the Author of the /#bole. Duty of JlJan .mdy
bave laid down to keep recreatioms ‘of all kinds within the
_bounds of innocencey it may "be needlefs here to enquijre. I
it not fufficient, my Lords, to mention, that the haly ferip-
tures (wherein the whole duty of man, and that too in refpe®
both to faith and prallice; is fully and seally taught) lay down
.one golden univerfal rule for recreations and every thing elfe,
that ¢¢ Whether we eat or drinky or whatfoever we do, we
mufl do all to the glory of Gop " . Whatever recreations
people take to the glory of Gop, thefe itinerants, my Lords,
_think are quite allowable : but if they are made ufe of u’reexly
for felf-pleafing, and not to Gop’s glory, nor to fit us for his
fervice, they do affirm, that all fuch recreations neither are nor
can be innocent. And if the Author of the #hole Duty of Man,
or any other Authox whatfoever, hath fet any othet bounds, or
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fixed any other rule, however fairly he may have conﬁaerea
the frame of human nature, is it not evident, that he has not
fairly confidered the frame and nature- of true cbnﬁnmty ?
For dees not that, my Lords, turh our whole lives into oné
continued facrifice to Gon? And if we fauly confider thé
frame of human nature, how weak #nd frail it is, ard how
Jeafily diverted from purfuing out one gmt end, are not thofe
the greateft friends to rchglon, who caution people againfk
Jeading themfelves into temptations, or making ufe of any re-
creation that may put them out of a fpiritunl frame, and unfie
them for the fervice of Gop ! Is this going any further than
the Apoftle did, who fo firikly cautions ‘chriftians  not to
grieve the Spirit of Gop, whereby they are fealed to the day
of redemption ?”

Our Author, under this head, has referred to a paflagte out
of ‘one of my Journals, whereln I 'guve an account of my
being in fome polite company 4t ‘Maryland, who were difpofed
%0 cards ; snd alfo a paffage cat of my letter from New- Braw/-
wick, occafioned, if 'I miftake not, by meeting aman who
thought it allowable to plag at cards in the Chri/imas holidays,
Yrom the liberty given hiln by the Author of the #hele Duty
#f Man. ' And will cur-Author allow -playing at'cards to be
% lawful recréation ‘for a chriftian ! -Is this one of the recrea-
<iong of &/l kinds which may be kept within the bounds of in-
nocence ! Is it ot a kind of cafting lots 2- Has it not the
wppearance'of evil # ‘Wil hie riat hear the church ? And what
fays the 75th canon ? ¢ No ecelefiaftical perfon fhall at any
Sime, other than for their honeft necefhities, refort to any ta-
Yerns 6alehoufes, neither fhall they beard or lodge in any
fuch places. Forthermore, they fhall not give themfelves to
‘atiy bafe or'fervileilabour, or to drinking or riot, fpending their
time idly by day or by night, playing at dice, cards, or tablasy or
‘arly other wninufil game : but at al times convenient, they thall
‘bear ot read fomewhat of -the holy feriptures, oc fhall occupy
thethfelvés  with fome other honef ftudy or exercife, always
deing the things which.fhall appertain to honefty, and endea-
‘vouring to profit the church of Gop, haviag always in miad
thst they ought to excel al others in purity of life, and fhould
- be examples to the people to live well and chriftianly, under
pam of ecd-ﬁa{hcal cenfum to be mﬂt&cd with feverity, ac-

cording
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cording -to the qualities of their offences.® An excelleng
canon this! And may I not argue from it thus? Kither
this canon is founded upon the word of Gop, or it is not:
-if it be not, why is it not abrogated ? if it be, why is it not
put in pra&ice? Why do the clergy encourage frcquentmg
of taverns, aleboufes, .and gaming by their own mmplef
Are pot fuch practices in this canon fuppofed to be quite con-
trary to the purity of life and excellency of example which
may be Ju&ly required from them? And if fuch things are
unfeemly in a clergyman, are they not in a degree cqually un-
feemly in lgymen, whofe privilege as well as duty it is, to be
¢ haly in all manaer of converfation and god}inefs,” and who
are univerfally commanded ¢ to fhine as lights in the world

amidt a crooked and perverfe generation ?
My Lords, might it not reafonably have been hoped, that
your Lordthips were too well acquainted with real and inward

seligion, to think that a foul born of Gop, and made partaker

of a divine nature, can ﬂoop fo low, and a& fo unlike itfelf,
a8 to feck for recreation in gaming? Does not the glorious
and pleateous yedemption, that great, inexpreflibly great and
prefent falvation, which the great High-prieft-and Apoftle of
our profeflion has purchafed for us by thedding his dear heart’s
blood, and whereby we are redeemed from this prefent evil
world, fet us above fuch trifling things as thefe, fuppofing
they were not direQly finful? Are not chriftians ¢ kings
and pricfls unto Gop 2" And is it not as much beneath the
dignity of their heaven-born (pirits, to ftoop to o low an

amufement as gaming of any kind, as ever it was beneath the -

Jignity of the Roman Emperor to fpend his time in the amufe-
ment of cutching flies? Does not our Author, therefore, my
Lords, by writing thus, ftrike at the very vitals of religion,
and prove too plainly that he is a firanger to the power of the
dear Redeemer’s refurre@ion ? Need we, therefore, wonder at
bis 12th Duery, page 12, wherein he enquires, ¢ Whether the
firong expreflions which are found in their printed Journals,
of extraordinary prefences of Gob, dire@ing and affifting them
in a more immediate manner, do not need fome telimonies of
8 divine miffion, to clear them from the charge of enthufia(m ?*
Under this query our Author has alfo mentioned ‘feveral paf-

fages of my Jourmals, extraed by my Loid of London, in
Lj3. his



r 66y
his Iqﬂ pa/?argl Imer agam& lukewarmnefs and entbqﬂafm,
and has alfo been at great pains to extraét many more out of
my four laft Journals, which have been printed fince, and
which, according to our Author, are more full of enthufiafm,
if poffible, than the three firt?  But does not this Author
forget, that | anfwered his Lordfhip’s letter, and proved, that
his Lordfhip was miftaken in his definition of enthufiafm ;
and that, according to his definition, I was no entbufia, hafl ? Dld
I not alfo proye, that the propofitions on which his Lordfhip's
quotatiops were !ounded were falfe? Has his Lordﬂnp, or
any one for him, been ‘pleafed to make any reply to that an-
fwer? Not as I have heard of. And therefore, was it not
. incumbent upon this Author, my Lords, to have difproved or
invalidated my an(wer to his Lordfhip’s letter, before he could
" honourably mention the paffages referred to therein, to prove

me aa enthufiaft ?  But pafling by this, with the other many-

irregularities which are jufily charged npon this anonymous Au-
thor, if he afks ¢ whether the ftrong expreffions which are
found in sheir printed Journals (I fuppofle he would have faid
bis printed Journals, for I find under this Query no Journals
veferred to but mine) of extraordmary prefences of Gop di-
reCting and afliting them in a more immediate manner, do
pot need fome teltimonies pf ad;v;np miffion, to cléar them from
the charge of epthufiafm¢” ] would afk this Author again,
¢ What teftimonies he would have }” Can he bring any
proof againft the matters of fa& regorded in thefe Journals ?
Or will he venture to affirm, that I did not feel the divine
prefence in an extraordinary manner, that is, more at one

gime than another? Or that I have not becn diteed in a -

more immediate manner, at certain times, when wamng upon
Gop? Were not fuch-like queries put by the heathens-to
the primitive chriftians? And was not their anfwer, Monflrare
nequeo, [entio tantum ? 1 would further afk, what this Author
means by a dnvme miflion? Did not my Lord of Glouecfier
gfor I muft again repeat it) give me an apoftolical one, when
he faid, ¢ Receive thou the Holy Ghoft by the impofition of
our hands 7  And can it be enthufiafm, or is there any thing
gxtraordinary in faying, that1 felt more of the influénces of
this Holy Ghoft, and was affifted in a.more immediate manner

jn my adminiftrations at ane time, than another! Or s it

pot
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oot more extraordinary (only indeed that it has been a goed
while too too common) that the Right Reverend the Bifhops
fhoyld take upon them to confer the Holy Ghoft, and the
Reverend the Clergy profefs they are inwardly moved by it,
and yet charge every expreflion they meet with, wherein his
bleffed influcnces are fpoken of as felt and experienced, with
being downright enthufiafm ? But what fhall we fay ? * The
natural man difcerneth not the things of the Spirit : they are
foolifhnefs unto hitn, neither can be underftand them : becaufe
they are fpiritually difcerned.” What if fome of the expref-
fions, my Lords, in the Journals are ftrong? Does that
-prove them enthufiaftical? Or what if feeling the prefence
of Gop, and being direfted in 2 more immediate manner, be
fomething extraordinary to our Author, does it therefore fol-
low that it is fo to others? Oris this Author like minded
with the Right Reverend the Bifhop and the Reverend the
Clergy of the diocefe of Litchfield and Coventry, who reckon
the indwelling, and inward witneffing of, as alfo praying and
preaching by the Spirit, among the £arifmata, the miraculous
gifts conferred on the primitive church, and which have long
fince ceafed? If fo, no wonder that the expreflions referred
to are ftrong and extraordinary to him. But, my Lords, may
I not beg leave to tell this Author, that thefe itinerant
preachers have not fo learnt CHRr1sT ?  No, they believe that
Jesus is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever: and that
he is faithful, who hath faid to his Apoftles, and in them to
all fucceeding truly chriftian minifters, * Lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the world.” Confequently they be-
lieve the Comforter will abide with them for ever, witneffing
with their Ipirits that they are children of Gob; leading
them by a diligent fearch of the holy fcrlptures into all tryth;
guiding them together with the word, the voice of friends and
Providence, in all circumftances by his counfel ; giving them
utterance when called to fpeak to the people fromGoD, and
helping their infirmities, and affifting them in prayer when
called to fpeak to Gop for the people. Inwardly moved by
this Spirit, and not by any hopes of human grandeur or pre-
ferment, thefe itinerants, my Lords, firft took on them the
adminiftration of the church ; and his blefled influences they
bave from time to time bapplly expcnenccd, as thoufands
L4 ) whofe
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'whéfe eyes have been opened to difcern fpiritual thipgs, eaft
teftify. And being without caufe denied the ufe of their bres
‘threns pulpits, and having obtained help from Gop, they con-
tinue to this day, witnefling both to fmall and great the grand
da&rines of the Reformanon, jujbﬁcamn by faith alone in the
imputed righteoufnefs of Jesus CHz1sT, and the neceflity of
the indwelling of the Spirit in order to be made meet to be par-
takers of the heavenly inheritance, among all them that are
fanQified. In doing thus they know of no *¢ wholefome pules,
wifely and pioufly eftablithed by the powers fpiritual and tem-
poral,” RQuery gth, page 12. which they have violated : of
fhould they be commanded by the wholc bench of Bifhops tq
'fpeak no more of this do&trine,—they have an anfwer ready,
¢ We cannot but fpeak the things that we know.” We take
this to be an ungodly admonition ; and therefore, whether it
‘be right in the fight of Gop, to obey man rather than Goo,
judge ye.” And though for fo doing, they fhould be mobbed,
as they frequemly have been, and theugh Gob be not thc
author of confufion or tumult, as our Author would have :t,
page 12, yet they know of one who was mobbed himfc!f upon
a like account, and commanded Timotby to approve himfelf a
minifter of Gob in tumults. Being fenfible of the indolence
and unorthodoxy of the generality of the clerg 2y, they think
they are fufficiently warranted by the example of the Prophets
of the Old, and of Jesus CuRrisT and his Apoftles in the
New-Teftament, (whatfoever our Author may fay, Query 8th
page 11.) to bear a faithful teftimony againft them. And
being called by the Providence of Gap abroad, after their
unworthy labours had been blefled at home, they have judged
it meet, right, and their bounden duty, from time to time, to
publith accounts of what Gop had done for their own and
other people’s fouls : which, though defpifed by fome, and
efteemed enthufiaftical by others, have been owned to the in-
firu@ion and edification of thoufands. But whether this may
be properly called ¢ open and public boaﬂmg, urbecoming
the modefty and fclf-demal of a minifter of the gofpel, efpe-
cially one who would be: thought to carry on his mmuﬂry un-
der the immediate guidance of the blefled Spirit,” (as our Au-
thor intimates in bis laft Query of this 2d Part) ; or whether
thcy were written with a fmgle eye o the Redeemer’s glory,
, thcy

v .
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they are willing to leave to the determination of that Gop, to
whom all hearts are open, all defires are known, and from
whom no fecrets are hid, 1 could here enlarge ; but having
fletained your Lordfhips too long already, I am,

Your Lordfkips moft obedient fon and fervant,

Getorce WHITEFIELD.

EOME
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R EMARIKS

Upon a late

CHARGE againft ENTHUSIASM,

Deliyered by

The Right Reverend Father in Gop, Ricuarp, Lord
Bithop of Litchfield and Cpventry, to the Reverend
the CLErGY in the feveral parts of the Diocefs of
Litchbfield and Coventry, in a Triennial Vifitation of
the fame in 1741; and publifhed at their requeft in
the prefent Year 1744. '

Ina LETTER to the Rev. the CLERGY
of that Diocefs.

Matth. xi, 25, 26. Ar that time Fefus anfwered and faid, 1 thank
thee, O Futher, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becaufe that thou
baft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and hafl revealed
them unts babes. Even fo, Futher, for fo it feemed good in by

Jight.
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‘T O .

’

The Reverend the CLERGY
OF the Diocefs of .
Litcurierp and COVENTRY.,

On Board the Wibnington, Captain Darling,
Sept. 20, 17440
Reverend Brabren, ’

S you profefs to know the foriptures, I need not inform

you, that the chara&er of young Elibu fhines in the 32d
chapter of the book of Fub with a fuperior luftre, above that
of his other three friends who came to converfe with him.
The bumility and modefty wherewith he firft addrefles him-
felf to them is peculiarly amiable. . * Iam young, fays ke,
and ye' sre very old, wherefore I was afraid, and durft not
- fhew you my opinion. I faid, ‘Days fhould fpeak, and mul-
titude of years thould teach wifdom.” But knowing by ex-
perience, that ¢ great men are not always wife, neither do
the aged underftand judgment, he faid, Hearken unto me,
and 1 alfo will fhew my opinion.” And that they might
not cenfure him for rafhnefs in fpeaking, he affures them,
verfes 11, and 12. that he had well weighed the matter be-
- fore he broke filence, ¢ Behold, I waited for your werds;
1 gave ear to your reafons, whilft you fearched out what to
fay. Yea, I attended unto you ; and behold there was none
of you that convinced b, or that anfwered his words,” And
that they might not be offended at his plain fpeaking, or ex-
pe& that he would be over-awed from delivering his foul,
by their fuperiority in age, learning, ot circumftances of life,
in
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+ift the two laft verfes of the chapter, he boldly, but honeﬂfy
tells them what they were to expe&t from him. < Let mé
not, I pray you, accept any man’s perfon, neither let me
give flattering titles unto map, tfor I know not te givé flat-
ming titles : In fo doing my Maker would foon take me
away.” And it is very rcmarkable, that though we are told
&l yourng man’s wrpth wis kinged ageintt §sb andip thiec
friends, verfes 2 and 3. and ‘though (as it appears from the
enfuing chapters) he fpoke very clofe and cutting things,
yet at the end of thg, book; we:findyno blame laid on him
by the great heart-fearching Gop ; whereas the other three
are feverely reproved, and commanded to apply to 706 for
the benefit of Wis prayess. ...... . .. Lol

Animated by, and wnlllng to copy after. fo bright an ex-"
ample, I now fit down to write you this letter ; in which I

uld beg,Jeave go make fome remarks-on your Right Reve-
rend onccfan"s Jlate charge .againfl enthufiafm. Had I conti-
nued in my native country, 1 fhould have taken the freedom
to have written to his Lordfhip himfelf; bist ds 1 heard that
Jve was. very aged, and p;ohqbl_y before this comld; reach
.Bngland, might be called to gjve up his accaunt to, the greas

.Shephend and Bifhop of fouls, I thought it moft. q@vnfable to
.dire& this lgttec ta you, at whofe requeft, as aganr; bg the
-title-page, thischarge was priged. .

It ig not my. defign.to entec wpon a critical cxaqugwon of
“every paragraph, I ‘would obfesve in.general, that.pis Lord-
-fhip’s main' defign, from the beginping o the end of; if,. is,
-to, prove ‘“.thgt the indwelling.and inward witnefling of the

~Bpirit in belieyers hearts (if there were ever any fugh things
,at;all) ap alfo praying and preaching by the Spirit, ase, Al the
extrabrdinary gifis gnd operations of. the, Hely Ghoft,. belong-
0g only to, the apoftolical apd primitive times, and, sopfa-
-quemly all_pyesnfions to fuch favours.in_thefo laft. dags are
.vain and cnthyfiaftical,” In order to gvince thim,, his Lord-
Jhip fele@s fevesal paffages of holy writ,. which, ig.his opi-

-nica, aremifapplied by thefe whom his Lordfhip. iy pleafed -

.to ftile modern enthufiafls, and undertakes to thew, page 11th,
-¢¢.that they are to be interprgted. chicfly, if not oply, .of the
flate of the apoftelical ,and primitive church, and;that.they
very little , if at all, relate to the prefent Rate of. chriftians,™

2 ‘ Whether
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Whether or not his Lordthip bath fucceeded in his unders
taking, will beft appm by a candid and impartial review
thereof.

The firft attempt uf this nasave'which we meet with in his
Lordfhip’s charge, is page the 12th. His wards are thefe:
¢ That I may proceed in a regular manner, with regard to
thofe paffages of feriptare that I fhall fele® on this occafion,
1 chufe: to begin with the.original promife of the Spirit, as
made by our Lorp, a little before he left the world. It eccurs
in the 14th and 16th thapters of St. Fabn's gofpel ; in which
ke ufes thefe words: ¢ When the- Spirit of truth is comey
(whom CHrisT hed juft before promifed to fend from the
Father, chapter 14th, verfe 16th) he will guide you into all
truth, and he will thew you things to come.” And again,
¢ the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father
will fend in my name, he fhall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance’ whatfoever I have faid
unto you.” It is very clear (proceeds his Lordfhip) from the
bare recital of thefe words, that as they were fpoken to
the apoftles, fo they peculiarly belong to the apofties them-
“felves, or to the infpired perfons in the primitive church, -

But granting that thefe words do belong peratfarly-to the
apoftles, does it therefore follow, that they do net at all be-
long to their fucceflors, or in common to all believers upon
whom the ends of the world are come ! 'Were not the apofties
‘then reprefentatives of the whole church ? And may net what
was fpoken to them, in a proper degree be faid to be fpeken
to us aud t0 our children, and to as many as -the Lorp our
Gob fhall call? Does not his Lordfhip ‘confefs, page 13th,
- that-in one of thefc paflages it is: added, that the Father
will give you another comforter, that he may abide with you
for cver?” And does not his Lovdfhip allow, page 14th,
¢ that in the largeft fenfo-in which this may be underftood,
itis fynonymous with CAR1sT's promife to his difciples st
bis afcenfion, that he would be with - them always, even to
the end of. the world ;” that is, as him(elf ¢xplains 'it, < by
the perpetual prefence of the Holy Spirit, as the guardian of
bis church ’till the end of the world 2’ But how can CarisT
be 'with his church by the perpetual prefence of his Spirit, or
how can the Holy Spirit ¢ be the guardian of his church ’tijl

" the
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the end of the world,” undels it is by opcmng rand bringulg'
sli things to owr remembrance, whatfoeyer JEsus hath faid
to us in his revealed will, guiding us thereby into all truth,
and teaching ws 241 things neceffary to eternal falvation ?

- ‘This promife, it is true, as his Lordlhip obferves, page ¢he
axth, * was fulfified in 2 moft feleman manner by the defcent .
of ¢he Haly Spirit on the Apoftles, -and others with them, at
the feaft of Peatocoft, that is recosded fo particulady in the
fevond chapter of the 4 of the Apoftics.” And it is as true,
(as his' Lardéhip intimates page 16th) *¢ that St. Peter makes
an application of the prophecy of Foel, to the miraculous
effufion of the Spirit on that memornble occafion,

But dees not his Lordthip by intimating, that this promife
of our LorD was wholly compleated on the day of Pentecoft,
prove too much? for does it not then follow, that no one
afeer the day.of Pentecoft was to expe& the Holy Ghoft to
dring all things to their remembrance, to teach them ail
things, and fhew them things to come ! How then could this
gromife be fulfilled in she apoftie Pezl, who was converted
{fome time after? or how could this remin in the primitive
chuzch in the infpired .perfons, or abide with the.church -for
«over to the end of the world? And fuppofing the apoftle Peter -
does make aw application of the prophecy of Foel to the miras’
<ulous effufion of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoft, 475 the
2d, verfes 16th, 17th, &J¢. does it therefore follow, that this
promife of eur Saviour -extends no farther than that day{
‘Does he any where intimate any fuch thing through his whole
difcourfe? Or is it any -new thing for prophecies to hawe
deveral fulfilments? Is not that peophecy, ¢ Out of Egypt
have 1 called my fon,” which was originally fpoken concern-
ing Go’s Jfrad,-applied by the evangelift Matthew, chap. 2d,
«vetfe 15th, to the Son of Gop bimfelf? And therefore grant-
dng that this promife was in an extraordinary degroe fulfilled
4n the day of Pentecolt, bow does it follow, that it is not
«now, and will be in an ordinary way, fulfilling to the end of
the world ? And confequently, may not this promife of our
Loz be pleaded by all his difciples, for the indwelling of his
blefled Spirit, and his inward teaching, by the inftrumentality
‘of ‘his revealed will, now.as well as formerly (efpecially fince
lm Lordthip, page 1sth, clears us from pretending .to the

1 oPerauonl




i77 1
operations of the mnraculous kind) wnthout being cenfured for
fo doing as madern enthufiafis.

But this inward teaching and mdwellmg of the Spirit, his
Lordfhip will by no means allow even the primitive chriftians
to have bad in common, and therefore, page 35th (which I
tome to next, for method’s fake) ke commeats upon another
remarkable fcripture; that, in his Lordibip’s opinion; ¢ has
been miflapplied o Jater ages, .and indeed. to the prefent times;
by fevetal enthufiafts, but was really peculiar to the-times of
the apeftles.” It ocours, fayahn Lordthip, page #id. in the
firft cpiftle of 3t. Yobny chap. ii. verfe 20th, 27th. ¢ But ye
bave an uné&ion from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
But the anointing which ye bhave received of him; abideth int
you: but<as the {ame arointing teacheth you all things, and
is truth, 4nd is @0 lic; and even as it hath thught you, ye
fhall abide in him.” -

This «ndiss from the Holy One, and this mmnmg, hl.
Lordihip; in five or fix pages, labowrs to prove was fome exa
traordinasy gift refiding in {ome particular infpired perfons,
and not in the believers in general to.whom the apoftle wrete,
Bue with what fliadow of .argumenit does his Lordfhip resfon
thus? For though it be certain (as-his Lordfhip intimates
page 3yth) ¢ that there were foveral. fuch infpired teachers
among the firfk chiiftians, who were éndowed with various -
gifes of the Bpirit, andl smong them with the gift of prayer;
and ‘preathing, and revelation of the true fenfe of the pro-
phetical parts of the Old Teftament ;° yet how does it appesr,
that thefe infpired teachers are the particular perfons refeered
to by the Apeftle in this paffage? 1f that was the cafe, would
not the epiftle itfelf thore properly have been diretied to them,
as havimg the overfight of the flock ? Or is it-not probable 3¢
Jeaft; that ‘the Apofile would have had fomethiing to fay to
them, a9 well as to the * little childsen, young men, amd
Fathiers,” vorfés 14th, 13th; to whom ‘he writes fo particu-
larly ? Amd i3 it not evidentfrom the whole context, that this
un&ion from the Holy One was not an extraordinary gift re~
~ fiding in any partioular infpised petfoa, but the-indwelling of
the Spiri, bclievers ini general; wheteby they had an experi-
thental proof,- that Jssus was indeed the CiiRsT, and there-
fore reeded not:that any man dhould teach them, shat is;

-You. IV, M . furtheg
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further ¢each them, for the Apoftle writes unto them as know-
ing perfons, verfe 12th, & Is not this i mtetptetanon quite
contitent with the whole fcope of the Apoftle in this epiftle,
which was to comfort him{clf, and believers in general, now
fo many antichrifts were abroad, that (fince Jesus CHRIsT -
had declared, Adasth. xxiv. 24. that the ele@ could not be
finally deceived) they having a .proof of their eleion by re-
ceiving this unélion from above, this indwelling of the Holy
Ghoft in their hearts, were now enabled, in a way far fuperior
to, though not entirely exclufive of human teaching, to guard
againft the feducers of the day? And confequently, may not_
the indwelling of the Spirit be infifted upon now, as the pri-
vilege of all real chriftians, without their being jultly ftiled

for fo doing, modern enthufiafts.
: Again, is not his Lordihip greatly miftaken in his explana-
tion of the 16th verfe of the 8th of Romans, ¢ The Spirit itfelf
beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of
Gobp.” ¢ This paffage, fays his Lordfhip, page 18th, as it
¢ is connected with the preceding one, relates to the general
& adoption of chriftians, or their becoming the fons of Gob,
¢ inftead of the Fews, who were then reje@ed by.Gobp, and
#¢ had loft that title. But what was the ground of this prefe-
¢ rence that was given to chriftians? It was plainly the gifts
¢ of the Spirit, which they had, and which the Fews had not.
& That Spirit then, which by its gifts enabled the Apoftles and
¢ other chriftians to work miracles of various kinds, was a
_¢¢, demonftration, that (Gop was in them of a truth, and that
¢ their religion was owned by him in'oppofition to that of the
' $¢ Fews, whom he had deferted in a judicial manner.” The
conclufion his Lordfhip draws from thefe premifes, we have
page the 2oth. ¢ That the fore-mentioned teflimony of the
¢« Spitit, attended with the teftimony of our own fpirit, 1. e.
¢ the confcioufnefs of the fincerity and good lives of private
¢ chriftians, was the public teftimony of the miraculous gifts
¢¢ of the Spirit which Gob had conferred on the Apoftles, and
¢ many of the firft chriftians; and which thewed that they
" ¢¢ and their brethren were the true church of Gob, and not
¢ the Fews. And this was a plain criterion in-the firft great
¢ controverfy, namely, to which of thofe two churches men
¢ were obliged to adhere in communion, And confequently,
. G‘ ‘hu
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€¢ this witnefs of the Spirit, which fhews that we chriftians
“¢are the fons of Gob, cannot poflibly be applied to the
 mere private teftimony of the Spirit given to our own
¢ confciences; to prove that we, or private chriftians, are
¢ the fons of Gop and heiss of falv:mon, as is pretended
¢ by modern enthufiafts.”

But does net his Lordfhip here argue fromi a miftaken fup-
pofition, that the Apoftles in the 8th of the Romans, is fpeak-
ing of the miraculous powet our Lor D gave to his firft Apoftles
to work miracles, in confirmation that their dc@rine was of
Gop? Is there any fuch thing fo much as hinted at through
the whole chapter ? Is not the whole fcope of it to fhew the
privileges of thofe, who ¢ being juftified by faith* alone,
chap. sth, ¢ have peace with Gon through our Lorp JEsus
Curist i Does_not the Apoftle therefore at the firlt verfe
fay, < That there is no condemnation to therh who dre in
CurisT Jesus #” Does he not fay, verfe the gthi, that ¢¢ the
Spirit of Gob dwelt in them ?”” Does not his Lordthip allow,
page 16, &%c. That the Apoflle in thi$ and the preceding
verfes treats of that  fpiritual printiple in chriftians which
enables them to mortify the deeds of the body, and overcome
carnal inclinations ?”” And what fhadow 6f a reafon can bé

iven to prove that the fame fpiritual principle is not fpoken of
in verfe 16th, as bearing witnefs with believer’s fpirits that
they were the children of Gob ? Is it not faid, verfe 15th, to
be fomething that they had received ? ¢ But ye have received
the fpirit of adoption, whereby yé cry Abba, Father.” And
is not the obvious fenfe of thefe verfes put together plainly this,
¢ That true believers, thofe who are chriftians indeed, have
¢ the Spirit of Gop dwelling in them, verfe gth; afe led by
é¢ this Spirit, verfe 14th ; have gotten an inward witnefs from
¢¢ this fame Spirit; that they are Gop’s children, and there=
é¢ fore need not be brought into bondage, and feat, Icft Gon
¢ would rejedt them, but may have free accéfs, ,and with a
¢ full affurance of faith, and a holy child-like fimplicity; draw
¢ near unto him, crying ABBA, FATHER "

" His Lordfhip, to prove that this is not the fenfe of thig
paflage, but that the teftimony of the Spirit hete fpoken of, is
a public gife of working miracles, refers, page 1gth, to Gald-

tians iii, 2. where the Apoftle puts this queftion to them:
Mi ¢ Received

L)
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¢¢ Received ye the Spirit, (i. e. according to his Lordfhip, the
¢« power of working miracles) by the works of the law, or by
¢ the hearing of faith 2" which (fays his Lordfthip) the fame
Apoftle prefently after explains, when he fays at verfe gth,
¢ He therefore that miniftereth to you the Spirit, and worketh
¢¢ miracles among you, doth he it by the works of the law,
¢ or by the hearing of faith " But is not here a pluin anti-
thefis between adminiftring the Spirit and working miracles ?
Do they not evidently imply two diftin& things ? And can it
be fuppofed, that the Spirit which the Apoftle afks, verfe 2d,
¢« Whether they had received by the works of the law, or the
hearing of faith,” was a power to perform fuch miracles, at
leaft that only ? Would it not then follow, fince he declares
in the 8th of the Romans, ¢ that if any man have not the

Spirit of CHrIsT he is none of his,” that either all believers
" did receive his Spirit in his miraculous gifts, or that no one
is.a believer that has them not? And doth not the Apoftle
in this very epiftle make it appear, that the Spirit here zoken
of is not this miraculous outward teftimony ? For what fays
he, Gal. iv. 6. ¢ And becaufe ye are fons, Gop hath fent
_ forth the Spirit of his' Son into your hearts (whereby it is
plain the Spirit was received into the heart) crying, Abba,
Father?” And does not this quite clear up that paflage of
Romans, ch. viii. ver. 15. about the witnefling Spirit and the
Spirit of adoption, viz. that believers (befides feeing the miracles
which the Apoftles wrought) had an inward tefiimony of the
Holy Ghoft, he making an inward application of the merits
of CHRIST to their fouls, and giving them an inward tefti-
mony that they were indeed the adopted fons of Gep, and
therefore in a holy confidence they might cry, Abba, Father?
Is there any thing forced in this interpretation? And coffe-
quently (notwithftanding what appears to the contrary from
his Lordfhip’s explanation) may not perfons affert, that there
is fuch a thing as a witnefs or teftimony of the Spirit given to
our own conlciences, to prove that private chriftians are the
Sons of Gob 3nd heirs 6f falvation, without being cenfured
for fo doing as modern enthufiafts ?

May I not likewife venture to affirm, that his Lordthip is
equally miftaken in his interpretation of the 26th and 27th
wegfes of the fame chapter, which runs thus: ¢ Likewife the

- ¢« Spirit
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¢¢ Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmitics : for we know not what
¢ we thould pray for as we onght, but the Spirit itfelf maketh
« interceffion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
¢¢ And he that fearcheth the heart, knoweth what is the mind
$¢ of the Spirit, becaule he maketh interceflion for the faints
< according to the will of Gop ?”

The Spirit here fpoken of, according to his Lordfhip, wasg
the Spirit ating in the infpired perfon, who in the apoftolical
age, fays his Lorcthip, page 24th, ¢ had the gift of prayer,
¢* and interceded for the whole congregation ; fo that what
¢¢ is here faid of the Spirit, is hy an’cafy figure transferred to
¢¢ the fpiritual or infpired perfon, who prayed in that capacity,
¢ for the whole chriftian affembly. It is he that maketh in-
¢¢ terceflion with Gobp for private chri&ians, with vehement
and inexpreflible groanings or fighs.” But however eafy it
may be to find out a figure to transfer what is here faid of the
Spirit, to the fpiritual or infpired perfon, yet how will it be
eafy to find a figure to interpret this of the fpiritual or infpired
perfon at all ¢ For has it not already been fhewn, that thig
whole chapter is no where fpeaking of any fuch fpiritual in-
fpired perfon, but of the Spirit of Gop dwelling in all bey
lievers?

His Lordfhip goes on, page ibid. to comment upon the 27th
verfe: ¢ And he that fearcheth the hearts, knoweth what is
the mind of the fpirit, (i. e. of the fpiritual or infpired perfon)
becaufe he maketh interceflion for the faints according to
the will of Gop.” That s, fays his Lordfhip, ¢ Gop knows
the intentions of the fpiritual perfon, and judges of the ve-
hemence of his defires in prayer for the whole aflzmbly, for
whom he makes interceffion, with regard to,the immediate
fubje@ of aflition; literally indecd, awording to Gob (4ata
Theon) or relatively to him, but by conftrution,. conforma-
bly to the will of Gobp ; namely, that in a moft fervent man-

" ner, the perfon that has ths infpired gift of prayer, which
he ufes for the. benefit of the whole aflembly, he, I fay, leaves
it entirely to Gop, whether it be beft that chriftians fhould
fuffer afilictions for the gofpel, or be delivered from them.
And fuch an intention of his prayer cannot but be highly ac-
ceptable to Gop, who fearches his heart, and approves of

fuch an a& of profound refignation to his will.”
) M3 Thus
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Thus Far his Lordfhip. But where is there through the
whole chapter any mention ‘made- of an affembly, or of any
jj)xrmml infpired perfon praying in its behalf? Does it not. re-
quire a very profound underftanding to fearch it out? Is it
. flot more agreeable to the whole fcope of the apoftle in thls
chapter, to belxcve, that this fpirit here mentioned as helpmg
infirmities, or diftrefles, and affifting in prayer, is the com-
mon privilege of all believers ? Is he not faid to make inter-
ceflion for the faints in general ? And does not his Lordthip,
page 22d, in effect own this? For what fays his Lordfhip ?
¢« Now on this occafion, he, the apoftle, adds another proof
of the truth- of chriftianity, and that chriftians are the adopted
fons of Gop, and more efpecially with regard to their fuffer-
ings at that time, for the {ake of their relizion, fays he, verfe
26th. Likewife the Spirit al(o, (or rathcr even, kai) helpeth
out infirmities (or our diftreflefs, for the word Afbenciais fig-
nifics both.) And then he mentions in what inftances he
does fo, viz. in prayers to Gobp- about bearing aﬂlu&xons,
or being delivered from them ; and which of thefe two is moft
proﬁtablc for us, the Spirit knows better than we oufelves,
and therefore inftruéts chriftians how to pray with regard to
their fufferings.  'We know not, fays he, what we fhould
pray for as we ought s that is, whether it be beft for us to
bear affliions, or to be delivered from them according to
our natural inclinations.” And after writing thus, how in-
confiftent is it in his Lordfhip to fay, that this is done by the
Spirit a&ing in the infpired perfon only, who made intercef-
fion for the whole aflembly ? Is not the quite contrary, I
could almoft fay, felf-evident? And how then can thofe who,
from this paffage of the 8th of the Romans, humbly claim the
gift and grace of prayer now, as well as formerly, for fo do-
ing, be juftly termed modern enthufiafts.

May we not further enquire, whether his Lordthip’s inter-
pretation of the'4th and sth verfes of the 2d chapter of the
firft cpc(lle to the Corinthians be found and confiftent? The
words are thefe, page 27th. ¢¢ And my fpeech and my preach- .
ing were not with the enticing words of mans wildom, but
in demonﬂranon of the Spirit and of power, that your faith
thould nat ftand in the wifdom of men, but in the power of
Gop,” As to the former part of thefe words, ¢ My fpeech

apd
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and my preaching were not with the enticing words of man’s
wifdom,” his Lordfhip feems to agree with the interpretation
put-upon them by thofe whom he is pleafed to term enthufi-
afts ; but the latter, ¢ The demonftration of the Spirit and
of power,” his Lordfhip, in pages 29th, 30th, 31ft, and
32d, would fain fhew, means no more, than that the Apoftle
proved JEsus to be the Meffiah by proofs out of the prophe-
cies of the Old Teftament, and evinced the truth of chriftias
nity by performing miracles.”

And fuppofing this may be ane fenfe of the words, yet
if this be the fole meaning of the Apoftle’s expreflion, would
it not have better become fuch a fcholar as Pax/ was, to have
faid, ¢ He came to them in the demonftration of the fcriptures,
sather than of the Spirit i Can any parallel paffage be pro-
duced, where the word Spirit is thus put for the fcriptures?
And therefore, by the demontftration of the Spirit, may we not

.underftand, that the Spirit of Gop himfelf, whilft the Apoftle
was preaching, wrought a demonftrative conviction in the
fouls of his hearers, not only that what he fpake was of Gob,
but alfo that he was affifted .in {peaking by the Spirit of Gop ?
Does not this agree with what he fays, 2d epiftle Cor. iii. 2,
3. ¢ Ye are qur epiftle, written in our hearts, known ‘and
read of all men : forafmuch as ye are manifeftly declared to be
the epiftle of CHRisT miniftered by us, written not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living Gop, not in tables of ftone,
but in flefhly tables of the heart.” And though it thould be
allowed that the word Dunamis (as his Lordfhip obferves,
page 3oth) *¢in its ordinary fenle in.the New Teftament,
muft fignify the power exerted in miraculous operations :”
yet how i it foreign to the Apoftle’s purpofe to interpret it
alfo of a divine power or emergy, which ordinarily attended
the word preached by him ; I mean fuch a power as accom-
panied the word when the LoD opened the heart of. Lydia,
and when fo many were pricked to the heart, and made to cry
out, ** Men and brethren, what fhall we do to be faved !
Does not the word Dunamis {eem to carry this fenfe with it,
2 Cor, iv. 7.1 *¢ But we have this treafure in earthen veficls,
that the excellency of the power ( Dynameos) may be of Gop,
and not of men.” And is not dpollos faid to be (Dunatos en-
§7aphais) mighty, or powerful, in the feriptures, tuough we
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do not hear that he performed any miracles atall? And though
his Lardfhip is pleafed to fay, page ibid. ¢ For by this power
of Gop here fpoken of, that it is a power to work miracles
appears exprefly, from the immediately following verfe, in
which is affigned the reafon for ufing this method of proving
chriftianity to be true, ¢ that your faith fhould not ftand in
the wifdom of men, but in the power of Gop:" yet will it
pot equally hold good, that their faith ftood net in the wif-
dom of men, but in the power of Gop ? If by the power we .
underftand a divine power attending the word preached in
convincing the confcience, and changing the hearts of men,
gxclufive or befides a power of working miracles.

His Lordfhip in the fame page proceeds thus. ¢ By the
power of Gon therefore muft neceflarily be underftood the
“miraculous operations performed by JEsus CaRIsT and his
Apoftles, as a divine teftimony of their authority.” He goes
on in the 7th, roth, and following verfes, to explain this
¢ demonftration of the Spirit and of power;” and tells us,
¢¢ That this wifdom of Gop is a myftery, or wifdom formerly
hidden from the world, which was couched in the types and
prophecies of the Mefliah in the Old Teftament, under the
title of the Law of .Mofcs, the Pfalms, and all the prophets that
were aQually fulfilled in Jesus Crurist. For, fays he, ¢ the
Spirit fearcheth all things, even the deep things of Gop. Now
we have not received the fpirit of the world, (viz. of oratory
and philofophy) but the fpirit which is of Gop, that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of Gop.” That
s, that we might learn of the Spirit the true meaning of thofe
writings which he dictated himfelf, and which none but the
Bpirit of Gob could know, fince the gofpel is the contrivance
_of Gop alone for man’s falvation ; and the bcneﬁta of it are’

freely and of his mere grace conferred upon us.’

. But in 3ll thefe paffages, where is there a fhadow of a
proof, that by the word power, the Apoftle meant only that
he worked miracles among them ? Is there any fach thing fo
much as hinted at in thofe verfes ! Or what greater reafon is
there to infer from hence, that the demontftration of the Spi-
yit means no more than proving CHRIST to be the Meffiah,
from the books of the Old Teftament ? '

7 His
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- His Lordthip goes on, page 31ft, to comment upon the
#$3th verfe of the 1ft Cor. 2d. thus: ¢ The apoftle adds,
¢ Which things alfo we fpeak not in the words which man’s
wifdom teacheth, (viz. as before by oratory and philofophy)
but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth; comparing fpiritual
things with fpiritual.” From which laft paffage it appears that
the werds which the Holy Ghoft is f2id to teach, muft be
prophetical revelations madt of Jesus Curist in the Old Te-
ftament, which were clearly difcovered to the Apoftles, and
explained by them to the world by the fame Holy Spirit, that
perfe&ly knew thofe deep or myfterious things of Gob in the
holy feriptures, which related to and were fulfilléd in JEsus
CHRIsT ; and whofe expofitions of his doftrine were au-
thorized by the miracles they wrought in confirmation
of it.”

But fuppofing this be in part true, have not the words a
further meaning ? And by ¢ Words which the Holy Ghoft
teacheth,” may we not underftand, words which the Holy
Ghoft did immediately put into this and other Apoftles
minds whilft they were preaching, fpeaking, or writing ?
‘Was there not fuch aflitance promifed to the ‘Apoftles? Did
they not fpeak as the Spirit gave them utterance ! And fince
Jesus CHRIsT has promifed in an efpecial manner to be with
his minifters, even to the end of the world, may they not
humbly claim the divine jnfluence to afit them in a degree
in preaching now, as well as formerly,by bringing to their re-
membrance the words and things he had taught them in the
holy fcriptures before, and fo opening a door of utterance to’
them, without being, for fo doing, juftly ftiled modern enthu-
fiafts.

His Lordfhip, in order to give a fan&ion to thefe his feve-
ral interpretations, ‘quotes Chryfsflom, Origen, and Athanafius :
but does his Lordfhip deal candidly or fimply in this matter?
For though they may in fome refpe&s agree with his Lord-
dhip’s literal interpretation, do they not give a fpiritual one
alfo ? Does not his Lordthip himfelf, page 42d, citing the
‘authority of Athanafius, that great light of the chriftian church,
in effeét confefs this ? Does he not fay, that he interprets the
gnélion of the Foly One not merely of divine grace # But does 1t

. therefore
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therefore follow that he did not interpret it at all of divine
grace.? Nay, does it not follow, that he did interpret it of
- the divine grace of the Spirit of Gob dwelling in all
believers, as well at leaft as of the miraculous gifts of the Spi-
vit? Does not Ignatius, onc of the moft early writers, ftile
himfelf Theopboros, and the people to whom he writes Theopho-
- #0i ? And can it be fuppofed, that Origen in particular, {who
his Lordfhip profefles again and again, in his treatifes againft
#oolfton, to be fuch a fpiritual interpreter of fcripture,) has
in thefe paffages fo tenacioufly cleaved to the literal interpre-
tation, as utterly to deny the indwelling and inward witne(s
of the Spirit ? Is not this entirely oppofite to the whole tenor’
of his writings, as well as the writings of the moft ancient
fathers ? And bhas not his Lordthip, out of his great zeal
againft enthufia{m, by writing thus, unwarily run’into an ex-
treme ! And as he juftly charged the infamous #wlflon with
fticking too clofe to the fpirit, and not minding the letter,
has he not in this performance fo clofely adhered to the letter,
and fo fadly neglected the fpirit, as almoft totally (if his in-
terpretations be true) to exclude the Holy Ghoft in his.ope-
rations, fince the primitive 'times, out of the chriftian
world ? _

Is not this matter of fact ? Are not thefe words of truth and
fobernefs ! Be not angry therefore, but bear with me a little,
3f like Elibu, ¢¢ 1 (peak that I may refreth myfelf. For be-
hold my belly is as wine which hatk no vent, it is ready to
burft like new bottles.” Let his Lordfhip write what he pleafes
to the contrary, ‘¢ there is a Spirit in man, and a holy Spi-
rit in believers, and an ordinary infpiration of the Almighty,
which now, as well as formerly, giveth them fpiritual under-
. ftanding.” But fuppofing it was not fo, and all his Lord-
fhip’s glofies upon the forementioned paflages, were as right as
in my opinion they are wrong, could you, Reverend Brethren,
(I appeal to your confciences)in your own hearts even with that
they were fo? If you thould anfwer, Yes, (as your requefting
his Lordfhip to print this charge, gives me too great reafog
to think you would,) *¢ Tell in it not Gath, publith it
not in the ftreets of Afealon, left the daughters of the Philif«
tines rejoice, left the daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph.”

For




. , [ 187 ]
¥or if this be the cafe, in what a poor benighted condition
has the LorRp JEsus left his church in thefe laft days.? And
what avails it to have his doétrines and divine miffion evinced -
formerly by gifts and miracles, if we are deprived of the in-
ward teachings and indwelling of the Holy Spirit ? It is true,
his Lordfhip does talk here and there of the Blefled Spirit, and
of his ordinary influcnces : but what are his ordinary opera-
tions, if he is neither to dwell in us, nor to give us an inward
teftimony in our hearts, that we are born of Gop? What
fignifies talking of his affiftances, and at the fame time declare,
that they can neither be inwardly felt, or perceived, nor be-
lievers be fupernaturally affured thereby of their falvation ? Or
if we are to-expet no operations of the Spirit that are fuper-
natural, as his Lordthip again and again intimates, what are
the natural operations that we are to look for # Qr can ‘there
poflibly be any operation of the Holy Spirit which is not fu-
pernatural ? What can deifts and the whole tribe of unbe-
lievers with for more than fuch do&rine ? Does not his Lord-
fhip, by writing thus, greatly hurt the caufe he would defend ;
and out of a zeal to proye chriftianity no enthufiafm, unwit-
tingly run into that fault which he would throw upon thefe
againft whom his charge is levelled, page 2d ; I mean, ¢ does
¢ he not aét in concert with infidelity againft our eftablithed
¢ religion, our great common faivation ?”” How muft the
church of Rome alfo glory in fuch a charge ? Is it not after
their own hcart ? Is not the denying the witnefs of the Spi-
rit in believers hearts, one of the main pillars of Popery ? Are
not papifts kept in flavery, and taught to truft to the abfolu-
tion of their prieft ; becaufe it was one of the determinations
of the council of Trent, that none can here below attain from
the Spirit a certginty cf their being finally faved? His Lord-
fhip has done well in fignalizing himfclf by writing againft
the papifts and infidels. But what will it avail, or how can
bis Lordfhip flatter himfelf that the efforts of the latter, page
2d, ¢ bave been fufficiently oppofed :”’ fince by writing againft
the witnefs of the Spirit,-he (o nearly {ymbolizes with the one,
and by crying down all fupernatural operations of the Holy
Gholt, jouins bands with the other? Befides, ¢ I there are
$¢ no proofs of the truth of our religion by the inward tefti-
t¢ sgony of the Spirit, as his Lordfhip affirms, page 52d. or
¢ even
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¢ even by ‘the infallible” application of the feveral marks of
¢¢ truth in it by the Holy Spirit, to the minds of men, and
¢ his'making fo ftrong and violent an impreflion on them, as
¢ to form (barnyi:a referens) a new unintelligible fort of divine
& faith, page 53.” how fhall we diftinguith true and divine
faith, from that which is falfe and barely hiftorical ? Are net

the devils capable of fuclr a faith ? Nay, have they not as
~ real faith as chriftians themfelves, if there be no other faith
but what is wrought by external revelation and outward mi-
xacles ! Do they not thus believe and tremble ? And can it
be fuppoled, that all the miracles that the Apoftles wrought,
and the glorious fermons that they were enabled to preach,
were only to thew people what communion they were to be
of ? Is not this bringing the gofpel down to a mere hiftory,.
which one may read of the exploits of an Alexander 3 and
making faith to be a bare affent of the underftanding, which
a perfon may have, and yet be no more benefited by the death
of CHr1sT, than Simon Magus was in believing that he was
crucified ?

But further; fuppofing his Lordthip had thewn, that every
one of thofe paflages he has commented upon, had been mif-
applied by modern enthufiafts ; yet are there not befides a
great cloud of witneffes to be fetched from the lively oracles,
to prove that the indwelling, and inward witnefs of the Spirit,
arg the privileges of all helievers ? Will you permit me to in-
ftance only in a few & What think you of that paffage in §t.
Fobn's gofpel, chap. vii. 37, 38, 39. ¢ In the laft day, that
great day of the fealt, Jrsus ftood up and cried, faying, If
any man tbirft, let him come unto me and drink. He that
believeth on me, as the fcripture hath fpoken, out of his
belly fhall flow rivers of living waters.  But this fpake he of
the Spirit, which they that believe on him fhould receive i*
How, I pray you, arc we to underftand that petition of our
Lornp for his dnfnplce, juft before his paflion, in the fame

'cvangelnﬁ chap. xvii. 20, 2r1.%¢ Neither pray I for thefe
alone, but for them alio which fhall believe on me through
their word : that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in

" me, and I in thee; that they alfo may'be one:” And again,
verfes 22, 23. *¢ That they all may be one, even as we are

one, I in them, and thou in me, that th°y may be made per-

fet
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feQ in one ?”” How would you explain that queftion of the
Apottie’s to the Corinthians, (a church famous for its gifes
above gny cliurch under heaven) ¢ Know ye not that CHrist
is in you, unlefs you be rcprabates ?”” How do you explain_
that aflertion of the evangelift Foba, in his 1ft epift. v. 16
¢¢ He that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf 2 Or thdc
of the Apoftle Paul to the Epbefians, chap.i. 13, 19. And
again, chap. iv. 302 How do you interpret that paffage, 2
Cor. xvi. 16! Or what fay you to that exhortation of St.
Fude, verfe 20. ¢ But ye, beloved, building up yourfelves in
your moft holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoft, keep your-
felves in the love of Gop ?”” Can any of thefe paffages, with |
any manner of confiftency, be interpreted of the miraculous
gifts of the Holy Ghoft, or be confined to the primitive
church ? Do they not fpeak of an indwelling witneffing fpi-
rit, which all believers in all ages have a right to expe&, till
time fhall be no_more ?
And now, my Reverend Brethren, if thefe things be fo,
may not that queftion be very juftly put to you, which our
-LorpD on a like occafion atked Niccdemus, a ruler of the Fews
¢ Are ye maftets of Jfrael ? Are ye minifters of the Church
¢ of England, and know not thefe things ?””> What has his
Lordthip been doing fo many years, in profefling to confer
the Holy Ghoft by impofition of hands on fo many mini-
fters, faying unto them, ¢ Receive the Holy Ghotft by impo-
fition of our hands,” if there are none of thofe affiftances
from the Blefed Spirit to be expeted now, which were con-
ferred when our Saviour firft fpoke thefe words to his difciples ?
How can his Lordfhip in confcience make ufe of the ordina-
tion office? Or how could you, before many witnefles, pub-
licly confefs that you were inwardly moved by the Holy
Ghoft to take upon you the adminiftration of the church?
when you openly deny him in his moft powerful, and as te
believers, in his common operations. Should you not trem-
‘ble to think, how much this looks like belying the Holy
Ghoft, and a&ing the dreadful crime of Ananias and Sapphira
over again, or lying not only unto man, but unto Gob?
And why are you fo zealous for the church, and continually
crying out, ¢ The temple of the Lorp, the temple of the
) Lorb,”
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Lokn,” and yet trample her offices, colle@s ard articles in
effect under your feet ! With what conﬁﬁcncy can you ufe
the baptimal office, and folemny fay unto Gop, ¢ We yield
thee hearty thanks, moft merciful Father, that it hath pleafed
¢¢ thee to regencrate this infant with thy Holy Spmt ;" and
yet agree with his Lordfhip, page 61, in afferting, < to that
¢¢ fedral rite of baptifm is annexed the preventing or prepa-
¢¢ ratory grace of Gob, as is likewife (on a due improvement)
that of the affifting kind ”” Is this all that is implied in the
baptifmal office? And is regeneration no more than this? What
a miferable condition then are thofe in, who have only their
baptifmal regeneration to depend on? For who is there that
has improved, nay who is there that has not finned away this
preparatory grace ? Is not this dire€tly contrary to the whole
baptifmal office ? And are not thofe to be reckoned friends

to mankind, who bid them look for a better regeneration

than this amounts to? Again, with what propriety can his
bLordﬁnp, in the office of confirmation, pray unto Gop to
give the perfons to be confirmed ¢ the Spirit of wifdom and
¢ undeftanding, the Spirit of counfel and ghoftly ftrength
Or how can minifters in general, in the colle& for #hit-fun-
day, fay, ¢¢ Grant us by the \'amc Spirit to have a right judg-
¢ ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy conr-
¢ forts * Why are the paffages, wherein thefe bleflings are
promifed to the firft Apoftles, appointed to be read at this
feftival, if we are not in our degree to expe&t the fame mer-
cies ! And.if thefe things are not to be inwardly felt, and we
are not to be fupernaturally affured of our falvation, wherefore
do you make ufe of thole words in the vifitation of the fick {
. % The Almighty LorD, who is a moft ftrong tower to all
¢¢ them that put their truft in him, to whom all things
¢¢ in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey,
¢ be now and evermore thy defence, and make thee know
¢ and feel, that there is none other name under heaven given
¢ to man, in whom and through whom thou mayeft receive
<¢ health and falvation, but only the name of our Lorp JEsus
CurisT :” Or with what propriety can you fubfcribe to the
17th article, wherein we are told, ¢¢ That the godly confi-

¢ deration of predeftination, and our eleCtion in CHRIST, is
3 ¢ full
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¢¢ fu]l of fweet, plealant, and unfpeakable comfort to godly:
¢¢ perfons, and fuch as feel in themfelves the werking of the
¢¢ Spirit of CHRIST ?” And if there be no fuch thing as in.
fpiration at all, how can you, confiftent with your princi~
ples, ufe the church colleét before the commanion office, and
pray  Almighty Gob to cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts
¢ by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit #” Or how can you
agree with the 13th article, which affirms, ¢¢ That works
¢ done before the grace of CHRIST, and the infpiration of the
« Spirit, are not pleafant to Gop " Are not all thefe things.
againft you? Do they not all concur to prove, that you are
+ the betrayers of that church which you would pretend to de-
fend ! Alas, what ftrangers muft you be to a life hid with
CHrisT in Gob, and the bleffed fruits of the Spirit, fuch as
love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith,
meeknefs, temperance ; when you know of no other firft-fruits.
of the Spirit, than the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft con+
ferred on fome particular perfons in the primitive church,
which 2 man might have, fo as to prophefy and caft out devils
in the name of CHRIsT, and yet be commanded to depart
from him in the laft day ! ' How miferable muft the congre-
gations be, of which you are made overfeers ? And how litde
of the divine prefence muft you have felt in your adminiftra-
tions, that utterly deny the fpirit of prayer, and the Spirit’s
helping you to preach with power, and confider them as things
that have long fince ceafed ? Is not this the reafon why
you preach as did the fcribes, and not with any divine pathos
and authority, and fee fo lictle good cffe of your fermons?
Have not your principles a dire& tendency to lull poor fouls
" afleep ¢ For if they are not to look for the fupernatural ope-
rations of the Spirit of Gop, or any inward feeling or per-
ceptions of this Spirit, may not all that are baptized, and not
notorioufly wicked, flatter themfelves that they are chriftians
indeed ? But is not this the very quinteflence of Pharifaifm ?
Is not this the dark, benighted ftate the great Apoftle
of the Gentiles confefles he was in, beforc he was expe-
rimentally acquainted with CHRIsT, or knew or felt the
«. power of his refurreion ? Is not this a prophefying falfely,
to fay unto people, ¢ Peace, peace,” when there is no true
folid
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folid fcriptaral ground for peace ! And are hot you thesi pros
perly the perfons his Lordthip fpeaks of, page 1ft, as ¢ be-
¢¢ traying whole multitudes into an unreafonable prefumption
¢¢ of their falvation " For is it not the higheft prefumption,
for any to hope to be faved without the indwelling of the
Spirit, fince the Apoftle declares, in the moft awful mannper,
<¢ If any man have not the Spirit of CurisT, heis none of
his ?” Is it not high time for fomebody to rouze the fleepy
world out of this ftate, though it fhould coft them fome me-
lancholy thoughts ? May they not juftly defpond and defpair
too of beirg faved in fuch a condition? For how can they
podlibly be good chriftians, or indeed chriftians at all, unlefs
they fome time or other feel the Spirit of Gob in their hearts ?
Or how can any juftly be ftiled enthufiaftical pretenders to
immediate infpiration and new revelation, page 3d, who only
claim what is promifed in the will of Gop already revealed,
and exhort all to add diligencs to make their calling and elec-
tion fure? And why fhould that great man of Gop, Dr:
Owen, be fo particularly mentioned by his Lordfhip, page
15th? Has there a more folid critical learned divine appeared
for many ages in the chriftian world ! Bcing dead, doth he
not yet {peak ? Do not his works praife bim? Or fuppofing
he was an enthufiaft, as his Lordthip calls him, how can he
be a modern one? Has he not been dead now above fifty
years? And why is he memioned wnh an &c.? Would
his Lordfhip have us underftand Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Baxter;
and writers of the Puritan ftamp? But in reproaching them;
does not his Lordfhip equally brand Archbithop Uer, Bithop
Hall, Bithop Davenant, Bithop Hecpkins, and others, nay ail
the godly reformers and martyrs, and the compilers of our
articles, homilies, and liturgy alfo? Were they not equally
enthufiaftical with thofe, which his Lordthip in this charge
would condemn ; and may I not therefore fay, if they weré
enthufiafts, would to Gop you were not only almoft, but
altogether fuch as they were? Has not his Lordfhip unde-
ﬁgnedl) put an honour upon the Methodifls, by joining thém
in fuch company? Might not his Lordfhip eafily forefee;
that fuch a procedute as this, would rather increafe than di-
minith the progrefs of. Methodilm, -which his Lordflip feéms

. 9
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to have unwittingly prophefied of three years ago, when tfm
charge was firft delivercd ! Sec margin of p. 60. For what
in an human way can bave a more natural tendency to
ftrengthen the Methodifts bands, than their having a public
occafion to fhew, that they preach up the great doétrines of
the reformation, and are thruft out of the fynagogues for no
other reafon, than becaufe they preach articles of faith, to
which they have fubfcribed, as the expreflion is in the literal
and grammatical fenfe ? '
O my reverend brethren, my Heart is in pain for you: in«
deed I could weep over you. Surely you are not all of his
Lordfhip’s mind. And yet the title-page of this Charge feemg
at leaft to imply, that it was printed at the requeft of the ge-
nerality of you. O be not angry if I entreat you, if there be
any confolation in CiirisT, or fellowfkip of the Spirit, to
think of thefe things, and lay them to heart. Remember, I
befcech you, remember the good confeffion you made before
many witnefles, when you profefled that you were inwardly
moved by the Holy Ghoft to take upon you the adminiftration
of the church. And confider with yourfelves, what a horrid
prevarication it muft be in the fight of Gop and man, to fub-,
fcribe to articles in the litera] and grammatical fenfe, which
you do not believe? Refleét on what is fpoken by the Pro-
phet, ¢ They have run, and 1 have not fent them; therefore
fhall they not profit this people at all.” Think what a dread-
ful thing itis to preach an unknown; an unfelt CHRIST ; and -
how awful it will be to have the blood of thoufands required
at your hands at the great day? As you have received an
apoftolical commiffion, labour after an apoftolical fpirit. And
do not fet yourfelves to oppofe or run down his blefled opera-
tions in others, becaufe you do_not feel them in yourfelves.
Beware of thus doing defpite to the Spirit of grace: and be
pot like the Pharifees, who ¢ neither entered into the king-
dom of Gob themfelves, and thofe that were entering in they
hindered.” Seck you after a :gightéoulnefs which exceeds-
theirs. Call to mind, I befeech you, that yeare the lights of
the world. If therefore that light which is in you be darknefs,
how great muft that darknefs be ? ¢ Ye: arg ¢! the falt of the
earth ; but if the falt hath loft its favour, wherewith fhall it
be falted ? It is thericeforth gooJ for nothing, but to be caft
Vor. 1V, N out
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out and to be trodden under foot of men. Gop feems now
about to rife to fhake terribly the earth. ‘We hear of wars
and fumours of wars. O let your loins be girt, your lamps
trimmed, and be ye like unto fervants that are waiting for the
bridegroom : that if he thould come at the fecond er third
watch, he may find you fo doing.” Smite not your fellow-fer-
vants ; but rather take ye Gamaliel’s advice : ¢¢ Refrain from
thefe men, and let them alone. For if this counfel or work
be of men, it will comé to nought ; but if it be of Gop, ye
cannot overthrow it, lefthaply ye be found to fight againft Gop.”™
The harveft is great, very great, and fouls are every where
perithing for lack of knowledge. Wehy fhould the labourers
be fo few? Think of that awful faying of the angel of the
Lorp, “ Curfe ye Meroz, curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants
thereof, becaufe they came not to the help of the Lorbp, to
the help of the Lorp againft the mighty.” Shew that you
love CHRIST above all thmgs, by feeding his lambs and his
fheep ; by being inftant in feafon and out of feafon. That fo
‘when the great Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls fhall appear, you

may give up your accounts with joy, and not with grief.
Suffer me alfo (as undoubtedly you requefted his Lordfhip
fo publith this charge for their inftru&tion) to give a word of
exhortation to your Parifioners. You fee, Sirs, that I have
ufed great plainnefs of fpeech in my remarks upon this charge
of your Right Reverend Diocefan. Do not without examina-
‘tion contradi& and blafpheme, but be noble, as the Bereans
were, and ¢ fearch the fcriptures whether thefe things be fo
or not : to the law, and to the teftimony.” Let that deter-
mine who are the feducers, who are the enthufiafts, and the
enemies to the Chusch ; thofe who preach up the doétrine of
juftification by faith alone in the imputed righteoufnefs of
Jusus CHRIsT, and the indwelling and witneffing of the
Spirit ; or thofe who tell you, that they were the miraculous
2ifts of the Holy Ghoft, and not to be expetted in thefe laft
days. Say not within yourfelves, ¢ We have Jesus for our
faviour, we have been born again in bapti(m, we are mem-
bers of the Church of England, we do nobody any harm, we
will do what we can, and Jesus CarisT will do the reft ;”
but feek ye after a better righteoufnefs than your own, even
thas ¢¢ righteoufnefs which is by faith;” and earncftly prefs

I N after
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aftér that indwelling of the Spirit, and that true inward holi-
‘nefs and purity of heart, without which no man living fhall fee
the Lorp. Get acquainted with the collels, homilies, articles
and old writers of that Church whereof you profefs yourfelves
members, and let not ignorance be the mother of your devo-
tion. Remember that ¢ Gop s afpirit, and they that wor-
~ thip him muft worfhip him in fpirit and in truth.” See that
your zeal be according to knowledge: and count not thofe to
be troublers of Ifrael, nor like the mifguided Fews, irritated
therete by the high priefts, raife mobs againft thein, as turners
of the world upfide down, who out of love to your fouls, have
put their lives in Gob’s hands, and fthew unto you the true

way of eternal falvation. Place not holinefs in outward build- '

ings, nor reje&t the gofpel becaufe preached to you in the
fields, in the ftrects and lanes of the city. See, hear, and
judge for yourfelves, and beware left that come upon you
which is fpoken by a Prophet : ¢ Behold, ye defpifers, and

wonder and perith : for I werk a work in your days, which a

man fhall not believe, though one declare it unto him.”

As for thofe among you, who in derifion are termed Metho--
Aifls, be you thankful to that Gop, who I truft has made you
wife unto everlafting falvation, and given you not only to be-
lieve on the LorD JEsus, but alfo to fuffer for his name. You
bave lately been enabled joyfully to bear the fpoiling of your
goods ®*, Think it not ftrange, if you fhould hereafter be
called to refift unto blood. Fear not the fiaces of men,
neither be afraid of their revilings. Having belicved on the
Lorp JEsus,. with your hearts, in fpite of all oppofition from
men and devils, make confeffion of him with your mouths
unto eternal falvation. Contend earneftly for the faith once
delivered to the faints, and fealed by the blood of your mar-
tyrs: at the fame time, ¢ be ready to give a reafon of the
hope that is in you with meeknefs and fear.” If you were of
the world, the world would love its own ; but becaufe you
are not of the world, but the Lorp JEsus hath chofen and
redeemed you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
Follow him therefore chearfully without the camp, bearing

® N. B. The Mcthodifts i¥ Staffordfbire were mobbed the Shrovea
Tuefday before, and plundered of their fubRance to the aount of feven
hundred pounds ferling.
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his reproach. The more you are aflicted, the miore you thall
multiply and grow. For verily no man hath loft houfes or
lands for CHR1sT’s {ake, and the gofpe!, who fhall not receive
a hundred-fold in this life with perfecution, and in'the world
to come life everlaﬂ'mg Perfecution is your privilege: it is a
badge of your difciplefhip~ it is cvery chriftians lot in fome
degree or other.  Only be ye careful to give no juft offence,
either to Few or Gentile, or the church of Gop. And as you
profefs to have received the Holy Ghoft in his fan&ifying
gifts and graces, and to have the Spirit of Gob dweiling in
you, be ye ftudious to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in
your lives ; that all who are acquainted with you may take
knowledge that you have been with JEsus. Czll no man
mafter but Carist. Follow others only as they are followers
of him. Be fond of no name but that of CHR1sTIAN. Be-
ware of makmg parties, or calling down fire from heaven to
confume your adverfaries. ¢ Blefs them that curfe you, and
. pray for them that defpitefully ufe you.” Labour to fhine in
comman life, by a due confcientious difcharge of all relative
duties, and ftudy to adorn the gofpel of our Lorp in all
things. If you are good chriftians, you will fear Gop, and
for his fake honour the King. Be thankful for the many
bleflings you enjoy under the government of his prefent Ma-
jefty ng George, and continue to pray to Him, by whom
."kings reign, and princes decree jultice, to kecp a popifh Pre-
under from ever fitting on the Englih throne. Be cloathed
with humility : and always count yourfelves beginners in re-
-ligion. Let it be your meat and drink to do and fuffer the
will of your Mafter, and forgetting the-things which are be-
hind, reach forward to the things which are before, and never
ceafe ftriving, till you are filled with all the fulnefs of Gob,
Determine to know nothing but JEsus, and him crucified.
Remember his agony and bloody {weat, his thameful crofs .
and paﬂion Chearfully pledge him in his bitter cup, and as
he was, fo be ye in this world. ‘Think of his laft and new
commandment, and ¢ love one another with a pure heart
Tervently;” looking and preparing for that blefl:d hour, when
he fhall come and call you to fit down with him at the mar-
siage-feaft in the realms of light and love, where the wicked
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fhall ceafe from troubling, and where your weary fouls fhall
be at reft. '

Finally, I would drop a word to You, who have been lately
calied out into the highways and hedges, and have been ho-
noured as inftruments to compel many poor finners to come
in. Againft you, my brethren, his Lordfhip’s charge feems to
be particularly levelled.  But I am perfuaded you will be no--
thing terrified thereby, fince you know, I believe, by happy
expericnce, what it is to have the hidden myferies of the
kingdom of Gop opened to your fouls, and to have the Com-
forter come and abide with you. You have often felt his
bleffed influences, whilt you have been praying to that Gop
whom you ferve, dealing out the bread of life in his name to
the people. Ye are highly favoured. Having believed,: ye
fpeak, and in your degree can fay with our Saviour, ¢ We
fpeak the things that we know.” Gop, who hath commanded
the light to fhine out of darknefs, hath fhone into your hearts
with the light of the glorious gofpel. Put not therefore this
light under a bufhel, but preach the word ; ¢ Be ye inftant in
feafon and out of feafon ; rcbuke, reprove, exhort with all
long-fuffering and do&rine. Do the office of evangelifts, and
make full proof of your miniftry.” And whilft others are
calling for miracles from you, to prove that you are fealed
and fent by the Spirit, do you labour after the converfron of
precious fouls as feals of your miffion, who fhall be your joy’
and crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lorp JEsus.
‘Whilft others are approving themfelves minifters of CurisT,
by dignities and great preferments, do you approve yourfelves
2s the minifters of Gob in much patience, &c. See 2 Cor. vi.
4—38. Set the glorions company of the Apoftles, the goodly
fellowfhip of the Prophets, and the noble army of martyrs al-
ways before you. O think how abundandant they were in
labours, in ftripes above meafure, in deaths oft, and how they
rejoiced when they were counted worthy to fuffer fhame for-
Jgsus CHrist’s fake. Above all, look ye unto JEsus the
author and finifher of your faith ; confider him who endured-
fuch contradiCtion of finners againft himfelf, lcft ye be weary
and faint in your minds. Are you efteemed mad ? So was he,
Are you termed deccivers of the people ? So was he. Are ye

N3 - looked’
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Jooked upon as altuated by an evil fpirit? He was called Beel-
zebub, the very chief of the devils. Are ye thruft out of the
fynagogues ! So was he. Do men hunt for your precious
lives ? So they did for his. The Fews fought often to kill
him, but they. could not, becaufe his hour was not yet come:
and fo it fhall be with you. You are immortal till your work
is done. The witnefles fhall not be flain till their teftimony
is finithed. Set your faces therefore as' flints: let your brows
be harder than adamant : fear not the faces of men, left Gop
confound you before them. Give not place to thofe who op-
pofe the operations of the Spirit, no not for an hour. Go ye
forth in the ftrength of the Lorp, making mention of his
righteoufnefs, and his only. Remember that bleffed promife,
¢¢ Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”
Jesus is the fame now as he was yefterday. And if you are
really thruft out into the harveft by Jesus, he will give you -
a mouth and wifdom, which all your adverfaries fhall rot be
able to refift. You feec how dreadfully the fcriptures are ine
terpreted.  Give yourfelves therefore to reading. Search the
fcriptures.  But above all things, pray that ye may be taught
of Gop: without which, notwithftanding all critical and
human learning, you will never be fcribes well inftru&ed to
the kingdom of heaven, Continue to go out into the high-
ways and hedges. Confider what multitudes there are around
you every where, ready to perith for lack of knowledge. And
though your enemies, for want of arguments, thould fo far
prevail, as to bring you before governors for fo doing, fear
not, for it fhall be given you, as well as unto the firft preachers
of the everlafting gofpel, what ye fhall fpeak. O men, greatly
beloved, my heart is enlarged towards you. Give me leave
to fay unto you, as the angel did to Daniel, ¢ Be ftrong,”
yea be ftrong : quit yourfelves like men : put on the whole
armour of Gop. And then, though you fhould be caft into
a den of lions, that Gop whom you ferve, is able, and will
deliver you. - Though afflited, dcftitute, tormented here on
earth, verily great fhall be your reward in heaven,

And now, miy reverend brethren, to whom this letter is par-
ticularly infcribed, what fhall I fay more? I commend it,
and you, to the great Gop, and to the word of his grace,

which’
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which is able to build you up, and give you an inheritance
among all them that are fan&ified. I bave written to you out
of the fulnefs of my heart ; and praying that Gob may give us
a right judgment in all things, I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,
(though the chicf of finners, and lefs than the leaft of all

faints),

Your affetionate younger brother, and fellow-fervant
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus CHRisT,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD,

N 4 A LET-
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and yet awell knoawn : as dying, and bebold, we live ; as chaftened, and
not killed; as forrowful, yet alwaj: rejoicing 3 as poor, yet making
many rich ; as baving nothing, and yet poffeffing all things, O ye Corin-
thiane, oxr moutb is open unto you, our beart is enlarged. Ye are not
Siraitened in us, but ye are firaitened is your own bowels,
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A

LETTER, &

‘ Boflen, Fanuary 23, 1745.
Reverend and honeured Gentlemen, ‘ ’
WHEN the great Apoftle of the Gentiles was accufed
before the Governor of Cefarea, Afs xxiv. by Ter-
tullus, (employed for that purpofe by Ananias the high-priett,
and the Elders) as ¢¢ a peftilent fellow, a mover of fedition
among all the ‘Fews throughout the world, and a ringleader of”
the fe& of the Nazarenes,” he thought it his duty (being
beckoned to by the Governor) to an{wer for himfelf; and in
his anfwer proved, that he was in no wife guilty of the things
that were laid to his charge. You, Gentlemen, feem to view
me in the fame light, wherein Tertullus, Ananias, and the El-
ders viewed Paul; and accordingly have thought proper to
publifh a teftimony againft me and my condu®, wherein vou
have undertaken to prove, page 4, that < I am an enthufiaft,
a cenforious, uncharitable perfon, and a deluder of the peo-
ple.” Will you give me leave, fince I think the great Go-
vernor of the church beckons to me by his providence fo to
do, without minutely criticifing upon the diétion and method
of your teftimony, to anfwer for myfelf, and in the fpirit of
meeknefs examine the proofs you bring to make good your
charges againft me.
< By an entbufiafl (you fay, page 4.) we mean one that
als, either according to dreams, or fome fudden impulfes and
impreffions upon his mind, which he fondly imagines to be
from the Spirit of Gop, perfuading and inclining him thereby
to fuch and fuch altions, though he hath no proof that fuch
perfuafions or impreffions are from the Holy Spirit.” This
definition of an enthufiaft, (whether exaltly right or not)
* you
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you are pleafed to apply to me ; and accordmgly at the bottom
of the aforementioned page you affert, that I am * a man
that condués himfelf accordmg to his dreams, or fome ridicu~
lous and unaccountable impulfes and nmpreﬂions on his mind,”
and ¢ that this is Mr. #hitefield’s manner, is evident both
by his life, his Journals, and his fermons.” ¢ From thefe
pieces (you add, page 5.) it is very evident that he ufed to
govern himfelf by his dreams : one inftance of thjs we have in
his life, page 12. ¢ Near this time I dreamed that I was to
fee Gop on mount Sirai. This made a great impreffion upon
me.” Another like inftance we have, p. 39, 40. ¢ I prayed
that Gop would open a door to vifit the prifoners. Q#ickly
after, I dreamed that one of the prifoners came to be inftructed
by me: the dream was imprefled much upon my heast : in
the morning I went to the door of the goal.” Once more, a
like inftance we bave, p. 43. ¢ I dreamed I was talking with
the Bifhop ; and that he gave me fome gold, which chinked
in my hands:’ and, p. 44. ¢ The guineas chinking in my
hand, put me in mind of my dream.” Now, fay you in the
next paragraph, ¢ if we confider thefe inftances, we muft
fuppofe him conducting bimfelf by dreams.” But, Gentlemen,
how will thefe premifes admit of fuch a conclufion ? In writ-
ing a brief account of Gop’s dealings with me from my in-
fancy to the time of my ordination, I have mentioned three
particular dreams ; but how does this prove, that I condué?
myfelf (1 fuppofe you mean in the general courfe of my life)
by drcams ; or that this denominates me an enthufiaft, who
(according to your definition) acls according to dreams or
¢¢ fome fudden impulfes and impreflions upon his mind, which
he fendly imagines to be from the Spirit of Gop, perfuading
and inclining him thereby to fuch and fuch aftions, though
he hath no proof that fuch perfuafions or impreflions (1 hum-
bly apprehend to make up the {enfe there thould be added, or
drcams) are from the Holy Spirit #””  May not a perfon, in a
few inftances of his life, have fome remarkable dreams, which
may be explained by fubfequent providences, without being an
enthufiaft, or juftly rermed one that aéls or conduéls and ga-
verns himfelf according to dreams ?
Befides, ought you not to have quoted the paffages as they
ftand in my hte, and then every one muft feg, [ was far from
7 : ‘ acting
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aQing according to dreams,’even in thefe inftances. The firft
I mentioned becaufe it was 2 means under Gob of awakening
me in fome degree, as I fuppofe hath been the cafe of many;
and is this 2 conduéling of myfelf by a drcam ?  As for the
fecond, the cafe was thus: as I ufed to vifit the prifoners at
Oxford, o upon my coming to Gloucefler, my compaffion for
the poor prifoners there, and the hopes I had of being fer-
viceable to them, inclined me to vifit them alfo; for which
reafon I prayed moft earneftly, that Gop would open a door
for me to vifit ther ; quickly after I dreamed that one of the
prifoners came to be inftruéted by me: the dream was im-
prefled much upon my heart. In the mosaing I went to the
door of the goal. This dream was no further a reafon of my
going thither, than as it was a means of exciting me to pur-
fue the reafonable inclination I had before. And fubfequent
orovidences made me afterwards judge, that Gop direéted
the dream for that purpofe. As to the third, I was fo far
from being conduted by it, that as I have {aid in the account
I gave of it, which, Gentlemen, you would have done well to
have obferved, I ways checked the nmpreﬁion it made upon
me. Thefe are ‘the only ‘dreams I think that are mentioned
in any of my writings; and all thefe are in the account of
my life : though you are pleafed to fay, p. 5, ¢ From thefe
pieces [namely my Life, Journals, and Semons] it is very

evident that he ufed to govern himfelf by dreams.”
¢ As plain it is, (you add, page séid.) that he ufually go-
_¢¢ verned himfelf by fome fudden impulfes and impreffions on
¢ his mind, and we have one inftance that may fatisfy us,
¢ that his firft fetting out upon his itinerant bufinefs, was
¢¢ from an enthufiaftic turn. Journal from London to Gibral-
¢ tar, p. 3, he fays, ¢ He will not mention the reafons that
¢¢ perfuaded him it was the divine will that he fhould go
¢ abroad, becaufe they might not-be deemed good reafons by
¢¢ another ;* but faith, ¢ He was as much bent as ever to go,
¢« though ftroagly folicited to the centrary, baving afked di-
¢¢ rection from heaven about it for a year and half.” And
does not this prove, Gentlemen, that I ated cantioufly in the
affair, and took time to confider of the ftep I was about to
take ? and confequently was not governed herein by fome
fudden impulfe or impreflion on my mind, and without con-
fulting

. ~
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fukting Providence, continuing inftant in' prayer, and con-
ferring with friends on the occafion, for the fpace of a year
and half, as you well obferve ! And what if I did not men-
tion ¢ the reafons that perfuaded me it was the divine will
that I fhould go abroad, becaufe they might not be deemed
good reafons by another.,” Does it therefore follow, that 1
was geverned in the affair by impulfes ‘and impreflions, or
that 1 bhad no good reafons to give? Befides, Gentlemen,
how does it appear that this paflage refers to my firft fetting
out upon my itinerant bufinefs ? I think I mention only
going abroad to Georgia, whither 1 was then bound, and
where I intended to fettle. At this time I had no thought of
‘being an itinerant. It did not appear to be my duty to fet out
upon that bufinefs, for a confiderable time afterwards, How
1 was induced at length to fet out upon it, I may give an ac-
count of in a future tra& ; but till that be publithed, how can
any one fairly determine ¢ whether my firft fetting out upon
this itinerant bufinefs, was from an enthufiaftical turn or

' not.”
¢ Other inftances (you fay, page ibid.) there are, wherein
¢ he fhews it to be his cuftom to attribute any common turn
.of his mind to a motion of the Holy Spirit upon him, with-
¢¢ out any more reafon than any man may, any recolieétions
%¢ of his memory, or fudden fuggeftion of his own underftand-
¢¢ ing. Such a one you have, Journal from Gibraltar to Sa-
¢ vaunah, p. 3. ¢ I went to bed with wnsfual thoughts and
¢ convidlisns that Gob would do fome great things at Gibral-
¢ tar.,” But, Gentlemen, if I fay, I went to bed with un-
ufual thoughts and conviQions, hew is this an- inftance of
% my attributing any common turn of my mind to a motion
¢¢ of the Holy Spirit.” You endeavour to prove it further,
~ p. 6. by a fecond paffage taken out of another Journal from
Savannah to England, p. 22. where it is faid, ¢ That the leflon
¢ before he left Savannah, being St. Paul’s thipwreck : and
¢ that before his leaving Charles-Town, being the firft of
¢¢ Fomab, made fuch a deep impreflion upon him, that he
¢¢ wrote to his friend to acquaiat him, he was apprehenfive
¢ he fhould have a dangerous voyage ; and it happening to
¢ be bad weather accordingly, he fays, ¢ Gop hath now
¢¢ fhewed me wherefore he gave thofe previous notices.™
But,
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But, Gentlemen, how is this an inftance of my attributing
any common turn of my mind to a motion of the Holy Spirit 2
Was it 2 common turn of my mind to have Paul’s fhipwreck,
and the firft of Fonah powerfully prefled upon me? I do not
know that it was. But you are pleafed to draw this further
inference from the quotation, page ibid, ¢ So that every fcrip-.
¢ ture that came to his view, was received as the bath-4o/ of
¢ the Fews, and he plainly thews himfelf as much direGed
«¢ by this way of finding out the will of Gob as he calls it,
¢ ag the old heathens were by their fortes Homerica Virgiliane.”
But how does this prove, that every fcripture that came to my
view, was received as the bath-4ol, &c. 1 think I mentioned
only the firft of Fonah, and the xxviith of 42s: but you fay
of this, (my receiving every fcripture that came to my view
as the bath-kol) we have a very full inftance, fame Journal,
p. 38, where you ¢ have a particular application of the words
s¢ which appeared upon the Do&or’s firft opening the Com-
¢ mon-Prayer, ¢ The Lorp hath vifited and redeemed hia

« people.” But how is this a very full inftance, when thefe

words did not appear to my view atall, but to the Doétor’s ?
It was he that was reading, not I; only as you are pleafed
to exprefs yourfelves, <¢ I wifely obferved that fo it was, fos
¢ about eight o’clock the men faw land.” Was there any
‘thing unwife in fuch an obfervation ?  Or was there any thin
enthufiatical in faying, that Gop had vifited and redcemei
his people, when after we bad been pinched with hunger, and
almoft ftarved, he was pleafed to give us a fight of land ?

