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ANSWER

TO THE

BISHOP of LONDON'*

LAST

PASTORAL LETTER,

My

I Need make no apology for troubling your Lordfhip with

this. As your Lordfhip was pleafed to make me the chief

fubject matter of your loft Pa/isral Letter, 1 think it my

duty to anfwer in the beft manner I can.

Your Lordfhip is highly to be commended, for the Car*

you have taken in watching over the fouls of thofe, who are

committed to your Lordfhip's charge. Lukewarmnefs and

enthufiafm, are the two rocks againft which even well-mean

ing people are in danger of fplitting. All ought to be thank

ful to that pilot, who will teach them to fleer a fafe and mid

dle courfe. I would gladly hope, that " a zeal for GoO

in the difcharge of your duty, and a hearty concern for the

fafety of fouls," moved your Lordfhip to write. Thefe are

the principles, I truft, which now excite me, to direct this

anfwer to your Lordfhip. And, blefled be GOD, that 1 can

write with fomewhat of that love and meeknefs, which be

comes a difciple of JESUS CHRIST, and with all that humi-

11^ lity and reverence, which is due from a prefbyter to a bifhop

'** ef the church of Gou.
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Lukewarmnefs and enthufiafm, my Lord, are certainly the

bane of true chriftianity. I thank your Lordfhip again for

your ki;id cautions againft them. The only query is, " Whe

ther there was any occafion for your Lordfhip's \varning the

people of your diocefe, again ft running into cither of thefe

extremes, upon account of any thing, I have either fpoken

or written?" Your Lordfhip thinks there was, and quote*

paflages out of my Journal to prove it; if it can be proved,

I will afk public pardon, both of your Lordfhip and them,

with all my heart.

As for your Lordfhip's cautions againft luktuiarmnefs, I am

not much concerned in them. You do not feem to point at

me in particular ; unlefs it is, where your Lordfhip (pag. 10.)

informs your people, " That a diligent attendance oh the

duties of the fration wherein Providence has placed them, is, in

the ftrieteft fenfe, the ferving of GoD." None but thole, who

condemn me unheard, can juftly charge me with affirming to

the contrary.

However, I beg leave to obferve, that your Lordfhip,

(p. 8.) calls that a very imperfect ftate of chriftianity, which

is no jl'ate af chriftianity at all. St. Paul, writing to the Co-

rintbians, 2 Cor. chap. xiii. ver. 5, fays, " Examine your-

felvesi Whether ye be in the faith; prove your ownfilves."

And that they might have a certain rule, whereby to judge

whether they were ln the faith, truly fo called, or not; he

immediately adds, " Know ye not your ownfelves, how that

CHRIST JE&US is in you, except ye be reprobates?" So that,

according to St. Paul's rule, " He that find?, he has hitherto

contented himfelf with a bare bodily attendance upon the .

public worfhip of GOD, and with following his daily employ--

mentofl other days, and with abftaining from the more grofs

and notorious a&s of fin, and from doing any hurt or injury

to his neighbour, and has refted finally upon thefe, as the

whole of what chriftianity requires of him ;" is fo far from

being in a very imperfect ftate, as your Lordfhip is pleafed to

affirm, pag. 8. that he is in no ftate of chriftianity at all.

No, my Lord, he is a reprobate, or, one who at prefent is out

of a ftate of falvation, nor can he ever have any afTurance

that he is in a ftate of falvation, till he knows fhat JESUS-

CHRIST is in him, by the indwelling of his Holy Spirit. If

I havO
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I haw miftaken your Lordfhip's expreffion, I will freely begf

your Lordfhip's pardon.

Another thing, my Lord, to me feems darkly exprefled, in

pag. 18. (let not your Lordfhip be angry, for indeed I will

endeavour to fpeak wuh all gentlenefs and humility) : your

Lordfhip's words are thefe : " Nor need they any other evi

dence befides thofe goad difpofitions they find in their hearts,

that the Holy Spirit of GOD co-operates with their honefl en

deavours to fubdue fin and grow in goodnefs." If by good

difpofitions, your Lordfhip only means good inclinations or

defires, I deny that to be a fufficient evidence, that the Spirit

of GOD co-operates with their honeft endeavours to fubdud

fin and grow in goodnefs. For there is a great difference be

tween good defires and good habits : many have one, whd

never attain the other. Many have good defires to fubdue fin,

and yet, refting in thofe good defires, fin has always had do

minion over them. A perfon fick of a fever may defire to be

in health, but that defire is not health itfelf. In like manner*

many have good difpofitions, or defires to be good, but that is

not goodnefs itfelf. And confequently men need more evidence

than good difpofitions, to prove to themfelves or others,

•' that the Holy Spirit of GOD co-operates with their honeft

endeavours to fubdue fin." If by good difpofitions, your;

Lordfhip means good habits Wrought in the heart by the Spi

rit of GOD, fuch as peace*, love, joy, long-fuffering, goodnefsj

truth, &c. I then agree a man needs no other evidence : for

thefe are the proper and genuine fruits of the Spirit itfelf.

Your Lordfhip immediately adds, " Nor that; perfevering

in their courfc, and praying to GOD for his affiftance, and re

lying upon the merits of CHRIST for the pardon of all fuch

fins, failings, and imperfections, as are more or lefs unavoid

able in this mortal flate." I beg leave to afk your Lordfhip,

whether this does not favour too much of the common divinityi

That we are to do fomething for ourfelves : or, in other

words, that we have partly a righteoufnefs of our own, ana

that JESUS CHRIST is to make up the deficiencies of that

fighteoufnefs ? What elfe can your Lordfhip mean, by fay-

ingi That we muft rely on the merits of CHRIST for the

pardon of '' all fuch fins as are more or lefs unavoidable in

this mortal ftate?" Did JESUS CHRIST come Into the world,

A 4 • mf
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my Lord, only to favc us from the guilt of fuch fins, as are"

more or lefs unavoidable in this mortal ftate ? The fcriptureu

every where affirm, that man hath no rightcoulhefs of his

own, " That there is none righteous, no not one >—that all

our righteoufnefs is as filthy rags •" and that JE»US CHRIST

died, not only to fave us from the guilt of all fuch fins, fail

ings, and infirmities, as are more or lefs unavoidable in this

mortal ftate, but from all wilful fins, and alfo fiom that ori

ginal corruption, which every man naturally engendered of the

offspring of Adam, brings into the world with him. I hope

I have not mifunderftood, or overftrained your Lordfhip's ex-

prcffion.

I come now to your Lordfhip's caution againft entbuftufm.

For that, I fuppofe, your Lordfhip intended raore particularly

againft me.

And here, my Lord, I beg leave to obferve, That, in my

opinion, your Lordfhip has by no means been clear enough

in your definition of the word enthufiafm.

According to the fair rules of writing, was it not fir ft in

cumbent en your Lordfhip to fhew, that the word entbufiajl

had a good as well as a bad meaning : that it fignifies no more

than a perfon in God, and confequently every chriftian, in the

proper fenfe of the word, is an enthufiaft ? For St. Peter

tvrites, " That to us are given exceeding great and precious

promifes, that by thefe we might be partakers of the divine

nature."

And our church fays, " If we receive the facrament wor

thily, we are one with CHRIST, and CHRIST with us: we

dwell in CHRIST, and CHRIST in us." For which fhe has

fufficient warrant from our LORD'S prayer, John xvii. 20, &c.

" Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them alfo which

fuall believe on me through their word ; that they all may be

one, as thou, Father, ait in me, and I in thce, that they alfo

may be one in us, I in them, and they in me, that they may

bo made perfect in one : that the love wherewith thou haft

loved me, may be in them, and I in them."

But indeed your Lordfhip's definition of entbufiafm,

when examined, does not convey any ill idea at all. " En

thufiafm, is a ftrong perfuafion on the mind, that they

are guided in an extraordinary manner, by immediate impulfes

and
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and impreffions of the Spirit of GOD." Had your Lordfhip

faid, a ftrong but grouneilffs perfuafion, that they arc guided in

an extraordinary manner, it would have been to your Lord-

Chip's purpofe. But to nffirm, without any reftriction, that

a ftrong perfuafion that we are guided in an extraordinary

manner by immediate impulfes, is enthufiafm in the worft

fenfe of the word, when your Lordfhip yourfelf fays, (p. 54.)

" There is no doubt, but GOD, when he pleafes, can work

upon the minds of men by extraordinary influences," to me

feems a little inconfiftent.

Your Lordfhip proceeds thus : " And this is owing chiefly

to the want of diftmguifhing aright between the ordinary and

extraordinary operations of the Holy Spirit. The extraordi

nary operations were thofe, by which the apoftles and others,

who were entrufted with the firft propagation of the gofpel,

were enabled to work miracles, and fpeak with tongues, in

teflimony, that their mi/lion and doctrine were from GOD."

I fuppofe, by extraordinary operations, your Lordfhip

means the fame as being guided in an extraordinary manner,

juft above. And if fo, according to your Lordfhip's own de

finition, I am no enthufiaft. For I never did pretend to thefe

extraordinary operations of working miracles, or fpeaking

with tongues, in teftimony that my miffion and do&rlne were

from GOD ; I only lay claim to the ordinary gifts and in

fluences of the Spirit, which your Lordfhip (pag. 20.) fays,

" Still continue :" and what need was there then, my Lord,

that the people of your Lordfhip's diocefe fhould be cautioned

agamft enthufiafm upon my account ?

But your Lordfhip farther adds, " The ordinary gifts,

however real and certain in themfclves, are no otherwife dif

cernible, than by their fruits and effects." Had your Lord-

fhip faid, No otherwife difcernible to others, than by their

fruits and effe&s, it would have been right : but if your

Lordfhip means, they are no otherwife difcernible to ourfelves,

in my opinion, it is wrong ; for it is poffible, my Lord, for

a perfon to feel and difcern thefe ordinary gifts and influences

of the Spirit in himfelf, when there is no opportunity of dif-

covering trrem to others.

For inftance, on fuppofition that your Lordfhip was afJiited

by the blefied Spirit, in writing your paftoral letter ; might •

not your JLordfhip be fer.lible of an inward joy and compla

cency,
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cency, wrought by that felf-fame Spirit, which was not then

difceriiible to others i So is it poffible for another to feel joy-

in the Holy Ghoft, with the reft of his fruits, which at that

time may not be difcernible to others ; and which they, who

have never experienced the like, may not believe, though a

man declare it unto them. I hope, my Lord, thefc reafoninga

carry with them their own evidence.

But to proceed : (pages 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.) your Lord-

Clip has taken pains to collect feveral paflages out of the pub

lic liturgy, to prove the doctrine of regeneration, or our new

birth, to be the doctrine of the Church of England. Your

reafon for fo doing, appears (pag. 25.) " to arm your people

againft any fuggeftiens, as if our church were fo regardlefs

of the doctrine of regeneration and new birth, as if there were

need for any member of it, to feek elfewhere for a more fpiri-

tual fervice." If this, my Lord, was intended to arm your

people againft any fuch fuggeftions made by me ; indeed your

Lordfhip does not do me juftice. As your Lordfhip, I find,

has done me the honour to perufe my Third Journal, your

Lordfhip may remember this obfervation, (pag. 39.) that,

after I had baptized an adult, I proved the neceffity of the

new birth, from the office of our church.

In my fermon, upon the indwelling of the Spirit of GOD,

which I have made bold to fend tcVyour Lordfhip with this

letter, you will find, I have quoted the expreffions of our own

church offices, to prove the doctrine of the new birth, as

your Lordfhip does in your paftoral letter. My conftant way

of preaching is, firft, to prove my propofuions by fcripture*

and.then to illuftraie them by the articles and collects of the

church of England. Thofe that have heard me,- can witnefs<

how often I have exhorted them to be conftant at the public

fervice of the church. I attend on it myfelf, and would read

the public liturgy every day, if your Lordfhip's clergy would

give me leave. What further fatisfatSion can your Lordfhip

require, that I do not fitggeft to your Lordfhip's people, " as

if our church were regardlefs of the doctrine of regeneration,

and new birth, and as if there were need for any member of

it, to feek elfewhere for a more fpiritual fervice." •

In the following paragraph, your Lordfhip has the fame

infmuation, as though I wanted to introduce ixtempore grayer,

and
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and to lay afiJe the public liturgy of our church. For after

your Lerdfhtp had been fpeaking againft praying by the Spirit,

and affirming that the fcripture no where tells us, that prayer

is the fingle work of the Spirit, your Lordfhip fays to your

people, " you have great reafon to be thankful to GOD, for a

public fervice prepared to your hands." My Lord, I never

faid to the contrary. But does not your Lordfhip feem to in-

finuate at the fame time, that we are not to depend on the

Spirit of GOD, to enable us to pray extempore, either in pub

lic or private ? That prayer is not the fingle work of the

Spirit, without any co-operation of our own, I readily confefs.

But that the Spirit of GOD does affifr, true chriftians to pray

extempore, now, as well as formerly, is undeniable, if the

fcriptures be true. For what fays the Apoflle ? " We know

not what to pray for, as we ought ; but the Spirit itfelf helpeth

our infirmities, and maketh interceffion for us with groanings

that cannot be uttered." And this is founded upon a general

promife, made to all GOD'S people, Zachariab xii. 10. " I

will pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the inhabitants

of Jerufalem, the Spirit of grace, and of fupplication." And

I believe, my Lord, we may appeal to the experience of all

true chriftians, whether or no they did not find the Spirit of

fupplication, er a power of praying without a form, increafe

in proportion to the increafe bf GOD'S Grace or Holy Spirit

in their hearts. This is all, my Lord, that I pretend to:

and where is the impropriety of this, when your Lordfhip

confefTes in the fame page, that " the Spirit of GOD does par

ticularly affift us, in a due performance of religious offices?"

Further, as your Lordfhip feems to deny the immediate af-

fiflance of the Holy Spirit, in our particular addrefTes at the

throne of Grace, fo your Lordfhip feems to deny it alfo in our

particular actions. " In like manner, (you fay) we are firmly

perfuaded in general, that we live under the gracious influence

of GOD'S Hdly Spirit, and that he both excites and enables

us to do good. But that this or that thought or axStion is an

effect of the fole motion, or immediate impulfe of the Spirit,

without any co-operation of our own mind"—[My Lord*

who ever arffimed, that there was no co-operation of our own

minds, together with the impulfe of the fpirit of GOD?} Your

Lordfhip adds, " or that the Holy Spirit, and our natural con

ceptions,
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ceptions, do refpeiftively contribute to this or that thought of

action, in fuch a meafure, or to fuch a degree; thefe are

things we dare not fay." Indeed, my Lord, I do dare to fay

them. For if there be any fuch thing as a particular provi

dence, why may we not expect particular direction from

GOD'S Holy Spirit in particular cafes ? Does not our church,

my Lord, teach us to pray, " that GOD'S Holy Spiiit may in

all things direct and rule our hearts?" But your Lordfhip fays,

we dare not fay this, becaufe our Saviour has told us, that we

know no more of the working of the Spirit, than we know of

the wind, from whence it cometh, and whither it gocth.