You proceed, p. 6, to lay fomething more to my charge :
¢« Sometimes he fpeaks as if he had communications dire&®l
¢ from the Spirit of Gop.” And is it a crime for a believer,
and 2 minifter of JEsus, to fpeak of his having communica-
tiohs, dire@ly from the Spirit of Gop? I thought that was
no new thing to the minifters and people in New- England,
efpecially fince fuch a remarkable revival of religion has been
vouchfafed unto them. How are believers ffaled ; or how is
the divine life begun and carried on, if there be po fuch
thing as baving divine communications dire&ly from the Spi-
rit of Gob ?

Again, (page ibid.) you bring a frefh accufation againft
me.  Somctimes, and indeed very frequently, he (in a moft

' « enthufiaftic
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o entbuﬁaﬁlc manner) applies even the hiftorical parts “of
¢ feripture particularly to himfelf, and his own affairs ; and
¢ this manner he endeavours particularly to vindicate, Ser-.
¢ mon ox Ssarching the Scriptures, p. 246. of his Sermons : ¢ It
& js this application of the bifborical parts of feripture, when
¢« we are reading, that muft render them profitable to us;’
¢¢ and appeals to the experience of the chriftian, that if he
¢s. hath fo confulted. the word of Gop, he has not been plainly
« dire@ed how to alt, as though he had confulted the Urim
¢¢ and the Thummim. For in this plain and full manier he
¢ fays, p. 38. of his life; ¢ The Holy Spirit-hath from time
¢« to time let him into the knowledge of divine. things, and
¢ hath dire&ted him in the minuteft circumftances.’ . And,
& no doubt, hence it isy that he fays, forementioned fermon,

¢ p. 247, ¢ That Gop, at; all times, circumftances, and -

¢ places, thaugh never fo minute, never fo particular, will,
« if we diligently feek the affifance of his.Holy Spiri¢, apply
- gencral things to our hearts.”” Which, though it may be
¢ true in fome meafure as to the doclrinal and preceptive parts
« of feripture, yet it is evidently enthufiaftic to fay fo as to
¢ the hiftorical parts of it.” But, however the faying fo may
appear evidently enthufiaftical to youy; Gentlemen, after ma-
turely weighing the cafe, ic does ot appear in that light to
me : for does not the Apoltle tell Timothy, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.
¢ That all fcripture (therein, undoubtedly, mc!udmg the hif«

torical as well as dofkrinal and preceptive parts) is given by

infpiration of Gob, and is proﬁtab)e for do&rine, for reproof,
for corre@ion and inftsudlion in righteoufnefs, to make the

man of Gop perfect, thoroughly furnifhed to every good.

work.” And does not the fame Apoftle, fpeaking of feripture
hiftories, fay, 1 Cor.x. 11. “ Now all thefe things happened
unto them for enfamples, and they are written for our admo-
nition, upon whom the ends of the,world arecome.” And if
it be evidently entbufiaftical thus to apply the hiftosical parts
of fcripture to:our own cafes in private, is it not equally en=
thufiaftical .to: preach npon and apply the hiftorical parts of
fcripture to parficular cafes or perfons in pablic?  And fur-
ther, if it is evidently enthufiaftical to apply the hiltorical parts
of fcriptuce. to ourfelves and -to our affairs, then fuppofing
fuch words as thefe, % Goin peace, Be whole of thy plague,

Som
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Son be of.good chear;” or that hiftorical paflage in 7017» vii. 37

" fhould be applied to a particular foul in deep diftrefs, (as no
doubt they bave often been) muft net that foul reje@ them
entirely for delufions? And if fo, how many that are real .
believers, muft be brought into unfpeakable boadage ?

Page 8, you go on thus: ‘¢ ‘T'e_mention but one inftance
 more, though .we arc not of fuch letter-learned as deny,
¢ that there is fuch an union of believers to CHirisT, whereby
¢ they are one in him, as the Father and he are one, as the
¢ Evangelift fpeaks, or rather the Spiric of Gob by him ;
<« yet fo letter-learned we are, 3s to fay, that the paffage in

" % Mr. W——d’s fcrmon of the indwelling of the Spirst, p. 311.
¢ costains the true fpirit of enthufiafm, where he fays, ¢ To
¢ talk of any baving the Spirit of Gop without feeling of it,
¢¢ js really to deny the thisg.” . Upen which we fay, that the
¢ believer may have a fatisfaction, that be hathi the affifflance
‘¢ of the Spirit of Gop with him in fo continual and regular
¢ a manacr, that he may be faid to dwell in him, and yet
 bave na feehing of it.” But, Genslemen, is not this in ef-
fet to deay the indwelling of the Spirit ! For how is it pof- '
Gble that the believer can bave a fatisfaction, that he hath the
aflitance of the Spirit of Gop with him in fo continwed and
regular a maaner, that be may be f@id to dwell in him, and
yet the believer have no feeling of it#  For my part I cannot
comprehend it. 1 could as foon believe the do&rine of tran-
Jubflantiation, and therefore cannot regract what you are pleafed
to fay contains the true fpirit of . enthufiafm, * To talk of
¢ any having the Spirit of God without fecling it, is really

" ¢¢ to deny the thing.” The reafon you give why the Spirit of
Gobp may dwell in a believer, and yet the believer himfelf

have me fecling of it; in my apprehenfion carries mo proof
and conviion with it at all. I think you reafon thus, page ib.
¢¢ The metaphor is much too grofs to exprefs (however full)
¢ this fatisfaion of the mind, and has led fome to take the ex-
¢ preflion literally, and hath (we fear) given great fatisfation
¢ to many an enthufiaft amoug us fince the year 1740, from
¢ the fwelling of their breafts and flomache in their religious
o agimions, which they have thougbt to be freling the Spirit,
¢ in its operations on them.” Who thefe enthufiafts, and -
what thefe religious . agltataons are which you are pleafed te

Vor. 1V, o mention

36
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mention, I cannot tell: neither do I know by whom this
metaphor of feeling the Spirit, has been mifynderftood, or
taken in too grofs a fenfe. But'fuch a way of fpeaking and
writing ns,very common amongft the moft eminent divines, as
well as in the articles of the Church of Englasd, In ber 17th
article the fpeaks thus: ¢ As the godly confideration of pre-
¢¢ deftination and our eletion in Curist is full of fweet,
¢¢ pleafant, and unfpeakable comfort to godly perfons, and fuch
¢ as feel in themfelves the working of the Spirit of CHRIST,&c.”
Mr. Gutbrie, in his Trial of a faving. Intereft in CHRIST, p. 10g. -
and which ufed to be Dr. Owen’s Vade mecum, hath this re-
markable paragraph : ¢¢ I'{peak with the experience of many
¢ faints, and I hope according to feripture, if I fay ¢here is
¢ 2 communication of the Spirit of Gob which is let out to
< fome of his people fometimes, that is fomewhat befide, if
¢ not.beyond, that witneffing of a fonthip fpoken of before,
¢¢ It.is a glorious manifeftation of Gop unto the foul, fhed-
¢ ding abioad Gop’s love in the heart. It is a thing better
o ﬂlt than fpoken of : it is no audible voice, but it is a flafh
« of gloty filling the foul with Gop, as he.is life, light,
¢ lovey and liberty, countervailiog that audible voice, ¢ O
¢ man greatly beloved,” Baa. x. 19. putting 2 man in a
¢« tranfport with this on his heart, ¢ It is good to be here,’
< .as Matth. xvii. 5. It is that which went out from CHRIST
¢ to Mary, when he but mentioned her name, Fobn xx. 16.
¢ ¢ Jesus faith unto her, Mary: fhe turneth herfelf and faith
¢ unto him, Rabboai, which is to fay, Mafter.” He had
< fpoken fome words to her before, and fhe underfiood
¢ not that it was he; but when he uttereth this one .
¢« word, Mary, there was fome admirable divine conveyance
‘¢ and manifeftation made out unto her heart, by which the
¢ was fo fatisfyingly filled, that there was no place for argu-
¢ ing .and difputing whether or no that was CHRisT, and
¢ if the had any intereft in him. That manifeftation made
¢ faith to itfelf ; and did purchafe credit and truft to itfelf,
¢ and was equivalent with, ¢ Thus faith the Lorp.” This is
¢ fuch a glance of glory, that it may in the higheft fenfe be
¢ called the earneft, or firlt fruits of the inheritance, Epb. i. 14.
“ for it is a felt arm-full of the holy Gop.” Worthy Mr.
Bgxter, in his Gildas Silvianus, p. 40. fpeaking of the danger

.2 of
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of mihilters preaching an unknown and unfelt CHRIST, Writés
thus: ¢ O 8irs, all your preaching and perfuading of others,
¢ will be but dreaming and trifling hypocrifys till'the work
“ be thoroughly dome uper yourfelvess How tan you fet
* yourfelves day and night to a work, that your cammal hearts
¢ are averfe from?+ How can you call out with ferious fer-
¢ vour upon poor fiuhers, with importunate folicitationss to
¢¢ take heed of fin, apd to fet themfelves to a holy life, that
¢ never felt yourfiives the evil of finy or the worth of holi-
¢ nefs? .1 tell you, thefe things-are never well kaown till
¢ they are felt, nor well felt till poffeffed: and he that feeleth
¢ them not himflF, is not fo ke to (peak feelingty to others,
¢ nor to help others to the feeling of them.”” Thus wrote
Mr. Gutbrie and Mr. Baxter 1 and even the Reverend Préfident
himfelf, in his-fermon before the convention, May 28, 1741,
P- 34 hath thefewords ; ¢« Not but that the faints may fde/this
¢ very fenfibly, and it is a joy unfpeakable and full of glory.”

But if fsch a way of writing difpleafes you now, and you are
of the opinion, ¢ That a believer may have a fatisfa@ion, that
¢ he hath the affifance of the Spirit of Goo with him, in.-fo
¢ continual and regular a manner, that he may be faid to
< dwell in him, and yet have no feeling of it,” I cannot
wopder, Géntlemen, that my writings are offenfive; be-
caufe, as you'obferve at the end of this paragraph p. 8, my
eompofitions are, nnd I hope always will be, full of thefo
things. -

You clofe your proufs of my being an enthufiaff, with thefe
words; ¢ The whole tends to perfuade the world (and it has
¢ done fo with refpe& to many) that Mr. /. hath as fami-
¢ liar 2 converfe and communion with Gob, as any of thé
¢ Prophets and Apoftles, and fuch, as we all acknowledge to
¢ bave bcen under the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft.”” What
tendency my writings may have to make people think fo
highly of me, I cannot determine : but this I affirm, that I
would-not have undertaken to preach the gofpel for ten thou-
fand worlds, had'l not been -fully perfuaded that I had a de-
gree of that Spirit, and was admitted to a degree of that holy
and familiar converfe and communion with Gop, which the
Prophets and Apoftles were favoured with, in cemmon with
all believers. .And if this had not been the cafe, fhould I not,

02 Gentlemen,
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@entlemen, have lied to Gop as well as uate man, when B
declared a¢ my ‘ordination,.that *« 1 wag inwagdly moved by
« she Holy Ghott,” who, . believe, nccocdmg to CHRIST’S
.promife, will be with. every faithful minilter ,(apd f0.26 to be
felt tao) even to the end of the world.

- ¢ Asa natural canfequence of - the heat of mhuﬁafm, by‘
¢ which (you are pleafed to fay) be was fo evidentlyaéled 5
m a following paragraph, p..8. yeu fay, ¢ In the next.place,
¢ we look ‘upon Mr. WEitsfield as an snebaritable, cenforious,
$ and. flenderous man;” babitually fuch, for that is the idea
your words feem to.convey. But, Gentlemen, does jt.follow
that. Peter could praperly be ftiled a curfing, fwearing man,
becaufe with oaths and curfes he-denied his Lorp 2  Or could
David; thav man after Gob’s own heart, be propsrly fliled a
murdering adultgrous man, becaufe he commiumd. adultery
with Batbfheba, and mwrdered her hufband Uriah #  Or, can
a believer be ftiled properly.an hypacrite, becaufe he has yet
§% a.gseat deal of hypocrify remaining ia his heart? .. I fup-
pofe, by no means.. No more, according to my apprehenfions,
can any man be juftly calied an uncharitable, cenforious, and
flanderous man, if he be not habitually {o ; . fuppofing it fhould
be proved eithes from his writings or conduél, that he may
have been fomewhat rath er unchasitable in his judgment
pafled upon fome particular. perfons or things.

. But how, Gentlemen, do you prove this charge, That I
am an uncharitable, flanderous man? Why, p. g. ¢ From
“ his monfirous yefleétions upon the great and good Archbxihop
¢ Tillatfon, (as Dr. Increafe Mather ftiles him) comparing his
¢ fcrmods .to the conjuring books which the Apoftle per-
¢ fuaded the people to deftroy.” But this, I humbly appre-
hend, does not prove that I caft refle€tions, which you calt
wmonfirous, uvpon Archbithop Tilletfon as to his perfonal charac-
ter, but only his books, which Dr. Inereafe Mather himfelf,
as I have been. informed by the Reverend Mr. Gee,. who was
brought up under his miniftry, and directed by him i in his
ﬁudics, canftantly warned the ftudents againft. And by the

way, I cannot but obferve, that this hely venerable man of
Gon, Dr. Increafe Mather, if -we may credit the writer of his
lite, dealt as much in jmpreflions and inward feelings, as the
perfon againft whom you are pleafed to publith this teftimony.

And
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And thowgh he might call the Archbithop a great and good
man for his émimency in flatiorr, and great generofity and
moderation towards the Diffenters, yet I ‘believe he never
called him 2 grear and good divine ; nor dg 1 think he would
:dlanw me for what [ have {md coacemmg\Mf. Gi—mn, and

r. H—an.

But that which affords you the greateft occaﬁm to denomi-
nate me a cenforibus, uncharitable, and flanderous man, and
which I apprehiend chiefly firs up-your refentment againft me
is, to make ufe of your bavn expreflion, p. g. « My reproach-
¢ ful refleCtions upon the Society which is immediately undef
%¢ our care.” Fthink the refleQions are thefe: ¢ And as far
¢¢ as I could gather from fome who well knew the flate of it,
“¢ [the College} mot far fuperior to our Univerfities in *piety
“¢ and true godlinefs. Tutors neglect to pray with, and ex-
“¢ amire the learts of the pupils ; difcipline is at too low an
4¢ ebb ; bad bowks are becotne fathionable among them ; i/
& Ntfox and Clarie are tead, inftead of Shepard, Sto¥dard, and
< fach like evangelical writers.”” - And, Gentlemen, were
not thefe thingsfo at the time when 1 wrote ? Wherein then,
in writing thas, have I flandered Harvard Coflege ?° But thén
you fay, p. o, he goes further fill, when he fays, p. g6,
both of Yale College, as well as ours ;"¢ As far the Univerfities,
“¢ I believe it may be faid, Their light is now become dark-
$¢ nefs, darknefs that may be felt.” And muft it not be fo,

when tutors negle& to pray with, and examine the hearts of

the pupils, &c. And this is all I mcant. For 1 had no idea

- of reprefenting the Colleges in fuch a deplorable ftate of im-
'morality and irreligion, as you, Gentlemen, in your teftimony,

feem to obje@. I meant no more, than what the Reverend

_?reﬁdcnt meant, when fpeaking of the degencracy of the
‘times, in his fcrmon at the annual convention of minifters,

Mozy 28, 1741, he adds, « But, alas! how is the gold become

¢¢ dim, and the moft fine gold changed ! We have loft our

s¢ firft love: and though religion is ftill in fafhion with us,

¢ yet it is evident, that the power of it is grearly decayed.”

‘However, I am forry, I publifhed my private informations,

‘though from credible perfons, concerning the colleges, to the

‘world : and affure you, that I fhould be glad to find, the Re-

‘werend Prefident was not miftaken when be undertook, from

: O3 bis
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bis own examination of things, feven months after, to <¢ affure
¢¢ that venerable audience on the day of the convention, that
¢¢ their {ocisty hath net deferved the afperfions which have of
¢¢ late been made upon it, eithes a5 to the principles there pre-
¢ valent, ot the books there read i and aflure you. furcher,
that what he adds is trwe in 1efpeft of mey ¢¢ That fuch as
¢ have.given out a difadvantsgeous repore of us, have done it
¢ in 2 gedly jealoufy for the churahes.of CarisT, which are
¢ fapplied from .us.” .I would blefs.Gop, and at the fame
time, | would atk pasdon for the miftake, -if 1 .was miftaken
therein ; for I unfeigntdly: wifh..your profperity, and there-
fore was a3 willing to publifh the reformation in-the College,
as ever b was.to fpeak of its declenfion. From thence may
there always: procetd thafe ﬁreams, which may make glad the
city of our Goo! - :

To pnomd : again you Qy, p. 17. ¢ We thmkmt highly
<< proper to bear our scflimony againft -Mr. Hitefield, a8 we -
¢ look upon him to be a deuder of the people. And here we
¢ mean mose efpecially, ‘a3 to the. colle&ions-of money,
which, when here before, by:an extraordinary mendicant
¢ fagulty, -he almoft cxtorted:from the peoples”  Extorted
from the people ! How, Gentlemen, could thatbe, when it
was a public contributian? I never heard the people them-
felves make any fuch objeion.. Nor.did I ever fee people, in
3}l appearunce, offer more willingly : they feemed to he thofe
chearful givers, whom Gop declares he approves of, Ypu go
on to prove.me a deluder thys: ¢¢ As the argument. he then
¢ ufed was, ¢ The {upport and edpcation of his dear lambs at
<« the Oyphan-houfe,” who (he told us, he boped) might, in
$¢ time, preach the gofpel to us and to our children ;. fo it is
¢ not to be daubted, that the. people were greatly encosraged
¢ to give him largely of their fubflance, fuppofing they were
‘¢ to be.ynder the immediate tuition and inflsu&@ion of him-
¢¢ felf, as he then made them to believe; and had not this
¢ been their- thought, it is, o ug, withaut all peradventuve,
§¢ they waubd never bave ‘been perfuaded to any confiderabie
‘¢ contribution upon that head j and this notwithtanding; he
¢ hath fearce feen them for thefe four years.” But howvoes
all this prove me a deluder of the people? For .can it be
proved, that what was colleCted, was not made ufe of for the

fupport
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fupport and education of the dear lambs at the Orphan-houfe ?
Or did I promife that. any of thefe dear lambs fhould come in
four years time ta preach in NesvrEugland @ Or did1 in the
lealt intimase that [ bad & defign: ¢o be always-refidencat the
Orphas-houle .. And if by . vatious and unexpeted interpo-
frtions of Pravidente,, 1 bave been prevented feeing. them thefe
four yoarsy.can I belp that? *¢-And befides, you fay, he hath
¢ left the care of them with a perfon,. whom the contributors
¢ know nothing of.” I f{uppole, Gentlemen, you mean Mr: ,
Barber. But da thefe contributors know. nothing of him?
Did 1 not mention him publicly at the time of cole@ting, as
one of their own countrymen,.and:ione bred up in-one of their
own colleges? Was be not with me in perfon ? - And did [
not again and again declape, that e was to be intrufted with-
the education and fpiritual concerns of the children and fa-
mily? Affuredly I did. But you add,. ¢ And we ourfelves
¢ have reafon to.belicve that he is hittle better than a Quaker.”
What ‘realon, Geotlemen, you may have thus to. judge of
him, I cannot.tell, but I have great reafon to believe he. is a
. thorough Calvinift, and a dear man of - Gon, much-acquainted
with the divioe life, and fweetly 'taughe righkly to divide the
wonrd.of truth. I hexrtily~wifh all that had the care of youth,
were like-minded; whatever name you are pleafed to give him.
But you fay, - < Furthesmore, the account which Mr., #/—
¢ hath. given the world of his difburfements of the feveral
 cantributiops, - for the ufe 6f his Orphan-houfe, (whereirt
¢¢ these ave-feveral large articles, ‘and fome of about 2 thou-
¢ (and pownds our currency charged ipa very fummary way,
< ¢ For fundries,’ mo mention being made therein .what the
% fum was expended for, nor to"wham it was paid) is'by no
% means fatisfagtory.” - Would you not, Gentlemen, have
done well to have faid, by no means fasisfaétory to us'? . For,
I am well perfuaded moft of the comtributors:depended on my
veracityy end would: have been fatished as to themelves,
though I had given no -account .of the difburfements at all,
Befides, Gentlemen, did you ever fee an account.of ‘that na<
ure mase -pastioudar ! Is that of the Society for propagating
the gofpel more fo? -Or would you' youifelees, Geatlemen,
be mare- pamcular, fuppofing an-account of ‘what “has been

G4 - .+ rectived
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received and difburled for Harvard-Collegs, fheuld ever be rea
"quired at your hands ?

The magner of my prcuhmg you feem, p. xz;‘ ¢ as much
¢ to diflike, and bound to bear a teftimony agrinfl, 3s the man
¢ himfelt.”, And .why ? becaufe it i’ extempone preaching.
This, to ufe your ows woeds, p. ibid, “ We think by ne
¢¢ means proper ;, for that it is impoffible that any man thould
$¢ he able to manage any argument with that firength, or
¢ any infiruion with that clearnefs.in an cxmgor.c man-
s ner, as he may with fludy‘and meditation.”  But, Geatle-
men, does extempore preaching exclude fudy and-meditation 2

Timothy, 1 belicve, was an extempore preacher, und yet the
Apottle advifes him to give himfelf go reading: and I am of
Lutber’s opinion, that ftudy, prayer, medisation, and tempta~
tian, are neceffary for a minifter of Crris™. Now you fay,
¢« Mr. #/—— evidently thows, that he would have us believe
¢ his difcourfes are extsmpure.”” And o they ase, if you
mean that they are pot wrien down, and that | preach with-
out motes : but they are nwt extempore, if you think that I
preach.always without ftudy. and meditation. Indeed, Gen-
tlemen, I love to ftudy, and delight to meditate; -when I have
opportunity, and yet would go ifho the pulpit by no means
depending on my ftudy end rmeditation, but on- the. blefled
8pirit of Gop, who I belicve now, as well as formerly, fre-
quently gives his minifters utterance, and.enables them to
preach with fuch wifdom, that all their adverfaries. are not
able to gainfay or relift, .This, I thiok, is fo far from bomg
@ lazy mamner of preaching, and the preacher i in daing thus, is
fo far from offering that which cg/? him natbing, as yéu objed,
pagesbid, that I have generally obferved, extempore preachers
are the moft ferveat, laborious preachers, and I believe~ (ac
leaft I fpeak for myfelf who have tried -both ways). that it
cofts them as much, if not more clofe and folemn thought, as
well as faith and confidence in Gob, as‘preaching by noes:
And bowever you are pleafed to add, page ibid. that chis: way
of preaching ¢ is little inflrutive to.the mind, fill Jefs co--
¥¢ gent to .the reafonable powers,” yct, I believe it:is. the
preaghing which Gop hath much honoured, asd has beea
frequently attended with very great fuccefs in many ages of
the chriftian church, And if we may pray, I fee no seafon

6 why
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why we aray net preach extempore. The rafhnefs of fomeof
my expreflions, as well as the dangerous errors, which you are
pleafed 0 fay, p..13, buve been vented in my extempore dif.
cowrfes, ¥ humbly apprehend, are no fufficitht objeQions
zgaintt extempore preaching itlelf; becaufe we often fee, that
thofe who preach by notes, and write 100, as may be fuppofed,
with Ttudy and meditation, are guilty of ae rath expreflions,
and vent as dangerous crrors, as thofe who, you fay, preach
cither without ftudy or meditation. What the dangerous
etvers are, that bave been vented in my extempore difcourfes,
you have riot thought proper to fpecify, unlefs it be that once
or twice threugh miftake I faid, ¢¢ That CHrisT loves un-
«¢ regenerate {inners with 2 love of complacency ; nay, and
4« thie Gop loves finners as finners.” Thefe were indeed
unguarded exprefions ; but I recalled it publicly as foon as |
was made fenfible of my miftake : and I think too before your
teflimony againft me was publithed. Were thefe my fettled

inolpies, L would agree with you in your enlargement upon
i, p- 13y *> Which, if it be not an unguarded expreflion,
¢ muft be a thoufand times worfe ; for we cannot look upon
¢ it as much lefs than blafphemy, and fhows him to be
« ftronger in the Antinomibn fcheme, than moft of the profef-
¢ fors of that herefy themfelves,” But as it was only a lapfus
lingua, and the whole current of my preaching and writing
was, aad is diretly contrary to fuch principles, I would not
bave you, Gentlemen, by thus reprefenting me as an Antino-
mian, enroll yourfelves in the number of thofe ¢ that make a
man an offender for a word, and Jay a fnare for them that
fpeak in the gate.” Indeed, Gentlemen, I utterly detelt An-
tinomianifin, bosh in-principle and praQice. And though you
are pleafed to fay, ¢ That it is not-unlikely, and zhat it is t¢'
« be fufpected, (that I am an Antinomian) becauft ‘the ex-
« preffion was repeated ; and when he was taxed with it by
s<. a certain gentleman, he madé no retraltion :* yet I did, I
} thought, what amounted vo it : for when he told me of m
miftake, (if we underftand the fame gentleman) I'bowed and
thanked him for ‘his kind information : as I would willingly’
do all, who at any time are fo kind as to come in the fpirit of
meeknels; to tell me¢ of my faukts, and frecly converfe with

ms fass to fage, -
- Laftlyy
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Laftly, you are pleafed to fay, page ibid. “¢*We think it
*¢ our duty to bear our ftrongeft teftimony againft that itine-'
¢ rant way of preaching, which this Gentleman was the firft
¢ promoter of among us, and ftill delights to continut in.”
Now by an itinerant preacher (you fay) % We underftand
<, one that bath no peculiar charge of his own, but goes about
4¢ from country to country, or frem town 'to town, ‘in any
¢ country, and ftands ready to preach to any congicgation
¢¢ that fhall call him to it: and fuch a one is Mr. e
I own the charge;"and am willing to put the cafe on the
fame iffue as you do, p. 14 : “ Indeed if there were any thing
¢ leading to this manner of management, in the dire&ions
s and infttuions given either by our Saviour or his Apoftles,
¢« we ought to be filent, and fo woald 2 man of ahy modefty ;
¢ if (on the other hand} there be nothing in the New-Tefta-
¢ ment leading to it. And furely (you add) Mr. #——
¢ will not have the face to pretend he acts now-aw uti evange-
« lid” But indeed, Gentlemen, I do, if by.an evangelift
you mean, what the fcripture I prefume means, ¢ One who
¢ hath no particular charge of his own, but goes-about from
¢ country to country, or from town to town, in any country,
% and. ftands ready to preach' to any' congregation that fhall
- ¢¢ call him to it.” For does not that general commiffion given
by our Lorp to his Apoftles, ¢ Go ye into all the world,
and preach. the golpel to every creature; -authorize the mini-
fers of CurisT, ¢ even to the end of the world,” to preach
the gofpel in any town and cduntry, though not,of their own
head, yet whenever or wherever Providence fhould open a-deor,
~even though it thould be in a place ¢ where officers are al-
¢¢ ready fettled, and the gofpel is fully and faithfully preached.”
This, Lhumbly apprehend, is every gofpel minifter’s indifput-
able privilege, and therefore cannot judge. that.it.is, being
wife above what is written, to give it as my opiniom, as'you
fay I-have done, p. 14. ¢ That itinerant preaching smay be
¢ very- convenient. for ‘the furtherance of the gaod.of- the
¢ churches, if it were under a good regulation.”: . For dtige-
rant preaching is certainly founded upon. the word .of Gep,
and has been- agreeably approved. of; and pradifed by many
good men, with great and happy faccefs both in-amcient 2nd-
later times? Was not the reformatioa begun- amf carried oa.

by
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by itinerant preaching? Were not Knox, Welch, ifart, and
thofe holy men of Gob, feveral of the good old puritans, itine-
rant preachers } Are not itinerants fent forth by the focieties
for propagating the gofpel and: promoting chriftian knowledge
both -in Ewglemd, Scotland and Denmark? And did not hely
Mr. Baxter in his ‘appendix to his' Gildas Salvéarus or Re-
Jformed Pofler, in canjun&ion with others, earneftly and with
weighty reafons. recommend itimerant preaching, even where
the gofpel was fully and faithfully preached, in 36577 Which
is exprefled in the following erms ;

\ Tcl tbc;R;van and faithful Mng/!m Qj‘ CHrIsT i the
Jeveral Counties of this Land, and the Gentlemen and ether
natives of mch County, mow inbabiting the City of London.

s¢ Rewerend ond beloved Bretbren,

HE whole defign and .bufinefs of this difcoutfe, being
the propagation of the golpel, and the faving of men’s
fouls, I have thought it not unmeet to acquaint you with
another work to that end, which we have fet on foot in this
county, and to propsund jt to your confideration, and humbly
- invite you to an univerfal imitation. You know, I doubt not,’
the great inequality in minifteriat -abilities, and that many
places have minifters that are not qualified with convincing,
lively, awakening gifts: fome muft be tolerated”in the nece(-
fity of the church, that are not likely to do any great matters
towards the convetfion of ignorant, fenfual, worldly men'
and fome that are learned, able nien, and fitted for controver-
fies, may-yet be unfit to deal with thofc of the Jower fort. I
foppofe if yoa periife the whole miniftry of a county, you will
not find fo meny and fuch lively, convinting preachers as we
could wifh. - And I take it for granted, that you are fenfible
of the weight of eternal things, and of the worth of foulsy
and that' you will judge it a very defirable thing that every
man fhould be employed according to his gifts, and the gofpel
in jes light and power fhould be made as common, as poflible
we can: #pon thefe and many the like confiderations, the
minifters in this county refdlved t6 chufe out four of the moft
Jively, yec fober, peaceable, orthodox men; and defire-them
once
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once a month 0 lave their own congregations, to the aflitance
of fome other, and to beftow their labour in the places where
they thought there was moft need ; and as we were refolving
upon this work, the natives of this county, inhabiting the
city of Lendon, having a cuftom of feafting' together once a
. year, and having at their feaft colle&ted fome monies by con-
geibution, for the maintaining of a weekly lef2ure in’this coun-
ty, (befides other good works) did (by their ftewards) defice
us to fet up the faid le€ture, and to difpofe of the faid monies
in order thereto: and their judgments upon confultation did
correfpond with our defign. So that the faid money, being
fufficient to fatisfy another, that fhall in theis abfence preach
in their own places, we employ it accordingly, agd have | pre-
yailed with fome brethren to padertake this mork.

1 ﬂmpound te your oonﬁdcrmou, Reversnd Brethrem, and to
jou, the natives of each couaty, in Londm, whether the fame
work may not tecd much to the edification of the cufclry and
the welfare of fouls, if you will be pleafed fpecdily and effece
tually to fet it on faot throwgh the Jand? Whether it may
not, by Gob’s blefing, bea likely mesas to illuminate the
jgoorant, and awaken the fecure, and countermine feducers,
and hinder the ill fuccefs of Satan’s itinerants, and win over
many fouls to CurasT, and fablith many weak ones in the
faith? And not doubting but your judgments will.approve of
the defign, I humbly move, that you will pleafe to contribute
your faculties to the work ; that the Lemdsners of each. county
will be pleafed to manifeft their benevalence to this end, and
commit the monigs to the hands of the moft faithful; orthodox
minifters, and that they will readily and felf-denyingly under-
gake the work.

I hope the Gemlemcn, jpatives of this county, will be
plealed to pardon my pubhﬂ»ng their example, feeing my
end is only the promoting of men’s falvation, aad the common
good.

And that you may more fully underftand the fcepe of our
defign, I fhall annex the letters direted to the feveral mi-
mifters of the county, which the leCturers fend to the minifters
of the place, and receive his aofwer, befurc tbey prefume to
greach in any congregauon ?

nT‘
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¢ T0 all the refd of the Minifiors of the Gofpel in this Coanty, .our
Roverend.and beleved Breshren, grase and peace in owr Lazp
Jasus Curier,

DS

& Rwermd Brethren,

THE communication of the heavenly evanpelical tht, for

the glory of our Redeemer, in the converfion, edificition
and falvation of men’s fouls, is thdt which we are bound to by
'many obligations, as chtiftians, md as minifters of CBrisT,
for his church, and therefore muft needs be folititons thereofs
and it is that which the fpirit of grace, where it abideth,

doth prapoctionably difpofe the heart to defire : by conviltions.

of the excellency and neceffity of this work, and of ocor own
duty in order thereto, and by the excitation of undeferved
grace, our hearts ave carried out to long after 2 neore general
and effectual illumination and faving converfion of the inha<
bitants of this county in which we Jive : which while we were
~ but entering upon a confultation to promote, it pleafed Goo
{without our knowledge of' it) to.put the fame thouglits into
the hearts of others. The natives of this County of Worcefler
who dwell in Londm, meeting at a feaft, (as is their yearly
ufe) colleted a fum of money for the fetting of ¢ight popr
boys to trades, and towards the maintaining of a weeklyplzs-

ture, and have committed the execution of this laft, to our *

¢are: and upon confultation with their ftewards, and among
ourfelves; both they and we are fatisfied, that a moveable leéturs
on the Lord’s-day is the likelieft way-for the improvement
of their chatity, to the attainment of their ends. For, ift,
many people through poverty cannot, and many through neg-*
Jigence will not come to a week day’s leQure : experience
telleth us, that fach are ufually attended but little by thofe
that have the greateft need: 2dly, and thus the benefit may

extend to more, than if it were fixed in one place.
We have therefore defired our reverend and dear brethren,
Mr. Andrew Trifiram, minifter at Clent, Mr, Henry Oafland,
minifter
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minifter at Bewdley, and Mr. Thomas Baldwin, minilter at
Wolverly, and Mr. Fofeph Treble, minifter at Church Lench, to
undertake this work, and that each of them will be pleafed
every fourth Lord’s-day to preach twice inf theft places, where
they fhall judge their labours to be moft neccﬂ’ar'y: and as we
doubt not but their own congregations will fe far confent for
. the good of others ; fo do we hereby requeft of you our bre-
thren, that when any ef them fhall offer their labours for your
congregations, in preaching the fid lke&ure, you will receive
them, and to your power further them in the work. For as
we have no thoughts of obtruding their help upon you, with-
eut your confent, fo we cannot but undoubtedly expe&, that
men fearing Gob, and defiring their people’s everlafting good,
will chearfully and gratefully eatertain fuch aflitance. And
we hope,. that nenc will think it needlefs, or take it.as an
accufing the miniftry of infufficiency: for the Lorp doth
varioufly beftow his gifts : all that are 'upright are not equally
fitted for. the work : and many that are learned, judiciousy and
more ahle to teach the riper fort, are yet lefs able to con-
dcfcend to the ignorant, and [o convincingly and ﬁervendy to
rouze up the fecure, as fome that arc below them.in other
qualifications : and many that are sble in both refpeQs, have
a barren people; and the ableft have found by experience that
‘Gonb hath fometimes.bleft the labaurs of a firanger to do that,
‘which . their own hath not done. We befeech you thercfore
interpret not this as an accufation of any, which proceedeth
from the charity of our worthy country-men. in London, and
from .the earneft defires of them and us, to further the falva-
tion of as many as we cam. And that you may have no jea-
Youfies of the perfons deputed to this work ; we affure you
that they are approved men, orthodox, fober, peaceable, and
of upright lives, happily qualified for their minifterial work,

* 1and zealous and induftrious therein; and (o far from. beiag

likely to fow amy errors or caufe divifions, or ta draw:the
hearts. of people from their own faithful Paftors; that they
will be forward to aflift you agaiaft any fuch diftempers: in
your flocks, Not doubting therefore, but as you ferve the
fame Mafter, and are under the fame obligations as .we, fo
as many. as are heartily addiQed to his fervice, ‘will readily

promote
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promote fo hopeful a work, we commend you and your
labouts to the bleffing of the Lorp.
Your bsethsen and fellow-labourers in the work of .
: T N the Md‘ ‘
x;dlfmiﬂﬁf . . N
. Ins the nname and at the defire of the minifters of
»  this affocration.
Evefbam. . Richard Buxtery Fobn Boraflon, Farvis Bryant,
In the name of the minifters of this affociation.
Giles Collier, George Hopkins, Fobn Dolphin.”

This is and fhall be my endeavour, and was fo when I -
was here laft, my confcience alfo bearing me witnefs in the
Holy Gbhaft, netwithftanding fome of my .expreflions have
been made to fpeak things, and convey ideas which I never
intended. And therefore, Gentlemen, judge ye, whetlier you
have faid right in p. 11th, ¢ And now is it poffible, that
<« we fhould not look upon him (Mr. #.) as the blameable
¢¢ caufe of all the quarrels on the account of religion, which
<¢ the churches-are now engaged in: and this not only on ac-
& count of ltis own behaviour, but allo as the coming of thofe
< bot yun afterwards (who together with the exborters that
¢¢ accompanied them, cultivated the fame uncharitable dif-
¢¢ pafitions in our churches) was wholly owing to his influence
¢ and ewample ?”’ Is this, Gentlemen, a fair way of arguing?
Is it not enough for me to anfwer for myfelf, witbout having
the faults of otbers that came after me, laid to my charge alfo?
Did not the papifts as juftly, who charged Luther with all the
imprudencies of his adherents, and the coafufions that attend«
od the reformation? Befides, I do not underftand,. who you .
mean by thofe hot men., Surely you do not include the reve-
rend Mr. Tesnent. Gob did make me an inftrument of fend-
-ing him to New-England. I thank him for it, as I believe
feveral of Harvard College, many miniflers, and thoufands of
the common people, in the feveral parts of New-England, will
be found to do, through the ages of eternity. As for others,
1 knew nothing of their coming, neither do I well know who
you mean, and confequently can be no more juftly charged
with their mifcondu®, than the firft founder of Narvard Csl-
lege
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kge can be charged with all the 'bad principles ‘and pratices .
which any of the members of that fociety have been gmlty of,
fince his deceafe. That Mr. Temment’s labours and mine were
remarkably blefled, the reverend Mr. Prefident himfelf teftified
in the forc-mentioned fermon, page 23, wherein are thefe
words : ¢ Indeed thofe twe pisks and valuable men of Gad, who
¢ have been lately labouring more abundantly among us, have
¢¢ been greatly inftrumental in the hands of Gob, to revive
¢ this blefled work; and miny, no doubt, have been favingly
¢ convested frem the error of their ways, many more have
¢¢ been convifted, and all have been im fome meafure roufed
_ % from their lethargy.” And even in this teftimony, you are
all pleafed to fay, page 3, that ¢ by a certain faculty which
“ he hath of rrifing the paflons, he hath been a means of
% roufing many from their fupidity, and fetting them on
s thinking, whereby fome may have been made really better.”
And if thefe things are fo; if many have been roufed from
their flupidity, and made really better ; if the blefled work of
Gop was rowived, and there is no doubt but many have been
favingly- converted from the error of their ways, many more
conviQted, and sll in fome meafure roufed from their lethargy;
Je it to be wondered ar, that many of the people fhould bé
firengly attached to fuch an inflrument, though it fhould be
moft cvident (as you fay, p. ibid.) ¢ that he hath not any fu-
< perior talent at inflrufting the mind, or fhewing the force
¢ and energy of. thofe arguments for a religious life, which
¢ are directed to in the everlafting gofpel I For, is it not
naturel for people to love their fpiritual Father 2” Would not
the: Galations have plucked out even their own eyes, and have
given them to Pow/? And fs it not the bounden duty of ail
that love Jrsus, tolove thofe who labour in the word and
do&rine, and are made greatly inftrumental in the hands of
Gop tb revive his.blefled work amongft them? And fuppofing
. that they have not any fuperior talent at inftru&ting the mind,
- &c. ought they not the more to thank and adore the fove-
seignty of their heavenly Father, who fends by whom he will
fend, and chufes the weak things of this world to confound
the fivong, and hides thofe things from the wife and prudent,
which heis-pleafed to reveal unto babes ?°
Gentlemen,



[ 225 ]

Gentlemen, I profefs myfelf a Cafvinifl as to principle, and
preach no other do@rines tKan thofe which your pious ancef-
torsy and the founders of Harverd College, preached long be-
fore [ was born, And I am come to New-England, with no
intention to meddle with, much lefs to-deftray tho order of the
New-Englgnd churches, .or turn out. the generality of their,
minifters, or re-fettle them with minifters from England, Seot-
land, and Ireland, as hath been hinted i a late letter written
by the reverend Mr. Clap, ReQor of Yale-College: fuch a-
thought never entgred my heart ; neitber, as I know of, has
my preaching the leaft tendency thereunto. I am determined
to know nothing among you, but Jesus CurisT and him
crucified. I have no inteption of fetting up a party for myfelf,
or to ftir up people againft their Paﬁors, Had not illnefs pre-
vented, I had fome weeks ago depatted out of thefe coafts.
But as it is not a feafon of the year for me to updertake a
very long journey, and I have reafon to think the great Gon
daily bleffes my poor labours, I think it my duty .to comply
with the invitations that are fent me; and, as I am epabled,
to be inftant in {eafon and out of feafon, and to preach among

¢ finners the unfearchable riches of JEsus Curist. This
indeed I delight in. It is my meat.and my drink. I efteem
it more than my neceflary food.. This I think I may do, as
a minifter of the King of kings, and a fubje& to his prefent
Majefty King George, upon whofe royal head I pray Gopo,
the crown may long flourifh. And as I have a right to preach,
fo I humbly apprehend the people, as chriftians, as men, and
New-England men in particular, bave a right to invite and
hear. If pulpits fhould be fhut, blefled be Gon | the fields
are open, and I can go without the camp, bearing the Re-
deemer’s facred reproach : this I am ufed to, and glory in;
believing that if I fuffer for it, I fhall fuffer for rightepufnefs
fake. At the fame time I deﬁre to be humbled, and afk public
- pardon for any rath word I have dropped, or any thing I have
written or done amifs. This leads me alfo to afk forgivenefs,
Gentlemen, if T have done you or your focicty, in my journal;
any wrong. Be pleafed to accept unfeigned thanks for all
tokens of refpect you fhewed me when here Jak. And if you-
have injured me in the teﬂxmony you have publithed againft
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. me and my condu& (as I think, to fay no more, you really
have) it is already forgiven without afking, by Gentlemen,
Your affectionate humble fervant,
G. w.

" P.§. T have been obliged to be very brief, on account
of the variety of bufinefs in which I am neceffarily engaged,
and my daily calls to preach the everlafting gofpel.

REMARKS
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and ParisTs compared;
WHEREIN
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and Condu& are acknowledged, and my prefent
Sentiments concerming the METHQDISTS ex-
plained.
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REMARKS, &

AN

SIR,

Have perufed your anonyinous Pamphlet ; and though uport
fome accounts it does not deferve an anfwer, yet, as it
may ferve a good purpofe, and be-a means of re&ifying: fome
miftakes, I fhall trouble you with a few remarks upon it.
Who, or what you are, the world is left to guefs. If a
- &lergyman, you have done well to conceal yourfelf, the wholé¢
" ftrain of your performance difcovering a levity unbecoming
fuch a chara&ter. You yourfelf feem confcious of its need-
ing an apology: for in your preface, aftet having juft hinted
at the ¢ cxtravagant freaks of Methedifm,” you' add, < And
¢¢ if in proving it, I am formetimes guilty of a levity of expref-
- #¢ fion, ’tis to be hoped Bme allowante will be made, in con-
¢ fideration of the nature of the fubj:&, it being no eafy mat-
$¢ ter to keep one’s countenance; and be fteadily ferious, where
#¢ others are ridiculous.” Affure yourfelf, Sir, I thall make
all the allowarice you can reafonably defire; but at the fame
* time muft obfetve to you, that if others are ridiculous, that is
10 reafon why you fhould thake yourfelf fo § and if recover-
ing the perfons concerned out of their extravagant freaks; be
only a remote defign of your compofition; you have unhappily
fixed upon 2 moft improbable, ineffc&ual remedy; I mean;
srreligious banter.
However this be, your principal defign is obvious; ¢ As 2
s« caution to all Proteftants, to draw a comparifon betweer
¢¢ the wild and pernicious ERTHUS1AsMS of fome of the moft
¢ ¢minent Saints in the Popifh communion, and thofe of the Me-
8¢ thodifts in out own country:” And who thofe eminent
s« faints are you fpecify, page g fe&. 2. « the moft wild, and
#¢ extravagant, the moft ridiculous ftrolling, fanatical, deli-
s¢ rious, and mifchicvous of all the faints in the Romifh coms
P3 ) munion,”
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¢ munion.” For otherwife, you fay, ¢ the parallel would not
¢¢ hold, but come off defetive ; the whole condu@ of the Me-
¢¢ thodifts (not any one branch, it feems, to be excepted) be
¢¢ ing but a counter-part of the moft wild fanaticifm of the moft
¢ abominable communion,” in its moft corrupt ages. Vid.
Pref. This is avowedly your principal defign (which though
I think fomewhat too reftrained to anfwer exadlly to your
title page) muft be acknowledged to be a very expedient one ;
if, befides cautioning proteﬁants, you intended, at the fame
time, to expofe the Methodifts, and to have them looked upon
and treated as Papifts.

How you have fucceeded in this attempt, will appear when
we come to cxamine the parallel you have drawn between
them. * To this I fhall confine mylelf, and confequently, on
purpofe, omit making any diret reply to the account you
give of the Montanifls ; it being not only quite foreign to the
title page and principal defign of your trat (as you fay,
¢¢ they arofe in the fecond century, before popery had a be-
¢ ing,”) but at the beft very precarious, being not founded
upon writings of their own, which, as you inform us, are long
fince loft.

To come then to your more dire& comparifon between
popi/b and methodiflical entbufiafis : < From a commiferation
% or horror, arifing from the grievous corruptions of the
% world, perhaps from a real motive of fincere picty, they
t both fet out with warm pretences to reformation :” page
10. fet. 2. And is not this commendable, whether in Me-
thodifts or in Papifts ? Or ought any one, think you, to take
upon him holy orders, and witnefs that good confeffion be-
fore many witnefles, ¢ That he is inwardly moved thereto by
#¢ the Haly Ghoft,” without having a real motive of fincere
picty, and a warm intention at leaft (if that be what you mean
by a pretence) to promote,. as much as in him lies, a real re-
formation ? If by pretence, you would have us underftand a
mere hypocritical pretence, you are then guilty of a felf-con-
tradi@ion : for how can pretence and reality be reconciled ?
Which of the two was the cafe of the Methodifts. at their firft
fetting out, if you pleafe, we will leave to the great day, to
be determined by Him who is appointed to be judge of quick
and dead ; to whom alone all hearts are.open, all defires

known,
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Xnown, and from whom no fecrets are hid. A&ions are cog-
nizable by us, and not intentions. Let us fee how your pa-
rallel holds good in refpecteto thefe,

~ « For the better advancement of their purpofes, both,
¢ commonly (you fay, page 11. fe&ion 4.) begin their ad-
¢ ventures with field preaching. In which' particular, though
< the praltice of the Methodifts be notorious, it may not be
¢¢ amifs to produce fome of their own words, were it only for
¢¢ the fake of the comparifon.” Bat, good Sir, ought any
one, merely for the fake of makig a comparifon, (though
ever fo juft) to exceed the bounds of truth, which you have
here confefledly done ! For what words have you produced,
or indeed can you produce; to prove that the Methodifts be-
gan their adventures with field-preaching ? If we may believe
your own words, is not the quite contrary notorious? For,
feQ. 5. page 15. you tell us, * That after the Methodifts
¢ had traduced the clergy, as long as they were permitted to
¢¢ do it, in their own churches and pulpits, they fet about
& this pious work of defamation more heartily in the fields.”

Here then your parallel fails at firft fetting out, you your.:
felf being judgé. And here I would difmifs this article, being
founded on a miftake, was it not ptoper to take notice of a
curfory remark or two, which you have thought proper to
make upon it. You afk, page 14. ¢ How comes Mr. White-
S field to fay, there was never any fuch thing as field-preach-
¢¢ ing before? Was it from the tere vanity of being thought
¢¢ the founder of it ? Or was he ignorant of the praétice feve-
¢¢ ral years ago, and even in our own nation !’ I thank you,
Sir, for informing me better, and d4m glad to find that ficld-
preaching was pra&ifed in our nation feveral years ago. Why
then fuch a noife about’it now ?

From what degrees of vanity my exprefling myfelf in that
manner might proceed, I cannot now remember : but if; as
you infinuate, page 33. ¢ It is eafyrto forefee there is to be
s¢-fome future calendar or legend of the faints,” (I prefame you
mean Methodifl faints) I care not if the following article be
be inferted concerning me. ¢ Such a day the Reverend
s« George Whitefield, having had an uiiverfity education, and
¢¢ been regularly ordained deacon and prieft of the Church of
s« England, and invited to preach in moft churches of the citics

. Pg s of
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¢ of Glucefler, Briflol, Wefiminfler and Londes, in the la&
< of which places be collefted near a theufand.pounds for the
¢¢ charity cbxldren, being caufclc!ly denied the further ufe of
¢ the churchcs, becaufe he preached up the necefity of the
¢ new birth, and juftification in the fizht of Gop by faith
¢ alone in the imputed righteoulnefs of JEsus Cmus'r, began
s 10 preacb the fame dollrines in the fidlds.” .

"This is the real truth ; and whether I was ¢he fmua’er or-
veviver of fuch field-preaching in this natien, need I be
athamed, merely becaufe St. Peter of Verona, St. Nichelas of
Nalafeo, St. Authony of Padua, avd St. Jgnatius were ficld~
preachers before me ? Can, you recalle& no earlfer, or more
unexceptionable field-preachers than thefe? What do you
think of JEsus CHRIsT and hijs Apoftles? Were they not
ficld-preachers? Was not the beft fermon that was ever deli]
vered, delivered from a Mownt? Was not another very ex-
cellent one preached from a place called Mars-Hill? And did
nat Peter and §obn preach above feventeen bundred years ago
in Solomen’s Porch, aud elfewhere, though the clergy of that
generation commanded them to fpeak no more in the name

- of Jesus? Thefe were the per(ens that I bad in view, when

1 begun my adventures of field-preaching. Animated by their
example, when caufelefly thruft out, I took the field ; and if
this be my thame, I glary in it: for, {to make wfe of the
words of the late great Coloa¢! Gardiser, when he once looked
upon the fpot where this adventure ‘was carried on; and O
that I may fpeak it with a becoming humility, <1 am per+
¢ fuaded it will be faid at the great day of this and that man,
¢¢ that they were brought to Gobp there.”

Another of your curfory remasks on fitld-preaching, is this
« Have not the Methodift preachers, as well as St. Athory,
¢ been attended with a_furdy fet of followers, as their guards,
¢¢ armed with clubs under their cloatbs, menacing and terri-
¢¢ fying fuch as fhould dare to fpeak lightly of their apoftle ™
You adgl, ¢¢ I have heard it often affirmed.” And. fo mighe .
the heathens have faid, that they heard it often affirmed,
& that when the primitive chriltians received the -blefled fa-
¢ crament, they killed a young child, and then fucked its
% blood.” But was that any reafon why they fhould belicve
it? Itis true ingeed, fome of the Methodift preachers have

- more
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more than ence been dttended with 'a flurdy fer of followers
armed with clubs and other weapons, not as their guards,
but oppofers, and perfecutors; and who bave not only me-
maced and terrified, but a&ually abufed and beat many of
thofe, who came to hear him, whom you, I fuppofe, would
call their apeftle. Both Methodift preachers and Methodift
hearers too, for want of better arguments, have often fel the
weight of fuch irrefiflible power, which, lierally [peaking,
bath ftruck mary of them dumb ; and 1 verily believe, had it
not been for fome fuperior invifible guard, muft have firuck
them dead. Thefe are all the fturdy fet of armed followers,
that the Methadifts know of. Other guards, befides thofe
. common to all chriftians, they deflire none. And. whatever
you may. unkindly infinuate, about my being aware of a tur-
buleat fpirit, a fighting enthufiafm among® them, becaufe
I faid, *Idread nothing more than the fajfc zeal of my
¢ frieads in a fuffering hour ;” I think many years experience
may canvince.the werld, that the weapons of their warfare,
like thofe of their blefled Redeemer and his apoftles, have not
been carnal : but thanks be to Gop, however you may ridi-
cule his irrefiftible power, they have, through him, been
mighty to the pulling doin of Satan’s ftrong-bolds, in many
a fturdy finner’s heast.

But to return to the church, where in reality the Me-
thodift adventures were begun. Section sth, page 15, you
tell the world, ¢ that after they had traduced the clergy, as
¢ long as they were permitted to do it, in their own churches
¢ and pulpits, in order to feduce their flocks, and colle&t a
« ﬁanng rabble, (pretty language this, Sir,) thcy fet about
<¢ this pious work of defamation more hearily in the ficlds.”
I was reading further, expeling to find your parallel. Bug
I fec it is wanting. Are the Methodifts then originals’ in
this, particular ? Or could you, among all the hiftories of your
eminent faints, find no inftances of St. Anthomy’s, St. Francis's,
and St. Ignatius’s carrying oa this pious work of defamation
in their days ? Will you fuffer me to fupply the deficiency,
by laying before you fome examples, which, though of an
carlier date, may, by unprejudiced petfons, be cfteemed as
{uitable, as any of a popith extra@ion? In the New Tefta-
ment, (a book you feem to have laxd afide, os at leaft little

adverted
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adverted to, whert writing your pamphlet) we ate informed;
That when Fobs Baptif?, ** law many of the Pbarifees and
¢ Sadducees come to his baptifm, he faid unto them, O gene+
%¢ ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the
s¢ wrath to come ?”” The fame book tells us, that St. Stepben
being full of the Hely Ghofly and within a few moments of his
death, faid to the whole Fewifh fanhedrim, ¢ Ye ftiff-necked
¢t and uncircumctfed in hearts and ears, ye do always refift
« the Holy Ghoft ; as your fathers did, fo do ye.” And out
Lorp Jesus CHrisT himfelf, the mafter of both thefe, in
one chapter denounces no lefs than thirteen woes againft the
fcribes and pharifees, whofe chief power of doing good, and
promoting the common falvation, he well knew, depended
upon their charaler, as nwch as any clergy in any age of
the church whatfoever. Not.that I would be underftood by
this to infinuate, that all which the Methodift preachers
bave fpoken againft the clergy, was {poken in the fame Spi-
Iit, or with the like divine autbority, as our Lorp, his
harbinger, and his protomartyr, fpoke. That would be car-
rying the parallel too far indeed. There is generally much,
too much feverity in our firft zeal. At leaft there was in
mine. Al 1 would therefore infer is this, that what fome
(not to fay you, Sir,) may tecrm *¢ Gall of bitternefs and
«¢ black art of calumny,” may be nothing but an honeft te-
ftimony againft .the corruptions of a degenerate church, and
may, without any degree of wickednefs, be fuppofed to
come from the ** Spirit and power given from Gob.” If we
+ deny this, not only Jfaiab, Feremiaby and almoft all the pro-.
phets, but likewife Jesus CHRrisT and his Apoftles, muft
be looked upon by us, (as I fuppofe they were by the men
in whafe day they lived) as great flanderers, and dealing
wuch in this black art of calumny and defamation,

But, if the Methodifts have been fo much to blame, for
carrying on this pious work of defamation, in the church and
their journals; will that authorife you in pra&ifing the fame
black art in your pamphlet? Give me leave (fince you have
taken that liberty with me) to gather-fome of your flowers
on this occafion,

¢« This dangerous and prefumptuous fe&t ; ftroling predi-
€ants ; itinerang enthufiafts ; methodiftical enthufiafts ;” with

many
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many other flowers of a like nature, though not of a very
fcriptural feent, may be picked off almoft every page of your
performance. Upon the review - of which, I fuppofe you
will own, that you are at leaft even with the Methodifts,
Only it muft be allowed, there is this difference ; you are tak-
ing up a trade, which they, as far as I know to the contrary,
have for fome time laid down.

And why muft you difturb the dead on this eccafion? Were
there not flowers enough to be gathered out of Mr. Wefley's
Journal and mine, without calling up Mr. Sewoard’s ghoft (as
you have in effe& done, by quoting his Journal) in order to
terrify your readers?  Good man! He has long fince entered
into his reft, and confequently cannot now anfwer for himfelf,
Permit me to fpeak a word or two in behalf of my deceafed
friend. He was certainly a ferious warm chsiftian, but (like
his fellow-traveller) in the heat of his zeal, fpoke and wrote
{ome unguarded things. ‘His and my treatment of Archbithop
Tillotfon, was by far too fevere. We condemned ‘his ftate,
when we ought only in- 2 candid :manner, (which I would do
again if called to it) to have'mentioned what we judged wrong
in his do&rines. I do not juftify it. I condemn myfelf moft
heartily, and afk pardon for it ; as, I believe, he would do,
‘was he now alive. But then, do not you ftill go on, Sir, to
Jmitate us in our faults : Let the furviving Methodifts anfwer
for themfelves i" let Seward and Tillotfon lie undifturbed. And
if you think me blameworthy (as I certainly was) to write fo
difrefpe&ful of the one; why fhould you; by making an ill-
natured quotation, rake as it were into the very athes of the
dead, only for the poor gratification of digging up a flower,
¢o blacken the memory of the other ?

But to proceed. For feveral pages, you go on imitating us
in this fame’ pious work of defamation. If you can bear to read
your own words, I will tranfcribe a few of them : fect. 6. p.17.

. ¢ But though thefe ftrolling predicants have allured fome
s¢ jtching ears, and drawn them afide by calumniating their
¢« proper paftors, they have fenfe enough to know the itch
s¢ will go off, and theiv trade not continue long, unlefs they
$¢ can produce fomething novel or uncommon; what the

¢ wandering fheep have not been ufed to in their churches. .

¢¢. Therefore they muft find out, ox rathererevive fuch pecu-
¢¢ ljarities,
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¢¢ Jiarities, a6 have formally attended enthufiifms, and are
¢ moft likely to captivate the vulgar. Hence their”—Bus
hold, Sir ;— and before you sun yourfelf quite out of breath,
I intreat you to flop a litde, whiMt I pu: te you one or two
queftions. Belicve you thofe things of the Methodifts ? [
fuppofe you, belicve them: otherwife, Why affert them fo
firongly ? How then can you put even @ perbaps to your fup-
pofition of . their ¢ fetting ‘out with a real motive of fincere -
«-piety 2 Had not you béeft alter the title of your book, or
at Jeaft make fome addition to it? - Lec it runi thus: ¢ The
¢ enthofiafm and impyiure of the Methodifts and Papifts
¢ compared.” For furely, unlefs perfons were arrived at a
very high degree of impofture, they could not purpofely (as
you feemn to infer they did) defign thefe things. _
By your leave, we will examine the evidence you produce
" in proof ef thefe bold aflertions: “ The firfk neceffary point
*¢ for drawing followers, is to put on a fanified appearance,
“ by a demute look, and preeife behaviour, ‘in difcourfe or
¢ filence, in apparel and food'; and other marks of expernat
¢ piety.” Sedl. 7. page 18, Aguin, (e&. 8, page 20. * At
¢¢ firft, the Methodifts, 23 a fBew of bamikty, made it a point
¢ not to ride, “eicher on horfeback or in a-coach, though oc-
¢ cafionally, and for comveniency-fake, they have fince
¢ thought proper to deviate from their rule.”. "Well, Siry
you fes their they are not altogether incorrigible, Let them
alone 5 and who knows but for their conveniency-fake, and
it may be from a deeper knawledge of the. world, of thems -
felves, and of ‘Gop, they may be refoimed in fome other par-
ticulars ?. .
: ¢ Upon the fimhe acmnt, you: fay, fect. 9. page ébid.
“ fine cloaths and rich farnitare fand ablolutely condemned " -
(not by me, it feems, for 1 find no quotations out of my
Journals annexed) ¢ But oh | (as a part or confequeace of
¢ this) how good and faint-like it is, to go dirty, ragged,
« and flovenly ! And how pioufly did Mr. W bitefield there:
% fore’ take care of the outward man! My spparel was
¢ mean, &c.” Set. 10. page 21+ Really, Sir, whft [ read
this part of your petformance,-I céuld mot help thiaking,
that a perfon of--your turn of mind, would have been apt to
have joined with thofe aauglity boys, who, when they faw
5 - that
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that demure, rough, hairy, flovenly enthufiat, called Elijab,
followed after him, and cried, ** Go up, thou-bald pate, go.”
Or, if you had lived in Fobn Baeptiff's time, and . feon him
come preaching in the wildernefs, with a eamsl-hair garment;
and a leathesn girdle about his Joins ; efpecially.if you bad
heard, that his meat was oply locufls and wild honey; wauld
you not have been temptedy think you, to give in your verdick
amongft thofe who (aidy: ¢ He had a devil?”. Know yoa
pot, that thefe are extremes. which. young awakened perioms
are apt to run into when urder ¢ fenfe of finy and infueaged
by what the Apoftle calls the jpirit of bindgge?. Do I mot
mention them as (uch ?  Aamd are they not-thinge which of
themlelves fall off, whan perfons are browght into the conrs
forts of religiony and. hawe received the jpinit of adepieomy
whereby they cry, Abbs, Father? But I (hell léave you ap
prefent, to make as merry as you will with th¢ fandtified ap«
pearances, and disty ragged cloaths of thefe enthuaflical Me-
thodifls. Let us pafs on ta yowr 1sth. felicn, page 22:
s¢ Of this.pature likewiley is their utser eondemsnation of aH
¢ recregiiony in every kind: and degres. Mr. Whiscfeld 1a«
¢ meats,” (indced [ do, Sir,.even nogn]l am grewn older)
¢ that in.his yeunger days he was not cenviaced of the abfo-
¢ lute unlawfulne(s of playing st cards,-and:of wading and
¢ feeing plays,” Apd if. you .are in-advanged years, and a
glergyman 100, and are not eonvisced of .the unlawfelaels of-
cards, and can find time from your other ftudics and duties of
your calliagyto (o or read fuch plays asthe genetality of ours
are, [ think you ought to lament it toe, Fer what fays oue
chyrch in. her 75th capan?  “¢ No ecclefiaftical perfons
¢ fhall at any time, other than for their homeft mecaffities,
5 tefort to any deverms or whebemfes ; neithey fhall they board

% or lodge in any fuch placet Furthermore, they-thall not
¢ give themfelves to any bafe or fervile labour, or te drinking
¢ oc rist,. {pending their. 4me idly by dey or night, playing
¢ at djce, cords, or tables, or any esher anlauful peme ; but e
 all times comvenient, they. (hall hear or read fomewhet of
- % the.Holy Scriptuses, or faall occupy shemfelves with fome
% other hopeft ﬁu&y ot exercife, always doing the things
¢« which fhall appertain to honefty, and cadesvouring to profit
“ thc chuweh of Gopy having almys i mind, that they
 ouglit
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¢ ought to'excel all others in purity of life, and fhould be
& examples to the pedple to live well and chriftianly, under
¢ pain of ecclefiaflical cenfures to be infli€ted with feverity,
¢ according to the qualities of their offences.” O when
fhall this once be'! 1. )

t In your 12th fe. page 24. you go on to rally thefeen-
thufistical Methodifts for their feeming contempt of money. And
agein, fe&. 13. page 26. you fay, ¢ Anothér bait to catch
¢¢ admirers, and very common among enthufiafts, is a reftlefs
¢ impatience and infatiable thirft of #raveliing, and undertak-
¢ ing dangerous woyages for the converfion of Mmfidels; togéther
¢ with a declared contempt of all dangers, pains, and fuffer-
¢ ings.” And then, after drawing your ufual comparifon be-
tweeen thefe. enchufiaftical Methodifts and popith:Rints, you
make this judicious remark, *.The windmill is méeed in all
¢¢ their heads.”

- Had I 2 mind to return your falfe and low wit, I might
, nply, ¢ There is a greater windmill in thire own ;" but at
prefent, 1 am too ferious to make fpert with my own deceiv-
ings. Surely,. Sir, you forget yourfelf, er you never-would
write thus at random : for is thete any thing, that the blefied
Author of our religion more recommends to his difciples, than
to ¢¢ take beed and beware of covetouinefs,” and to * take
heed, left at any time their hearts fhould-be oyercharged with
furfeiting and drunkennefs, or the cares of this life ?” What
faid St. Peter # ¢ Silver and gold have I none.” What fays
St. Paxl? ¢ But thou, O man of Gop, flee thefe things.”
And in refpod to contempt, and fufferings for the gofpel, does
not our LORD command us to expedt, to prepare for, and re-
joice in them? .Nay, does he not bid us to leap for joy, and
be exceeding.glad, ‘when we have all manner of evil fpoken
‘againft us falfely for his name’s fake ? In eobedience to this
command, did net the great Apoftle of the Gentiles declare,
that he took pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necefli-
ties, in perfecutions, .in diftrefles for CHR1sT’s fake ! Did he
not; like his Loz p,.go about doing good ! Was he not filled
with a holy reftlefs impaticnce and infatiable thirft of travel-
ling, and undertaking damgerous veyages for the converfion of
infidels ? And had he not a declared contempt of all dangers,
pains, and fuffesings, when, like a trye chriftian hego, he faid
3 to
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to his mourning friends, ¢ What mean ye to weep and break

- my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but to die alfo

. for the Lorp Jesus ?” Dare you, Sir, call the Apoftles en-
thufiafts ! Or think you all this was only a bait to catch ad-
mirers? And yet, what have you done lefs, by afferting,
that an infatiable thirft of travelling, &c. is very common
among enthufiafts? I add, among our Lorp and his Apo-
ftles alfo: and can we copy after more unexccptxonable £x-
amples ?

¢ But the Methodifts contempt of money is only a ferming
¢ contempt.” ‘That is more than you know, Here you are
again invading the divine prerogative, -The great day will
determine this. In the mean while, I would obferve to you,
that whatever can be produced out of any of my writings, to
prove that I have defired, or prayed for ill ufage, perfecutior,
martyrdom, death, &c. I retraét it with all my heart, as pro-
ceeding from the overflowings of an irregular, though well-
meant zeal. However it might be with me formerly, I now
find myfelf no ways difpofed to fay with Peter, ¢ Though
all men deny thee, yet will not I.” Alas! alas! we know
not what feathers we fhall be, when tofled in the wind of
temptation !  Sufferings for the caufe and crofs of CarisT,
will come faft enough of themfelves, without our praying for
them. But fhould the Methodifts be called even to die for
the caufe in which they are embarked, as I am verily per:
fuaded it is the caufe of Gop, fo I doubt not but fuffering
grace will be given for fuffering times, and the Spirit of
ChrisT and of glory will reft upon the fufferers fouls.

But it is time to follow you to your 14th fec. page 31.
¢t The pious cruelty of corpsral feverities, or mortification by
¢ tormenting the fleth, is another common method of gain-
¢ ing a reputation for fanétity. Such as long and rigorous
¢ faftings, gafhing and flaying the body with fcourges,
¢ armed with rowels and fharp’ tags, and rolling naked in
¢ thorns and thiftles.” But thefe laft particulars, you fav,
#¢ Our own difciplinarians cannot, in any tolerable meafure,
¢¢ pretend to come up to.” - What occafion was there then
for mentioning them ? Ohnly to caft a popular ediutn upon
*thefe enthufiaftical Methodifts.” Hoc ¢ #rugo mera.” ¢ How-
# cver, fomething of this kind we have from their own rela-

. ¢ tion.”

i
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« tion.” And fomething of this kind we bave in the Evans”
gelift’s relation of the life of JEsus of Nezareth; who, as we
are informed, before he came out into his public miniftry,
underwent a long and rigorous fafting, even of forty days and
Jorty nights. And fomething of this kind we have in the re«
lation that difciplinatian the Apoftle Pau/ gives of himfelf y

~ for be tells us he was in faftings often. It is true he does con-

demn (as you obferve, p. 33.) that Zewlia seud]os, the not
fparing of the body, as ufelefs and fuperftitious, when done
in order to recommend us to the favour of Gob, or put in
the place, or joined with the merits of Jesus CurisT. Yet
¢lfewhere, he informs us, that he made it his common praQice
to keep bis body under, (vrewid{a) and brmg it into fubjecs
tion : and think you all this was only to ¢ gain a reputation
« for fan@ity 2 If you will believe himfelf, it was for a
nobler and more important end, ¢¢ Left while he preached to
s¢ others, he himfelf thould be a caft-away.” And how do
you knew but thefe Methodifts might, at their firfk. fetting
out, have uicd, and even now may ufe abftinence for the fame
purpofe?  Nay, that this véry mative led themi into fome ex-
tremes in it, which bowever muft be efteemed an error of the
right fide? Why will you ftill perfit in taking the keys out
of the-hands of Omnificnce, and prefumptuoufly judge the
intentions of people’s hearts 2 If we had 2 mind to imitate
you in this rath way of judging, might not we fufpe&, (as
your pamphlet came out in that feafon) that in order ta
wound our church govarnors through the, fides of the Metho-
difts, you intended this part of yeyr pamph!et as 2 burlefque
upon them, for enjoining fuch a dong and rigerous. fgﬂmg, as
that of forty days, commonly called Lens ?

I fhould now proceed, in order, to the examination of your
15th, 16th, and 17th feclions; but as thefe, together with the
the 1gth, wholly refer to Mr. #efley, I fhall leave you to his
correion, if he thinks proper to take you in band. However;’
there is fomething fo extraordinary in your 17th felion; that;
1 think, it calls for a curfory remark. ¢ But, previous to
¢ this elevated ftate, that we may not wander too far from
¢ the faints progrefs, comes their ¢onverfion; which, as ans
¢ other inftance of fanatical peculiarities, they reprefent as
¢ fudden and inflantancous.” Inﬁantaneoua converfion, a

fanatital

-
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fanatical peculiarity ! 1 prefume inftantaneous regerieratiofi
muft be a fanatical peculiarity alfo. What then becomes of
that Diana of the prefent age; baptifmal regeneration ? Which
muft be inftantaneoils, and thit-alwdys tod, if every child id
feally regenerated when baptized ?

But this only by the by, In your i8th feGtion; page 43:
you seturn to me; < After thefe fudden tonverfims, ufually
¢¢ they receive their affdrances of falvation ; and thefe (as alfd
¢¢ the proofs of their converfion) are certainly known, licardy
¢¢ feen or felty they can afcertain the particulir time and
¢ place of their receiving them § as fo rany feals of the Spi<
“ rit.”” Thefe you call; page 44. ¢ Prefuhpluoui imaginas
S tions.” Ts affurance of faith then, int your opinion; a pre- -
fumptuous imagination ? For you not only ridicule the Med
thodifts way of expreffing it, which in feveral tefpects may
have been unguarded ; nor are you content with afferting,
that fome who really had not this affurance; have prefumptu-
oufly imagined they had it; which we readily grant ; for there
is counterfeit as well as current coih : but you feem to exs
plode the thing itfelf. And yet you intend in this pamphletg
to draw a paralle/ between the Methodifts and Papifts. Could
you give a greater proof of your {ymbolizing with the Papifts
yourfflf?  Or need you be informed, that one gtand asticle
of the council of Trent is this, ¢ That thete is no futh thing
¢¢ as a perfon’s knowing that his fins are forgiven hith, of bes
¢ ing affured of his falvation ;” and that with good redfon :
for if there be fuch a thing as being affured of the forgivenefs
of our fins by the internal teftimony, whether mediate ot im-
mediate, of the Spirit of Gop; and if a petfon ought to be
fatisfied only with that, then how could the people be brough¢
to believe in, and truft to the mere external wverdal abfolution of
a prief? Our church, on the contrary; in one of hei homi-
lies, fays, that a true faith ¢ is a fure truft and confidence
% in Gop, that by the merits of CHr1sT, his fins are for=
¢ given, and he reconciled to the favour of Gon.” And
that the Scriptures every where promife to believers, a fare
and internal witnefs from the Spirit of Gop, to witnefs with
their fpirits that they are his children, is fo evident, that he
who runs may read: What fays our Lorp ? ¢ He that bes
lieveth in me, out of his belly fhall flow rivets of living water.”
- Vor. 1V, Q This
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*Fhis fpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
fhould receive.” WWhat fays St. Paul? ¢ Becaufe ye are fons,
¢ Gop hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
¢ crying, Abba, Father, The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs
¢ with our Spirit, that we are the children of Gob.” Saith
another, ¢¢ He that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf.”
And a third exhorts all ¢ to give diligence to make their -
calling and ele&tion fure.” Art thou a mafter in frael, a pro-
teftant minifter, and a minifter of the Church of England, and
“knoweft not thefe things ?

But to come nearer to a clofe. Your 20th feéion is in-
troduced thus: ¢ And where will thefe bold enthufiafts fop #»
I anfwer for one, in order to relicve both myfelf and you, even
bere, Sir.  And without giving you the trouble of taking a
flight after us to heaven, from whence, you fay, page 48.
¢ Thefe methodiftical enthufiafts have taken the facred light
¢ and fire, in order to compafs effetually their own, and
¢¢ others delufion,” I will freely and readily acknowledge,
that you and others have had too much occafion for refleion,
by feveral things that have been untwarily dropped up and down
"in my Journals.

Thefe, you inform us in your preface, are what you have
chicfly confulted. In this you have a&ed wifely enough for
your purpofe; though whether candidly or not, I will leave
you and the world to judge, fince there were later writings
of mine, which might as eafily have been procured. My
Journals were fome of my moft early performances, wrote too
in the very heights of my firft popularity (which is apt to make
the ftrongeft head run giddy) in the midft of which, .perfons
very often do things, which after-experience and riper judg-
ment teach them to corre& and amend.

This is true, however, in refpe& to myfelf ; and, to con-
vince you that this is the real language of my heart, and not
extorted from me by your pamphlet, I will lay before you an
extralt of a letter written by me to a worthy friend in Soutb-
Carolina, in my late return from Bermudas, and publifhed,
with very little alteration, in Scotland months ago *.

‘e Vide the Letter at full length, vol. ii, p. 143.
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On board the Brigg Beifey, Fune 24, 1748,
& Reverend Sir,

——YESTERDAY I made an end of revifing all my
Journals. Blefled be Gop for letting me have leifure
to do it. I purpofe to have a new edition before I fee America, -
Alas! alas! in how many things have I Judged, and ated
wrong ! I have been too rath and hafty in giving charalters
both of places and perfons. Being fond of feripture lan-
guage, I have often ufed a ftyle too apoftolical, and at the
fame time I have been too bitter in my zeal, wild-fire has
been mixed with it; and I find that I have frequcntly written
and fpoken too much in my own fpirit, when I thought I was
writing and fpeaking entirely by the affiftance of the Spirit
of Gob. I have likewife too much made impreflions, with=
out the written word, my rule of a&ing; and too foon, ond
too explicitly, publifhed what had better been kept in longer,
. or left to have been told after my death. By thefe things, I
have given fome wrong touches to Gop’s ark, hurt the bleffed
cauk I would defend, and flirred up needlefs oppofition. This
has humbled me much fince I have been on board, and made
me think of a faying of Mr. Henry’s, ¢ Fofeph had more bonefly
¢¢ than he had policy, or he never would have told his dreams.”
Ag the fame time, I cannot but blefs, and praife, and mag-
. ify that good and gracious Gop, who imparted to me fo
much of his holy fire, and carried me, 2 poor weak youth,
through fuch a torrent both of popularity and contempt, and
fet fo many feals to my unworthy miniftrations. I blefs him
for ripening my judgment a little more, for giving me to fee,
confefs, and I hope in fomeé degree to correé and amend fome
of its miftakes. I thank Gob for giving me grace to embark
in fuch a blefled caufe, and pray him to give me ftrength to
hold on, and increafe in zeal and love to the end. Thus,
dear Sir, I have unburdencd my heart to you. I look upon
you to be my Fidus Achates, arid therefore deal thus frecly.
Jf I have time and freedom before we land, I think to begin
and write a fhart account of what has happened for thefe feven
years laft paft; and when I get on fhore, Gop willing, L

purpofe to revile and corre& the firft part of my life.”
Qa2 “This

»
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This I am now about, and when finithed, thall fend it
into the world, I bope in a more unexceptionable drefs;
thaugh I am fully fatisfied before-hand, that write or fpeak
of the things of Gob as unexceptionably as may be, they will
be always efteemed foolithnefs by the natural man, becaufe
they can only be fpiritually difcerned. However, the way of
duty is the way of fafety. Let me but be found in that,
and'I can then chearfully leave the confcquenccs with Gob.
In the mean while; I thank you, Sir, for pointing out to me
a very wrong exprefion in the laft part of my life. My words
are thefe; < I could no longer walk on foot as ufual; but
¢¢ was conftrained to go in a coach, to avoid the Hofanna's of

" ¢¢ the multitude.” Your remark runs thus, fe&. 8. page 20.

<< Very profane, unlefs it be a falfe print for buzza’s.” I could
with it had been fo; but the word was my own; and though
no: intended to convey a profame idea, was very wrong and
unguarded, and I defire may be buried in oblivion, unlefs you,
or fome other kind perfon, are pleafed to remind me of it,
in order to lay me low before Gop and man.

A review of all this, together with my having dropped fome
too ftrong expreflions concerning abfolute reprobation ;"and more
efpecially, my mentioning Mr. #efley’s cafting a lot on a pri- .
vate occafion, known only to Gop and ourfelves, have put
me to great pain. Speaking of this lat, you fay, page 75.
¢ A more judicious fentiment, perhaps, never drapt from Mr.
¢ Whitefield’s pen.” 1 believe, Sir, the advice given was right
and good; but then it was wrong in me to publith a private
tranfalion to the world; and very ill judged, to think the
glory of Gobp could be promoted by unneceflarily expofing

_my friend. For this I have afked both Gop and him pardan

years ago. And though I believe both have forgiven me,
yet I believe I fhall never be able to forgive myfelf. As it
was a public fault, I think it fhould be publicly acknowledged;
and I thank a kind providence for giving me this opportunity
of doing it.

As for the letters, out of which you, and the author of the
¢¢ Obfervations on the condu& and behaviour of the Methe-
difls,” have taken fo many extralls, I acknowledge that many
things in them were very exceptionable, though good in the

main ;
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Imn and therefore they have been fupprefled fome time.
Cqﬁmg lots, 1 d6 not now approve of, nor have I for feveral
years; neither do I think it a fafe way (though practifed, I
doubt not, by many good men) to make a lottery of the ferips
tures, by dipping into them upon every occafion. _

- And now, Sir, I am fomewhat prepared to hear what fol-.
lows in your 48th page. ¢ Nothing lefs than infpiratiodsy
¢ revelatians, slluminations, and all the extraordinary and im-
< mediate actions of all the perfons in the facred Trimity, will
¢¢ ferve their turn. So that now every flath of zeal and deve-
¢ tion ; every wild pretenfion, {cheme, tenet, and over-bear-
“ing diQate; impulfes, impreffions, feelings, impetuous
¢ tranfports and raptures; intoxicating vapours, and fumes
% of imagination; phantoms of a crazy brain, &c. all are
¢¢ afcribed, with an amazing prefumption, to the extraordi-
“ nary interpofition of heaven fetting its feal to their mif-
¢ fion.”

Judge you now, Sir, whether I am one of thofe, of whom
you are pleafed to fpeak thus, page 49 In fhort, what-
¢ ever they think, fay, or do, is from Gop; and whatever
¢ oppofeth, and ftands in thieir way; is from the Devil.” No,
Sir, my miftakes have becn too many, and my blunders too
frequem, to make me fet up for infallibility. I came foon
into the world; I have carried high fail, whilft running
through a whole torrent of populanty and contempt ; and, by
this means, have fometimes been in danger of overfetting.
But many and frequent as my miftakes have been, or may be,
as I have no part to a&, if Iknow any thing of my heart,
but to promote Gob’s glory, and the good of fouls, as foon
as I am made fenfible of them, they fhall be publicly acknow-

" ledged and retracted.

At the fame time, I fhould lie againft reafon, fcripture, and
above fourteen years experience, if I denied, that Gop has
been pleafed, from time to time, to vouchfafe me comfortable
affiflance and fupports; or that a great and glorious work (if
the converfion of fouls may be termed fo) has been begun, and
is now carrying on in thefe, and feveral other parts of the
world, by the infirumentality of thofe whom )ou flile enthu-
ﬁa{hcal Methodifts.

Q3 Indeed,
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Indeed, the ingenioas author of the ¢ Confidérations upon
¢ the converfion and apoftlethip of St. Paul,” {peaking of the
enthufiafm that appears not only in the lives of fome enthu-
fiaftica) heretics, but even fome of the methodifts now, ven-
tures to fay, that ¢ all the divine communications, illumina-
¢ tions, and extacies to which they have pretended, evidently
¢ fprung from much felf-conceit, working together with the
¢ vapours of melancholy upon'a warm imagination.” That:
the mentioning thefe divine communications fo freely to the
world, might be mixed with fome degrees of unobferved vani-
ty, or want of caution, may be probable. But roundly to
affert, that all their communications were only pretended, and
fprung from no other fources but felf-concat, vapours of me-'
lancholy, and a warm imagination, is I think unbecoming f»
young a convert as that author, is a blemith to his pesformance,
and a miftake which, I truft, he himfelf will be happily con-
vinced of, when he comes to experience more of the power
of that Redeemer’s refurrection, which the Apoftle, of whofe
converfion he in the main fo exccllently ereats, longed fo
much to know.

Without running fuch lengths in judging others, or need-
Jefsly fearing to be accounted enthufiafts or methoohﬁs our-
felves; when writing in defence of chriftianity, I think we
may rationally allow, that there may be much light and
afliftance given from Gop, though at the fame time fome-
thing of our own imaginations may poffibly be blended with
K. '

This I take to be true with refpe@ to the Methodifts,
That imagination has mixed itfelf with the work, cannot be.
denied ; and is no more than what muft neceflarily be expeQ-
ed; for whoever faw fire without fome fmoke? but that the
work itfelf is of Gop; and as good Bithop Latimer faid, when
the panifts laid a lighted faggot at Dr. Ridley's feet, fo we
may venture to affirm, ¢ a candle is lighted in England
(throush the inftrumentality of the Methedifts,) which will
not cafily be put out.” ,

The doétrines which they chicfly infift upon, are the great
dodlrines of the reiormation : ¢ That man is very far gone
¢ from original righteoufnefs, ‘That he cannot turn and pre-

3 & pare
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¢t pare himfelf by his own natural ftrength and -good works
< to faith and calling upon Gop. That we are accounted
¢ righteous before Gop, only for the merit of our Lorp and
¢ Saviour Jesus CHRisT, by faith, and not for our-own
¢ works or defervings. That albeit good works, which are
¢ fruits of faith, and follow after juftification, cannot put
¢¢ away our fins, and endure the feverity of Gop’s judgment;
¢¢ yet are they pleafing and acceptable to Gop in CHrisT,
¢ and do fpring out neceflarily of a true and lively faith;
¢ infomuch that by them a lively faith may be evidently
¢ known, as a trec is difcerned by its fruits.,” Thefe are
dodtrines as diametrically oppofite to the church of Rome, as
light ‘to darknefs. They are- the very do&rines, for which
Ridley, Latimer, Cranmer, and fo many of our firft reformers
were burned at the ftake. And I will venture to fay, are
doétrines which, when attended with a divine energy, and
preached with power, ‘¢ without taking to their afliftance the
¢¢ feveral arts of management and craft,” always have, and a'-
ways will, maugre all oppofition, make their way through the
world, however weak the inftruments that deliver them may
be, and whatever offences and divifions about fome non-¢/ftn-

. #ials may arife among themfelves.
‘Thefe are things which always did, and always will happen
in the pureft ages of the church. Paul and Barnabas were
" permitted not only to fall out, but to feparate from each other,
merely on account of a difpute that arofe about taking with
them one Fobn, whofe furname was Muré. And yet this was
over-ruled for the furtherance of the gofpel. There was an
inceftuous perfon in the church of Corinth, when under even a
truly apoftolical infpe@ion. And to what heights the conten-
tions arofe between Luther, Calvin, and Zwinglius, at the firft
dawnings of the reformation, about predeftination and the
facrament; and that of Bithop Cranmer, Ridley, and Hooper,
many years after, about the veftments, is too notorious to be
mentioned. It muft needs be, that fuch offences come, whilft
good men carry about with them the remainders of indwelling
fin, prejudices of education, blindnefs in their undetftandings,
and have an artful enemy always near at hand, and always ready
to blow up the coals of contention, in order to raife a fmoke,

Q¢ whereby
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whereby he may blacken or blemifh the work of Gop. The.
blefled Jesus wifely permits fuch things, to cure us of fpiritual
pride, to remind us of the neceflity of looking to himfelf, ta
teach us to ceafe from man, by convyincing us, that the beft
of men are byt men at the beft, to inure yj to long-fuﬂ'ering
and forbcarancc one towards another, to excite in us a more
eager defire after heavcn, where thefe dnfordets wxll be at an
end, and for a more "glorious difplay of his infinjte wifdom
and power at the day of jydgment; when he will conyjnce the
wondering world that in fpite of aJl the fubdlety, malice, and
rage of his enemies, togethcr with the weaknefles, blindneffes,
and jarrings of his friends, he has fully accomplithed thag
glonqus work, for which he came to fhed his blood; ‘1 mean
the renewal of a multitude of fouls, which no man can
number, put of every nation, lapguage, and tongue, by
making them partakers of his righteoufnefs, and, through the
powerful operations of his blefled Spirit, bnngmg them back
to, ang re-inftamping upon them that divine image, in ‘which
they were originally created.

To awaken a drowfly world to a fenfe of thls, to roufe them
out of their formahty, as well as profanencfs, and put them
upon feeking after a prefent and great falvation, to point out
to them a glorious reft, which not only remains for the people
of Gop hexeafter, but wht;h by a living faith the very chief
of finners may enter into even here, and without which the
moft blazing profeffion is nothing worth is, as far as I know,
the one thing, the grand and common point, in which all the
Methodnﬂs eudcavours do center.

This is what fome of all denominations want to be reminded
of ; and to ftir them up to feek after the life and power of god-
linefs, that they may be chn{hans not only in word and profef-
fion, but in fpirit and in truth, is, and, through Jesus CHR1sT
ﬁrengthemng me, fhall be the one fole bufinefs of my life,
*¢ As for all thofe (as one expreffes it) who are for cllppmg
¢¢ the wings of the myftic dove, and for conﬁnmg the power
¢¢ and Spirit of Gop within the bounds of buman ¢fiablifbments,
¢¢ T am well aware of what oppofition I muft commuc to meet
¢ with from that quarter. But blefled be Gop, there are
¢ fome few amongf us that arc men of greater latitude, who

“ cm




[ 249 ]

#¢ can think, and dare fpeak, more worthily of Gon's fove.
¢¢ reignty, and acknowledge a work to be his, though it be
t¢ not according to the exalt meafure of canonical fitnefs.”
Amongft thefe, I fhall be fure to find hearty friends and well-
withers. And if by others of more confined principles, I am
for this accounted an enthufiaft, papift, or any thing elfe, they
or you are very welcome to canfer that, or any other title,
wpon, Sir,

¥our very humble fervant,
G W,

AN
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AN

" Expoftulatory Letter, &c.

London, April 24, 1753.

My Lord, ,

LTHOUGH I am perfuaded, that nothing hath a
greater tendency to ftrengthen the hands of infidels,
than too frequent altercations between the profeflors of
chriftianity ; yet there are certain occafions, wherein the ne-
ceflary defence of the principles of our holy religion, as well
as the praice of it, renders public remonftrances of the
greateft ufe and importance. The facred pages afford us
many examples of this nature, When AJarow was prevailed
on by the fraclites, to make a golden calf, and offer facrifice
to it, what an holy indignation did Mofes exprefs againft him
and them? When Peter and Barnabas were carried away
with the diffimulation of the Fews, how openly did the Apo-"
ftle Paul withftand them to the face, and reprove them before
all, < Becaufe they were to be blamed?” And when this
fame Apoftle faw the churches of Corinth and Galatia in dan-
ger of being drawn away from the fimplicity of the gofpel,
what a fervent teftimony did he bear againft the authors and
abettors of fuch a deftruétive fcheme ?

I mention thefe inftances, my Lord, becaufe I hope they
will ferve as a fufficient apology for my troubling your Lord-
fhip with this letter. For thefe many years paft, have I been
a filent, and I truft I can fay, an impartial obferver of the
progrefs and effe®s of Moravianifm, both in England and
America ; but fuch fhocking things have been lately brought
10 our ears, and offences have {welled to fuch an enormous bulk,
that a real regard for my king and my country, and, if [ am
not greatly miftaken, a difinterefted love for the ever-blefled
Jrsus, that King of kings, and the church which he hath

2 g purchafed
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purchafed with his own blood, will not fuffer me to be filent
any longer.

Pardon me, therefore, my Lord, if at length, though with
great regret, as the Searcher of hearts knows, I am con-
ftrained to -inform your Lordfhip, that you, together with
fome of your leading brethren, have been unhappily inftrumen-
tal in mifguiding many real, fimple, honeft-hearted chriftians ;
of diftreffing, if not totaly ruining numerous families, and in-
troducing a whole farrago of fupcrftitious, not to fay idolatrous
Jopperies, into the Engli/b mation.

For my own part, my Lord, notwithftanding the folio that
was publithed (I prefume under your Lordthip's diredion)
about three years ago, I am as much at a lofs as ever, to krow
what were the principles and ufages of the ancient Moravian
church ; but if fhe was originally attired in the fame garb, in
which fhe hath appeared of late amongft many true-hearted
though deluded proteftants, fhe is not that fimple, apoftolical
church the Englifb brethren were made to believe about twelvé
years ago. Sure I am, that we can find no traces of many of
her prefent pradtices in the yei more ancient, I mean the pri-
mitive churches, and which we all know were really under an
immediate and truly apoftolical mfpc&:on.

Will your Lordfhip be pleafed to give me leave to defcend
to a few particulars? Pray, my Lord, what inftances have
we of the firft chriftians walking round the graves of their
.deceafed friends on Eaffer-day, attended with hautboys, trum-
pets, french-horns, violins, and other kinds of mufical inftru-
ments ? Or where have we the leaft mention made of pictures
of particular perfons being brought into the firft chriftian af
femblies, and of candles being placed behind them, in order
to give a tranfparent view of the figures? Where was it ever
known, that the picture of the Apoftle Paul, reprefenting
him handing a gentleman and lady up,to the fide of Jesus
CHRIsT, was ever introduced into the primitive love-feafts ! -
Or do we ever hear, my Lord, of incenfe, or fomething like
it, being burnt for him, in order to perfume the room before
he made his entrance among the brethren 7 Or can it be fup-
pofed that he, who, together with Barnabas, fo eagerly repelled
the Lycaonians, when they brought oxen and garlands in order
to facrifice unto them, would ever have fuffered fuch things to

: be
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be done for him, without expreffing his abhorrence and de-

teftation of them? And yet your Lordfhip knows both thefe

have becn done for you, and fuffered by you, without your
having thewn, as far as I can hear, the leaft diflike .
Again, my Lord, I'beg leave to enquire, whether we hear
any thing in fcripture of eldrefles or’deaconefles of the apo-
flolical churches feating themfelves before a table, covered
with artificial flowers, and againft that, a little altar furrounded
with wax tapers, on which ftood a crofs, compofed cither of
mock or real diamonds, or other glittering ftones ¢ And yet
" your Lordfhip muft be fenfible this was done in Fetter-lane
chapel, for Mrs, Hannab Nitfchman, the prefent general eldrefs
of your congregation, with this addition, that all the fifters
were feated, cloathed in white, and with German  caps ; the
organ alfo illuminated with three pyramids of wax tapers,
each of which was tied with a red ribbon ; and over the head
of the general Eldrefs, was placed her own picture, and over

that (borrefeco referens) the picture of the Son of Gon. A

goodly fight this, ‘my Lord, for a company of Englih pro-
teftants to behold ! Alas! to what a long feries of childith
and fuperftitious devotions, and unfcriptural impofitions, muft
they bave been habituated, before they could fit filent and
tame fpeétators of fuch an antichriftian fcene. Surely, had
Gideon, though but an Old Teftament faint, been prefent, he
would have rifen and pulled down this, as he formerly did his
father’s altar.  Or had even that meek man Mofes been there,
I cannot help thinking, but he would have addrefled your
Lordthip, partly at leaft, in the words with which he addreffed
“his brother Aaron, ¢ What did this people unto thee, that

® I might here take notice of the married women's being ordered to
wear blue knots, the fingle women pink, and thofe that are juft mar-
riageable, pink and white ; the widows that are pa@ child-bearing, to
wear white, and thofe that are not fo, blue and white knots ; and alfo
of the epifcopal kiot of Mrs. Hannab Nitfchman, (who is, I am informed,
the prefent general Eldrefs of the congregation) which is fometimes of
a purple, and fometimes of a rofe colour. Thefe, with many other
fanciful things, might be confidered ; but my mind at prefent is too full
of concern to dwell upon any thing but what more immediately firikes
at the welfare of fociety, and what hath a ftill more fatal tendency to
draw away unwary fouls from the fimplicity of the gofpel. Would o

God I could with a fafe confcience be exculed even from this!
' ¢¢ thou
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¢ thou haft introduced fuch fuperflitious cuftoms among
« thesn ® ?”

But this is not all : I have another queftion to propofe to
your Lordthip. Pray, my Lord, did any of the Apefles or
feaders of the primitive churches, ever ufurp an authority,
not only over people’s eonfciences, but their properties alfo ?
Or draw in the members of their refpelive congregations to
difpofe of whole patrimonies at once, or to be bound for
" thoufands of pounds more than they well knew they were
worth? And yet your Lordfhip knows this has been
done again and again, in order to ferve the purpofes of thé¢
brethren for feveral years laft paft ; and that too, at, or very
near the time, when, in order to procure an a in their favout
to go abroad, (which now appears to be rather a fcheme to
fettle at home) 'they boafted to an Engl’/b parliament, how
ymnienfely rich they were §.

. Yout

® A like feene to this was exhibited by the fingle brethren, in a room
of their houfe at Hafton Garden. One of them, who helped to furniflt
it, gave me the following account. ‘The floor was covered with fand
and mofs, and in the middle of it, was paved a ‘tar of different co<
loured pebbles, upon that was placed a gilded dove, which fpouted water
out of its mouth into a veflel prepared for its receprion, which was cu-
rioufly decked with artificial leaves and flags ; the room was bung with
mofs and ﬂ\ell:; the Count, his fon, and fon-in-law, in honour of
whom all this was done, with Mrs. Hannab Nitfchman, and Mr. Peter
Boebler, and fome other labourers, were prefent. Thefe were feated
under an alcove, fopported by columns made of pafieboard, and ovet
their heads was painted an oval, in imitation of marble, containing the
cyphers of Count Zingendorff's family. Upon a fide-table, was a little
altar covered with fhells, and on each fide of the altar.was a bloody
heart, out of, or near which proceeded flames. The room was illumi-
nated with wax tapers, and mulicians placed in an adjacent apartment;
while the company performed their devotions, and regaled themfelves
with fweet-meats, coffee, tea, and wine. After this the fabourers de.
parted, and the fi ng!e brethren were admitted in. 1 am told, that- mol,
if not all of thefe leading peifuns were prefent alfo at the calebration of

" Mrs, Hammb Nit ﬂ'bman s birth-day.

+ M. R:mm.r, aulic counfellor fo the late ng of Praffia, in a treasd
tifc he lately publithed, I think makes it plamly appear, that the agents
for the Moravian affairs, have mifinformed the parliament in feveral re-
fpets, and apon the whole, treated that auguft body little better than
the Gibeonitify lmbaﬂ'adors once treated ,7q/b:m, the capain of thié

Lorp'y
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Your Lotdfhip cannot but be fenfible, that at this prefent
time you ftand indebted to fundry perfons to the valie of forty
thoufand pounds fterling ; and unlets fome of your brethren
had agreed to fay fix years for about twenty thoufand pounds;
due to them ; (though after the expiration of that term, as
they have no fecurity, in all probability they will be juft
Wwhere thcy aie now} and if thie other creditors alfs, 'upont

Lond'shoft. To this I rap the reddet. it s wyitteil with gheat cadd
dour; and containt fuch inconteftable proofs of the many dangeroug
principles and praftices of the leading Sretbren, that miiR, I think, cona
Rtzin all that read it to fay, My foul, come not thou into theit fetrer;
& and to their aflembly, mine honour be ot thou unitéd.* '

I foppofe it was 4 coafcibufiefs of this, that induced Mr. Cofie, cné
of the Count's chief agents, to fuggeft té Mir. Linde fome time befors i
publication;; that it would be 4s good as three hundred pounds in his
way, if Mr. Rimins's book cduld be fupprefled; . This looks bad § but
1 think it wis #ill worft i another of the btethren rouadly to affirm; in
Order to qisiet fome who wetd diffatisfied by reading this book, that
¢ the duthbe of the sbobe-mentioned treatife; was ome that perfonated
& Mr. Rimixs, and that the whole was lies.” Now they cannot but
know; that this gentléman refides in Oxenden-fireet, and addrefled his,
book to his Grace the Lord Archblthop of Canterbiiry; by permiffioni, and
that he proves simoft every word he fays, from the brethien's own writ-
ings. ‘The above-mentiohied Brothet was pleaf¥d to add, ¢¢ that the real
& M. Rimixs was a fried, and therefore would not write again® them."
¥ anfwer, that 1 verily befieve he therefore wrote; as Gop kmows I do,
Becaufe he is & fPiend ; or to ufe Nis own words, ¢ from a fri& regard
“ to truth, juftice, and the publit good.™ Audd I think, if inflead of
adding fin to fin, by eontinuing Rill o mifguide, enflave, apd put oit
the eyes of nany of Q65 dear children; who; I am perfuaded, know ne
fnore of their feciet myfleties and intended purpofes, than thofe .who ne-
Ver heard of them at 2il, it woiild Mied a much better fpirit in the leading
brethren, either publicly to refute, or ingénuoufly confefs; and Amend
the things laid ro their clarge. This is what Gob and the world thay
Jukly require at their hands; and without this, I cannot fee how they
¢an exped any future blefling from abidve ; fince the wifeft of men hazh
told usy <« Pi¢ that covereth hig fing thall not profper, but whofo con-
$ feffeth and forfaketh them Mall have mercy.” Grant us all this mercy,
Reavenly Father, for thy dear Son's fuke |

4 1 &m not perfonally acquainted with Mr. Rimixs, }take this oppor-
thaity of iiforming him, that it is the dcfire of many, the Latin gppen-
dices may be tranflated into Englid, and the whole printed in £ finall
editlon; in order t'make ir more extenfively ufeful,

Vor. 1V, R . . eo:ﬁdcrztion
. 37 .
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gonfid¢ration of fome bonds given, and mortgages made * for
phnmpal and mtcreﬁ had not-agseed to ftay four years, for,
twenty one :hoqfand pqunck morc, many of the Englifh brc-.
thren, who, out of I know not what kind of infatuationy
have not only given theu’ All,. put have, been beund for thaus,
(qnds mose than they arg able to pay, muft eithcr have imme-
diately become bankrupts, and thereby the creditors perhaps,
not'have had a fhilling:in the -pound, o have -been obliged
to fhut up their thops, go te prifon, or be turned out into
the. wide warld,- to the mter suin of | themfelves and fa-
milies. . '

The diftrefs and an&mﬂ: of lmnd that hundreds have been
involved in.upan this very accouatyis, I. believe, unfpeak-:
able 4. - .And.the bate refleCtion upon-it, whilit I am writing,
makes my heart almo& t@ bleed .within me. Who, who, but

* The bmldmgs in %rlﬁ:re, Bdfordﬁtrl, &e. Bcﬁdn this, there are
fome thoufands due to others upan bond, and many thoufands to a par-,

- ticular gemlem:m, for which the Count has mort‘a‘cd one of the Gcr-

man lettlements ; T think itis Manmburg

4+ Since my writing this,” T have been told of a very fingular cxpech-
ent thade uft' of by Mr. Peter Boehler, one of the -brethren's bithops,
in order to ftrengthen the faith; -and to raife the drpepieg fpirits of Mr«
William Bell, who hath been unhappily drawn in (with fevesal others) to
be one of their agents. It was this : It being Mr. Bells bisth-day, he
was fent for from his houfe in Newil's-alley, Fetter-lane ; but for a while,
having had fome words with Mr. Bochler, he refufed to come; at length
he complied, and was introduced into a hall, in the fame slley, where
was placed an artificial mountain, which, upon finging a'pmncuhr verfe,
was made to fall down, and then behind it was difcoyered an illumina-
tion, reprefenting JEsus CHrisT and Mr. Bell, fitting very near, or
embracing each other ; and out of the clouds was alfo reprefented pleaty
of money falling round M. Bell and the Saviour. This fory appeared
to me fo incredible at the firft hearing, that, though I could not doubt
the veracity of the relatar, yet fearing he might be mifinformed, T fent
for him agam. and he affured me, that Mr. Bell told this fory himfelf
fome time ago in company, and a pelfon of goad reputation of that com-

- pany related it to an acquaintance of mine, May Gop grant him and

all others who have been undefignedly. conccrned, a more fure and fable
prop. for their faith, even his own word, in which he caufes his people
to truft ! then, and not till then, even upon the greateft emergency,
they may without any fanciful reprefentations, boldly fay, « Who art
4 thou, O great mountain ? before the LoRD JEsUS, our all conquess
¢ ing Zerubbabel, thou fhalt become a plain,™

| S themfelves,
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fisérmlelvés, iy Lotd, can-tell the late gerplexity of eheid
minds, who have beer already arrelfted, or obliged to breal
off their refpeQive partnérthips? -Or what words ¢an éxprefd
the great concern, which Mr. Fréeman and Mr. Thomas Gracé
muft have been neceflarily under, when they fodnd that blils
had been drawn:in tHeéir- name, unRnown’ to thety; to the
value of forty-eight thoufand poundsi ® - And how pitiable;
my Lord, oft the prefetit cireumftances' of yourg Mr.
Rbades be, who, to flop 4 little of the above-ntfentidned gap;
was prevailed on, (your Lordfhip kvows by whom;) about
eighteeit moriths ago, to fell Liis eftate of above four bxmdred
pounds a year, and went or was fent off very lately, as B
am affured, to Frante, (leaving a defhitute thother behind’him)
and only with twenty-five pounds, for the payirient of which
he left his watch, bureau, Horfe and faddie ? £ -

Thefe are but a few inftances, my Lotrd, amomgft tany;
indeed too too many, thdt might be given. The brethren’s
agents, and thofe concerned with them, can beft tell what
horrid equivocations, untruths and low artifices have been
ufed, to procure roney, at high interef, whercver it was
to be had, in order to keep up tlie brethren's credit; and in
that poor lame manner, it hath beenkept up for a confidersble

® T¥is Mr.'Grace told me hintfelf itf public ¢ompany; he dnd My,
Freeman do live in Tbrogmorton-fireet,
+ The cafe of this Mr. Rbodes is very fingular.  He was of mean birth
and occupation, but upon the unexpeéted falling of many lives, became
_ fuddenly poflefled of an eftate of above four hundred poundsa year ; and
fo ferve the brethren, after many importunitiés; He waé induced to dif~
poleof it. Mr. Lee the banker purchafed it, and Neflrs. Freemian and
Grace received fix thoufand pounds of the money towards what was due
to them : befides this, Mr. Rbodes was bound for many thoufands mores
This made him very uneafy, and fearmg the confequence, he one after~
noon, about ten weeks ago, ftole an interview with two fingle brethren;
4nd befeeclied thém, for CuxisT's fake, €0 let him have iwenfy’ﬁv'e'
pounds, for the payment of which he lefe them His watch, buresis, borfe
and faddle. He them took his leave; faying, in-all probadilitg he thould
siever fee chem any mrore, and hating nothing to fpare to' leave bebind
for his poor mother, (who I hear is fince dead) was content to fend her
a few parting lines: fince he has beén gone, the horfe, watch, bureau
and (addle were fold for twenty-feven pounds three fhillings ;. fo that thé
young man has the balance in bank. Gop grant, that this may proye
the laft pcrﬁm that may be impofed on in this way ¥

H Ra . . ﬁgie.'
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time, -Was the whole fcene to be opened, 1 believe _
ane wauld be of opjaion, that fuch an ecclefiaftical projed,
never was heard of before, in any part of his Majefty’s domi-
nions,

Qf this, my Losd, tthmLExcbagc bath long fince.
rung ;. and if the ame part hath been alted abroad, * how
maqy families muft have been ruined there, and how many
more may be yet ruined, in order to fll up the prefent
Englifb cbafm ; and confequently, what loads of guilt muft
meeds lie at the door of fomebody ? Surely, the Lorp of all
Lords, whofe eyes are like a flame of fire, and who requires
sruth in the inward parts, will one day or other vifit for thefe
things, by bringing to light the hidden things of darknefs,
and thereby making manifeft the counfels of the heart.

Ineed not inform your Lordfhip, that Babels are generally
fuffered to be built pretty high, before Gop comes down to
<confound the language of the builders. If knaves are employed
(as commonly they are) Gob’s honour is concerned to dif-
cover them. And if any of his own children are undeﬁgnedly
drawn in, (which is frequently the cafe) he, who hath pro-
mifed ot to fuffer them to be tempted above what they are
able to bear, will in mercy, fome way or other, rebuke the
tempter, and make a way for them to efcape. It is true,
this, in public concerns, may fometimes expofe them to a
little worldly contempt, and for a while they may feem-
ingly be cruthed under the rubbifh of the fallen fabric, but
even this fhall work together for their good ; and happy will
it be for them, if after all, they at length learn this impos-
tant leflon, ¢ That it is dangcrous, upon any pretence what-
<< foever, to go’from the wristen word, or give up their
¢ confciences to the guidance of any man, or body of men
¢ under heaven.” This, your Lordfhip well knows, is what
weak and unftable fouls are too apt to do; and artful and
defigning men, who are fond of power, efpecially if natue
rally they are of an ambitious turn of mind, eafily catch
at the pleafing bait. -But honefty, my Lord, will be found

* It appears too plain from Mr. Rimins that this hath been the cafei
And no wonder, fince he quotes this affertion of.the Count’s from his own
writiags, ¢ The ceconomifts of the fociety may fay to » young rich
* man, cither give us all thou haft, or get thee gone,”

3 . e
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to be the beft policy after all; and therefore, Gop forbid
that any who call themfelves the followers of the Lamb,
fhould glory in any thing fave the crofs of CHrisT.

At prefent, I fhall add no more, but earneftly fay amen,
to that part of the brethren’s litany, however exceptionable
in other refpects, ¢ From untimely projefts,-and from un-
¢ happily becoming great, keep us our good Lorp and
Gob!” AndI as heartily pray, that the glorious Jesus may
profper all that is right, and give grace to corre&t and
amend all that is wrong, among all his people of all de-
nominations. I fubfcrihe myfelf, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip's meft obedicnt humble fervant,

GEorRGE WHITEFIELD.

~
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Asﬂoar‘
ADDRESS &

Men, Brethren, and Fathers,

HOU GH fo many alarming wirnings, pathetic exhor-
tations, and fuitable direions, have already been givea

~ both from the prefs and pulpit, by way of preparatives to our
late public day of humiliation ; yet fhould one, who is lefs
than the leaft of all his brethren, now that folemnity is over,
prefume to trouble his dear countrymen with a fbort addrefs,
by way of fupplement to what bath already been offered ; it
is to be hoped, none will be fo unkind. as to Jook upon it as,
altogether fuperfluous and needlefs, much lefs, be fo unge-
nerous as to cenfure it as proceeding from the pride and,
naughtinefs of his heart. But thould this be the cafe, I fhall
make no other apology (as I think there needs no other) than
that which David the youngeft of the fons of Fe/ff made long
ago vpon a like accafion, ¢ Is there not 2 caufe ?” .
An infulting, enraged, and perfidious enemy is now ad-
vancing nearer and nearer to the Britih barders. Not con~
tent with invading and ravaging our rightful Sovereign King
Gerge’s dominions in Americs, our popith adverfaries have
now the ambition to attempt, at leaft to threaten, an invafion
of England itfelf; hoping, no doubt, thereby, not only to.
throw us into confufion at home, but alfo to divert us from
more effeQually defeating their malicious defigns abroad. That
fuch a defign (however chimerical it may feem) is now ac-
tually on foot, the ropal proclamation lately iffued forth, renders
indifputable. Which proclamation, as it plainly beipeaks bis
Majefty’s paternal care, doth at the fame time loudly call upon
all his faithful and loving fubjes, nat only to ftand upon.

their guard, but alfo to exert their utmoft cfforts, jn depend-
) ’ ance
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ance on divine prote&ion, to prevent and render abortive fuch
an unjuft and daring enterprize. -

Blefed be Gop.] as a profefling, though finful people, we
have lately taken oueﬁ'e&ull‘ﬁep towards bringing about
fuch a falutary end,

In obedience to a call from the throne, we have been
humblmg aurfelves in. the moft pubhoand folemn mgnner pe-
fove- the moft high Gon. And it is to be -hopedy-that- the
many tears which were that day fhed, and the thoufands and
thoufands of prayess that were then offered up, have long fincé
been regarded by, and entered into the ears of the L.orp of
Sabbaoth, Infidels may perhaps laugh, and make themfelves
merry with fuch an infinuation ; but ferious people (and Yo
fich in a more peculiar manner is this addrefs direéted) will.
dccolnt it no ways enthufiaftic to affiem, that folemn humilia-
tions, whether performed by public communities in general,
af individuals in particular, have always met with fuch a
divine acceptance,’ as to obtain at leaft a reprieve from, if not
a total removal of, the threatened evil. The deferring of an
impending judgment, only upon the hypocritical, but public
humiliation of a wicked Abab; The mature and providential
deliverance of the Fewi/d people from the cruel plot of an’
ambitious Haman, for which queen Effher, Mordecai, and the
other diftrefled Frws fought fo earheftly by public fafting and

prayer: And what is yet more, the total and entire fufpen-
fion of the deftru@ion of Nineveh, ‘that exceeding great - city,
(though fo peremptorily denounced) upon the fafting, pray-
ing, and repenting of the king, nobles and commons, at the
preaching of Fonab. Thefe, not to'mention many more that
thight be adduced from facred ftory, are moft pregnant, and,
at the fame time, very encouraging proofs, that they that
humble themfelves, fhall in Gep’s due time be exalted ; and
therefore, as a nation, we may boldly infer, that the righteous
Lorp, who delights to thew himfelf ftrong in behalf of thofe
who are of an upright heart, will favour, plead, and vindicate
our righteous caufe.

I am very fenfible, that artful infinsations have been in- °
duftrioufly publifhed, in order to lay all the blame of this war
upon us. But bold affertions and folid proofs are two diffe-
rent things ; for it is plain, beyond-all contradx&xon, that the

French,
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Frehcb, fond of rivalling us both at home and abroad, have
mdft unjuftly invaded his” Majefty’s dominions in America;
and have afo, by the moft vile artifices and lies, been endea-
voyring to draw the fix Nations of [fndians from our interéft;
in thort, almoft all their proceedings ever fince the late treaty
of dix la Chapelle, have been little elfe than preparations for, -
or a tacit declaration of war. But he that fitteth in heaven,
as we may humbly hope, laughs them tq fcorn; and, as he
once defeated the counfel of Achitophel, and came¢ down to
" confound the language of thofe afpiring proje@ors who would
fain have built a tower, the top of which fhould reach even ta
heaven ; fo we truft (whatever dark providences may inter-
vene) that he will in the end fruftrate the devices of our ad-
verfar’s moft fubtle politicians, and fpeak confufion to all
their proje&s; who, by aiming at univerfal monarchy, are
more than attempting to erett a fecond Babel.

I have heard, or read fomewhere of a Turkifb General,
who, being called to engage with a chriftian army that had
broken through the moft folemn ties, ftood up at the head
of his troops, and then drawing the treaty vhich they had
broken, out of his bofom, ind holding it up in the air, thus
addrefled the throne of heaven: ¢ O almighty Being, if thou
s art, as they fay, thou art, thefe chriftians Gop, thou loveft
¢ what is right, and hateft perfidy ; look down therefore and
¢¢ behold this treaty which they have broken; and, as thou
¢¢ canft not favour what is wrang, render their arms, O Gob,
¢ fuccefslefs, and make mine viQorious.” He ended; im-
mediately the fword was drawn. The two partics vigoroufly
engaged, and the perfidious chriftians were ‘beaten off the
fidd. Thus may our proteftant Generals, or at lealt their
Chaplains, deal with our enemy’s forces, in refped to the
treaty of Mx la Chapelle. " They, not we, have broken it
They, not we, have been the aggreflors: and thereforc, not-
withftanding we are looked upon as beretics, and they fight
under the banner of one who fliles himfelf His maff Chriflian
Majefly; a righteous Gop, we truft, in anfwer to prayer, will
humble France, and make the Britifp arms both by fea and
Jand, more than conquerors through iis love. - It is true (and
Gob knows with grief of heart I fpeak it) praying is bccome
too unfafhionable amongft our. people in general, and ameng

. our
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gur military men in particular; but wherein the picty, and
confequently the true policy, of fuch a proceedure con
Believe will be very difficult to determine. If we have recourfe
to Rollin’s ancient hiftory, I believe we fhall find, that neither
Darius, Cyrus, Alexander, nor indeed fcarce any of the Egyptian,
Grecian, P:rﬁau, or Roman Generals, ever undertook anf ha-
gardous enterprize, without making fome public acknowledg-
ment of a deity. And if we confult that biflery of biflories,
that too much negle@ed book (as gs Sir Richard Steel exprefies
bimfelf) emphatically called the ScripTURES, we may always
remark, that thofe heroic worthies, who by faith fubdued
Eingdoms, and put to flight the armies of the aliens, were men
of prayer as well as men of valwr. And if our refearches
defcend down to our own annals, we fhall foon be fatisfied,
that the Briifh arms were never more formidable, than when
our foldiers went forth in the firength of the Lorpj; and with
abible in one hand, and a fword in the other, chearfully fought

under his banner who hath condefcended to ftile himfelf <« a
wian of war.”

Such an appellation as this, methinks, may fufficiently Juf-
tify the Jawfulnefs of bearing arms, and drawing the fword int
defence of our civil and religious liberties.. For if Gop him-
felf is pleafed to flile himfelf 2 man of war, furely in a juft and
tighteous caufe (fuch as the Bmg/b war at prefent is) we may
as lawfully draw our fwords, in order to defend ourfelves
againft our common and public enemy, as a civil magnﬁratc
may fit on a bench, and condemn a pubhc robber to death.
Our excellent reformers, fenfible of this, in the thirty-fecond
article of qur church, after having declared ¢ that'the laws
% of the realm may punith cbriftian men with death for
¢¢ heinous offences; :mmedzately fubjoins, < that it is lawful
¢ for chriftian men, at the commandment of the magiftrate,
% to wear weapons and ferve in the wars.” And therefore,
what Bithop Saunderfon fays of fudy, may be likewife faid of
t Fighting: ¢ ﬁghtmg without prayer is atheifm, and prayer

t ¢ without fighting is prefumption,” And I would be the
".mere particular on this point, becaufe through a fatal ferupu~
bfity sgainft bearing arms, even in a defenfive war, his Ma-
jefty hath been, and is not yet out of danger of lofing that
large, cxtcnﬁve, and but lately mof flourifhing province of

P:wlvam,
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Penfylvania, the -very centre and garden of all North Americd.
But whilft I fee fuch very fcrupulous perfons grafping at every
degree of worldly power, and by all the axts of worldly policy
labouring to monopolize, and retain in their own hands all
parts both of the legiflative and executive branches of civil
government ; to fpeak in the mildeft terms, we may honeftly
affirm, that they certainly a& a moft inconfifient, and if not
prevented here at heme, to thoufands of their neighbours, I
fear a very fatal part. . For, fay what we will to the contrary,
if we fearch to the bottom of things, we may foon be con-
vinced, that civil magiftracy and defenfive war muft ftand or
fall together. Both are built upon the fame bafis; and there
canpot be fo much as one fingle argument urged to eftablith

the one, which doth not at the fame time corroborate and,

confirm the other, -
Far be it from me, who profefs myfelf a difciple and mxm&er
of the Prince of peacs, to found a trumpet for war: but when

the trumpet is already founded by a perfidious enemy, and our’

king, our country, our civil and religious liberties, are all, ag
it were, lying at ftake, did we not at fuch a feafon lend our
purfes, our tongues, our arms, as well as our prayers, in de-
fence of them, {hould we not juftly incur that curfe which an
infpired Deborab, when under the immediate influence of the
Holy Spirit, once. uttered, ¢ Curfe ye Merez, curfe ye bit-
terly the inbabitants thereof, becaufe they came not to the
help of the Lorp, to the help of the Lorp againft the
mighty ” Known unto Gob, and Gop alone, are all our
hearts. Daily and repeated experience convinceth ~us, that the
greateft talkers are not always the greateft doers. How there-
fore any of us may behave when put to the trial, the trial it-
felf can only prove. But, for my own part, whatever my
future condu@ may be, (and I know it will be dowaright
cowardly, if left to myfelf) yet, upon the matureft delibera-
tion, I am at prefent fo fully convinced of the juftice of the
Britifb caufe, that fuppofing it fhould be faid of me, as it is
of Zwinglius, * Cecidit in pralio, He fell in battle;?” I hope,
if whilft the filver cords of life were looﬁng, and I fhould be
attended by any who may be bewailing mine, as the frisnds
of Zwinglius did his misfortune, I fhould like bim cry out,
~ ¢ Ecquid bic infortunii2 Is this a misfostune §” And pot or;_iy

. .
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fo, but.with fay expiring breach 3dd, as'he did, < O fauftum
inforvimium! O happy misforcune!” For, furely, it is far more
prefctable to die, though by a popith fword, and be carricd
" from the din and noife of war by angels into, fbrabum’s bofom,’
than to be fuffored: to furvive, eply  te drag ona ‘wearifome
life, .and to be a mowrnful- fpeﬂawr, and dady-r béwailer of
one’s country’s ruin. : '

Awful and tremendous arethe ’udgmum thae have latcly
been abroad, Twice hath the carth on which this great me-
tropolis' ftands, umable, as it were, any longer to: fuftain the
weight of its inhabitants {ins, boent made to tremble and totter
under us. Since that, how amazirigly hath-the-faoek beert
extended! Africa, (nor hath America itlelt been excmpted)
hath in a moft defdrulive manner felt its dire effets. And
what a dreadful confumption it hath made in various parts of
Spain, and, in.as more efpecial manrrer, at Liftn, the metro-
polis of Porswzaly is beyond conception, #nd beyond the power
of the moft mafterly pen to defaribe. - It is to be qtieftioned;
, whether the Jiké hath .ever been heard of fince the ‘deluge.
Surely nothing was wanting to figure out, and realize to that
diftrefled people the horror of .the Jaft day, but the Tound of
the trump, and the adual. appearance of the grezé Judge of
quick and dead. But awful and trenvendous as fuch phaeno-
menas of pature may bey yet, if we confider the confequences
of things, was even the like judgment to befal us; (which may
Gob avert!) it would be but a fmall one, in comparifon of our
hearing that a French army, accompanied with & popith Pre-
tender, and thoufands of Remifb pricfts, was (uffered to invadey
fubdue, and deftray the bodies and fubftance, and, ss the ne-
ceflary confequences of both thefe, to blind, deceive, and ty-
rannize over the fouls and confciences of the people bc}odgmg
to this happy ifle.

Gonb forbid, that I fhould give ﬂnttermg titles to any ; fof
in fo doing, I fhould provoke him to take away my foul. But
furely we muft have eyes that fec not, and cars that hear not,
as well as hearts that do not underfand, if we do not know,
and fee, and feel, that in refpe@ to our civil and religious
liberties, we are undoubtedly the freeft people under heaven.
And [ dare appeal to the moft ungrateful and maficious male-
content, to produce any =:a in the Britifh annals, whertin

we
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we have cnjoyed fuch a continued fertes-of tivil and religions
Jibesty, ag we bave been favoured with for thefe twenty-eight
years latt paft, under the:mild and gente adminmiftration of our
dread and rightful Sovercign King Gearge. : Surely ‘he hath
" been a .pusfing fasher to!people of all-denomhinations ; and
bhoweves he may be denied ity yet he may, without a compli-
ment, juftly claim from the prefent, as well as future ages, the
deferved title of GRORGR THE GREAT. But.notwithflanding
this, fuch.is.the degeneracy of buman natute, it muft necefs
farily be.cxpecled, that, in.a nation grawn wanton with liberty
like ours, there are a grest multitude of unhappy perfons, who
being men, of lax principles, loofe lives; and broken fortunes,
will be fo abandoned, as to break through .all reftraints of
gratitude, loyalty and religion; and, like Catakne and his
wicked coafederates, be.fond of joining in any change of go-
vernmest, whereby they may entertain the mof diftant prof-
pect of heyering their fortunes, and gratifying their ambition,
though .it be at the expence of their country’s blood. This
hath been, and no doubt ftill continues 20-be, the faie of all
civil governments in the world, and confequently. is no more
than what we may exped, in times of tumult and danger,
will be afted over again.in our own land by men of fuch cor-
rupt minds. But how any ferious and judicious, much lefs
religious and devout perfon, can be fo ftupid to all principles
of felf-intereR, and fo dead even to all maxims of common
fenfe, as to prefer a French to an Englifh government; or a
popifh Pretender, born, nurfed, and bred up in all the arbitrary
and deftru&live principles of the court and church of Rome,
to the prefent proteflant fucceffion .fettled in the illuftrious ling
of Hanover, muft be unputcd to nothing elfc but an awful
infatuation,
" Hear ye, (if there be any into whofe hands this addrefs may
fall, that are defirgus of fuch a change) not to dwell entirely
upon the maey inoumerable civil or temporal loffes we fhould
futain: hear ye, I fay, the mild and gende language of ane
ot his Moft Chriftian Majeity’s late dnclarmons concemmg
religion.
¢ Being informed, that there have fprung up, and ftill ar¢
fpringing up, daily in our realm, a great number of preachers,
whofe fole bufinefs is to ftir up the people to rebellion, and
to

.
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o0 diffzade them front the pradice of the Roan catholic and
:po&ohc roligion ; we do command that alt preachers, who
fhall call aflemblics, preach in them, or diftharge: any other
funQiqn, be put te death; the punithment appointed by the
declaranon in Fuly 1686, for the minifter of the pretended re-
formed religion, which .we- would not, for the future; have

any one citeem a-mere threstening, which will not b€ putin -

execution. - Wie do likewife forbid our fubjeéls to receive the
faid minifters or preachers, to conceal, aid, or affift them, of

have, dire@ly or indireQly, any intercourfe or correfpondence -
with them. We farther enjoin sl thofe, whé fhall know any

of the faid preachers, to-inform againft thedf to the officers of

the refpe&ive places 3 the whole under pain, in caft of trefs

pafs, of being condemned to the gallies for life, if men; and;

" i women, of.baing (horn, ard fhut up the remainder of their
days in fuch places as our judges fhall think expedient; and
whether they be men or men, under pun of confifcas
tion.” . '

After petuﬁng dm, rud read a!l‘o, I beféech you, the
fhocking acceunts of the horrid butcheries, and cruel murders
comnsitted ont the -bodies of many of our fellow-fubjeds in
America, by the tmnds of froaye Indvans, inftigated thereté by
more than favege popifh priefis.® And if this be the beginning;
what may we {uppofe the end wilh be, fhould a French power;

. or popifh Pretander, be permitted to fubdue either us or them!?
8peak, Swishfield, (peak, and by thy dumb, but very perfuafive
oratery, declare te all that pafs: by and over thee, how many
EBnglifp proteftant martyrs thou haft:feen burnt to death in thé
reignof a oruel popith Queen, to whom the prefent Pretender
to the Britifb throne at leaft claims a kind of a diftant kindted?
Speak Jreland, fpeak, and toll if thou canft, how many thou-
fands, and tens of thoufends ef innocent unprovoking pro--
teftants were maflacred in cold ‘blood by the hands of cruef
papifts within thy borders, about a ecntury ago? Nay, fpeakt
Pam, fpeak, (for chough papifli, on this occafion we will ads
mit thy evidense) and fay, how many thoufands of proteftants
were once flaughtered, on purpole, as it were, to ferve up as 2
bloody defiestg to grace thte folemnity of a marr?zgc-feaﬂ. But

® Sce a pamphler, intitled, 4 bﬂ:f View ¢of xb Conduif gf Penfyleaniay ’

Jor the Year 1758." )
why
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why go_we back to fach diftant @ras? Speak, Languedsc, Tpéak,
aad tell if thou canft, how many proteftant minifters have been
lately executed y bow many more of their hearors have been
d:agooned and fent to the. ga!lm; and how many hundretis
are now, in confeqaance of the sbove-mentioned edi&t, lying
in prilons, and faft bound in mifery and iron, for no othet
crime than that unpatdonable ons in the Romif church,
¢¢ bearing .and preaching the puse gofpel of the meek and °
lowly Jesus.”

And think yov, my dear countrymen, that Rome, glutted
as it were with proteflant blood, will now reft fatisfied, and
fay, “ I have cnough!” No, on the contrary, having, through
the good hand of God upon us, been kept fo long fatting, we
may reafonably fuppofe, that the popith priefts are only grown
more voracious, and (like fo many bungry and ravenous wolves
purfuing the barmlez and innoceat flocks of fheep) will with
double cagerncls purfue after, feize upon, and devour thcxr
wifhed-for proteftant prey ; and, attended with their bloody
red-coats, thafe gallic inftruments of reformation, who know
they muft cither fight or dis, will neceffirily breathe out no-
thing but threatening and ﬂaagbm', and carry along with
them defolation and deftru@ion in all its various fthcs and
tortures, go whege they will,

But I bumbly hope, vile 23 we are, a gracious, long-fuﬂ’er-
ing and merciful Gop, will not fuffer us to fall into their
blood-thirfty and cruel bands. He hath formerly moft re-
markably interpofed in England’s faveur ; and why fhould wé
in the leaft doubt, but that he will again reveal his omnipo-
tent arm, and make our extremity to be his opportunity, to
help and defend us, againft fuch threatening and unjuft in-
vaders? Invincible as the Sperifs armada was fuppoled to be,
and all-powerful as the Pope, usder whofe broad feal they
acted, might boaft he was in beaven or hell, it is plain he
had no power over the water.. ¢ For thou didft blow, O
Lorbp, with thy wind, and the epkmy was fcattered.” And
is not this Gop the fame now as he was yefterday? And
will he not continue the fame for ever? Of whom then
. fhould the inhabitants of Great Britam be afraid ¢ Blefled be
Gon, if we look to fecond caufes, we have a glorious fleet,
brave admirals, a well-dilciplined army, experienced officers,

Vor. IV, S . and,
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and, if occafion fhould require, thoufands and thoufands of
hearty voluntiers, with a Royal Hero, who hath once been
‘made happily infirumental to fave his couritry from impend-
ing ruin, if not Majefty itfelf prepared to head them. And
if by fafting from as well as for fin, and by flying, through a
living faith, to the merits of a dying, rifen, afcended and in-
terceding Mediator, we can but make Gop our friend, we
need not fear what Frange and Rome, and Hell, with all their
united force, can do unto, or plot againft us. The way of duty
is the way of fafety. And if we are but found in the due ufe
of proper means, we may confidently leave the iffue and event
of things with Gop. Be that event what it will (and I truft
it will be a profperous one) we have a divine authority to fay
unto the righteous, it fha]l be well with them. Gob’s own
people, amidft all the wars and rumours of wars, may reft fe-
cure ; for they not only dwell under the thadow of the moft
High, but have his own royal word for it, that all things fhall
work together for their good. And not only fo, but they may
be fully aflured, that all the malicious efforts and defigns of
men and devils fhall- be fo far from obftru&ing, that, on the
contrary, through the fure, though fecret hand of an'gver-
watchful, over-ruling, and omnipotent providence, they fhall
at prcfcnt, (howbeit they think not fo) be made not only to
fubferve the prefent further enlargement of his interefts, who,
in fpight of all the ftrivings of the pottherds of the earth, will
hold the balance of UNIVERSAL MONARCHY in his own hands;
but at laft fhall terminate in the full and compleat eftablith,
ment -and perfection of that bleffed kingdom, whofe law is
truth, whofe king is love, and whofe duranon is ctcrmty.
Fiat! Fiat! Amen and Amen,
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A

'W'HEN Philp the Evangelit was commanded by the
Holy Spirit; to go hear and join himfelf to the cha-
tiot of a man of Etbiopia, anid found hini reading Efaias the
prophet; we are told; Afs viii. ver. 30. that he introduced
himfelf with this queftion, ¢ Underftandeft thou what thou
readeft ” The Ethiopian; though an euniich, i perfon of
geeat authority under Queen Candace, inftead of being offended
at this feeming impertinence, mildly anfwered, verfe 31.
¢ How can I, except fome mari guide mie ” And as 2 proof
of his willingnefs to be guided, he defires Philip that he would
teme up and fit with him. Upon which; as we are further
informed, ver. 35. ¢ Philip opened his mouth and began at the
S fasie feripture,” which the eunuch was then ptovidentially
reading, * and preached urito him Jesus.” An inftrudtive
paflage this | Not merely as it fhews as; thdt the greateft per=
fonages ought fiot to think themfelves above perufing Gop's’
dively oracles ; but aMo as it points out to us that teachable
ahd child-like difpofition, with which all ought to come to
the teading of them ; as well as the care which the Holy Spi-
tit of Gop takes, to furtiifti fuch as have a mind to do his
will, with proper inftru@ors, that they may know it; ¢ The
¢ meek will he guide in his way.”

Now what the Evangelift Philip wis then o this devout
Exbispian; that, fpiritual and gofpel commentators are to us
now. For though the grind lines of our chiriftian faith and
pradfice; ate written in fuch plain and legible chara&ers,
¢¢ that he who runs may tead ;” yet if we duly fearch the
fetipritres, we fhall find mdny things both in the Old and
New Teftament, ifito the due knowledge of which, we have
hted of fome men; or of fome gbod men’s works, to guide us.
Various and abundant ase the helps of this kind, with which
§Be prefent dge and people of this land: are favoured ; but

53 amongf(t
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among( them all, in my poor opinion, next to holy Mr.

Mathew Henry's incomparable comment upon the Bible; the

Reverend Samuel Clarke’s Old and New Teftament with anno-
tations, feem to be the beft calculated for univer(al edifica-
tion. For they contain, though a fhort, yet (generally fpeak-
ing) .a full and fpiritpal interpretation of the moft difficult

words and phrafes. A great many parallel [cnpturcs, both as

to matter and words, are moft judicioufly inferted. To this

is added, an analyfis, or the contents not only of near every

book and chapter, but of almoft every verfe of every chapter

in the whole Bible: and yet the notes and references are fo
dlfpofed in the manner of prmtmg, that the reader, if he hath

no time for a further enquiry, may. tead the bare text without

any interruption, or if but little time, he may almoft: with a.
fingle glance, fee the meaning of any particular word, phrafe,-.
or paffage, as he goes along. . It muft be coafefled, indeed,

that in the former editions, a few expreffions in the explang-~-
tory notes feemed net fo unexceptionable ; but then it muft.
be obferved, that they were byt few, and thofe in this edition, -
as I am informed, are for the moft part carreéted. It may be, -

that the curious and very critical reader may meet with fome-

few that may have efcaped prefent notice. Bug .alas ! if we:

forbear reading any book or comment, ’till we meet with one

that will fuit every tafte and is liable to no exception, I fear

we muft never read at all. The beft of mens books, as well
as the beft of men, are but men and the books of men, at the .
beft : it is the peculiar property of thy life, and of thy book,. .

O blefled Jesus ! to be exempt from all real imperfe&ions.

Happy they who both in their writings and condu& come

neareft to thy divine copy, and moft bleflgd example !

If it thould now be enquired who this Reverend Savmel
Clarke might be’? Muft I tell thee ! He was one of the many~
worthies who were. ejeCted by the dlack Bar:bolomew a?; But.
let not this ftartle thee, cqurteous read:r for thou wnlt here.-
find no dxfpute& about church goyernmem, no commvcrfye.
about rites or ceremonies ; ; but (as far as 1 am- capable of
Jud«mg) the mind of the ever-bleflgd Gpp, opened and ex-
p'ained in a manner equally neceffary and ufeful for all fexi-
ous chriftians of all denominations. As fuch, I have fpoken
of it, both from the pulpit, and in private converfation, many

: years




[ 379 ]
years ago ; and if any thing I have faid, hath been, or fhall
be, in the leaft inftrumental in promoting its prefent publica-
tion, or future ufefulnefs, whatever exceptions may be made
by perfons of diffcrent fentiments, I fhall look upon it as an
honour conferred upon me, by our great and common
Lorp.
At the fame time, I muft confefs, it gave me pleafure about
a year ago, to find this very book recommended in the ftrongeft
manner, in the fecond volume of Dr. Calamy’s lives. His
words are thefe; - ¢ I cannot forbear here adding a particular
account of the Bible which he publifhed. He firft formed
the defign in his younger years, in the univerfity ; and made
it the work of his moft retired leifure, and folemn thoughts.
It ripened with years and experience, and was the refult of
great reading and confideration, both of the beft praical
writers and the moft celebrated criticks. It is a2 work of
great exaétnefs and judgment ; commonly fixes on the true
fenfe of the place; diligently obferves the conneion of
things ; freely reprefents the principal matters that occcur;:
and contains.the fulleft account of parallel places, of any other
extant, He was {o happy in this performance, as to obtain *
the concurring teftimony of two great and excellent men, who
were thougbt to have different fentiments of fome points of
religion ; viz. Dr. Owen and Mr. Baxter in their’ refpeQive
epifties before the quarto edition of the New Teftament, "The ’
words of the former are remarkable. < But this I muft fay,
¢ that to the beft of my underftanding, he has made his choice
¢ of the efpecial fenfe which he gives of the word, in all
places, with great diligence and judgment. And it is evi-
dent, that in the whole, he has fo carefally and conflaritly
attended to the amalogy of faith, that ‘the reader may fafely
truft to him, without fear of being led into the fnare of any
error, or unfound opinion.” The words of the latter ate,
¢ And I efpecially commend it as orthodox, in explaining’
¢¢ thofe texts which meddle with juftification, remiffion of fin,
¢¢ with faith and wotks, and fuch great and pradical points of
¢¢ do&rine ; fo that the reader need not fear the corrupting his
¢ underftanding, by any fecret infinuation of errors, or dan-
¢ gerous mixture of private, and unfound opinions.” Since
both of them, hercin freely exprefled their proper (entiments,
S 4 it
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it is fcarce conceivable how there could be any very important
difference remaining between them. But be it as it will as
.o, thag 3 \b;s was in 2 manaer the work of Ms. Clarie's life,
and beags, the- Jively fignatuces of his. ¢xa& learning, fingular
piety, and iandefatigable. indufiry;.and has been valued by
good judges of different fentimenis and perfuafions, confider-
ing the brevity of the parts, and iatirencls of the whole, as
the beft fingle book upon the Bible in the world.

To thefe’may be added the joint opinions of Dr. Bates and
Mr. How, who thus exprefled themfelves. ¢ Having feri-
<.oufly perufed this labotious work, we cannet but judge, the
¢¢ ufefulnefs will anfwer the author’s great induftry ; whofe ex-
“ cellent fkill hath with that concifenefs, and yet clearnefs,
¢¢ given the mind of Gop in the facred oracles of the New
¢¢ Teftament, that we cannot doubt, but Gop will render it
¢¢ ferviceable, to the edifying of confcientious and humbls
¢ readers, in kriowledge, faith and obedience.” If it fhould
be obje&ted that thefe were Diflenters, Dr. Calamy adds, to
oyr autbor’s honour, ¢ that his annotations on the Bible were
¢ fo highly valued by fome of the moft eminent of the clergy
¢ of the Church of England, that one of the learned body de-
¢¢ clared them to be fo ufeful (efpecially that part that con-
¢t tained parallel fcriptures) that he could not compole his
¢¢ fermons without them. Another faid, that if they could not
¢¢ be had under fifty pounds, he would give that fum rather
¢ than not have them. And one of the higheft rank thought
fit to recommend them to young divines, at their ondina-
¢« tion.”

In refped to Mr. Clarke’s perfonal chara&er, Ds. Calamy,
further informs us that, ¢ He was 2 man of very confidera-
¢ ble learning ; a good critic; efpecially in the fcriptures ; a
&¢ great textuary, an excellent preacher ; a great enemy of fu-
¢¢ perftition and bigotry : yet zealous for unaffected piety. He
¢ was one of great moderation, both. in his principles and
< temper, lived uiciully, and in much effeem; and in his
¢¢ ]Jaft hours had great peace and ferenity.” After fuch. enco-
miums from fuch tall cedars in our Lebanom, any further re-
commendation from one of fo fmall a growth, or fuch a
fhrub as I am, can be but of little weight, I fhall therefore
detain the intelligent and rehgwus reader no longer, tha;:

whil
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whilft I fubjoin my hearty prayers, that whether he or I, or
any other chriftian of any denomination, read this or any
other comment, or the pure fcripture}, without any comment,
that we may in fuch wife read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-
geft them ; that by patience and comfort of Gop’s holy word,
we may embrace, and ever hold faft the blefled hope of ever-
lafting life, which he hath given us in our Saviour Jesus
Curisr. '

Chriftian reader,

Thine in our common Lorp,

) GgeorgE WHITEFIELD.
Londsn, 9&2@1{& 1, 1759,
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OBSERVATIONS, &

My d:ar Friend,

HEN the grest §t. Pawl, in his epnﬂlé to the Re-
! mans, had a2 mind to lay a folid foundation for the
F'“d diftinguithing do@rines of the golpel, I need not inform
you, that, like a wife mafter-builder, he took care to dig decp
jnto the cocruption of human nature : and after having given
us 3 lively ponraoturcof the univerfal depravity of the Gontile
an, he proceeded, in a moft luﬁer!y manner, to bring
gown the proud thoughts and high nmgmauons of the felf-

. yighteous and formal Pharifees ; by proving, to a demonftra-

tion, that the Fewip pmfeﬁ'ors, notwithRtanding all their pe-
fuliar advantages of external revelation, circumcifion, near
aflinity o Abrabam, and fuch-like, were all equally included
pader fin, were all equally guilty before Gop, had aH equally
fallen fhort of his glory, confequently were all upon an equal
)ﬂnl with the reft of mankind, and flood as much in need. of
the free grace of Gop in CurisT JEsus, and the fan&ifying
eperations of his Holy Spirit, as the moft favage barbarian,
pr difputing Greek. This was aing like as did the forerun-.
per or harbinger of our blefled Lorp; for, when he faw
many of the Sadducees and Pharifees (the infidels and profef-
fors of that age) commg to his baptifm, difregarding as it
wvere the former, in a very pungent, and what fome would
térm, a very unpolite manner, he thus addreffeth himfelf to
ghe latter : ¢ O generation of vipers, who hath warned you
#o flee from the wrath to come # And think not to fay within
yourfclves, We have fbrabam for our fatber 3 for I fay unto
you, Gob is able of thefe fiones to raife up children -unto
Myrabam.” But why fpeak I of a&ing like the forerunper ?
1 fhould rather have faid, this was imitating our common
Lorp himfclf, who, in his glorious and diviac fermon, (when,
it 5 Harortint i - M e
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to ufe the words of the feraphic Hervey, ¢ a mount was his
¢ pulpit, and the heavens were his founding-board”) em-
ploys himfelf chiefly in deteting the falfe glofles and corrupt
interpretations of the then mafters of Ifrael; withal adding
this cytting aflestion, $¢ Ualefs -your righteoufnefs <

the righteonfnefs of the fcribes and pharifees, ye thall in’'no
cafe enterinto the kingdom of heaven.”