Neither need we know any more of them : but you muft al

low, tha: we know as much. Cannot your Lord/hip feel tho

wind then? Does not your Lordfhip know when it makes any

impreffion upon your body ? So eafy it is for a fpiritual man

to know when the Holy Spirit makes an impreffion upon his

foul. Without acknowledging this, all the expreffions of be

ing led by the Spirit, walking by the Spirit, and fuch like, muft

be only fo many words without any real meaning. Your Lord-

fhip acknowledges, that the Holy Spirit does act in general,

and why not in the particular actions of our lives alfo ? For,

can the one be without the other? Does it not frequently

happen, my Lord, that the comfort and happinefs of our whole

lives, depend on one particular action ? And where then, my

Lord, is the abfurdity of faying, that the Holy Spirit may

even, in the minuteft circumftancc, direct and rule our hearts?

I have been the more particular, my Lord, on this part of your

Lordfhip's letter, becaufe if this be proved, many of your

Lcrdfhip's objections againft my Journals, will fall to the

ground.

Page 27. Your Lorufhip has the following paragraph.

" GOD forbid, that in this profane and degenerate age, every

thing that has an appearance of piety and devotion, fhould not

be confidered in the moft favourable light that it is capable of.

But at the fame time, it is furely very proper, that men fhould

be called upon for fome feafonable evidences of a divine Com-

miffwn."

1 t.'.ke it for granted, that I am one of thofe men, whom

your Lordfhip thinks fhould be called upon for fome reafon-

able evidence of a divine CnmmijJ"wn,

Bat,
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But, my Lord, what reafonable evidence does your Lord-

fhip require ? Did I not receive letters dimiflbry from your

Lordfhip's own hands to be ordained a prieft ? Did I not, when

ordained deacon, affirm, " that I was inwardly moved by the

Holy Ghoft, to take upon me that office and miniftration ?"

Did not my Lord of Glcucejler, when he ordained me prieft,

fay unto me, '' Receive thou the Holy Ghoft now committed

unto thee, by the impofition of our hands, in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofl ?" And is

not this, my Lord, a reafonable evidence that I act by a

divine Commiffum? If this be not true, muft not all thofe

whom 'your Lordfhip, or the other Bifhops ordain, act only

by a human CommiJJhn? Nay, to ufe the words of Bifhop

Btirntl in his Paforal Letter; " muft not they who are ordain

ed, lie not only unto man but unto GOD, by faying, they are

iriwardly moved by the Holy Spirit ?"

If your Lordfhip in any wife difputes my acting by a diviiit

Commijjioiii you difclaim your own divine right and authority;

nor can you poffibly avoid the dilemma, of either allowing my

divine Commijffion, or denying your own.

After your Lordfhip has infmuated a demand for the evi

dences of my divine ComrniJ/ion, immediately follows thefe

words; "when they tell us of extraordinary communications

they have with GOD."

If by extraordinary communications, your Lordfhip means

the extraordinary operations of the Holy Spirit, as working

miracles, and fpeaking with tongues ; your Lordfhip may

allure yourfelf, I never pretended to any fuch thing. If, by

extraordinary communications, your Lordfhip means more af-

fiftance and comforts from GOD, at fome times, than I have

at others, (which is all I mean by extraordinary communica

tions) I own the charge ? And what is there, my Lord, extra

ordinary in that ?

Again, your Lordfbip fays, (page 28.) " When they talfc

in the language of thofe, who have a fpecial and immediate

miffion from GOD."

And does your Lordfhip, and the reft of the Bifhops, ordain

any, without obliging them firft to give good proofs, that they

have a fpecial call or immediate miffion from GOD to the

work of the miniftry ? If ever you fo do, my Lord, do not

your Lordfhips lay hands too fuddenly upon men ?

I Page
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Page ?.f). Your Lordfhip writes thus. " When they pro-

fefs to think and act under the immediate guidance of a divine

Infpiratien."

And does not your Lordfhip think and act by the fame rule?

Why, otherwife, does your Lordfhip pray when you adminifter

the holy Communion, " that GOD would cleanfe the thoughts

of our hearts by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit.'"

Page 31. Your Lordfhip fays, " when they fpeak of their

preaching and expounding, and the cffe&s of them, as the

Jole work of a divine Power "

And would your Lordfhip have me afcribe any, the leaft

thing to myfelf ? The good thai is done upon earth, doth not

GOD do it himfeli'? Does not the Apoftle fay, " Not that we

are fufficient of ourfelves to think any thing as of ourfelves,

.but our fufficiency is of GOD r" And where then, my Lord,

is the abfurdity of afcribing the iffects of expounding and

preaching to the fole work of a divine Power ?

Again, (page 33.) " When they boaft of fudden and fur-

prizing effects as wrought by the tioly Ghojl, in confcquence

of their preaching." ,

Where, my Loid, is the emhufiafm of fuch a pretenfien ?

.lias your Loidfhip been a preacher in the church of England,

for fo many years, and have ycu never fcen any fudden cr fur-

prizing ef7edls, confequent upon your Lorcifhip's pie-aching ?

Was this my cafe, fhould I noc have reafon to doubt, my

Lord, whether I had any more than a bare human coirimiffi-

pn? Or might I not take up the Prophet's lamentation, " Q

my leannefs, my leannefs !" My Lord, the gofpel, like its

author, is the fame yeflerday, to-day, and for ever ; and, if

preached as it ombt to be, will prick numbers to the heart,

and extort the cry of the tremb.ing goaler, " What muft I

do to be faved !" as furely now, as it did feventeen. hundred

years ago. '

Thefe then are the fudden and furprizing effects, my Lord,

I always defire to have, and I hcar.ily pray GOD, your Lord

fhip and all your cjergy may always fee fuch effects in confe-

quence of their preaching.

("Page 34..) " When they.claim the fpirit of propheey."

What I have faid about my fuccef?, GOD has been pleafed

to fulhl already. What I have faid about fnfferings, they who

without
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without caufe are my enemies are fulfilling daily. And as for

.the promifes mentioned in my Journal, I freely own there are

fome particular promifes, which GOD has fo ftrongly imprefT-

ed, and does ftil! imprels on my heart, that I verily believe

they will be fulfilled.

(Page 35.) " When they fpeak of themfclves in the

language, and under the character of Apojllts of Chrijl, and

even of CHRIST himfelf."

If I am not to fpeak in an apoftolical language, why did my

Lord of Gloucejler give me an apoflolical commillion, " whofe

fins thou doft forgive, they are forgiven; and whofe fins thou

<joft retain, they are retained ?" And I hope, my Lord, ufing

the words which JESUS CHRIST ufed, is not taking upon me

the character of CHRIST.

(Page 36.) " When they profefs to planr. and propagate a

new Go/fel, as unknown to the generality of miniftcrs and

people, in a chriftian country."

'Tis true, my Lord, in one fenfe, mine is a new gofpel*

and will be always unknown to the generality of miniftcrs and

people, even in a chriftian country, if your Lordfhip's clergy

follow your Lordfhip's directions. For what fays your Lord-

fliip, (paa;e 46,) " I hope, that when your miniftcrs preach to

you of juflificativn by faith alone, which is aliened in the

ftrongeft manner by our church, they explain it in fuch a

manner, as to leave no doubt upon your minds, whether good

works .are a ntceffary condition of your being juftified in the

fight of GOD."

But pray, my Lord, where has the fcripturc made good

works a neceflary condition of our being juftified in the light

of GOD? St. Paul fays, " by grace ye are fayed, through

faith, not of works, and that, leaft any man fhould boaft.

For eternal life is the gift of GOD through JESUS CHRIST

our LORD." Your Lordfhip exhorts your clergy to preach

ju/UJicalion by faith alone, and quotes the iith article of our

church, which tells us, " we are juftified by faith only, and

not for our own works or defervings." At the fame time,

your Lordfhip bids them " explain it in fuch a manner, as to

leave no cioubt upon their minds, whether good works are a

neceflary condition of their being juftified in the fight of

pop." Your Lordfhip, in my opinion, could not well be

guilty
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guilty of a greater inconfiftency. This, my Lord, is truly a

new Gofpel. I am fure it is not what the Apoftles preached ;

and it is as contrary to the doctrine of the church of England,

and the whole tenour of the gofpel, as light is contrary to.

darknefs. Had your Lordfhip infifled on your clergy's preach-

ing up good works as a nece•jary ft uit and confcquencc, inftead

of a neccflary condition of our being juftified, your Lordfhip

•would have ufed your authority aright. For we are command

ed to fhew forth or declare to others, that we have a true

faith by our works. And the I2th article of our church fays,

that " good works follsiu after j unification ;" and how then,

my Lord, are they a neceflary condition of our juftification ?

No, my Lord, falvation (if the gofpel be true) is the free gift

of GOD through JESUS CHRIST. Faith is the means where-

by that falvation is applied to our hearts, and good works arc

the necefihry fruits and proof of that faith.

This, my Lord, is the do&rine of JESUS CHRIST, this is

the 'loctrine of the church of England, and it is, becaufe the

generality of the clergy of the church of England 60 not preach

this doflrine, that I am refolved, GOD being my helper, to

continue inftant in feafon and out of feafon, to declare it unto

all men, let the conlequences, as to my own private perfon,

be what they will.

As for your Lordfhip's blaming me for rafhly cenfuring the

clergy, for their practice, none arc concerned, but my indolent,

earthly-minded, pleafure-taking brethren, (page 39.) And furely,

your Lordfhip will not fland up in their defence. No, I hope

your Lordfhip will not fail to rebuke them fharply. And as

for your Lordfhip's fufpicions, page 50. (For your Lordfhip's

fake I would not mention them) l hope my life and do&rine

will always prove them to be groundlefs.

Would time permit, I could now proceed to fatisfy your

Lordfhip more particularly about the cafe of Mr. Benjamin Se-

ioard: but as that is done in a letter fent to my Lord of Glou-

cejler, and as I am now to embark in a few hours, I hope your

Lordfhip will excufe me, if I only add my hearty prayers for

your Lordfhip's temporal and eternal welfare, and fubfcribe

myfelf, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip's obedient, though

unworthy fon and fcrvanf,

Blendon, Monday, . ' (Q. fff,

Aug. 13, 1739.

The
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The letter above mentioned, as fent to the Bifhop of Glou-

cefter, was occafioned by the Btfhop's acquainting Mr. Wh'ite-

field, in a letter, " That he ought to preach only in that

congregation to which he was lawfully appointed." This

produced the following anfwer.

My Lord,

I Thank your Lordfhip for your Lordfhip's kind letter.

My frequent removes from place to place prevented my

anfwering it fooner. I am greatly obliged to your Lordfhip,

in that you are pleafed to watch over my foul, and to caution

me againft acting contrary to the commiffion given me at or

dination. But if the commiffion we then receive, obliges us

to preach no where but in that parifh which is committed to

our care, then all perfons adt contrary to their commiffion

when they preach occafionally in any ftrange place : and con-

fequently your Lordfhip equally offends, when you preach out

of your own diocefe. As for inveighing againft the clergy,

(without a caufe) I deny the charge. What I fay, I am

ready to make good whenever your Lordfhip pleafes. Let

thofe that bring reports to your Lordfhip about my preaching,

be brought face to face, and 1 am ready to give them an an

fwer. St. Paul exhorts Timothy, " Not to receive an accufation

againft an elder under two or. three witnefles." And even Nico-

dumus could fay, " The law fuffered no man to be condemned

unheard." I fhall only add, that I hope your Lordfhip will

infpedl into the lives of your other clergy, and cenfure' them.

for being ever-remifs, as much as you cenfure me for being

over-righteous. It is their falling from their articles, and not

preaching 'the truth as it is in JESUs, that has excited the

prefent zeal of (thofe whom they in derifion call) the Metho-

dijl preachers. Dr. Stelbing's fermon, (for which I thank your

Lordfhip) confirms me more and more in my opinion, that I

ought to be inftant in feafon and out of feafon. For to me,

he fecms to know no more of the true nature of regeneration,

than Nicademus did, when he came to JESUS by night. Your

Lordfhip may obferve, that he does not fpeak a word of origi

nal fin, or the dreadful confequences of our fall in Adam., upon

which the doctrine of the new birth is entirely founded. No :

VOL. IV. B like
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like other polite preachers, he feems to think in the very be

ginning of his difcourfe, that St. Paul's defcription of the

wickednefs of the heathen is only to be referred to them of

paft ages : whereas I affirm, we are all included as much un

der the guilt and confequences of fin, as they were ; and if any

man preach any other doctrine, he fhall bear his punifhment,

whofoever he be. Again, my Lord, the Doctor entirely mi--

flakes us, when we talk of the fenfible operations of the

Holy Ghoft. He underftands us juft as thofe carnal Jews

underftood JESUS CHRIST, who, when our LORD talked of

giving them that bread which came down from heaven, faid,

" How can this man give us his flefh to eat ? " Indeed I

know not that we do ufe the word fert/ible, when we are talk

ing of the operations of the Spirit of GOD. But if we do,

we do not mean, that GOD'S Spirit does m'anifeft itfelf to our

fenfes, but that ie may be perceived by the foiil, as really as

is any fenfible impreffion made upon the body. ' But to dif-

prove this, the Dodior brings our LORD'S allufion to the wind

in the third of St. John, which is one of the beft texts he

could urge to prove it. For if the analogy of our LORD'S

difcourfe be carried on, we fhall find it amounts to thus much :

that although the operations of the Spirit of Go'D can no

more be accounted for, than how the wind cometh and whi

ther it goeih ; yet may they be as eafily felt by the foul as the

wind may be felt by the body. My Lord, indeed we fpeak

what we know. But, fays ehe Doctor, " Thefe men have

no proof to offer for their inward manifeftati&ns." What

proof, my Lord, does the Doctor require ? Would he have us

raife dead bodies ? Have we not done greater things than

thefe ? I fpeak with all humility ; has not GOD by our mi-

niftry raifed many dead fouls to a fpiritual life ? Verily, if

men will not believe the evidence GOD has given that he fent

us, neither would they believe though one rofe from the dead.

Befides, my Lord, the Doctor charges us with things to

which we are entire ftrangers, fuch as the denying men the

ufe of GOD'S creatures. Encouraging abftinence, prayer, &C.

to the neglect of the duties of our ftarions. LORD, lay not

this fin to his charge ! Again, he fays, " That I fuppofe

Jllr. Eenjanln Sward to be a perfon believing in CHRIST, and

blamelels in his convention, before what i call his conver-

fion."
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lion." But this is a direct untruth : for it was through the

want of a living faith in JESUS CHRIST, which he now has,

that he was not a chriftian before, but a mere moralift. Your

Lordfhip knows that our article fays, " Works done without

the Spirit of GOD, and true faith in JESUS CHRIST, have the

.nature of fin." And fuch were all the works done by Mr.

Benjamin Snuard, 1 ef -ic the time mentioned in my Journal.

Again, my Lord, tjic Doctor reprefents, that as my opinion

concerning quakers in general, which I only meant of thofe

I had converfed with in particular. But the Doctor, and

the reft of my reverend brethren, are weleome to judge

me as they pleafe.—Yet a little while, and we fhall all ap

pear before the great Shepherd of our fouls. There, there,

my Lord, fhall it be determined, who are his true minifters,

and who are only wolves in fbeeps cloathing. Our LORD,

I believe, will not be afhamed to confefs us publicly in that

day. I pray GOD we all may approve ourfelves fuch faithful

minifters of the New Teftament, that we may be able to lift

up our heads with boldnefs. As for declining the work in

which I am engaged, my blood runs chill at the very thoughts

of it. I am as much convinced, it is my duty to act as I do,

as that the fun fames at noon-day. I can forefee the confe-

quences very well. They have already in one fenfe thruft us

out of the fynagogues. By and by they will think it is doing

GOD fervice to kill us. But, my Lord, if you and the reft

of the bifhops caft us out, our great and common Mafter

will take us up. Though all men mould deny us, yet

will not he. And however you .may cenfure us as evil

doers, and difturbers of the peace, yet if we do fuffer for our

prefent way of acting, your Lordflaip at the great day will

find, that we fuffer only for righteoufnefs fake. In patience

therefore do I poffefs my foul. I willingly tarry the LORD'S

leifure. In the mean while I fhall continually bear your

Lordfhip's favours upon my heart, and endeavour to behave,

fo as to fubfcribe myfelf, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip's obedient Son, and obliged fervant,

GEORGE WHITE FIELD.
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LETTER, &c.

Mi dear Brethren in Chrijl,

THE Apoftle in his epiftle to the Hebrews, chap. x. 23.

exhorts them to hold faft the profeffion of their faith

without wavering ; and foon after adds, as a moft effectual

means to fo defirable an end, " Let us confider one another to

provoke unto love, and to good works; not forfaking the

aflembling of ourfelves together.'*

As chriftianity was not then the national religion, I fuppoCe

the aflemblies here intended, were not fuch as our public con

gregations, but rather little private focieties, or aflbciations, or

churches, as was the cuftom of the primitive chriftians, who,

we are told, continued ftedfaftly in the Apoftle's doctrine, and

in fellowfhip one with another.

This was the Apoftle's exhortation to the chriftians of thofe

times; and I am fully perfuaded there never was more occafion

for renewing it, than the age wherein we live.

Nothing hath of late more alarmed the enemies of the croft

of CHRIST, than the zeal that GOD hath ftirred up in the

hearts of many to put «i practice this apoftolical injunction.

Balls, plays, horfe-races, and fuch like unchriftian and fatal

entertainments, are countenanced and fupported by public au

thority. And few as yet have had courage to fpeak, preach,

or write for the fuppreffing them, fo plainly and publicly as

they ought; but, if the children of GOD meet (as they are re

quired) to build up each other in their moft holy Faith, aim oft

every one's mouth is opened againft them. Nay, with grief

it muft be fpoken, even many of our mafters in Ifrael, who

ought to be patterns, and promote every good word and work,

are not content with countenancing the polite and finful di-

B 4 verfion*
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verfions of the age by their pive1ence and approbation, but are

generally moft bitter in their invedlives againft religious foci-

eties. The former, though directly contrary to our baptifmal

vow, are deemed innocent, if not ufeful, by them : the latter,

they are continually crying down (efpecially if any life or di

vine power be amongft them) as fchifmatical, feditious, and

tending to deftroy the prefent eftablifhed conftitution.

For thefe, and-many fuch like reafons, I, as prefent with

you in fpirit, though abfent in body, thought it my duty to

put you in mind, zealoufly to perfift in your obedience to

the forementioned injunction once delivered to the faints;

and fo much the more, as in all probability the day of perfe-

cution nearer and nearer approaches.

Gop has given an harveft, and there has been a gathering

in : a winnowing time will cptne., His fan is already in his

hand. Yet a little whila, and (if the work lately begun be

carried on) I am perfuaded h,e will throughly purge his flour.

The fhepherds muft firft be finitten ; and next, endeavours

will be.ufed to fcatter the fheep.. The religious focieties

Satan has undoubtedly defired to have, that he .may fift them

as wheat. My brethren, watch and pray one for another,

that ydu may be enabled to ftand in fuch an hour of tempta

tion, and having done all, to ftand.

Be not afhamed of that wherein yau ought to,glory. Re-

ligi.ous fociety is of divine extraction. As GOD made man,

fo GOD faid, " It is not good that man fhould be alone. : I

will make a help meet for him." Meet, as I take it, not

merely for his body (man had few corporal wants in paradife)

but chieBy and primarily for his better part the foul, that he

plight have one to converfe with of his own fpecies, bone of

his bone, and flefh of his flefh.

It is true, man is now a fallen, but yet he is a focial crea

ture ; and as the end of his coming into this world was to

prepare for a better ; fo without doubt the chief end of fociety

in general, and of religious fociety in particular, is, that we

may be helps meet for each other in the great work of our

falvation.

Upon this account it was, that the firft chriftians fo fre

quently afiembled themfelves together, when obliged to fhut

the doors for fear of the Jews ; and their continuing in fel-

lowfhip



lowfhip with each other, was one main reafon why they con

tinued ftedfaft in the apoftles doctrine.

Take then, nly brethren, the primitive chriftians for your

examples : their practices are recorded for our learning. No

power on earth can lawfully forbid or hinder your imitating

them. In all fuch cafes we muft obey GOD rather than man ;

otherwife, we fo far deny our holy profeffion, and are ene

mies to the crofs of CHRIST : and though, becaufe you have

got a little out of the formal way, fome blind zealots may

brand you as fchifmatical ; yet if you fear GOD, and truly

honour the King, and are of the number of tbofe who are

quiet in the land, there is no reafon can be urged againft your

focietjes, which will not equally hold good againft ail aflem-"

bling together for religious purpofes.

In this refpect, a private prelate has no more authority than

a private prefbyter. If it be lawful for more than five to meet

in a private veftry, it is equally lawful for more than five-to

meet in a private houfe ; as is the practice of fome of the fo-

cieties who are under the government of thofe called the

Twelve Stewards. If it be enquired of you, by what autho

rity you ufe fometimes to pray without a premeditated form of

words; you may enquire, " By what authority any one

reads the church forms, who is not commiffioned fo to do, and

that in any place but in the church," where only they are ap

pointed to be read, and only by one fo commiffioned ? If they

reply, " We have Doctor Woodward's form ;" you may an-

fwer them with this quettion, " What difference is there, in

refpect to others, between a perfon's reading a form, which

few that hear it know beforehand, and a perfon's praying ex

tempore, as the Holy Spirit gives him utterance?" If they

liugh-at the mention of " praying by the Spirit," brethren,

I hope you know better. Stand faft therefore in the liberty

wherewith CHRIST has made you free; and be not afraid, by

fuch a practice, to make innovations in the church, which

does not confine its members to forms, but within the church

walls, nor even there altogether. In private aflemblies,

fuch as yours, all are left to their liberty ; and therefore, as

many as would hinder you in this, at once difcover their piti

able ignorance of that conftitution they pretend to promote,

and
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and an unhappy eftrangement from the fpifit and privileges of

the gofpel.

How to improve your meetings, fo as beft to prombte

GOD'S glory, and the good of your own fouls, ought to be

your conftant and chief concern : for as chriftians in general,

fo members of religious focieties in particular, are as citfes

built upon a hill; and therefore it more highly concerns them

to let their light fo fhine before men, that they feeing their

good works, may glorify cur Father who is in heaven.

Not that a communion of perfect faints is to be expected

here on earth : or that you ought to be immediately offended,

if fome of your brethren fhould be overtaken with a fault.

In this world, tares will be always fpringing up amongft the

wheat. Many that are firft, will be laft, and the laft firft.

Nay, it is well if fome, like Judas, do not at length lay afide

their profeffion, and openly betray our Mafter.

To prevent this, you ought to be very cautious, my brethren,

whom you admit into fellowfhip with you. Examine them

again and again, not barely whether they receive the facra-

ment, and go to church ; but whether they be in the faith.

Set them upon proving their own felves ; and by no means

receive them into your brotherhood, unlefs they can produce

fufficient evidences of their having tafted the good word of

life, and felt the powers of the world to come. This, fome

may object, is not a very good way to incrcafe and multiply

you as to number ; but it is the beft, the only way, to efta-

blifh and increafe a communion of true faints. And fuch a

fociety, confifting of a few folid chriftians, is far preferable

to one that is filled with a multitude of iuch as do not bring

forth fruit unto holinefs, but have only the fig-leaves of an

outward profeffion. Formal hypocrites will do any fociety

more harm than good : and however they may endure for a

while, and receive the word with joy ; yet, having no root in

themfclves, in time of temptation they will fhamefully fall

away.

Next to your care about admitting others, I think it

highly concerns you, whenever you afTemble, to rememher the

tad of meeting, yourfelves ; and then (to ufe the words ef the

wife fon of Sirach on another occafion) " you will never do

amifs." Now, the end of your meeting, brethren, is not that

you may think yourfelves more holy than your neighbours,

much
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much lefs to form a fe& or party, or promote a fchifm or fe*

dition in the church or ftate. No : fuch thoughts, I truft,

are far from you : for they are earthly, fenfual, devilifh. And>

jf ever fuch defigns fhould be fet on foot, I earneftly pray

GOD the abettors of them may be detected, and all their

fchemes, though never fo plaufibly concerted, fall to the

ground. The only end which, I hope, you all propofe by

your aflembling yourfelves together, is the fame for which you

were redeemed, " The renewing of your depraved natures,

and promoting the hidden life of JESUS CHRIST in your

fouls." Thefe terms, however foolifhnefs to others, I truft,

my brethren, are not fo to you. I take it for granted, you

are not only defirous of, but already in fome meafure blefled

with, a faving experimental knowledge of JESUS CHRIST in

your hearts : for unlefs a man be born again from above, and

made a partaker of the divine nature by the indwelling of

GOD'S Holy Spirit, he can in no wife enter into the king

dom of heaven. Whoever denies this to be true in the moft

literal, real, and abfolute fenfe of the words, knows nothing

yet as he ought to know : for it is grounded on a felf-evident

truth, that we are fallen from GOD in Adam, and mult be re

newed in the fpirit of our minds, ere we can be reftored to

that blifsful communion with him, which is the free gift of

GOD and eternal life.

The only way to this, is faith injEsusCHRisT; faith in con-

tradiftindUon to, though neceflarily productive of, good works.

''" I am the way, the truth, and the life : whofoever believeth

on me, though he were dead, yet fhall he live," fays CHRIST

himfelf. And I think it my bounden duty, to exhort you at

this time, to contend earneftly for the doctrine of Juflification

by faith only, becaufe fo many blind guides are lately gone

out into the world. My brethren, it is much to be feared

that many of our prefent preachers are no better than doctrinal

papifts. And however this, to thofe who having eyes fee not,

may be judged an uncharitable cenfure ; yet furely they can

not juftly blame me for want of candour, who confider, that

one of the moft reputed orthodox prelates in the kingdom, in

a late paftoral letter advifes his clergy, " So to explain the

doctrine of juftification in the fight of GOD by faith only, as

to make good works a neceflary condition." Such advice

from
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from a Reman cardinal would be no more than we might ex

pect ; but, coming from a bifh'op of the Church of England,

is furprifing, and much to be lamented.

GOD forbid, my brethren, that you fhould fo learn CHRIST !

If the fcriptures are true, fuch a dodhine is abfolutely falfe.

The lively oracles nd where declare good works to be a necef-

fary condition of our juftification in the fight of GODJ on the

Contrary, they every where affirm, that " Salvation is the

free gift of GOD, through JESUS CHRIST our LORD : that

we are faved by grace through faith ; and that it is not of

works, left any man fhould boaft." No, my brethren, in the

great myftery of man's redemption by JESUS CHRIST, boaft-

ins; is entirely excluded.

We muft not expect to be faved, or any way recommend

ourfelves to GOD, by any or all the works of righteoufnefs

which we have done, or fliall, or cati do. The LORD

CHRIST is our righteoufnefs,—our whole righteoufnefs : im

puted to us, inftead of our own, " We are compleat.in him,"

fays the fcripture. " We are accounted righteous' before

GOD, only for the merits of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, by

faith," faith the eleventh article of our church. And if fo*

how are good works, my brethren, a neceflary condition of

our juftification in the fight of GOD ? The law indeed fays$

" Do this, and live :" but the gofpel brings us the glad tid

ings, that " CHRIST is the end of the law for righteoufnefs

to every one that believeth." CHRIST, by his facrifice, and

perfect obedience, has every Way fulfilled the law for us ; and

GOD will not require to be paid twice. CHRIST bought our

juftification with a great price, even with his own blood. It

comes to us freely, without any regard to works paft, prefenti

or to come. This is the conftant language of CHRIST and

his apoftles ; and therefore, to ufe the words of the foremen-

tioned article, " That we are juftified by faith only, is a

moft wholefome doctrine, and very full of comfort." Ob-

ferve, my brethren, juftified by or through faith, and not for

faith ; for faith is only a means or inftrument whereby the

whole righteoufnefs of Jtsus CHRIST is applied to the fin-

ner's foul : and whofoever does thus believe in his heart, fet-

ting to his fe"al that GOD is true, may be aflured that his par

don is fcaied in heaven ) notwithftanding he has lived in an

* . open



open breach of GOD'S commandments all his life-time before.

'' Be4ieve, (fays the apoftle to the trembling jaylor,) and

thou fhalt be faved :" " Whofoever bclieveth that JESUS is

the CHRIST, is born of GOD." Sa that this faith will not

be dead, idle or ina&ive : for 'tis not a faith of the head, or

a bare aflent to things credible as credible ; the devils thus

believe and tremble : but it is a faith of the heart, a living

principle of new life, infufed into the foul by the fpirit of

GOD, applying that inwardly, which was wrought for him

outwardly by the obedience and death of JESUS CHRIST, and

continually exciting the poffeflbr of it to fhew it forth by his

works ; not as neceflary conditions, but as proofs of his ju-

flification in GOD'S fight ; and as fo many tokens of his gra

titude and love for what GOD has done for his foul. This is

what the apoftle ftiles a " Faith working by love."

I cannot conclude this better than in the words of a truly

evangelical writer now before me. " The law (fayft thou)

muft be obeyed." I anfwer, " CHRIST JESUS hath done

that in his own perfon, and juftified me thereby ; and, for my

own part, I will not labour now to fulfil the law for juftifica-

tion, left I fhould undervalue the merits'of the man CHRIST

JESUs, and what he hath done without me; and yet will I

labour to fulfil, if poffible, ten thoufand laws if there were

fo many : and O let it be out of love to my fweet LORD

JESUS. For the love of CHRIST conftrains me."