What a pity is it, my dear friend, that our modern defenders
of chriftianity, in their elaborate and undoubtedly well-meant
treatifes, have not been more ftudious to copy after fuch
bright and wnersing examples | . Many of thefo tradds I kngiv
you have yead ; and am perfuaded, out of your ufual canddir,
you will do them fo much juftice as 2o hcknowledge, shat, in
refpet to the outworks of religion,, fuch as clearing upthe
prophecies of the Old, -and vindieating the miracles of the
New Teftament, againft the attacks of infidels ‘and ' frees
thinkers, they bave thewn themfelves, as far as bare buman
learning, added to external revelation, can carry.them, to be
amapfters of firang. reafoning, nervaus language, and.conclufjve
arguments.  But then, as I have often heard you lamant, ane
thing 'they fcem ta Jack, a dceper and mere experimental
knowledge of themfelves, and of Jesus CHRisT. Hence it
is, that when they ¢ome to tauch ppon the internals and vitals
of chriftianity, they are quite grappled, arid writs fo ufiguard-
edly of the,all-pawerful influences. of the Haly Ghoft, as 8
fink us into 3 ftate of dewnright formality ; which, if ¢he.Apo-
ftle Paul may be our judge, we have need as much to.be cay«
tioned againft, as of fanaticifm, fuperftitiop, or infidelity ite
felf : for in his fecond epiftle to Timathy, after.giving us a
dreadful account of the abounding of wicked men in the Jafk
perilous times, fuch as ¢ loyers of their own felves, covetousy
baafters, proud, blafphemers, difobedient to parents, upthanke
ful, unholy, without natural afteion, tryce-breakers, falfe~
accufcrs, igcentingnt, fierce, defpifers of thole that are good,
traitars, beady, high-minded, lovers of pleafure mare thag
Jovers of Gop ;” he brings up the rear in this awful manner,
¢¢ ,Hayinga form of godlinefs, but denying the pawer thereof,
from. fucb, turn away;” and to ufe the words of our Lorp,
« Eubhcam aad ha;lots enter into the ngdom of Gob bea
forc them.”,
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Sorry am I to fend you word, that a writer of this unhappy
flamp now lies upon my table : a writer, who, although he
entitles his book, * The Offices and Qperations of the Holy
¢ Ghoft vindicated from the Infults of Infidelity and Abufes
#¢ of Fanaticifm,” yet, in his great zeal againft the latter, and
to the no fmall encoaragement of the former, as far as pers
verted reafon and difguifed fopbiftry could carry him, hath,
in effe&, robbed the church of CarisT of its promifed Com-
forter ; and thereby left us, upon whom the ends of the world
are .come, without any fupernatural influence or divine ope-
rations whatfoever. Often have I heard you obferve, that
there never was an age in which the flewards of the myfteries
of CHRrIsT were more loudly called upon to vindicate the
offices and operations of the Holy Spirit, than this wherein
we live. And, for my own part, I cannot help thinking,
that the moft accomplifhed and duly qualified perfon in the
univerfe, could he write or fpeak fo extenfively, that the
whole world might hear or read him, could not peflibly exs
prefs: his love to mankind in general, and-to the church of
Gob, purchafed with his own blood, in patticular, in 2 more
neceflary, commendable, and ufefl way, than by declaring,
upon- the houfe-top, that the Holy Ghoft, like its almighty
Purchafer, is the fame to-day as he was yefterday ; that he is
now, as well as formerly, in the ufe of all inftituted means,
appointed to convince the world of fin, of righteoufnefs, and
judgment ; to lead them into all truth, by fpiritually opening
their underftandings, that they may underftand the fcriptures;
and to renew a clean heart and right fpirit within them here,
in order that they may be thereby prepared for the full enjoy-
ment of a triune, and ever-blefled Gob hereafter. This‘you
will judge, my dear friend, is what any one might have rea-
fonably expe@ed to have met with, in a book: bearing fuch a
promifing title. But alas, how was I difappointed ! And
how will you be equally furprifed, when I tell you, that upon
perufing the book itfelf, 1 found that the author, inftead of
vindicating or aflerting, rather denies and ridicules the ftand-
ing and. unalterable operations of the Holy Ghoft. For, hav-
ing ingenioufly taken a great deal of learned pains againft the
infinvations of Do&or Middleton, to prove that there once
was a Holy Ghot ; and that heXid once aually defeend

. upon
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wpon the Apofties, on the day of Pentecoft ; and furcher,
that .he did once infpire the facred writers to fettle the canon
of feripture; he then, in order to tear up fuperftition, and
what Ae calls fanatici(m, by the roots, takes infinitely greater
pains (w well be might, being a moft arduous tafk indeed)
o éhew, that what truc believers, in all ages, have always
Jooked upon to be the flanding and ordinary gperations of the
Spirit, ¢ Such as manifeft themfelves in grace and knowledge,
% and which adminifter aid in fpiritual diftrefles, are to be
¢ accounted and called mirecuions, as much as thofe which
¢ extended outwards, in the gift of healing, asd the relief
$¢ of other corporesl infirmitics.” And thefe ¢ mirsculous
¢ powers (he adds) being mow, upon the perfe® eftablifh-
* mem of cheiftimity, frelly withdrawn, it canfequently
“ muft be fuperftitions and fanatical to look for, or psetend
% 1o be pofleffod of, any of thofe operations which manifeft
* themfelyes in gyace and knowledge, end which adminifter
& 2id in fpirital diftrefles.” Pages 75, 82, 83, o&avo edi-
on. Straoge affertions thefe, you will fay, for a vindicator
the effices and operations of the Holy Ghoft, againft the
infults of infidelity, and the abofes of fanaticifm ! Alas}
what oculd a Middleton fay more? Nay, I could almoft add,
where huth he exprefsly faid fo much ¢ But if i¢ be fuperfti-
tiom to Jook for, if it be fanaticifm to feek after, and not reft
till we are a&ually and experimentally pofieffed of, the fuper-
paturs] inflacnces of the Blefled Spirit, manifefing themfelves
in grace and divine knowledge, and affording aid in fpiritual
diftrefles, then may you and I, my dear friend, become more
and more fuperftitions and fanatical every day! For I am
perfuaded, that withowt fuch divine manifeftations as exceed
the powers of humanity, were we to be figned with the fign
of the crofs in baptifm, a thoufand times over, we could
never fuccefsfully fight under CHRisT’s banner againft fin,

the world, and the devil, and confequently not fo much as:

truly commence, much lefs continue to be, his faithful fer-
vants and foldiers even to the end of our lives.

Surely, was the Apoftle Paul to rile from the dead, and
read over, or hear of fuch ftrange pofitions, bis fpirit, as once
at Athens, would again be ftirred in him ; to fee a writer thus
atrempting to ere@ an altar for the public worthip of an un-
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known Gon I fay, an unkhown Gob. For how s it poffi-

ble, in the very nature of the thing, for us, who are by nature
eirnal and fold under fin, ‘ever to worthip Gop, who i$ 2 fpx-ﬁ
fit, in fpirit and in truth; without fome inward mamfeﬁa-
tions of grace and fpirltual knowledge, fuperadded to the
Kght of external revelitiofi, to enable us foto do? For, to
apply what this Apoffle obferves upon a like-occafiori;. < he is
not a real chrifthan, who is bnly one outwerdly’s but he alond
is a true chriftian, who is one mwardly, whofe baptifm is thae
of the heart, .in the fpirit, and not merely of the watetr, whofe
praife is not*sf man, but of Gopn.” “And yet (would you
chink it?) s writer is fo unwary a3 to attempt to pref§ this
very Apoftle, that tiue aflertor of the dofriné of grace; that
genume, mvfragablc vindicator of the offices and opérations’
of the Holy Spirit, into his miftaken fervice. Never, I be-
hieve, wete the faint and the ftholar, the gentleman and the
chriftian, more fweetly blended together, than in thHe characs
ter and writings of this favourite of heaven: How ofted, my’

deax friend, in our more retired moments, when comrerﬁng .

tigether concerning the lively oracles of Gob, ‘have you'
called upon me to take notice of this truly great man’s’ pertl-
nent. and powerful preaching before Felix the governor, as

. melliamihis inexpreflibly. police and perfudfive addrefs to ngf

Agrippa? And how have you again and again fead ovér to'
me, and made remarks upon, thofe friking imzges, and thofe
divine charaQeriftics; which-this accompliflied mafter of hus
man and divine rhetoric lays before us, in the xiiith chapter’
of his firft epiftle to the Cirintbians, of that thoft excelient
grace charity, or the loveof Gon? A grace fo abfoluteit
neceflary to the chriftian life, that without it; to ufe thé in-
imitable langunge of this infpired writer, ¢¢ ‘Though we" hud’
a' miraculous faith, fo 4y te remove mountains,’ nay' thoupl'
we fhould give all our goods to feed the poor, and even bur
bodies to be burnt, it would profit us nothing.” A grace’

that never faileth, but a facred fomething of which we fhall’

eternally remain poflefled, and bé increafing in, even whent
faith thall end in the vifion, and hdpe in the endlefs fruition
of the ever-blefled Gop. O my dear friend; bow frequently
have our hearts burned within us, under the glowing warmth

of fuch an animating pofpe&? And yet, incredible-as i¢-

Vo L.s 1V, may
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may feem to you, 1 affure you, that this very chapter is
fingled out by our haplefs Author, to prove, ¢ That fuper-
¢ natural manifeftations of grace and knowledge, and fpiri-
¢¢ tual aids in fpiritual diftrefles, were the miraculous gifts of
¢ the primitive church, and were totally withdsawn on its
¢ perfet eftablithment.” Surely a more'pertinent one could
not be fele@ed out of the whole New Teftament, to prove di-
re&tly the contrary. For let any man impartially examine the
glorious infeparable properties and concomitants of this divine
grace and gift, CHARITY, recorded in this chapter, can he
then make the leaft doubt, whether any perfon living, can
poffibly be pofiefled of this moft excellent gift, without thafe
very fupernatural manifeftations of grace and knowledge, and
thofe divine influences of the Holy Spirit exceeding the
powcrs of humanity, which this unhappy writer would fain
perfuade us are now abated or totally withdrawn. ¢ Charity
(fays our Apeftle) fuffereth long, and is kind ; charity envieth.
not; charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puﬂ'ed up, fecketh
not her owp, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, re-
joicetb not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, bearcth all
things, hopeth all things, endurcth all things.” Now can
human reafon, with all its heights; can calm philofopby,
with all its depths ; or moral fuafion, with all its infinuating
arts; fo much as pretend to kindle, much lefs to maintain.
and blow up into a fettled habitual flame of holy fire, fuch a.
fpark as this in the human heart ? Sooner might one attempt
to extinguith the moft rapid and devouring flames, by reading
a le&ure upon the benefit of cold water; or reach out ane’s
prefumptuous hand to create a new heaven and a new carth ;
than to dream of extinguifhing thofe innate, fiery paflians of
envy, felfithnefs, or malice, which this charity or love of Gop
ig bere {aid to militate againtt ; or, to work or form the foul
into any of thofe divine tempers here fpokea of, as the ge-:
nuine effe@s and fruits of the love of Gop. No, my dear’
friend, thefe are flowers not to be gathered,in nature’s.garden.
They are exotics ; planted originally in heaven, and in the
great work of the new birth, are tranfplanted by the Holy
Ghoft, not only into the hearts of the firfk Apoftles, or pri-
mitive chriftians, but into the hearts of all true believers,.
even to the end of the world. For doubtlefs of all fuch.

. . - St
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St. Paul fpeaks, when he fays, < Tribulation worketh pas
tience, patience experience, experience hope, and hope maketh
not athamed, becaufe the love of Gob is fhed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto us.” And
hence, doubtlefs, it is, that we were all in general, direfted
in one of the colle&s of our church, to ¢ pray to that LorD
¢¢ who hath taught us, that all our doings without charity,
¢ are nothing worth, that he would fend the Holy Ghott,
¢ and pour into our hearts that moft-excellent gift of charity.”
So that, according to our reformers, fupernatural influence
and manifeftations of grace and knowledge, are fo far from
being totally withdrawn, that, in the end of this very colle@,
they teach us to confefs, that ¢ without them,” or, which
is the fame, without the love of Gop poured into the heart
by the Holy Ghoft, ¢ whofoever liveth, is counted dead be-
fore him.” But, if we will believe our Author, charity fig=
nifies little more than the outward eftablithment of the chrif-
tian church, and confequently, that the Apoftle means no
more in.this chapter than to thew us, ¢ That prophecies,
¢¢ myfteries, knowledge,” (7. ¢. according to this writer, all
fupernatural knowledge) ¢ were ‘to ceafe when chriftianity
¢ arrived to a perfe@ eftablithment.” Page 82.—Nay,
fcorning to tread in the fteps of Whitly, Hammond, Burkit,
and every confiftent fpiritual expofitor of holy writ, our new
commentator, out of his paradoxical genius, labours to prove,
that when the great Apoftle afferts, that <¢ charity never fails,”
and therefore hath the preference over faith and hope, he
means nothing lefs than to affert its eternal duration, and that
confequently his true meaning hath hitherto efcaped every un-
wary reader but himfelf, pages 75, 6, 7. Confcious, no
doubt, of this fingularity, and juftly aware of its needing
fome apology, he very properly adds, page 82. that fuch an
uncommon interpretation ¢ inftrucs the unwary reader, with
¢ what caution ahd application he fhould come to the ftudy
s¢ of that profound reafoning with which all St. Paul’s
¢ epiftles abound.” And may I not, at leaft with as great
propriety {ubjoin, that this may alfo inftruét every unwary rea-
der, with what caution he fhould come to the ftudy of that
profound reafoping with which this treatife abounds ? fo very
profound, that I believe it exceeds the powers of humanity to
. T a fattom
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fathom its depths, fo far as to draw out of it any true, con<’

fiftent i mtcrpretauon of the Apoftle’s reafoning on this chapter
at all.

I might here add, my dear friend, fome other fpecimens of
our Author’s manner of explaining fcripture, by his fine hu-
man reafon : for inftance, ¢ Keeping ourfelves unfpotted
from the world, he fays, page 157, fignifies only our ufing
the means of grace.” And again, when the Apoftle informs
us, Epbef. v. g. ¢ that the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodnefs,
righteoufnefs, and truth,” he tells us, that ¢ truth refers to
¢ chriftian do&rine, goodnefs to chriftian pradtice, and by
¢¢ rightcoufnefs is meant, the condu& of the whole to parti-
. ¢¢ culars, and conlfifts in that equal gentlenefs of government,

¢ where church-authority is made to coincide with the
¢¢ private rights of conftience ; and this refers to chriftian

¢« difcipline * ;” with feveral fuch like inftances, which even
the moft unwary reader, without much ftudy or application,
may meet with, fcattered up and down this Author’s performs
ance; but this would be too great a digreffion. Indeed I
fhould rot have dwelt fo long even upon this extraordinary
interpretation of the thirteenth chapter of the firft epiftle ta
the Corinthians, had not the writer himfelf called it, tbu decifive
paffage, and given. it ag his opinion, 'page 76, < That this is
¢¢ the only exprefs declaration recorded in feripture, to prove,
¢ that all fupernatural knowledge or divine influence was
¢ to ceafe, when’chriftianity was perfe@ly eftablithed, or the
¢ world arrived at a perfe@ chriftian ftate.” But every day’s
experience, nay this Author’s very boek, proving beyond a
doubt, that chriftianity is not as yet thus perfeétly eftablithed §
we may yet, according to his own principles, expeét divine
manifeftations of grace and knowledge, and fpiritual aids uns
der fpiritual diftreffes, without juftly incurring the imputation
either of fuperftition or fanaticifm.

But to proceed. However profound and unintelligible ouf
Author’s comments may be, yet, when he comes to fhew thé
reafonablencfs and fitnefs of an abatement or total withdraw-

* How much more pertinent is Mr. Clark’s interpretation ? Accord+
ing to him, ¢ Goodunefs is an inclination to do good to others, truth is
freedom from hypocrify and difimulatien, rightcoufnefs is jult dealing.™
* Ephef. v. 9.

ing




[ 203 )

ing of divine influence in thefe laft days, (but woe to the chrif-
tian world if he fucceeds in his unhallowed attempt!) he
fpeaks intelligibly enough. ¢ On the Spirit’s firft defcent
¢ upon the Apofties, he found their minds rude and unin-
¢ formed, ftrangers to all celeftial knowledge, prejudiced in
¢t favour of a carnal law, and utterly averfe to the diftates of
¢ the everlafting gofpel. The minds of thefe he illuminated, -
¢ and, by degrees, led into all truths neceffary for the profef-
¢¢ fors of the faith to know, or for the propagators of it to
¢ teach.”—True.—*¢ Secondly, the nature and genius of
¢¢ the gofpel were fo averfe to all the religious inftitutions of
¢ the world, that the whole ftrength of human prejudices
¢ was fet in oppofition to it. To overcome the obftinacy and
¢¢ violence of thofe prejudices, nothing lefs than the power
¢ of the Holy One was fufficient.”—~Good.—¢¢ And, thirdly
¢ and laftly, There was a time when the powers of this world
¢¢ were combined together for its deftrution. At fuch a pe-
¢ riod, nothing but fuperior aid from above, could fupport
“ humanity in fuftaining fo great,a confli¢t as that which the
¢ holy martyrs encountered with joy and rapture, the horrors
¢¢ of death and torment.”— Excellent.—But what follows ?
r—According to our Author,

Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis.

< But now,” (a dreadful but it is!) the profeflion of chrif-
¢ tianity is attended with eafe and honour;” and we are now,
it feems, fo far from being *¢ rude and uninformed, and ut-
s terly averfe to the dictates of the everlafting gofpel, that
¢¢ whatever there may be of prejudice, it draws anothcr way.
¢« Confequently, a rule of faith being now eftatlithed, the
¢¢ convition which the weight of human teflimory, and the
¢¢ conclufions of human reafon afford us of its truth, are
& abundantly fufficient to fupport us in our rcligious perfe-
¢¢ verance; and therefore it muft certainly be a great mark of
¢¢ fapaticifm, to expeét fuch divine communications, as
¢« though no fuch rule of faith was eftablithed ; and alfo as
¢ highly prefumptuous or fanatical to imagine, that rule to
¢t be fo ebfcure, asto need the further afliftance of the Hnlv
¢¢ Spirit to explain his own meaning.” Pages 85, 86, 87, 88.

This, you will fay, my dear friend, is going pretty far ; and
T 3 indced,
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indeed, fuppofing matters to be as this writer reprefents them,-
I do not fee what great need we have of any eftablithed rule
at all, at leatt in refpect to pradtice, fince corrupt nature is
abundantly fufficient of itfelf, to help us to perfevere in a
religion attended with eafe and bonour. And I verily believe,
that the Deifts throw afide this rule of faith eptirely, not
barely on account of a deficiency in argument tq fupport its
uthenticity, but becaufe, they daily fee fo many who profefs
to hold this cftablithed, felf-denying rule of faith with their
lips, perfevering all their lives long in nothing elfe but an
endlefs and infatiable purfuit after worldly eafe and honour.
But what a total ignorance of human nature, and of the true
unalterable genius of the everlafting gofpel, doth our Author’s
arguing difcover ! For fuppofing, my dear friend, that this
ar any other writer fhould undertake to prove, that the ancient
Greeks and Romans were born wiih fickly, difordered, and
crazy hodies, but that we, in modern days, being made of 3
firmer mould, and being blefled with the eftablifhed rules of
Galen and Hippacrates, need now no further affiftance from,
any prefent phyfician, either to explain or apply thofe rules
to our prelent ails and corporeal diftrefles ; though we could
not, without the help of fome linguift fuperior to ourfelves, fo,
much as underftand the language in which thofe authors
wrote. Suppofing, I fay, any -one was to take it into his
head to write in this manner, would he not be juftly deemed
a dreaming enthufiaft or real fanatic? And yet this would
be juft as rational as to infinuate, with our Author, that we
who are born in thefe laft days, have lefs depravity in our na-
tures, lefs enmity to, and lefs prejudice againft the Lorp
Jesus CHRIsT, and lefs need of the divine teachmgs of the
Blefled Spirit to help us to underftand the true fpiritual
meaning of the holy fcriptures, than thofe who were born in
the firft ages of the gofpe]. For as it was formerly, fo it,is now,
the natural man difcerneth not the things of the Spirit: and
why ? ¢ Becayfé they can only be fpiritually difcerned.”
But when is it that we muft believe this Author? For, p. 73.
he talks of ¢¢ fome of the firft chriftians, who were in the-
¢ happy circumftance of being found innocent, when. they
¢ were led into the pra&tice of all virtue by the Holy.Spirit.”
And what occafion for that, if foynd innocent ! But hew

" inoogcent
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innocent did the Holy Spirit find them ? Doubtlefs, juft as™
innocent as it finds us, ¢ Conceived and born in fin.” Hay-
ing in our fleth, our depraved nature, no good thing ; bring-
ing into the world with us a corruption, which renders us liable
to Gop’s wrath and eternal damnation ; with a carnal mind,
which is enmity againft Gop, and a heart, the thoughts and:
imaginations of which, are declared to be only evil, and that
continually ; and whofe native and habitual language, though
born and educated under a chriftian difpenfation, is identically
the fame as that of the Fews, ¢ We will not have the Lorp
JEsus to reign over us.” This, and this alone, my dear
friend, is all the innocence that every man, naturally the off-
fpring of Adam, whether born in the antideluviard, patriarchal,
mofaic, apoftolic, or prefent age, can boaft of. And if this
be matter of falt, (and who that knows himfelf can deny it ?)
it is fo far from being fuperftitious or fanatical to affert the ab-

* folute neceffity of a divine influence, or a power fuperior to
that of humanity ; that it is a moft irrefragable argument for
4ts continuance without the leaft abatement, or withdrawing
whatfoever. Daily experience proves, that without fuch i
power, our underftandings cannot be enlightened, our wills
fubdued, our prejudices and enmity overcome, our affetions
turned into a proper channel, or, in fhort, any one individual
of the apoftate fallen race of fdam be faved. And if fo, what
becomes of our Author’s arguments, to fhew the fitnefs of an
abatement or total withdrawing of divine influence in thefe
gofpel days? Might he not with as great confiftency, have
undertaken to fhew, the fitnefs of an abatement or total with-
drawing of the irradiating light and genial warmth of the na-
tural fun? For, as the earth on which we tread, ftands as

. much in need now of the abiding influence of the genial rays

of that great luminary, in order to produce, keep up, and
complete the vegetative life in grafs, fruits, plants, and flowers,
as it did in any preceding age of the world; fo our earthly
hearts do now, and always will ftand in as much need of the
quickening, enlivening, transforming influences of the Spirit
of JEsus CHRIsT, that glorious fun of righteoufnefs, as the
hearts of the firft apoftles : if not to make us preachers, yet
to make us chriftians, by beginning, carrying on, and com-
pleating that holinefs in the heart and life of cvery beligver in

T 4 cvery
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- gyery age, without which no man living fhall fee the Lozn,
And the fcriptures are fo far fram eacouraging us to plead for
a diminution of divine influence in thefe laft days of the gof~
pels becqufe an external rufe of faith is thereby eRablithed, that
on the contragy, we arc encouraged by this very edsblifhed
rule to expe&, hope, long, and pray for larger and more ex-
tenfive thowers of divine influence than any former age hath
ever yet experienced. For, are we pot therein taught to pray,
¢¢ That we may be filled with all the fulnefs of Gop,” and
to wait for a glorious epocha, “ Whea the ecarth fhall be
filled with the knowledge of the Lorp, as the watess cover
the feas ” Do not all the aints on earth, and all the fpirits of
juft men made perfedt in heaven; nay, all the angels and
archangels about the thrope of the Moft High Gop, night
and day, join in this united cry, Lorp Jgsvs, thys let thy
kingdom come !

. But, by this tim¢, my dear friend, I imagine you weuld be
glad to know againft whom thefe brutz fulmina, this unfcrip-
tural artillery is levelled. Our Author fhall inform yeu:
¢ All modern pretenders to divine influence in general ;" and
you may be affured ¢ the poar Methodifls (thofe fcourges and
eye-fores of formal, felf-righteous, letter-learned profeflors) in
particular.” ‘To expofe, and fet thefe off in a ridiculous light,
(a method that Fulian, after all his various tortures, found
moft effeCtual) this writer runs from Dan to Beerfheba; gives
© us quotation wpon quotation out of the Rev. Mr. Fobn Wefley's
Journals ; and to ufe his ewa fimile upon another occafion,
by a kind of Egyptian hufbandry, draws together whole droves
of oblcene animals, of his own formation, who rufh in fu-
rioufly, and thea trample the Journals; and this fe&, already
every-where fpoken againft, under their feet. In reading this
part of his work, I could not help thinking of the Papifts
drefling Fobn Huft in a cap of painted devils, before they de-
livered him up to the fecular arm. For our Author calls the
Rev. Mr. obn Wefly, *¢ Paltry mimick, fpiritual empiric,
¢« {piritual marcialift, meek apoftle, new adventurer.” The
Methodifts, according to him, are ¢ modern apoﬁlcs, the
¢ faints, new miffionaries, illumicated do&ors, this fect of
£¢ fanatics, Methodifm itfelf is modern faintthip, Mr. Law
¢ begat it, and Coung ZinzendorfFrocked the ctadlc; and the
devil
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devil himfelf is man-midwife to their new birth.” And yet
this is the man, my dear friend, who in his preface to this
very book, lays it down, as am invariable maxim, ¢¢ That
¢¢ tzuth is mever fo grofsly injured, or its advocates fo difho-
¢ noured, as when they employ the foolith arts of fophiftry,
¢« buffoonery, and perfonal abufe in its defence.” By thy
own pen thou fhalt be tried, thou haplefs, miftaken advocate
of the chriftian csufe. Nay, not content with drefling up this
meek apoftle, this fpiritual empiric, thefe new miffionaries,
in bear-fkins, in order to throw them out tb be bated by an
ill-natwred world, he procceds ‘to rake up the very athes of
the dead ; and, like the Witch of Endor, as far as in him lies,
attempts to bring up and difquict the ghofts of one of the moft
venerable fets of men that ever lived upon the earth ; I mean
the goed old Puritans : ¢ For thefe, (fays our Author) who
# now go under the name-of Methodifts, in the days of our
<¢ fore-fathers, under the firm reign of Queen Elizabeth, were
¢ called Precifians ; but then, as a precious metal which had
< undergone its trial in the fire, and left all its drofs, the fet,
¢ with great propriety, changed its name,” (a very likely
“ thing, to give themfelves a nick-game, indeed) from Pre-
¢ cifian to Puritan. Then, in the weak and diftra&ted times
< of Cbarles the Firfl, it ventured to throw off the mafk, and
« under the new name of Independant, became the chief
¢« agent of all the dreadful diforders which terminated that
¢ unhappy reign.” So that according to this Author’s heral-
dic, gencalogical fition, ¢ Methodifm is the younger daughter
¢ to Independancy, and now a Methodift is an apoftolic In-
¢ dependant;” (Gop grant he may always deferve fuch a
glorious appellation) ¢ But an Independant was then a Ma-
« bometan Methodift.” Pages 142, 143, 144. What! an
Independant a Mabometan Methodifk? What ! the learned
Dr. Owen, the great Dr. Gosdwin, the amiable Mr. Howe, and
thole glorious worthies who firft planted the New-England
chusches, Aabometan Methodifts! Would to Gob, that
mot only this writer, but all who now profefs to preach
CHaisT in this land, were not only almoft, but altogether
fuch Mabometan Methodifts, in refpet to the do&rine of di-
vine influence, as they were! For 1 will veoture to affirm,
that if it had not been for fuch Adabometan Methodifts, and

b ¢ their
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their fucceflors, the free-grace diffenters, we fhould fome years
ago, have been in danger of finking into Mahometan Metho-
difm indeed ; I mean, into a chriftianity deftitute of any di-
vine influence manifefting itfelf in grace and knowledge, and
void of any fpiritual aid in fpiritual diftrefles. But from fuch

a chriftianity, good Lorp deliver this happy land ! The de-’

fign our author had in view in drawing fuch a parallel, is
eafily feen through. Doubtlefs, to expofe the prefent Metho-
difts to the jealoufy of the civil government. For, fays he,
P- 142, “ We fee methodifm at prefent under a well efta-
#¢ blithed government, where it is obliged to wear alefs au-
¢« dacious look. To know its true charatter, we fhould fee
¢ it in al) its fortunes.” And doth this writer then, in order
to gratify a finful curiofity of feeing methodifm in all its for-
tuncs, defire to have the pleafure of feeing the weak and di-
firalted times of Charles the firft brought back again! Or
dares he infinuate, that becaufe, as he immediately adds, our
countsy hath been produ@ive of every ftrange thing, ¢ that
¢« we are in the leat danger now of any fuch diftraiting turn,
¢ fince we have a King upon the throne, who in his firft moft
¢¢ gracious fpeech to both houfes of parliament, declared, he
¢ would preferve the a&t of toleration inviolable! And that
*¢ being the cafe, blefled be Gop, we are in no danger of any
¢ return of fuch weak and diftralted times, either from the
¢ apoftolic independants, Mahometan Methodifts, or any
¢ religious fect or party whatfoever.,” My dear friend, < if
¢ this is not gibetting up names with unregenerate malice, to
¢ everlafting infamy,” I know not what is. But it happeny
in this, as in fimilar cafes; whilft men are thus bufy in gibbet-
ing up the names of others, they unwittingly, like Haman,
when preparing a gallows for that apoftolic Independent, that
Mahometan Methodift, Mordecai, all the while are only éret-
ing a gibbet for their own,

But, methinks, I fee you now begin to be impatient to know,
(and indeed I have neither inclination nor leifure at prefent to
pusfue our author any further) who this can be that takes fuch

-gigantic ftrides ? I aflure you, he is a perfec? Goliab in the reti-
nue of human learning. Will you guefs ?—Perhaps Dr.
r of Norwich ;—no—he is dead. Certainly not a church-
man ? Ycs; amember, a minifter, a dignitary, a bithop of the

’ s church
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church of England;—and, to keep you no longer in fufpence,
it is no lefs a'man than Dr. #arburton, the author of ¢ The
¢¢ Divine Legation of Mofes,” and now William Lord Bifbop of
Gloscefler. 1 know you are ready to fay, “¢ Tell it not in
¢ Gath, publifh it not in the ftreets of 4jcalon.” Bat, my
dear friend, what can be done? His Lordfhip hath publithed.
it himfelf : nay, his book hath juft gone through a fecond
impreffion ; and that you may fee and judge for yourfelf,
whether I have wronged his Lordfhip or not, (as it is not
very weighty) I have fent you the book itfelf. Upon the pe-
rufal, I am perfuaded you will at leaft be thus far of my .opi
nion, that however decus et tutamen is always the motto en-
graven upon a bifbep’s mitre, it is not always moft certain,
though™his Lordfhip fays it is, p. 202, that they are written
in every prelate’s breafi ? And how can this prelate in parti-
eular, be faid to be the ornament and fafeguard of the Church
of England ? when his principles are as dire&tly contrarg to the
offices of that church, over which he is by divine permiffion
made overfeer, as light is contrary to darknefs. You know,
my dear friend, what our minifters are taught to fay whea
they baptize : ¢ I befeech you to call upon Gob the Father,
¢ through our LorD JEsus CuRrisT, that of his bounteous
¢¢ goodnefs he will grant to this child that thing which by,
¢ natuse he cannot have.” But what fays his Lordthip?
¢« All influence exceeding the pewer of bumanity, is miracu-
¢¢ lous, and therefore to abate or be totally withdrawn, now
¢¢ the church is perfeitly eftablithed.” What fay they when
they catechife ? «“ My good child, know this, that thou art
. ¢ not able to do thefe things of thyfelf, nor to walk in the
¢ commands of Gop, and to ferve him without is fpecial
¢ grace.” But what {ays his Lordthip ? ¢ A rule of faith be-
$¢ ing now eftablithed, the convictien which the weight of
s¢ buman teflimony, and the conclufions of baman reafon afford,
¢¢ are abundantly fufficient to fupport us in our religious per~
$¢ feverance,” What fays his Lordthip himfelf, when he
confirms children thus catechifed ? ¢¢ Strengthen them, we
¢¢ befeech thee, O Lorp, with the Holy Ghaft, the Com-
¢« forter, and daily increafe in them thy. manifald’ gifts of
“$¢ grace, the {pirit of wifdom and underftanding, the fpirit
€ of counfel and ghoftly firength.” But what fays his La:d-
' v ip’
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fhip, when he fpeaks his own fentiments ? ¢ All aids in fpis
< ritual diftreffes, as well as thofe which adminiftered help in
¢¢ corporeal difeafes, are now abated or totally withdrawn.”
‘What fays his Lordfhip when he ordains ? ¢ Doft thou truft
¢¢ that thou art inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft? then,
¢ geceive thou the Holy Ghoft.”

Come, Huly Ghoft, eur fouls infpire,
And lighten with celeflial five :

Thou the anointing Epirit art,

Who dofl thy [even-fold gifts impart.
Thy bleffed unélion from above,

Is comfort, life, and power of love ;
Enable with perpetual light,

The dulnefs of our blinded fight.

What fays his Lordthip when pronouncing the blefing?
<t The peace of Gop, which paffeth all underftanding, keep
¢ your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of Gob.”
But what fays his Lordthip when retired to his ftudy ? < All
« fupematutal influence, manifefting itfelf in grace and know-
¢¢ ledge, is miraculous, and therefore to ceafe under a perfe&
¢¢ eftablithment.”—What fays ?—But I check myfelf; for
the time would fail me, was I to urge all thofe quotatiens
‘that might be produced out of the articles, homilies, and pub-
lic offices, to confront and invalidate the whole tenor and
foundation of his Lordfhip’s performancc. But how it is
confiftent with that wifdom which is from above, (and by
which his Lordfhip attempts to arraign, try, and condemn
the Reverend Mr. j‘abn Wefley) to fubferibe to, and make
ufe of public offices, in the church, and then as publicly deny
and centradiét them in the prefs, I leave to his Lordfhip’s
more calm and deliberate confideration, Sure I am, if
weighed in the fame balance, his Lordthip would be found
equally wanting, at leaft. Indeed, during the whole trial,
I.could fcarcely refrain breaking out into the language of
the eunuch of Queen Candace, to Philip the evangelift,
& Speaketh the prophet this of himfelf, or of fome other
¢ man ?” T hope, my dear friend, you know me better than
to fufpeét I thus retort upon his Lordfhip, in order to throw
duft in your cyes to prevent your feeing what his Lordfhip
. may

!
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may jultly except againft, in the condu@ of -the Methodifts
in general, or in the journals of the Reverend Mr. §obn Wefiey

in particular. Whatever that indefatigable labourer may

think of his,.you know I have long fince publicly acknow-
ledged, that there were, and doubtlefs, though now fent
forth in a more corredt atiire, there are yet, many exception
able paffages in my journals. And I hope it will be one of the
conftant employments of my declining years, to humble my.
felf daily before the Moft High Gob, for the innumerable
mixtures of corruption which have blended themfelves with
my feeble, but, I truft, fincere endeavours, whether from the
prefs or pulpit, to promote the Redeemer’s glory, and the
cternal welfare of precious and immortal fouls. And, I affure
you, that if his Lordthip had contented himfelf with pointing
out, or even ridiculing any fuch blemifhes or imprudencies,
or yet ftill more important miftakes, in my own, or any of
the Methodifts condué or performances, I fhould have ftood
intirely filent. But when I obferved his Lordfhip, through
almoft his whole book, not only wantonly throwing about
the arrows and firebrands of fcurrility, buffoonery, and per-
fonal abufe, but, at the fame time, on account of fome un-
guarded exprefions and indifcretions of a particular fet of
honeft, though fallible, men, taking occafion to wound,
vilify, and totally deny the all-powerful, ftanding operations
of the Blefled Spirit, by which alone, his Lordfhip or any
other man living can be fanétified and fealed to the day of
eternal redemption, 1 muft own that I was conftrained to vent
myfelf to you, as a dear, and intimate friend, in the manner
1 have done. Make what ufe of it you pleafe ; perhaps here-
after I may trouble you with fome further remarks.

' At prefent, you know I am on the road to Scotland, in or-
der to embark for #merica. And therefore I would now only
obferve to you further, that the unguarded unwary method
made ufe of by his Lordthip to ftop, will rather ferve to in-

_creafe and eftablith, what he is pleafed to term a fet of fana-
tics. The more judicious Bithop Burmet, (as 1 heard an
acute advocate once obferve,) in the general affembly of the
Church of Scotland, prefcribed a much better (and itdeed the
only effectual and truly apoftolic) way to ftop the progrefs of

- the puritan minifters, when complained againft by fome :f

the
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the clergy, for breaking into and preaching in their parochial.
charges ; ¢ Out-live, out-labour, out-preach them,” faid his
Lordthip. And that the Reverend Mr. Fobn Wefley himfelf
(that famed leader of the Methodifts) and every Methodift
preacher in England may be thus outed and intirely annihilated,
is, and fhall be, the hearty prayer of one, who, though lefs
than the leaft of them all, begs leave to fubfcribe himfelf, in
great hafte, but greater love and efteem,

Yours moft affeQionately,

In a never-failing Emmanuel,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

A RECOM-
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A

RecoMMenDATORY PrEFACE to the
Works of Mr. Jorn Bunvan,

Gbrg'/lim Rlddlf;
F fuch thou art in reality, or if only a baré outward profef-
for, thou needeft not be informed, that the all-graclous
Emmanuel, in the days of his fleth, after he had given us 2
glorious difplay of the divine fovercignty in difpenfing the
everlafting gofpel, broke forth into thefe emphatic words,
¢t I thank thte, Holy Father, LorD of Lieaven and earth,
¢¢ that thou haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent,’
“ and haft revedled them unto babes. Even (6, Father,
¢ for fo it feemed good in thy fight.” Agreeable to this,’
fays the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, * Gob hath chofen
«¢ the foolifh things of tliis world to confound the wife : and’
% Gob hath chofen the weak things of the world, to con-
“ found the thihgs which ate mighty ; and bafe things of the
« world, and things which are defpifed hath Goo chofen,’
¢¢ yea, and things that are not, to bring to nought things
< that are.” And why / That no fleth fhould glory in his
prefence.

Perhaps, next to the firt publithers of the gofpel of the
blefled Gop, thefe fayings were never more ftrongly exem-
plified in any fingle individual (at leaft in this, or the laft cens
tury) than in the converfion, miniftry and writings of that
éminent fervant of Jesus Curist, Mr. Fobn Bunyan, who
was of the meaneft “occupation, and a notoriaus fabbdath-
breaker, drunkard, f{wearer, blafphemer, &c. by habitual
praétice : And yet, through rich, free, fovercign, dxﬁmgulfh-

Vor. 1V. U ing
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ing grace, he was chofen, called, and afterwards formed, by
the all-powerful operations of the Holy Ghoft, to be a fcribe
ready inftru&ed to the kingdom of Gop. The two volumes
of his works formerly publithed ; with the great fuccefs that
attended them in pulling down Satan’s ftrong-holds in finners
hearts, when fent forth in fmall detached parties, are preg-
nant proofs of this, Somé of them have gone through a

great variety of editions. His Pilsrims Progrefs i in particular,
hath been tranflated into various languages, and to this day
is réad with the greateft pleafure, not only by the truly feri-
ous, of divers religious perfuafions, but likewife by thofe, to
whom pleafure is the end of reading. Surely it is an original,

and we may fay of it, to ufe the words of the great Dotor Gosd-

win in his preface to the cpiftle to the Epbefians, that it fmells
of the prifon. It was written when the author was confined
in Bedford-goal. And minifters never write or preach fo well
as when under the crofs : the fpirit of CHRIST and of glory
then refts upon them.

It was this, no doubt, that made the Pun'aru of the laft
century fuch burning and thining lights, When caft out by
the black Bartholomew-a&, and driven from their refpetive
charges to preach in barns and fields, in the highways and
hedges, they in an efpecial manner wrote and pmched s
men having authority. Though dead, by their writings they.
yet fpeak : a peculiar unétion attends them to this very hour
and for thefe thirty years paft I have remarked, that the more,,
true and vital religion hath revived either at home or abroad,,
the more the good old puritanical writings, or the authors of
a like ftamp who lived and died in communion of the church
of England, have been called for. Among thefe may be juftly
reckoned thofe great luminaries, Bithop Fewel, Upber, An-
drews, Hall,  Reynolds, Hopkins, Wilkins, Edwards, who,
notwithftanding a difference of judgment in refpe& to out-
ward cburch-government, all agreed (as their printed works
manifeftly evince) in afferting and defending the grand eflen-,
tial truths for which the Puritans, though matters of an in-
ferior nature were urged as a pretext, chiefly fuffered, and
were ejeéted. The impartial Doltor Hodges therefore (late

provoft of Oriel Collzge in Oxford) in his elaborate treatife m;
title
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titled Elibu, hath done himfelf honour in"faying, that ¢ the
¢¢ old Puritans and Prefbyterians in general, till a divifion
¢ happened lately among them, deférve praife for their fteatly
¢ and firm adherence to the principal and fundamental doc-
s¢ trines of chriftianity.” Their woiks fill praife them in the
gates ; and without pretending to a fpirit of prophecy, we
may venture to affirm, that they will live and flourith, wheri
more modern performances, of a contrary caft, notwithftand-
ing their gaudy and tinfelled trappings, will languith and di¢
in the efteern of thofe; whofe underftandings are apened to
difcern what comes neareft to the fcripture ftandard.

This confideration, hath induced me to preface the prefent
large and elegant edition of the Reverend Mr. Jobn Bunyan's
works ; which, with the unparallcled commentary of the good
Mr. Matthew Henry, the pious and praical writings of the
excellent Mr. Flavel, and the critical and judicious commen-
taries and tra&s of the accurate Do&or Owen, I hear are en-
quired after; and bought up, more and more every day. The
_ laft forementioned worthy, though himfelf fo great a fcholar;
and for fome time chancellor of one of our moft famous uni-
verfities, as I have been credibly informed; attended on the
fermons, and countenanced the minifterial labours of our
Reverend author; when, by teafon of his being unfkilled in
the leatned languages; and a few differences in lefler matters
(as will always be the cafe in this mixed ftate of things) he
was lightly efteemed by fome of lefs enlarged fentiments.
But this; I muft own, more particularly endears Mr. Bunyas
to my heart ; he was of a catholic fpirit, the want of water
adult baptifm with this man of Gop, was no bar to outward
chriftian communion. And I am perfuaded, that if, like him;
we were morie decply and experimentally baptized into the be-
nign and gracious influences of the blefled Spirit, we thould
be lefs baptized into the waters of ftrife, about circumftantials
and ron-effencials.  For being thereby rooted and grounded
in the love of Gop, we fhould neceffarily be conftrained
to think, and let think; bear with and forbear one another
in love ; and without faying ¢ I am of Paul, Apollos, ot
Cephas,” have but one grand, laudable, difinterefted ftrife,
namely, who thould live, preach and exalt the ever-loving, alto-

Y2 geiher
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_ gether lovely Jesus moft. ‘That thefe volumes may be bleft to
beget, promote and increafe fuch divine fruits of real and
undefiled religion in the heasts, lips and lives of readers,
of all ranks and denominations, is the earneft prayer of,

Chriftian reader,
Thy foul’s well-wifher in our common Logbp,

GeorG6e WHITEFIELD,

London, Fan. 3, 1767,

Coayy ' ALET-
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A
. ET T E R
TO THE

"Reverend Dr. DUREL L.

Reverend Sir, London, April 12, 1768.

OU being a Mafter of Ifrael, and placed at the head of

one of the moft renowned feats of learning in the world,
need not be informed, that the miffion of the Holy Ghoft is
the one grand promife of the new, as the coming of Jesus
CHrisT was the great promife of the Old Teftament difpen-
fation. “¢I will pray the Father, (fays our blefled Lorn
to his almoft difconfolate Difciples) and he fhall give you
another Comforter.”” And again, It is expedient for you, that
I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you ; but if I'depart (it being the purchafe of his all-
atoning blood, and defigned to be the immediate - fruit and
proof of the reality of his refurretion, and fubfequent afcen-
fion into heaven) I will fend him unto you.” And that they
might know, thgt this Comforter was not to be confined to,
or monopolized by them, but was to be of ftanding general
ufe, he immediately gives them intimations of the defign and
nature of his office ; and therefore adds, “ and when he is
come, hc will convince the world of fin, and of righteoufnefs,
and of judgment.”

A ftrange, and till then unheard of, promife, this! Such
as a Confucius, Zoroafler, or any other fititious uninfpired
prophet or lawgiver never dreamt of. A promife, which none
but one, who was Gob over all, could dare to make; a pro-

U 4 mife,
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mife, which none but one, who was. Gop over al!, could
poflibly fulfil.

Agrecable to this promife, hg having afceudeJ up on high,
Yed captivity captive, and received this gift for men, the divine
Paraclete, this Holy Ghoft, ¢ on the day of Pentecoft, came
dowp from heaven like a ‘rufhing mighty wind; and there
appeared cloven tongues,‘like as of fire, and Fit upon exch
of the Apoftles.” The cffelts were immediate and vifible ;
poor, illiterate fithermen, inftantaneoufly commenced feholars,
preachers, orators. And well they might; for, being filled
with the Holy Ghoft, as the Spirit gave them utterance, they
began to fpeak with other tongues the wondgrful tbnng; of
Gop.

But what was all this divine apparatus, this divine preach-
ing, this divine oratory intended for? The following verfes
inform us: the hearers of thofe wonderful things, the fpec-
tators of this tranfcendently amazing fcepe, ¢ were pricked
to the heart, and were made to cry out, Men and brethren,
what thall we do? And the fame'day were added to this infant
church about three thoufand fouls.” Here were proofs, fub-
ftantial, inconteftable proofs, of the reality of the refurreStion
and afcenfion, and likewife of the efficacy of the all-powerful
, ihterceffion " their once crucified, but now exalted Lorp;
hot .only fubftantial and inconteftable, but at the fame time
entirely fuitable to the nature of his miffion, who in the days
of his flefh, by his do&rines and miracles declared, that his
only defi ign In coming into our 'world, was to faye finners.

Upon this rock, namely, ¢ an experimental manifeftation
and application of his divinity to the renewed heart,” {which
Hefh and blood, human reafon, vain philofophy, ‘moral fuafion,

er any, or all barely external evidence whatfoever, cannot e-
veal) hath he built, doth he'now build, and will continué to
build his church ; and therefore it is, that the gates, neither
the power nor policy of he]l, fhall ever be able to prevail
again¥it. By the influence of this almighty Agent, hath he

romiled to be with his minifters and people, eyen to the énd
of the world.  And apreeable to this, hath taught vy daily ta
pray, that his kmgdom may come ; which’being to be begun,
carried on and completed, by onc continued emanation of
dwme influgnce communicated to believers' in the ufe-of: all

#ppointed



[ 3133

appointed means, can.alone enable us to do Gob’s will on
carth, with any degree of that unammxty, chearfulnefs, uni-’
verfality and perfeverance, as it #s done by the holy Angels
above. And as this is the daily pnited prayer of the whole:
catholic cburch, however diftrefled or difperfed, and however
varying as tp circumftantials and non-effentials, over the whole
easth; it foHoweth, that every addition of any individual mo~
nument of divine mercy, out of -every nation, language, or
tongue, muft be looked upon in part, as an anfwer to the
daily prayer-of every individual believer under heaven.

Hence, no doubt, it is, that as the angels are fent forth to

be miniftring fpirits, to minifter to thofe who fhall be heirs of
falvation, that there is faid to be ¢ j joy in heaven over every
finner that repenteth.” And as there is joy in heaven, fo in
proportlon as men rife intd the nature of angels, will there be
joy alfo upon the fame account amongft good men on earth.
Accordingly, the lively oracles inform us, that ¢ when the
Apaftles and Brethren which were in Fudea heard that the
Gentiles alfo had received the word of Gob, they glorified
bim, faying, then .hath Gop alfo to the Gentiles granted re~
pentance unto life. .
. And oonformahly to this, we are told, that ¢ when Bar-
nabas came to Antioch, and faw the grace of Gop, he was
glad.” And why? Becaufc he was a good man, and full of
the Holy Ghoft and of faith. And as the fame caufe will al-
ways be productive of the fame cffe®, perfons endued with
the fame benign and godlike difpafition with this good man,
will always be glad when they fee or hear of any fcriptural
marks, or practical evidences of true and undefiled religion,
wrought in, or appearing upon any fubje& of divine grace
whatfoever.. And this joy muft neceffarily rife, in proportion
as fuch fnbje&s, cither by their abilities, or circumftances,
and fituation in life, promife more important and extenfive-
wicfulnefs in the world and church of Gob.

No wonder therefore, reverend Sir, that it hath gladdened
the beasts of many, and afforded matter of uncommon joy
and thankfgiving to the Father of mercies and Gop of all
confolation, to hear, that for fome time paft there hath been
a more than common religious concern and zeal for promoting
Wl' pwn. 3nd others falvztwn, among fome of the fons gf the
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Prophets. Wbat a pleafing profpeét hath hereby been opened
of a future blefling to the rifing generation! A blefling, which
we well hoped, would be not lefs falutary and beneficial to the
moral, than.the new crufe of falt was to part of the natural
world, which the Prophet Elifba, when complaint was made
that the water was naught and the ground barren, caft inta
the fpring of waters, with a ¢ thus faith .the Lorp, there
fhall not be from thence, any more dearth or barren land:
fo the waters were healed unto this day.”

But alas| how is this general joy damped, and the pleaﬁng
profpe& almoft totally eclipfed, by a late melancholy fcene
exhibited in that very place, from whence, as from a fountain,
many of their preachers frequeatly and exprefly pray, that
pure ftreams may for ever flow, to water the city of the living
Goo? You need not be told, reverend Sir, what place I mean:
it was the famous univerfity of Oxford. Nor need I mention
the fcene exhibited ; it was 8 tribunal, a vifitatorial tribunal,
ereQted in Edmund-Hall; fix pious fludents, who promifed to
be the falt of the carth, and lights of the world; entire friends
to the do&rines and liturgy of our church, by a citation pre-
vioufly fixed upon the college door, were fummoned to appear
before this tribunial,” They did appear; and, as fome were
pleafed to term it, were tried, convited, and to clofe the
fcene, in the chapel of the fame hall, confecrated and fet
apart for nobler purpofes, had the fentence of expulfion pub-
licly read and pronounced againft them,

So fevere a fentence, in an age when almoft every kind of

proper difcipline is held with {o lax a rein, hath naturally ex-~
cited a curiofity in all that bave heard of it, to inquire, of
what notable crime thefe delinquents may have been guilty,
to deferve fuch uncommonly rigorous treatment, But how
will their curiofity be turned into indignation, when they are
told, that they were thus rigaroufly handled for doing no evil
at all, and that * no fault could be found in them, fave in
the law of their Gop "

It is true indeed, one article of impeachment was, ¢ that
. fome of them were of trades before they entered into thé uni-
verfity.” But what evil or crime worthy of expulfion -can
there be in that ? To be called from any, though the meancft
mechanic employ, to the ftudy of the liberal arts, where 3

: natural
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natural genius hath been given, was never yet looked upon as
a reproach to, or diminution of, any great and public charac-
ter whatfoever. Praofane biffory affords us a variety of examples
of the greateft herqes, who have been fetched even from the
plough, to command artmcs, and who pesformed the greateft
exploits for their country’s good. And if we examine facred
biftery, we tha)l figd, that even David, after he was anointed
king, looked back with fweet complacence to the sock from
whence he was hewn, and is not albamed to leave it upon re-
cord, that ¢ Gop took him away from the fheep-folds, as he
was following the ewes great with young ones;” and as though
he loved to repeat it, ¢ be took him, (fays he) that he might
feed Faceb his people, and Jfrael his inheritance.”

But why fpeak I of David? When JEsus of Nazareth,
Pavid's Lorp, and David's King, had for his reputed father
a carpenter, and in all probability, as it was a common pro-
verb among the Fews, that ¢ he who-did nat teach his fon a
trade, taught bim to be a thief;” he worked at the trade of a
carpenter himfelf? For this, ipdced, he was repraached and
maligned ; ¢ Is not this, faid they, the carpenter’s fon? Nay,
is not this the carpenter ?”” But who were thofe maligners
The greateft enemies to the power of godlinefs which the world-
ever faw, the Scribes and Pharifees; that ¢¢ generation of vi-
pers,” as obn the Baptift calls them, who upon every occafion
were fpitting out their venom, and fhooting forth their arrows, .
even bitter words, againft that Son of man, even that San of
Gob, who, to difplay his favereigaty, and confound the wif-
dom of the worldly wife, chofe poor fithermen to be his,
Apoftles ; and whofe chief of the Apoftles, though bred up at
the feet of Gamaliel, both before and- after his call to the apof-
tlethip, laboured with his own hands, and worked at the trade
of 2 tcntomaker.

If from fuch exalted and more d:ﬁant, we defcend to more
modern and inferior charatcrs, we fhall find, that very late,
not to fay our prefent times, furnith us with inflances of fome,
even of our dignitaries, who have been called from trades that
tended to help and feed the body, not only to bigber employs .
of a fpmtual nature, but even to prefide over thofe that are
entrufted with the cure of foyls. And who knows but fome
of thefe young ftydents, though originally mechanics, if tb:g

ha
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had been fuffered to bave purfued their ftudies, might have’
either climbed afer them to fome preferment in: the church,
or been advanced to fome office in that univerlity from which
they are now expelled? Qae. of the preient revesend and
worthy Pro&ors, we are told, was formerly a Lieutepant in
the army ; and as fuch a military employ 'was po impediment’
to his being 2 minifter or ProQos, it may be prefumed, that
being formerly of trades couldhave been no- juft impediment
to thefe young men becoming, in procefs of time, true gofpel’
minifters and good foldiers of Jasus CurisT, .
- Their being accuftomed to prayer, whether with or wnh-
out a form, 1 humbly apprehend, would by no means difqua-
lify them for the private or public dilchatge of any part of
their minifterial funétion. ¢ In that day, thar gofpel-day,
(thefe laft dzys wherein we Jive) faith the great Gon, I will
pour out a Spirit of grace and a Spirit of fupplication upon the
boafe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Ferafolem.” Aad
the Apoftle Paul {peaks of it as the common privilege of all
believers, ‘that'¢ the Holy Spirit helps their infirmities, and’
maketh interceflion for them with groanings which cannat be
uttered.”” - - Forms .of prayer, certainly, have- their ufe; and
teko it altogether, our Ewgh/b liturgy is, without dqubt, one
of the moft excellent eftablithed forms of public prayer in the
" wotld : but then, as no form, in the very nature of the tha
can poffibly fuit every particular cafe, it is to be feared that
many-muft never pray, at leaft for the particular things they
moft ftind in need of, if they are fo to be.tied up:to their
forms, that they cannot vaty from them, or ufe free puycr at
alk.
‘The great Bithop W5lkins thcrcfore wnfely wrotc an cxcel-
“lent treatife' on the benefit and importance of .this kind of *
ptayer : and ‘could our univerfity-youth be trained up to wie
proper extémpore prayer, both before and after fermon; in the
opinion’ of all good judges, it would be as commenduble, =
that ftrange cuftom of putting off our auditories with: what is
called the ‘bidding prayer 5 in which there is wot one. petition_
for a blefling upon the following fermon, snd fcarce any dluxg
mentioned, but what hath been prayed for over and éver agum,
in the preceding common fervice of our churth, -+ -
Ba' foppofing fuch libesty thould be denied in public, as ﬂ'cd
ble.
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.bleffed be Gob it is not, furely we may be allowed, at leaft
it cannot be deemed finful, to ufe fres prayer fn our fecret, or
private focial exercifes of devotion.. If fo, what finners, what

great finners muft they have beew, who prayed, and that too ~

out of neceflity, in'an extempore .way, before any forms. of
prayer waere or could bo princed or heard of} The prayers
we readiof in fevipture, ‘thec prayers. which opened and fhut
hehven, the effectual, fervent, criergetic prayers of thofe righw
teous and holy men of old, which availed fo much with Gob,
were all of an extempore nature. And I am-apt to believe,
if not only our ftudents and minifbers, but priyate chriftisns,
were born-from above, and taught of Gob,. as thofe wreftlers
,with Gop were, they would not want forms of prayer, though
we'have fuch a variety of them, any more than they did.
. The fick, the lame, theblind, the lepers: that came to our
.LoRrp for healing, wanted no boak to teach them how. to -
.prefs their wants. Though fome were only poor beggars, and
.others; as the fclforighteous Scribas and Pharifees fupescilioufly
.chofe to'term them, ¢ Gentile dogs,” yet,. confcious of their
wants, and' having a heart-fele fenfe of their diftrefs,. *“ out
‘of the abundance: of their hearts their mouths fpake;”..and

.the compaffionate Emmannel, who came to heal ous-ficknofies
and bear .our infirmities, fent them away with @ “ Go ig -

:pm, thy faith hath made thee whole be jt unto thee even
.as-thou.wilt.”

-How. unlike, yea how vety unlike fuch.a bjefled dn’mﬂiou,
is the treatment thelc young. ftudents bave lately met with at
Edwnund-Hall? who, among#t other crimes of a like nature,
-were expelled for ufing extempore prayer. A crime not fo much
as mentioned in any of our law-books; a crime, for which,

in this laft century at leafl, no onec hath ever been,called to°

the bar: of any public court of judicature; and a crime, for
which, it is to be boped, no fudent will .ever heseafter be
Junmmoaed to appear and hear himfelf expelled, at the bar of
any of the severend DoQars, of divinityy or heads of houfes in
.the anjverfity of Oxford,. Bas fhould any be fo infatuated as
to determine, Fthu-like, to drive on thus furioully; as judg-
.mept hath unbappily begun, as.it were, at the very houfe of
.Gop, it is to be koped, that as fome have begn expelled for
.e.t—trmpwz praying, we fhall hear of fome few oihers of a gon-

.- 2 v trary
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traty ftamp, being expelled for axtempore fwearing, which by
all impartial judpes muft undoubtedly be acknowlcdged to be
the greater crime of the two.

Singing, tompofing, ot reading hymns compofed by others,
and doing this in company, feems to be as little criminal, as
praying extempore. Whren the laft words of David are about
%o be recorded, he is not only ftiled, * the fon of Feff, the
man who was raifed up on high, the anointed of the Gob of
Faced,” but the grand title of being ¢ the fweet Pflalmift of
Jfrael,” brings up the rear. And * to teach and’ admonifh
one another in plalms, and hymts, and fpiritual fongs,”
as truly a fcriptural command, as * thou fhalt love the Lord
thy Gop with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with
all thy ftrengeh, and thy neighbour as thyfelf.” !

When Elifha the Prophet was-about to prophefy before twd
Xings, he called fot a minfirel, n which he played, to footh
his rufifed paffions, and prepare ‘his heart the better for the
reception of the Holy Spirit. And were the fons oF the Pro=
‘phets more frequently to entertain thémfelves thus, I believe
“#t would be as fuitable to the minifferizl chara@er, and recom:

mend them as much, perhaps more, to a1l ferious chnﬁians,'

tham their tripping up their heels, flipping and dancing at the
mufic of a ball-room, or pleying even a firft fiddle 2t a concert,
And was the-voice of fpiritaal melody more frequently heard by
thofe who come occafionally to vifit our colleges; it otight be
as much to the honour of the univerfity, as the more common
snd too, too frequent moife of box and dice, at ﬂxe ‘ﬂxﬂ#wﬁrl
games of hazard and back-gammon. .« *
. Popith couritries, popifh feminaties, think it no fhame,
difgrace to be heard fmping the high praifes of their Gop in
their convents, their houfes, or even in thieir ftreets ; and why
prosfiants in gemeral, and proteftant ftudents in particular,
fhould be any more athamed of, or reftrained from the free
exercife of fuch ag&ts of devation, either elone, or in private
focieties, no good reafon can be given ; unlefs it be proved to
be good reafoning to affert, that * Proteftants ought to bt
¢ lefs devout tham Papifts.” We muft confefs; that Papifts,
.though they take this liberty of finging and chanting privately
and publicly themfelves, yet deny this liberty of confcience

to our proteftant affemblies ; thofe attending divine worthip

at
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at our ambafladors chapels not excepted. But for Proteftants
to difufe it themfelves, and at the fame time lay as it were a
fpiritual embargo upon their fellow Proteftants, nay punith
and expel them for fo doing, is very unaccountable.

What fpirit then muft thofe be of, Reverend Sir, who have
lately joined in pronouncing the fentence of expulfion againft
fix religious ftudents, not only for having been of trades, and
praying extempore, but for reading and finging bymns alfo?
His Royal Highnefs the late Duke .of Cumberland, was of a
very different difpofition, for when abroad in Germany, in'one
of our late wars, (as I was informed by a perfon then on
guard) hearing one evening, as he was pafling by, a com-
pany of foldiers finging at fome little diftance in a cave, he
afked the centinel what noife, that was ; and being anfwered,
that fome devout foldiers were finging hymns; inftead of cit-
ing them to appear before their officers, ordering them to the
whappmg poft, or ceinmanding them to be drummed out of
the regiment ; aling like himfelf, he only pleafingly replied,
¢ Are they lb’ Let them go on then, and be as merry as
¢ a5 they can.” In this'he a&ted wilely ; for he knew, and
found by repeated experience, as did other commanding offi-
cers, that finging, nay, and praying extempore too, in thefe
private focieties, did not hinder, but rather fitted and animated
thefe devout foldiers to engage, and to fight their country’s
battles in the field. And it may be prefumed, that if thefe
fludents had not been expelled for finging hymns, and praymg
extempore, they certainly weuld not have been lefs, but in'afl
probability much better prepared for handling the fword of the
Spirit, the word of Gop, and fighting therewith, cither from
the prefs or the pulpit, the battles of the LorD of hofts.

To fee or hear fuch divine exercifes treated with reproach,
and fpoken of with contempt by common and open blaf-
phemers, is bad; but that any who came on purpofe to be

trained up for the facred work of the miniftry, thould be look-

ed on as criminal, and expelled an univerfity for being fome-
times employed in them, is too fad a proof, not only that
¢¢ gur gold is become dim, and our fine gold changed, but
that our very foundations are out of courfe.” What then
muft the righteous do?

What indeed, but weep and lament! And weep and lament
6 indeed

-
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ﬁndegd they muft, efpecially when they hear fusther, .t.hat
mieting in a religious fociety, giving a word of exhortation, of
expounding and commenting a little now and then upon fome
portion. of fcripture, are not the leaft of the accufations for
which fome of thefe young worthies had the fentence of ex-
pulfion pronounced againft them. '

It is recorded in the Old Teftament, that in a degenerate
age, « thofe that feared the LorD fpake often one to another;
that the Lorp hearkened and heard, and that a book of res
megbrance was written before him for thofe that feared the
Lorp, and thought on his name: and they fhall be mioe in
that day, faith the Lorp, when I make up my jewels; and
I will fpare them as 2 man fpareth his.own fon that ferveth
him.” Thus it was in the Old Teftament times. Nor aré
fuch meetings mentioned with lefs approbation in the new:
for therein, in order that we may hold the profeflion of our
faith without wavering, we are commanded to * confider ong
another, to provoke unto leve and to good works; not for-
faking the affembling ourfelves together, but exhorting one
another, and fo much the more, as we fee the day approach-
ing.” Nay, one immediate conlequence of that grand effufion
of the Holy Ghoft on the day of Pentecoft, we are told, was
this, that ¢ they who gladly received the word, and were
baptized, continued ftedfaft in the ApoRles doctrine, in fel-
lowthip, in breaking of bread, and in prayer Phis'is' 2
fhort, but withal a full arid bleffed account of the firft truly
apoftolic primitive chutch; and we may vekiture to affirm,
that as we are mor¢ or lefs partakers of a true apoftolic pri
mitive fpirity fuch kind of religious, fellowfhip-riectings, will
in proportion increafe ot decreafe arhong us.. To talk théré-
fore, or write, or preach againft, or by private perfuafion”or
open violence to oppofe, or endeavour to fupprefs, and'dlf-
countehanbe fuch kind of religious focieties, is Hying, as'it
were, in-the very fack of the fcriptures of truth; and of ¥t
Holy Ghoft himfelf. o M

In all eharters granted by the crown, wherein authorfty'h
giwen toshodies corporate to ena& laws, it is always with'di%
Timviestion, 2% that no Jaws fhall be’enacted’ by’ fuck “bisdlés
corporate, contrary to the laws of the realm.” And as'tht
fctiprures’ are: out grand Cides Leguin’ anid Magnid Thired, Sin

Y R PR T R S5 T S T A

o an




. . [ 321 ]
tefped to our reflgious pnncuples and praflices; what aftront
. maft we put upon our country in gcneral and the church of
England in pamcular, even by barely imagining, that any law:
now exifts which probibits her members from frequenting fuch’
focicties as have the divine authority and fuper{cription, fo a(p-
parently ftamped upon them? '

The private meetings that are in any wife deemed and.
denounced #llegal, ate fuch, and fuch aaly, as are feditious,
and compofed of feditious perfons; who affociate, indeed under
a pretence of religion, but in reality to plot againft the flate.
The fooner any that can be conviQed of this, are made to
forfake the affembling themfelves together, the better; and
though compofed of a threefold, three hundred fold, nay a
‘three thoufand fold cord, no matter i, like the cords where-
with the Philiftines bound Sampfen, they were immediately.
broken. But as nothing of this mature can with the leaft
fhado®r of truth be obje@ed againft the meetings and focieties
frequented by thefe fudents, but quite the contraty urged in
_ their favour; if feripture and the practice of the primitive
chriftians are to be our guides, they ought net enly to be per-
. mitted, but be coumenanced and encouraged by every true
tover of our church and nation.

And fuppofing, that in any fuch religious focxety one of
them fhowld venture now and then to drop a word of exhorta-
tion, or even attempt in a fmall degree to open, expound, or
enlarge upon fome pradtical text of fctipture, how can cven
this be looked upon as illegal, much lefs finful, or worthy of
expulfion? when, 1 could almoft fay, it is a necelary prepa-
ration for the future fervice of the inétuary. To be ¢ apt
to teach,” is onc indifpenfable qualification required by fcrip-
ture in 2 Bithop and Prefbyter. But how can this sptnefs oe
an habit of teaching be acquired, withoat the exercife of pres.
vious sdts? Or what bufinefs is there in the wosld, even from.
the Joweft mechanic, to the bigheft profefon uﬂmgﬂ sy
(except that,of divinity) ghe:eiu pupils, clerks, say cotnman
apprentices, are .not by previous cxerciles trained. wp for a
complete proficiency in their refpeQive callings and chpn-
sions?

Our all-wife Mafter, we knpw, fent his Difciples o ﬂwrt
excurfions, before he gave theav the more extenfive commif~

Vor. IV. X fion
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fion to go into all the world : and were our ftadents in gene-
ral, under proper limitations, to be thus exercifed and employ-
ed, while they are kcepmg terms at the umvetﬁty, or among
their poor neighbours in the country, when they return home
in time of vacation, they would not turn out fuch meer no-
vices, or make fuch awkward figures, as too mmany raw crea-,
tures do, when they make their firft appearance in the palpit.
I remember, above thirty years apo, after fome young ftudents
had been vifiting the fick and imprifoned, and had been giving
a word of exhortation in 2 private houfe, that upon meeting
the ordinary and minifter of the parifh in their return to col-
lege, they frankly told him what they had been doing; upon
which, he turned to them, and faid, ¢ Gop blefs you; I
wifh we had more fuch young curates.” A silder, and there-:
fore a more chriffian fentence this, than that of a Jate expulfion
for the very fame fuppofed crimes and mifdemeanors.

As for the reports of thefe young ftudents being accufed or
condemned, for barely being acquainted with, or the occa~
fional vifitors of fome of the moft laborious, pains-taking,
worthy parith-minifters in England, it is almoft altogether in-
credible. And yet the ftanders-by, as well as the fuppofed.
culprits themfelves, we are informed, aver this to be real
matter of fa&: attended with this melancholy aggravmon,
that they were hiffed at, puthed about, and treated in a'man-
ner that the vileft criminal is not allowed to be treated, either
at the Old-Baily, or any court of juftice in the kingdom. We.
are likewife told, that a copy of their indictment was afked
for, but denied them; and not only fo, but that one, from, .
whofe polite .behaviour in the worldly walk, better: things
might have been expe@ted, was heard to fay, as he came out
of chapel, to their grand accufer, after fentence of expulfion
was pronounced, that  he would have the thanks of the
Wwhole univerfity for that day’s work.”

Pudet hac opprobria nobis S
Et dici potuiffe, et non potuiffé rqf:ll:.

What thanks, reverend Sir, he may meet with from’ the.
whole umverﬁty, I know not; but one thing I know, that he
will receive no tharks for that day’s work from the jnnu-
merable comp:my of angels, the general aflentbly of the firft-.
born,
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‘born, which age written in’ heaveri, ot from Gob the judge
of all, in that day when Jmsus, the Mediator of the new
covenant fhall come in his own glory, in the glory of the
Father, and his holy angels, and gather in his ele@ from all
the four cosners of the werld. *

But, reverend Sir, may we not prefume to hope, that this
voluntary: fpeaker for the whole univerfity, whoever he be, it
maketh no matter to me, was fomewhat out, and miftaken in
_ his calculation. - For it feems; not above three or four doc-
tors, if fo many, were prefent, at leaft fat as judges at this ex-
traordinary tribunal. The worthy Provofl of Queen’s, (and
undoubtedly many other worthy heads of houfes were and
are like-minded) was for prefcribing more lenient methods 3
and all are glad to‘bear, that thefe young ftudents wosthy
principal, wha muft neceffarily be fuppofed to be the befb
judge of their principles, pralices, asnd qualifications, boldiy
ftood up in their defence, aflerted their innocence, confronted
their accufers, and brought in books to vindicate bath their
principles.and conduét. But how this worthy principal, as
well as the pupils, were treated, is Beft known to thole who
had.an allive band in all.

However, as the Holy Ghoft liath left it upon tccord,
the honour ©f Nicodemus, that he flood up in defence of our
Lorp before the whole Fewi/b fanhedrim, and was not con-
fenting to his death; fo wherever this a& of expulfion is re+
corded (and recorded it will be, even to lateft pofterity) it will
be mentioned to the honour of Do&or Dixon, (and for aéts
ing ‘thus he will bave the thanks of all moderate, ferious

.fober-minded chriftians in the three kingdoms) that he had no
hand in, but did all he poffibly could to prevent thefe young
mens expulfion, An expulfion. for articles of impeachment to
which indeed the accufed pleaded guilty; but far articles
which (wherever hereafter. they may be called to .minifter in
Joly things) will be their beft teftimonial ; and their expulfion
for holding and confefling thofe articles, the ftrongeft letm's
of recommendation. 1

How thefe young worthies are now to be difpofed of, or
how they will: dxj’pofe of themfelyes, as it was not fo much as
hinged that they had the leaft conne&ion with me, is not my

bufingls to mquu'e. But furely fuch an expulfion as this,
X2 cannot
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cannot deter them from purfuipg their prepasggions for their
minifterial calling : friends they cannot want, becaufe ¢ he is
faithful who hath promifed, that whofpever forfaketh father or

mother, honfes ar lands, for his fake or the gofpel’s, he fhall
have an hundred fold in this life, with perfecution, and in the
warld to come life everlalting”” But if any a& fo daftardly,
as to make unfcriptyral conceflions, o be terified by unfcxip-
tural, apd therefore meye frutq fu(muu, if they, wese of trades
befare, the fooner they return again to their trades the bcm;.
far it is to be feared, fuch cowards would qnl; make a trade
of the miniftry if they were admitted into the church, and the
fewer of fuch kind of tradefmen qur church is sroubled with,
the fafer fhe will be.

Bug.what a mercy is it, reverend Sir, that ve live undcr a
free government, under a King whole roypl grandfa.thcx re-
peatedly declared (and he was as good as bis word throygh a
dong and glorious reign) that there thoyld bs ne perfncunon in
his time,; under a King who in his firfR moft gracigus and
never to.be forgotten fpeech fiom the theane, gave his people
the ﬁronge& affyrances ¢¢ that it was his fixt purpofa, ap.the
beft means to draw down the divine favous om his rgign, te
eountepance and encourage the praltice of true religion and
xirtue, and maintain the toleration igviolable.”

That both ftudeats and common pcOple will ba in danger
of being tempted by fuch violent procee to put thcm-
felves under the 2 of toleration, may eafily be forefeen :
it may as cafily ke guefled, how fuch. treatment will ugcr.ﬂ'ml,
difcourage ferioua people from fending their fons to the unin
verfity,. at leaft to the_univerfity of Oxford; and at the fame
time will furnifh them with 2 new argumant fou equering theia

youth in fome of our diffenting academics, where they wilk-

be in no danger, it is prefumed, of being expelled for fiaging
hymns, fpeaking a kittle pow and then ia a meligious focety,
or ufing extempore prayer. .

Alas| alas! in whata dt&dvantageons pomt of hght, mufl
all concerned in fuch an extraordinary ftrechy. of yniverfity-
dilcipline fand, among -all foreign upivecfities. whaxfoemr ?
In what point of light it will be viewed by our ecckﬁalﬁﬂl
fuperiors at home, a very. lictle time will difcover. Nay; it
is to be feared, the difcovery is made already ; for by 3. ldett:

At




' [ 325 ]

dated fo lately®as March 29, it appears that a certain venera-
ble focicty ¢ on account of fome circumftances that have
lately happened (probably the circumftances of a late expul-
fion) are under a neceflity of coming to a refolution, to ac-
cept of no recommendation for perfins to go abroad as mif-
fionaries, but fuch as ‘have had  literary educatlon, and have
beén bred up with a defign to dedicate themfelves o' the mi-
niftry.” This refolution feems to be taken, in 6rder the
better to prevent any of thefe caft-outs, or any other laymen,
‘however otherwife well qualified and. recommended, from ap-
plying to the fociety for holy orders, that they may be em-
ployed and fent abroad as miffionaries. But to what x fad
dilemma will many ferious pcrfons be hereby reduced ? They
mutk not, by fuch refolutions it feems, be allowed to be fay-
preachers, and yet if fent by their friends to the univerfity to
purfue their ftudies, in order that they may be regularly and
epifcopally ordained, if they fing hymus, pray extempore, &r
give a word of exhortation in a religious fociety, though en-
tirely made up of the members of the eftablithed church, they
mauft be ipfe facto expelled for fo doing. O tempora! O ories 1
If matters proceed in this channcl, of what ftamp, Reverend
Sir, may we not fuppofe, our future miffionaries to the iflands
and continent will be ? To my certain knowledge, alt of them
are not dooked upon as very burning and thining lights alrcady.
But if what little light of true religion fome may bave, is to
be thus damped by aéls of expulfion before they leave the
umverﬁty, and even this little lught, as far as lies in the power
of man, is to be thus turned into total darknefs, how great
muft that (darknefs be ! ! Surely it muft be worfc than Egyptian
darknefs ; a darknefs that will be moft dcplorably felt by all
true lovers of our common falvation both ‘at home and
abroad.

You need not be apprized, Reverend Sir, that a defi ign
for the eftablifhment of epifcopacy in our iflands a.M ‘plantat
tions, hath been long upon the tapis; and that it hath been,
in part at feaft, the fubje@ of dnnual fermons for feveral
years laft paft. No longer ago than in’ the year 1766, the
prefent Bithop of Landaff infifted upors the necefficy and ‘ex-
pediency of it in the moft explicit manner ; nay, his Lord-
lhn;a <arries tbe matter fo far, s to affure us' that this point,

X 3 the
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‘the flUblment of epifcopacy, being obtained, ¢ the American
*<church will go out of its infant ftate ; be able to ftand upon
#¢ its own legs, and without foreign he!p fupport and fpread
¢ itfelf: acd then this fociety will bave been brought to the
C “““hether thefe “affertions of his
propet balanée, will not “in
is not for 'mé’ to” determiine.
be juft, and'his Lordﬂups ‘af-
| follow, thﬁt a fociety, which
en looked upon as a {dciety
th been all the ‘while rather'h
In foréign parts ! and’if fo, and
r Right Revererid ArchB{fhiéps
intenance and encourage” the
und- Hall, how muft it inctéale
both in the iflands and on’the
ient of epifcopacy ! That per-
lown to the two Floridis; are at
than prejudiced agal‘nﬁ it; is
he very thought of the intro-
make them “thudder ? if* Vheir
o 'countenance the expulfion
s ftudents, whilft chéfe’ who
may not only meet with coan-

pplaufe.