You fee, my brethren, this is a topic which I love to dwell

upon. A divine fire kindles in my heart, whilft I am mufing

on, arid writing to you about it : and I fhould here enlarge,

but I muft haften to recommend to you another thing of uu -

fpeakable importance to the well-being of chriftian fociety, a

fpirit of univerfal love. Let not bigotry or party-zeal be fo

much as once named amongft you ; for it bccometh not faints.

Our LORD was a ftranger to it. Whofoever did the will of

his father, the fame was his brother, his filler, his mother.

Wherever he faw the marks of true faith, though in a centu

rion or a Syrophenician, who were aliens to the commonwealth

pf Ifrael, and ftrangers to the covenant of promifc, how did

her publifh and commend it .' Be followers then of him, my

brethren, as dear children ; and love all who love our LORD

JESUS
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JESUS in fincerity and truth, although they fhould not in all

things follow with us. Pharifees and Sadducees, the felf-

rightcous and free-thinkers of this generation, all the chil-?

dren of the devil, whether rich or poor, high or low, how

ever they may differ in other refpects, yet agree in one thing,

even to confpire againft the LORD and againft his CHRIST.

Why fl;ould not the children of GOD, notwuhftanding their

little differences, unite in one common intereft againft fpiri-

tual wickednefTes in high places ? O that all who call them-

felves chriftians, were thus minded ! How fhould we fee the

kingdom of CHRIST come with power, and Satan like light

ning fall from heaven ! From the beginning, it hath been

his policy to divide chriftians into fects and parties, hoping

not only to weaken their intereft, but to make them thereby

believe, that religion wholly confifts in being of this or that

particular communion : and this fubtilty of that old ferpent

hath fo prevailed, that though we all profefs to hold one

LORD, one faith, one baptifm ; yet numbers look upon thofe

who differ from them, and that only in externals, almoft as

creature* of another fpecies, and forbid us with fuch even to

eat. This was once the ftate of the Jewijh, as it is now of

the chriftian church ;—but Goo fhcwed his dtffike of fuch a

temper, by convincing Peter in a miraculous manner, that

he was henceforward to call nothing cornmon or unclean, but

freely to converfe with all who feared him and worked righte-

oufnefs, for that all fuch were accepted of him. My brethren,

be not you difobedient to this heavenly vifion : for our fakes

no doubt it was written, and for as many as the LORD our

GOD fhall call. The felf-righteous, and perhaps fome who

arc weak in faith, will cenfure and condemn your conduct

(as the brethren did Peter) when they behold your free con-

verfation in CHRIST : but Piter has furnifhed you with, an

anfwer, " Forafmuch as Gob hath given to them the like

gift as to us, who believed on JESUS, what are we, that we

fhould withftand GOD r" How dare we make a difference,

when GOD has made none ? How dare we not freely converfe

with thole who have received the Holy Ghoft, 35 well as

we ?

Further,
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Further, my brethren, content not yourfelves with reading,

Ringing and praying together ; but fet fome time apart to con-

fefs your faults and communicate your experiences one to

another, for want of this (which I take to be one chief de-

fign of private meetings) raoft of the old focietes in London, I

ifear, are funk into a dead formality, and have only a name to

live. They meet on a fabbath evening, read a chapter, and

ling a pfalm ; but feldom, if ever, acquaint each other with

the operations of GOD'S fpirit upon their fouls ; notwithftand-

ing this was the great end and intention of thofe who firft be

gan thefe focieties. Hence it is that they have only the form

of godlinefs left amongft them, and continue utter Grangers

to the ftate of one another's hearts. How love, or the power

of religion can fubiift in fuch a lukewarm and fuperficial

way of proceeding, is very hard to conceive. My brethren,

let not your coming together be thus altogether in vain, but

plainly and freely tell one another what GOD has done for

your fouls. To this end, you would do well, as others

have done, to form yourfelves into little companies of four

or five each, and meet once a week to tell each other what is

in your hearts ; that you may then alfo pray for and comfort

each other, as need fhall require. None but thofe that have

experienced it can tell the unfpeakable advantages of fuch a

union and communion of fouls. By this means, brotherly

love will be excited and incrcafed amongft you, and you will

learn to watch over one another for good. This will teach

you the better how to pray, and to give thanks for each other

in your private retirement, and happily prevent and deliver

you from many fnares of the devil : for Satan loves that we

fhould keep his temptations to ourfelves, but cares not fo

much to meddle with thofe, who he knows will difcover his

devices to their brethren. Befidas, this is a moft effectual

means for each to try the fincerity of his own heart, as well

as another's. No one, I think, that truly loves his own foul,

and his brethren as himfelf, will be fhy of opening his heart,

in order to have their advice, reproof, admonition, and pray

ers, as occaftons require. A fincere perfon will efteem it one

of the greateft bleffings ; nor do I know a better means in the

world to keep hypocrify out from amongft you. Pharifees

and
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and unbelievers will pray, read, and fing pfalms ; but none,

fave an Ifraelite indued, will endure to have his heart fearched

out. " He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."

Finally, my brethren, expect a large fhare of contempt ;

for CHRIST'S fervants were always the world's fools. " As

for this fect or herefy, (faid the Jews to Paul,) we know it

is every where fpoken againft." And Paul himfelf, before con

verted, had authority from the chief priefts, to bring as many

as he found of this way before them. Thus were the difci-

ples of the LORD treated in the. infancy of the church ; and

as it was formerly, fo it is and will be now. In our days,

to be a true chriuMan, is really to become a fcandal. If you

were of the world, the world would love its own ; but if

you are not of the world, and CHRIST has chofen you out

of the world, for this very caufe the world moft afluredly

will hate you. 'However it may feem ftrangc to the natural

man, yet there never was a true faint, who was not, like his

Saviour, accounted befide himfelf. And they that will live

godly in CHRIST JESUs, muft to the end of time fuffer perfe-

cution for his name's fake.

But, GOD forbid, my brethren, that a 'little, nay, that

all the contempt in the world, fhould anywife move you away

from the ftedfaft profeffion of the hope of the gofpel. Our

LORD was defpifed before us ; and you know the fervant

muft not prefume to be above his mafter. No ; it is fuffici-

cnt if he be as his mafter, " Made perfect through fuffer-

ings," Be ftedfaft therefore, my brethren, quit yourfelves

like men, be ftrong ; yea, " Be ftrong in the LORD, and in

the power of his might." Be not afhamed of the gofpel of

CHRIST, but follow your mafter without the camp, bearing

his facred reproach. When you are reviled, revile not again.

Blefs, my brethren, ar.d curfe not. Be fubject to the higher

power in all lawful things, and beware of all who would turn

religion into faction. Kemember again and again, that the

weapons of our warfare are not carnal ; and that it is our

glory, when called -to it, patiently to luffer for the truth's

lake.

Thus, my brethren, out of the fulnefs of my heart have I

written unto you. Many of. you I never yet faw, and per-

1) haps
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haps never may fee in the flefb ; however, I love you in the

bowels of JESUS CHRIST, and heartily befeech GOD to blefs

what I truil his fpirit has now enabled me to write unto

you.

You fee, my brethren, I have confined myfelf to fuch par

ticulars as relate to the improving your focieties, and making

them truly chriftian. I hope you will in like manner taka

heed to your ways in common life, and never give the adver-

fery room juftly, to fpeak reproachfully of your conduct. My

brethren, the «yes of all men are upon you. Indeed it highly

concerns you to walk exceedingly circumfpect towards thofe

that are without. I am fure you will not be offended, if,

out of love, I remind you to perform all relative duties with

the utmoft cheerfulnefs, and with a fingle eye to the glory of

GOD. Let your obedience be conftant, univerfal and uni

form, founded on a living faith in CHRIST JESUS, that by

well-doing you may put to filence the flanders of loolifh and

evil men. Let your fpeech, and all your actions, manifeft

whole difciples you are. Confefs your L«IID publicly before

men, and be not afraid to tell thofe that have ears to hear,

what GoD has done for your fouls. It is good to keep clofe

the fecrets of a king, buc it is honourable to reveal the works

of the Almighty. Above all things, my brethren, have fer

vent charity among yourfelves. Bear ye one another's burr

dens, and fo fulfil the law of CHRIST. Be pitiful, be cour

teous, be tender-hearted ; and let it be faid of you as of the

primitive faints, See how thefe chriftians love one another.

Fulfil all righteoufnefs, by conftantly attending on every

ordinance of GOD. Ufe, but not abufe the means of grace,

by refting on them ; knowing that " The kingdom of GoO

is not meats and drinks, but righteoufnefs, peace, and j«y

in the Holy Ghoft." Think that day loft, wherein you do

not make an advance in fome of thefe. The work of regene

ration, though inftanwncous at firft, is progreffive afterwards.

The feed fown in the heart muft be continually watered,

otherwife it will not grow into a great tree. I pray GOD

therefore to fanctify you throughout, in fpirit, foul and body,

and preferve you blamelefs till the coming of our LORD JESUS

CHRIST with all his fai«ts. Then all tears Qiall be wiped

VOL. IV. C away
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away from your 'eyes-, and we fhall fpend an endtefs eternity'

in finging praifes to him that fitteth upon the throne, even

unto the Lamb for ever and ever, Now unto Him that is

able to keep you from falling, and to preferve you faultlefs

before the prcfence of hU glory with exceeding joy, to the

only wife GOD our Saviour, be glory and majefty, dominion,

and power, both tioW and ever. Amen I

A LET-
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L E T T E R,

Savannah, Jan. 23, 1740.

AS I lately paficd through your provinces, in my way

hither, I was fenfibly touched with a fellow-feeling of

the miferics of the poor negroes. Could I have preached more

frequently among you, I fhould have delivered my thoughts

to you in my public difcourfes : but, as bufinefs here re

quired me to flop as little as poffible on the road, I have no

other way to difchafge the concern which at prefent lies upon

my heart, than by fending you this letter. How you will

receive it, I know not ; whether you will accept it in love,

or be offended with me, as the mafter of the damfel was with

Paul for cafting the evil fpirit out of her, when he faw the

hope of his gain was gone, is uncertain : but whatever be

the event, I muft inform you, in the meeknefs and gentlenefs

of CHRIST, that I think Gob has a quarrel with you, for

your abufe of and cruelty to the poor negroes. Whether it

be lawful for chriftians to buy Haves, and thereby encourage

the nations from whence they are brought to be at perpetual

war with each other, I fhall not take upon me to determine ;

but fure I am it is finful, when bought, to ufe them as bad

as, nay worfe than brutes : and whatever particular excep

tions there may be, (as I would charitably hope there are

fome) I fear the generality of you that own negroes, are liable

to fucb a charge ; for your flaves, I believe, work as hard,

if not harder, than the h dries whereon you ride.

Thefe, after they have done their work, are fed and taken

proper care of; but many negroes, when wearied with labour

in your plantations, have been obliged to grind their «wn

corn after they return home.

C 3 Your
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Your dogs are carefled and fondled at your tables ; but

^our flaves, who are frequently filled dogs or hearts, have not

an equal privilege : they are fcarce permitted to pick up the

crumbs which fall from their mafters tables ; nay, fome, as I

have been informed by an eye-witnefs, have been, upon the

incft trifling provocation, cut with knives, and have had forks

thrown into their fkfh : not to mention what numbers have

been given up to the inhuman ufage of cruel tafk-mafters,

who by their unrelenting fcourges have ploughed upon their

backs, and made long furrows, and at length brought them

even to death itfelf. •.

'Tis true, I hope, there are but few fuch monfters of bar

barity fuffered to fubfifl amongft you : fome, I hear, have

been -lately executed in Virginia for killing flaves; and the

laws are very fevere againft fuch. who at any time murder

them.

And perhaps it might be better for the poor creatures them-

felves, to be hurried out of life, than to be made fo mifcrable

as they generally are in it. And indeed, confidering what

ufage they commonly meet with, I have wondered, that we

have not more inftances of felf-murder among the negroes,

or that they have not more frequently rifen up in arms againft

their owners. Virginia has been once, and Charles-Town more

than once, threatned in this way. . ,

And thdugh I heartily pray GOD, they may never be per-

ijnitted to get the upper hand ; yet, fhould fuch a thing be

permitted by providence, all good men muft acknowledge the

judgment would bejuft. For is it not the higheft ingrati

tude, as well as cruelty, not to let your poor flaves enjoy,

fome fruits of their labour ?

When paffing along, whilft I have viewed your planta

tions cleared and cultivated, many fpacious houfes built, and

the owners of them faring fumptuoufly every day, my blood

has frequently almoll run cold within me, to confider how

many of your flaves had neither convenient food to eat,

nor proper raiment to put on, notwithftanding moft of the

comforts you enjoy, were folely owing to their indefatiga

ble Jabours. The fcripture fays, "Thou fhalt not muzzle

the ox that treadeth out the corn." Does GOD take care

of oxen ? And will he not take care of the negroes alfo ?

I Undoubtedly
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Undoubtedly he will. . ^Go to now, ye rich men, weep

and howl for your miferies that fhall come upon you."

Behold the provifion of the poor negroes which have reaped

down your fields, which is by you denied them, erieth,

and the cries of them who reaped, are entered- into the ears of

the LORD of Sabaoth. We have a remarkable inftance of

GOD'S taking cognifance, and avenging the quarrel, of poor

Haves, 2 Sam. xxi. i. " Then there was a famine in the days

of David, three years, year after year ; and David enquired

of the LORD. And the LORD anfwered, It is for Saul and

his bloody houfe, becaufe he flew the Giheonites." Twrt

things are here very remarkable ; firft, that thefe Giheonites

were only hewers of wood and drawers of water, or, in other

words, flaves like yours. Secondly, that this plague was fent

by GOD, many years after the injury, the caufe of the plague,

was committed. And for what end was this and fuch like

examples recorded in holy fcripture ? Without doubt for our

learning, upon whom the ends of the world are come : for

GOD is the fame to-day, as he was yefterday, and will con

tinue the fame for ever. He does not reject the prayer of the

poor and deftitute, nor difregard the cry of the meaneft ne

groes : their blood which has been fpilt, for thefe many years'

in your refpective provinces, will afcend "up to heaven againft

you ; I wifh I could fay, it would fpeak better things than

the blood of. Abtl. But this is not all. Enflaving or mifufing

their bodies, comparatively fpeaking, would be an inconfider-

able evil; was proper care taken of their fouls : but 1 have

great reafon to believe, that moft of you on purpofe keep

your negroes ignorant of chriftianity ; or otherwife, why are

they permitted through your provinces openly to profane the

LORD'S day* by their dancing, piping, and fuch like ? I

know the general pretence for this neglect of their fouls,' is,'

that teaching them chriftianity would make them proud, and

confcquently unwilling to fubmit to ftavery. But what a

dreadful reflection is this upon your holy religion ? What

blafphemous notions muft thofe have, that make fuch an

objection, of the precepts of chriftianity ! Do you find any

one command in the gofpel, that has the lcaft tendency to

make people forget their relative duties ? Do you not read,

that fervants, and as many as are under the yoke of bond-

C 4 age,
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tge, arc required to be fubject in all lawful things to their

maflers, and that not only to the good and gentle, but

alfo to the froward ? Nay, may not I appeal to your own

hearts, whether deviating from the laws of JESUS CHRIST,

is not the caufe of all the evils and miferies mankind now

univerfally groan under, and of all the vices we find both

in ourfelves and others ? Certainly it is. And therefore the

reafon why fervants generally prove fo bad is, becaufe fo

little care is taken to breed them up in the nurture and ad

monition of the LORD. But fome will be fo bold perhaps

as to reply, " That a few of the negroes have been taught

chriftianity, and notwithftanding have been remarkably worfe

than others." But what chriftianity were they taught ?

They were baptized, and taught to read and write : and this

they may do, and much more, and yet be far from the

kingdom of GOD ; for there is a vaft difference between

civilizing and chriftianizing a negroe. A black as well as a

white man, may be civilized by outward reftraints, and after

wards break through thole reftraints again ; but I challenge

the world to produce a fingle i nit a nee of a negroe's being

made a thorough chriftian, and thereby made a worfe fervant ;

it cannot be. But further, if the teaching flaves chriftianity

• has fuch a bad influence upon their lives, why are you generally

defirous of having your children taught ? Think you, they

are any way better by nature, than the poor negroes ? No,

in nowife. Blacks are juft as much, and no more, conceived

and born in fin, as white men are: both, if born and bred

up here, I am perfuaded arc naturally capable of the lame

Improvement. And as for the grown negroes, I am apt to

think, whenever the gofpel is preached with power amongft

them, that many will be brought effectually home to GOD.

Your prefent and paft bad ufage of them, however ill-de-

figned, may thus far do them good, as to break their wills,

increafe the fenfe of their natural mifery, and confequently

better difpofe their minds to accept the redemption wrought

out for them by the death and obedience of JESUS CHRIST.

t^ot long fince, GOD hath been pleafed to make fome of

the negroes in Nnv-England, wflels of mercy ; and fome, I

hear, have been brought to cry out " What fhall we do to

ke fayed ?" in the province of Penfrlvania. Doubtlefs there

5 * tt
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is a time, when the fulnefs of the Gentiles will come in ;

and then, I believe, if not before, thefe defpifed Haves

will find the gofpel of CHTUST to be the power of GOD

to their falvation, as well as we. But I know, all argu

ments to prove the neceffity of taking care of your negroes

fouls, though never fo conclufive, will prove ineffectual, till

you src convinced of the neceffity of fecuring the falvation

of your own. That you yourfelves are not effectually con

vinced of this, I think is too notorious to want evidence.

A general deadnefs as to divine things, and not to fay a

general profanenefs, is difcernible both in paftors and people.

Moft of you are without any teaching prieft. And what

ever quantity of rum there may be, yet I fear but very few

bibles are annually imported into your different provinces. .

GOD has already begun to vim for this, as well as for other

wicked things. For near two years laft paft, he has been in

. a remarkable manner contending with the people of South-Ca

rolina : their houfes have, been depopulated with the fmall

pox and fever, and their own flaves have rifen up in arms

againft them. Thefe judgments are undoubtedly fent abroad,

not only that the inhabitants of that, but of other provinces,

fhould learn righteoufnefs : and unlefs you all repent, you

all muft in like manner expect to perifh. GOD firft generally

corrects us with whips : if that will not do, he muft cha-

ftife us with fcorpions. A foreign enemy is now threatning

to invade you ; and nothing will more provoke GOD, to give

you up as a prey into their teeth, than impenitence and un

belief. Let thefe be removed, and the fons of violence fhall

not be able to hurt you : no ; your oxen fhall be ftrong to

labour ; there (hall be no decay of your people by epidemical

lickneG ; no leading away into captivity from abroad ; and

no complaining in your ftreets at home. Your fons (hall

grow up as young plants, and your daughters be as the

poliihcd corners of the temple : and, to fum up all bleffings

in one, " Then fhall the LORD be your GOD." That you

may be the people who are in fuch a happy cafe, is the

earneft prayer of,

Your fincere well- wittier and fervant in CHRIST,

. C. ff.
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BETTER,

Mj bar Friends, Niw-Tort, Nov. i, 1740.

LAST night and this morning I read your queries and

fcruples. Whether they were compiled by church-

members, or minifters of the prcfbytcrian perfuafion, I fhall

pot take upon me to determine. I think I may fay with Da

vid, though on another occafion, " Joab's hand is in this."

If your minifters were really the authors, and you only their

reprefentatiyes, they have not acted fimply. They had better

have fpoken out. I fhould as readily have anfwcred them 99

you. Salomon fays, " He that hateth reproof, is brutifb." And

if I know any thing of my own heart, I fhould think myfelf

obliged to any one that convinces me of an error, either in

principle or practice. I therefore aflure you, that I do not

find the leaft refentment (Hiring in my foul againft thofe (who*

ever they be) that propofed the queries, or againft the reverend!

prcfhyccry that advifed you to fend them to me in a public

manner : no, I rejoice in it ; becaufe it gives me an opportu

nity of doing what my friends know I have for fome time

propofed, the correcting fome paflages in my printed fermons.

I think it no difhonour, to retra& fome expreffions that for

merly dropped from my pen, before GOD was pleafed to give

me a more clear knowledge of the doctrines of grace. St.

Au/iint I think, did fo before me. The LORD'S dealing with

me was fomewbat out of the common way. I can fay, to the

honour of rich free diftinguifhing grace, that I received the:

Spirit of adoption before I had converfed with one man, ot

read a fingle book, on the doctrine of " Free juftification by

the imputed rigbteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST." No wonder

then, that I was not fp clear in fome points at my firft fetting

out in the miniftry. Our LORD was pleafed to enlighten m«
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by degrees; and I defire your prayers, that his grace may

fhine more and more in my heart, till it breaks forth into per-

fect day.

But to come to the exceptionable paflages in my fermons.

You blame me for faying,

Vol. II. page 17. " That Adarn was adorned with alt the

perfections of the Deity." It is a wrong expreffion : I 'Would

correct it thus : " All the moral communicable perfections of

ehe Deity." Again, " Man was the perfection of the moral

and material world : let it ftand thus ; " The perfection of

all the viftble world."

Vol. II. page 22 and 2^ •'« Wafties the gai'lt of fin'-aw|y

by the tears of a iincere repentance, joined with faith in- the

blood of JESUS CHRIST." This is falfe divinity: I would

now alter }t thus: -" Recovers niS'former peace, by renewing

his acts of faith on the perfect righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST."

Vol. l. page 79. " And which alone can render any of

our actions acceptable in GSD'S fight." It fhould be, u And

without which, any of our fictions cannot -be acceptable iti

GOD'S fight." '«••:

Vol.1, page 16. 'f Who vainty depend on (heir own

fighteoufnSfsy and not on the righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST,

Imputeditd, and inherent in them, as nereflary fbMfreii' eter-f

nal fa^vation." To avoid all miftakes, I would expreis my-i

felf in this manner, " Who have neither CHRIST'S righfeouf-*

nefs imfitt«d to them, for their jnftification irt thte fight, rto?

holinefs wrought in their fouls as the confequence of : that, in

order to make them meet for the enjoyment of Goii.'''i v'.ii

• Vol. I. page 7. For, " To qualify us fop heing 'favingfy

in CHR-1ST," read, " To qualify Us for living tterhatiy a)itb

CHRIST."

The feeming contradiction in my fermon, Vol. II. p. 128.

compared with p. 137. I think may be reconciled by that paf--

fageof the Apoftle, " After you believed, you were fcaled by

the Spirit of promife," Your arguing on this head, p. 21. fec-

tion vii. I think is not fo clear. Might you not as reafonably

have blamed JESUS CHRIST for faying to a.dead man, " La-

2arus, come forth ? " However, inftead of quickening Spirit,

tol. II. p. 137. let it beread, " fanctifying Spirit,"

» .- . t (,. . . • i .
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Vol. II. p. 33. '' The man CHRIST JESUS is fpiritually

formed in your hearts." I would alter it thus, " That

CHRIST is formed within you."

Vol. I. p. 53. " The many fouls that are nourifhed

weekly by the fpiritual body and blood of JESUS CHRIST by

your means." Let it be altered for thefe words, " Nourifhed

Weekly at the LORD'S fupper by your means.

I fee no reafon to alter my explanation of the words,

" Baptizing them into the nature of the Father, Son, and

HolyGhoft;" and, "CHRIST fpiritually conceived in the

heart of Eve :" I mean no more by thefe expreffions than thd

Apoftle, when he fays, " Know ye not that CHRIST is in.

you, unlefs you be reprobates ?" And again, " No one can

call CHRIST, Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft." And again,

" We are made partakers of a divine nature." Vol. II. p. 128.,

thefe words [in the Lord's prayer] may be left out: though,

if the word name fignifies GOD'S attributes, according to yout1

own confefllon, why may it not figntfy his eflence P What

are GOD'S attributes but GOD himfelf ?

Vol. I. p. 14. After, " eflential ones too," infert, " if

perfons are capable of performing them."

Thefe, if I miftake not, are all the paflages in my fermons,

which you objedt againft. And now to convince yotr, :that I

am not afhamed to own my faults, I can inform you of other

paflages as juftly exceptionable. In my fermon on juftificationj

I feem to aflert univerfal redemption, which I now abfolutely

deny. In my almoft chriftian, I talk of works procuring us fd

high a crown. In my fermon on the marks of the new-bitch,

I fay, " We fhall endure to the end, if ive continue fo. Thefe,

and perhaps fome other paflages, though capable of a candid

interpretation, I now diflike ; and in the next edition of my

fermons, GOD willing, I propofe to alter them. In the mean

while, I fhall be thankful to any that will point out my er

rors ; and I promife, by divine affiftance, they fhall have no

reafon to fay, " That I am one who hates to be reformed."

" Let the righteous fmite me, it fhall be a kindnefs ; and let

him reprove me, and it fhall be an excellent oil, which fhall

not break my head : for yet my prayer alfo fhali be in their

calamities."

'A,
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As for your infinuating, that I countenance Mr. Wejley in

his errors, it is no fuch thing. I prefaced Halylurtari's Me

moirs before I faw what Mr. ll'cflty had written ; and fince I

have feen it, have mere than once faid, " If I had known

what Mr. Wefley had written, I would not have prefaced Ha-

/piar/sn. at all. I do not , underftand Mr. Wejley in his inter

pretation of thefe words, " He that is born again of Gon,

finneth not ;" and therefore have torn off that part of his pre

face, out of feveral of thofe books which I have given away

lately, arid have acquainted him in what I think in this par

ticular he errs, by fundry letters.

You wrong me, if you think I am an Antinamian. For

when I fay, " GOD made no fecond covenant with Adam" I

mean no more than this : " Goo made no fecond covenant

with Adam in his own perfon in behalf of his pofterity ; nor

did man's acceptance in the fight of GOD, after the fall, de

pend, either wholly' or in part, on his works, as before the

fall." Whoever reads the author of The Whole Duty of Man',

will find he thinks otherwife ; and I believe your friends in

Sfatland will not thank you for defending that book, as you

feemingly have done in your late queries.

Your objections, concerning my favourable opinion of fomc

particular quakers that I have converfed with ; and alfo about

feme particular promifes, which I think have been made me,

you may find fatisfied in my " Anfwer to the Bifhop of Lon

don's laft Paftoral Letter," and in a " Letter to the Bifhop of

Gloucejler."

I am no friend to cafting lots ; but I believe, on extraordi

nary qccafions, when things can be determined no other way,

GOD, if appealed to, and waited on by prayer and fafting,.

will anfwer by lot now, as well as formerly. , ..

Do not condemn me for preaching extempore, and for faying,

I am helped often immediately in thatexercife ; when thoufands

can prove, as well as myfelf, that it has been fo. Neither

fhould you cenfure me as one that would lay afidc reading.

I am of Bifhop Sanderfons mind : " Study without prayer, is

atheifm ; prayer without ftudy, prefumption." Blame not

me, for the warmth of fomc of my adherents, as you call

them. One of your minifters knows, how fharply 1 rebuked

one of them for his warmth, at Forki-Manor. I am for loving

as brethren, and with all would copy after the lowly JESUS.

But
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But then I cannot difcommend thofe (fuppofing they do it in

the fpirit of mceknef ) who exclaim againft dry, faplefs, un

converted minifters. Such furely are the bane of the chriftian

church. But my other affairs will not permit me to enlarge.

Some of the latter part of your queries, for your own, and

. not my own fake, I fhall not mention. I hope 1 can fay with

more fincerity than Hazael, " Is your fervant a dog, that he

fhould do" what you fuggeft ! But I pray GOD to forgive

you. H^ knows my heart. My one defign is to bring poor

fouls to JESUS CHRIST. I defire to avoid extremes, fo as not

to be a bigot on the one hand, or confound order and decency

- on the other. And I could heartily wifh the reverend pref-

bytery, when they advifed you to publifh your queries, had

alfo cautioned you againft dipping your pen in fo much gall.

Surely your insinuations are contrary to that charity, which

hopeth and bclieVeth all things for the beft. And I appeal to

your own hearts, whether it was right, efpecially fince you

heard the con ft ant tenor of my preaching in Anier'ua has been

calviniftical, to cenfure me as a Papifi or Arminian, becaufe 4

few unguarded expreffions dropped from my pen, juft as I

came from the univerfity of Oxford. Could Archbifhop Til-

lotfon, or the Author of The Whole Duty of Man, fay fo ? Bui

I have done. The LORD be with you ! I am a poor frail

creature. And as fuch 1 befeech you to pray for

Your affectionate friend and fervant,

GEORGE WHITE FIELD,

VOL. IV. D A LET-
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L E t • T E R

TO THE

Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY,

PREFACJfe,

T•fm very Well aware, ivhat diferent effefls the publijhing this

Letttr againjJ the dear Mr. Wefley'* Sermon will produce.

Maty of myfriends, that art ftrtniious advocatesfor univerfal Re

demption, will immediately he offended. Many that are zealous

on the other ftde, will he much rejoiced. They that are luke-warm.

on hoth Jides, and are carried away with carnal reafoning, will

wijh this matter had never heen brought Under debate. Tfye reafens

1 have giveti at the heginning of the letter, I think ate fujficient.tt

fatisfy all, of my condufl herein. / defire therefore, thai they v•ba

' hold Eledlion would not triumph, or make a party on one hand ;

(fer I detejl anyfuch thing) and that they who are prejudiced again/I

that doflrine, he not too much concerned or offended on the other.

Known unto God are all his ways from the beginning of the worlds

the great day will difcover, why the Lord permits dear Afr,

Wefley and me to he of a different Way of thinking. At .prefeitti

1jhall make no enquiry into that matter, heyond the account which

he has given of it himfelf in the faliawing letter, wbieb I iati

receivedfrom his own dear hands. " '•'

D j 1*
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My dear Brother, London, Auguft g, 1740.

J Thank you for yours, May tie 2^th. The cafe is quite plant.