(hould be continued, (which
UOD fuaw. - may we fuppdfe will hereafter
'be given to future’ %n}'uerf Gty-teflimonidls, that the bearer§ of

‘them haye behaved ftudioufly,” foberly, and ‘pidufly ; and how
muft we in time be put under a dlfagrceab!c neceffity of having
a new, or at leaft of altéring fome part of ouf prefent moft
excellent ordination)- ofﬁce? As it now ftands, one of the
queftions propofed to every candidate for holy orders " funs
thus : “ Do you truft that you are inwardly moved by the
o holy ghott ” But if all ftudents are to be expelled ¢hat fing
hymns, pray extempore, attend upor, or expound a verfe
now and then in, a religious church of England fociety, fhould
i not rather, Reverend Sir, be worded thhs, namely, ¢ De

¥ e, truft that ye are NoT inwardly moved by the Holy
'« Ghott
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& Ghoft to take upon you the office and adminiftration of the
¢ church ?”
You will excufe this freedom, Reverend Sir.

Agitur de witd ot fanguine sarni.

Love to Gob, love to mankind in general, and love to that
univerfity, that a/ma mater where I had the honour of bein
educated, and, what is infinitely more, where I had the hap-
pinefs of receiving the witnefs of the Spirit of Gop in my.
heart, all together conftrain me. o :
The news of thefe young mens expulfion hath made, and
_ will make the ears of all who have heard, or fhall hear of it,’
to tingle : and therefore if fome do not fpeak, and ufe great
plainnefs of fpeech too, the very ftones would, as it were,
cry-out againft us. In refpe& to myfelf, Reverend Sir, I
hope, that in taking 'the freedom of troubling you with this,
I do not juftly incur the cenfure of aling as a bufy-body in
other mens matters. For, whatever other pretences may be
made, fuch as difqualification in refpedt to learning, age, the
being of trades, &c. &c. &c. (Nuge triceque calendz) it is
notorious and obvious to all intelligent perfons, that the grand
caufe of thefe young mens expulfion was this, namely, that
they were cither real or reputed METHODISTS. An honour
this indeed, unwittingly put on Methodifts, whoever or what-
ever they be; fince fcarce any now-a-days can pray exteme
pore, fing hymns, go to church or meeting, and "abound in
dther a&ks of devotion, bug they muft be immediately dubbed
Methodifts, I fay, dubbed Methodifts ; for'it is not a name
given to them by themfelves, but was impofed on them by fome
of their fellow ftudents and cotemporaries in the univerfity.
" I take it for granted, Reverend Sir, that you need not be
apprized that 1 am one of thefe Methodifts; and blefled be
Gob I have had the honour of being one of them for about
thirty-five ycars. If this is to be vile, may I be more vile !
If this be my fhame, upon the moft mature and ferious re-
flection I really glory in it. But then, left any more inno-
cent youths thould hereafter fuffer barely for the imputation
_ of a nick-name, give me leave fimply and honeftly to inform
you, Reverend Sir, and through you the whole univerfity,
what not barely a reputed, but a real Methodift is: ¢ He is
4 ¢ one
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¢ pne of thofe .whom, Gop hath chofen in CHRrisT out ofs
¢ mankind, to bring them by CHRIST to everlafting (alvaw
¢ tion, as veflgls made to- honour ; wherefore they, who be
¢¢ endued with (o excellent a benefit of Gob, are called ac-
¢ cording to Gob’s purpofe by his fpirit working in‘ duc fea-
“ fpn : they, through grace, ebey the calling; thep be-jul-
¢¢ tified freely ; apd made the fons of Gop by adaptian‘: they
¢ are conformed to the jmage of his only begotoen Son Jssus
¢ CurisT ; they walk .religioufly in good .works ;- ané a¢
@ ' length, by Gop’s mercy, they attain cverlafting. feliciey.”
a Methodift, drawn at.foll leagth,
od that too not.by ap.ignaripe
& good old fkilful fcriptural limnersy
i the xviith article of ous church ;.
e written in letters of gold ;-apd
4 article in its literal grammaticad
eription at the time of matricula-
udents, as.we have been informed,
rmation .be wrong in .this.or agy,
1ay foon be fer right by an aythen-
rjudicial proceedings.
verend Sir, a definition of Mdbq
Methodift, you may eafily., be gras.
:fs than ¢ faith workiog by love.
and dying, to the glory of Gon,”
.foynded. upon the love of Gan
» ihz_Holy Ghoft : or, to keep to
f in the laft collet.of our excelleat
liturgy, it is ¢ thegrace of oyr Lorp Jesvs Cuaist, the Jove
of Gon, and the fellowlhip of the Haly Gholl ;” which we
cannot go to church or cthel on Sundays, halidays, or ather
common days, without praying, not that it may be d.mea
fi sm, but be with us al] evermore,
pa this be enthufiafm, the true Methodifts confefs thcm.
frlves to bhe enthufialts. But them, they humbly apprehead,.
iRt they cannot with any Juﬁ propriety of {peech be termed
modern enthufiafts 3 for jt is an enthafialm which our blefled
LO"D carncfily infifts, upen, in that prayer which be put up.
when he was aboyt to take his farewel of his dﬁfcsplcs, and
which is a pattern of that all-prevailing iniescefion wh;&h
. le
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He is now making at the right hand of Gop, and demands
that all his difciples may be pofleffed of ; ¢ Father, I will
< that thafe whom thou haft given me, may be with me
¢ where I am ; that they may be one with me, even as thou,
¢ O Father, and I are one: I in them, and they in me,
¢ that they all may be made ‘perfe® in ome.” An enthufi~
afm, with which Peter and Fobre were fired, when Annae
the bigh-priek, and Caiepbas, and Jsbn, and Alexander, and
as, many as were of the kindred of the high-priet, fecing:
theic boldngfs, and pesceiving that they were unlearned and
igoorant men, marvelled, and took koowledge of them thae
they bad been with JEsus. An enthufialm, with which the
protoymartys Supden was filled, when be cried, ¢ Ye fliff-.
¢ pecked and uncircumcifed .in -heare and ears, ye do slways
¢ refilt the Holy Ghof.” An enthofiafin, which Jgmarins
fuppoled by fome to be,one of thefe lietle children which the.
Lorp Jrsus took up in his agms, was abforbed is, when he
fliles himfclf a bearer of Gob ; and for witneffing of which:
good confeffion, in order to cure him of this enthufiafm, he
was ordered by Trgjan, the Rsman emperor, to be throws to:
the lions, An eashufiafm, for which Cranmer, Ridley, and.
Latimer, thofe glorioys lights of the reformation, thofe excel
leat. compilérs of our liturgy, articles, and homilies, were
byras alive ‘near Balis/ college. And, to mention but one
more, too too recent an cxample, an enthufiafm, for being
mly a little tintured with which, fix fludents, on March 11th,
i the year .of our Lorp 1768, were publicly expelled in
Edmund-Hall chapel.

But think you, Reverend Sir, that this is the way to flop-
the progrefs of this enthufia(m? Or rather, may we not ima-
gine that this very a& of expulfion will be 2 means of furthers
ing and promoting its pregrefs far and mear? To fpeak my

own thoughts, 1 am fully perfuaded, that if fuch unfcriptural-

methods of Ropping this enthufiafm be purfued furcher, is

will be only lile cutting off the Lyrnean bead ; inflead of oae, .

an bundred will fpring up.

Indeed, if the picture of modern enthufiafts, drawn up and
prefented to the public by your Right Reverend Diocefan,
be.a juft and proper one, fuppofing at the fame time the Mae
thodifts are thereby referred to, no matter how foon they are

I3 banithed

LN
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banifhed out of the univerfity, and out of the church alfo :
for his Lordfhip is pleafed to tell us < that they a& in dire®
s oppofition to the perverfe pharifees of old ; thefe afcribed
< the works of the Holy Ghoft to Betlzebub ; and it is no

¢ uncommon thing for thefe modern enthuflafts, adds his -

¢ Lordthip, to sfcribe the works of Beelzebub'to the Holy
 Spirit.”” Surely his Lordthip, by thefe moderg enthufiafls,
cannot mean thofe who apply for holy orders, and profefs
before men and angels, that ¢ they are inwardly moved by
¢¢ the Holy Ghoft, to take apon them the officc and admini-
¢ firation of the church ;”’ when the fearcher of hearts knows
that they are moved only by fecular views and worldly hopes
of preferment. This is alcribing the works of Beelzebub to the
Spirit of Gob with a witnefs: or, to ufe the words of ‘a no

lefs learned, Yhough lefs cenforious prelate ; I mean the mo-’

derate Bithop Burnet, ¢ it is a committing the borrid crime
« of Anenies and Sapphira over again; it is lying, not only
¢ unto man, but unto Gon.”

+:This is a-modern kind of enthufiafm, Reverend Sir, which

the true old Methedifts always' did; and I truft always will’

abjare, deteft. and abher. If worldly church preferments
had been their aim, fome of them at leaft might have bad
wartdly ladders enough let down to them to climb up by:
but having received-a kind of apoftolical commiffion at their
gpdination, when thofe who profefs themlelves lineal facceffirs
" of ‘the Apoftles, faid unto them, ¢ Receive' ye the Holy
<« Ghoft now committed unto you by the impoﬁnon of our

¢ hands:” they would fain keep up and maintain fomething:

of the dignity of an apoftolic eharaler ; and therefore, with-
out ever fo much as defigning to enter into any political ca-
bads, or civil or, church faétions whatfoever, without turning
to the right hand or the left, or troubling the world with.fo
much as one fingle fermon or pamphlet, on the bare exter-
mals of religion ; they-have endeavoured to have but one thing
in.view, namely; to determipe to think of nothing, to know
nothing, and to preach of nothing but Jesus CHrist, and
him crucified § to fpend and be fpent for the good of. fouls,
and to- glory in nothing fave in the crofs of CHRIsT, by
whom the world is-crucified unto them ard they unto the
world. o

It
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It is true, by thinking and ating thus, the Methodifts
have been, and it is prefumed always will be, charged and
condemried‘by men of corrupt minds, as thinking and aQing
irregularly and diforderly : but as fuch a charge, in-the very
nature of the thing, fuppofes a deviation from fome fertled
'ﬂandmg rule, they would hambly afk, wherein the irregula-
rity and diforderlinefs of this way of alling and thinking
doth: fpe¢ifieally confift ? Is it irregular and dil'oa’derly to be
¢ inftant in feafon and out of feafon #” Is it irregular and
diforderly to:do what every Bithop at the very time of our
beéing ‘orddined priefts pofitively tells ws -pertaineth to their
office, “ to feek after the children of Gobp, feattered abroad
46 M this naughty world ¥ Is it irregular and'dlforder!y after
‘we hive eftablifhed the truth of what we delivér in our fer-
mons by fcripture proofs, farther to confirm and illoftrate
them by repeated and particular quotations, taken from the
‘Reurgy, articles, and homilies of our eftablithed church? Is
it u'reguhr and diforderly to fill her pews, to croud her com-
munion tables, and to recommend a frequent and conftant
devourt attendance upon her public offices and fervices ? Or,
-fuppofing they fhould, merely by caprice or prejudice, be dé-
nied the privilege of preaching within the church, can it be
juftly termred irregular or diforderly, at leaft can it poffibly be
‘Jooked upon as criminal, to preach the fame truths, to make
ufe of the fame kind of illuftrations, to repeat the felf-fame
recommendations without the ¢hurch walls, '?u the fields, or

any other place whatfoever? .
‘The late candid Bithop of Lincoln, T am poﬁtlve, did net
think (uch a way of alting altogether fo very crimimal : for
"in a charge given to his clergy fome years before ‘his tranfla-
tion to the fee of Salifbury, he told them to this effeft; ¢ that
"¢¢ they were not to look upoh themfelves as minifters of a
¢ 3 Plato, a Pythageras, or any other heathen philofopher, con-
¢¢ fequently they were not to entertain their auditories with
“¢ mere moral harangues ; but that they were to confider them-
"% felves as mmifters of JEsus CHRIsT; and therefore if
“ they would not preach the gofpel in the church, they could
"< not be juftly angry if the poor people went out to hear it
¢ in a field.” A charge this, truly worthy of a fober-minded,
moderate, wife Bithop of the Church of England. For even
6 in
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in aQling thus feemingly iircgular and diforderly, thefe mo-
dern enthufiafts only copy afier the greateft and brighteft ex-
amples the world ever faw, and whofc cxamples it is moge
than criminal not to follow or copy after. Our blefled Lorp,
when denied the ufe of the fynagogues, on feeing the multi-
xu]e, “went up and chofe a_mountain for his pulpit, : and the
heavens for his founding board, At other times he fat by
‘the fea-fide, may, went into a ﬂnp and preached, whilft the
whole multitude fto¢d on the fthore. When Peter and Fobm,
that this kind of enthufialm might fpread no further among
the people, were flraitly threatened and commanded that they
fhould thenceforth fpeak at all to ne man in CHRIsT's name,
they calmly yet boldly replied unto their threatners and com-
manders, ¢ Whether it be right in the fight of Gop, to
¢ hearken unto you, more than unto Gob, judge ye: for
* we cannot but fpeak the thirigs which we have feen and
* heard,” A certain woman, nanied Lydia, a feller of purple,
had her bean opened when the great apoftle of the Gentilkes was
preaching and praying by a river-fide ; and Dienyfius the Are-
apagite, a waman named Damaris, and others, believed, and
clave unto the fame Apoftle, from the time shey heard him
peeach in the mid® of Arespagis, or Mars-bill, And we

-may fuppofe he was not lefs fuccefsful when be was
.obliged by the angry Jews to preach in the fohool of onp

Tyrannys.

I believe you will sgree, Reverend Sir, that the yenerable
Fox and Bradford did not appear lefs xeperable for preaching
at. Paals-crofi j meigher did I'ever hear that Bithop Latimer

-wras Yooked upon as degradmg his eprcopal cbata&er', swhen

he ufed to preach in. Cotton-Gardex IWefiminflery, and King
Edward the fixth, that Fofiab of bis age, with f&me of bis

.court, looked out at the palace window, to hear bnm. And

I hereby appeal to the whole umVerﬁty, whether the Revcr;nd
Dodtors of divinity, heads of houfes, graduates or undgr-gm-x
duates, ever looked upon it as eriminal, or beneath the dng‘
mty of their place and fation, to fit out in the’ opep, air
on St. Fohn Baptift’s day, to hear a mafter of args preagh
from the ftone pulpit in Maudlmg-Cal/qe yard ; though, for
fear it may be they thou!d give further [an&mn to Fgl‘d-

lngg
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preaching, they have lataly thought proper to adjourn inte
the chapel ?

You know, Reverend Sir, who it was, that when thofe
who werée bidden in a regular way refufed ta come to the
wedding-{upper, without afking any one’s leave for fo domg,

- fent forth fome irregulars into the lanes and ftreets of the city,
into the highways and hedges, with that glorious encouraging
commiffion, not by fines and imprifonments, not by threats
and expylfions, not by killing the body for the good of the
foul, but by filling their mouths with gofpel arguments,
backed with the all-powerful energy of the Holy Ghoft, ta .
compel poor, wandering, weary, heavy laden fioners to come
in, Armed with this paneply divine, and, as they think,
authorifed by the fame LorDb, fome few of us continue to
this day, amongft fmall and great, high and low, rich and
poor, in church or chapel, in commons, ftreets, ficlds, when-
foever or wherefoever divine providence opens a daor, ¢ to
« teftify repentance towards Gop and faith in our Lorp
@ Jesus CHRisT;” and this not from contempt of, or in
“ oppofition to the godly admonitions of our ecclefiaftical fupe-
siors, but becaufe ¢ the love of CHRIsT conftraineth us ;"
and we think that a wo, a dreadful wo, awaits us if we
preach not the gofpel. Not that we are enemies to a decent
or even epifcopal confecration, or fetting apart churches and

chapels for divine ant holy worfhip : but we are more indif-
ferent about the repued outward fanétity of places,’ becaufe
qur Lonn, with great folemnity, faid uato the woman of
Samrn, * Womaan, believe me, the hour cometh when ye
¢¢ fhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Ferufalem, worthip
¢¢ the Father: but the hour cometh, and now is, when the
“ true worlhippers fhall worfhip the Father in Spiric and
¢ in.truth,” Hence we infer, that every place is thea, and
anly then, properly called holy, when like the greund around
the burniag bul, it is made holy by the divinc prefeace of
Him who fpake to Mofes out af the befh ; or like mount Ta-
ber, which by the Apoftle Pdter is called, by way of empha-
{is, tbe holy mount, becaufe himfelf and Faomes and Fobw,

.~ not only bad upon that mount a vifible outward manifeftation,

but M0 3 blefled inward heart-felt fenfe of the Redeemer’s
excellent glory. § was undoubiedly this which made Peten
: . o
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#o break out into that exclamation : ¢ Mafter, it is good for
¢ us to be here.” And it was this that warmed, and not
only warmed, but conftrained the enraptured Patriarch Fa-
cob, when be bad only the ground for his bed, the ftones for
bis pillow, and the open firmament for his curtains and fur-
nitule, to break forth into that extatic language, * How
¢¢ dreadful is this place ! this is no other than the houfe of
¢ Gop, this is the gate of heaven.”

If then, Reverend Sir, for this and fuch like thmgs we
are accounted irregular and diforderly, we are truly farry for
it: forry, but not upon our own accounts, having the tefti-
mony of a good conlcience that we a& with a fingle eye, .and
in dire& conformity to the authority of the word of Gob :
but we are forry, barely on account of our impeachers and
condemners, efpecially for thofe, who being fet apart for the
minifterial office, and loaded with ecclafiaftical preferments,
preach very feldom, or not at all ; or, if they do preach now
and then, preach only as though they were barely reading’
wall-le&ures, and feldom or ever fo much as mention or quote’
the homilies of our church, though they have fubfcribed to
an article which fays, that ¢ they contain godly and whole~
¢ fome doctrine, and whicb judges them to be read in
¢ churches by the minifters diligentiy and dlﬁm&ly, that
¢ they may be underftood of the people.” It is to be feared,

that it js owing to fuch irregularity and diforder as this,:

that when our people hear of our articles .or homilies quoted

by fome few in the pulpit, that they are ready to cry out,

¢ What new doltrine is this ? Thou bringeft certain ftrange
things to our ears ;> At leaft if it is not {o at home, I am
fure it is abroad. Hence it was that about three years ago,
after I had been preaching to a very large auditory in one-of
the moft poline places on the. continent of America, and ig
preaching, as is my ufual cuftom, had ftrongly. beea fecom-,
mending the book of homilies, numbers were firred up to
go to the ftores to purchafe them : but upon enquiring aftet
the book of homilies, the ftorekeeper, furprized at the noyelty
of the word bomilies, begged. leave .ta know what muflias
they meant, and whether they were not bummims, .

What a pity thercfare is it, Reverend. Sir, that the baok
of homilies, which ought to be in. cwy)md, -and as-com--
mon as our common prayer books, fhould never yet have

found

‘
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found a place in the large catalogue of books given away by
the truly laudable fociety for promoting chriftian knowledge,
though founded foon after the glorious revolution. If this
be not remedied fome way or another, we fhall very foon be-
come diforderly indeed: our pulpits will ftill continue to
contradi& eut reading-defks, and we fhall never have the ho-
nour of being ftiled regular and orderly, till, regardlefs of
fubfcriptions, oaths, rubrics, and ordination-offices them-
felves, our praltices give the lie to our profeffions, and we
feek the fleece not the flock, and ¢¢ preach ourfelves, and not
CHRi1sT Jersus the Lorp.”

Dead formalifts, and proud felf-nghteous bigots, may
loudly exclaim and cry out, ¢ the temple of the Lorp,
“ the temple of the Lorp, the temple of the Lorp are
¢t we!” They may not only cry out, but alfe caft out; and
thinking they thcrcby do Gop fervice, though moft notori-
oufly deficient in their own moral condu&®, may plead con-
fcience, and fay, ¢ Let the Lorp be glorified.” But to
fuch as thefe our LorD once faid, ¢ Ye are they that juftify
¢ yourfelves before men, but Gop knoweth your hearts.”
Like the chief priefts, and the fcribes and pharifees of old,
they may plead their law; for the breach of which, thefe
jrregulars, as they imagine, ought to be condemned and fuf-
fer 5 nay, a tim¢ may come when they may be permitted to
enforce their clamorous accufations, by urging, as their"
godly predeceflors once did againft our Mafter, that t¢-we
¢¢ found thefe fellows perverting the nation, and forbidding
to give tribute unto Cefar : but Pilate knew that for envy
¢ they delivered Him.” And though they could ‘plead their
loyalty, and fay, ¢ If thou let this man go, thou art not
é¢ Czfar’s friend, we Bave no king but Czfar ;” yet both our
Lorp and his Apoftles rendered themfelves, and flrictly
taaght all that heard them, to ¢ render unto Ceefar-the thingd
< that are Ceefar’s, and unto Gob the things that are Gon’s.”
Fain would the Methodifts copy after fuch glorioufly divine
¢xamplest and bleffed be Gobp, after a trial of near forty
years, upon the moft fevere fcrutiny, their loyalty cannot
be jultly fo much as once called in queftion : for, as they
fear Gop, fo they dedrly’love and honour their King, ther
rightfut favereign Kjng George ; and have been, and conti-
nye to e, fleady, invariable friends to the p:oteftant fuccef-

fion
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fion in the illuftrious houfe of Hancver. And if fo, 'fuppoﬁng

thefe Methodifts fhould be convi@ed of a&ing fomewhat irre-

gular, fince it is only the irregularity of preaching and res

commending unfeigned love to Gop, and, for his great

pame fake, undiffembled, difintesefted loyalty to their King »

is it not the inteseft as well as duty of civil government, if
not to encourage, yet not to oppofe them ?  For it is certaialy

a moft inconteftable truth, that every additional profelyte to

true Methodifm, is an additional loyal fubje& to King Gesrge

the Third, whom, with his royal. moft amiable confort, our

grmoua ‘Queen Charlbotte, the Methodifts with onc united

voice earneftly pray, Gop long to continue to be a nurfing

father and nurfing mother to our church, and people of every

denomination whatfoever. ,

. Every body is loudly, complaining of the badnefs of our

times, and the degeneracy of our morals. Sinners now pro+

claim their fin like Sedsm, and the nation bath fuffered more

than a fecond deluge by an innundation of every fin, and every

kind of corruption that .was ever committed or pratifed undes

heaven : ¢¢ The whole head is fick, the whole heart faint ;

from the crown of the head to the fole of our feet, we are full

of wounds and bruifes, and putrifying fores.” Shall there no

man be found then to fland in the gap? None dare to attempt .
at leaft to flem the impetuous torfenyg? None venture to go

out with their lives in their hand, and cry to 2 profane, care-

lefe, bufy world, ¢ Ho! every one that shirfteth, come ye 10

the waters.” Can any confiderate, much more can any real

good man be o cruel, s even to wifh that the gofpel thould be -
confined cither to church or mecering, when there are fo meny
thoufands and tens of thoulands, wlhio ds to fpiritual things,
know not their right hand feom their kfs, and who never go
cither. to church or meeting at all? 1§ fome are called to bé
fettled arinifters, (and may the great Head of the church fill

all our parifh-churches and mecting-houfes with true evan<

gelical paftors !) may not others be called out to be itinerants f

Have there not been prefbyters at large, even from the easlieft
times of chriftlanity? And if fome of 2 morc inferior rank

and osder hould be qualified, and thruft forth by the gicat

Larb of the barvek, when the harveft is fo great, and the

lahouenfofew,wboﬁnlldmlofaytoﬂn, * What doft

- «thou 2
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thoa?*” Shail dur &ye be evil becaufe he is good? 1If Kaiah
was a courtier, was not the Prophet Amos a herdfman? In
the days of Mofes, when the Ifraelites were under a more
immediate divine theocracy, news was brought him, and that
too even by a Fofbua, that Eldad and Medad were prophefying
in the camp, without his licence or his ordination ; what doth
this meek man of Gob fay? ¢ Envieft thou for my fake ?
Would to Gob all the LorD’s peaple were prophets ”  And
in the days of our Lorp himfelf, his beloved difciple Fabn;

before his heart was more enlarged by divine love; faid unto

him, “ Mafter; we faw one cafting oat devils in thy name,’
and he followeth not with us; and we forbad him; becaufe he*

followeth not with us.” But what faid JEsus, that good
Shephierd and Bithop of fouls ? ¢ Forbid him nat.”

Such inftances, fuch ftriking inftances ds thefe, methinks;
fhould make good men carefuil not to give way to a narrow,
felfith, bigotted fpirit; and caution them againft joining with’
the world in fmiting their fellow-fervants; by crying down:

or fpeaking flightingly and reproachfully of a method of
preaching and a&ing, which, maugre all oppofition, for thefe
thirty years laft paft hath been blefled and owned of Gob to
the converting of thoufands; not to a bare name, fe&, or
party, or merely to head br fiotional knowledge, .but *¢ from
darkfefs uhto light; from the power of Satan uiate Gobd;”
from holding the mere form, to the true abiding poffeffion and
pradtice of true ftriptutal godlinefs, in heart, lip, and life.
But if good or bad mien now diflikey and therefore oppofe fuch
sn irregular way of aing; they may be told to theit comfort,
that their uiieafinefs on this account,. in all probability, - will
not be of long continuance ; for few will chools to bid, or
offer themfclves candidates for futh airy pluralities : to go thus

without the camp; bearing all manaer of reproach ; tobecmp .

in this manner; ¢ SpeQacles to Goby to dngels; and to men;™”
to-facrifice not orily our natural; but fpiritual affeiéns and
€onne&ions, and to part from: thofe who are as dear o -them
s their own foulsy in otder to pafs the Atlantsc;, and bear the
tolds and hedts of foreign climes ;- thefc are {uch uniaviting
thiiigs to totrupt nature, that if we will have but a little pas
tience till a few old Wcary beads $re laid in the filent gravey
. Vot. IV: X ) thele
39
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thefe uncommon gofpel-meteors, thefe field-phenomenas, that.
feldom appear in the latitude of England, fcarce above once in

a century, without the help of any coescive means, will of

themfelves foon difappear. They begin to be pretty well in

difrepute already : yet a little while, and in all human pro-

bability they will quite vanith away. But though I am nei-

ther a praphet, nos the fon of a prophet, I am greatly miftaken,

if in the Redeemer’s own geod time and way, fome fpiritual

pheenix will not hereafter arife, fome blefled gofpel-inftrument

be raifed, that fhall make the devil and his three-fold army,
¢¢ The luft of the.fleth, the luft of the eye, and the pride of

life,” to fly before the found of the gofpel trumpet.

I have dwelt the longer upon this particular, Reverend Sir,
becaufe the prefent learned Bithop of Gloucefler, in his late
volume, intitled, ¢ The Dollrine of Grace,” is pleafed to
obferve more than once, that he finds fault not fo much with:
the matter, as the manner of the Methodifts preaching. Baut
if by the manner, his Lordfhip would have us to underftand,
not their manner of preaching in the field, but the manner of
their delivery, whether in the church or field, I would hum-

« bly afk his Lordfhip, if he ever heard any of them preach?
If not, doth our law condemn any man, or any fet of meny
unheard? And I would humbly enquire further of his Lord-
fhip, and all others whom it may concern, how they would:
have them or any others to preach ?

I remember the great Do&or Delany, when 1 had the ho-
pour of being with him, many years ago, at the Right Re-,

" yerend Dr. Boulter’s, then Lord Primate of Jreland, among
other hints proper for a young preacher, gave me to under~,
ftand, that whenever he went up ingo 2 pulpit, he defired to
look upon it as t as the laft time he fhould ever preach, or the Jatt

" time that the “people fhould ever hear him. O that all
. S ,preachers, whether within or without doors, however digni-
i fied or diftinguithed, went always up into their refpective pul-
plts thus imprefled! They would then preach, as Apelles
"once faid he painted, for Eternity. They would then aét the
part of true gofpel chriftian orators, and not only calt_ﬂli and
cooly inform the underftanding, but by perfuafive pathetic ad-
drefs, endeavour to move the affetions, and warm the heart.
- . .- TTe
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To a& otherwile, befpeaks a fad ignorance of hiiman natilre; -

and fuch an inexculcable indolence and indifference in thc
picacher, as muft conflrain the hearers, whether they will o’
not, to fufpe@, that the preacher; let him be who he willy’
only deals in the falfe commerce of unfelt truths, =
“Were our lawyers, our counfellors, or our playérs to adt
thus, both the bar and the ftage would fooh be deferted ; and
therefore the anfwer of Mr. Betterton, to 4 worthy 'prclzte,
when he afked him, ¢ How it came to pafs that the clergy,
¢« who fpoke of: things real, affe&ted the people fo little, and
¢ the players, who fpoke of things barely itaginary, affected
.4 them fo much,” is worthy of lafting regard, ¢ My Lord;
fays Mr. Bemrmr, I can affign but one reafon, which is,'
¢« we players fpeak of things imaginary as though they weré

« though they were imaginary.” Thus it was in his, dnd
all know it is too much the cafe in our tithe’: hence it isg
that even on our moft important occafions, the worthj gen-<
tlemen concerned in our public charities, generally find them-
felves more obliged to the muficians than the preachers, for
the largenefs of their colleftions : and hence, no doubt it isg-
that upon our moft folemn anniverfaries; after loh'g previous
notice hath been given; when fome even of our Lords Spiri-

" tual do preach, perhaps not two Lotds ‘temporal comé to Hear
them.

Sorry am I, Reverend Sir, to ﬁnd fo true, what a célebrated
orator; in one of his k&tures-delitered, (if I adi not miftaken;
i the Univerfity of Osford) takes the liberty of faying;
¢t That it is to be feared this is too much the ftate of the ptl-
¢ phe-elocution in general, in the Church of Englaid: or
¢ which aceount,- there hever was' péthaps 4 religious fe&¥
¢ upon carth, whofe hearts were fo little engaged in the ’gfl
- ¢« of public worlhnp, as the members of that churth. To
¢t be pleaked; we moft feel, and we are pleafed withf feeling:'
¢ The Prefbyterians are moved ; the Methodifts are moved ;
<« they go to their meetings and tabernacles witht defight ;
¢ the very Quoakers are moved ; fantafticl and cxmvaganf
¢ as the language of their emotions is, yet ftill thej are
¢ moved by it, and they love their forny of worthip for that

2 §¢ yeafon §

¢ real, and too many of the clergy fpeak of things real ag : -
y 34 1gs
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¢ reafon : whilft much the greater part of the members of
¢¢ the Church of Englend, are cither banifhed from it through
« difguft, or relutantly attend the fervice as a difagrecable
¢ duty.” Thus far Mr. Sheridan.

But why go I to the bar or flage to fetch vouchers in de~
fence of earncftnefs in heart and action, when fpeaking for
the moft High Gop, and offering falvation to precious and
immortal fouls, for whom the ever-adorable Mediator fhed
his precious blood. You know, Reverend Sir, the charaéter
given of Bucolfpberus, one of the Reformers, Vividus valtus,
wvidi oculi, vivide mawus demigque omnia vivida. You have
allo heard of a Prophet who was commanded by the Lorp
Gob himfelf, to fmite with his hand, and ftamp with his foot ;

+ and golpel-minifters in general are commanded to “ cry aloud, .

and fpare not, and te lift up their voices likc trumpets.” But
why refer I even to Reformers or Prophets? Rather let me
mention the Gop and Saviour of all, even our Lorp Jesus
CHrisT 3 on whofe manner of preaching, the multitudes that
followed him, when he came down from the mount, made
this §uft obfervation, that < He fpake as one having authority,
and not as the fcribes.” And after his refurre@ion, when
beginning at Mofes and all the Prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the fcriptures the things concerning himfelf,
the two difciples at Emmaus faid one to another, ¢ Did not

. our hearts burn within us while he talked with us by the
- way, and while he opencd to us the feriptures 1 And I be-

lieve we may venture to affirm, that if preachers in general
fpake and opened the fcriptures more under the influence and
energy of his blefled Spirit, whether in confecrated or uncon-

" fecrated ground, within or without doors," they would find

their hearers hearts in a degree would burn within them
t00, .

But I have done.—You will be fo gaod, Reverend Sir, as
to pardon not only the freedom but prolixity of this. I have
already mentioned my motives for writing; and therefore
fhall now cofe with the advice given upon a fimilar occafion
to an ecclefiatical council by Gamalicl, a do&or of law, and-
had in reputation among all the peaple: ¢ And now I fay
unto you, refrain from thefe men, and let. them alone::. for

. : ' ) if
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i this counfel or work be of men, it will come to nought ;
but if it be of Gap, ye cannot overthrow it : left haply ye be
found to fight againft Gop.” . To this Gop, and the word
of his grace, I moft humbly recommend you and the whole
Univerfity ; and earpeftly praying, that all at all times may
have a right judgment given them in all things, I beg leave to
fubfcribe myfclf, Reverend Sir,

Your willing fervant for Curist’s fake,

GEoRGE WHITEFIELD.

Y3 @®BSER-
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OBSERVATIONS on

Ver.
8.

J2.

8-

Sele@ Passaces of ScrirpTURE.

LUKE, Cuar XXIL
Q. g7 HY ‘would nat Jesus Curist foew Herod 4

miracle? B

A. Becaufe in all probabiljty, it was only to fatisfy his
cunoﬁty that be defired to fee one.

Q. What may we learn from Herod’s never bm; Seeri
CHRIST before?

4. That CHRr1sT was no friend to courts ; that pomp
and greatnefs keep thoufands from JEsus Cﬂxu'r and
that we ought therefore rather to thank Gob for our be-

m a lower eftate. . .
ID& What may ‘we learn from the. friend/bip made betvicen

. Pilate gxd Herod, by the death of Cugist?

A. That Jew and Gentile, by CHRIsT's death, were
to be united together in one body : Herwd being a Jew,
and Pontius Pilate a Gentile. ] .

. Q. When do we.as thefe Jews did?

4. When we prefer oyr fing, (which are robbery, be-
caufe they rob us of Gop’s favour) to our Savjour’s
'fervice.

Q. What may we learn from Simon the Cyrenian’s ham:g
the ¢rofs ? .

4. That they who would follow ChrisT, muft fol-

. Yow him by the way of the crofs, . . .

Q. What is the meaning of this wrﬁr ?
A. A good man in feripture is compared to a green

' frmtful tree, (See Pfalm 1ft.) and wicked men to chaff,

and are reprefented alfo by a barren fig-trec : the mean-
ing of the verfe therefore feems to be this : If thcy do this
to me, who am a good man, how will Gop deal with
ghat wicked people the Jews ?

S 32. Q
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‘was CHRIST crucified with the thieves P
A To fulfill this Taying, “ And he V“ numberqd

" with the tranfgreflors.” J/a liii. 12. -

Q. Why between them-?
+ A. As though he was the unworthicft and bafeft-bf the
three. '

Q. What may we learn from bence ?

A. To pray for our moft bister chemies.

Q. Why was the ﬁ:pnfcr@:wu wrtttm in Hebrew, Qreek,

" and Latin ?- Rt

4. To ihcw that Jesus CHRIST was to be thq Saviour

+ - of all nations, tribes, and languages.

(l

44

. " A. No, by no means.

Q. Hhat may we learn fmn the bcbavmtr q‘ tb( impeni-
Zent thicf ?

4. That for the generality, thofe who 'lwé all’their
lives in fin, dic hardened.

+ Q. What may we learn from the bebaviour of ‘the pénitent
tbuf, and CHRIST’s bebavior towards bim ? :

A. That there is mercy for the worﬁ of (ﬁineni

" through CHR1sT the Saviour.

Q. May wicked men draw any reaﬁm from W, tq
dtfer their repentance till a death-bed

' l B
Q. Why? -
4. Becaufe probably this thief had never heard of

© «CHRIsT before. adly, He might not have been {0’ notori-

ous a finner as s imagined, though draws 2k by fitprize
or temptation to commit the crime for which he ('uﬂ'crqd

3dly, Gob converted him, te honout his Son's death;
that he might in the very agonies thereof triumph' over

- the devil. 4thly, Becaufe he gave uncommon inftances

of his faith : he calls CHRr1sT, ¢ Lord,” when his own
difciples had forfook him, when the ngh-pueﬁ, fcnbm
and rulers were deriding him, and his own divinity ynder
an eclipfe : none of which circumftances are applicable
to a wilfully wicked man, that defers repentance till he
comes to die. - )

Q. What is the fixth hour ? ’

4. Twelve at noon.
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Q. What the gth ?

A. Threg ip the afternoon.

Q. What was the vail of the temple ?

4. A curtain that parted the two places, where the
Jews and Gentiles worﬂnpped,

Q. Why was it rent in twain #

A. Becaufe by the death of CHRIsT, the'partition. wall
between Jew and Gentile was to be broken down.

Q. Why did CurisT cry with a loud voice 2

A. To fhew that he died full of vigour.

Q. What may we learn Sfrom bis wIImg Gob, Father?

A. That we are to acknowledge Gop to be our father,
though under the fevereft difpenfations of his providence.

Q. What learn you from bence ?

A. That we muft not follow a multitude to do evil.

Q. Wby was it remarked, that CHR1sT’s grave was bewn
ont of a rock ?

4. Becaufe then it could not be faid, that his difciples
digged under, and ftole it away.

Q. Wty that be was laid in a grave, wber: never man
before was laid ?

A. Becaufe then if any one’s body did rife, it muft be
that of the Lorp Jrsus.

Q. What may we learn from the lafi part of this verfe ?

A. That even the moft civil offices due to our neareft
friends, ought not to hinder us, if poflible, from keepmg
the fabbath-day holy.

v

C H AP XXIV.

Q. What may we learn from this firfl verfe?

4. That we fhould rife early in the morning on th
Lord’s-day, and offer him the fpices and odours of pmf‘=
and tbankfgwmg.

Q. What is meant by the two men ?

4. Two angels in the fhape of men.

Q. Why muft the Son of Man be crucified ?

4. Becaufe we, had deferved to be accurfed by Gob;
and crucifixion being an accurfed death, (for it is written,
$ curfed is every onc that hangeth upon a tree”) he be-
came a curfe for s,

' 1.Q:
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Q. What may we learn from the difciples not hb'wiug the

women's repors ¥

A. That we ought more firmly to believe the truth of
our blefled LorD’s refurre&ion, fince his own d:fclples
were the laft who gave credit to it.

Q. What may we dearn from bence ?

A. That chriftians ought to talk of good thmga as
they walk together.

Q. What from bence ?

A, That Jesus CHRIsT takes notice of the converfa-
tien, and more efpecially of the gnefa of his people.

Q. by muff CHRIST rife again and enter into glory ?

A. Toaflure us Gop was fatisfied for our fins ; that he

4

" was no impoftor or cheat ; and to affure us of the refur~
- re&ion of our bodies after death.

29.

30.

3t

Q. Wiy niuft be rife the third day? .

A. Becaufe if he had continued longer, the body muft
have feen corruption ; and then the prophecy would not
have been fulfilled, which fays, that ¢ Gop’s Holy One
was not to fee corruption.” Nor would he have fulfilled
the type of Fonab.

Q What may we lrarn from CHR1sT's firfi rq‘uﬁng

0 in
¢ 4. That in {mall matters, though we may at firft re-
fufe a thing, yet we may afterwards, without forfeiting
our words, comply therewith ; it being fuppofed, that
we promifed on the fuppofition we had no better reafon
to the contrary.

Q. What may swe learn from bence ?

A. That we fhould, when evenmg comes on, conftrain
CHRIsT by our prayers, to tarry with and watch over us
all night.

Q. What may we learn from bence ?.

4. That we fhould never prefume to eat, without firft
afking a blefling.

Q. What may we learn from CHRIST's anifbing fo foon
out of their fight ¢

A. That the fpiritual vifits of Jesus CHRIsT in this
life, are but of a fhort continuance ; which fhould fet us
upon preparing for that place, where we fhall fee and be
with Him to all eternity, without interruption. |

6 ) 36:Q
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Q. Phat may we learn from CRRISY's faying 1o bis dif-
ciples, ¢ Peace be to you,” theugh they bad all fo lately forfook
bim ? .

4. That we ought never to upbraid thofe who have
offended us, when they give marks of repentance; and

" alfo, this fhould encourage finners to hope for -bleflings

from Jesus CHRIST, though they have finned againft
him. )" ..
Q. What may we learn from hence @
A. That it is impoffible to under@and. the foriptures,
without the illumination of the Spirit of Jesus CuaisT:

- ¢ For the natural man difcerneth nat the things of the

49.

Spirit.”
Q. Ought we therefore to pray before we read the feripa
tures ?
A. Yes, by all means.
Q. What is meant by the promife of the Father ? .
4. The Holy Ghoft, which was ta ceme upon the

Apoftles at the feaft of Pentecoft.

Q. What is meant by their being continually in the tample
4. That they were there at all hours of public. prayer.
Q. What fbould we learn fram thence? -
A. That we ought to go and do likewife.

JOHN, CHuar L

Q. Who was the author of this gofpel ?

A. Fobn, the difciple whom JEsus loved.

Q. Wby did be write it ? '

4. To confound the herely of Ebion and Cerintbus,
who denied the divinity of our blefled LorD: and there-

fore, through the whole gofpel we find he takes all op-

portunities of proving, that Jesus CHR1sT was very Gop
of very Gop ; another thing he had in view when he
wrote it, was to fupply what was wanting in the other
Evangelifts; therefore he chiefly relates to us thofe par-
ticulars which the other Evangelifts had omitted.

Q. What
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Q. What may we learn from Gob's pérmitting fome of
the Evangelifls to leave out what the others put iny and again
Jome inferting what athers have left out ?

A. That Gop would hereby oblige us to read all ; and

alfo to exercife our undeiftanding, that by comparing
fpiritual things with fplruual, we mlght find out the
truth. - .
Q Wha is meant by the W'ord?
A. Jesus CHRisT,

Q Is there any proof ih this verfs, that JESUS Gx-uus‘l‘
is Gop ?

A. Yes: ¢ And the Word was Gob.”

Q. Why was it neceffary that JEsUS our Saviewr fbenld be
Gon ? .

A. Becaufe it was impoffible for any creature to fatisfy
for our fins.

Q. Is here any proof of the Divinity of CrisT ?

. A, Yes: becaufe the work of creation is afcribed to
him.

- Q. Is theve any proof of it in this verfe P

A Yes: ¢ In him was life.” For whofoever has
life in or of himfelf, muft be Gob.

Q. Who is meant by the wyrd. ¢ light.”

A. Jesus CHrisT, who came to enlighten us, by re«
vealing Gop’s will to us, .

Q. What mean you by the word “ darbuj} &

A. The dark minds of men. ‘ ,

Q. What is meant by the word ¢ otn , 7" ‘

A. The Jews, who were Gob’s peculiar people.

Q. Can you paraphrafe this verfe

A. Which were born not of blood, 7. ¢. not by, any
natural generation ; nor of the will of the fleth, nor of
the will of man, . ¢. not by human adoption, but of
Gob, or by the frec grace and power of Gob only.

Q. What does the Evangelift alluds to bere?

A. The tabernacle, with the fhekinah, or glorious

* appearance that ufed to be in it; which were types of

Jesus CHRIsT : the former reprefenting his humanity,
the latter his divinity refiding or abiding in it. Itie
3 therefore.
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< therefore faid in the margin of fome bibles, ¢ Taber-

nacled amongft us,” plainly alluding to the Jewith ta-
“bernacle in the wildernefs, .

16. Q. Wbhat mean you by thefe words, ¢ Grace for grace ?”

A. That CurIsT camé to give us grace, that we might
get more of it : or rather it thould be rendered, ¢ Grace
upon grace.” For Jesus CHRIST came to purchafe for
us not only a fufficiency, but an abundance of grace,

41. Q. What may we learn from bence ?

A. That when we are converted ourfelves, we thould
endeavour to bring others, efpeoially our own relations,

 to the knowledge of Jesus Curis.

Q. What may we learn from thefe words,  We have
found the Me(fiab #”

4. That young converts are very apt to think they
have apprehended CurisT, whereas they are rather ap-
prehended by him.

49. Q. What may we liarn from Nathaniel’s behaviour, and
CHRIST's anfwer ?

A, That a child-like ﬁmphclty, is the beft preparative
for the reception of divine truth.

S§1. Q. When was this fulfilted ?

" A, Asi. when his difciples faw him carried up into
heaven; and it will be more fully accomplithed, when
Jesus CHrisT fhall come to judgment in the glory of
his Father, with his holy angels, to be admired by his
faints.

CHAP IL .

2. Q What may we learn from CHRISTs being at the mar-
" riage in Cana?
A. That it is an honourable ftate, otherwnfe he wou{d
not have been prefent at it.
Q. What may we learn from thefe people’s saliing CurisT
ta the marriage ?
A. That thofe who are about to enter on a marriage
flate, ought above all things, by prayer to invite JEsus
CHRIsT, it being for want of that we have fo few happy

mafches.
3 Q

.
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Q. What may we laarn from shi bleffed Virgin's aegaaint-
ing, CHMIST thes thy wantedwdee 7 .

4. That it is goody, when we go to poor people’s

- houfess to fee what thiey wanty and if we cannot relieve

them outl’elves, to apply to others, efpecially to Jesus
CuRisTy to grant. thenr what they waat. ~

Q. What may we lmrs foom CHRN'T's anfuer to bis
mother ?

4. That in fome mufm fhe wae to be blamed, for
making fo froe with- aur Saviowr ; that our refations,
even ouk-parents; aught not -to be regerded; when they
would hinder us in religion ; and that it ¢an never be
prefumed, that the Virgin has fuch power over our Lorb,
as the Church of Rome fuppofes, now he is in heaven,
fince he faid to bgr upen this occafion, ** Woman, what
have I to do with thee,” when he was on earth,

Q. May it not be fuppofed, that CHRIST bad forewn fome

mirecle bftcbl emered onbis public miniflry &

A. There is great reafon to think he had, or otherwife
it is bardly sorbe imagined, fhe fhbuld fo readily apply to
him to work a miracle on this occafion, or bid the fer-
vants te také fuch notice of his orders. )

Q. What is meant by CHRIST’s faying, “* Mine bour is

‘m’d‘m?».

.4. Mine bour for working this miracle is not yet
come ; the wine being not -quite, though- very fiear outy
as the original word ﬁgmﬁu i our extremity is CHRISY'S
@pﬂmﬂ“’. !
Q. What may wié kears fram this verfe P
A. That what the Virgin faid to thefe fervants, we
faould think faid t ourfelves ; and whatfoever Crr1g¥

" faith unto us, we awift de.

. A

Q. May thers any thing be gatbered froim this mﬁ,
cnﬁmdetratbq"ur&mnr:mwcb? .

A. Yes : the watering-pots being madé ufe of by the
Jews, to.purify or-wafls thémfelves; as thtgicame in and
out, ‘as the Papifts now make ufe of their ridiculons ho'ly-
waters; .it was plaity npthing but Water-ufed to be' gut in
shem,: and: beiwg made éf'lone, fuppvﬁng wine had

foﬂn:rly

’
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formerly been put in them, no tinfture of it culd refain
to colour the water that Jisus CHa1sT commanded t0
be put in ; which could not be faid, had they been made
of wood.

Q. b0 were they t"at Justs bdtaﬂ{thwﬂuf;m?

A. The fervaats of the'houle.

Q. What may we learn from that #

A. It confirms the riracle; fince hé did not ethploy
his own difciples, but the fervants of the houfo; wio were
entire ftrangers, thierefore could not be fuppofed to join
in a cheat. -

Q. Wbat may we ldrn from the fervantt filling the vef>
fel: up 1o the brim ?

A. That therefore no winé could pofibly be put in to
colour the water; of mix with it.

Q. What is meant by the governor of the ﬁdl 7

A. It alludes to a cuftorh aihong the Jews; who at
their entertainmetits ufed to chufe ohe particular perfort
in the company; to prefide ovet the réft fot that tie, in
ordet to preverit diforder and excefs;

Q. Wiy is it remarkid, that ibe Governor kneiv nit ﬁoﬂt
whence it was $

4. Becaufe then ke eould hiave fio hand in i, therd'oté
his teftimony could be the more relied on.

Q. What j}mtaal meaning is imdev thif miratle P

A. The wine repreferits the Spirit, which Jesus
CHRrisT pours into the hearts of trtic believets ; but
though the coniforts of tlie Holy Ghoft, with which they
ate filled, are exceeding tich heré, yet thidfe itf heaven will’
fo far furpafs thesh that when wé come thiere, we thall
have reafon to fay with the Governor of thc feaft, ¢ Jrsus
Curist has kept his good wine until now.”

Q. Whyis it fo often nmrhd, that JEsUS went 'up to
Jerufalem 1o the poffover #

A. To téach us how careful he was to fubmit to évery
ordinance of Gom, and to fet us an example to follow
his fteps. Never, therefore, if poflible, be ablent from
tite gofict paffover, the {actament or memoiial of his owdi
blefled body and bleod, /

Vor.IV. Z 14 Q

39
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Q. How came thefe tradfemen to be in the t:mple ?

A. There was a command from Gobp, that all the-
males fhould appear before him at Ferufalem three times
in a year, (of which the feaft of the paflover was one)
and that none was to appear before him empty. Now it
being inconvenient to bring cattle, &c. fo many miles as
fome of them were diftant from the temple, thefe per-
fons fat here with oxen, &c. to fell to thofe who came
up to Ferufalem to worthip and offer facrifice.

Q. T¥as not this a plaufible pretence ?

A. Yes; but our blefled LorDp’s refenting it in this
manner, fhews us how jealous he is of the honour of his
houfe, and how he refents the leaft mifbehaviour in the
public fervice of the church.

Q. Was it not a bold thing of Jesus CHRIST fo venture
himfelf among fuch a company of perfons P

A. No doubt of it; and therefore fome have thought,
that this was the greateft miracle CHRIST performed ;
and by this our Lorp would fhew thofe in power, that
if they will be zealous in reforming abufes, and go out
in the name and ftrength of Gop, they know not what
great fuccefs they may meet with.

Q. What may we learn from CHRIST's faying 1o them
that fold doves, *° take thefe things hence ?”

A. That our zeal ought to be according to knowledge ;
that we fhoyld pray for that wifdom which dwells with
prudence ; and, more efpecially, be very cautious how
we aét in works of reformation ; as CHRIsT here did
not loofe the doves and let them fly about the temple
(which would have occafioned a confufion) but ordered
thofe that {old them, to take them thence.

Q. When do we make the boufe of GOD a boufe of Mer-
chandife ?

A. When we go on purpofe to feem religious, in order
to get bufinefs ; and when we talk with others, or let
our own thoughts run on worldly things at public wor-
thip.

Q. What may we learn from the Evangelifls [aying, that
Jesus knew what was in man ?

4. That
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A. That Jesus CarisT therefore was Gob, it being
impoffible for any one but Gop to know what is ia
man.

CHAP IL

Q. 7Vhat may we remark from Nicodemus’s coming to
Christ ?

A. That it is a good thing to fee rulers come to Jesus
ChrisT; and though not many mighty, not many
noble are called, yet fome are.

Q. Wby did Nicodemus come by night ?

A. For fear of man, _

Q. What may we learn hence ? ‘

A. That when religion is out of fafhion, there will be
many Nicodemitss.

Q. Is not the fear of man common to all converts ?

A. Yes; but where the heart is upright towards Gop,

. it wears off daily,

Q. What do you learn from CHRIST’s anfwer ?

A. That it is not fufficient to bave an hiftorical faith
of CHRr1sT, without being born again from above.

Q. What is it to be born again from above ?

A. It is to bave a principle of new life implanted in
our hearts by the holy Spirit, which life muft be evi-

denced by a man’s bringing forth the fruits of the Spi-

rit.

Q. Why cannot a man fee tbe kingdom of GoD urlefs e
be born again ?

A. If by the kingdom of Gob, be underftood to mean
the kingdom of grace, then it is plain an unregenerate
man cannot fee it; or cannot underftand its doctrines,
becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned. But if by the
kingdom of Gop, be meant the kingdom of glory;
then, unlefs 2 man be born again he cannot fee it, be-
caufe we being impure by nature, except we are renewed,
we cannot dwell with a pure and holy Gop.

Q. Does not this verfe urge the abﬂlul: neceffity of water
bapnf m
Z 2 J. ch,
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A. Yes, where it may be bad s but hmv Gop will
deal with perfons unbapnzed we qannqt,»«ll v What
have we ta do to judge.thale that,ace vmlym e .

. Q. Wbat legrn you from ghis uerfe? . ... ...y o

A. That it is-a fhame fog minifbers, so pmcnd ta teach

~ others, who are not twght of Gop themfelees.
132 Q. What learn you from tbejé words, ¢ fbc Sa of man
which is in beaven 27’ : .

A, That Jesus Cugm' is Gon. ﬁu:c bcdqohm he
was then in heaven, though difcourfing. at that time with
Nicodeaus, which could rat be, unlcfshe was Gob.

Ver.

CHAP IV

4 Q. W'by muft CHRIST needs go through Samana?
A. Becaufe there was a woman to Be convertcd there.
Q. /%t learn you frim thence?
- 4. That where Gob has got people to be called, he
will find means to bring them to himfelf, .
6. Q What may you obferve ﬁ'om Christ’s bemg weary ?
A. ‘That he was truly man,
7. Q 1 bat learh you fram CHRIST’s /'a)mv “ Gwe me to
drink 2
* A That our blefféd Lok b underwent much fatigue tn
going, about to preach to finners. And that we ought
not to be athamed to beg, when providence reduces us
" to an indigent life, of to preffing circumftances.

9. - Q. How canit be ja:d that the Jews bad no dealing with
the Samaritans, when in the foregomg verfe w we gre told,
the difciples were gone to buy food?

* 4. They miglt do foime few good oﬂices to, ‘bu; had
no general commerce with' each other.
30. Q. What may we learn ‘from CHRIST'S mima‘nan.g re-
. bigious talk by afking far a litgle water 2 7 7.
A. ‘That we dught-to fpmtuahze every thm we meet
with, and take all proper. opportumtxes to erocluce re-

‘ ligious’ converfation wherever we are. 1 -7
14. Q Wiat does CHRIST nizan by, € dbewater o jbuld
g:w? »

A The
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A. The holy Spirit.

-Q. Wiby-is'the boly Spirit tepvefented by water P

- A, ‘Becaufe, as water waflres away the filth of the body,
fo the holy'Spire cleinfes thé pottution of the foul ; and
as water refrefhes the thn‘ﬁ‘}’, fo do the comfon’s of the
Huly Ghoft vefrefh thie fpiritwil man.

Q. What may we-learn’ from tbtﬁ wara'r, < fall be i in b
bim a wel, &e. 27

A. That where Gop has begun 2 good wdrk he will

- casry 7t on 'to the day of our Lorp Jesus CaRIsT,

Q. Whut winy you learn from this werfe ?

A. That we:-fhould pray to CHRIsT, as this woman
did, and beg him to give us his holy Spirit, that we may
not apply to outward things for comfort.

Q. Why did the woman mention this to CHRIST ?

A. Becaufe, there was a difpute between the $amari-
tans and 7ew:, which was the proper place of worthip,
_‘ferujalm or mount Gerizim. And from heace srofe fuch
an.enmity between them, that they would have.no deal-
ings with one another. .

Q. What is the meaning of this verfe?

A. That now Jesus CHRIST was come, Gop’s wor-
fhip could not be confined to any particular place, but
perfons might every where lift up holy hands to Gob.

Q; When may we be faid to werfbip Gap i fpirit and
in truth ?

4. When we are inward with him in our worfhlp,
and not only honour him with our lips, but with our
affe@ions and lives.

Q. What niay we learn from CHRIST's rtmdmg btmﬁlf

4. That he will as freely and fpmtually reveal him-
felf to every believing heart,

Q. What may we learn, from the difsiples wondering that
be talked with a woman ?
.. 4. That men, efpecially minifters, ought not too freely
to converfe with perfons of that fex.

Q. What learn 04 from the woman kaving ber wat;r-pet
to go intg the city ? ,
yA 3 A That
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A. That we fhould leave our worldly bufinefs, rather
than neglect dt proper times to attend on the means of

" grace.

Q. Did not the woman tell un uniruth beve ?
4. No, for CHRIST might have told her all. How-
ever, as CHRIsT had revealed to her the greateft fecret

.of her life, fhe might eafily infer that- he could tell her

'32.

54

35

38.

41.

every thing elfe.

Q. What may we learn from this anfioer £

A. That we ought,’ after the example of our mafter,
to forego our ordinary meals fometimes for the fake. of
doing good. And we may alfo learn, that a true chrif-

_tian has meat ‘to €at, fpiritual comforts, which the

world knows not of : a ftranger intermeddleth not with
his joys.

Q. What learn we bence ?

A. That it ought to be our meat and drink, or as
much pleafure and our conftant bufinefs to do the will of
Gap,.2s to fupply.our bodies with .proper food.

Q. What does CHRIST mean when ke bids bis difeiples
¢ g0 lift up their eyes "

4. In all probability, he pointed to the Samaritans
whom he faw crowding over the fields, coming to hear
his do&rine.

Q. What does CHRIST mean by this £

A. That the prophets had prepared the way for his
coming, by their prophecies, which made the difciples
work far more eafy.

Q. Vhat learn you from bence 4

A. That though there are many external proofs of the
divinity of CHRIsT’s doétrine, yet his own words or
his dotrine beft explains itfelf : the divine image and
fuperfcription being written on every precept and line
of it

Q. What learn we frog the Niblemaw’s coming to CHRIST
about bis fick fon &

A. That parents fhould apply to CHRIsT for their
fick childien, and that afflitions fhould drive us to
Gon. .

[ 48. Q. F'herein
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Q. Wherein was this Nobleman to be blamed ?
A. Inthat he confined CHRIST’s power to his bodily

prefence. Therefore to convince him of his frail:y, and.

to ftrengthen his faithy CHRIsT cured his fon at a
diftance.

Q. What is meant by the feventh hour ?

A. One in the afternoon.

Q. What learn we from this verfe ?

A. That bodily diftempers are all cured by the power
of CHRIsT, and that thofe who are now recovered from
ficknefs, are raifed up as certainly though not fo vifibly
by him, as was the Nobleman’s fon. ’

CHAP V.

- Q. What learn you from CHRIsT’s afking this queftion ?
¢ Wilt thou be made whole 7 : )

A. That he will know our wants from ourfelves.

Q. What learn you from CHR1ST’s bidding him to take up
bis bed and walk ?

A. That though CHRIsT is the firft mover in recover-
ing us from our natural and fpiricual impotency, yet we
muft concur in the ufe of means.

Q. What learn you from CHRIST’s doing fo many works
on the Sabbath #

A. That doing good, is a proper way of fan&ifying
the Sabbath.

Q. What learn you by CHRIST’s conveying himfelf from the
multitude ?

A. That we fhould do good, but endeavour at the
fame time to avoid the praife of man.

Q. /Phat learn you from CHRIST’s finding the man that
was healed, in the temple 2 )

4. That it is good to fee people, after they are reco-
vered from their ficknefs, going to the temple to return
thanks unto Gop.

Q. What learn you from the latter part of this verfe ?

A. That ficknefs is often fent as a punithment for fin.
That if we do not mend when Gop chaftifes us with

Z 4 whips,
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whips, or light afliions, we muft expe@ to be cha.
flifed with (corpions, or greater trials, .

Q. What lears you from the latter part.of sbis, er

4. That the Fews thought, though the Arizgs deny it,
ga& Jrsus Cunigr belicved and made, lumfclt; to be very

o - .

Q. . Fhat learn you bag? i

A. That people generally Tike 3 goad mmﬁer for a
little while, but aftegwards familiarity brevda gontempt.

Q. Wbat jearn you bence, amd in the 4athvene ?

4. That we fhould feek that honqus. .ogly which
cometh from Gon, .35 alfo shat it is impeflble,. ta be a
€briftian, if we feck to pleafe the Wﬂldw

et}

"CHAP VI

Q. What do yau learn from bence?
* 4. That it is toa common, for pedplé to foltow a mi-
pifter through cunoﬁty, more than to be cdifitd by his

" do&rine.

6, -

Q, Hkat learn yox from CHRIST being folicitods for the
Jeeding of bis bearers bodies ?

. That the body is to be taken care of, and that

CHRIST is as carefyl for ps now he is in heaven, as he

was for the multitude when on earth. That minifters
after his example, fhoyld do all the godd they can to
the bodies of men, to convince them they have a love
for, and to open a way for giving good advice to, their
fouls,

Q_ What learn you from this verfe ?

A4. That the' reafoh why CHRIsT brmgl us into

'\'ﬂraxts, ls to prove us, whether we will trult m him of

not
Q ¥hat gatber you from the words of Ph?hp, ¢« What

'  are Ibfe among fo many Fid

4. That when we lock only upon ou;ward means, no

' wonder that our falth fail vs.

Q TWhat liarn jois from' CHRIST bzddh(g tﬂm « Ga-
;bgr up tbe fragmants that regigined
2 12. 4. That
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A. That we ought to be frugal, though not coveteous ;
and that they will certainly have much to anfwer for,
who wifte ‘their whole eftates: in gahing. -

14. Q. Wit learn you'from the laticr part of this-verfe ?
L. Thdtthe: cortainty and ‘greaenels of dur:Saviour’s
miracles, is an undoubted proof that he wras the true
Meffiah, fince Gop wonld never fo vifibly - fet his feal
"tom impoftor, >+ '
' Q. %y did Caris? a'epaw to a mountain ?

Ver.

A.-To teach chiiffians, and particilar) d)lmﬁers, to '

fly worldly ‘honours ; and- alfe' to fet us an example, that

when we are befet -with temptations of that kind, it is,

beft to retire alone, to pray te Gop to be delivered from
the evil of it.
26. Q. What learn you from what CHRIST bere faid to the
people P
4. That he knows from what principles and motives
. wecome to hear the word of Gop; thetefote we ought
. to take heed how we hear.
§3- Q. Have the papifis any graunds from bence for their doc-
trine of tranfubfiantiation ?

A. No; for CHRIsT tells us in the 63d verfe, that the
fieh proﬁteth nothing, and that his words are fpirit and
life; i. e. they are not to be underftood in a carnal but
fpiritual fenfe ; and frequently by interpreting them liter,
ally, men do greatly err,

-

CHAP VI

1. Q. Wbat learn you Jrem CHrIsT's walking no more in
Judea when the Jews fought to kill him?

A. Thatit is qur duty, not to expofe ourlelves to
needlefs dangers; and when we are perfecuted at one
place, to flee to another, when the glory of Gop and the
good of the church do not require our ftaying.

9 . Q, What learn you from bence P

A. That minifters muft expe& to be accounted the
epemiss of mankind, if they are faithful fo reprove them,
and 'tell them the tmxh, ) ' L

. B :'.'. . :Q%‘
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Q. What learn you from the different opinions men had of
Christ ?

A. That every chriftian, efpecially every minifter, muft
expect to be varioufly thought of, and fometimes to be
accounted deceivers of the people.

Q. Wy did CHRIST cry out thus on the lafi day of the
feaft 7

A. Becaufe on that day, they ufed to go and .draw
water and ‘bring it up to the temple, faying thefe words
of Ifaiab. * And they fhall draw water out of the wells
¢¢ of (alvation.” JEsus CHRIST fecing them therefore
do this, took accafion to difcourfs of the holy Spirit un-
der the fimilitude of water.

Q. by was not the Holy Gheft given, till JEsUs
CHRIST was glorified ? .

A. Becaufe till thren he was himfelf on earth, and had
not taken on him the kingly ofice, nor pleaded the me-
sits of his death before his heavenly Father, by which’
he purchafed that invaluable blefling for us.

- Q. What liarn ycu from the boldnefs of Nicodemus, in
owning CHRIST before the Jewifh Sambedrim, theugh at
S/l be came to bim by night ¢

A. That where there is true grace, the fear of man

will wear off daily.

C H AP VIL

Q. by would nat CHRIST condemn the woman caught
in adultery ?

A. Not becaufe he approved of her fin, but becaufe it
did not belong to him as a prophet, to be the judge of
fuch matters.

Q. What learn you from the perfons being conviéled from

their own confeiences, and going out one by one ?
. A. That wicked men need no other accufer but their
own confciences ; and that it is abfurd to condemn and
be inveterate againft another, for a crime we haye been,
or are guilty of qurfelves.

Q. Is it to be fuppofed that all this woman's accufexs bad
been guilty of cdultery? * .

A. Perhaps
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Ver,

adultery, as our Saviour explained it in the 5th of Mar-
thew.

6. Q: How did the Jews intend to enfnare onr bleffed LonD,
by bringing this woman.before bim ?

4. They wanted to impeach him, either as fevere if
he ordered her to be ftoned, or as one that gave licenfe
to fin, if he forgave her.

Q. What may we fuppofe CHRIST wrote when be flooped
down ?

A. It is prefumption to give the leaft guefs, fince Gob

has not thought proper to reveal it to us.

Q. What may we learn from CHR1ST’s ﬁwpmg down, as
though he beard them not

A. That we ought to be unwilling to hear, and not
take pleafure in hearing of our neighbour’s faults,

12. Q. How can it be faid, that JEsus then Jpake again unté
them, when it is faid before, that they went out one by one 2

A. Some have fuppofed, that the difcourfe which fol-
lows at this verfe, was at another ime; but if the word
then fhould confine it to the prefent time, it may be
reconciled thus. We may fuppofe where CHRIST was

- fitting, there was a vacant place to which the fcribes and
pharifees brought the woman, and in which CHrisT
might ftand alone with her. Now thefe being convicted
one by one, (for it feems plain that CHRisT fpoke only
to them verfe 7th) they might go out ; while fuch as were
there before the fcribes and pharifees came might re-

- main; and to them CHRisT proceeded with his dif-
courfe, and fpake again on the point which he did, be-
fore he was interrupted.
3. Q. Wbat learn you from our Savieur’s difeourfe with the
: Jews wha believed on him ?

A. That young converts ouglit to be exhorted to con-

tinue in well doing ; and that perfeverance only can de-
nominate us true difciples. -
39. Q. Wtat learn you hence &

A. That this is the language of all mere profeflors :
they fay, we have CHRi1sT for our Saviour ; but if they
were CHRIsT's difciples they would do the works of

CHRIsT;

A. Perhaps not in the very a&, but guilty of heart-
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Curist; for in vain we call him ¢ Lorp, LorDp,” if
we do not the thangs that he fays,

Q. What.learn you from hence ?

A. . Thas if CHRIsT who was ‘innoéence itfelf was
called a devil, much more will the munb;u uf his

: hO"‘ledo i

Q. hat Jsers you bﬂm t S

- A. That if Abrabam . rqou:ed at 3 Manca to fee
Cnusre day, much momr ought we to. rejan:e and
give thanks, who enjoy it as prefent. oot

Qq Dues it appear. from bence that CHRISY ‘was ﬁfry
years old ?

d- No, for it is plain he was not above: thiny-four
whcn he was crucified ; but we muft canfider that people
in fuch cafes generally fpeak within compafs; and be-
fides, our Lorp being a man of forrows and acquainted
with grief, he might look older by far than be seally
was. .

Q. JVbat karn yu from bewce? .

A. That Jesus Curist is Gop, ﬁnce he takes that
title to himfelf, which Gop.himfelf made ufe a( when
He fent M5, ﬁ: to quraob, Exndn iiis

CHAP. IX.

- cs 2

Q ”’bat kearn you from this quéflion, pm' b our bleffed

* Lorp’s Difciples 1o him ?

C 6.

- A. That' they believed either the tranfmigration, or
pre-exlﬂence of fouls; for Othcrw:fe how could a man ﬁn
before he was born? -

Q. Wbt learn you from Clhu'sr s anfwer?’ -

Ay That ull -our infirmities’ and bodily ' aMfitions,
though we may not think fo, are ordained Ey Gon for
our gord, and his gloty.

Q, Sbesld every chriffiun be abde to fay thus for Hmj’f{*

A. Yes, for we are commanded to Ict our ﬁqln‘ thine
before nien; '

Q Wby MCHars'r ‘put tIay on fbe man's ryd?‘ w

To fhew the. vamty af t ‘traditton- of - tht Fewifh
! “ulCh’
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church, that it was unlawful to make clay on the Sab-
bath-day; as alfo to-fhew; that Gobp fometimes works
by the-moft unlikely means; and to réprefent the cale of
young 'converts, who before they come 1o fecl the com-
forts of the Holy Ghoft, by fpiritual defertion and temp-
tations have as it were their eyes put out. -~

Q. Wby did CuRIsT fend the man 10 wafh bim[elf ?

. A, To make trial of hs bbediencey and farther to
teach us, that if we will recover our fpiritual fight, we
muft be workers together with Gob, in the appointed
means. :

- Q. Wbat learn we from the mar's faying, I am be

A. That we fhould not be afbamed to Conklk that we
have been healed by Jssvs CHRIST. '

Q. What may we leam Jrom Cnnls'r': lmng Lind to
deggars ¥

A. That we alfo ought to be kmd to them,

Q_ What learn you ﬁm this ﬁ 74 aﬂfwer of tbe Pha-
rifees P

A. That ill-will fbﬂks well of no man.

Q. What learn you from ibe beggar's anfwer? @

A. That we fhould not fear man, when called to tef-
tify of Jesus CHrisT.

Q. What learn you frm the Pbanj}c: being w:llmg 0
bave fo many evidences of this facl?,

A. That they were unwilling it fhould be true; but

_there being (o many evideaces of it, was a gtnt proof

of the truth of the miracle.. .o

Q. What learn you from this verfe ?

4. That oo many pran. dere aot {peak and pra&we
what they know of. Jesus CHrisT and hiy ways, foc

. fear of lpfing their reputation, oc famc odlet.wnpon.l

24 -
. ,Pw?”

advantage.

Q.. ¥bat learn yw Srom tixfe. woxd.s, “.gkl; Gon the

A, That Gon {hould have all the olory of any mercies
we receive ;. buthere Jr was. ] pokaﬂ hypmmm.lx.
- ~QuWhatdeor.gou bouse 2 - :
4. A good lcihon, and 'hat we cannot expc& to have
our

N
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our prayer anfwered whilft we continue in fin; but if we
ferve Gob to the beft of our power, we may be fure we
fhall be regarded by him : for the effetual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much.

Q. What learn you bence ?

A. Fhat proud men cannot bear to be taught by any
of their inferiors,

Q. What learn you from CHRIST's fecking and finding
this beggar when be was cafl out #

A. That when our father, mother, and the world for-
faketh us, the Lorp will take us up. And that the chief
time for.CHRIST to reveal himfelf to us, is, when we are
caft out by men.

Q. /hat learn we from CHRIST’s making this open dif-
covery of bimfelf ?

A. That he will moft freely commumcate himfelf to
all thofe who are willing to receive him,

Q. What learn you from bence ?

A. That Jesus CHR1sT is Gob; for otherwife it is not
to be imagined be would have {uffered the man to wor-
thip bim.

Q. What learn you hence ?

A. That wilful ignorance is a damning fin.

CHAP X

Q. What learn you from this verfe?

A. That if they called the Mafter of the houfe Beel-
zebub, much ‘more will they thofe of his houthold.
CHr1sT’s children were always the world’s fools.

Q. What learn you from bence ?

A. That as Jesus was prefent at the feaft of dedica-
tion, which was purely of human inftitution, 1 Macca-
bees, 4th and gth, therefore we may conform to things
indifterent in themfelves, though only of human appoint-
ment.

Q. Dyes not this verfe prove CHRIST to be Gop ?

A. The Fews thought fo, by their immediately taking
up ftones to ftone him.

34. Q Hw
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Q. How dus our Saviour argue in this and the following
verfes?
A. It is what logicians call an argument ad bominem,

~ when you confute or confound a perfon from fomething

which he himfelf fays or grants. It is alfo an argument
a minori ad majus, when you prove a greater thing from
the lefs. The procefs of the argument runs thus: If you
call magnﬁrates, gods, to whom the word of Gobp only
came, how much more ought you to own me to be Gop,
and not to be angry with me for calling myfelf fo, or
the Son of Gop, who thew by my works, that I dwell
in my Father and my Father in me?

"CHAP XIL

Q. What learn you hence ?

A. That it is not our piety will exempt us from fick-
nefs and other calamities of life, fince he whom CHrisT
loved, was fick : That when any of our relations are fick,
we thould apply, as thefe fifters did, to JEsus CHRIST to
heal them: That it is a peculiar encouragement to pray,
when we know thofe for whom we pray, are beloved of
CHRIST: And that in all our addreffes to Gop, both
for ourfelves and others, we ought to mention rather his
love to us, than ours to him, for we love Gob becaufe
he firft loved us; and our love is fo little, tlnt it is not
worth fpeaking of.

Q. What learn you hence 2

A. That Gop’s continuing his rod upon us, is no ces.

. tain fign of his difpleafure; nay that it is rather a token

of his love, fince CHRIsT knew that Lazarus was fick,
and yet abode two days before he went to his deliver-
ance.

Q. What may we learn from CHRIST's going to Fudea
again ?

A. That though we have met with perfecution jn a
place, yet when Gob calls us thither again, we muft
anfwer, “ Lo, we come;” for the way of duty is the way
of fafety.

8. Q. Did
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Q. Did not this argue a fear in the Difeiples ?

A. Yes; and from hence we may learn that we ought
to beware of our carnal relations, who will diffuade us
from doing our duty, if difficultics actend it, as tbefe Dif-
ciples did CHRrisT.

9, 10. Q. What is the meaning of tbrﬁ.- verfes !

16.

18.

19.

A.The meaning of them feems to be this: There is s
certain time appointed by my Father for me to do my
work in, and in that time I thall be as fafe from daager,
as a man that walketh by day is from falling; but when
that time is over, I fhall be taken by them, a8 a man
falls when he walks in the dark.