There are bigots hoth for predefiination and againjl it. God

it fending a mejjage to thife an eitherfide. But neither will re

ceive it, unlefsfrom one who is of their own opinitn. Therefore?

ftr a time you are fuffcred t3 he of one opinion, and I of another.

But when his time is come, God will do what man cannot, namely,

make us hoth of one mind. Then perfecution willflame out, and

it will bt feen whether we count our 'lives dear unto ourfelves, f»

that we may fnijh our uurfe with joy. I am, my deareft brethert

i . '. Ever yours, .

J. WESLEY.

.. Thus my honouredfriend, I heartily pray God to hajlen the time,

for bis heing clearly enl'gbtened into all the doflrines ofdivine reve

lation, that we may thus he clofely united in principle andjudgment,

as well as heart and affeflim. And then if the Lord jhould call

us to it) I care not if I go with him to prifon, ir to death. For

like Paul and Silas, / kc,pe we jhallftng praifes to God, and count

it our higbejl honour to fuffir fer ChrijTsfake, and to lay dnun

our lives for the brethren.

Bethcfda In Georgia, Dee. 24, 1740.

Reverend and very dear Brother,

GOD only knows, what unfpeakable farrow of heart I

have felt on your account, fince I left England laft.

Whether it be my infirmity or not, I frankly confefs, that

Jonah could not go with more reluctance againft Nineveh,

than I now take pen in band to write againft you. Was na

ture to fpeak, I had rather die than do it; and yet if I am

faithful to GOD, and to my own and other's foul's, I muft not

' (land neuter any longer. I am very apprehenfive, that our

common adverfaries will rejoice to fee us differing among

ourfelves. But what can I fay? The children of GOD are in

'danger of falling into error. Nay, numbers have been mifled,

whom GOD has been p-leafed to work upon by my mvniftry,

and a greater number are ftill calling aloud upo/i ma, to fhcw

alfo my opinion ; I muft then £hew, that I know no man

after the flefb, and that I have no refpect to perfons, any

t'urtbi-r
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further than is confiftent with my duty to my Lord and

Mafter, JESUS CHRIST.

This letter, no doubt, will lofe me many friends : and for

this caufe, perhaps GOD has laid this difficult tafk upon me,'

even to fee whether I am willing to forfake all for him, o^

not. From fuch confideratio;is as thefe, I think it my duty

to bear an humble teftimony, arid earheftly to plead for the

truths, which I am convinced, are clearly revealed in the

word of GOD. In the defence whereof I muft ufe great plairi-

nefs of fpeech, and treat my deareft friends upon earth with

the greateft fimplicity, faithfulnefs and freedom, leaving the

confequences of all to GOD. .

' For feme time before, and efpecially Gnce my laft depar

ture from England, both in public and private^ by preaching

and printing, you have been propagating the doctrine of uni-

verfal redemption. And when I remember, how Paul reproved

Piter for his diffimulation, I fear I have been flnfully fileni

too long. O then be not angry with me, dear and honoured

Sir, if now I deliver my foul, by telling you, that I think

in this you greatly err.

'Tis not my defigrt to ehter into a Jong debate on GOD'S

decrees. I refer you to Dr. Edwards his Veritas Redux, which<

I think, is unanfwerable, except in a certain point, concern

ing a middle fort between elect and reprobate, which he him-

felf in effect afterwards condemns.

I fhall only make a few remarks upon your fcrmon, entitled

free-Grace. And before I enter upon the difcourfe itfelf, give

me leave to take a little notice of what, in your preface, you

term an indifpenfible obligation, to make it public to all the

World. I muft own, that I always thought you were quite

miftaken upon that head. The cafe (you know) Hang's thus:

When you was at Brijlal, I think you received a letter from a

private hand, charging you with not preaching the gofpel,

becaufe you did not preach up election. Upon this you drew

a lot : the anfwer Was " preach and pritit." I have often

queftioned, as I do now, whether in fo doing, you did not

tempt the LORD. A due exercife of religious prudence, with

out a lot, would have directed you in that matter. Befides, 1

never heard that you enquired of GOD, whether or not elec

tion was a gofpel doctrine ? But I fear, taking it for granted*

D4 it
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it w»» net, you onty enquired, whether you fhould be filent,

or preach and print againft it? However this be, the lot came

out " prtaeb and print;" accordingly you preached and printed

againft election. At my defire, you fupptcfled the publifhing

the fermon whilft I was in England; but foon fcnt.it into the

world after my departure. O that you had kept it in ! How

ever, if that fermon was printed in anfwer to a lot, I am apt

to think, one reafon, why GOD fliould fo fuffer you to be

deceived, Was, that hereby a fpeciul obligation might be laid

upon me, faithfully to declare the fcripture doctrine of elec

tion, that thus the LOR-D might give me a frefh opportunity of

feeing what was in my heart, and whether I would be true to

his caufe or not ; as you could not but grant, he did once be

fore, by giving you fuch another lot at DtaL The morning

I failed from Dial for Gibraiter, you arrived from Georgia. IB- .

ftead of giving me an opportunity to converfe with you, though

the fhrp was not far off the fhore ; you drew a lot, and im

mediately fet forwards to London. You left a letter behind

you, in which were words to this" effect. " When I faw

GOD, by the wind which was carrying you out, brought me

"in, I afked counfel of GOD. His anfwer you have enclofed."

This Was a piece of paper, in which were written thefe words.

'"Let him return to London."

When 1 received this, I was fomewhat furprized. Here was

a good man telling me, he had caft a lot, and that GOD would

have me return to Ltndon. On the other hand, I knew my

call was to Georgia, and that I had taken leave of London, and

could not juftly go from the foldiers, who were committed to

my charge. I betook myfelf with a friend to prayer. That

pafTage in the firft book of Kings, chap. 13. was powerfully

impreffed upon my foul, where we are told, " That the Pro-

'phet was flain by a lion, that was tempted to go back, (con

trary to GOD'S exprefs order) upon another Prophet's telling

him GOD would have him do fo." I wrote you word, that I

could not return to London. We failed immediately. Some

months after, I received a letter from you at Georgia, wherein

you wrote words to this effect. " Though GOD never before

'gave me a wr6ng lot, yet, perhaps, he futfcred me to have fuch

a lot at that rime, to try what was in your heart." I fhould

" never have publifhed this private tranfa&ion to the world, d:d

nut
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not the glory of GOD call me to it. It is plain you had a

wrong lot given you here, and juftly, becaufe you tempted

GOD in drawing one. And thus I believe it is in the prefent

cafe. And if fo, let not the children of GOD, who are mine

and v-n;r intimate friends, and alfo advocates for univerfal re-

demption, think that doctrine true, becaufe you preached it up

in compliance with a lot given out from GOD.

This, I think, may ferve as an anfwer to that part of the

preface, to your printed fermon, wherein you fay, " nothing

but the ftrongeft conviction, not only that what is here ad

vanced is the truth as it is in JESBs, but alfo that I am indlf-

penfibly obliged to declare this truth to all the world." That

you believe what you have written to be truth, and that you

honeftly aim at GOD'S glory in writing, I do not in the lead

doubt. But then, honoured Sir, I cannot but think you have

been much miftaken, in imagining that your tempting GCD,

by catling a lot in the manner you did, could lay you under

an indifpenjible obligation to any action, much lefs to publifh

your fermon againft the doctrine of preJtflination it life.

I muft next obferve, that as you have been unhappy in print

ing at all, upon fuch an imaginary warrant, fo you have been

as unhappy in the choice of your text. Honoured Sir, how

could it enter into your heart, to chufe a text to difprove the

doctrine of election, out of the 8th of the Romans, where this

doctrine is fo plainly afll-rted, that once talking with a quaker

upon this fubje&, he had no other way of evading the force

of the Apoftle's afTertion, than by faying, " I believe Paul

was in the wrong." And another friend lately, who was once

highly prejudiced againft election, ingenuoufly confefTed, " that

he ukd to think St. Paul himfelf was miftaken, or that he was

not truly tranflated."

Indeed, honoured Sir, it is plain, beyond all contradiction,

that St. Paul, through the whole eighth of the Romans, is

fpeaking of the privileges of thofe only who are really in

CHRIST. And let any unprejudiced perfon read what goes

before, and what follows your text, and he muft confefs the

word ALL only fi^nifies thofe that are in CHRIST; and the lat

ter part of the text plainly proves, what, I find, dear Mr.

ffifley will, by no means, grant, I mean the final pet-feva-ance

of the children of GOD. " He that fpared not his own Son,

but
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but delivered him up for us all, (/. e. all Saints) how fhajl h«

not with him alfo freely give us all things." Grace, in parti

cular, to enable us to perfevere, and every thing elfe neceflary

to carry us home to our Father's heavenly kingdom.

Had any one a mind to prove the doctrine1 of ehflion, as

weH as of final perseverance•, he could hardly wifh for a text

more fit for his purpofe, than that which you have chofen to

difprove it. One that does not know you, would fufpect you

yourfelf was fenfible of this : for after the firft paragraph, I

fcarce know whether you have mentioned it fo much as once,

through your whole fermon.

But your difcouife, in my opinion, is as: little to the pur-

pofe as your text, and inftcad of warping, does but more and

more confirm me in the belief of the doctrine of GOD'S eternal

eleflion.

1 fball not mention how illogically you have proceeded.

Had you written clearly, you fhould firft, honoured Sir, have

proved your propofuion, " that GOD'S grace is free to all,"

and then by way of inference, exclaimed again ft what you call

the horrible decree. But you knew that people (becaufe armi-

fianifait of late, has fo much abounded among us) were ge--

nerally prejudiced again fl the doctrine of reprobation, and there

fore thought if you kept up their diffike of that, you could

overthrow the doctrine of election entirely. For, without

doubt, the doctrine of election and reprobation muil fland or

fall together.

But paffing by this, as alfo your equivocal definition of the

word grace, and your falfe definition of the wordyhv, and

that 1 may be as fhort as poffible, I frankly acknowledge, I

believe the doctrine of reprobation, in this view, that GOD

intends to give faving grace, through JESUS CHRIST, only to

a certain number, and that the reft: of mankind, after the fall

of Adamt being j'-iftly l'-'ft of GOD to continue in fin, will at

laft fuffer that eternal death, which is its proper wages.

This is the eftablifhed doctrine of fcripture, and acknow

ledged as fuch in the i ;th article of the church of England,

as Bifhop Burntt himfelf confefles; yet dear Mr. Wejley abfo-

lutely denies it. .

But the moft important objections, which you have urged

Kgainft thii do&rine, as reafons why you reject it, being reri-

ouffy
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Oufly confidered, and faithfully tried by the word of GoO,

•will appear to be of no force at all. Lee the matter be hum

bly and calmly reviewed, as to the following heads.

Firft, you fay, " if this be fo (i'. e. if there be an eJe&iort)

then is all preaching vain: it is needlefs to them that are eledt-

ed ; for they, whether with preaching or without, will infal

libly be fared. Therefore, the end of preaching to fave fouls

is void, with regard to them. And it is ufelels to them that

are not elected ; for they cannot poffibly be faved; they, \v!ie-

ther with preaching or without, will infallibly be damned.

The end of preaching is therefore vord, with regard to them

likewife, So that in either cafe our preaching is varin, arid

your hearing alfo vain." Page 10th, paragraph the Qth.

0 dear Sir, what kind of reafoning, or rather fophiftry is

this ! Hath not GOD, who hath appointed falvation for a cer

tain number, appointed' alfo the preaching of the word, as a

means to bring them to it? Does any one hold election in any

other fenfe ? And if fo, how is preaching needlefs to them that

are elected ; when the gofpel is defigned by GOD himfclf, to

be the power of GOD unto their eternal falvation ?' And fince

we know not who are eleiEt, and who reprobate, we are to

preach promifcuoufly to ail. For the word may be ufeful,

even to the non-elect, in reftraining them frdm much wicked -

nefs and fin. However, it is enough to excite te the utmdft

diligence in preaching and hearing, vrheri we conftdcr, that by

thefe means, fome, even as many as the LORD hath ord^med

to eternal life, fhall certainly be quickened and eriabled to be

lieve. And who, that attends, efpecially with reverence aftd

care, can tell but he may bs found of that happy number ? •

Secondly, you fay, " that it, [the doctrine of election and

reprobation] directly tends to deftroy that holinefs, which is

the end of all the ordinances of GOD." For, (fays the dear

miftaken Mr. Wtjley} " it wholly takes away thofe firft md.-

tives to follow after it, fo frequently propofed in fcifpture.

The hope of future reward, and fear of punifhment, the hope

of heaven, and the fear of hell, &c." page nth.

1 thought, that one who carries perfection to fuch an ex

alted pitch as dear Mr. IVef.ey does, would know, that a trbe

lover of the LORD JESUS CHRIST would ftrive to be holy for

the fake of being holy, and work for CHRIST out of love afcd

graiitudey
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gratitude, without any regard to the rewards of heaven, or

fear of hell. You remember, dear Sir, what Uiougal fays,

'' Love's a more powerful motive that does them move."

But paffing by this, and granting that rewards and punifh-

inents (as they ^certainly are) may be motives from which a

chriftian may be honeflly ftirred up to a& for GOD, how does

the dotilrinc of election deftroy thefe motives ? Do not the

elect know that the more good works they do, the greater

will be their reward ? And is not that encouragement enough

to fet them upon, and caufe them to perfevere in working for

JESUS CHRIST ? And how does the doctrine of election de

ftroy holinefs ? Whoever preached any other election, than

what the Apoftle preached, when he faid, " Chofen through

fan&ification of the Spirit?" Nay, is not holinefs made a

mark of our election by all that preach it ? And how then

can the doctrine of election deftroy holinefs ?

The inftancc which you bring to illustrate your aflertion,

indeed, dear Sir, is quite impertinent. For you fay, " If a

fick man knows, that he muft unavoidably die or unavoidably

recover, though he knows not which, it is not reafonable to

take any phyfic at all," page 1 1. Dear Sir, what abfurd rea-

foning is here ? Was you ever fick in your life ? If fo, did

not the bare probability or poffibility of your recovering,

though you knew it was unalterably fixed, that you muft live

or die, encourage you to take phyfic ? For how did you know,

but that very phyfic might be the means GOD intended to

rocover you by ? Juft thus it is as to the doctrine of election.

I know that it is unalterably fixed, may one fay, that I muft

be damned or faved ; but fince I know not which, for a cer

tainty, why fhould I not ftrive, though at prefent in a flate

of nature, fince I know not but this ftriving may be the means

GOD has intended to blefs, in order to bring me into a ftate

of grace ? Dear Sir, confider thefe things. Make an impar

tial application, and then judge what little reafon you had tor

conclude the loth paragraph t page 12, in thefe words : " So

directly does this doctrine tend to fhut the very gate of

. holinefs in general, to hinder unholy men from ever apprqach-

ing thereto, or ftriving to enter in thereat."

" As directly," fay you paragraph n, " dors the doiSlrinri

tend to deftroy feveral particular branches of hulirtefsi fuch as

meekriefs;



meelcnefs, love, &c." I fhall fay little, dear Sir, in anfwet

to this paragraph. Dear Mr. Wtflty perhaps has been dif-

puting with Tome warm narrow fpirited men that held election,

and then infers, that their warmth and narrownefs of (pint,

was owing to their principles ? But does not dear Mr. Wefley

know many dear children of GOD, who are predeftinarians,

and yet are meek, lowly, pitiful, courteous, tender.hearted,

kind, of a catholic fpirit, and hope to fee the moft vile and

profligate of men converted ? And why ? beeaufe they know

GOD faved themfelves by an a& of his electing love, and they

know not but he may have elected thofe who now fcem to be

the nioft abandoned. But, dear Sir, we muft not judge of

the truth of principles in general, nor of this of election in

particular, entirely from the practice of fomc that profefs to

hold them. If fo, I am fure much might be faid againft your

own. For I appeal to your own heart, whether or not you

have not felt in yourfeH, or obferved in others, a narrow-fpi-

ritednefs, and fome difunion of foul refpe&ing thofe that hold

particular redemption. If fo, then according to your own

rule, tiniverfai redemption is wrong, beeaufe it deftroys feveral

branches of holinefs, fuch as meeknefs, love, &c. But not

to infift upon this, I beg you would obferve, that your infe

rence is entirely fet afide by the force of the Apoftle's argu

ment, and the language which he exprefly ufes, Col. iii. 12, 13,

'' Put on, therefore, (as the elect of GOD, holy and beloved)

bowels of mercy, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs,

long-fuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one

another, if any man have a quarrel againft any, even as

CH&IST forgave you, fo alfo do ye." Here we fee that the

Apoftle exhorts them to put on bowels of mercy, kindnefs,

humblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering, &c. upon this

consideration, namely, beeaufe they were elect of GOD.

And all who have experimentally felt this doctrine in their

hearts, feel that thefe graces are the genuine effects of their

being eje&ed of GOD.

But, perhaps dear Mr. Wtfley may be miftaken in thi»

point, and call that paffion, which is only zeal for GOD'S

'truths. You know, dear Sir, the Apoftle exhorts us to

"contend earneftly for the faith once delivered to the faints,"

'and therefore you muft no: condemn all that appear zealous for



flic docVmeof'election, as narrow-fpirite'd, or perfccutors, l>e-

caufe they think it their duty to oppofe you. I am fure, 1 love

ydu in the bowels of JESUS CHRIST, and think I could lay

down my life for your fake ; but yet, dear Sir, I cannot help

ftrenuoufly oppefing your errors upon this important fubjedr,

fcecaufe I think you warmly, though not defignedly, oppofe

the- truth, as it is in JESUS. May the LORD remove the

fcales of prejudice from oft" the eyes of your mind, and give

you a zeal according to true chriftian knowledge ! ., ,

Thirdly, fays your fermon, page 13, paragraph 12, " This

doctrine tends to deftroy the comforts of religion, the happi-

nefs of chriftianity, &c." .'1; .

'• But how does Mr. Wejley know this, who never believed

election ? I believe they who have experienced it, -will agree

with our 1 7th article, " That the godly confideration of pre-

deftination, and election in CHRIST, is full of fweet, plealanr,

unfpeakable comfort to godly perfons, and fuch as feel in

themfelves the working of the Spirit "of CHRIST, mortifying

the works of the flefh, and their earthly members, ane! draw

ing their minds to high and heavenly things, as \Vell-bccaufe

It does greatly eftablifh and confirm their faith of eternal fal«

vation, to be enjoyed through CHRIST, as becaufe it:doth fer-i

vently kindle their love towards GOD, &c." This plainly

{hews, that our godly reformers did not think election de-

ftroyed holinefs, or the comforts of religion. As for my own

part, this doctrine is my daily fupport : I fhould utterly fink

under a dread of my impending trials, was I not firmly per-

fuaded that GOD has chofen me in CHRIST from before the

foundation of the world, and that now being effectually called,

he will fuller none to pluck me out of his almighty hand. . '.

• You proceed thus : " This is evident as to all thofe who

•believe themfelves to be reprobate, or only fufpect or fear it i

all the great and precious promifes are loft to them ; they af

ford them no ray of comfort." , " i

In anfwer to this, let me obferve, that none living, elpe-

^dally none who are defirous of falvation, can know that they

rare not ef the number of GOD'S ele&. None, but the uncon-

'Verted, can have any juft reafon, fo much as to fear it. And

would dear Mr. Wtftey give comfort, or dare you apply the

precious promifes of the gofpd, being children's bread, to men

' ' in



in a natural ftate, while they continue To ? GOD forbid !

What if the do&rine of election and reprobation does put fome

upon doubting ? So does that of regeneration. Bur, is not

this doubting, a good means to put them upon fearching and

ftriving ; and that ftriving, a good means to make their calling

and their ele&ion fure. This is one reafon among many

others, why I admire the do&rine of ele&ion, and am con

vinced that it fhould have a place in gofpel miniftrations, and

fhould be infifted on with faithfulnefs and care. It has a na

tural tendency to rouze the foul out of its carnal fecurity. And

therefore many carnal men cry out againft it. Whereas uni-

verfal redemption is a notion fadly adapted to keep the foul in

its lethargic fleepy condition, and therefore fo many natural

men admire and applaud it.

Your i3th, I4th, and I5th paragraphs come next to be

confidered. " The witnefs of the Spirit, (you fay, para

graph 14, p. 14.) experience fhews to be much obftru&ed

by this doctrine." But, dear Sir, whofe experience ? Not

your own ; for in your Journal, from your embarking for

Georgia, to your return to London, page the laft, you feem to

acknowledge that you have it not, and therefore you are no

competent judge in this matter. You muft mean then the

experience of others. For you fay in the fame paragraph,

*' Even in thofe who have tafled of that good gift, who

yet have foon loft it again, (I fuppofe you mean loft the

fenfe of it again) and fallen back into doubts and fears and

darknefs, even horrible darknefc that might be felt, &c."

Now, as to the darknefs of defertion, was not this the cafe of

JESUS CHRIST himfclf, after he had received an unmcafurable

unction of the Holy Ghoft ? Was not his foul exceeding

forrowful, even unto death, in the garden ? And was he not

furrounded with an horrible darknefs, even a darknefs that

might be felt, when on the crofs he cryed out, " My

GOD! My GOD! why haft thou forfaken me?" And

that all his followers are liable to the fame, is it not evident

from fcripture ? For, fays the Apoftle, '* He was tempted in

all things like unto his brethren, that he might be able to

fuccour thofe that are tempted." And is not their liablenefs

thereunto, confiftent with that conformity to him in fuffering,

v hich his members are to bear I Why then fhould perfons
, J filing



falling into darknefs, after they have received the witnefs of

the Spirit, be any argument againfr. the do&rinc of election?

" Yes, you fay, rtfany, very many of thofe thaf hold it not,

in all parts of the earth, have enjoyed the uninterrupted wit

nefs of the Spirit, the continual light of GOD'S countenance,

from the moment wherein they firft believed, for many

months or years to this very day." But how does dear Mr.

Wefley know this ? Has he confulted the experience of many,

very many in all parts of the earth ? Or could he be fure of

what he hath advanced without fufficient grounds, would if,

follow, that their being kept in this light, is owing to their

not believing the doctrine of election ? No, this, according

to the fentiments of our church, " greatly confirms and efta-

blifhes a true chriftian's faith of eternal falvation through

CHRIST," and is an anchor of hope, both fure and ftedfaft,

when he walks in darkneis and fees no light ; as certainly he

may, even after he hath received' the witnefs of the Spirit^

whatever you or others may unadvifedly aflert to the contrary.

Then, to have refptct to GOD'S everlafting covenant, and

to throw himfclf upon the free diftinguifhing love of that

GOD, who changeth not, will make him lift up the hands

that hang down, and ftrengthen the feeble knees. But, with

out the belief of the dodVrine of electk>n, and the immutability

bf the free love of GOD, I cannot fee how it is poffible that

any fhould have a comfortable aflurance of eternal falvation.

What could it fignify to a man,whofe confcience is thoroughly

awakened, and who is warned in good earneft to feek delive

rance from the wrath to come, though he fhould be aflured

that all his paft fins are forgiven, and that he is now a child

of GOD ; if notwithftanding this, he may hereafter become a

child of the devil, and be caft into hell at laft ? Could fuch

an aflurance yield any folid lafting comfort to a perfon con

vinced of the corruption and treachery, of his own heart, and

of the malice, fubtilty, and power of Satan ? No! that which

alone deferves the name of a full aflurance of faith, is fuch an

aflurance, as emboldens the believer, under die fenfe of his

intereft in diftinguifhing love, to give the challenge to all his

adverfaries, whether men or devils, and that with regard to

all their future, as well as prefent attempts to deftroy ; fayipg

with the Apoftle, " Who ftiall lay any thing to the charge of

7 GOD'S



GOD'S eleff ? It is GOD thatjuftiF.es ; who is he that con

demns me ? It is CHRIST that died : yea rather that is rifen

again, who is even at the right hand of GOD, who alfo

maketh interceffion for me. Who fhall feparate me from the

love of CHRIST ? fhall tribulation or diftrefs, or perfccution

or famine, or nakednefs, or peril or fword ! Nay, in all thefe

things I am more than conqueror, through him that loved me.

For I am perfuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels,

nor principalities nor powers, nor things prefept, nor things

to come; nor heighth nor depth, ner any other creature, fhall

be able to feparate me from the love of GOD which is in

CHRIST JESUS my LORD."

This, dear Sir, is the triumphant language of every foul

that has attained a full aflurance of faith. And this aflurance

can only arife from a belief of GOD'S electing everlafting love;

That many have an allurance they are in CHRIST to-day, but

take no thought for, or are not aflured they fhall be in him

to-morrow, nay to all eternity, is rather their imperfe&ion

and unhappinefs, than their privilege. I pray GOD to bring all

fuch to a fsnfe of his eternal love, that they may no longer

build upon their own faithfulnefs, but on the unchangeable-

nefs of that GOD, whofe gifts and callings are without repen

tance. For thofe whom GOD has once juftified, he alfo will

glorify. I obferved before, dear Sir, it is not always a fafe

rule to judge of the truth of principles from people's practice;

And therefore, fuppofing that all who hold univerfal redemp-

tion in your way of explaining it, after they received faith,

enjoyed the continual uninterrupted fight of GOD'S counte

nance, it does not follow* that this is a fruit of their principle:

for that I am fure has a natural tendency to keep the foul in

darknefs for ever ; becaufe the creature thereby is taught; that

his being kept in a flate of falvation, is owing to his own

free will. And what a fandy foundation is that for a poor

creature to build his hopes of perfeverance upon ? Every re-

lapfe into fin, every furprizc by temptation, muft throw him

" into doubts and fears, into horrible darknefs, even darkuefs

that may be felt." Hence it is, that the letters which have

been lately fent me by thofe who hold univerfal redemption,

are dead and lifelefs, dry and inconfiftent, in comparifon of

thofe I receive from perfons on the contrary fiJe. Thofe who
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fettle in the univerfal fcheme, though they might begin in the

Spirit, (whatever they may fay to the contrary) are ending in

the flefh, and building up a rightcoufnefs founded on their

own free will : whilft the others triumph in hopes of the glory

of GOD, and build upon GOD'S never-failing promife, and

unchangeable love, even when his fenfible prefe*nce is with

drawn from them. But 1 would not judge of the truth of

election, by the experience of any particular perfons : if I did

(O bear with me in this foolifhnefs of boafting) I think I

myfelf might glory in election. For thefe five or fix years I

have received the witnefs of GOD'S Spirit ; fince that, blefled

be GOD, I have not doubted a quarter of an hour of a faving

iitierefr. in JESUS CHRIST : but with grief and humble fhame I

do acknowledge, I have fallen into fin often fince that. Though

I do not, dare not allow of any one tranfgrcffion, yet hitherto

I have not been (nor do I expect that while I am in this pre-

fent world I ever fhall be) able to live one day perfectly free

from all defe&s and fin. And fince the fcriptures declare,

" That there is not a juft man upon earth," no, not among

thofe of the higheft attainments in grace, " thai doeth good

and finneth not ;" we are fure that this will be the cafe of all

the children of GOD. The univerfal experience and acknow

ledgment of this among the godly in every age, is abundantly

fuflicient to confute the error of thofe who hold in an abfolute

fenfe, that after a man is horn again he cannot commit fin ; efpe-

cially, fince the Holy Ghoft condemns the perfons who fay

they have no fin, as deceiving themfelves, as being deftitute

of the truth, and making GOD a liar, i John \> 8, 10. I

have been alfo in heavinefs through manifold temptations, and

expert to be often fo before I die. Thus were the Apoftles

and primitive chriftinns themfclves. Thus was Luther, that

man of GOD, who, as far as I can find, did not peremptorily,

at leaft, hold election ; and the great John Arnde was in the

utmoft perplexity but a quarter of an hour before he died, and

yet he was no predeftinarian. Arul if I muft fpeak freely, I

believe your fighting fo ftrenuoufly a»ainft the do&rine of

ele<tion, and pleading fo vehemently for a finlefs perfection,

are among the reafons or culpable caufes, why you are kept

out of the liberties of the gofpel, and from that full aflurance

a of



[ 67 -j.
6f faith which they enjoy, who have experimentally tafteJ,

and daily feed upon Gob's ele&ing, everlafting love..

But perhaps you may fay, that Lutbfr and Arnde were no

chriftians, at leaft very weak ones. I know you think meanly

of Abraham, though he was eminently called the friend of

GOD ; and, I believe, alfo of David, the man after GOD'S

own heart. No wonder, therefore; that in a letter you fent

me not long fince, you fhould tell me, " that no baptift or

prefbyterian writer whom you have read, knew any thing of

the liberties of CHRIST." What! neither Bunyan, Henry,

Flavel, Halyburton, nor any of the New-Banlond and Settt di

vines. See, dear Sir, what narrow fpiritednefs and want of

charity arife from your principles, and then do not cry out

againft electiori any more on account of its being " deftruc-

tive of rheeknefs and love;"

Fourthly* I fhall now proceed to another head. Says the

dear Mr. Ifefley, page 15, paragraph 16, " How uncomfort

able a thought is thiss that thoufands and millions of men,

without any preceding offence or fault of theirs, were un

changeably doomed to everlafting burnings ?

But who ever afierted, that thoufands and millions of men,

without any preceding offence or fault of theirs, weie un

changeably doomed to everlafting burnings ? Do not they

who believe GOD'S dooming men to everlafting burning1;,

alfo believe, that GOD looked upon them as men fallen in.

Adam ? And that the decree which ordained the punifhment,

firft regarded the crime by which it was deferved ? How then

are they doomed without any preceding fault? Surely Mr.