Q. Was not Lazarus actually dead ? why then does CHRIST
Jay, < he flecpeth 2

A. Becaufe death is but as a fleep to 2 good man; for,
as fleep frees us from the labour of the day, fo does deash
free good men from the troubles of life.

Q. What larn you from Cumist’s calling Lazasus bis
[riend?

A. That he loves us as dear as himfelf; for a friend
is faid to be as dear to a man as his own foul : ¢ And
thy friend which is as thy own foul.”

Q. What learn you from this faying of Thomas ?

4. That in times of difficulty, it is the chbriftiaps duty

to encourage, exhort, and provoke one another to keep
clofe to CHRrIsT.

Q. How much are 15 furlong: ? .

4. Two miles. o

Q. What learn you bence ?

A. That it is the duty of chriftians to vifit their
friends ; particularly at the death of their relatiqns, and
to comfort them with the hopes of fecing them azain
raifed in glory.

Q. Why &id Mary fu f1ill 2

A. Probably out of humility, thinking berfelf upworthy
to go, till CurisT called her. )

Q. Did Martha jbew faith in faying thus? .

A. Yess but fhe exprefled 2 weaknefs in it, fines the
confined CRrist’s power to his bodily prefence.

22. Q Dees
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a2, Q. Does not this verfe likewife prove the iml»mf: of ber
Saith?
A. Yes; for fhe feems to look upon CHrisT not a
Gob, but as a Prophet only a&ing under him; .
24. Q. What learn you bence ?
A. That the Fews believed tlie do&rine of the refur-

re&ion, though that her do&rines is brought
to a fuller light by tl
25.26. Q. What is the m ? two wrjé: ?

: A, They may be v '0 ways: that though i
perfon be dead in fin | Jive a fpiritual life, if
he believes in CHRIs ', that a true believer,
though worms deftrc fhall yet in his flefh fec

"~ Gon.

Q. What may we learn ﬁ'am CHRIsTs a_/kmg Marthd
the quefion at the latter end of the 26th verfe ?

A. That itis good when we are reading the fcupture
do&rines, particularly the dotrines of the refugre@ion,
and the new birth, to afk ourfelves, whether we believe
them or not.

28. Q. Did Curist call Mary i

A. Not as we hear of, though he might and did pro:
bably ; charity will incline us to think, fhe did not tell
an untruth; .

39. Q. What Learn you from bence

A. That this théws Mary fat fill, only becaufe Cx-uusr
did noe call her; and alfo, that we fhould imitate her
behaviour; when Christ calls'us to repentance, wé
fhould arife quickly, and come unto him. :

.32 Q Was not here the like weaknefs in Mary s faith as in
ker fifter's #

A. Yes; they both confined his power to lus bodily
prefence.

34 Q Was it confifiemt with CHRIST's innocent ry‘:'gumn
to be troubled? . )

A. Yes, as he was troubled ; for it was a trouble that

*~ did not difcompofe him: fome thercforc have. reprefented
" it by a glafs of pure cryftal water, which, theugh fhaken,
Vor. 1V, Aa is

39
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" Js nbt muddy. And in the margin it & faid, ¥ Curisy
troubled himfelf.”

Q. W2y did Jesus wap? -

A. Probably, on feeing and confilering what havoc
fin had made, to fhow (ymmpathy for the afli®ed relati-
ons; but mare pasticultly for the hardnefs of the peo-
_ple's bearts, who be knew would not be converted,
though he was about to fiew them fo great a miracle.

36. Q. What learn you bence ?

A, That if the Fron faid, « Behold how be loved
him,” when he thed only a few tears, well may we fay,
¢¢ Behold how he loved us,”™ when be Thed hjs precious

blood for us. . ,
.37, Q. What learn you bcaa?

A. Thae if-will fpéaks well of nothing.

39- Q. What learn you from Martha's faying, Lonn, )
this timé be flinketh?

4. That locking upon buman improbabilities, is a

. great weakener of our faith; when Peser began to fear,

. he began to fink.

41. Q. Do we bear. that CHRIST prajed audibly at this

© time?

4. No; but be did it f,ecrctly, to teach us, that it is
poffible to pray though we do not fpeak For the Spirit
maketh interceflion for us, with groamngs that cannet
be attered. -

46. Q. What learn you bence ?

' A. The folly of our modern unbelievers, who would
defire a repetition of miracles, to convince them of the
truth of the chrift’an religion; whereas it is to be doubt-
ed, whether they would be convinced by them or not,
fince here were fome who faw 'this great miracle -of the
refurreQion of Lazarss, and would not believe. "< If
ye believe not Mefes and the ‘Prophets, neither will ye
belicve though one rofe from the dead.” |

55. Q. What lrarn you bence

©* 4. "That before the chriftian paffover, the Eorp’s fupe
pes, <hrittizns ought to fludy to preparc themielves by
prayer and examiua:io:!'.

CHAR.




Ver.
)

s

40,

T g 1
CHAP XL

Q, Hdatlearn you from Martha'tfarving, though Cirkrst
- befere thishad tondemned ber-too great folivitude? -’

A. Thatreligion does nodt cill os from our cdmmon
bufinefs, but teaches us to follow it; with a prepet prin-
ciple, obedience to Gop j ahd that tos nok af the w®-
pence of the ane thing nieedful, ‘

-Qy What learn you bency # S

- A. That elf who fpeak well; are not flmts; though it is
beft ¢o judgo charitably of ali. '

What hearn you hence ? - : ‘

A. That if CHRisT was not to be with s always, then
he is not bodily prefent at tlie ma(s, as the Rmyb ehurch
fuppofes.

Q. Did she Propbets foreteling vheir bahz‘iuﬁ fhm,

the Jews under & neceffity of not belirving #
. 4. No more than our kaowing the fin wilt rife to<
morrow, obliges the fun to rife; 'The Prophet foftknew
by the Spirit of Gop that it would be fo, theufore fores
wohd'ie.”

QDcctGopbarJnmym:W? v

A. Nottitl they have hardened. théir ewn hearts% thus
Pbarach firft hardened his owas heart; and dienr fdis faid
Gob hardened it.

42, 43. Q What learn you bence

A. That a fear of contempt‘, &c. &c. keeps maur
well-di(pofed people from confeffing CHRIST before men;
and that we can never be chr@ians, till. weatescontpat

.- --only -with -that honouyr agd pmj,’e plpch qameth from

lo'

- b‘qod,of CHunrisT.

Gop.
CHANDR, XIIT,

Q Whiat is the meaning of this verfe r
4.. It feains to be this. He that is once really eonvert-

ed, necds not that juftification and-fan&ification, which
other finners want; but yet fhould mourn over his daily
fins, and daily feek to have them wafhed away by the

v . ‘

. A2z 14. Q. Ought
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« another’s feet?

[ 321
Q. Ought we to make a rite of this, and really wafb one

A. Some have thought fo; but if we do what s meant
by this condefcenfion of our blefled Lorp, fubmit.to the

. Joweft offiaes for ‘the benefit of one another, it feems to

be fufficient.

Q. Wiat learn you from Cl-uus'r.: giving Judas a fop?

A. That thofe are not always the greateft favourites of
heaven, to whom Gobp gives outward bleffings. And
alfo, that after our Saviour’s fop, if we are not better
we fhall be the worfe; if we do not improve otr ad-
vantages and ferve our Mafter, we fhall betray him.

Q. Did CHR18T’s faying unto Judas,  What thou decfl

" de quickly,” lay bim under an obligation to do it ?

A. By no means; the meaning of it is this, If thou
art refolved to betray me, the fooper the better.

Q. Why is the lovivg one anotber, ¢ new commandment ?

A. Becaufe it is ta procced from a new motive, and
meafure; even CHRIST’s love towards us.
. Qu What learn you bence ?

4. That when we make any refolutions, they ought
to be made in the-name and firength of Gobp other-

- wife he muft in pity let us fall, to convince us of our

26,

30.

weaknefs,
. GHAP XIV.

" Q. What larn you benee? =

A. That it'is one of the peculiar offices of the Holy
Ghoft, to bring to our remembrance what CHRIST has
told us. And this every fincere: chriftian knows by ex-
perience.

Q. What learn you bence ?

A. That the le(s corruption we have in our hearts, the
lefs power will the devil havg over us.

CHAP;
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CHAP. XV.

Q. What learn you bence #

A. That every unprofitable fervant, and all mere pro- -
feffing chriftians, will perifh; and that thofe who are true
chriftians muft expect afitions and trials to prepare
them for greater fervices.

Q. What learn you hence ? :

A. That the world hates chriftians on account of their
conformity to CHRIsT ; therefore if chriftians will be
conformed to CHEIsT, it is impoffible for them to avoid
contempt.

Q. What is meant by that :xpre_ﬂfan, ¢ they bad net bad
Sm?

4. They would not have had fo great fin; or no fin
at all in comparifon of what they will have now.

Aag . ) LAw
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ADDRESS

ALL CHRISTIANS

CONCERNING

HorinNness of HearT and LiFr:
BEING

An Attempt to render Mr. LAW’s Serfous Call more
ufeful to the Children of Gop, by excluding what-
ever is not truly Evangelical, and illuftrating the
fubje&t more fully from the Holy Scriptures.

He bath chofen us in Him before the foundation éf the world, that
we fhould be boly and without blame before Him in love. .
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LAW GOSPELIZED;
OR, AN
.ADDRESS to all CHrIsTIANS
| CONCERNING

HoriNEss of HEART and LirFeE.

CHAPTER L* -
The Nature and Extent of Chriftian Devotien.

HRISTIAN devotion, fignifies a life given or devoted

to Gop ; he confequently, and he alone, is the devont
man, who llves no longer to his own will, or after the way and
fpirit of the world, but to the fole will of Gop ; who con-
fiders Gob in every thing ; who makes all the parts of his
common life, as well as his more immediate religious exercifes,
parts of piety, by doing every thing in the name of Jesus
CHRrI1sT, and ynder fuch rules as are condncxve to promote
Geb’s glory,
. Reafon and fcnpture plainly evince the trutb of this. For
as there is but ¢ one Gob and Father of us all,” whofe
glory gives light and life to eyery thing that lives ; whofe pre-
fence fills all places, whofe power fupports all bemgs, whofe
providence ruleth all events; fo every thing that lives, whe-
ther in beaven or earth, whether they be thrones or principa-
lmes, men or angels, they are all.bound, by the laws of theic

greation, to live wholly to the praife and glory of this one .
Gonb and Father of them all.

® By Letter 640, Vol, II. p. 144. it appem that this tra& was writ-
ten about Fuse 1748, W,
. We

L4




’

[ 578 )

. We readily acknowledge, that Gob alone is to be the ryle
and meafure of our prayers; that in them we are to look
wholly unto him, and a& wholly for him ; that we are only
to pray in fuch » marmer, and for fuch things, and with fuch
ends as are fuitable to his glory.

Now let any one but find out ‘the reafon why he is to be
thus ftritly pious in his pnyers, and he will find the fame,
as ftrong a reafon, why be is to be as firiikly pioys in all the
other parts of ‘his life : for were it not our ftric duty to live
by reafon, and to devote ail the alions of our lives to Gob
were it not abfolutely neceffary, and our higheft privilege to
walk before bhim in wifdom ard holingfs, and ajl hepvenly
converfation, doing ‘evéry thing'in his name, and for his glory,
there would be no excellency and wifdom in the moft hea-
venly prayers. Nay, fuch prayers would be abfurdities, they
would be like praying for wings, when it was no part of our
duty to fly,

Again, we readily acknowledge, that Gcrgm muft live
wholly unto Gob in one particular way, in the exercife of
boly offices 3 in the miniftration of prayers and fzcraments, and
a zealous diftribution of fpiritual things : but mea of other
emiployments, are in their particular ways 2s much obliged oy
A& us the fervants of Gop, amd to live wholly unto him in
their feveral callings.. For as all chriftians are by their bap-
tifm*deveted to Gop, and made profeflors of holinefs ; fo are
they all in their feveral callings, to live as holy and heavenly
perfons ; doing ‘every thing in common Afe, only in fuch a
mznner-as it nvay be received by Go, as afervice done to him.’

Further; it- wil be readily acknowledged on afl fides, that
angels, whether they are principalities ,or powers, muft ai
with one fpitit, five wholy to the praife and glory of the one
Gop and Fatter of them all ; -and that it is net allowable for;
or becoming them, to a&t bc}ow the dignity of their ptoper
flate. And s not & devout life, and a wife ule of our pro-
per condition, as rhuch the duty of all chrifans, as it is the
duty of angek and ecieftial beings ? * Qur blefled Baviour has
cleaged up this point, by making this petitien a conftant part
of all our prayers, ** Thy will be done on earth, as it is ia
heaven.” A plain proof, that the obedience of dbriftians;is ta
imitate at lealt ¢he obedience of wngels ; und that rationed be-'

. ingt
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ings on earth, are td bt wholly devoted unto Gop, ‘in like
manner as rational beings in heaven are devoted to him.

Thefe are not {pecalative flights, or imaginary notions, but
are pliin and andeniable truths, founded in the very nature of
satipnal beings, and upon tbe infallible teftimonty of the lively

oracles of Gop.

. It is ‘but barely complying with that apoftolical precept,
¢ Whether yt eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to
the glory of Gon.” For no one can come near the do&rine
of this paffage, but he¢ that propefes to himfelf to do every
thing in this life, 24 a fervant of Gop; to live by reafon in
gvery thing that he does; and to-make the wifdom and holi-
pefs of the gofpel, and the glory of Gop, the rule and mea-
fure of his defiring and ufing every gift of Gop.

- Eating is one of the loweft a&ions of our lives ; it is com=
men to us with mére animals : yet we fee, that this text, as
well as by the pra&tice of chriftians in all ages, has turned
this ordinary a&tion of an animml life, into an a& of piety to
Gon, by makingevery meal to begin and end with devotion,

Some remains of this cuftom are yet to be feen in moft
chriftian families ; but indeed it is now generally fo performed,
as to look more like a mockery upon devotion, than any foy
lemn -application of the mind unto Gop. However, thefe

very remains, fuch as they are, are proofs, that religion has -

formetly belonged to -this, and .confequently to every other
part of common life,

- But to return. The fame Apoftle, in his . epnﬁle to thc
Ephefians, commands fervants ¢ to be eobedient to their

mafters in finglenefs of hearty 2s unto Cueysr; not with eye

fervice, as men-pleafers, but asthe fervasts of GARIST, doing
the will of Gop from the heart : with good-will deing fervice
as unto the Lorp, and not-unto mea,” This paflage fufli-
ciently fhews, that all chriftians are to live wholly unto Gon,
in every flate and condition of life, doing the work of theig
rommon calling in fuch a manner, and for fuch ends, as to
make it 2 part of their devotion or ferviee to Gopo. For if
poor fleves .ate pet to cemply with their bufinefs as men-
. pleafers; if they arc to look wholly unto Gop in all theig
_aétions,” and ferve in finglenefs of heart, as unto the Lorp;

ﬁm’y wien of other employments and conditions, muft be a
3 much
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much obliged to go through their bufinefs with the fame fin-
glencfs of heart, not as pleafing the vanity of their own minds,
nor as granfymg their own felfith, worldly paffions, but as the
fervants of Gop in all-that thcy have to do. To deny this,
would be as abfurd, as to make it neceffary for one man to be
more juft or faithful than another.
- To clofe thefe arguments founded on reafog and feripture,
Our being indifpenfably obliged to devote our lives to Gop,
is very evident from that glorious paffage of the Apoftle,
wherein he declares that ¢ CHR1sT died and rofe again, that
we fhould henceforth not live unto ourfelves, but unto him
that died for us; that we are not our own, but bought with
a-price,” emphatically fo called, and that we thould ¢¢ there-
fore glorify Gop in our fouls and bodies which are his.”
- If then we defire to live as rational creatures, if we would
not add beathen lives to chriftian prayers, if we would perform
our baptifmal vow, and do Gop’s will on earth as it is done
in beaven; if we would comply with the whole will of Gob,
and anfwer the end of our blefled LorD’s birth, death, refur-
reQion, and afcenfion, we muft live wholly to Gob, and
make his glory the fole rule and meafure of our alting in cvcry
employment of life.

For want of knowing, or at leaft of confidering this, we
fee fuch a mixture of ridicule in the lives of many people,
¥ou fee them firiék as to fome times and places of devotion ;
but when the fervice of the church is over, they are like thofe
who feldom or never come thére. In their way of life, their
manner of fpending both time and meney, in their cares and
fears, in their pleafures and indulgences, in their labours and
diverfions, they are like the reft of the world. This makes
the loofe part of the world generally make a jeft of thofe that
are thus feemingly devout; net altogether it may be becaufe
they are really devoted to GOD, but becaufe they appear to
have no other devotion,” but that of occafional prayers,

Fultus is very fearful of mlﬁing prayers ; all the parith
fuppofe Fulins to be fick, if he is not at church. But if you
atk him, why he fpends the reft of his time by humour or
chance? Why he is bufy at all balls and aflemblies? Why he
gives himfelf up to an idle goffipping converfation? If you
afk him, why he never puts fis converfation, his time, and

fortune,
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fortune, under the rules. of religion? Fulius has no more te
fay for himfelf, than the moft diforderly perfon. For he that
lives in fuch a courfe of idlenefs and folly, lives no more ac-
cordmg to the religion of Jl-:sus CHR1sT, than he who lives
in gluttony and intemperance.

Our blefled Saviour and his Apoftles did not fpend their
whole miniftry in recommending the duties of public and pri-<_
vate prayers ; though by their example and precepts they re.
commended and enforced both ; but it is worthy our obferva-
tion, that after they had laid down a |ively faith in Gop’s
mercy through ]Esos CHRIsT, as the foundation, they were
chiefly taken up.in delivering dotrines which relate to com-
mon life. For they call upon us ¢ to renounce the world, fo
as not to be conformed to it: To fear none of its evils, to
reje&t its joys, and have no value for its happinefs: To be
8s new-born babes, that are born into a new ftate of things; to
live as pilgrims, in fpiritual watching, in holy fear, and hea-
venly afpirations after another life: To take up our daily
crofs, to deny ourfelves, to profefs the blcffednefs of holy
mourning, and poverty of fpirit: To rejet the luft of the
flefh, the luft of the eye, and the pride of lifc, fo as not to
follow or be led by them: To take no anxious thought for
the morrow ; to live in the profoundeft ftate of humility ; to
rejoice in worldly fufferings and injuries, when it pleafes Gop
to bring them upon us; to forgive and blefs our enemies, and
to love mankind in the fame maaner, though not degree, as
Gob loves them. In fhort, to give up our whole hearts and
affe@ions to Gob, cven a Gob in CHRisT, and to ftrive to
enter through the frait gate of a found converfion into a life
of eternal glory.”

This is the common dcwtmx, which our bleffed Saviour and
his App&lss taught; in order to make it the common life of
all chriftians. But yet, though it is thus plain, that thls, and
this alone, is true chriftianity, yet it is as plain, that there is
little or nothing of this to be found, not only among profefled
rakes, but cven among the better and more fober fort of peo-
ple. You may fee them often at public worfhip, and the
Lorp’s table, and hear them talking of grace and religion,
and fiod them pleafed with orthodox preachers ; but look into
their lives, and you fec them juft the fame fort of people as

5 others
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others are, who make no pretences to dmh&n at all. So that
the difference that yeu find between them, feems to be only
the difference of natural tempers, or the effe& of a polite and
tivilized education.

Leo has a great deal of good nature, has kept what they call
good company, hates every thing that is falfe and bafe, is very
generous and brave to his friends, but has: concerned himfelf
fo litele with religion, that he bardly knows the dlﬂ'-etence be-
tween a Few and 2 chriftian.

Eufebiusy on the other hand, has had early impreffions of re-
figion, fometimes prays extempore, and buys books of devo-
tion, and reccives the bleflfed facrament once a month. ~ He
can talk of all the do&rines of grace, is acquainted with the
true ftate of the controver{y between the Calvinifls and Armi-
mians, knows all the feafts and fafts of the church, and the
names of moft men that have-been eminent for piety. Yop
never hear him fwear, or make a loofe jeft, and when he talks
of religion, he talks of ity as 2 matter of the laft concern.

Here you.fee, that one perfon has religion enough;, accord-
fng to the way of the werld, to be reckoned a pious chriftian;
und the other is fo far from all appearance of religion, ‘that he
may fairly be sopkencd an beathen ; -and yet if you deok into
their common Jife, you will find Eufdins and Leo exally
alike; feelung, ufing, and enjoying, ail that.can' be gotten in
this world, in the {ame manner, and for the fame ends, eyen
to pleale themfelves, without any prevailing habitusl regard to-
the glory of Gop. You will find that riches, profpehty,
pleafures, indulgences, ftate, equipage, and honour, are juft
xs much the happinels of Eufebins, as they are of Lee.
~ Aod mutt.got all who are capable of any refletiony readily
acknowledge, that this is geserally the flate even of what we
commonly term devvat people, whether men or wemen ! You
may fee them different-from fome others, as to times and places
of worthip, receiving the facrament, and. with. a- -de@rinml
knowledge of the form of found words; but wually like the
teft of the world in all-the other parts of their dives, st not
notorious, that chriftians are now not on}y like other-mhen in
their frailties and infirmities, (this -maght be in fome
excufable, fince the fcriptures inform us, that Bhjab was-e
manof like paffions -with-others) but are they not like -hea-
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thens, in all the main apd chief articles of their lives? Do
they not enjoy the world, and live every day with the fame’
indulgence as they did who knew not Gop, nor of any hap-
pinefs in another life? )

And yet, if chriftianity has not changed 2 man’s mind and
témper, with rclation to thefe things, what can we fay that
it has done for him ?  For if the do&trines of chriftianity were
univerfally practifed, they would make 2 man as different from
other people, as to all worldly tempers, fenfual pleafures, and
the pride of life, 2s a wife man is diffcrent from an ideot; and
it would be almoft as eafy 2 thing to know a true profeffor of
chriftianity, by his outward courfe of life, as it is now difficult
to find any body that lives it.

CHAP 1L

Perfons free from the meceffities of labour and employments, are 82
confuder themfebves as devoted to GOD in a higher degree.

S it bas been proved inr' the foregolng chapter, that all

profeflors of chriftianity, do lic under manifold obliga-

tions to live a life wholly devoted unto Gobp; fo thofe who

have no particular employment, but have their time and fortune

at their own difpefal, are under flill greater obligations of
living wholly unto Gop in all their altions.

They are thofe, of whom ¢ much will be required, be-
caufe much is given unto them.”

A flave can only live unto Gob in one particular way ; that
is, by religious patienice and fubmiffion in his ftate of flavery ;
but all ways of holy living, all inftances, and all kinds of vir-
tue lie open to thofe, who are mafters of themfclves, of their
time, and their fortune.

You are no labourer or tradefman; you ase neither merchant
nor foldier ; fhould you not therefore confider yourfelf, as
placed in a ftate, in fome degree like that of good angels,
who are fent into the world as miniftring fpirits, for the geac-
ral good of mankind, to affift, protet, and minifter for them
who fhall bc heirs of falvation ?

.- - - -
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Had you, Serena, been obliged by the neceffities of lifes td.
wath cloaths for your maintenance, or to wait upon fome .
miftrefs, that demanded all your labour, it would then be.

your duty to ferve and glorify Gop, by fuch humility, obe-

dience, and faithfulnefs, as might adorn that ftate, and im-

prove that one talent to its greateft height : but as Gob hath
given you five talents ; as he hath placed you above the necef-

fities of life ; as he hath left you in the hands of yourfelf, in .

the happy llberty of chufing the moft exalted ways of religion 3
fo it is now your duty and privilege to turn your five talents

“into five more; to fet no bounds to your love and gratitude
to the bountiful Author of fo many bleffings ; and to confider.
how your time, leifure, health, and fortune, may be made fo.

many happy means of improving your fellow- creatures in the
ways of Gob, and of advancing yourfelf, through grace, at
laft to the greatcﬁ heights of etcenal-glgry.

This, Serena, is ‘indeed your profeffion : and the reafon of

this wilbappear very plain, if- you would only confider, that; -

your eftate is as much the gift of Gob, as your eyes or hands;
and is thergfore no more to be burigd or thrown away at pleas
fure, than you are tosput out your eyes, or tbrow away yout
limbs as you pleafe.

But befides thefe confiderations, there are feveral other
great and important reafons, why all chriftians in,general, and
fuch as I am now fpeaking of in particular, fhould. be religi~
oufly exa in the ufe of their fortunes for the glory of Gop.

For. the manger of ufing our money, and {pending our
eftate, enters {o far into the bufinefs of every day, that our
common life muft neceffarily be much of the fame nature as
our common way of fpending our eftate, 1f we wafte it, we
do not wafte a trifle, that ﬁgmﬁcs lictle ; but we wafte that
which might be made as eyes to the blind, as a bufband td
the widow, as a father to the orphan ; arid which, if given in
faith, and out of love to Jesus CHRIsT, would greatly i ins
creale our reward in a future ftate. ¢ Make to yourfelves
friends (fays our Saviour) of the mammon of unnghteoufncfs,
that when you fail, they may receive you into everlaﬁmg ha-
bitations.” What ftill adds weight to thefe arguments, is thisy
if we wafte our money, and do not improve our fortunes fo{
the glory of Gop, and the good of our fellow-creatures, we

are
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are not ohly guilty of wafting a talent which Gob Mas given
us, and making that ufelefs which might be fo powerful a
means of doing good, hut we tutn this ufeful talent into a -
powerful means of corrupting ourfelves. For fo fur as it is
fpent wrong, fo far it is fpent in the fupport of fome wrong
temper, in gratifying fome vain and unreafonable defires, in con-
forming to thofe fathions, and that pride of the world, which
as reafonable men and chriftians we are obliged ta renounce.
1IF thereforey you do not fpend your money. in doing good to
.others, you muft fpend it to the hurt of yourfelf. And you
will a& like 2 man that refufes to give that ds a cordial to
a fick friend, though he could not drink it himfelf, without
not only inflaming, but corrupting his whole mafs of bleod..
It may be worth our while to purfue this thought a little
further, For as we are now difcourfing about people jn the
polite world, and of good fortunes, who we may fuppole do
not live io grofs fins, but only in the indifcreet and dangerous
ufe of thiogs innocent and lawful in themfelves, fo it is mate
difficult to make fuch people at all fenfible of the danger of
fuch a life, ’ v
A geatlethan that l‘i;ends great part of his eftate in (ports,
and a woman' that lags out all her fortyne upon hetfelf; can
hardly be perfuaded, that the fpirit of religion cannot (ubfift
in fuch a way of life. . Much lefs will they be eafily con-
vinced, that fuch a tyrn of mind, however they may live free
from debaucheries, and be friends of religion, fo far ay to
praife, fpeak well of, and admire it in their imaginations, will
give a bad turn to sheir whole way of life.  But it is certainly
fa. :
" A woman, for inftance, that laves drefs, who thinks no ex-
pence too great to beflow upon the adorning of her perfon,
cannot ftop there. For that fingle temper draws a thoufand
other follies alang with it; and will render the whale courfe
of her Jife, her bufinefs, ber converfation, her hopes, her fears,
her tafte, bher pl&afum, and diverfionsy all fuitable to it. On
the contrary, a lady who is habitually dead to the thimgs of the
world; and has devoted her time and fortune to Gob ; fuch a
one will let ber whole life be a continued feries of good adti-
ons, as may benefit her own and others fouls, and confequently
adorn the gofpel of her Lonp and Saviour Jesus CHrisT.
Yot. 1V, Bb Flaviay
" 40
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Flavm, and Miranda, are two maldcn ﬁ{lm, that have eacil
of them two hundred pounds a'year. They’buried their fatber

-twenty years ago, and have fince that time fpent their eftate as
they pleafed.

Flavia has been the wonder of all her friends, for her excel-
-lent management, in making fo furprizing a figure with fo
‘moderate a fortune. Several ladies that have twice her for-
tune, are not able to be always fo genteel, and fo conftant at
all places of what the calls innocent pleafure and expence. She
‘has every thing in the fafhion, and is in every place where there

‘is any diverfion. Flavia is very orthodox ; fhe talks warmly
againft beretics and fehifmatics, is genetally at church, and oftefr
at the facrament. She once commended ‘a fermon that was
“againft the pride and vanity of drefs, and thought it was very
"juft againft Lucinda, whom fhe takes to be a great deal finer
than fhe need to be. Should any one afk Flavia to do fome-
thing in charity ; if the likes the perfon who makes the propo-
fal, or happens to bein a right temper, the will tofs him halfa
~crown or & crown, and tell him, that if he knew what a Jng
millener’s bill fhe had juft received, he would think it a great
deal for her to give. A quarter of a year after this, fhe hears
a fermon upon the neceﬂity of charity ; fhe thinks the man
preaches well, that it is a very proper fubje&, and that people
want much to be put in mind of it; but fhe applies nothing
to hetfelf, becaufe the remembers that fhe gave a crown fome
‘time ago, when fhe could fo ill (pare it.

As for poor people, fhe will admit of no complaints from
them ; fthe is very pofitive they are all cheats and liars, and
will fay any thing to get relief, and therefore it muft be a fin
‘to éncourage them in their evil ways,

You would think that Flavia had the tendereft confcience
in the world, if you was to fee how fcruPulous and appre-
henfive fhe is of the gullt and danger of giving amifs. -

She buys all books of wit and humour, and has made am
expenfive colle&ion of all our Englifp Poets ; for the fays, one

“cannot have a true tafte of any of them, without being very
‘codverfant with all. )

She will fometiines read a book of piety, if it is a fhort one,
“and if ‘it ismuch commended for flile and language, and ﬂxe
can tell where to borrow it.

¢ = Flavia
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" Flavia is very idle, and yet very fond of “fine work : tﬁjs
shakes her very often fit working in bed until noon, and will
be told many a long flory before fhe is up; fo that [ need
fot tell you, that het motning devotions are not always
rightly performed.

#lavia would be a mitacle of piety, if the was but half fo
careful of her foul, as fhe is of Her body. The rifing of a
pimple in her face, or the ftifig of a gnat, will make her keep -
her room two or thrée days ; and fhe thinks they are very rath
people, that do not take care of things in time. This makes
Mer fo over careful of her health, that fhie never thinks The,is
well etough; and fo over indulgent, that fhe never can be
really well. So that it cofts her a great deal in flseping
draughts, and waking draughts, in fpirits for the head, in
drops for the nerves, in cordials for the ftomach, and in
faffron for her tea. :

If you vifit Flavia on the Lorp’s day, you will always
meet good company ; you will know what is domg in the *
world, and who is theant by every name that is In it. You
will heat what pliys were a&ed that week, and which is the
fineft fong in the opera ; who was intolerable at the laft afs
fembly, and what gamés are moft in fathion. Flavia thinks
they are Atbeifis who play at cards on the Sunday ; but the will
tell you the nicety of all the games, what cards fhe held, how’
fhe played them, and the hiftory of all that happened at play,
as foon as the comes from church. If you would know who
is rude and ill-natured, who is valn and" foppith, who lives
too-high; ahd wiio.is in'debt ; if. you. would koow what is
the quarrel at a certain houl'e, or who and who are in Jove
# you would know how late Belinda comes home at nighe,
what cloaths fhe has bought, bow fhe loves compliments, and

. what a long ftary fhe told at fuch a place; if yoa would
Know how crofs Lucius is to his wife, and what ill-narured
things he fays to her, when no body hears him ; if you would
Jinow how they hate one another in their hearts, though they
appear fo kind in public; you muft vifit Flavia on the Sunday.
But fill, fhe has (o great a regard for the holinefs of the
Sandiy, that the has turned 2 poot old widow out of ber houfe,
# a prophane wretch, for having been found ence mending

her ¢loaths on the Sunday night. .
. . Bba . Tbus
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Thus lives Flovia; and if fhe livos ten years langer, fhe
will have fpent about fifteen hundred and fixty Swndays after
this manner ; and fhe will have worn abqut two hundred dif-
ferent fuits of cloaths. Qut of thefe thirty years of her life,

Jifteen of them will have been difpofed of in bed ; and of the
remaining fifteen, about fourteen of them will have been con-
fumed in eating, drinking, dreffing, vifiting, converfation,
reading and heasing plays -and romances, and attending at
opera’s, aflemblies, balls and diverfions. For you may reckon
all the time fhe is up, to be thus fpent, except about an
hour and a half, that is difpofed of at church, moft Sundqys
. inthe year. With great management, and upder mighty
rules of ceconomy, fthe will have fpent fir thoufand poumds
upon herfelf, except fome few fhillings, crowns or half crowas,
that have gone from her in accidental charities.

I fhall not take upon me to fay, that it is impaffible for
Flavia ever to be faved ; but thus mych muft be faid, that
‘fhe has no grounds from fcripture to think fhe is at prefent
in the way of falvation. For her whole life is in dire@ oppo-
fition to all thofe tempers and praices, which the gofpel
has made neceflary to falvation. ' '

If you was to hear ber fay, that fhe had lived all her life
Nke Anna the prophetefs, ¢ who departed not from the tem
& but ferved Gop with faftings and prayers night and day,” you
would look upon her as very extravagant s and yet this would
be no greater an extravagance, than for her te fay, that fhe

“ had been ¢ ftriving to enter in at the ftrait gate,” or makisg
any one do&rine or precept of the gofpely, a rule of her
life. .

She may as well (ay, that fhe lived with our Saviour whea
he was upon earth, as that fhe has lived in imitation of him,
or-made it any part of her care to live in fuch tempers, as he
required of all. thofe that would be his difciples. She may as
truly fay, that fhe has every day wwbed the ‘Saints fut, 23
that fhe has lived in chriftian humility and peverty of fpirit ;
and as reafonably think, that fhe has taught a dharity fhel,
as that fhe has lived in works of charity. She bath as much
reafon to think, that fhe has been & centind in an army, as

. that fhe has lived in watching and felf-denial. " And it may
as fairly be faid, that fhe had lived by the labour of heg bands,
- 6 : as
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as that fhe had given all diligence to make her calling and
cloflion fure.

Now though the irregular trifling fpirit of this charaltes,
belongs I hope but to few people, yet many may here learn
{ome infiruion from it, and perhiaps foc-fomeshing of their
own fpirkt in it. . )

Bet not fo Miranda (the fifter of Flavia); fhe is a fober
reafonable chriftian. As foon as the was miftrefs of her time
and fortune, it was her firft thought, how fhe might belt
fulfil every thing that Gop required of her in the ufe of
theni; and how fhe might make tha beft and bhappieft ufe of
this fhort life. She depends upbn the truth of what eur
blefled Lonp hath faid, <¢.that thete is but one thing needful,”
and therefore makes her whole life but éne continual labour |
after it,  She has but one reafon for doing or not doing, for
liking or net liking any thing, and that ia the will of Gob.
She is not fo weak, as to pretend to add, what ie frequently
falfely called the fine lody, to the true chriffian; Miranda
thioks too well, to be taken with the found of fuch filly
words; {he has renounced the world, to follow Curist in
the eaercife of humility, charity, devotion, abftinence, and
heavenly affetions s and that is Miranda’s fine breeding,

Whilt the wae under her mother, fhe was forced to live
in ceremony, to fit up late at night, to be jn the folly of
every fathion, and always vifiting on Sundays ; to go patched,
and loaded with a2 berden of finery, to the holy facrament ;
to be in every polite converfation ; to heat prophanenefs at the
play-houke, and wanton foags ahd fove intrigues at the opera ;
to daacs at public places, that fops and rakes might admire
the finenefs of ber fhape, and the beauty of her motions. The
reaiembrance of this way of life is very grievous to her, and
makes her exceeding careful to give evidences of her unfeigned
repentance, by a contrary behaviour. '

Miranda does not divide her duty between Gop, her
neighbour, and herfelf ; bat fhe confiders all as due to Gop,
and fo does every thing in his name and for his fake. This
makes her confider her fortune as the gift of Gop, that is
to be ufed as is every thing that belongs to Gop, for the
wife and reafonable ends of a chriftian and holy life: her
fortyne thercfore is divided between heticlf and the poor,

Bb 3 and
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‘and theshas only her reafonable part. of relief from!it. For
fhe thinks it the fame folly to indulge herfelf in neefle(s; vain
.ekpences, as to give to other people to fpend in- the fame
way.

“This is the fpirit of Mxrandn, and-thus fhe ufes the g«fu
of Gop. If you was to fee her, you would wender who it
was that was fo furprizing and unaffefledly neat and clean ;
for every thing about her refembles the pusity of ber foul,

and fhe is always clean without, becaufe fhe almyc fludies

to be pure within.

Every morning fees her early at her prayers ; ﬂnc rcjoiccs
in~the beginning of every day, becaufe it begins all her pious
rules of holy living, and brings the frefh pleafure of repeating

them. She feems to be as a guardian angel to thofe that dwell

about her, with her watchings and prayers blefling the place
where fhe dwells, and making intorceffion with Goblouhok
t‘hat are afleep.

Her devotions have had fome intervals, and lbo lm bhad
rearon to think that Gop hath anfwered feveral of ber privaté
prayers, before the light hathentered into her fifter’s. room.
Miranda does not know what it is ‘to have-a dull -half-day;
the returns of her hours of prayer, and her religious exercifes,
some too often to fet any- confiderable part of time lic heavy
upon her hands.

. When you fee her at work, you fee the fame wildom that
governs all her other 4&ions ; fhe is either -doing fomething
that is neceflary for herfelf, or neceflary for others, who want
to be aflifted. Her wife and pieas mind: neither wants the
amufement, nor can bear with the folly of. idle.and .im-
pertinent work ;' the can admit of no fuch folly as shis in
the day,becaufe fhe is to call herfelf to an account for ajl her
actions in her fecret retirement at night.

At her table fhe lives ftri&ly by this rule of holy l'cupmre,
¢ whether ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye. do, do.all to
¢¢ the glory of Gop.” This makes her begin ansd gad every

meal, as fhe begins and ends every day, with ads of deve-.

tion : fhe does not indeed weigh her meat in a pais of fcales,.
but the weighs it in a much ‘better balance ; fo smuch. as
gives a proper ftrength to her body, and renders it able and
willing to obey the foul, is Miranda’s meal.,

- - . . The
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The holy fcriptures, efpecially of the New Teftament, are
her daily ftudy. When fhe has this in her hand, fhe fuppofea
‘herfiif st the feet of our Saviour and his apoftles, and receives
their facred words with as much attention and reverence, as
if the faw their perfons, and knew that they were juft come
‘from heaven, on purpofe to teach her the way that leads to
it. Not does fhe content herfelf barely with reading the
fcriptures 3 but in reading, conftantly calts her eye upon her-
felf, and tries herfelf by every doétrine that is'there, becaule
fhe thinks this is the only pofﬁble way to be ready for her
“trial at the laft day.

Books alfo of devotion, and efpecially fuch as enter into
‘the heart of religion, and defcribe the inward holinefs of the
chrifan life, have fuch a large place in her clofet, that fthe
is fometimes afraid that fhe lays eut too much moncy in them, |
becaufe fhie cannot forbear buymg all the pratical books of *
‘any riote. ' But of all human writings, the lives of pious per-
ﬁm, and eminent faints, are her greateft delight. In thefe
the fearches as for hidden treafure, hoping to find fome fecret
of holy living, fome uncommon degree of piety, which fhe
may make her own. By this means, Miranda has her head
and heart ftored with all the principles of wifdom and holinefs,
and if yeu are in her company, when fhe thinks proper to talk,
you muft be made wifer and better, wbether you will or
aot,

To relate her charity, would be to relate the hiftory of
every day for twenty years paft. She has fet up near twenty
‘poor tradefmen who had failed in their bufinefs, and faved as
many from failing. She has educated feveral poor children,
that were picked up in the ftreets, and put them in a way of
- honeft employment.- As foon as any labourer is confined at
‘home with ficknefs, fhe fends to him, till he recovers, twice
‘the value of his wages,- that he may-have one part to give to
his family as ufual, and-the other to provxdc things conveni-
‘ent fer his ﬁcknefs .

Ifa family feems too large to be fupported by the labour
of thofe in it that can work, fhe pays their rent, and gives
‘them fomething yearly towards their cloathing. By this
means there are many pOor families which live in a comfort-

$o . Bb 4 AN ablé
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able mnner, and are from year to year blefing fier in ;bclr

- prayers. .
. If there is any poor man or womah, that is more tlun or-

dinarily wicked and reprobate, Miranda has her eyo upon
them, and if the can difcover that they are in any greas fireights
or afflition, fhe gives them fpeedy relief. She bas this care

" for this fort of people, not ogly becaufe fhe once faved &

very profligate perfon from bging carried to prifon, who im-
mediately became 3 true pepitent, but begaufe fhe believes
that a tendernefs of affeQion towards the moft abandaned fin-
mers, is every where reprefented in the gafpel as the higheft
inflance of a divine and godlike foul.

. Miranda once pafled by a houfe, whers the man lnd his
wife were curfing and fwearing at ope apother in a meft
dreadful manner, and theee children crying about them ; this
fight fo much affected her compaflionate mind, that {he weat
the next day, and even bought the three children, thas they
might not be ruined by living with fuch wicked parcnw.
They now live with Miranda, are blefled with her care amd
prayers, and all .the good works that fhe can do for them.
They bear ber talk, they fee her live, and join with her is

pfalms and prayers, The eldeft of thea has 3lready been sa

joftrument of coaverting his parents from their wicked life,
and fhews a turp of mingd fo remgrkably pious, that Mirends
intends him for holy orders; that being thus faved himfelf,
be may be zealous in the falvation of . fouls, aad do to other
miferable objefts, as fhe has done to him.

Miranda is a conftant relief to poor people in their wmisfor-
tunes and accidepts; for these are fometimes little misfortunes
that happen to them, which of themlelyes they could never
be able to overcome : the death of a cow, or 3 horle, or fome
little robbery, would kesp them in diftrefs all their lives. She
does not fuffer them to lie gncvmg upder (uch accidents as
thele. She immediately gives them the full yalye of their
lofs, and makes ufe of it as a means of ;uﬁng their minds
gowands Gop, -

She. has a great mndemeﬁ for old pasple that sre growa
pa} their labous. The parith allowance (Miranda fays) to
fuch pcoplc, is very feldom a comfortable maintenagee. | For
this reafon, they are the conflant objedts of her carc; fhe

adds
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2dds fo ‘much to their allowance, as fomewhat ¢xceeds the
wages they got when they were young. This fhe dods to com.
fort them under the infirmities of their age, that being free
from trouble and diftrefs they may ferve Gob in peace and
tranquillity of mind. She has generally a large number of this
kind, who by her charities, and exhortations to holinefs,
fpend their laft days in great piety and devetion.

Miranda hever wants compaffion even to cmmn diggars
efpecially thofe that are old or fick, or full of fores, and that
want eyes ot limbs. Mirasda confiders that Laxdrus wis o
common beggar, that notwithftanding he.was the cace of an-
gels, and carried into Abrabam’s bofom. She confiders that
our blefled Saviour and his apoftles, were kind o bepgarsg
- that they fpoke comfortably to them, healed thelr difeafos,
" and reftored eyes and limbs to the lame and blind.  She theres

fore heirs their complaints with tendernefs, and newee bids
them go to the place from whence they came, or tells them
that the cannot relieve them becaufe théy may be cheats, ot
that they are ftrangers’; but fhe relieves them for that very '
reafon becaufe they arc ftrangers; and though fhe cannot,
like our Saviour and his Apoftles, work miracles for their re-
Jief, yet fhe remembers the words of our Lorp, “ 1. was a
firanger and ye took me in,” and can fay with St. Paer,
¢ fuch as I have, give I unto you, .in the natme of Jssus of
$¢ Nagareth.” .o

It may be, fays Miranda, that I may fomuana givc to
thofe who do not deferve it. But where, fays fhe, has the -
fcripture made merit to be the rule or meafure of my charity 2
On the contrary, does not the fcripture fpeak on this wife,

¢ if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirft, give him
¢¢ drink.” Andiflam to love and do good to my wosft
enemies, furely I am not to deny alms to poer beggars, whom
1 ncither know to be bad people, nor any wag my enemies ?
Does not Gop make his fun to rife on the evil and on the
good ? Is not this the very goodnefs that is recemmended to
us in fcripture ? that by imitating it, ° we may be children
¢ of our father who is in heaven, who feodeth rain on thg
¢ juft and the unjuft.”,

Perhaps you will reply, ¢ By this means I eacourage people
&5 tQ be beggars,” But may not the fame objeition be made

againft
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sgaindt all kinds of charities, for they may encourage' peopls
to depend upon them ! May not the fame be faid againft for-
giving our enemics, cloathing the naked, or giving medicines
to the fick ? for in fo doing we may encourage people to do
ug hurt or neglec themfelves, and be carelefs of their health,
Such thoughtlefs objections, fays Miranda, 1 once urged my-
felf, when in a fate of unregeneracy : but fince the love of
Gob has dwelt in me, and enlarged my heart, I have been
filled with bowels of compaffion ; and as I daily pray for alty
forfar as I can, I givetoall. And I cannot refufe an alms
to thofe, whom I pray Gon to blefs, and whom I with to
be partakers of eternal glory. I look on thofe who come to
alk my alms, as fo many friends and benefaétors, that come
to do me a greater good than they can receive from mej that
come to «xalt my graces, and be witnefles of my charity ; to
be mopuments of my love, and put it in my power of proving
ghe truth of that glnnous declaration ¢¢ It is more blcfled to
give than to receive.” ’

This is the fpirit, and this is the life of the devout Mi-
randa; and if fhe lives ten years longer, fhe will have fpent
Gx-thaufand pounds in charity; for that which fhe allows
* herfelf,. may fairly be reckoned amongft her alms.
. When fhe dies, the muft fhine amongl Apoftles, faints
and martyrs, the muft ftand amongft the firft fervants of
Gop, and be glorious amongft thofe that have fought the

fight, and finithed their courfe with joy.

- ¢¢ He that hath ears to hear let him hear.”

CHAP IL .

An enquiry into the firfl and chicf reafon, why the gt;z'era.’iiy of
chriftians fall fo far fbort of the holinefs and devotion of ¢iri~
’ _ﬂiaﬂitya

INCE chriftian devohon is nothing lefs than a life wholly
devoted unto Gob, and perfons who ‘are free from the
neceffities of labour and employments, are to confider them-
felves as devoted to Gob in a higher degree; it may noW
reafonably be enqmred, how it comes to pafs, that the lives
even of the moral and-bitter fort of peoplc, are . m gcnetﬂ
2 fo
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"fo direly contrary to the principles of chriftianity ? I an.
fwer, becaufe the generality of thofe that call themfelves

chriftians, are deftitute of a true living faith in Jesus
CurisT ; for want of which they never effeGually intsnded
to pleafe Gop in all the actions of life, as the happieft and
.beft thing in the world.

To be partaker of fuch a faith, is every where reprefented
-ia fcripture, as' a fundamental and neceeflary part of true
.piety. For without a living faith in' the rightcoufnefs of
Jesus CHRisT, our perfons cannot be juftified, and confe-
quently none of our performances acceptable in the fight of
Gob. It is this faith that enables us to overcome the wotld,
and to devote ourlelves without referve to promote the glory
of Himg who has loved and given himfelf for us. And there-
fore it is purely for want of fuch a faith, that you fee fuch
a mixture of fin and folly in the lives even of the better fort
‘of people ¢ It is for want of this faith, that you fee clergymen
given to pride, and covetoufnefs, and worldly enjoyments :
Tt is for want of fuch a faith that you fee womer who profefs
devotion, yet living in all the folly and vanity of drefs, waft-
ing their time in idlenefs and pleafures, and in all fuch in-
ftances of ftate and equipage as their eftate will reach. Let
but 2 woman feel her heart full of this faith, and fhe will
no more defire to thine at balls and aflemblies, or to make
a figure among thofe that are moft finely dreffed, than the
will defire to dance upon a rope to pleafe fpeQators. For
fhe will then know that the one is as far from the true
nature, wifdom, and excellency of the chriftian fpirit, as is
the other,

Let a clergyman be but thus pious, and he will converfe as
if he had been brought up by an Apoftle; he will no more
think and talk of noMe preferment, than of nobie eating, or a
glorious charist. He will no more complain of the frowns of
the world, or a {mall cure, or the want of a patron, than
he will complain of the want of a laced coat, or of a run-
- ning borfe. Let him but have fuch a faich in love for Gop,
as will conftrain him to make it his bufinefs to ftudy to pleafe
Gop in all his actions, as the happieft and beft thing in the
world, and then he will know, that there is nothing noble

jn-a clergymap, bug lmming zeal for the falvation of fouls;
nor
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_or any thing poor in his profeflion but idlenefs and 2 worldly
fpirit.

Further, leta tradefmm but have fuch a faith, and it will
‘make him a faint in his fhop 5 his every day bufinefs will be
a courfe of wife and reafonable a&ions, made holy to Gob,
by flowing from faith, proceeding from love, and by being
done in obedience to his will und pleafure.. He will there-
fore not chiefly confider, .what arts or methods or application
will foonelt make him greater and richer than his brethren,
that he may remove from a fhop, to a life of ftate and pleafurd ;
but he will chiely ceonfider, what arts, what methods, and
what application can make worldly bufinefs moft conducive
to Gob’s glery, and his neighbour’s good ; and confequently
make a life of trade, to be a life of holinte(s, devetion, and
ondiffembled piety.

It was this faith that made the primitive chriflians fuch
eminent inftances of religion; and that made the goodly
fellowthip of the faints in all ages, and all the glorious
army of confeflors and martyrs. And if we will flop and afk
ourfelves, why we are not as pious as the primitive cbriftians,
and faints of old were? vur owa hearts muft tell us, that it
is becaufe wo never yet perhaps earneftly fought after, and
confoquently were never really made partakers of, that pre.
sious faith, wheteby they were confirained to intend to pleafe
Gon in all their altions, as the beft and happiet thing in
the world.

Here then let us judge ourlelves fmccrely ; let us not vainly
content ourfelves with the common diforders of our lives,
the vanity of our expences, the folly of our diverfions, the
pride of our habits, the idlene(s of our lives, and the waft-
jng of our time 3 fancying that thefe are only fuch imperfec:

- tions as we neceflarily fall into, threugh the unavoidable
weaknefs and frailty of our nature ; but let'us be affured that
thefe habitual diforders of our commen life, are fo many de-
monftrable proofs, that we never yet truly accspted of the
Lorp J=sus and his righteoulnefs by a living faith, and
never really intended, as a proof and evidence of fuch a faith,
to pleafe Gop in all the aétions of our life, as the beft thing

in the world. _ /
. . Though
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‘Though this be a matter that we can esfily pafs over at
prefent, whilft the health of our bodies, the paffions of our
minds, the noife, and hurry, and pleafures, and bufipefs of
the world, lead us on with ¢ eyes that fee not, and ears that
 hear not ;" yet at death, it will fet itfelf before us in 3
dreadful magnitude;; it will haunt ys like a difma) ghoﬁ and -
our confciences will never let us take our eyes from it, uplefs

they are feared a8 with a red bot iron, and Gop fhall have *

given us over to a reprobate mind.

Penitens was a bufy notable tradefman, and very profper-
ous in his dealings ; but died in the thirty-fifth year of his
age.

A little before his death, when the doQors had given him
over, fome of his ne:ghbours came an¢ evening to fee him ;
at which time he fpake thus to them.

¢ I fee, (fays he) my friends, the tender cancern you
have for me, by the grief that appears in your countenances,
and ] know the thoughts that yeu now have of me. You
think how melancholy a cafe it is, to fee fo young a man,
and in fuch flourithing buﬁnefs, delivered up to death. And
perhaps, had I vifited any of you in my condition, I thould
have had the fame thoughts of you. But now, my friends,
my tboughts are no more like your thoughts, than my con-
dition is like yours. Itis no trouble to me now to think
that I am to die young, ot before I have raifed an eftate.~
Thefe things are funk into fuch mere nohings, that I have no
name little enough to call them by, For if in a few dayr,

or hours, I am to leave this carcafe to be buried in the earth,

and to find myfelf either for ever happy in'the favour of Gon,
or eternally feparated from all Ilght and peace; can any
words fufficiently exprefs the littlenels of every thing elfe ?

* Is there any dream, like the dream of life, which amufes
us with the neglect and ,difregard of thefe things ? ? Is there
any folly like the folly of our manly ftate, which is too “wife
and bufy to be at leifuge for thefe refletions ?

When we copfider death as a mifery, we generally think
of it as a miferable feparation from the enjoyments of this
life. 'We feldom mourn over an ald man that dies rich, but
we lament the young, that are taken away in the progrcfs

of their fortunes.” You yourfelves look upon me with pity,
not
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not that you think I am going unprepared to meet tbe Judge
of quick and dead, but that I am to leave a profperous trade
in the flower of my life.

This is the wifdom of our manly thoughts. And yet what
folly of the fillieft children, is fo great as this? For what is
there miferable or dreadful in death, but the confequences of’,
it? When a man is dead, what does any thing fignify to him,
but the ftate he is then m?

Our poor friend Lepidus, you know died as he was drefling’
himfelf for 2 feaft; do you think it is now part of his trouble,
that he did not live till that entertainment” was over ? Feafts,
and bufinefs, and pleafuresand enjoyments, feem great things
to us, whilft we think of nothing elfe ; but as foon as we add,
death to them, they all fink into Intlcnefs not to be exprefled ;
and the foul that is feparated from the bedy, no more laments'
the lofs of bufinefs, than the lofing of a feaft.

If T am now going to the joys of Gop, could there be any
reafon to grieve, that this happened to me before I was forty
years of age. Can it be a fad thing to go to heaven, before I
bave made a few more bargains, or ftood a little longer behind
a counter ?

" And if [ am to go amongft loft fpirits, could there be any.
reafon to be content, that this did not happen to me till I was
old and full of riches.

If good angels were ready to receive my foul, could it be
any grief to me that I was dying on a poor bed in a garret ?

And if Gob bas delivered me up to evil fpirits, to be dragged
by them to places of torment, could it be any comfort to me,
that they found me upon a bed of ftate? When you are as’
near death as I am, you will know, that all the different ftates
of life, whether of youth or age, riches or poverty, grcamefs of
meannefs, fignify no more to you, than whether you die in a
poor or ftately apartment.

The greatnefs of the things which follow death, miakes all
that goes before it fink into nothing.

Now, that judgment is the next thing which I Jook for, and
everiafling happinefs ot mifery is come fo near to me, all the en«
joyments and profperities of life feem as vain and infignificant,
and to have no more to do with my happmefs, than the cloaths -

that I wore when I was a Jittle child.:
YWhat
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What a ftrange thing! that a litle health, or the poor
‘bufinefs of a fhop, thould keep us fo fenfelefs of thefe great
‘things that are coming fo faft upon us! '
. Juft as you came into my chamber, I was thinking with
‘myfelf, what numbers of fouls there are'in the world, in my
‘condition at this very time, furprized with a fummeons to the
‘other world; fome taken from their thops and farms, others
“from their fports and pleafures ; thefe at fuits at law, thofe at
‘gaming-tables; fome on the road, others at their own fire-fides;
and all feized at an hour when they thought nothing of it;
frighted at the approach of death; confounded at the vanity
of all their labours, defigns, and proje&s; aftonifhed at the
‘folly of their paft lives, and not knowing which way to turn
their thoughts, ta find any comfort. Their confciences flying
in their faces, bringing all their fins to remembrance, torment-
ing them with the deepeft convictions of their own folly, pre-
fenting them with the fight of the angry Judge, and the worm
that never dies, the fire that is never qucnched‘, the gates of
hell, the powers of darknefs, and the bitter pains of eternal
death.

O my friends ! blefs Gob that you are not of this number;
and take this along with you, that there is nothing but a real
faith in the Lorp JEsus, and a life of true piety, or a death
.of great ftupidity, that can keep oft thefe apprehenfions.

Had I now a thoufand worlds, I would give them all for
one moment’s fcriptural affurance that I had really received the
Lorp Jesus by a living faith into my heart, and for one year's
more continuance in life, that I might evidence the fincerity
of that faith, by prefenting unto Gob, one year of fuch devo-
tion and good works, as I am perfuaded I have hitherto never
done,

Perhaps, when you confider that T have lived free from
‘fcandal and debauchery, and in the communian of the church,
‘You wonder to fee me fo full of remorfe and felf-condemnation
‘at the approach of death.

But alas| what a poor thing is it, te have lived only free
from murder, theft, and adultery, which is all that I can fay
of myfelf. Was not the flothful fervant, that is condemned in
the gofpel, thus negatively good? And did not the Saviour of
mankind tell the youngman who led @' more blamelefs and

*moral life than I have done, that yet one thing he lacked.
But

’
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But the thing that now furprizes me above all wopders, iz
this, that till of late I never was convinced of tbat reigning
foul-deftroying fin of ynbelief; and that I was out of a flate
of falvation, notwithftanding my negative goodnefs, my feem-
ingly flrict morality, and attendance on public worthip and
the holy facrament, It never entered into my head or heéart,
that the righteoufnefs of Jzsus CarisT alone, could recom-
mend me to the favour of a fin avenging Gop, and that I mugt
be born again of Gop, and have CHr1sT formed in my heart,
befare I could have any well-grounded aflurance that [ was 2
chriftian indeed, or have any folid foundation whereon I might
build the fuperftru@ure of a truly holy and pious life. (

Alas! I thought I had faith in CuRisT, becaufe I was bom ‘
in a chriftian country, and faid in my creed, that < I believed
on Jesus CurisT his only Son our Lorp.” [ thought I was
certainly regenerate and born again, and was a real chriftian,
becaufe I was baptized when I was young, and received the
holy facrament in my adult age. But alas! little did I con-
fider that faith is fomething more than the world generally
thinks of ; a work of the heart, and not merely of the head,
and that I muft know and feel that there is no other name
given under hcaven whereby I can be faved, but that of Jrsus
CugisT.,

Itis true indeed, you have frequently feen me at church apdl |
the facrament; but alas, you little think what remarfe of
confcience 1 now feel for fo frequently faying, * the remem-
brance of our fins is grievous unto us, and the burden of them
is intolerable,” when I never :xpcnenced the meaning of them
in all my life. You have alfo feen me join with the minifter
when he faid, ¢ we do not approach thy table trufting on our
own righteoufnefs ;” but all this while I was utterly ignorant
of Gon’s ngh:eoufne&, which is by faith in CHRr1sT JESUS,
and was gaing about to eftablith a righteoufnefs of my own.
It is true indecd, I have kept the fafts and feafts of the church,
and have called CHr1sT, Lord, Lord ; but little did I think,
that po ene could call CHRisT truly Lord, but by the Holy
Ghoft. I have attended upon ordinations, and heard the
Bifhop afk the candidates, ** whether they were called by the
Holy Ghoft ;” 1 havé ferioufly attended to the mipifter, when
he exhorted us to pray for true repentance and Gop’s holy

Spirit;

S ..
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Spirit; but alasy I never enquired whether T thy(¢lf hiad re:
ceived' the Holy Ghoft to fanétify and purify my heart, and .
worked a true evangelical repentance in my foul. I have prayed
in the litany that I might bring forth the fruits of the Spirity
but alas, my whole life has been nothing but a dead life, a
rbpnd of duties, and model of performances, without any livirig
faith for their foundation. I have profefled myfelf a member .
of the church of England; 1 have cried out, ¢ The temple of

.the LorD, the temple of the LorD,” and in my zeal have

exclaimed againft Diflenters ; but little did I think, that I was
ignorant all this while of moft of her eflential articles, and that
thy pra&ice, a5 well as the want of a real expetiente of 2 work:
of regeneration and true converfion,” when I was ufing her
¢ffices, and reading her homilies, gave my confcience the
lie.

. O my friends ! a form of godlinefs without the powet, afid
-dead morality not founded on a living faith in the Lorp JEsus.
GHRIST, is fuch a dreadful delufion, fo contrary to the lively’
oracles of Gobp, that did not I know (though alas how late ')
that the righteoufnefs of JEsus CHRIST was revealed in them,
and that there was mercy to be found with Gop, if we venture'
by a real faith ‘on that righteoufnefs, though at the eleventh
hour, I muft now fink into total defpair. !

Penitens was here going on, but had his mouth ftopped by a
convulfion, which never fuffered him to fpeak any more. e
lay convulfed about twelve hours, and then gave up the’
ghott.

Now if every reader would imagine this Penitens to Have’
been fome particular acquaintance or relation of his, and
fancy that he faw and heard all which is here deftribed ; that
he ftood by his bed-fide when his poot friend lay in fuch
diftrefs and agony, lamenting the want of a living faith in
Jrsus CHR1sT, as the caufe of a dead, lifelefs, indevout life:
if befides this, he fhould ‘confider, how often he himfelf might
have been furprized in the fame formal dead ftate, and made

. an example to the reft of the world; this double refledtion,

both upon the diftrefls of his friend, and the goodnefs of thac
Gop, which ought to have led him to repentance, would in
all Jikelihood fet him upon fceking and earneftly praying for
fuch a faith, of which Penitens felt himfclf void, and conftrain

Var. 1V, Cc him
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him to let the LorD bave no reft, till he heuld be pleafed to
apply the righteoufnefs of his dear Son to his fin-fick foul, and
easble him Aenceforward te ftudy, out of love, to glorify him
in all the altions of his future life, as the beft and happieft
thing in the world,

This therefore being fo ufeful a meditation, 1 fhall here
leave the reader, I hope, ferioufly engaged in it

CHAP 1V

»

Sheswing, dow the fear of being fingular, and making the world
their rule of ation, is a fecond great caufe, why fo few devots.
themftlves to Gob.

NOTHER caufe why fo few devott themfelves to

Gopb, is a fear of contemps from the world, and their

making its modes and cuftoms the general rule of all their ac.:
tions.

The hiftory of the gofpel is chiefly the hiftory of Cﬂxts'r s
conqueft over the world. And the aumber of true chriftians,
is only the number of thofe who following the Spirit of
CHR1isT, have lived, and do live, contsaty to this fpirit of the
world.

s« Whofoever is born of Gob, (fays the apoftle) overcometh.
the world.  Set your affeions on things above, and not on.
things on the earth ; for ye are dcad, and your life is hid with
Craist in Gon.” -

This is the Janguage of the wholc New Teftament; this
is the mark of real chriftianity. We are to be dead to the
fpirit and temper of the world, and live a new life in the Spirit
of Jesus CHRIsT.

It was this, that made Saint Paul {o paflionately exprefs’
himfclf, ¢ Gob forbid, that I fhould glory, fave in the crefs
of our LorD JEsus CHaisT.” But why does be glory ! be-
caufe his chriftian profeflion had called him to the honour of
fuffering for CxrisT, and of dying to the world, under re-
proach and contempt, as the LorD Jesus had died upon the
crofs. Hence he immediately adds, * by whom the world is
crucified uoto me, and I unto the world.”

Thus
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Thus was the crofs of Curis?, in Sajnt Paul’s time, the
glory of chriftians. For he elfewhere afferts, fpeaking of
chriftians in general, that they are « ¢o faffer, to be crucified,
tp die, and o Fife with CHRIsT ;" or el@ his crucifixion, and
seath, and refurredbion, will profit them nuthing, As to his
fuffcrings, fays be, *¢ if we fuffer with bim, we thall alfo reign
with him.” As 10 his crucifizion and desth, ¢ Knowisg that
ocur old man is crucified with him. If we ase dead with
Curist, we believe that we fhall alfo live with him.” And
then as to the refurre&ion of CHRIST, fays he, < If ye be rifen
with Curisy, feek thofe things which are sbove.” From ail
which texts it plainly appears, that our blefled Lorp net onky -
died and rofe again in our #ead, and as our federal head antd
reprcfentative, but that alfo if we age chriftians indeed, we arz
to be cosformed to all be did and fuffered for us. '

It was for this reafon, that the holy JEeus id of his Difei-
ples, and of all truc belicyers, ¢ they are not of this werld, as
1 am not of tbis warld.” Becaufe, all true believers conform-
ing to the Guffesings, crucifixion, death, aad sefurrcction of
CHrisT, live no longer after the fpirit and temper of tbn
world, but ¢ their life is hid with CHRIsT in Gop.” :

Honr high this life is placed above the ways of the world, is
wondorfully defcribed by Saint Pewl, in thefe words: < Where-
fore, henceforth know we no maa after the fiefh; yea, though
we have known CHRisT after the flefh; yet henceforth know
we him no more. Therefore if any man be in CHRisT, be is
3 Dew creature; old things are pl'ed away ; behold, all thmg:

are become new.”

* He that feels the force and fpirit of thefe words, can hacdly
bear aoy kuman interpretation of them. ¢ Henceforth, &c.”
that de, fince the death and refurre@ion.of CHR1sT, the fate of
chriftianity is become fo glorious 2 fate, that we do not even
conlider CuRrist himfelf as ia the fleth upon earth, bot as a
Gop of dory in heaven ; we know and confider aurfcves not
barely as men in the flefh, but as fellow members of 2 pew
fociety, that are to bave all our hearts, our tempm aod con-
werfagion in heaven. -

Saint Fobn plainly declares thus much: They are of the
* yworld, sheréfdre fpeak they of the world, and the world beareth

them ; we ere of Gop.” Thia is his dgfeription of the fol-
Cc2 lowers
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lowers of CHR1sT ; and it is proof enough, that no people are
to be teckoned chriftians in reality, who-in their hearts and
tempers belong to this world.

Saint Paul takes it for a certainty fo well known to chrifti-
ans, that they are no longer to be confidered as living in this
world, that he shus argues from it, as from an undeniable
-principle, concerning the abolithing the rites of the Frwip
Jaw : ¢ Wherefore, if ye be dead with CHRIsT from the ru-
diments of the world, why as though living in the world, are
ye fubje& to ordinancesi” Here could be no argument in this,
‘but in the Apoftle’s taking it for undeniable, that chriftians
knew, their profeffion required them to have done with all the
tempers and paffions of this world, and to live as citizens of
the New Ferufalem, and te have their converfation in heaven.

Our blefled Lorp himfelf has fully determined this point,
in thefe words, ¢ They are not of this world, as I am not
of this world.” This is the ftate of chriftianity with regard
to this world. If you are not thus out .of and contrary to the
world, you want the diftinguifhing mark of chriftianity : You
do not belong to CuRisT, but by being out of thc world as
he was out of it.

" We may deceive ourfelves, if we pleafe, with vain and
foftening comments upon thefe words ; but they are and will

be underftood in their firft fimplicity and plainnefs, by every -

one who reads them in the fame fhirit that our blefled Lorp
fpoke them. And to underftand them in any lower and lefs
fignificant meaning, is to let carnal wifdom explain away that
doctrine, by which itfelf was to be deftroyed.

But notwithftanding the clearnefs and plainnefs of thefe
do&trines, which teach us thus to renpunce the world, yet
what a great part of chriftians do live and die flaves to the
cuftoms and temper of the world.

How many people fwell with pride and vanity for fuch
things as they would not know how to value at all ? but that
they are admired in the world.

Would a man take ten years more drudgery in bufinefs to
add two horfes more to his coach, but that he knows, the
world moft of all admires a coach and fix ?

To abound in wealth, to have fine houfes and rich cloaths,
0 be attended with fplendor and equipage,. to be beautiful in

our
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aur perfons, to have titles of digaity, to be above our fellow-

creatures, to command the bows and obeifance of other peo- :

ple, to be looked on with admiration, to purfue our epemies
with revenge, to fubdue all that oppofe us, to fet ourfelves in
as much fplendor as we can, to live highly and magnificently,
to eat and drink, and delight ourfelves in she moft coftly man- .

ner ; thefe are the great, the honourable, the defirable things, .

to which the fpirit of the world turns the eyes of all people ;
and many a ong is afraid of flanding fill, and not engaging in

the purfuit of thefe things, left the fame world thould take him .

for a fool.

Many a man woyld often drop a refemment, and forgive
an affront, but that he is afraid the world would pot forgive
him.

How many would pra&ice chriftian temperance and fobnety
in its utmoft extent, were it not for the cenfure which the.
world paffes upon fuch a life?

T hus do the impreflions which we have received {rom lwu;g
in the world enflave our minds, fo that we dase not attempt,
to be eminent in the fight of Gop, and holy angels, for feas.
of being little in the eyes of the world,

You will perhaps fay, that the world is now become chnf-
tian, at leaft that part of it where we live; and therefore the
world is not now to be confidered in that ftate of oppoﬁuou
to chnﬂumty, as when it was heathen.

It is granted, the world now ptofcﬂet_h chtiﬁiznity. Bgt
will any-one fay, that this chriftian world ds of the fpirit of
CuRrisT? are its general tempers the tempers of CHR1sT? are
the paffions of fenfuality; felf-love, pride, covetoufnefs, ambi-,
tion, and vain-glory, lefs contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel,
now they are amongft chriftians, than when they were amang:
heathens ? Or will you f.y, that the tempars 'an;l paflions of
the heathen world are loft and.gope? ., .,

The world is fully defcribed.to our hands by Saint Fohx.

"« All that is in the world, the luft of the feth,.thg luft of the
eyes, and the pride of life,” &c. Now will you (ay, that thu
world is become chri@tian? But if all this ftill fubfifts, then
the fame world is now in being, and the fame cnemy to
ghriftianity that was in Sajns. Feba's dags, ., .. . .

) Cc3 " Had
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‘#ad you lived with our Swiour, 23 his true difciple, you
had then beew hated s he wis ; and if yom fow live in his
fpirie, the world will be the fame enemy @ you now, that it
was (o him thien,

<% If ye weére of the world, (faith our bleffed Eorp) the
wérld would love its owrf; but becaufe ye are not of the
world, bet I have ¢hoferi you out of the world, therefore the
. world Mateth yoo.”

We are apt to lofe the true meatiing of thefe words, by
confiderig ehem only 5 an biflerical defeription of fometling
that was the ftate of our Saviour and his difciples at that time.
But this is réaditig the feriptute ss & dead lntter : for they as
exadly deferibe the fate of true chitiffians in this, and alf
other times, to the end of the world.

"ot as true chrifiianity is nothing elfe but the fpifit of
Currst, fo whether that fpirit appear in the perfon of
CHR1sT himfelf, or in his apoftles, or followers in any age,
itis the fame thing : whoever hath hs fpirit, will be hated,
defpifed, and cotidértined by the world, as he was. For the
vorld will always love its own, and none but its own : this
is as certain and unchangeable, as the contrariety between
Jight and darkneR,

" When the holy Jesvs faith, “ If the world hate you,” he
dues ot add by way of confolatien, that it muy fome timeor
other ceafe its hatred, or that it will not always bate them;
But he only gives this as # reafon for their bearing it, ¢ You
lrtow that it Hated e, Before it hated you :” fignifying, that
it was- Ne, or-hiy fpirit, that by resfon of its contraricty to the
world, was then; dnd always would be hated by it.

! Whether, therefore, the world outwardly profefieth, or
dpénly perfeuteth chriftianity, it #s ftill in the fame fidte of
c¢dntrariety to the trise fhirit and holirefs of the gefpel.

And indeed the world, by profefiing chriftiarity, is fo far
ftom being 4 lefs dangerous énemy tham it was before, that it
has by its fvour defiroyed tmote chriftians, than ever it did
by the moft violent perfecution,

* It is a gredtet ard more dangerous ¢nemy, becaufe’ it has
gteater power over chriftians by its favours, riches, honours,

ewards, and prote@fons, than it had by the fire aid fury of
ié'pcsfccutiom.

"It
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" It is a more dangerous enemy, by having loft its appears

- ance of enmity. And the change that the werld has under-
gone, has only altered its methods, but not leffened its power
of deftroying religion.

Chriftians had nothing to fear from the beathen world, but
the lofs of their lives ; but the world become a friend, makes
it difficult for them to fave their religion.

How many confciences are kept at quiet, upon no other
foundation, but becaufe they fin under the authority of the
chrifiian world? How many dire&ions of the. gofpel lie by
unregarded, and how unconcernedly do particular perfons
read them ? for no other reafon, but becaufe they feem unre-
garded by the chriftian world. So that there is hardly any
poflibility of faving yourfelf from the prefent world, but by
confidering it as the fame wicked enemy to all true holinefs,
as it is reprefented in the fcriptures ; and by afluring yourfelf,
that it is as dangerous to conform to its tempers and paffions,
now it is chriftian, as when it was heathen.

From this quarter, thercfore, arifes a great ebftru&ion to'a
really devout life, becaufe it cannot fubfift in any perfon, but
fo far as he is dead to the world. And though human pru-
dence feems to talk mighty wifely about the neceflity of avoid-
ing particularities, yet he that dares not be fo weak as to be
particular, will be often obliged to aveid the moft fubflantial
duties of chriftian picty.

CHAP V.

Sbewing that the education which men generally receive in their
youth, makes a devout life difficult to be praciifed ; and the [pi-
rit of a better daamn reprefented in the charaller of Paternus.

NOTHER obftru&tion to a devout life, arifes from

our ¢ducation. We are all of us, for the moft part,

corruptly educated, and then fent to take our coutfe in a cor-

rupt world : fo that it is no weader, if examples of truc picty
are fo feldom feen.

Numbers.are undone by being born and bred in families
that have no religion ; where they are made vicious and irre-
gular, becoming like thofe with whom they firft lived.

Ccys But
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But this is not the thing I now mean ; the education-that
"I here intend, is fuch as children generally receive from vic-
tuous and fober parents, and Jearned tutors and governors.

The fuft temper that we try to awaken in them is pride +
as dangerous a paffion as that of /yf. We flir them up to
vain thoughts of themfelves, and do every thing we can to
puff up their minds with a fenfe of their own abilities.

Whatever way of life we intend them for, we apply to the
fire and vanity of their minds ; and exhort them to every thing
from corrupt motives. We ftir them up to action from prin-
ciples of ftrife and ambition ; from glory, enyy, and a defire

" of diftin&ion, that thcy may overtop all’ others, and fhine
_above their neighbours in the world. Nay, we repeat and
inculcate thefe motives upon them, till thcy think it a part of

“their duty to be proud, envious, and vain- glonous of their
own accomplithments.

If children are intended for Izaly orders, we fet before them
fome eminent orator, whofe fine preaching has made him the
admiration of the age, and carried him through all the dignities

_and prefermems of the church, We encourage them to haye

" thefe bonoyrs in their eye, and to expect the reward of their
ftudies from them,

. If the youth is intended for a frade, we bid him Iook at all
. the rich men of the fame tradc, and to confider how many are
carried about in their ftately coaches, who began in the.fame
low degree as he now does. We awaken his ambmon, and
endeavour to give his mind a right turn, by often telling him
how very rich fuch apd fuch 3 tradefman died.

If he is to be a lawyer, then we fet great counfellors, lords,
-judges, and chancellors, before his eyes, "We tell him whike
.great fees, and great applaufe, attend fine pleading ; we exhort

him to take fire at thefe things, and to be content with nothing
lefs than the higheft honours of the long robe.

That this is the nature of our beft education, is too plajn to
nced any proof ; and yet after all this, we gomplaia of ‘the
“effe&ts of pride; we wonder .to fee growa men, afdcd. and
.governed by ambition, envy, fcorn, and a defireof .glory 3
not confidering, that they were all the time of their youth,
erlled upon to all their aion and mduﬁsy upoaf the fame

_punc:plcs, B

. How
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1+ How dry and poor muft the doftrines of felf-denial, and
deadnefs to the world, fourd to a youth, that has been fpurred
up o a}l his induftry, by ambition, envy, and a defire of glory
and diftinQion ! And if he is not to a&t by thefe principles
when he is a man, why do we call him to AZ& by them in his
youth ?

I know it is faid in defence of tlm method of education ;

that ambition, and a defire of glory, are neceffiry to excite
young people to induftry ; and that if we were to prefs upon
htm the doétrines of felf-denial, and refunciation .of the
world, we (hould deje& their mxnds, and fink them mto.dul.
nefs and.idlenefs, . :
, Bat fuch objears do not ooaﬁder, ‘chat this rufon, if it
&as any flrength, is full as firong-againft prefling the like doc-
trines upon grown men, left we thould deject their minds, and
;ﬁnk tbem into dulnefs and idlenefs. -

- For who does not fee, that siddlc-aged men want as much
she affiltance of pride, smbition, and vain-glory, to fpur them
alp to-action and induftry, as do children? And it is very
ertain, that the.precepts of humility are more eontrary:to the
defigns of fuch men; and more grievous to their minds, when
they are prefled upon them, than they are to the minds of
-young perfons.

. But further: could fuch oh;e&ou thmk, that if any chil-
wviren. had been educated by our blefied Lorp, or his Apoftles,
- that their minds would have been funk into dulnefs and idle-
nefs 2 Or could they think, that fuch childran would not
have been trained up in the profoundeft principles of felf-de.
nial and true devotion ! Can-they fay, that our blefled Loz,
who,. confidering him in his human nature, wis the moft
sevout, felf-denying man that eyer was on earth, was
" .hindered by bis devotien from daiag the greateft example of
worthy and glorious actions that ever were dame by man?
Can they fay, that his Apofties, who lived in the, (ame fpirit
of their Mafter, did therefore ceafe to be laboriqus and a&ive
inftruments of doing good to all the world ?
A few fuch refic€ions as thefe, are fufficient.ta expofe all
she poor psetences for an education in pride and amhbition.
PATERNUS. lived -about two hundred years ago; he had
but one fon, whom he educased himfelf, in his own beufa.
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As they were fitting together in the garden, ‘when the child
was ten ysars old, Paternus thus addvefled bim.

¢ The listle time that you have been in the world, my child,
you kave fpent wholly with me ; and my love and tendernefs
to. you, has made you Jook. upon me as your only friend and
benefaltor, and the caufe of all the comfort and pleafure that
you enjoy. Your heart, I know, would be ready to break
svith grief, if you thought this was the laft day that I fhould

.kive with you.

- But, .my child, though you now thml: yourfelf uugbty
happy, becaufe you have hold of my hand, you are now in the
hands, and under the tender care of a much greater father snd
friend than'I am, whofe love to you is far greater than
and from whom you temfuch bleflings as no mortal can
give.

That Gon, whom you bave feen me daily to worlhip;
whom I daily call upon to blefs both you and me, and all
mackind ; whofe wondrous alls are recorded in thofe frip-
suses which you coaftantly read ; that Gob, who created the
heavens and the earth; who brought a flcod upoa the old
world,; who faved Noab in the ark ; who was the Gop of
Abrebam, lfasc, and Facb; whom Fob blefled and praifed in
the greateft affliCtions ; who delivered the Jfraslites out of the
hands of:.the Egyptians; who wss the proteor of righteous
Fofiph,. Mofes, Fofpuay -and holy Danicl; who fent fo many
prophets into the world; and who fent his 8on Jesus Cunist -
to redeem mankind ¢ this Gop, who has done all theRe
great things ; who NiMllyreated the many millions of men,
shat lived and died béfore you was born ; with whom the fpi-
¥its of good scn that are departed this life, now live ; whom
infinite numbers of angels now worlhip in heaven 3 this grest
Gop, who is the creator of worlds, of angels, and men, is
your loving father and friend, your good creator and nourither;
from whem, and not from me, you received your being ten
years ago, st.the time that | plaatcd that little e/m which you
there fee,

I eyfelf am not half the age of this Bady ek under wblch
we fit; maay of our fathers have fat under its boughs; ws
have all of ue called .it ours in our turn ; it flands, and drops
4" maeflers, a8 it drops ite leaves,

6 ¢ You
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+ You fee, my fon, this wide and large firmoment over our
heads, where the fun and moon, and all the flars, appear in
sheir turn : if you was to be carried up to any of thefe bodies,
you would difcover others a3 much above you, as the ftars are
above this serth. Were you to go up or down, eaft or weft,
north or fouth, you would find the fame height without any
top, and the fame dépth without any bottom.

And yet, my child, fo great is Gop, that all thefe bodies
sdded together, are but as a grain of fand in his fight. Ne-
vetthelefs, you are as much the'care of this great Gop and
Fathet of all werlds; and of all fpirits, as if there were no
ercature for him to love and prote& but you alone. He num-
bers the hairs of your head, watches over you fleeping ind
waking, and has preferved you from a thoufand daugets,
which neither you nor I know any thing.

How poor my power is, and how littde I am able to do for
you, you have often feen. Your lute ficknefs has thewn you
how little I could do for you in that ftate; and the frequent
piins of your head are plain proofs, that I have no powet to
remove them.

~ I can bring you food and medicines, but have no power to
tarn them into yout relief and nourifhment : it is Gob alorie
that can do this for you.

Therefore, my child, fear, and worthip, and love Gop.
8ccure an intereft in his favour, by feeking after a living faith
in Jzsus Curis his dearly beloved Son ; and then He, whé
bleffed my father before I was bom, wﬂl blefs you when l
am dead.

I'thall in a fhort time die, and leave you to Gop and your.
felf ;> and as I'know that my Redeemer liveth, and cruft that
Gob has forgiven me my fins, I fhall go to my dear Saviour
Qaaist Jesus, and live amongﬁ pstnarcho and prophets,
faints and martyrs, and wait for your fafe arrival at the ftme
place.

Therefore, my child, meditate on thefe great things, and
your foul, through the influences of Gob’s blefled 8pirit, will
foon grow great and noble, by fo meditating upon them.

Let your thoughts often leave thefe gardens, thefe fields,
and farms, to contemplate yupon Gop, and CHRIsT, and heas
ven, to meditate upon angels and the fpirits of good men
living in light and glory. "
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As you have been uled to look to me in all your a&ions, and
bave been afraid to do any thing unlefs you firft knew my wills
fo let it now be a rule of your life, to look up to Gobp, even a
Gop in CHRIsT, in all your alions ; to do every thing in his
fear, and to.abftain from every thing that is not according to
bis will. :

Gonb keepeth a book of life, wherein all the a&ions of alt
men are written ; and when you die, my child, this book will
be laid open before men and angels ; and according as your.
ations are there found to have been done in, and proceeded
fiom a living faith in JEsus CHRrisT, you will either be re-
ceived into the bappinefs of thofe holy men who have died in
faith, or be turned away among thofe wicked fpirits, thofe hy-
pocrites and unbelicvers, that are never to fee Gob any more.

Never forget this book, my fon, for it muft be opened, you
mutt fee it, and you muft be tried by it accarding to the deeds
dose in the body, whether they have been good, or whether
they have been evil.

. Bug abore all, my child, learn of Jxsus Curist to be
meek and lowly in heart, and never do any thing through -
firife or vain-glory. Refift, cherefore, and look up to CHRIsT
for ‘3 canquet} over every thought of felf-pride and Jelf-diftine-
tion; and accuftom yourfelf to rejoice in all the excellencies
and .perfe€tions of your fellow-creatures, and pray and ftudy
that you may be as glad to fee any of their good adions, as
your own. For.as Gob is as well pleafed .with their well- -
doings, as with yours ; fo you ought to defire, that every thing
that is wife, and holy, and good, may be performed in as high
3 manher by other people, as by yourfelf.

When [ am dead, my fon, you will be mafter of all my
eftate, which will be a great deal more than the neceffities of
one family require. As-you are, therefore, to be chariable
to the louls of men, and wifh tbem the fame happinefs with
yourfelf, in heaven, fo be charitable to their bodies, and
endeavour to make them as bappy as you can upon earth.

. Study. to bave your heart filled with the love of Gop, and
the love of .your neighbour, and then be cantented to be no
deeper -a fcholar, no finer a gentleman, than thefe tempers
will make you. I am teaching you Latin.aad Greed, not that
you fhou}d defire tq be a great critic, a foe poet, or an éelo-

quent
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‘quent orator ; but, that you may at proper times look into
the hiftory of paft ages, and learn the methods of Gob’s pro-
vidence over the world ; and that by reading the writings of
‘the ancient fages, you may fee how wifdom and virtue have
been the praife of great men of all ages, and fortify your mind
by their wile fayings.

Avoid all (uperfluous thews of finery and equi‘page, and let
your houfe be furnithed with moderate conveniencies. Do
not confider what your eftate can afford, but what right reafon
and religion require.

Let your drefs be decent, clean, and modeft; and as to
your meat and drink, in them obferve the higheft rules of
chriftian temperance and fobriety ; confider your body only as
the fervant and minifter of your foul ; and only fo nourifh it,
as it may beft perform an humble and obedient fervice to it.

But, my fon, obferve as a principal thing, and which I fhall
remind you of as long as I live with you, Hate and defpife all
buman glory ; it is nothing elfe but human folly. Love hu-
mility in all its inftances, praife it in all its parts; conde«
fcend to all the weaknefs and infirmities of your fellow-crea-
tures, cover their frailties, love their excellencies, encourage
their virtues, relieve their wants, rejoice in their profperities,
compaflionate their diftrefs, receive their friendfhip, overlook
their unkindnefs, forgive their malice, be a fervant of fervants,
and condefcend to do the loweft offices to the loweft of man-
kind.

Afpire after nothing but an intereft in the righteoufnefs of
Jesus Curist ; and as a confequence of that, your own
purity and perfeQion. Remember, my dear child, remember,
that there is but one man in the world, with whom you are
to have perpetual contention, and whom you fhould be always
ftriving to exceed, and that is yourfelf.

The time of praifing thefe precepts, my fon, will foon be
ever with you ; the world will foon flip through your hands,
or rather you will feon flip through it. It feems but the other
day, fince I received the fame inftru&ions from my dear father,
that I am now leaving with you. And the Gop that gave
me cars to hear, and a heart to receive what my father faid
unto me, will, I hope, give you grace to love and follow the
fame inftru&ions.”

Thus did Paternus educate his fon.

Can
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Can any one think, that fuch an education as this would
weaken and deject the minds of young people, and deprive the
world of any worthy and reafonable labours ?

So far therefrom, that there is nothing fo likely to enoble
snd exalt the mind, and prepare it for the moft berojcal exer-
cife of all virtues. And fatal experience every day evinces,
that a contrary way of educating youth, is no fmall hindrance
to their devoting themdelves entirely to Gop, and living wp
to the frickeft rules of the blefled and everlafting gofpel.

An education which is not wholly intent upon this, is as

much befide the point, as an art of phyfic that had little or no
regard to the reftoration of health : or rather, it is like ad-
miniftering poifon inftead. of phyfic.
. For as the only end of the phyfician, is to reftore nature to
its own flate ; fo the only end of education is, to refore our
tational nature to its proper ftate. And as pbylic may juftly
be called the art of reftoring healgh, fo education fhould be
confidered in no other light, than as the art of recovering man
to the ufe of reafon and religion.

The youths that attended upon Pythageras, Secrates, Plats,
snd Epictetus, were thus educated. And fince chriftjanity
bath, as it were, new created the moral and religious werld, and
fet every thing that is reafonable, wife, holy, and defirable, in
its true point of light; one may reafonably expe&, that the
education of youth fhould be as much bettered by chriftianity,
as the faith and doétrines of religion are amended by it.

But fince our moderrd education is not of this kind, a de-
ficiency in fuch an eflential point, may be juftly aflignod as awe
great reafon why many men find it fo exceedingly “dificult te
devote shemfelves wholly uato Gop. -
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C.HA-P. VL.

Shesing bow the metbed of educating daughters, mokes it difficalt
for them to enter inte the fpirit of dhriftianity ; bew miferably
they are injured and abnfed by fuch am education ; and the fpiris
of @ better adnaation reprefentod i the charaQer of Eufebia.

HAT turn of mind which is tzught and encouraged in

the education of daugbiers, makes it exceeding difficule
for them to eater into fuch a feafe and pra&tice of true devo-
tion, as the fpirit of chriftianity requires.

For if it were a virtue in a woman, to be proud and vain in
herfelf, and fond of the world ; we could hardly ufe better
means 10 raife thefe pafions, than thofe that are now ufed in
their education. :

Matilda is a fine woman, of gead breeding, great fenfe, and
has a great deal of regard for religion : fhe has three daugh-
ters, educated by herfelf ; the will truft them to no one elfe,
por at any {chool, for fear they thould learn any thing ill. She
ftags with the dancing-mafler all the time be is with them,
becaufe fhe will hear every thing that is faid to them. She
has heard them read the foriptures fo often, that they can re-
peat great part of them without book ; and there is {carce a

book of devotien, but you may find it in their clofets. -

Her daughters fee her great zeal for religion, but then they
fee an equal carneftnefs for all forts of finery. They are
afraid te meet her, if they have miffed the church ; but then
thiey arc aore afraid to fee her, if they are not laced as firait
as they can poffibly be.

Matilda is fo intent upon all the arts of improving their
drefs, that the has fome new fancy almoft every day, and
leaves no ornament untryed, from the richeft jewel to the
poorek flower. Shg is fo nice and critical in her judgment,
and fo fenfible of the fmalleft error, that her maid is often
forced to drefs und undrefs her daughters three or four times
a day, before fhe can be fatisficd with it.

As to the patching, fhe referves that to herfelf; for the fays,
if they are aot fluck en with judgment, they are rather a pre-
judice, than an advantage to the face. Th

. 3
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‘T'he children fee o plainly the temper of their mother, that®
they even affeét to be more pleafed with drefs, than they really
are, merely to gain her favour.

They faw the eldeft fifter once brought to her tears, and
her perverfenefs feverely reprimanded, for prefuming to fay,:
tbat the thought it was better to cover the neck, than to go fo
far naked as the modern drefs requires. .

She ftints them in their meals, and-is very.fcrupulous of
what they eat and drink ; and tells them how many fine
thapes fhe has feen {poiled in her time, for, want of {uch
If a pimple rifes dn their faces, fhe is in 3 great fright, 2
they themfelves are as afraid to fee her with it, as if, they had:
committed fome great fin. .

Whenever they begin to: laok fmgume and healthy, !he
calls in the aﬁiﬁant:e of she daftor 3 and if phyfic and iffues
will keep the complexion from inclining to caarfe. or ruddyy
fhe thinks them well employed. .

By this means they. are pale, fickly, infirm creatures, va-
poured through want of fpirits, crying-at.the {malleft acci<
dents, fwooning. away at any thing that frightens them, and
hardly able to bear the weight of their beft cloaths,’

The eldeft daughter Jived as long as fhe could under this
difcipline, and died in the twenticth year of her age. When
fhe was opened, it appeared, that her-ribs had grown.inta
her liver, and that her other eatrails ware much burt, by being
eruthed together with her ftays, which her mother had ordesed
to be twitched fo ftrait, that it often brought tears into ber,
eyes, whilft the maid was drefling her. . .

Her youngeft daughter is run away with a gamefler, a man.
of great beauty, and who, in drefling and danciog, has no
fuperior.

Matilda fays, the fhould die with grief at this accjdent, but
that her confcience tells her, fhe has contributed nothing ta
it herfelf, ~She appeals to their clofets and their books of de-
votion, to teftify what care fhe has tak¢n to eftablifh her chil~
dren in a life of folid piety and devotion.

Now, though I do not intend to fay, that no daughters are
brought up in a better way than this (for I brope many are}
yet thus much, I believe, may be faid, that the much. greater
part of them are not brought up fp well, or accuflomed to fo
much religion, as'ia the prefent inftance.. .

Their
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. Their ofinds are-tumed as much to thé cate of beauty and
drefs, and the indulgence of vain defices, as in the prefent cafe,
without baving fuch: rules of devotion to fland againft it. So
that if folid piety is much wanted in that fex, it is the plain
and natural cohfequente of :a vajn-agd cofrupt dducation. If
they are often too ready to reccive the firfk fops, beaux, and
fine dancers for their hufbandss it is no wonder they fhould
like that in men, which they have been taught to-admire in
themfelves. And if they are ofcen feen to lofe ¢hat licle re-
-gard to religion, that they wereitaught in their youth, it is no
more to be wondered at, than -to fee a little flower choaked
and killed amongft rank weeds.

. Perfonal pride, affe®ation, a delight in beauty, and fond-
nefs of finery, are tcmpers that muft kill all religjon in the
foul, or be killed by it they can no more thrive toyther
than health and ficknefs.

- But how poffible it is to bsing up daughters il 2 more ex
cellent way, let the following character declare.

Eufebia is a pious’ widow, well born, and well bred, and
‘has a good eftate for five daughters, whom the Joves not only
as ber naturel, but alfo as bier fpiritual children ; and they re-
verciice her as their fpiritual mother, with an affeion equal
ta that of the fondeft friends.

¢ My children, (fays fhe) your dear father was an humble,
watchfol, traly devout man. Whillt his ficknefs would fuffer
him to talk with me, his difcourle waa chiely abaut your
education. He knew the ruins that a wrong education made
in our fex ; and therefore conjured me with the tendereft ex-
prefiions, to renounce the ﬁﬁbutlc ways of educating daugh-
ters, and to bring yeu 3l up in the moft unaffeted inftances
of a truly chriftian and devout life.

Whed yoyr father died, I was much pitied by my friends,
as baving all the care of a family, and the mansagement of aa
" cftate falon upon me. Bw my own gricf was founded an
another pringiple 3 I was grieved te fee myfelf deprived of fo
faithful a friend, and that fuch an eminent example of real
devotion, fhould be talsen frem the eyes of his children, be-
fore they .were of an age 10 love: and follow it. Byt as t0
worldly cares; whikh.-my. fricads theughtilay fo heavy upon
me, they are molk of them of cur awd making, and fall away
as foon 23 we begin.to knsw asrfehues.

Vor. 1V, Dd For
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For this reafon, all my difeourfe with you, has been to ac-
quaint you with yourfelves, and to sccufiom yoe to fuch books
ofdevodon,nmybduﬂm&yuhdmgmﬂofdl
knowledge. |

Ymmﬂthnkitbud,nuwkmﬁeﬁ-ﬂym
which you was bora, whiat anceflers you were defeended from,
and what oitate was to-come o you. Bwt, my children, you
may koow sll this- with exa@nefs, and yet be m ignorant of
yourfeives, as a man that fhould take himfelf to be wax, and
therefore dared not te let the fan fhine upow him. - '

In order to know yourklees aright, you mut confiler yours
felves as fo many fallen embodied fpirits, conceived and bom
in fin, and that your lives began-in a ftats of corruptien and
difordery full of tompers and paflions, -that blind and darken
the resfon of. your minds, .and incline you to. that which is
hurtful. X

Your bodies are not omly: poor and perifhing: like your
cloaths, but they are as infeZed chaths, that fill you with il
difiempers, which opprefs the foul with fickly -ppeum, and
vain envyings.

cheeallafusmlske mbcingo, that have s it were
twa hearts within us: with the one, we fee, tafte, and ads
mire reafon, purity, and holige(s ; with the other we incline
® pride, vanity, and fenfual dulights.

This internal war we always foe} within s more.or lefos
and if you would know the exe thing neceffary to you and all
the world, it is this, to preferve, firengthen, and perfo s
that is rational, holy, and divine in our netwre, and by the
afliftance of the blefled Bpirie of Gob,: wmﬁﬁmdﬁbdn
all that vanity, pride, and &aﬁuuty, fprings fn-nth
corruption of our ftate.

Whilft you live thus, you live like yonrﬁ!ns, aod'lutu
more, like chriftians ; but. whmeverynml-uemlym
upon sderning your perfons, than upon perfe@ing your fouls,
ion are much more befide yonrﬁlva,thnho,thuhdmhu

ave a laced coat, than an healthful bedy. -

Never confider yourfelves; therefore, u'm-tlut are to
- be feen, admired, and osuresd by meny: but - peor Jimaws;
that are to be wafhed in the Mood of the Lamb of Gop, and..
accepted through his all-feflicient rightcoufve®, received by
faith, and to be faved from the follies of a miferable wotld,

o and
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snd mnilmtfotbmu by lbe.pmful 6pema¢mof lu
bleflpd Spirie. . . . _

Thefe confiderations have made me think it my daty to
teach you nothing that was dangevous for you .to learn. I
bave kept you from evary thing that might betray you into
weaknefs 3nd folly, or make you think any thing fine, buta
fine wind ; apy thing bappy, but sn intereft in the favoar of
Gop, through Jesus CuRIsT ; or any thing defirable, but
his love fhed abroad in the beare, -and to' do-all- tbegoodyou
poflibly cas to your fellow-creatures.

, Inftcad of the vain, immodefl entertainment of pheys and
m I have tapght youdso delight in pious reading amd ro-
ligious coaverfation. What mulic, dancing, and diverfions
are:to.the people of the world, shat hely meditation, fervent

and other aéls of devotian, have been to you. lnftead
of forced fhapes, pasched faces, sad sfitQed metions, I have
taught you tq conoeal your bodics with medsy? garments, and
to et he world bage nothing to view of you, but the plain-
@els and finaerity, thehumdnyudnm&'e&edneﬁofdlm
&chaviear, .
. Ywhm;qythﬁten,thtsﬁngleh&ﬁm:fm
worldly cares and ssoubles, and gives 2 womsn an opportunity
of caring only how fhe may ploafe the LorD ; but as I look
upea yau ¢ll 29 be fo many grast.biefiings of 2 married Rate;
§o.1 icawr it te. your chwice, -cither ¢0 do 28I have done, or ¢o
pentinue.in.a viegin fate. Qaly let.me remind you, if you
imsend 10 msanry,: lat the Aimainever come 6l you find a men
that has chofe graces, which yeu are d.'pmng after yourfelves;
who is dikely to be a friend, ;50 all your wirtues, and with
-hnsuhmrtohu,thnmmdwbmeitdhu

Avoid thceﬁu du qonvaﬁuon of what the world calls
Pons-bred fops, and deaux ; for.they are she thame of cheir own
fax, agd ought to be the abhosrence of youss. -

{f evil fpeaking, foandal, or backbitng, be the conveﬂ'n-
tion where you happen to be,, keocp yoar hearts to yourfelves
and if ‘you. bave ne oppommcy to roprove.or turn the fircam
of . fuch ‘cimwfation into 2 proper channel, ‘retire as foon as

. you-can::

.~i[sove .and vewerence )m posple ; di for mlny resfons, fe
mhrly for this, becaufe pur bleficd Saviour was one of
Dda2 the
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the nuthber.  Vifit and converfe with them frequently : youw
will often find fimplicity, innocence, patience, fortitudo, and
great piety amongft them ; and where they are not fo, your
good example thay amend them. For this caufe, you know
I have divided part of my eftacc already amongft you, that
you each may be charitable out of your own flock, and take
it in your turns to provide for the poor and fick of the pa-
rith.

‘Whether married or unmarried, confider yourfelm 23 mo-
thers and fifters, as friends and relations to all thae-want your
‘affiftance; and never allow yourfelver to be idle, whilft
others want any thing that your hands can make for them, *

1 have brought you up to all kinds of labour, that are pro-
.per for women, as fowing, knitting, fpinning, and all-othes
parts of houfewifery ; not merely for your amufement, and
that you may know how to dire&t your fervants; but that
you may be ferviceable to yourfelves and others, and be faved
from thofe témptations which attend an idle life.- 1.meuft
therefore repeat to you, my daughters, what I have .often .
reminded you of before, that I had rather fee you redaced to
the neceflity of maintaining yourfelves by your -own .hands,
than to have riches to excufe yourfelves from labour. Never
thercfore confider your labour merely 'as an sinafemsent to
get rid of your time, and fo'may be as trifling as you pleate ;
‘but confider it as fomething that is to bé ferviccable to your-
felves and others, that is to ferve fome fober £nds of life,
¢o fave and redeem your time, and -make it turn to your ac-
count, when the works of all people fhall be tried by fice.

. 'What would you think of the wildom of him, that fhould
employ his time in diftilling of .waters, and. making liquors
which no body could ufe, merely to amufe himfelf with the
variety of their colour and clearnefs ; when with, lefs labour
and expence, be might fatisfy the wants of thofe who have
nothing to drink? And yet he would be as wifely eaployed,
as thofe that ar¢ amufing themfelves with fuch tedious works
as they neither need, por hardly know how to ufe when they
are finithed ; when with lefs labour and expemce they might
be doing as much good, as he that is claathing the naked,
or vifiting the fick. Be glad therefore to know the wants
«of the pooreft people, and think it not beneath you, tq let
*your hands be employed in makulg fuch mian and ordinary

- thiogs
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things -for them, as their neceffities require. Thus Doreas

was employed who is mentioned with fo much honour in,

boly writ ; and by fo doing, you will behave like true dif-
ciples of that Lord and Mafter, ¢ who came into the world
 not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter.”

In fhort, my dear children, ftrive to do cvery thing that'_ '

is praife-wortby, but do nothing in order to be praifed; nor
think of any reward of all your works of faith and labours of
love, till Jesus CHRIST cometb with all his holy angels.
Think, my children, thit the foul of your.good father, now
with Gop, fpeaks to you through my mouth ; and let the
double defire of your father who is gone, and of. me who am
with .you, above all, let. the mercies of Gon,in CHrisT
Jasus, prevail upon you te love Gop with all your fouls, to
ftudy your own perfection, ta. pradtife humility, and to do
all the gopd you cgn to all your fellow-creaturgs, efpecially
to thofe who are of the houthold.of faith, tll it. fhall pleafe
Gan.to call you to another life. :

Thus did the pious widow educate hqr daughters The
fpmt of this education fpeaks fo plaiply for itfelf, that, I hope,
I need fay nothing in its ,ufhﬁcanon. If we could’ fce it in
lifey “as well as read of it in books, the world would foon ﬁnd‘
the happy effedls.

There is nothing,morg defirable for the common good of
all the world, than-that we might fee it.  For though women
do ot carry on the trade and bufinefs of the world, yet as
they are motbers and mifireffes of families, they have for fome
time the care of the education of their children of both forts,
and are.entrufted with that which is of the greateft confe-
qucnce to.human life. For as the heglth and ftrength, or
weaknefs, of our ,bodies, is very much qwi to their me-
thods of treating us when we are young, fo the foundnefs ar
folly of our minds, are not lefs owing to thofe firlt tempers
and ways of thinking, which we eagerly received from the
Jowve, tendernefs, authority and conftant convérfation of oux
modm:s.

. Is it not then much to be lamented, that this fex, on whom
fo much depends, who have the ' firft formmg of our bodies
and our minds,. are not only educated in pride, but in the

$llisft and moft contcmptlble partof it? . _
. bd 3 . o T.hcy’
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* They are not fuffered to difpute with_ us the proud fmm
of arts and fciences, of learning and eloqencex, ia which I
have much fufpicion they would often prove our fuperiors 5
but we turn them over t6 the ftudy of beauty and drefs, and
the whole world confpire to make them to think of nothing
elc. Fathers ard mothérs, friends ard relations, feem to
have no other wifh towards the Zitle girl, but that the may
have a fair jkm, a fine fbape, drefi well, and dance to addira-
tion.

And what makes this matter tbe more to be hamented,
is this. That women are not only fpoiled by this edutation,
but we fpoil that part of the world, which would otherwife
furnith the moft inftances of an emriment and exalted piety.
The Churcb has formeérly had eminent faints in that fex ; and
it may rcafonably’be thought, that it is purely owing to their

poor and vain education, that this honour of their fex is for

: the moft part confined to former ages.

The corruption of the world indulyes them in great vanity,
and mankind feem to confider them in ho other view, than
ds (o many painted idols, ‘that are to allure and gratify_ their
paffions ; fo that if many women are vain, light, gew-gaw
creatures,. they have this to fay in excufe of chcrdfelves, that
they are not only fuch as their education has ‘madé th!in bat
fach as the gencrality of the world allow thenr to be. '

Some indeed aré pléafed to fay, that woinen are natunlly
of little and vain minds, and cohﬁquently their tnﬂfng vain
behaviour is owing folely to that; but this T 168K upon to be
as falfe and unreafonablé, as to fay, at bitchers are napu-
rally cruel : for as their cruelty s not owing to their matures,
but to their way of lifé, ‘which hat changed their ' ndtiitess
fo whatever littlenefs and vanity is to be obfetved in the minds
of women, it Is'like the cruelty of butchers, a temper that
is wrought ‘into them by that life whiclr they are taught’
and accuftomed to lead. At léaft thus much muft be faid,
that we cannot juftly charge any thing upon their nature, tiﬂ
we take care that it ig not perverted by their education. '

But fuppofing ‘it were true, ‘that they were "thus naturally
vain and light, then how much more blatneable is that edu- -
cation, which feems contrived to ﬁreﬁgtheh and icreafe the
folly and weaknefs of their tinds, r F or if it were a virtue ia

5 women
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women to be proud,’ and vain, and indevout, we could hardly
take bettcr means to raile thefe bad things in them, than thofe.
which are now ufed in their education. .
" Some people that judge baftily, will perl\.:po fay, 1 h;ve
been exercifing tgo great a fey againft the fex. But
thore mfonal:]se perfons will ume:qobfem, that I entirely
fpare the fex, and only arraign their ‘education ; that, | pro-
l{fs, T cannot fpare ; but the enly reafon is, becaufe it is
(henr reateft enemy, becaufe it deprives the world of fo many
b!ediﬁgs) and'the church of fo many faings as might reafo-
nablj be expelted from perfops, formed by their natural tem-
per to all goodnefs and tendernefs, and fitted, by the clear-
hefs and brightnefs of their minds, to, eontemplate, love and
dmu'e cvery thmg that is holy, virtuous, and divine.

CHAP VII.

Shewing, bowmlnwnﬁﬂ:mbva wﬂb the ‘rmy?m
and bappinefs that can be enjoyed i this werld.

OME people perhaps may obje®, that by thus- living

wholly untq Gan, and introducing a regard to bis glory
in all that we do, too great a reftraint widl be put upop hu-
man natuge ; and that by thua depriviog ourfolves of fo many
feemingly moomtyleufum, as: fuch a way of life would
binder us from purfuing, we Dhall render our lives dull, un,
eafy, and mglancholy.

But this obje&non is_entirely groyndlefs. For chriftian de-
votion requires us to repounce no ways of life; wherein we
can a& reafonably, and offer’ what we do to the glory of Gob.
All ways of life, all fatisfaltions and enjoyments that are within
thefe bounds, are np ways denied .by the friQeft -rules of
real devotmn And will you, think that your life muft be
u,upformb]‘, uolefs you may difpleafe Gon, be fools and
mad, and a& contrary (o that reafon and wifdom -which He

impplansed 2
wAa form‘:?ya}tzf?&lma which w we; d;;e not-offer (p » boly
Gon, which are only invented by the folly and corruption
of the world, which inflame our paffions, and fink our fouls
Dd 4 into
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into groffnefs and fenfuality, and thereby render. us upmeet
for communion with Gop here, and the eternal enjoyment of
Him hereafter, furély it can be no uncomfortable ftate of
life, ta be refcued by rclugnon from fuch murderers both of
our fouls'and bodies.

‘Let us fuppofe a pchon deﬁntute of that knowledge which
we have from our fenfcs, placed fomewhere lone by bim-
felf, m the midft of a variety of th;ngs which he Jld not know
how to ufe ; that he has by him bread, wine, gold-duft, iroq
chains, gravel, garments, and fire. Let It be fuppofed, that
he had no knowledge of the" right ufe of thefe things, nor
any dirc&ion from his fenfes how to quench his thirft, ot
fatisfy his hunger, or make any ufe of, the things abayt him.
Let it be fuppofed, that in his drought he puts gold duft inta
his eyes ; when his eyes fmart, he puts win¢ into his ears;
that in his hunger, he puts gravel in his mouth: that in
pain, hc Joads himfelf wnth the iran hains ; that feeling
cold, he puts his feet in the* watcr; thae being frighted at
the fire, he runs away from it; and that belng weary, he
makes a feat of his bread., Let ‘it be fuppofed, that through
his ignorance of the right oft’ of'the’ things- that"are about
bim, he will vainly torment himfeclf whilft he lives; gnd at
lat die, blinded with duft; céfked” with gravel} abli‘loajed
with irons.  Let it be fappoféd; chat fbme gbod being ca‘m‘é
to'hit, and thewed him ‘the’ ‘ature and dfe”of all t!(e’tbmgs
that were about him, and gave Hith fdch ftri& rilés of ufing
them; as would certinly; iFobfervéd, make Him ‘the’ hap:
piox for all that he-bad, ind Wiivér -him 'froui the pains o
hunger, and thirft, and cold ; could you with any teafon
affirm, that thofe firiék rules ‘of ‘ufing the things that were
about him, had rendered thac' popr man's life dd‘ll i‘nd un:
comfortable ? - Rt
: Now ehis is, it fome meafuse; an‘ﬁreﬁntatwﬁ of the frig?
rules' orre‘ﬁgmn; ‘they ‘tefievé* i ifndrdnce, fave'ds Troth
tormenting ourfelves, and-feith'vs'to ofe every :hlng about
us, no only te the glory of Gou, but to“our mm §l'o'p¢t «-
vantge, -

If religion commands us to live whol!y'ﬁﬂl‘o ‘Gun, and’ T

all  his glory, it is becaufééﬂry thier way’ of e is
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Kving whally againft outfelves, and will end in our own ﬂlame
and confufion. .. .

. Would you fee how happy they are, who live aecordmg
to their own wills, and who cannot {fubmit to the dull and
melangholy bufinefs of a life devoted unto GOD, 160k -at
Flatus ;, Flatus.is rich and in health, yet almys uneafy, and
always,fearching after happipefs. - - -

, At huﬁtﬁ,fetung out in life, - fins c{mbx was hxs dchght.
bis caqpiry, was oaly after the, bog taylors and peruke-makers,
and he,had o thenghts of excelling in any thigg but drefs.
He (pared no expence, but carried every nicety to.its gmteit
hqght, Bpt.xbk happmcfs pot aglwering his crpe&aum
he left off his brecades, put on, a;plaxn f£oaty: railed at {ops and
Yraus, and gave bmfslfpg 10 gamipg, with. great cagergefa.

_This hew pleafure fatis ed bim for fome time : he equied
9o other way of life,, But being by the. fate of play drawn
inq a fl«l, where he narrowly ‘fcapéd bis déath, he lefc off
the dug, angd Iought for. iyppmc@ po Jlonger amongtt the

Crso O
pr next. t]lm that fe;zed his wandermg unagmauox;, was
t};q dafnrﬁq of ’the ;Pwn ; and for more than a twelvemth,
quh d fum talk of nothing. but ladies, drawmg-rgoms,
§b‘mgl;t§, pl”;, balls, an& affemblies. But, ing fick
befe, he ﬁad _recourfe to hard drinking, Here bs bad
glapy 33 merry nught, and met with {tronger joys xhaq any
be had felt bcfor:, Here he had thoughts of fctqu up
[m faff, and lookmg out no farther; but unluckily falling
into a fever,” he grew angry at ‘all ﬂrong lquOI'S, and took
his leave of the happinefs of being drunk.

The next attempt after happmefs, cartied him into the
f‘eld For two of three years notbing made him fo Jbappy as
hinting 5 he eptered upon it with all bis foul, and leaped more
hedges and di tchea ;hzn had ﬁver been known in fo fhort a

Yoy never awhun tin a green ¢oaf ; he. was the

% aﬂ’lﬁzt %lew the hrn, and a ways fpoke to his dogs
? :qpnet; of !angnage Ify you met him at home in
day, you would hear’ lmi; blow his hora, and be en-

ined Yttluhc furpnzfng acculcnts of the laft noble chace.

° ('6oner had Fla‘w outdone all the world in the breed and

, of s dots, built new Kennels, new fables; and
6 bought
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Boupht 2 nbiv bamsiug-/tar; blt he immediately got fight of'
another happinefs, hated the fenfelefs noife and burry of hunt-
gy ‘gave away his Gogs;’ and was for fome dime after decp
iy 'the phafures of building.” -’ Co sl !
“~Now he invents mew kinds of dove-cofes; and has fuch con-’
trivances inhis barns and fables, as were never-feen before ©
be wonders at the dulnefs of the old builders, iy wholly bent
dpon ‘the improveatent of ‘archiieflnts, and will hardly'hang a
dobr it the ordinary way. He tells his friends, that be never
wai'fo defighted in any thing in his Iife 5, fhat ‘e his-inore
*  Happinels amongft bis brick and mertar, thani cvér be had at

airt’s and that be is centriving how td have forie Hekle marter
o do thht way as lour as be dives, ' - ¥

The next year he leaves his houfe unfifiified, complains t5
- evef§ body of mafons and carpenters, ang déVolés Mimfelf wholly”
fo the’happinels of riding sbemt. "Aftet this, you can pever
* fe¢ Kim it un horfeback, kifd'fo highly”delighted" With ¢his”
At way of lifé, that hé would téll you, give him but his’
Borfe and a clean country to ride in, and you might tike'all the
feff ® yourfelf. A variety of new faddles'shd Bridles, dod o
great change of horfes, added much’ to the “pléafure oF this
Bew tay of lifé.  But however, after [date ‘Cfm‘e Navirig vired"
both hisifelf and his horfes, the happicft thing he‘could think
of next, was o go abroadl dnd vi/R foreign cuntries ; “urid there;
indeed, the Liappinefs ex¢eeded his itnagination; ‘and fe wa¥
only uficafy thait he had begun fo'fine’a Iif¢ nio fooner. ‘The
next monthi he returned home, unabie to bear Any fonger the
impértinénce of foreigners. oo e
_ After this, he was a gréat fudeit for one ‘wholé year; he
wis up eatly and Tate'at his Jtalian "grammiar, thit he might
have the happinels of underftanding thé spera, whenever be
fhotild hear one, ‘dnd not ‘be like thofe phre*a’(’ém‘ble' people,
that are pleaféd ‘'with they doa’t know what, '~~~ * 7
. FLATUS'if Dow it a full Rtand; and is doidg "whit he' ne-
- ver 8id th ¥is life-béfore, he Ts reafoning and reflelling with
himifetf. © ¥H'lofes feveral days, in conﬁdéribg'i'ibi@’ of his ’
caft.off ways of life he hould try sgaihe  ~°, "0
* Bt here i new proje@ comes in to his liéf. 'iﬂé,;h now
living upop leibs, and pinning sbout’the oy, to gy

e e

-

-
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hinifelf isito usgeed soind s -vmmﬁumh!the kiagx
dom Poleads

l]:mbmdnudvtdmﬁml 'm ﬁ»mny loollﬂl pirti-
edmof:hbklndd.bfq,.bmﬁlbgp, that ievery partis
calur folly that you bere fgc and read ofy will matemlly tern
id'df into an.ugmlﬂt for, the 'ﬂm;and luppabof'vre&

life. .. T PR X

. Bur, you wal pcrhap fay, ﬁ( the nlnalmo, refflef m
of Flatus, is not the common ftate of thofe, wha refign therhs
fatves up so-live by their own hemdur, and negled ‘whe” frick
pdles. oird@on; and that therefore it # not fo great an ‘ars
gement ofthebappmf-ofu rdhgmu. ln'e, a8 I would make
it PRSIV PR

I aufver, ht Imdnd itih md:&ou&gﬂﬂdv—
poldyrs in lifes .and that few psople ¢an read - it, withoar fees
ing fomething in it which belangs to them. But.let. it be
grapted, the the gewrality of peaple asq nat of fach: refllefs,
ﬁcueumpen as Flowus ; the diference is only “thie, - Ml
is contihually ehasging and trying fomething now, bt others
ate content with fome oac flate ;- they :do not leave 'yannivg,
and then fall to bunting 3 but they have fo much feadine(s -in
their tempers,-that fome fock after a0 otber happinefy,’but:
thae of heaping up siches ; .others, grow. old .in the fports of the
field ; and agthers are eontent o' drink thepifelves .to death)
without the leaft coquicy after aoy;bther bappinefa.. > . -7
.. Now is there apy thing more bappy or reafonable iz fuch
o life.as this, than in the life of Flaas ? Is it not es..grest-
and defirable, 2s'wife and.happy, to be conflantly- changing
fsom one thing to snother, s to be nothing ele.but a ga-
therer of money, s hunter, a gamefter, or a drunkard sll
your life ? Shall celigion be looked upon as a burden, or as
4 dull and melancholy flate, for calling men from fuch ahap.
plocls as this ? '

But turn your eyes now anocherway, mdlct thegbnou
. joys, the exquifice happinefs of Feliciena, teach you how
miferable, and how dull they muft needs be, a0d what a
delufion they arc in, shofe hmmnotwiolly devoted
unto Gob.

If you was to live with Felicuma but one lnlf year, you
wouldfeeall the happinefs that the is to have as long as fhe

lives. She has no more-to come, but the pqor repetmonbof
that




[ %8 ]
that which could never. have .pleafed .once, but through a
wrong turn of mind, and want of thought.

Sheutobeagamdnffed fine, ind kéop hix wifiting days.
She is again to change the colours of her.cloaths, again to
have a.new head, and~dgain put-patches.on het face. - She
is again to feo who alts:beft at the play-dioufe,1and who fings
finet at the opera, She is again to make ten vifits in a day,
and be tra times'in & day 'tryiog to. lalk art&lly, eafily, and
pdltely about nathings; - . - 1 :

She is to be again delighted: vmb fone ncv fafhion ; and
sgain angry at the change .of fome old: oae, = She ia to be

" again st.cards and ‘gaming at midnight, and -egain .in bed
at noon. She is to be again pleafed with hypocritical com-
.pliments, aridl again: difturbed’ m&ampa!y&onu She is
to be again -pleafed withyher good luek at gamwg, and aglu
torment¢d with .the lofs of her. money: -

She is again to prepare herfejf for a birth mgﬁt, and again
fec the town full of good company: : She is again to hear the
cabals and intrigues-of.the town, again to hate fecret intslli-
genee of private amotrs; dnd eady nonmof nm'mges, qnm-
vels, and partings. . -~

IF you feg her come out of: her chmot more. bnﬂdy tlnn
ufual, converfc with.more fpirit, and feem fuller of joy than
fhe was laft week, it is bacaufe there is fome {urprining bew

Nirefs, or new diverfion juft-come to town., . ¢

Thefe aré all the fubftantial and regular parts; of Fekciafia's
happinefs; and fhe never knew 4 pleafant day in her lifo,
but it was owing ta fonie ene or more of thefe things.

Jtis fdr this happinefs, that the lias been always deaf ¢
the :reafonings of religion ; and .if you! leok into.ithe world;
and obferve the lives of thofe women, whom no arguimeats
can prevail on to live wholly unto Gop ; you.will find' miek
of them to be fuch, as lofe all the comforts of feligion, with
out gaining the tenth part of Feliciand’s - happmefs. Tbey
are fuch as fpend their time'and. fortunes only in' mimicking
the pleaﬂ:res of richer people ; and rather look and long after,
than enjoy ‘thofe delufions; which are oply to bepurcbafed by
confiderable fortunes.

* Nor does a life only of fuch vahity and fenfuality as that
of Flatns o Feliciana’s, but even the moft -regular kind of
life, that is not govetned by. great devetion, fufigiontly lh;owg

] w
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how dull and uncomfortable their Fives muft needs bé Who
are nat wholly dévoted unto Gop. - -

Oltavins is = learned, ingenious man, well verfed in moft
parts of literature;i‘ahd 'nb firanger-to any kingdom in Ewrepe.
The other day, being juft recotered from a lmgenng fever,
he thus addreffed his friends.. .

¢ My glafs, (ays he, is almoft run out, and your eyes fee
how many miarks of- age and death I bear about me: But [
plainly feel myfelf finking away fafter than any fanders by
do imagine. I fully believe, that one ycar more will eondude
my reckoning.”

. The attention of bis friends mnuch raifed by fueb a de-
claration, expe&ing- hear fomething truly excellent from fo
learned a man, who had but a year Jonger to live; when
O&avins proceeded in this manner : ¢ For thefe reafons, my
friends, I have lefc off all taverns, the wine of thofe places.is
not good enough for me in this deaay of nature. I muft now
be nice in what I drink; I cannot pretend to do as I.bave
done ; and therefore am refolved to furnith my own cellar
with a little of the. vesy beft, though it cot me ever fo much.

I muft alfo tell you, my friends, that age forces a man ¢

e wife in many ‘other refpells, and makes us change many
of our apinions and pra&ices.
. You knowshgw much I have liked a large acquamtmcc; I
now condemn it as an error. -Three or four chearful, divert-
mg companions, is all that I now defire ; becaufe I find, that
in my prefent infiemitics, if I am left alone, or to grave com-
pany, I am not fe eafy to myfelf.”

A few days after Ofavius had made this declaration’ to lm
fnends, be relapfed into bis former-illnefs, and was committed
toa nurfe, who clofed his eyes before his freth parcel of wine
came in. :

Young E-guau, who was prefent at this difcourfe, went
home a new maa, with full refolutions of devoting himfelf to
Gobp. I never, fays Eugenins, was fo deeply affeted with
the wifdom and importance eof religion, as when I faw bow
poorly and meanly the learned Of2avius was to leave the world,
through the.want of it N

. Hqw. ofsen thad I envied his great lemung, his fkill in
hignage! his knowledge of aniquity, his addrefs, and fing

manner

~
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magner.of exprefing bim(elf wporr all fubjes I' But whea {
* faw how poorly it all ended, what was to be the lat year of
fuch a.life, apd how. foalithly the mafter of all thefe accom-

* plifymcnts was then forced to talk, T was thea convinced that

thcrc-muﬁ be nothing fo_bappy and ‘comfortable as 4 life of
true devotion ; not any thing fo peor and oomfou'dd's. udeatl
lmhopc " -

- .Look new at that condmuof kfc, wluohduwo thumy
of all eyce. -

Mmuuenpmehnelm he ferved his time under
a mafler of great trade, but has by his own management made
it » -mpse cenfiderable bufinels than ever it was before. For
" thirty pears paft, he bas written fifty or Gxgy letters in a week,
snd js bufy in- correfgponding with all parts of Exrgpe. The
- geacral good of trade feems to Negotéas o be the general good
of lifc;- whomfoover he mdmires, whattver be commends, or
condomas, cither in church dr flate, is admised, commended,
or coademued, wicth fou_leregudkomde. )

‘As menacy is cantimeilly powring in upon him, fo he often
los it go- in vatibwe kinds of expence ali geaerofity, and
fammetimes in ways ofchiarity.

Ngatins is-always ready to join in any public contributiont
If a purfe is making at any place where ‘e happens to be,
whether it: be 20 bay' & plate for @ borfe-race, or o tedodn 2
gmburmd',a‘l, yumalmylfmofbumg(ouﬁng ’
from him. ¢

Hehu;tmnﬁnctmgéfbellswucbﬁmtbm;
and there is much expeciation, that be will @me time or ether
make amore beaudifiil front to the mmket-houfe, than has yet
been feoniniamy place. For it is the gemeroes fpicit of Negetins
to do nothing in 1 medm way,

‘The generality of people, when they tiink of happioefs,
thiok npon Migetids, i whole life evety infaace 'of happinels
is fuppofed w0 meet ; {obes; prudent, rich, ’mfpeon:, gene:
rows, add as thevorlﬂ thinks, -charitable.

Letus now then-look at &umﬁuouil uhtba', bet truer
light.

Let it be fuppofed that this fame Nogitinr was-a p.mful.
" laberious han, cvery day deeg in ‘a variety of affairs; dhat
he.nesher drank, nor. was debauched 5 ‘but whs feber- and réf

gular
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gular in bisbufiméfs,: -Let it WNppofed that he grew old ih
this courfe of triding ; and thiat the‘'end and defign of 4l this
labour,- care; -and appliéation to- bufinefs, -was’ only ‘that ‘ht
might die poflefled of more than a hundred thoufand pair of
boots'and fpurs, and as mdny gréat-coxts.” Now if this was
really the tafe, T'befitve it would- be readily granted; that 4
life of il bitfinefs wis 25 poar’ aid ridiculons, s» any thit
can be invented. ~ But it would pdZele any one ¥6 thew, that
2 man that has fpen¢ alt his titne and thoughts id bufinefs and
burry, that he inight die, as it 8 faid, worth 2 fiundréd: thoue

fand pounds, is any whit wifédg thafi hé, who bas taken the -

lnmepmnuobmummypﬁrof boou md I'purswhen be
leaves the world.

" For if when he has gotten hk Mnﬂted &“&M MM‘,
or all 'his'boots, his foul is to-go to his own place; ag’

foul needs muft that has not-tlofed with Jhstrs Crrrst,

is not born sgain-of Gop ; how cair we fay, tkwt he who his
wom out his life in rifing an hundred thewfand ponrdi, has
actod & wiler part for himfelf;, -however bs modey m#y profic
others, than he .who has had the fame.cire- # -ptdride’h
hundred thoufand pair of boots and fpuss, and as many great
coats ?

It would be endlefs to multiply examples of this kind, to
fhew how little is loft, and how greatly they are miftaken,

who imagine: tbcy fiould rénder themftves' dult’ and- comfort- -
lofs bymmdmnga f1i& piety'into every eondiﬁonofhmm
life.

Examples of gteat piety are not now common in the world;
but the mlfery and Jolly of wurldly men, andivsin and ¢triflijg
women, is what smeets your.eyes in every plase ; smd you nead
not look far to fee; how:poorly, - hpw weialy u:n -dreamn. uny
their Jives for wang of renl devorién: >

This iy the vealon that I bave-laid m m(omlny
charalérs of. ilre. vanity of al.werldly life, to-tencl your ©
ke fome-beacfit of the cosruption.of. the age, and that youu
maylieh«le wﬂ'e,thoughu&iytc‘gbecfm -phety
is, yet by foeing’ wlut m\ﬁry :nd felly rqga wbcre pkty k '
Bot.

To meditate upon th po:iuam uf the- dMne utrib-!es
o consemplaie: the love .of Bob .in CuRie, <he: glosies oF

heaven,
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heaven, the joys of faiats and aogels, living for ever in the
brightnefs and glory of the divine prefence; thefe are the me-
ditations of fouls advanced in piety, and not fo fuited to every
&apacity.
But to fee and confider the emptinefs and error of all
worldly-happinefs; to fee the groflnefs of fenfuality, the poor- -
nefs of pride, the ftupidity of cavetoufnefs, the vanity of drefs,
the delufion of bonour, the blindnefs of our paflions, ‘the un-
certainty of our lives, apd the.thortnefs of all worldly.pro-
" jeQs; thefe are meditations which are fuited to all capacities,
and fitted to ftrike all minds;: This is that « wifdom that
crictb, and putteth forth her voice in the ftreets,” that flandeth
at all our doors, that appealeth to all our fenfes, teachiog us
in every thing, and every' where, by all that we fee, and all
that we hear, by births and burials, by ficknefs and health,
by life and death, by pains and poverty, by mifery and vanity,
apd by all the changes and chances of life; that there is no-
thing el for man to'look, after, no other end in nature for
him. to drive at, buta hlppln&‘fss which is enly to be found
ina luﬁ deveted to Gobe .

CHAP VI

Shwug excollency and xtqmcﬁ of & devext ﬁmt, aid prove
ing that & comtrary [pirit, is an indication of great iguerance end
- Supidity.

Have now finithed what was intended ; I have explamel
the nature of cbriffian devetion, -and fhewn that it belongs

to all orders, and more-efptcially to thofe whofe foreunes fet
them above the common: level of mankind., I have éndeas
voured to point out' to you, the chief canfes of the general in-
dcvouoa of the profefling chriftian world ; and have thewn in
variss charaBers, how poor, how. miferable they live, who
are firangers to a life wholly devated to Gop. I fhall caly
add 2 word or two by way of conclufion, to prove that fer-
vent devotion is the nobleft temper of the gmte& and nobleft
fouls’; and that a want of devetion, wherever it is, either
amongﬂ the learned or ualcaraed, is feunded in grofs igno-
. Iance,
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tance, ahd it the greateft blindnefs and infenfibility that can
happen to a rational creature.

And here, I fuppofe it will be granted on all hands; that it
is a fign of a great and noble mind for a man to be full of
reverence and duty to his parents, to have the trueft love and
honeur for his friend; and to excel in the higheft inftances of
gratitude to his benefalor. Are not thefe témpers; in the
higheft degree, ﬁgns of the moft exalted and perfe& minds?

And yet what is devotion, but the higheft exercife of thefe
tempers, of duty; reverence, love; bonour, and gratitnde, to the
amiable, glorious parent, friend and benefactor of all mankind?
So long, therefore; as duty to parents, love to ftiends, and
gratitude to benefattors, are thought gréat and honourable
tempers; devotion, which is nothing elfe but duty; love, and
gratitude to Gop, muft have the chief place amonglt out
higheft virtues.

Again; we know how our blefled Lokp a&ed in a human
body ; it was ¢ his meat and drink to do the will of his Fathet
which is in heaven.” And if any number of heavenly fpirits
were to leave their habitations in the light of GoB, and be
for a while united to human bodies they would certainly.tend
towards Gob in all their adtions; ahd be as heavenly as they
could, in a ftate of fleth and blood:

They would a& in this manner; becaufe they know that
Gob is the only good of all fpirits; and that whether they
were in the. body or out of the body, in heaven or on earthy
they muft have every degree of their greatnels. apd happinels
from ‘Gop alone, All human fpirits therefore, the dhore ex-
alted they are, and the mote they know their divine original,
and the nearer they come to heavenly fpirits, by fo much the
more will they live to Gob in all their a&ions, aud make theif
whole life a ftate ‘of devotion.

A devout man makes a true ufe of his teafon; hic fecs
through the vanity of the world; difcovers the corruption of
his nature, and the blindnefs of his pafions. He lives by &
law which is not vifible to vulgar eyes; he enters into the
world of /pirits; he compares the greateft things, fets eternity
againft time; and chufes rather to be for ever great in the
prefence of Gop when he dies, than to-bave the greateft {hare
of worldly pleafutes whilft he lives. There is nothing, there-

Vor. 1V. Ee forey
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fore, that fhews fo great a genius, nothing that (b faifes s
above vulgar fpirits, nothing that fo plainly declares an beroit
greatnefs of mind, as great and fervent devotion.

When you fuppofe a man to be a faint, or all devotion, you
have raifed him as much above aH other conditions of life, as
a philoSpher is above an animal.

The greateft fpirits of the heathen world, fuch as Pytbagoras,
Socrates, Plato, Epiftetus, and Marcus Antoninus, owed all their
greatne(s to fomething they poflefled, that refembled devotion.
‘Their wifdem and deep contemplations, tended only to deliver
men from the vanity of the world, and the flavery of bodily
pafions; and had they been endowed with the revelation of -
Jesus CurisT, they might have juftly been fltiled great and
devout men. For their main end of living, feemed to be,
that they might a& as fpirits that came from Gon, and were
foon to return to him.

But to proceed : Courage and bravery are words of a great
found, and feem to fignify an heroic fpirit; but yet humility,
which feems to be the loweft, meaneft part of devotion, is a
more certain argument of a noble and courageous mind. A
man that dares be poor and contemptible in the eyes of the
world, to approve himfelf to JEsus CHRIST ; that refifts and
rejeQs all human glory, that oppofes the clamour of his paf-
fions, that meekly puts up all injuries and wrongs, and dares
ftay for his reward, till the invifible hand of Gob gives to
every one their proper places, endures a much greater trial,
and exerts a nobler fortitude, than he that is bold and danng
in the fire of battle. For the boldnefs of a foldier, if he is
a ftranger to devotion, is rather weaknefs than fortitude ; it
is at beft but mad paffion, and heated fpirits, and has no more
true valour in it, than the fury of a tyger, For as we cannot
lift up a hand, or flir a foot, but by a power that is lent us
from Gob ; fo bold altions that are not dire&ed by the laws
of Gop, and done with a regard to his glory, are no more
true bravery, than fedate malice is chriftian patience.

Farther; That part of devotion which expreffes itfelf in
forrowful confeffions, and penitential tears of a broken ard
contrite heart, which with fome feems likewife another of thé
pooreft and meaneft things'; is notwithftanding an indication
- of the moft great and noble mind. For who does not acknow-
ledge
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Jedge it an inflance of an ingenuous, generous gnd brayd
mind, to acknowledge a fault, and afk pardon for any oﬁ'qnccf
Are not the fineft and moft improved minds the moft remark-
able for this excellent temper? Is it not alfo allowed, that the
ingenuity and excellency of 4 man’s fpirit is much thewn;
Wwhen his forrow and indignation at himfelf, rifes in pro-
portion to the folly of his crime, and the goodnefs and great-
nefs of the perfon he has offended ? Now if thefe things are
fo, then the greater any man’s mind is, the miore he wijll be
difpofed to proftrate himfelf, and cdnfels his faules before
Gop, in all the humbleft a&ts and expreflions of repentance.
And the greater the ingenuity, the generbfity, judgment, ind
penetration of his mind.is, the more will he exercife and in-
dulge a paffionate, tender fenfe of Gon’s juft difpleafure ; and
the: more he knows of the greatnefs, the goodnefs, and per-
fection of the divine nature, the fuller of thame and confufior
he will be at his own fins and ingratitude. '

From all which confiderations, it plainly appears; that de-
votion is a true elevation of the foul, and that a lively fenfe
of honoury and great knowledge of ourfelves, are the beff
natural helps that devotion hath.  And if this does not prove;
that great devotion is the noblefl temper of the greateft dnd noblef
Jouls, we have not an argument to prove; that there js any
fuch thing as a wife man or a fool. '

On the other hand, it will as evidently appear that a Want
of devotion; wherever it is, among the learned of unlearned,
is founded on grofs igriorance, and the greatet blindnefs and
infenfibility that can happen to a rational creature,

People indeed of fine parts and learning; or of great knbw.
ledge in worldly matters, thay perhaps think it haid to have
their want of devotion charged upon their ignoranée; but if
they will be content to be tried by reafon and fcripture, it
may foon be made appear. For were not our Lokb and his

apoftles, eminent inftances of great atid eRalted devotion #

And if we will grant, (as all profeffed chriftiins muft grant)
that their devotion was founded on a true khowledge of the
nature of devotidn, the nature of GoB; and the hature of’

fnan ; then it is plain, that 4l thoft who are infenfible of

devotion, neither know pr‘, thcmfclvés, noy devotion.
Pray-how comes it to pafi; that moft people hdve recoirfe

Eea2 W
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to devotlon, when they are under ficknefs, diftrefs, or-in fear
of death? Is it not, becaufe this ftate fhews them more the
want of Gop, and their own weaknefs, than they perceive at
other times? And if devotion at thefe feafons, is the effe&t of
a better knowledge of Gop, and ourfelves, then the negle@
and want of it at other times muft be always owing to igno-
rance. Ignorance did I fay? Yes, undoubtedly, and that the
moft fhameful ignarance : for it is an ignorance of thofe things,
which are moft effential to us as rational creatures; I mean
our relation to Gop, and the obligations we lic under to live
wholly to his glory.

If a Judge had fine fkill in painting, architeGure, and
mufic, but at the fame time had grofs and comfufed notions
of equity, and a poor, dull apprehenfion of the value of juftice,
who would fcruple to reckon him a poor ignorant Judge? If
a Bifhop fhould be a man of great addrefs and fkill in the
art of preferment, and of a quick underftanding how to raife
and enrich his family in the world, but thould have no tafte
or fenfe of the maxims and principles of the faints and fathers
of the church; if he did not conceive the holy nature, and
great obligations of his calling, and judge it better to be
crucified to the world, than ta live idly in pomp and fplendor;
who would feruple to charge fuch a Bifhop with want of
underftanding ? ‘

But now, if a Judge is to be reckoned ignorant, nay
fhamefully fo, if he does not fecl and perceive the value and
worth of juftice; if a Bithop is to be looked upon as void
of underftanding, if he is more experienced in other things,
than in the exalted virtues of his apoftolical calling; then
all common chriftians are to be looked upon as mere or lefs
thamefully ignorant, as they are more or lefs ignorant of
thofe great things, which are the common, and ought to. be
the greateft concern of all chriftians.

If a man had eyes that could fce beyond the ftars, or pierce
into the heart of the earth, but could not fee the things that
were before him, or difcern any thing that was ferviceable to
him, we fhould reckon that he bad but a very bad fight.
And if another had ears that recgived founds from the world
in the moon, but could hear nothing that was faid or done
upon earth, we fhould look upon him to be as bad as deaf.

5 In
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In like manner, if 2 man has a memory that can retain a
great many things ; if he has a wit that is fharp and acute in
arts and fciences, or an imagination that can wander agree-
ably in fitions; but has a dull, poor apprehenfion of his
duty and relation to Gop, of the value of piety, or the worth
of an intereft in the righteoufnefs of JEsus CurisT, he may
very juftly be reckoned to have a very bad underftanding.
He is but like the man that can only fee or hear fuch things
as are of no benefit to him.

If an human fpirit fhould imagine fome mighty Prince to be
greater than Gop, we fhould take it for a poor, ignorant
creature ; all people would acknowledge fuch an imagination
to be the height of ftupidity : But if this fame human fpirit
fhould think it better to be devoted to fome mighty Prince,
than to be devoted to Gop, would not this be a geeater proof
of a poor, ignorant, and blinded nature ?

Yet this is what all people do, who think any thing
greater, better, or wifer, than a devout life. So that which
way foever we confider this matter, it plainly appears, that
devotion is an inftance of great judgment, and of an
elevated nature; and the want of devotion is a certain
proof of the moft fhamefu) ignorange, and want of under-
ftanding.

Would you therefore not incur the imputation of the
higheft folly, and moft fhameful ignorance; would you be
pofefled of the nobleft and moft exalted judgment; would
you avoid the fenfelefs and vexatious miferies that attend a
vain, fenfual, and indevout life; would you a& like a rational
and redeemed creature; would you enjoy folid peace and hap-
pinefs here, and have a well grounded hope and affurance of
being invefted with eternal joy and comfort in the blifsful
fruition of the glorious and ever-blefled Gob hereafter ; let it
be yout bighe®t concern henceforward, to afk, feck, and
knock at the doar of divine grace, till you obtain a true
living faith in the righteoufnefs of the once humbled but now
exalted Redeemer, and as a proof of that, to devote yourfelf
entirely, without referve, to his honour, and do all the good
you poffibly can to all yoyr fellow-creatures, for his great
name’s {ake,

Eeg3 PRE-
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PRETFACE

To a New EpiTioN of the

"HOM,ILIES,

As intended to have been publifhed by
‘Mr. WHITEFIELD.

HE word Homily fignifies a fermon. Confequently the
book of homflies, implies a book of fermons. Parti-
cularly that book, which was compofed by thofe great refor-
mers, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, and others, in the
beginning of the reign of that Fsfiab of his age, Edward the
Sixth, It was again republithed, after the fhort interval of
‘bloody Mary’s government, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
and continued interwoven with our ecclefiaftical conftitution,
under her immediate fucceflor King Fames the firft. Even
to this very day, the thirty-ninth article of our church runs
thus: ¢ The fecond book of Homilies, the feveral titles
¢ whereof we have joined under this article, doth contain a
# godly and wholefome doftrine, and neceffary for thefe
% times ; as doth the former book of Homilies, which were fet
* forth in the time of Edward the fixth; and therefore we
#¢ judge them to be read in churches by the mlmfters, diligently
¢ and dlﬂmaly, that they may be underftanded of by the
¢ people.”

Such are the exprefs words of our 3gth article; and yet,
though we fubfcribe this article, which enjoins thefe Homilies
to be read in our churches by the minifters diligently and di-
#in&ly, this is fo far ftom being our praltice, that alm?&

or
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fieadily to the Homilies, Articles, and Liturgy of the Church
of En‘lands and who at the fame time endeavour to adorm
ber godly and wholefome do&rines therein comtained, (as
being in their judgments the do&rines of their Lord and
Saviour Jesus CHrisT) with a fuitable life and converfa-
ton.

If this is to be vile, Gop grant they may be more vile!
If this be enthufiafm, Gop grant it an univerfal flow! For
the confequence I know will be, that not only our own, but
every progeftant reformed church, would then not only be a
common barrier againft popery and prephbanenefs, but would
‘fhime as bright as the fun, be as fair as the maon, and terri-
ble like an army with banoers. That this may be our bappy
. cale, is the hearty prayer of,

: : Chriftian reader,

" Thy, &c.
GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

N

BLESSED Lorp, who haft caufed all holy feriptures to

be written for bur learning ; grant that we may in fuch
wife hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft thew,
that by patience and comfort of thy holy word, we may em-
brace and ever hold faft the blefled hope of everafting life,
which thou haft ‘given us in.our Savnour Jesus Crrisr.
Amen |

# ‘The Fomily on the Holy Scriptures.

Cime, Holy Ghoft, onr bearts infpire,
Let x5 thy influence prove ;

Source of the old propbetic fire,
Fownain of life and lpue,

.Come, Holy Ghoft (for mev'd by ‘Tbc:,
Thy boly propbeis fpoke) °
Unlock the truth, thyfelf the key,
" Unfeal the facred baok.

® A feparato gdition, with uhe Honiliss heve feleSied, is intended to
be yublxﬂ;cdq
. Expand
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Expand thy wings, prolific dove, -

Brood o'er our nature’s night ;
On our diforder’d fpirits move, . -
And let there now be light,

Gonb through Himfelf we then fball know, . .
If thou within us fine ;

And found with all thy faints below,
The depths of love divine

IL.

ALMIGHTY and everlafting Gop, who hateft nothing

that thou haft made, and doft forgive the fins of all them
that are penitent ; create and make in us new and contrite
bearts, that we worthily lamenting our fins, and acknowledg-
ing our wretchednefs, may obtain of thee the Gop of all mercy,
perfe&t remiflion and forgivenefs, through Jxsus CHRrIsT aur
Lorp. Amen!

., TURN thou us, O good Lorp, and fo fhall we be
twrned. Be favourable, O Lorp, be favourable to ‘thy
people, who turn to thee in weeping, falting and praying ; for
thou art a merciful Gob, full of compaffion, long-fuffering,
snd of great pity. Thou fpmﬁ when we deferve punifhe
mant, and in thy wrath thinkeft upon mercy. Spare thy
people, good Lorp, fpare them, and let not thine heritage
be brought to confufion. Hear us, O LoRrb, for tiry mercy
is great, and after the multitude of thy mercies look upea: us,
through the merits and mediation of thy bkﬂ'nd Son' Jasvs
Curist our Lorp. Amen!

“The Homily on the Mifery -of Mankind.
Lol?:n, we are vile, conceiv’d in ﬁ,
And birn unboly and unclean ;
Sprung from the man, whofe guilty fall
Corrapts the race, and taints us all.

Soon
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Poom as we draw our infant breath,
The feeds of fin grow up'for death ;
Thy law demands a perfe@l beart,
But we're defild ins ev'ry part.

Behold, we fall before thy face,

Our enly refuge is thy grace ;

Ne outward forms can make us clean,
The leprofy lies decp within. '

Jesvus, our Gob, thy blood alone
Hath power fufficient to atone ;

Lorbp, let us beir thy pard ming voice,
And make our dawncafl hearts rejoige.

111,

ALMIGHTY Gon, father of our Lorp Jesus CurisT,

maker of all things, judge of all men ; we acknowledge
and bewail our manifold fins and wickednels, which we from
time to time moft grievouflly have committed, by thought,
word and deed, againft thy divine Majefty, provoking moft
juftly thy wrath and indignation againft us. We do earneftly
repent, and are heartily forry for thefe our mifdoings; the
remembrance of them is grievous unto us ; the burden of them
is intolerable. Have mercy upon ws, have mercy upon usy
moft merciful Father; for thy Son our Lorb Jesus CurisT’s
{ake, forgive us all that is paft, and grant that we may ever
bereafter ferve and pleafe thee in newnefs of life, to the
bonoar and glory of thy name, through Jesus Curist our
Lorp. Amen! I

The Homily on the 8alvation of Mankind,

Bury'd in fbadows of the night,

We lie, "tll CHRIST reflores the light 3
* Wifdom defcends to beal the blind,

And chace the darknefs of the mind.

Lof
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Lof? guiliy fouls are drown'd in yars,
>Till the atoning blocd appears ;
Then they awghe from ducp difirefs, \
And fing the LORD sxr righteoufnefs.

Jrsus bebolds where Satan reigns,
Binding bis flaves in beavy chains ;
He fets the prisner free, and bresks
The irom bondage from our necks.

Poor helplefs worms in Thee poffefs

Grace, wifdom, power and righteoufnefs :
Thou art our mighty All ; may we

Give our whele felves, O Lorp, to Thee !

IV,

ALMIG HTY and everlating Gop, who haft given unto

us thy fervants, grace, by the confeflion of a true faith
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the
power of the divine Majefty to worfhip the Unity ; we befeech
thee, that thou wouldft keep us ftedfat in this faith, and
evermore defend us from all adverfities, who liveft and reigneft
ane Gop, world without erd. Amen !

The Homily on Faith.

Nt all the blood of beafis,
On Jewith altars flain,

Could give the guilty confcience peace,
Or wa/b away the flain.

But Curist, the beav'nly Lamb,
Takes all our fins away;

A facrifice of nebler name,
And richer blood than they.

My faith would lay ber hand
On that dear bead of thine,

Wbile like a penitent I fland,
And there confefs my fm. .



[ 442 ]
My foul looks baok 2o fee
The burdens thou didft bear,
W hen banging on the curfed tree,
And bopes ber guilt was there.

Believing, we rejoice
To fee the curfe remove ;
We blefs the Lamb with chearful voice,
And fing bis bleeding love.

V.

T ORD, we pray thee, ‘that thy grace may always prevent
and follow us j and make us continually to be given to
all good works, through Jesus €xrisT our Lorp. Amen!

GRANT, we befcech thee, Almighty Gop, _that the
words which we have heard this day with our outward ears,
may through thy grace be fo grafted inwardly in our hearts,
that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to

the honour and praife of thy name, through Jesus Curis?
our Lorp, Amen !

The Homily on Good Works.

Zion’s a garden wall'd around,
Chofen, and made peculiar ground ;
A little fpot enclos’d by grace,
Out of the world’s wide wildernefi.

Like fpicy trees, believers fland,
Planted by.an Almighty band ;

And all the fprings in Zion flow,
To make the rich plontation grow.

Awake, O beav'nly wind, and comey .
Blow on thy garden of perfume ;
8pirit divine, defeend, and breathe

A gracious gale on plants beneath,

Make
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Make thou our fpices flow abroad,
A grateful incenfe to dur Gob ;
Let faith and ke aid joy appeary
And svery grase be aBive bwre,

VL

ALMIG HTY Gob, unto whom all hearts are open, alf
, defires known; and from whom no fecrets are hid;

tleanfe the thoughts of our hearts by the infpiration of thy
Holy Spirit, that we may perfedtly love thes, and worthily
magnify thy holy Name, through ChrisT our Lozp.
Amen |

O Lorp, who haft taught us, that all our deings without
charity are nothing worth ; fend thy Holy Gheft, and pour
into our hearts that moft excelient gift of charity, the very
bond of peace and of .all virtwes, without which, whofoever
liveth is counted dead before thae, Grant thisy for thy only
Son Jesus CHRIST's fake. Amen !

The Homily on Charity.

Come, dearefl LorD, defeend and dewell,
By faith and love, in ev'ry breaft ;
Then fball we know, and tafte, and fedl,
" The joys that cannot be-exprefs'd.

Come, fill our hearts swith inward fivength,
Moake our enlarged fouls poffefs

And learn the beight, and breadsh axd length
Of thine unmeafarabdle grace. ,

Now to the Gop whofe power can do
More than our thoughts or wifbes knnw,

B¢ cverlafling honours done,

By all the church, through CurisT bis Son !

Vor. 1V, Ff VIL
41
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VIL

ALMIGHTY Gop, who haft given us thy enly be-
gotten Son to take .our.mature. upon Him, and as at
this time to be born of a pure virgin; grant that we be-
ing regenerate and made thy children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit, through our Lorp
Jusus CHRIST, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
fame Spirit, ever one Gop, world without end. Amen!

The Homily for the Nativity, &c. .

Father, our hearts we lift
Up to thy gracious throne,

And blefs thee for the precious gift
Of thine incarnate Son.

The gift unfpeakable
We thankfully recesve,

And to the world thy gosdnefs tell :

- Oh may we to thee Jive !

JEsus, the Holy Cbild,
Doth by his birth declare,
That Gop and man are reconcil'd,
And one in Him we are.
Salvation, through bis name,
To lof} mankind is giv'n,
And loud bis infant cries proclaim,
A peace *twixt earth and beav'n.

A peaze on earth be brings,
Which never more fball end;
The LorD of befls, the King of kings,
Declares bimfelf omr friend ;
Affumes our flefb and blood,
Angels the wonder fean,
The everlafling Som of Gop,
The mortal Son of man.

O may we all receive - :
The new-born Prince of Peace,
6 : A:d
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And meekly in bis Spiris live;
And in bis bove increafe !
il He convey us bome,
Cry ev'ry foul aloud, .
Come, thou defire of nations, come,
And tdke us all te Gob.

VIIL

WE are chiefly bound to praife thee for thy Son Jestis
CHRIST our Lorp: for he is the vegy Palchal Lamb,
which was offered for us, and hath taken away the fin of thé
world ; who by his death hath deftroyed death, and by his
rifing to life again, hath reftored to us everlafting life. There-
fore with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, ever-
- more praifing thee and faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lorp Gon
-of Hofts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory; Glory bé
to thee, O Lozb moft high. Amen!

“T'he Homily for Goid Friday.
Ye that pafs by, bebold the Man,
The man of grisfs condemn’d for you 3
Tbe Lamb of GoD for finers flain,
Waeping to Calvary purfue.

His facred Limbs they fireich, they tear 3
With nails they faften to the wood
His facred Limbs, expos’d and bare,
Or only cover’d with bis blood.

See there ! bis temples crown'd with thorniy
His bleeding hands extended wide,

His fireaming feet transfixt and torn,
The fountdin gufbing from bis fide.

Ob thot dear fuffering Son of GoD,
"How doth thy beart to_finners move !
Help us to catch thy precious blood,
Help us o tafle thy dying love.
Ffa The
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The carth could to ber centre quake,
Convuls’d whilfl ber creator dy'd;
O may our inmofl nature foake,
And bow, with Jesus crucify'd !

At thy lafi gafp, the graves difplay'd
Their borrors to the upper fhies ;
O that our fouls might burfl the fbade,
’ And, quicken'd by thy death, arife !

The rocks could feel thy pow’rful death, »
. And tremble, and afunder part ;
O rend with thy expiring breath
The karder marble of our beart !

1X.

LMIGHTY Go», who through thine only begotten

Son Jesus CHrisT, hath overcome death, and opened
unto us the gate of everlafting life ; we humbly befeech thee,
that as by thy fpecial grace preventing us, thou doft put
into our minds good defires; fo by thy continual help we
may bring the fame to good effed, threugh Jasus Curist
our Lorp, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghoft, ever one Gop, world without end. Amen !

The Homily for the Refurreion.

Blefd morning, whefe frf? dawning rays
- Bebeld our rifing Gop ;

That faw bim triumph o'er the duft,
And leave bis laft abode !

In the cold prifon of a tomb,
The dead Redeemer lay

*Till the revolving fhies bad brought
The third, tb* appointed day,

Hell and the grave anite their force
To bold out Gobp in vain;
The fleeping conqueror arofe,
And burfi their feecble chain.
: Te
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To thy great mame, Almighty Lorp,
Thefe facred bours we pay ; ’
And loud Hofannas fball proclaim,
The triumpb of the day.

Salvation and immortal praife
To our vicdorious King ;

Let heav'n, and earth, and rocks, and feas,
With glad Hofannas ring.

. X.

GOD, who as at this time didft teach the hearts of thy

faithful people, by fending to them the light of thy Holy
Spirit; grant us by the fame Spirit to bhave a right judg-
ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy com-
fort, through the merits of CHRIsT JEsus our Saviour, who
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the fame Spi-
rit, one Gop, world withoutend. Amen!

Homily on Whitfunday.

FT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we
fhould at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,
O Lorb, Holy Father, Almighty, everlating Gob, through
Jesus CHRrIsT our Lorp, accerding to whofe moft true
promife, the Holy Ghoft ¢came down as at this time from hea-
ven with a fudden great found, as it had been a mighty wind,
In the likenefs of fiery tongues, lighting upon the Apoftles,
‘to teach them, and to lead them into all truth, giving them
both the gift of divers languages, and alfo boldnefs with fer-
vent zeal, conftantly to preach the gofpel to all nations,
whereby we have been brought eut of darknefs and error into
the clear light and: true knowledge of thee, and of thy Son
Jesus Curist. Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify
thy glorious name, evermore praifing thee and faying, Holy,
holy, holy, Lorp Gob of Hofts, heaven and earth are full
of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lorp moft high.
Amen |

Ffg3 Creatsr
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Creator Spirit, by whofe aid,

The world’s foundations firfR were laid;
Come, vifit ev'ry waiting mind,

Come pour thy joys on human-kind ;

From fin and forrow fet us free,

And make us temples worthy thee,

O fource of uncreated heat,

The Fother's promis'd paraclete !
Thrice boly fount, immortal fire,

Our bearts with beavenly love infpire ;
Come and thy facred unélion bring,
To fanétify us, while we fing.

Create all new, our wills controul,
Subdue the rebel in our foul;

Chafe from our minds th’ infernal foe,
And peace, the frutt of faith, befiow 5
And left again we go aoftray,

Protec? and guide us in thy way.

Immortal honours, endlefs fame,
Attend th Almighty Father's name ; 3
The Saviour Son be ghrified,

Who for loff Man's redemption dy'd ;
And equal adoration be,

Eternal Comforter, to thee !

PRAYERS




P R A Y E R S

SEVERAL OCCASIONS.

Ffg






L 457 ]
PRAYERS.

A Prayer for e defiring and feeking after the New-Birth.

LESSED Jesus, thou haft told usin thy gofpel, that

unlefs 2 man be born again of the Spirit, and his righte-
oufnefs exceed the outward righteoufnels of the fcribes and
pharifees, he cannot in anywife enter into the kingdom
of Gop. Grant me therefore, I befeech thee, this true
circumcifion of the heart ; and fend down thy blefled Spirit
to work in me that inward holinefs, which alone can make
me nieet to partake of the heavenly inheritance with the
faints in light.

Create in me, 1 befeech thee, a new heart, and renew a
right fpirit within me. For of whom fhall I feek for fuccour
but of thee, O LorD, with whom alone this is poffible ?
Lorbp, if thou wilt, thou canft make me whole ! O fay uato
my foal, as thou didft once unto the poor leper, I will, be
thou renewed. Have campaffion on me, Q Lozp, as thou
once hadft on blind Bartimeus, who fat by the way-fide beg-

ng.

S‘ - Loxp, thou knowett all things, thou knoweft what I would
hrave thee to do. Grant, Lorp, that I may receive my fight;
for I am conceived and born in Sin; my whole head is fick, -
my whole heart is faint ; from the crown of my head to the fole
of my feet, I am full of wounds and bruifes, and putrifying
feres ; and yet I fee it not. O awaken me, though it be
with thunder, to a fenfible feelimg of the corruptions of my
fallen nature ; and for thy mercies fake, fuffer me no longer
to fit in darknefs, and the thadow of death.

O prick me, prick me to the heart ! Dart down a ray of
that all-quickening light, which firuck thy fervant Sew! to
the ground ; and make me cry out with the trembling jailor,
¥ What fhall I do to be faved 2”

-3 Lorp
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Lorp, behold I pray, and bluth, and am confounded that
1 never prayed on this wife before.

But I have looked upon myfelf as rich, not confidering that
I was, poor, and blind, and -naked. I have trofted to my
own sighteoufnefs. I flattered myfelf I.was whole, and there-
fore blindly thought I had no need of thee, O great phyfi-
cian of fouls, to heal my fickne(s.

But being now convinced by-thy free mercy, that my-own
righteoufnefs is as filthy rags; and that he is only a true
chriftian who is ope inwardly ; behold with ftrong cryings
and tears, and groanings that caonot be uttered, I befeech
thee to vifit me with thy free Spirit, and fay unto thefe dry
bones, Live.

I confe(s, O Lorp, that thy grace is thy own, and that
thy Spirit bloweth where he lifteth. And waft thou to deal
with me after my deferts, and reward me according to my
wickednefles, I had long fince been given over to a reprobate
mind, and had my confcience feared as with a red-hot iron.

But, O Lorp, fince, by fparing me fo long, thou haft
fhewn that thou wouldft not the death of a finner; and fince
thoy haft promifed, that thou wilt give thy holy Spmt to
thofe that afk, J hope thy goodnefs and long-fuffering is in-
tended to lead me to repentance, and that thou wilt not turn
away thy face from me.

Thou feeft, O Lorp, thou feeft, that with the utmoft
carncftnefs and humility of foul, I afk thy holy Spirit of thee,
and am refolved in confidence of thy promife, who canft not
lye, to feek and knock, till I find a door of mercy opened
unto me.

Lorp, fave me, or I perith ; vifit, O yifit me with thy fal-
vation. Lighten mine eyes that I fleep not in death. O let
me no longer continue 3 ftranger to myfelf, but quicken me,
quicken me with thy free Spirit, that I may know myfelf,
even as I am known.

Behold, here I am. Let me do or fuffer what feemeth good
in thy fight, only renew me by thy Spirit in my mind, and
make me a partaker of the divine nature. So fhall I praife.
thee all the days of my life, and give thee thanks for ever
im the glories of thy kingdom, O moft adorable Redeemer }

to
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to whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed
all honour and praife, now and for evermore. Amen,

A Prayer for ome mewly awakened to a Senfe of the
Divine Life. ‘

Almighty and everlafting Father, who in the begin.

ning fpake and it was done, faying, ¢ Let there be
light, and there was light;” O moft adorable Redeemer,
who, when Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit, waft.re~
vealed as the feed of the woman, and 'didft in the ful-
nefs of time die an accurfed death to fave us frem the guile
and .power of our fins, and thereby break the ferpent’s head ;
O blefled and eternal Spirit, who didft once move upon
thé face of the g;eat deep, who didft overthadow the blefled
virgin, who didft defcend on the Son of Gop at his baptifm,
and didft come down after his afcenfion in fiery tongues upon
the heads of each of his apoftles ; O holy, blefled, and glo-
rious Trinity, three perfons and one Gop, by whofe joint
econfultation we were firft made, and into whofe name we
have been again baptized ; Accept my humble and hearty
facrifice of praife and thankfgiving, for calling me out of
darknefs into thy marvelous light; for quickening me when
dead in trefpafles and fins, and moving on the face of my
polluted and difordered (oul.

Thou haft promifed, O Lorb, that thou wilt not quench
the fmoaking flax, or break the bruifed reed. And thou
haft told us, that thy Holy Spirit fhould be in us as a well
of water fpringing up unto eternal life. Finifh therefore, I
befeech thee, ‘the good work begun in my foul, and now
thou baft called me, never let me lic down again in fin.

Thou feeft, O Lorp, the good feed fown in my heart, is
but as yet as a very fmall grain of muftard-feed. O con-
tinue to water, with the dew of thy heavenly bleffing, what
thy own right-hand hath planted, and it fhall become a

great tree.
Thou haft touched the eye of my mind by thy divine power,

and I fee men as trees walking. Let thy holy Spirit, by his
blefled influences, more and more remoye the remaining fcales,
3ill I at length fee all things clearly.

C ' i With
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With thame and confufion of face, O Lomrbp, I confefs,
Iam unworthy of this and all other, thy mercies. For I
have long fince done defpite to the Spirit of grace, crucified
the Son of Gop afrefh, and put him to open fbame. Bot do
thou, who art rich in ‘mercy to all that call upon thee, in
faithfulnefs forgive me what is paft, and grant I may from
henceforward work out my falvation with fear and trembling,
fince thou haft fo gracioufly wrought in me both to will and
to do, after thy good pleafure.

I know, O Lorp, that now thou haft begun to deliver me
out of my natural, and worfe than Egyptian bondage, I muft
expect to pafs through a barren and dry wildernefs, that these
are lions ih the way, that the fons of Anat are to be grappled
with, before I attain to the truc fabbath of the foul.

But thou, angel of the everlafting ¢covenant, who didft
. fend thy miniftring {pirits to refcue righteous Lot, who ledeft
thy fheep by the bands of Mofes and Aaron, and didft ap~
pear in a vifion to Ananias, commanding him to go and lay
his hands upon thy fervant Sau/; fend me always a faithful
and experienced paftor, wha may lead me by the hand, and
keep me from lingring in my fpiritual Sedom, by bis prudept
diretions under thee ; and preferve me from the fnares and
fury of my fpiritual adverfarics, which otherwife may overtaks
and deftroy my foul.

O make me teachable like a little child. Coavert my foul
and bring it low. Grant I may be willing to learn what
things I ought to do, and alfo may have power faitbfully 0
fulfil the fame.

Strcngthen me, I befeech thee, by the holy Spirit, to cut
off a right-hand, to pluck out a right-cye, to lay afide every
weight, efpecially the fin that doth moft eafily befet me ; to
forfake father and mother, brethren and fifters, yea, and my
own life alfo, rather than not be thy difciple.

.. O fuffer me not to deceive my own foul by a pamal refor-
mation. Search me and try me, and examine my heart, and
Jet no fecret unmortified luft or paffion ever keep me from
life everlafting,
" Lorp, Iam not my own: Thou haft bought me with
the price of thy Son’s moft precious blopd..

Thon
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Thou haft often required, and lo! I Mow give thee my
* heart, to the beft of my knowledge, without fecretly keeping
buck the leaft part. For whom have I in heaven but thee,
and, what is there on earth that I can defire in comparifon of
thee !

O mould me into thy own moft blefled image, my Lorbp
and my Gop. Fill me with thy grace here, Bt me for thy
glory hereafter. Even fo, Lorp Jesus. Amen, and Amen,

A Prayer for ane under Spiritual Defertion.

EVER blefled and moft compaffionase Redeemer,
who waft in all things tempted like as we are, fin
only excepted. O thou lover of fouls, who in the days of
thy fleth did#t offer up flrong cries and tears, and waft heard
in that thou fearedft. O thou reftorer of mankind, who waft
#n fuch an sgomy in the garden, that thou didft fweat great
drops of blood, falling to the ground. O thou Almighty
High-Prieft; who, when through the eternal Spirit thou waft
about to make thy foul an offering for fin, waft deferted
of thy Father, and didft cry out, in the bitternefs of thy
foul, “ My Gop, my Gobp, why haft thou forfaken nic.”
O thou, who now fitteft at the right-band of the Father,
continually to make interceflion for us, look down, I be-
feech thee, upbn me, thy unworthy fervant; for thou haft
turned away thy face, and lo! I am troubled ; thou haft
taken off my chariot-wheels, and I drive hearily; thou haft
permitted a cloud to overfhadow me, and an horrible darknefs,
fearfulnefs, and dread to overwhelm me, fo that my fpirit
would uu&ly fink wichin me, did I not believe thou wouldft
yet tarn agm and vifit me.
Father, if it be poffible, remove this bomblc darknefs 3
but if my feul cannot be made perfeét without xt, thy holy,
dly blefied will be dane.
* Lohercl1am! Deal with me as it feemech good in d\y
fight. Only let thy grace be fufficient for me; and in the
midft of my agonies fend down, I befeech thee, an angel
from heaven to firengthen me.
Lo=b, thou knoweidt that Satan hath defired to have me, that
ke may fift me 2 wheat: O grant tha my faith fail not.
Suffer,
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Suffer, O fuffes him not to get an advantage over me; fof
thou art not ignorant of his devices. O let him not fo pre-
vail againft me, as to make me entertain hard thoughts of
thee, my moft loving Mafter, and compaffionate Redeemer.
For I know, thou of very faithfulnefs haft caufed me thus to
be troubled, and doft afli€t me for no other reafon, but to
make me parmker of thy holinefs.

Give me, O give me the fhield of faith, and enable me
to repel all the fiery bla(phemous thoughts, which that
wicked one fhally at any - time, dart into my mind. Let
me drive them off, as carefully as Abrabam did. the birds
that came to devour his facrifice. And oh! let him never
tempt me to think, thou wilt impute them t6 me for fin.

Loxp, thou only knoweft the prefent drynefs and barren«
nefs of my foul, and how liable [ am to be tempted to fret
againft thee, and to feek pleafure in the creature when I can
find no fenfible fatisfaction in thee, my great Redeemer, who
art Gop, blefled for ever.

But, 1 befeech tbee, keep my foul quiet and compofed,
and for thy mercy’s fake, enable me only to take pleefure in
thee, and to fit down folitary in the bitternefs of my fouls
and patiently wait till I can draw comfort from thee, the
fountain of living waters, rather than hew out to myfelf
broken cifterns, that will hold no water.

Never, never let me fall out with any of thy ordimances;
or think I do not pleafe theein my holy duties, becaufe I
have no inward fenfible -pleafure in them myfelf.

Enable me to walk by faith, and not by fight, and to
feek thee in the: ufe of all appointed means, though it be

+ forrowing ; being affured, that after three days I fhall find

thee in the temple; or that thou wilt make thyfelf known
unto me, by breaking of bread, or in fome other way.
. Lorp, Ibelicve (help thou my unbelief) that I am now
talking with thee, as certainly as Adary was, when thou
didft converfe with her at the fepulchre ; though fhe knew
it not. In thy due time reveal thyfelf again to me, as thou
didft to her, and let me hear-the voice of my beloved.

Thou haft promifed, thou wilt not fuffer us to be tempted
above what we are ableto bear, but wilt, with the tempta-

tlon, make 2 way for us te efcape, that we may be able to
bear
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-dear it. Fulfl, O Lorp, this thy promife! And after I
have fuffered a while, ftrengthen, eftablifh, fette, and vifit
me, as thou.didft thy fervant Abrabam, when he returned
from the flaugbter of the five Kings.

Loxp, lift thou up the light-of thy countenmee upon me;
reftore to mic the joy of thy falvation; and when my heart is
duly prepared, and humbled by thefe inward trials, grant me
.a feeling poflefion of thee, my Gop, for the fake of thy dear
Son JEsus Caus'r our Lorp. Amen, Amen.

A4 Prayer for one under the Difpleafure of Relations, for being
ligious.

LESSED Lorp, who haft commanded us to call upon

thee in the time of trouble, and thou wilt deliver us;

apd hatt always fhewn thyfelf to be a Gop heating prayer,

mighty and willing to fave; hear me now, I pray thee, whea
1 call upon thee, for trouble is at hand. :

Thou feeft, O Lorp, how many of my brethren, accord-
ing to the flefh, perfecute me for thy name’s fake; fo that
I muft renounce them, or decline ppenly profeffing thee be-
-fore men.

But Gop forbid I fhould love father or mother, bmhren
.or fifters, more than thee, and thereby prove myfelf not
worthy of thee. No! I haye long fince given thee.my foul
.and my body; fo, lo! I now freelyegive thee my friends alfo.
. I now find by experience, that ds it was formerly, fo it is
.now. They that are barn.after the flefh, do perfecute thofe
that are born aftes the fpirit. Thou cameft not to fend peace
-on earth, but a fword. And unlefs a man forfake all that he
hath, -he cannot be thy difciple.

Lo! I came to perfarm this part of thy will, O my Gop;
.being affured, that whofoever forfaketh father or.mother, bre-
-thren or fifters, houfes or Jands, for thy fake, or the gofpel, thall
receive a hundred-fold in this prefent life, with perfecution,
and in the world to come life everlafting.

I truft, O Lorp, it is for thy fake alone, that I now make
an offering of the favour of .my friends to thee; for thou
-knoweft, O LorD, how continually they cry out againft

me,
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‘the, though 1 ain doing 1o more. than thy holy word® m
requires me to do.

But .do thou,. Q bhﬂ'd Saviour; who fnidﬁ uito : Pmr,;
¢¢ Get thee behind me Satan,” ensble me to flop my esrs
their falie infinuations, charm they never fo fweedy ; for they
favour not the things that be of Gop, but. the things that
be of men. And ualsfs, O Lorp, thon dof help, they wiil
be 2n offenes unto ma, and eaufe me tcdcnythel.olnduc
bought me. .. .

Far be it from me, O Lonn, to be furpnzed becaufe of
thofc offences; for thou haft long fince denounced woe againft
the world becaufe of offences; and I find it is.needfal for
my foul, that fuch offences fhould come, to try what is in
my heart; and to try whether I love thee in deed and i
truth,’

Blefled, therefore, for -ever bieficd be!hy holy name, that
1 am accounted worthy to fuffer for thy name’s fake. O léc
me rejoice, and be excndmg glad, thnt oy nwml fha}} be
great in heaven.

O lat me never regard any of their threatnings s for when
my father and mother forfake me, thoe, O Loxrbp, I ‘ah
-affused, wilt take me wp.

Take me, O take me into the arms of thy merey; fot-
henceforwasd know I no man afeer the flefh ; and whefoever
doth the will of my heavenly Father, the fame fhell be my
brother, and fifter, and mether.

. I know, O Loxrp, I know that this’ mllcxpofeme!odk
derifion and perfecution of-thofe thet are round abost me,
But do thou, who didft feek for the poor beggary after he
was caft out by the Fewifd council, and dié® reveal thyfelf

. unto him, reveal thyfelf to me alfo, when my name is esft
out as evil by my friends and the world. Theugh they curfe,
yet blefs thou me, O Lorp,’ and enable me, 1 mokt humbly
befeech thee, to pray for them, even when they molt defpite-
fully ufe me, and perfecute ma. ¢ Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.”

It is owing, O LoD, to thy free mercy slone, that I
have in any mieafure been enlightened to know thoe sad the
power of thy refurreion. O let the fame grace be fufficiont

) for
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for theth alfo; and make thy almighty power to be knowr
in their converfion. ,

Thou didft once, O blefled Saviour, magnify thy goodnefi

o turning thy feqvant Pau/, from a bitter perfecutor; to bé

a ealous preacher of thy gofpel ‘and iadeft the tremblmg
juilor cry out; even to thofe whofe feet he had hdrt in the
flucks, < Sirs, what fhall I do to be fiived ?”

- Look down, thercfore, 1 befeech thee, in pity and coma
pafion, on thofe of my own HouthoM ; and after I am con-
verted myfelfy niske me or fome other petfon ihftrutiental td
firengthen thefe my weak brethren; that though we are now
divided amongit ourfelves, two againft thrée, and three again
two, yet we may at laft, all with one heart and one mouth,
plorify thee, O Lorp ; that thou mayeft comia and abide withi
us, and love us ds thou didft Letarus, Mary, and her fifter
Martha, Grant this; O Saviour, for thy infinite merits fakel
Amen ind Amen,

A Pra’;cr foi' one entrufied wilh the Educatioi of Children.

Deareft Jrsts, who gathereft thy lambs into tHy bofom;

and didft folemnly cobmmand thy fervant Peter, to feet;
them ; grant I may thew thit I love tHee more than all thingsj
by doitig 48 thou Haft cotnmanded him.

Lortp, who am I, or what is in me, that thon fould thus

ut honour upon me, in making me any way inftrumental td
f he prepiting fodls for thee ! O thoi blefled Saviour, I have
Firined againft heaven, and am no more worthy to be called thy
fom, much lefs to be emploged in the fervice of thy children.

Buit finte thou haft been pleafed in me, to thew forth all thy
inercy, ard haft called me by thy good providence to thid
blefled work, grint I may always femember, that the Jitrdle
flock committed to my charge, are bouglit with the price of
thy own moft precious blood. And let it, therefore, be my
tneat and dfink, to feed theta with the fincere mﬂk of thy
word, that they may grow thereby. .

T'o this end, I befecth theé of thy free grace, firlt ib con-
Yett my 6wn fodl and caufe the td become like a little clnld;
that from ahi expenmental knowledge of my own cotruptions,

1 may have my fpiritual fenfes exercifed, to difcern the firft
emotions of evil thiat may ac any time drife in their hgarts.

. Vo l:stha Gg O give
4 .
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O give me, [ befeech thee, a difcerning fpirit, that I may
fearch, and try, and examine the different tempers.of their
fin-fick fouls; and, like a fkilful phyfician, apply healing or
corrofive medicines, as their refpe@ive maladies may require.

Gracious Jesus, let punithing be always my firange work;
and, If it be poffible, grant that they may be all drawn to -
their duty, as I would be drawn myfelf, by the cords-of love:
And when [ am obliged to corre& them, grant it may not be
to fhew my authority, -or gratify a corrupt paflion, but purely
out of the fame motive from which thou doft correct us, to
make them partakers of thy holinefs.

O'! keep me, [ befeech thee, from being angry without a -
caufe: Permit me not rafhly to be provoked by the infirmities
and perverfenefs of their infant years; but grant I may fhew
all longsfuffering towards them: And by. exercifing fuch
frequent aQs of patience and forbearance, grant I myfelf may
learn the meeknefs and gentlenefs of CHR1sT.

O thou, who didft teach thy difciples how to pray, pour
down, I befeech thee, the Spirit of grace and fupplication
into their hearts, that at all times, and in all places, they
may both defire and know. how to call upon thee by fervent
prayer.

Father, into thy hands I commend my own and tlmt
fpirits : Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi-
ncfs, and blefs them from thy holy hill.

Keep them, O keep them unfpotted from the world; grant
they may fly youthful lufts, and .remember thee, their Crea-
tor, in the days of their youth. Train them up, I befeech thee,
in the way whercin they fhould go; and when they are old,
let them not depart from it.

O thou, who didft fan&lify Feremich from the womb, md
calledft young Samuel betimes, to wear a linnen ephod before -
thee, fan&ify their whole fpirits, fouls and bodies, and pre-
ferve them blamelefs, till the fecond coming of our Lokn
Jesus Curisr.

O thou, who didft enduc Selemen with grace, to clmfe
wifdom before riches and honour ; inclipe their bearts to make
the fame choice of thee, their only good; and may they always
renounce and triumph over the luft of the fleth, the luft of the

-eye, and the pride of life, . i
F indl]:
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Finally, do thou, O blefled Jesus, who at tivelve yeirs old
waft found in the temple, fitting among the Do&ors, both
hearing and alking them queftions, grant, that thefe children
may love to tread the courts of thy Houfe; amd have their ears
bpened betimes, to-receive the difcipline of wifdom, that foy
if it be thy good pleafurey to prolang the tirhe of their pil-
grimage, here on earthy they may thine as lights in the world;
or, if thou feeft it beft, to bring down their ftrength in theif
journey, arid to fhorten their days; they may be early fitted
by purity of heart; to fing eternal Hallelujah's to thee, thé
Father, and the Holy Ghoft; in the kingdom of heaven for
ever. Grant this, O Father, for thy dear Son’s fake; Jesvg
CHrisT our borp. Aminy, Amen. '

A Prayer for a Perfon in Wani.

"\ Ail-powerful and gricious Gob, who didft bring water

out of a rock for the children of Ifrael, and water
out of a jaw-bone to fuftain a thirfty Samfon; who hadft
compaffion upon Hagar wheén fhe was ready to perith, who
fenteft ravens to feed Elijab, and doft feed the young ravens
who daily call upon theey behold me, O Lorp, who now
cry unto thee in great diftrefs.

I confefs, O Lorp, I am unworthy of the crumbs which
fall from any rich man’s table. Waft thou to deal with me
according to my deferts; I thould now be lifting up my eyes
in torments. But in the midft of judgment, remember mercy.
Thou; O LoRb; art the preferver of the body, _ Thou baft
declared, that godlinefs has the promife of the life that now.
is, and that if we feck firft the kingdom of Gop and his
righteoufnefs; food and raiment fhall be added unto us. Fulfil
¢heft promifes ini me thy unworthy fervant. .

I behold the lillies of the field, they toil not, rieithet do they
fpin; wilt thou not feed me? l‘,ono, I believe ; O help my
unbelief! [ am afhamed that I have fo little faith. Lorp
JEsus, thou Son of David, I belicve that thiou wilt help me.
Orily give me patitnce to wait till the hour appointed for
helping mie; is fully come. I krow, in thy dué time, thou
wilt turn-my watet into wiite; and richly fupply all my wants,
Patiently let me tarry thy Jeifure.  Never let me frer againft

Ggz2 thee,
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thez; my Lorp. Though I am poor, let me not be tempited
to fteal ; but ftrengthen me, 1 befeech thee, againft Satan’s
affaults. Let me know, that man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceed=th out of the mouth
of thee, my Gop. Though poor as Lczarus, yet, when I
die, let me be carried by angels into dbrabam’s bofom. And
however thou mayzft be pleafed to deal with my body, Lorp,
feed my foul, I befeech thee, with that bread which cometh
down from heaven. Thqugh poer in this werld, O let me
be rich in faith. Suffer me not to ftagger a¢ thy promifes
through unbelief. Let the poverty of my bedy be a means
of humbling my proud heart. O lct me not be affamed of
iy low eftate, fince thou, O Lorp, didft not difdain to let
women minifter to thee of their fubftance, and hadft not
where to lay thy head. Help me to fanétify thee my Lorp
Gonb in my heart, and bring me fafe at laft to thy heavenly
kingdom; through JEsus CuRrisT, my only Advocate and
Redeemer, - Amen.

- A Prayer before Singing of Plfalms

7\ Almighty Gop, who out of the mouths of babes arid
fucklings haft petfected praife; open our mouths; that
our lips may fhew forth thy praife. Let our fouls be filled as
with martow and fatnefs, and out of the abundance of oor
Nearts, ‘let our mouths fpeak. Emable us to fing with the
fpirie; as well as with the underftanding, and to make melody
in our hearts uito thee, O Lorp. O let us rejoict in thee
evermore, and help us to fhew forth our thankfulnefs not
only with our lips; but in our lives; and from praifing thee
Rere, LoRD grant we may; at the hour of death, be tranffated
to join with angels and archangels, and the {pirits of juft mest
~ made perfed, to praife thee eternally hereafter. Eten fo;
Lorbd Jesus, Lmen and Amen.

\

' A Prayer for One before be goes to bis Labosr.

All-gracious, and ever-blefled Lorp Gop, who; whett

thou hadft placed the firft man in the garden of Bdmy

didft command him to drefs it, and after he had eaten the for-
. bidden fruit, didft impofe this as a part of the divine curfe
! upon
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upon him, that he fhould eat his bread by the fweat of his
brows : O moft adorable Jxsug, who thylelf didft work at the
trade of a carpenter, and haft by an Apoftle, commanded all
to abide in the vocation wherewith they are called by thee, O
profper thou my handy-work. _ '

Bahold, in obedience to thy tommand, 1 now o forth tg
labout for the meat which perifheth. O let me do it with 4
fingle eye to thy glory, and fuffer me never to forget to fecure
that meat which endureth to eveilafting life. Let me not be
fo cumbered about the many things of this life, as to negleét
the one thing needful. O let me walk with thee all the day
Jong ; and though my body be on earth, Lorp let my heart
and affe&ionsbe fixed on thee in heaven, dnd preferve me, Imoft
humbly befeeth thee, in my zoing out and toming in, from this
time forth and for evermore. Do thou, who'didft appear to
the difciples when they were fithing and mending their nets,
tnanifeft thyfelf unto me, when employed 'in the bufinefs of
my lawful calling. Do thou, who calledt Muatthew from
the receipt of cuftom, call me effectually by thy grace. Grant,
O Lorb, that I thay not ftand any of my time idle, but be
continually improving my talent, that whether I live; I may
tive unto thee, or whether I die, I may die unto thee, Q
Lorp; fo that whether living or dying, I may be thine. ©O
never let me be fike the unjuft fteward, afhamed to dig. Suffer
me ‘not to be flothful in bufinefs, but grant I may be always
fervear in fpirit, ferving thee, O Lorp. Lift up my hands
when they hang down ; ftrengthen, O ftrengthen my feeble
knees, let not the fun batn me by day, nor the moon hurt
me by night. Provide for me to-day, and keep me from being
folicitonfly careful for the morrow : and after the labour of
this troublefome world is over, tranflate me, O Lorp, toge-
ther with all thy faithfal fervants, to that happy place, where
wefhall enjoy an’everlafting reft, with thee O Father, with
thee O Son, and with thee O Holy Ghoft ; to whom, as three
perfons, but one Gob, be afcribed, as is moft due, by anpels,
and archangels, cherubim and feraphim, by things on heaven,
and things on earth, all honour, power, might, majeﬂ'( and

dominion, now and for evermore. Amen and Anmen.

Gg3 4 Prayes

-



[ 470 ]

' A Prayer for a Rich Man.

Sovereign and all-bopntiful Lorp Gop, who makeff
poor, and makeft rich, and doft govern all things both
in heaven and earth, accept my unfeigaed facrifice of praife
;}V thankfgiving, for giving me all things richly to enjoy,
hat am I, O Lorp, what is in me, that I fhould have
bread cnqugh and to fpare, whilft fo many are ready to perith
with hunger?  Not my merit, O Loz, but thy mercy ; not
my foreﬁght, but thy fovereign good-will and pleafure hag
made me thys to differ from, and hath exalted me ahove my
prethren. O let nqt my profperity deftroy me ; but as thoy
haft made me rich in this werld’s goods, for thy infinitg
mercy’s fake, make me rich towards thee, rich in faith and
good works. Suffer me not, O Lorb, to fay unto gold, thoy
art my hope, or unto the fine gold, thou art my confidence,
Let me not truft in uncertain riches, but in thee, the ever-
living Gop. Let me not lay up for myfelf treafures on earth,
where moth and ruft do corrupt, apd where thieves break
through and fteal ; but grant I may lay up treafures in heaven,
where nejther moth apd ruft do corrupt, nor thieves break
through and fteal.

I know, O Lorp, that this is impoffible with man, and
that it is eafier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than
for a rich man to enter into thy kingdom. But, Abba, Father,
all things are pofible with thee ! Enable me, thercfore, by
the all-fufficiency of thy grace, to fell all things in affetion,
to deny myfelf, take up my crofs, and follaw thee every day.
Give me that faith which overcometh the world. Grant that
I may not indulge myfelf in the luft of the eye, and the pride
of life, or make prov;ﬁon for the flefh to fulfil the luft thereof,
Lorp, let me be given to holpitality. When thy difciples
are fick, incline me, O LoRD, to go to fee them ; when they
are in pnfon, grant I may not be afhamed to yifit them when
tbey are firangers, may I takc them in; when naked, may
I cloath them ; when hungry, may I feed them ; when thirfty,
may 1 give them drink ; may [ be eyes to the blind, and feet
to the lame, a father to the fatherlefs, and caufc the widow's
heart to leap for joy. May I be a follower of thee, O lowly
Jesus, who though thou watk rich, yet for our fakes didft be-

’ come

.
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come poor, and cameft not to be miniftered unto, but ta mi-
mﬂer. O let me ever remember thy words, and count it
more blefled to give than to receive. And, as [ am like a city
built upon a hill, grant that my light may fo fhine before
men, that they fecing my good works, may glorify my Father
which is in heaven. Let my aﬁ'e&ions, O Lorb, be fet on
things above, and not on things of the earth, Let my conver-
fation be in heaven, and grant I may ufe the world, as though I
ufed it not. Make me a faithful fteward of thy mamfo]d gifts,
O Gop, and grant I may not make friends of the accurfed
mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that when my natural life fails,
thy blefled angcls may carry me into everlafting habijtations, and
I may receive that blefled fentence, ¢¢ Well done, thoy good
and faithfyl fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lorp.” Or,
if thou pleafeft, O Lorp, for my trial, to order that my
fiches fhould take themfelves wings, and fly away, grant [
may lcarn haw to want, as well as how to abound, and fay,
with thy fervant 7op, ¢ The Lorp hath given, the Loan
hath taken away : blefled be the name of the Lorp.” Hav-
ing nothing, may I learn to poffefs all things in thec; and in
whatfoever ftate I am, make me therewith content. May I
always behave asa ﬁranger and pilgrim upon earth, and when
iy apponnt.cd time is come, may I not need, like the rich
fool in the gofpel, to have my foul required of me, but chear-
fully give up the ghoft, and be tranflated to join with Abra-
bam, Ifaac, and Facob, and all the other fpirits of juft men
made peifet, to praife thee for ever and ever. Grant this,

O Father, for thy dear Son’s fake JEsus CHRIST oyr Loxm.
' Jmm, and Amen,

A Prayer for a Servant.

Thou high and lofty one, who inhabiteft eternity, yet

) art pleafed to dwell with the bumble heart: O blefled
JEsus, who haft made of one blood, all nations uader heaven,
with whom there is no refpet of perfons, and who in the
days of thy flefh didft go down to heal a centurion’s fick fer-
vant 3 have mercy, I befeech thee, on me, even me, alfo a
poor fervant. Stretch forth the right hand af thy power, to
Jeal all the difeafes of my fin-fick foul, and enable me by thy
Hoaly Spirit, faithfully to difcharge the feveral duties of that
vocation, wher¢to ] am called by thee, Give me grace, I
Ggs moft
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goft humbly befeech thee, to obey my mafter, according to

the flefh, in all things; not with eye-fervice, as a man-

leafer, but with finglenefs of heart, as unto CHRIsT ; know-
ing, that whatfoever any man doth, the fame he fhall receive
of the Lorp, whether pe be bond or free.

Make my obedience to my mafter on earth, like that which
the holy angels pay to thee in heayen. Whep I am com-
“manded to go, miy I go; when I am required to come, may
I come ; whatfoever I am bid to do agreeable to thy wiil, may
Idoit heamly' as unto the Lorp, and not unto men. But
if at any time, O Lorn, to try what is in my heart, thou
fhouldft permit me to be tempted to do any wickednefs, O give
me grace, as thou didft Tofeph, patiently to fubmit to s prifon,
and to deafh ufelf rather than fin againft thee, my Gon‘
knowing that it is thank-worthy, if a man for confcience to-
wards Gop, endure grief, fu&’cnng wrongfnlly Enable me,
O Lopp, to fhew good fidelity in all things committed to my
¢harge. Do thou, who blefledft Abrabam’s fervant, when he
"went to take a wife for his mafter’s fon Ifaac, fo blefs me ig
all my mafter’ sbuﬁncl'a, that he may fee, as Potipbar did, tha

the LorD maketh all that I do to profper in my hands.
" Keep, O Lorb, alfo the door of my lips, that | offend at
po time with my tongue ; let a falfe tongue be far from me,
and let me never lic unto my mafter, as Gebazi did. O let no
fuch unfalthfulnel's cleave unto me ; left by being « partaker
wuh him in his crime, I partake alfo in his pu;nfhmmt
Bndle alfo miy tongue from eyer aanverlng again : may all
Iullennefs and pecyifhnefs of temper be put away from
with all paffion : may I learn of thee, O holy JEsus, to be
meek and lowly in heart; O make me patient of reproof,
willing to be taught, and. fubje® with all fear and godly re-
verence, not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to thg fro-
ward. Orif ever, through the weaknefs of the flefh, I fijould
offend in this point, as Hagar did againft Serab, enable wr,
l befeech thee, immediately to repent and to retarn agaln to
my obedience. Grant alfo, O Lorp, I may behave holily
and unblameably to my fellow-fervants : let no corrupt com-
munication, ner-foolifh talking or jefting, which is not con-
‘venient, at any time come out -of ‘my mouth, but rather
gmng of thanks: ma.y our eonvcrfaaon be always feafoned
‘with

| me— i
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vith the falt of thy holy word, and fuch as may tend to the
edifying one another. :

Endue us all with that charity, which hideth a multitude
of faults ; and if ever, O Lorp, thy glory thould call me to
bring up an ilt report to my mafter againft any of my fellow=
fervants, which, I befecch thee, of thy mercies, I may never
have occafion to do; grant it may be done with gentlenefs
and compaffion, not to infinuate myfelf into my mafter’s fa-
vour, but to prevent them finning againft thee, ‘and thereby
ruihing, their own fouls. Keep us, we befeech thee, from
friving among ourfelves, as Abrabam’s and Lot’s herdfmen
did, about any of the concerns of this life ; but grant we may
be always provoking ‘each other to love and to good works.’
Preferve us, we befecch thee, from envjing one another,
either the favour of our mafter, or any bleffing whatl’ocvet.
Let us not feek our own, but each our brother’s weI{are,
members of the fame body, as dilciples of the famé Lorp.
When one of us fuffers, let alt fuffer ; when one rejoices, lot
all of us rejoice with him. Make us pitiful and tender-hearted
to each other ; and if at any time we fhould have a'quarrel,
gnable us, O Lorp, immediately to’ forgive one another,
even as thou, Gob, for CHRIST’S fake, haft forgiven us,

Finally, O Lorp, endue us with a deep humility, that
we may in brotherly love prefer-one another, and in lowlinefs
of mind each of us efteem his brother better than himfelf. Q
hear all our prayers for our mafter, and grant that he and his
houthold may faithfully ferve thee, our Lorn. O make him
as devout as Cornelins, and us, like the foldiers that waited
upon him, devout alfo. That thus 3dorning thy hely gofpel
in all things, we may, at thy fecond ceming to judge the
world, be rewarded according as we have improved the diffe~
rent talents which we have reccived from thee, O glorioug
Redeemer, who liveft and reigneft with the Father and the
Holy Ghofty ever one Gop, world without end. Amen,

A Prayer for a poar Negroe.

Righteous Father, who haft made of one blood all na-
tions under heaven, and with whom there is no refpe@
perfom logk down from heaven on me a miferable finner.
! " 'And
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And as thou had& once compaflion on the eunuch of the
' Queen of Candace, a negroe like myfelf, O Lorp, let thy
mercy be fhewn in like manner upon me. O fend fome one
to teach me the faying knowledge of Jesus CarisT. Behold
1 am foolith;; 'Lorp, make me wife unto falvation. Lorbo, I
am poor, do thou enrich me by thy Spmt Lorp, Lam
miferable in myfelf, O make me happy in thee. Lorp, I am
naked, O cloath my poor foul with the righteoufnefs of thy
beloved fon JEsus. Blefled be thy name, for bringing me
ayer into a chriftian country. Q Lorp, let me not come in
yain. Make me willing in the day of thy power, and for thy
mercy’s fake, reveal thy dear Son in me. Shew me what it is
fo be born again of thy Spirit, and let JEsus be my wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fanQification, and redemption. Let me kpow,
O Father of lights, how I have died in Adam, and how I muft
be made alive in CHrisT. Make me contented with my
condition, knowing, O Lorb, that thou baft placed me in
it. Let me never .be tempted to rebel 3gainft my mafber or
miftre(s ; and enable me ta be obedient not only ta the good
and gentle, but alfo to the froward. Loap, keep the door of
iny lips, that I ‘may not offend. with my tongue. Keep my
hands from picking and ftealing, and fuffer me not to behave
unﬁ:emly on the LorD’s-day. Blefs my mafter and miftrefs,
and my labours for their fake, Blefs the Governor, and all
that, bear rule in this province, and grant that we may live
under them in all godlinefs and honcfty. Have mercy on my
poar countrymen : Lorp, fuffer them no longer to fit in
darknefs, and in the fhadow of dea;h Arife, thou Son
of Righteoufnefs, arifc with healing under thy wings.
Lxghten our darknefs, we befeech thee, O Lorp, and let us
knaw the truth as itis in Jesus. Grant I may be. truly con.
verted myfelf, and then, if it be thy blefled will, enable me,
O Lorbp, to ﬁrengthcn my poor brethren. O take us poog
negroes for thine inheritance, and ‘blefs all thofe who endea-
vour to teach us thy will. Profper, O Lowrp, the work of
their hands upon: them, O profper thou their handy-work.
Grant they may turn thoufands and ten thoufands of us to
nghtcoufneﬁz, and fhine as the ftars in the firmament for ever

and ever, May we be their j jey and crown of rejoicing in the '

gay of the Lorp stvs, and join.with them for ever and ever
lll
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in finging praifes to thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
to whom, as three ‘perfons, but one Gob, I defire to give all
praife, now and for evermore; Even fo Lorp JEsus, Amen,
and Amen.

JPrayerforaBrrﬁaMreb;gma?wxq

tOD of Abrabam, Gob of [faac, and Gop of Facob,
wha leddeft the people through a wildernefs by a cloud
by day, and a pl)lat of fire by night ; and didft guide the wife
men, on their journey to Ferufalem, by a ftar in the eaft; give
thy angels charge concerning me thy unworthy fervant, that
I may not fo muth as hurt my foot againtt a ftone. Keep
me, O GOD, keep me on my journey, and {uffer me not to -
fall among robbers.  JEsys, thou good Samaritan, take care
of, fupport, defend, and provide for me. Bchold, I go out
by the direcion of thy providence ; Lorb, therefore, ‘let thy
Prefence go along with me, and thy Spirit {peak to my foul,
when I am journeying alone by the way-fide. O let me know
that T am not alone, becaufe my hea,vcnly Father is with me.
eep me from evil company, ‘or, if it be thy will I fhould
i'neet with any, give me courage and freedom, O Lonp, to
difcourfe of the things concerning the kingdom of Gob.
‘And O ‘that thou wouldft let me meet with fome of t‘\y own
dear children ! O that thou wauldft be with us, as with
{’he difciples at Emmaus, and caufe our hearts mutually to
urn with love towards thee, and ong another ! Provide for
me proper refre{hment, and wherever I lodge, be thou con-
ﬂrzlned O Gop, for thy own name’s fake, to lodge ‘with
me. Teach me, whéther at'home or abroad, to bchave as a
ftranger and pllgnm upon earth, Preferve my houfhold and
‘fncnds in my abfcnce, and grant that I may return to them
gim in peace, Enable me patiently to take up cvery crofs
that may be putin my way. Let me not be weary and fairit
in"‘my’ mind. Make, o) LORD, right paths for my feet,
‘enable me to hold out to the end of the race fet before me,
.and, after the journey of this life, tranilate me to that bleffed
Place, where the wicked one will cea{e from troubling, and
_my weary foul énjoy an evcrlaﬂmg reft wuth thee, O Father,
Son, and blcﬂ'ed Spirit; to whom, as three perfons, but one
'Gon, be afcribed all poffible power, might, majefty, and do-

“minion, now and for evermore, Amen.
3 A Prayer

.
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J Preyr for a Pcrﬁ- at the quq oa &;&uj}.

Almighty and everlafting Gop, with whom alone are
the iffues of life and death, who doft wound and doft
heal, who killeft and makef alive, whe bringeft.down to the
grave, and lifteft up again, and haft commanded us to call
upon thee in the time of trouble, and thou wilt deliver us,
fretch forth, I befeech thee, the right hand of thy. majefty on
high, and fave me from the powsr of this prefent ficknefs,
which otherwife will deftroy my life. Have compaffion on
me, as thou hadft on Peter’s wife’s mother, when the lay fick
of a fever, Rebuke my diftemper, and grant it may leave me,
Speak the word, O I{onn, and thy fervapt fhall be whole,
It is but for thee to fay, Go, and it thall go: for 1 believe,
Lorbp, that thou art the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever.
Jesus, thou fon of David, have metcy upon me. By thine
agony and bloody fweat, by thy crofs and paffion, by thy
precious death and burial, by thy glarious refurretion and
afcenfian, and by the coming of the Holy Ghoft, good Lozm
deliver me from my prefent approaching illnefs. Behold, to
thee I By for fuccour. In obedience to thee, do [ give place
to the phyfician. But I know that I may wafte all my fubflance,
and fhall not grow better, but rather the worfe, unlefs thou,
© great Phyfician, who, in the days of thy flefh, didft give
fight to the blind, and reftore ftrength to the lame, and did#t
cure the woman of the bloody iffue, doft alfo recover me from
my ﬁcknefs. Do thou, therefore, who didft blefs a bunch of
figs to the recovery of Hegekiah, fan&ify the means that fhall
be made ufe of to my recovery, O let me not, like 4/, feck
only to the phyfician, but depend on thee, O Lorp, for a
blefing. Or, if the decree be gone forth that I muft die,
grant, O Lorp, I may fet my houfe and heart in order, and
though thoy killeft me, let me put my tsuft in thee, Inta
thy hands I commend my fpirit: though worms ddﬁroy my
body, yet grant, that in my fleth I may fee thee my Gon.

If it be thy will, let this ficknefs not be unto death, hut
fparé me yet a little longer, that I may recover my fpmtual
ftrength before I go hence, and am no more feen. If thou
fecf} it beft, let this aﬂlnéhon lmmedmelx pa,fs from me. Ne-

yerthelefs,
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verthelefs, not as I will, but thy will be done. Only fweeten
it, O Lorp, with = fenfe of thy love, and firengthen me
with thy mighty power in the inner man. Let thy grace be
fufficient for me. Magnify thy frength in my weaknefs, and
under the fhadow of thy almighty wings, let my foul take
refage till this day of thy vifitation be overpaft. - Shew me,
O Lorp, wherefore thou contendeft with me. For I know
of very faithfalnefs thou haft canfed me to be thus troubled,
Make thou my.bed in my ficknefs, and let thy rod as weil
as thy ftaff, comfort me. In patience, grant I may poffefs
my foul. And though this aftiGion at prefent be not joyous,
but grievous; yet grant, O Lorp, I may be fo exereifed
thereby, that it may bring forth in me the peaceable fruits of
righteoufnefs. Let tribulation, O Lozp, work patience, pa-
tience experience, experience hope, even that hope which
maketh not athamed, and whereby thy love, O Gob, may be
fhed abroad in my heart. Give me, O Lorb, in this, and
in every thing to give thanks, and enable me to fuffer, as well

-as to do thy will, even like the angels in heaven. O! fot

thine infinite mercy’s fake, lct not Satan get any advan-
tage over me, by tempting me to charge thee foolithly. Le¢

. not fuch a wretch as I am, ever complain for this punifhment

of my fin, knowing that I receive the due rewatd of my

‘crimes. O fuffer me not to cry out with wicked Cain, < My

¢ punithment is greater than 1 can bear ;” but let me fan&ify
thee the Lorp Gob in my heart; and rejoice in this tribu-
lation, knowing that whom thou loveft thou chafteneft, and

fcourgeft every fon whom thou receiveft. Blefled be thy name

O Lonb, that thou haft not yet given me over to a reprobate
inind. Blefled be thy name, that thou baft not curfed
me; as I moft juftly defesrve, as thou didft the. barren fig-
tree. Blefled be thy name, that thou fill doft condefcend
to dig and dung round me. O purge, purge me for thy
mercy’s fake, and grant that I may henceforward bring forth
fruit unto theo, O let me not forget this day of my vifitation :
and if it be thy good pleafure; that I fhall not die, but live,
%mt that [ may conftantly declare thy works, O Lean.
usnever ] am cleanfed, let me immediately return and give
thanks. With thy fervant Hezekiah; may I go up into thy
boufe, O Lorp, and pay thee my vows, which I now make
X whilft
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whil I am in trouble. Suffer.me to fin o more, left 2 worfe
evil .befal me : and as thou walt pleafed to reveal thyfelf in
the temple to the poor mas, whom thou didft cure in the
days of thy Sefh, be pleafed, for thy mercy’s fake, to reveal
thyfelf to me. ‘Then fhall I fhew forth my thankfulnefs, not
only with my lips, but with my life, by giving myfelf up to
thy fervice, who didft die for our fins, and rife again for our
juftification ; to.whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft,
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

A Prayer for a Woman Iéub. married to a believing Hufband.

NVERLASTING Father, who didft make Eve out of
the rib of Adam, and didft give her to him to wife, ac«

cept my thanks for calling me to the mayriage-ftate, and blef-
fing me with a hufband fearing thee. O, for thy mercy’s fake;
make me a help meet for him. Grant, as Sarab called Abra-
bam, fo 1 may call and honour him as my lord. Let me al-
ways remember, I am the weaker veffel, that man was firft
made, and pot woman, and fuffer me not at any time to ufurp
authority over him. O let me always take heed to reverence,
and be in fubjection to my hufband ; and let not my adorning
be the outward adorning of plaiting the hair, or of wearing of
gold, or of putting on fine apparel, but let it be the hidden
man of the heart, in that which is not corraptible, even the
ormament of a meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of
thee, my Gop, of great price. O let me be grave, difcreet;
chafte, a keeper at home. Suffer me not to be a bufy-body;
or to_wander about from houfe to houfe. Keep me from be-
ing a tatler, fpeaking the things which I ought not. And if
thou doft blefs me with children, Lorp, teach me to guide
them in the right way, and manage my houfe with fuch
‘meeknefs and wifdom, that I may give no occafion to-the
adverfaty to fpeak reproachfully. Though in the marriage:
ftate, enable me, O Lorp, to ferve thee without diftra&ion,
and let me never be fo cumbered about the many things of
this life, as to negle@ 1he one thing needful. * May I with
Mary, continually fit at thy feet, and learn of thee, O Jrsus,
to be meek and lowly in heart. Keep me from being a fiare
to my hufband. Make me willing to part with him whenfo:
ever-thou fhalt call him from me. Into thy hands,"O Lorn,
' S 1 com-
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I cammend both our fpirits, fouls and bodies. O fan&nfy us
throughout, and let our feed be blefled. O let our marsiage.
bed be undefiled, and give us to live together as heirs of the
grace of Gob, that our prayers be not hindered. Help us to
love one apother, like thee and thy church. Give us freedom
to pray with and for each other, and grant I may be the
glory of my hufband, as the church is the glory of thee my
Saviour. Hear me, O Lorn, hear me, according to the
multitude of thy mercies in Jesus my Redeemer ; to whom,
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, I defire here and here-
after to afcribe all power, might, majefty, and dominion, for
ever and ever.  Amen, and Amen. -

A Prayer for a Man, cenvinced that it is bis Duty to marry, fn;
Direction in she Choice of a Wife.

\ Almighty, ever-living Gop, who, after thou hadft made

all things out of nothing, and man after thy own divine
image, didft fay, ¢ It is not good that man fhould be alone, [
will make him an help meet for him ;" look down, O Lorp,

on the work of thine own hands, and hearken ta the voice of

my humble requeft. O Lorp, chufe a help meet for me. Thou
Lorp, drt acquainted with my wants. Thou didft once
chufe a Rebecca for Ifaac. Thou. art the fame to-day as thou
waft yeﬁerday‘ Blefs me, even me alfo, in like manner, Q
my Saviour, Suffer me not, O Logrn, to be pnequally yoked
with an unbeliever. O let me not be in the number of the
fons of Gop, who faw the daughters of men, that they were
fair, and.took them wives of all which they chofe. Lorb,
do thou chufe for me, and dire& me to a child of -thine own,
adorned with a meek and quiet fpirit. O fuffer me not to fall
by the hand of a woman. For, LorD, thou knoweft I defire
to take a wife, not for luft, but uprightly ; therefore, merci-
fully ordain, that I may have one after thy own heart. When
I marry, let it be only in and for thee,, O Lorp. Let not
luft or paffion pervert or blind my eyes; but, Lorp, give me
to watch unto prayer, and let thy providence point out the
perfon thou hatt appointed for me. Thou didft diret Abra-
bam’s fervant; Lorb, for thy mercy’s fake, dice@ me. Be-

hold, I call thee, O blefled Jesus, to my magriage. Dire&

R me
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me silo, when I confult my friends, thy difcipled. O blef
their advice unto me in this important change of my life, and
Jet all know svy marriage is of thee, my Goo. All which I
humbly beg in thy name, and through thy merits, O blefled
Lamb of Gop, thou heavenly bridegroom of thy church, to
whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft; be #ll honour
und glory, now and for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

A Prayer for a Woman, defiring Disection of Gob, after as
" Offer of Marriage is made to her.

OUNTAIN of light and-life, who haft’ promifed td

hear the petitions of them that afk in thy dcar Son’s
mame, look dowri on me thy poor handmsid, and anfwer my
requeft, for thy infinite mercy’s (ske. LowrDp JEsus, thod
knowett all things, thou knoweft that I love thee, and defire
only to live unto thee. Shéw me, O Lonp, fhew me, fof thy
mercy’s fake, what thou wouldeft have me to do. I fee, O
Lorp, the advantages of a fingle life, and -that I can now
care only for the things-of the Lorp, and ferve thee without
diftra&tion. If thou feeft this fate beft for my foul, O give mé
power over my own willy and never fuffer me to know man.
But fince thou haft de¢lared trat © Marriage is honourable int
all;™ if thou feeft that ftace befk for mte, Lokp, fhéw me
whom thirir haft cofen for me. Behold, thy handmaid is now
invited to the marridge-fuite; and thou alone knoweft the
heart of him who offers td be my hufband. O foffer e not
#o deceive my own foul 3 watch, © LoD, waceh over and
influence thy deceitful heart. O let me fee the tokens of thy
will; before I give a detertiisiate anfwer. Suffer me not td
fay, 1 will go with hin,-untl I plainly fee tHis propofal is of
thee; my Qob. Influéhce iy relations hesres; as thou didff
influetice the hearts of Rebecca’s friends j and if it be chy will
1 fhould be joined with this chy fervant, O let me love him
énly in the¢, and for thee; to the gloty of thy great mammey
amd tht fafvation of both out immortal fouls, throvgh Jisus
Cunisy our Lord. Even fo, Lors Jesvs, ortn, and Amid,

4 Prayer
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APrayer for Perfons in a Stornt a at Sea,

EAREST Lorp, and all- pbwerful deeemer, who
waft praying on the mountain, whilft' thy difciples
Were toiling and rowing all night, and the wind was contrary; .
who didft alfo appear by night to thy fervaiit Pau/ in a fhip-
wreck, faying, ¢ Fear not, Paul, for Gob has given thee
all the fouls that fail with thee;” mercifully look upon us,
who are now expofed tq the fame danger. Say unto our fouls,
¢¢ Jt is I; be not afraid:” and to the winds, ¢¢ Pcace, be
fill;” and immediately there fhall be a great calm,

Save, Lorp, or we perith; for the waves rage horribly.
Thou haft fent forth thy word, and the waters flow. O let
not the deep fhut her mouthi upon us, and fuffer not the wa-
tér-floods to fwallow us up'!

We know, O Lorb, for what caufe this evil is comé upon
us. We have not feared thece, the Gop of heaven, who
madeft the fea and dry land, as we ought. Therefore we
are exceedingly afraid, left thou fhouldft not deliver us in this
needful time of trouble, .

But O thou who didft once hear ?onab when Be cried unto
thee out of the belly of the fith, though he was flecing from
thy prefence, hear us alfo for thy mercy’s fake. For thou
haft caft us into the deep, into the midft of the feas, the floods
are compaffing us about, and thy billows and waves are pafling
over us. Save our lives from deftru&ion, O Lorp our Gop,
and Jet us yet lift up our hands urito thee in thy holy temple.

But if the decree be gone forth, that our bodies muft now

perith and fee corruption, thy bleffed will be done. Only
grant, O Lorp, that our fouls may be precious in thy fight,
and that we may be preferved from the ftorm of thy everlaft-
ing anger; fo that when the voice of the arcbangel fhall
found, and the trump of Gob command the fea to give up
its dead, we may rife to life immortal, through him who
liveth and reigneth with thee'and the Holy Ghoft, one Gon,
now and for cver, Amen, and Jmm.

VoL. W, Hh 4 Thankfe
41
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A Thankfgiving for a fafe drrival after a Viyage. -

LMIGHTY and gracious Lorp Gob, who art goed,

and doeft good, who fendeft thy rain on the juft and

on the unjuft, and caufeft thy fun to fhine on the evil and on

the good ; we thy unworthy fervants humbly befeech thee,

that thou wouldft open our lips, and enlarge our hearts, to

fhew forth thy praife, for letting us (ee thy wonders in the

deep, and for leading us through the fea, as on dry land, and
bringing us to the haven where we would be.

'O do thou, who didft infpire Mofes and the children of
fracl to fing a fong unto thee, when thou broughteft them
up out of the Red-fea, open our lips, O Lorp, that our.
mouths may thew forth thy praife : for thou art our ftrength
and our fong, and art become our falvation. Thy right hand
is become gloriousin power. Who is like unto thee; O Gop,
glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, domg wonders { Praife
the Lokb, O our fouls, and may all that is within us praife
his holy name.

We have feen thy paths in the great waters, and tby pro-
vidence and power hath alone preferved us, otherwife the
deep had long fince overwhelmed us, and the waters gone
ever our fouls. It is thy arm, O Lorp, alone hath brought
us this falvation. O that we may therefore praife thee for thy
goodnefs, and declare the wonders that thou haft fhewn to us,
the unworthieft of the children of men,

Lorb, let us never be unmindful of thy mamfold merciesy
but enable us to pay thee the vows we made thee when we
were in trouble. O keep us, keep us, we befeech thee, un-
fpotted from the world into which thou art fending us. Grant
we may not turn thy grace into wantonnefs, but hencefor-
ward walk fo holy, and unblameably in all manner of conver-
fation and godlinefs, that after we have pafled the waves of
this troublefome world, we may arrive at the haven of ‘eternal
reft, which thou haft prepared for_al} that love our Loro
JEsus in fincerity. Grant this, Q Father, for thy dear Son’s
fake JEsus CHRIST our Saviowr. Amen, and Aman.

A Proyr
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A Prayer for a Sailor.
Thot Gob of the fea and dry land, who in thy ftrengtht

fetteft faft the mountains, and art girded about with .

power, who clafpeft the winds ih thy fift, and holdeft the
waters in the hollow of thy hand, who deckeft thyfelf with
light, as with a garment, who fpreadeft out th¢ heavens like
a curtain, who telleft the number of the ftars, and calleft theat
all by their names, who haft fet bounds to the fea which it
cannot pafs;"and haft faid, Hitherto fhall ye come and no far=
thier, ‘and Here fHall ‘yotr proud waves Be flayed : O thou,
who haft made Pliadés, Orion, and Aré&tarus, who layeft the
beams of thy chambers in the waters, who makeft the clouds
thy chariot, and walkeft on the wings of the wind : O thou
dAmighty JsuovAH, who haft called me by thy providenice to
go down to the fea in fhips; and to occupy my bufinefd in the
great waters ; grant; that as I daily fee, fo I miay daily admire
thy wonders in the déep, and learn from ftorms and winds to
obey thy word. They go, O Loxb, when thou biddeft them
go; they come, when thbu eothmandeft them to come. But
I bave broken all thy commands: thou haft commanded me.
to go oftén; butalas? I go Hot. Tliou requieft me t6 come:
and drdw iear unto thee in praycf, but alds ! I come not: Or
if I do piay unto thee at fiich time a3 a florm comes upon me;
yet my devotion ceafes with the florm, it is bat like 4 morn-
ing cloud, and as the éarly dew that paffeth away.

Lorp, 1 bluth and am confounded; wheii I confidet how
often thou haft magriified thy potwer in my prefervation; and_
yet that I could continué fo ungrateful. Thou haft often
heard e when I have cried unto thet, when I hdve beer
fraggering to and fie, arid been at my wit’s end, when the
‘wavés went up to the heavehs; and down to thie hell berieathy
and my foul liath fainted for very ttouble : but I have forgot-
" ten to ptaife thee; O Lorp, for thy goodnefs; and td thank
thee for the wonders thou haft thewn to me; the unworthieff
of the forfs of men. ' '

‘Thou waft with Neabh ir the ark; dnd his little fatmily ; O
do thou vouchfafe to guide and prote& me. Thou waft withi
j‘mb, when e ¢ried unto thiee out of the belly of hell ; heaf

Hh z me
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me alfo, now I cry unto thee out of the great deep. I wauld
not behave more wilely in the things of this life, than in the
things which belong to my everlafting peace. Let me not be
fe carcful to fhun a fhipwreck, and never fear making flrip-
wreck of faith and a good confcience. Let me pot be fo cure~
ful to eye my compafs, and yet feldom eye thy moft holy word,
which alane ean guide me through this world to the haven of
everlafting reft. | Let me not every day be folicitous to be at
my wihed-for port, and never defire to foe and enjoy thee.
Let me not daily i improve every wind, and continually neglek
thofe glorious opportunitics, which I enjoy of fitting myfelf
for thee. Let me not fear a flarm, and yet never fear that
fiery tempeft, which will ere long come upon the wicked,
"from thy prefence.

Keep me, O Gob, from impatience, when the winds aad
feas are contrary.r Grant me a lively perfuafion, that thy
providence ruleth all things ; that thou intendeft every thing
for my good, and enable me therefore patieatly to tarry thy
leifure, and to give thee thanks for all things that befal me,
fince it is thy will in CHRIsT JEpUs copcerning me. Let

* me not complain of the weather, fince that js tacitly com-
plaining of thee, my Goo.

Keep, O Lorb, I befeech thee, the door of my lips, that
1 may not offend thee with my tongue. O put away fwearing
far from me, and let me no longer, as I have done, cloath
myfelf with curfing as with raiment, left, as I delight ia
curfing, it thould happen unto me; and as 1 loved not blefling,

" fo it may be far from me.

O let me no longer decclve my own foul, by thinking it
impoffible thus to offend thee with my tongue. All things are
poffible with thee, my Gop ! Purify, therefore, I befeech
thee, my heart: create in me a new heart ; renew a right
fpirit within me : for out of the abundaat wickednefs con-
tained therein, my mouth hath {o ofien uttgred profane things.

Keep me, O Lorp, 1 hefesch thee, uafpoteed in my con-
verfation, and let not the evil communicatiens, to which I sm
daily expefed, corrupt my good manners. O let me never
bave fellowdhip with the unfruitful works of darkmefs, but
rather give me courage to reprove them ; and, as my life is
slways in thy hand, O lst me not forget thy law.

5 Grant
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Grant, O LorD, that the croffes I meet with, may not
increafe, but rather break my paffions. Let me, in the hours
of watching, watch unto prayer, and teach me to endure
hardnefs Jike 3 good foldier of Jxsus Curisr. -

Keep me, O Lorp, from~loving unrighteous gain, and
goant I may render unto Cafar the things that are Cofar's,
and pay sribute to wham tribute is dus: knowing that money
unjuftly gotten, is bus laid up to the owner’s hurt, and that
Mersmfter it will pierce me through -with many -forrows, and
eat my fleth as doth fire. May my one bufinefa be to lay up.
trenfutes in hesven, and to fecure an intereft in thee, O blefled -
Jssvs, wha kiveft and reignet with the Father and the Holy
. Ghot, one Gov, blefled for evermore.  Amen, and Amex.

v
Iy
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Tbe Pious Soul longing for Heaven,

ORD! how have I loved the habitation of -thy
and the place where thine honour dwelleth. - O glori-
ous feat ; the refidence and the workmanthip of the great, the
mighty Gon let me continue, let mg increafe: in this love
of thee more and more.

Let this weary pilgrimage be fpent i advancmg duly to-
ward thee, and may the breathing of my foul after thee, fanc-
tify and comfart the labours of each day, and refrefh my
waking thoughts by night.

Let my heart be always where my treafure is already ; and
in this dry and defolate wildernefs, may I feel no other thirft,
than that of arriving at my heavenly Cenaan, and par-
taking in the fociety and the joys of that happy people, wha
have the Lorp for their Gop.

O may that Gop who made me, pofle(s me in his boly
temple | Not that I dare prefume to hope for thy beauty and
blifs upon the account of any deferts of my own; but yet,
the humbleft fenfe of my own unworthinefs will not fink me
into defpair of it, when I refle& upon the blood of Him who
died to purchafe this manfion for me. Let but his merits be ap-

lied to me; let his interceffions aflift my want of worth, and
then I am fafe ; for thofe merits cannot be overbalanced by
my fins, nor were, or can thofe prayers be ever offered up
to Gon in vain.

For my own part, I confefs with ihame and forraw, thatl
have gone aftray like 3 fheep that is loft, drawn out my
wandrings and my miferies to a great length, and am caft
out of the fight of my Gop, into the blindnefs and darknefs
of a fpiritual banithment. In this forlorn eftate I fadly be-
wail the Wretchednefs of my captivity, and fing mournful
fongs when I remember thee, O Ferafalem. As yet] am at
3n uncomfortable diftange, and at heft my fect fland oaly in
the outer courts of Sion. ‘The beauties of the fan&uary are
behind the veil, and kept hid from my longing eyes; byt |
am full of hoPe, that the builder of this fan&yary, and the
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gracious fhepherd of fouls,will carry me in upon his fhoulders,
that I may there rejoice with that gladnefs unfpeakable,
which all thofe happy (sints feel, who are already admitted
into the prefence of their Gop and Saviour ; the Saviour who
hath opened his royal palace to all believers, by abolithing the
enmity in his fleth, and reconciling all things in heaven and
carth by his own blood.

He is our peace,” who hath made both one, and broken
down the middle wall of partition, promifing to give us the
fame degree of happinefs in his own due time, which is already
enjoyed in thee. For thus he hath declared, that they who
are worthy to obtain that world and the refurreftion from the
dead, fhall be equal unto the angels. O Ferufalern, the
eternal habitation of the eternal Gop ! may'ft thou be the

.fecond darling of my foul, and only he be preferred before

thee in my affe@ion, who fhed his bloed to make me worthy of
thee. Be thou the joy and comfort of my languifhing mind,
niy great fuppost in hardfhips and diftrefles ; may the remem-
brance of thee be ever fweet, and the mention of thy name
a holy means to drive away all forrow from my foul.

v

 #n 48 of Praife.

LESS the Lorp, O my.foul, and all that is within me

blefs his holy name. Blefs the Lorp, O my foul, and
forget not all his benefits. O praife the Lorp, all ye works
of his, in all places of his dominions ; praife the Lorp, O
my foul.

Let us magnify that great Gop, whom angels praife,
whom dominioas adore, whom powers fall down and tremble
before; whofe excellent glory cherubim and feraphim pro-
claim with loud inccflant voices: let us bear a part in this
heavenly fong, and together with angels and archangels, and
all the company of heaven, laud and magnify that glorious

. mame ; let us tune our voices with theirs, and though we

cannot reach their pitch, yet will we exert the utmoft of our
fkill and power, in this tribute to the fame common Lorb ;
and fay with them, as poor mortals are able, Holy, holy,
'holy, Loxp Gob of Hofts ; heaven and earth are full of thy
glory ; glory be to thee, O Lorp motft high.

Hb ¢ For
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For thefe are the happy fpirits, who offer a facrifice of pure
praife before the throne of Gop conunuﬁlly, who are ever
wrapt in thé contemplations of his perfe@ions ; and fce them,
not like us through a glafs darkly, but near at hand, and face
to face.

What tongue can exprefs, what thought conceive, the
admirable beauty, the exa& order, the numberlefs multitude
of this heavenly hoft # The inexhauftible fource of joy fpring-
Ing from the beatific vifion ; the fefvent love which minifters
delight without torment; the ever-growing defire, which
sifes with their fatistultions, and the grateful fatisfalions,
which crown that defire; a defire always eager, and never
uneafy, always full, and never cloyed : the bleflédnefs derived
down to them, by their infeparable union to the fountam of
all blifs ; the light communicated to them from-the original
light ; the happ & change into an immutable nature, by fecing
the immytable Gob as be js, and bwg mnsfomed mtodw
likenc(s of him they fee ?

. Bug, how, alas! fhould we hqpe 1 1 compuhppd tht divi-
pity and blifs of angels fo far ghoye s, whenwe feal murfeives
unable to find out the pature and. parfetion o€ our. wery foul
within us ¢ What fort of being muft this be, which infpires
a lump of dead fleth with life and adlivity, and yet, when
moft defirous o to do, cannot confine  its thoughts to boly
excrcifes ! What a mixture of power and i :mpotenee is heret
How great, and yet how poor and-little js this: prmcxble

which dives into'the fecrets of the- moft high; fearches the
deep things-of Gob,, and expands itlelf to ecleftnab obje&s

at che fame time that it is forced to employ its talent in the
jnvention of ufeful arts, and to ferve the neceflitics of a mor-
tal life? What fort of creatyré is this, that <knows fo much
of ojher things, and fo little of itkelf; fo mgémbﬂ in matters
abroad, fo perfe@ly in the dark to what is done st home?
Specious bue very difputable ~nomons have ciridecd been
advanced concerning the onginh of our foul; bur all we
koow of ity amouats at laft to this; that it is an intelle&ual
Bpirit, created by the Almighty powet of ity divitte maker,
endued with fuch an immorrality as e was pleafed to- qualify
it for; euhvenmg and fultaining 2 ‘Hody dubje® to change,
corruption, aad death, and lmble to all the unequﬂ aﬂ'e&ms
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of. fear and joy, and every turbulent paffiopy that in theig
turns exalt and deprefs, enlarge or contrat its power.

* And what an amazing thing is this now! The more wa
attend to it, the more we fhall find ourfelves loft in wonder.
When we read, or fpeak, or write of Gop, the grsat creator
of the umycrfe, we can dxﬁmgu;fh ourfelvcs clcarly and di-
ﬁm&ly, though at the fame time his perfeQions be too vaft,
for our words.to exprefs, or our minds to comprehend ; the
fubje&, not of an adequate copception, but of an awful
aftonifhment,

" But when we defcend low:r, and treat of angels and created
fpirits, of fouls ynited fo bodies, and beings of the fame

. Ievel with, or a condition inferior to our own; we gre not
able to fupport our ideas with proofs fo inconteftable; and
find it unpra&xcable to fatisfy. ourfelves or others in the en-
quiries concerning them.

Why then thould we, to fo very litle purpofe, hover un-
certamly aboyt thefe lower reglons, and fpend our time and,
pains in groping in the dark? No, let our minds rather en-
large their thoughts, and take a nobler range; let them

‘Jeave all created obje@s behind, and run, and mount, and
fy aloft : and, taking faith ¢o the affiftance of reafon, fix
their eyes, with the utmoft intenfenefs our nature will bear,
upon the Crea:or, the Univerfal Caufe.

Yes, I will make a ladder, like that of Facebs, reaching
from earth to heaven, and as by rounds, go up from my
body to my foul, from my own foul to that eternal Spirit
that made it; who fuftains, preferves it always with me,
about me, above me ; thus fkipping over all the intermediate
ftages of beings, and re-uniting my own foul to ‘Him from
whom it came, and in whofe image it was created,

Whatever bodily eyes can difcern, whatever leaves im-
preffions upon my imaginative faculty, fhall be refolutely fet
out of the way, as a hinderance to ‘that more abftraited con-
templation, whick: my mind is defirous to indulge. '

A pure and fimple a& of the underftanding, is that which
muft carry me up, and boldly foar at once to the Creator of
angels, and fouls, and of all things.

- "And happy is that foul, which, refufing to be detained by
low and viler obje&s, dires its flight to the nobleft and moft
exalted
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“exalted, and, like the eagle, builds its neft in the top of the
rocks, and keeps its eye fteady upon the Sun of righteoufnefs ;
for no beauty is fo charming, no pleafure fo tranfporting, as
that with which our eyes and mind are feafted, when our
greedy fight and eager affections are determined to our Gop
and Saviour, as to their only proper center; when, by a
wondrous myftical, but true and fpiritual a& of vifion, we
fee him who is invifible; behold 2 light far different from
this which chears our fenfes, and tafte a pleafure infinitely
fweeter than any this world and its joys can afford ; for this is
a fhort and infincere pleafure ; this isa dim and feeble light,
confined to a narrow fpace, always in motion from us, and
in few hours put out by conftant returns of darknefs : thefe
are enjoyments which the great Creator hath diftributed to
‘brutes, nay, to the vileft of infeéts, in common with man-
kind; and therefore let us thirft and afpire after fuch as.are
truly divine j for what even fwine and worms fhare with us,
cannot deferve the name of light and pleafure, but, in com-

parifon of thofe more refined, are to be eftecemed no better
than pain and night.

) Now to Gop the Father, &c,

INDEX
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