Weflej will own GOD'S juftice, in imputing Adorns fin to his

pofterity ; and alfo, that after Adam fell, and his pofterity in

him, GOD might juftly have paffed them ALL by, without

fending his own Son to be a faviour for any one. Unlefs you

heartily agree1 to both thefe points, you do not believe original

fin aright. If you do own them, then you muft acknowledge

the doctrine of election and reprobation to be highly juft and

reafonable. For if GOD might juftly impute Adam's fin to all,

and afterwards have pafTed by all, then he might juftly pafs by

SOME. Turn on the ri<i;ht hand, or on the left, you are re

duced to an inextricable dilemma. And, if you would be

confiftent, you muft either give up the dnilrine of the im-
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putation of Adanis fin, or receive the amiable doctrine of

election, with a holy and righteous reprobation as its confe-

qu'.-nt. For whether you can believe it or no, the word of

GOD abides faithful. " The election has obtained it, and

the reft were blinded."

Your lyth paragraph, page 16, I pafs over. What has

been faid on paragraph the gth and ioth, with a little altera

tion will aufwer it. I fhall only fay, it is the doctrine of

election that moftly prefles me to abound in good works. I

am made willing to fuffer all things for the elect's fake. This

makes me to preach with comfort, becaufe I know falvation

does not depend on man's free will, but the LORD cnakes

willing in the day of his power, and can make ufe of me to

bring fome of his elect home, when and where he' pleafes.

But,

Fifthly, You fay, paragraph 18, page 17, " This doctrine

has a direct maniteft tendency to overthrow the whole chrif-

tian religion. For, fay you, fuppofmg that eternal unchange-

'able decree, one part of mankind mull be/aved, though the

chriftian revelation were not in being."

But, dear Sir, how does that follow ? Since it is only by

the chriftian revelation that we are acquainted with GOD'S

defign of faving his church by the death of his Son. Yea, it

is fettled in the everlafting covenant, that this falvation fhall

be applied to the elect through the knowledge and faith of

him. As the prophet fays, ljuiab liii. u. "By his know

ledge fhall my righteous fen-ant juftify many." How then

has the doctrine of election a direct tendency to overthrow

the whole chriftian revelation ? Who ever thought, that

GOD'S declaration to Niab, that f.ed-time and han<eft lhould

never ceafe, could afford an argument for the neglect of

plowing or fovving ? Or that the unchangeable purpofe of

GOD, that harveft fhould not fail, rendered the heat of the

fun, or the influence of the heavenly bodies unneceflary to

produce it ? No more does GOD'S abfolute purpofe of faving

his chofen, preclude the neceffity of the gofpel revelation, or

the ufc of any of the means through which he has determined

the decree fhall take effect. Nor will the right underftanding,

or the reverent belief of GOD'S decree, ever allow or fuffer a

chriftian in any cafe to feparate the means from the end, or

the



the end from the means. And fincc we are taught by tHe re-"

velation itfelf, that this was intended and given by Gob as" a

means of bringing home his elect. we therefore receive it with

joy, prize it highly, ufe it in faith, and endeavour to fpread'

it through all the world, in the full aflurance, that wherever*

GOD fends it, fooner or later, it fhall be favmgly ufeful to all7

the elect within its call. How then, in holding this doctrine,

do we join with modern unbelievers, in making the chriftian

revelation unneceflary ? No, dear Sir, you miftake. Infidels-

of all kinds are on your fide of the queftion. Deifts, Arianp,

Socinians, arraign GOD'S fovercignty, and ftand up for uni-

v'erfal redemption. I pray GOD, that dear Mr. fl/cfty's fermon,

as it has grieved the hearts of many of GOD'S children, may1

not alfo ftrengthen the hands of many of his mcft avowed <

enemies ! Here I could almoft lie down and weep. " O tell

it not in Gath ! Publifh it not in the ftreets of Ajkelon, left the1

daughters of the uncircumcifed rejoice,' left the Ions of unbe-]

lief fhould triumph!"

Further, you fay, page 18, paragraph 19, " This doctrine-

makes revelation contradict itfelf." For inftance, fay you,7

" The aflertors of this doctrine interpret that text of fcripture,'

"Jacob have I loved, but Efau have I hated, as implying that

GOD, in a literal fenfe, hated Efau and all the reprobates

from eternity !" And, when confidered as fallen in Adcm,

were they not objects of his hatred ? And might not Gob,'

of his own good pleafure, love or fhew mercy to Jacob and the

clect, and yet at the fame time do the reprobate no wrong ?

But you fay, " GOD is love." And cannot GOD be love,

unlefs he fhews the fame mercy to all ?

Again, fays dear Mr. Wefley, " They infer from that text,

I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, that GOD is

mercy only to fome men, viz. the elect ; and that he has

mercy for thofe only, flatly contrary to which is the whole.

tenor of the fcripture, as is that exprels declaration in parti

cular, The LORD is loving to every man, and his mercy is

over all his works." And fo it is, but not his faving mercy.

GOD is loving to every man : he fends liis rain upon the evil

and upon the good. But you fay, " GOD is no refpecter of

perfons." No ! For every one, whether Jftu or Gentile, that

believeth on JESUS, and worketh rightcoufnefs, is accepted
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of him : " But he that believeth not fhall be damned." For

GOD is no refpectcr of perfons, upon the account of any out

ward condition or pircumftance in life whatever; nor docs

the do&rine of ele&ion in the leaft fuppofe him to be fo. But

9$ the fovereign LORD of all, who is debtor to nope, he has

a right to do what he will with his own, and to difpenfe hi?

favours to what objedb he fees fit, merely at his pleafure.

And his fupreme right herein, is clearly and ftrongly aflerted

in thofe psfiages of fcripture, where he fays, " I will have

mercy on whom I will have mercy, and have compaffion on

whom I will havecoinpatlion," Rsm. ix. 15. Exod. xxxiii. 19.

Further, in page 19, you repnfent us as inferring from the

text, " The children not being yet born, neither having done

good or evil, that the purpofe of Gop, according to election,'

might ftand : not of works, but of him that caileth. It was .

faid unto her (unto Retecca), The elder fhall ferve the younger ;

that our predeflination to life no ways depends on the forer

knowledge of GOD." But who infers this, dear Sir I For

if foreknowledge fignifics approbation, as it does in feveral

parts of fcripture, then we confefs that prcdeftination and,

election do depend on GOD'S fore- knowledge. But if by

GOD'S fore- knowledge, you underftand GOD'S fore-feeing

fome good works done by his creatures as the foundation or.

reafon of chufing them, and therefore electing them, then we

fay, that in this fenfe, predeftination does not any way de

pend on Gop's fore-knowledge. But I referred you, at the

beginning of this letter, to Dr. Edwardih Veritai Redux, which

J recommended to you alfo in a late letter, with Elijha Cole

on God's Sovereignty. Be pleafed to read thefe, and alfo the

excellent fcrmons of Mr. Cacptr, of Eofton in tfew- England,

which I alfo fent you, and I doubt not but you will fee all

your- objections anfwered. Though I would obferve, that

after all our reading on both fides the queflien, we fhall never

in this life be able to fearch out Gop's decrees to perfection.

No, we mu.ft humbly aiaore what we cannot comprehend, and

with the great Apoftle at the end of our enquiries cry out,

•' O the depth, &x." or with our LORD, when he was ad

miring Gop's fovereignty, ^' Even fo Father, for fo it feemeth

good ia thy fight."

Hopvever^



However, it may not be amifs to take notice, that if thofe

texts, " GOD willeth that none fhould perifh," " I have no

pleafure in him that dieth," and fuch like, be taken in their

ftricteft fenfe, then no one will be damned.

But here's the diftin&ion. GOD taketh no pleafure in the

death of finners, fo as to delight fimply in their death ; but he

delights to magnify his juftice, by inflicting the punifhment

which their iniquities have deferved. As a righteous judge

who takes no pleafure in condemning a criminal, may yet

juftly command him to be executed, that law and juftice may

be fatisfied, even though it be in his power to procure him a

reprieve.

I would hint farther, that you unjuftly charge the dodlrinc

of reprobation with blafphemy, whereas the doctrine of uni-

verfal redemption, as you fet it forth, is really the higheff

reproach upon the dignity of the Son of GOD, and the merit

of his blood. Confider whether it be not rather blafphemy

to fay as you do, page 20, " CHRIST not only died for thofe

that are faved, but alfo for thofe that perifh." The text you

have mifapplied to glofs over this, fee explained by Ridgefy,

Edwards, Henry ; and I purpofely omit anfwering your texts

myfelf, that you may be brought to read fuch treatifes, which,

under GOD, would fhew you your error. You cannot make

good the aflertion, " That CHRIST died for them that pe-

rifh," without holding (as Peter Boebler, one of the Moravian

brethren, in order to make out univerfal redemption, lately

frankly confefled in a letter) " That all the damned fouls

would hereafter be brought out of hell." I cannot think;

Mr. Wejley is thus minded. And yet without this can be

proved, univerfal redemption, taken in a literal fenfe, falls en

tirely to the ground. For how can all be univerfally re

deemed, if all are not finally faved ?

Dear Sir, for JESUS CHRIST'S fake, confider how you

difhonour GOD by denying election. You plainly make fal-

vation depend not on Goo'sfret-grace, but on man's free-will;

and if thus, it is more than probable, JESUS CHRIST would

not have had the fatisfa&ion of feeing the fruit of his death in

the eternal falvation of one foul. Our preaching would then

b« vain, and all invitations for people to believe in him,

would alfo be in vain.
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But, bitfTed be GOD, our LORD knew for whom he died.

There was an eternal compact between the Father and the

Son. A certain number was then given him, as the purchafe

and reward of his obedience and death. For thefe he prayed,

"Ji.br xvii. and not for the world. For thefe, and thefe only,

he is now interceding, and with their 1'alvation he will be fully

fotisfied.

.'- I purpofely omit making any further particular remarks on

the feveral laft pages of your fermon. Indeed had not your

name, dear Sir, been prefixed to the fermon, I could not have

been fo uncharitable as to think you were the author of fuch

fophiftry. You beg the queftion, in faying, " That GOD has

declared, (notwithftanding you own, I fuppofe, fome will be

damned) that he will lave all," /'. e. every individual perfon.

You take it for granted (for folid proof you have none) that

GOD is unjuft, if he pafles by any, and then you exclaim

at;ainrt the horrible decree : and yet, as I before hinted, in

holding the dodr.rine of original fin, you profefs to believe

that he might juftly have pafled by all.

Dear, dear Sir, O be not offended ! For CHRIST'S fake

tie not rafh ! Give yourfelf to reading. Study the covenant

of grace. Down with your carnal rcafoning. Be a little child ;

and then, inftcad of pawning your falvation, as you have

done in a late hymn book, if the doctrine of univerfal redemp

tion be not true ; inftead of talking of fmhfs perfection, as you

have done in the preface to that hymn book, and making

man's falvation to depend on his own free-will, as you have

in this fermon ; you will compofe an hymn in praife of fove-

reign diftinguifhing love. You will caution believers againft

ftriving to work a perfection out of their own hearts, and print

another fermon the reverfe of this, and entitle it free-grace

indeed. Free, becaufe not free to all ; but free, becaufeGoD

may withhold or give it to whom and when he pleafes.

Till you do this, I muft doubt whether or not you know

yourfelf. In the mean while, I cannot but blame you for

cenfuring the clergy of our church for not keeping to their

articles, when you yourfelf by your principles, pofitively deny

the gth, 10th, and ijth. Dear Sir, thefe things ought not

fo to be. GOD knows my heart, as I told you before, fo I

declare again, nothing but a fingle regard to the honour of

7 CHRIST
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CHRIST has forced this letter from me. I love and honour

you for his fake ; and when I come to judgment, will thank

you before men and angels, for what you have, under GOD,

done for my foul.

There, I am perfuaded, I fhall fee dear Mr. Wcfley con

vinced of" election and everlafting love. And it often fills me

with pleafure, to think how I fhall behold you carting your

crown down at the feet of the Lamb, and as it were filled

with a holy blufhing for oppofing the divine fovereignty in

the manner you have done.

But I hope the LORD will fhew you this before you go

"hence. O how do I long for that day 1 If the LORD fhould

be pleafed to make ufe of this letter for that purpofe, it would

Abundantly rejoice the heart of, dear and honoured Sir,

Your affe&ionate, though unworthy brother

and fervant in CHRIST,

GEORGE WHITEFIE1.O,
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VINDICATION,

Cambujlang, Auguft 31, 1742.

Reverend and dear Sir,

I Have read the pamphlet entitled, " The Stale of Religion in

New- England, fince the Reverend Mr. George Whittfielcfs

arrival there, in a letter from a gentleman in New-England

to his friend in Glafgciu." I think the contents no way an-

fwer the title page. It rather ought to be intitled, The State

ef Religion falfelyjlated. For I am perfuaded, fome things

are therein aflerted, without fufficient evidence to prove them,

and many more things falfely reprefented, and fet in a wrong

light : the defign of the pamphlet itfelf is bafe and wicked.

It is intended, if poffible, to eclipfe the late great and glorious

work, begun and carried on for fome time in New-England ;

to invalidate the teftimonies that have been given of it, and

thereby of confequence to bring a reproach upon, and to

hinder the fpreading of a like glorious work, which GOD of

his infinite mercy has for fome time been carrying on in

this land. Give me leave to fend you a few obfervations

upon this anonymous pamphlet. I call it anonymour, becaufe

the publifher has not thought proper to put down the

name of the writer of the firft letter Mr. A. M. at length,

which I think he was bound in duty to do. The publifher

indeed, in the advertifement prefixed to the letter, tells

us, " The reader may depend upon it, that the fol

lowing letter is genuine, from a gentleman who hath always

had a good character for found underftanding, integrity, fo-

briety of manners, piety ; and, notwithftanding his engage

ments in fecular affairs, has never been an unconcerned fpec-

tator of any thing that might aficct the ftate of religion."

But I mull beg the publifher's pardon, if I tell him, that I

am one of thofe readers who cannot depend upon all this,

merely upon his defiring me to do fo. For really there is

one
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one thing in the letter which makes me fhrewdly fufpedf;

that the letter itfelf is not genuine, at leaft that there has

been fome additions made to it fince it came to Scotland. For

the fuppofed writer of this letter, page 15, fays; "Jn the

preface to the fermon publifhed by Mr. Edwards of Nor

thampton, which I fee is reprinted among you." Now how

this gentleman could fee at Boflon, May 24, that Mr. Edwardi's

fermon was reprinted in Scotland, which was not done till

the June following, I know not. If it be faid, that by the

words among jiu he means in Britain* I fee that the printed

advertifement in the London Weekly Hijlory, of the publication

of Mr. Edwards's fermon in England, is dated May i, and

fays, " This day is publifhed." I myfelf was one that was

chiefly concerned in publifhing of it. I fent the firft copy to

Scotland, and to my certain knowledge it was never publifhed

in Britain till May 1. Is it probable that people at Boflon

fhould know of this May 24 ? What a chara&er this gentle

man has always had for " found underftanding, integrity,

fobriety of manners and piety," I will not take upon me to

determine, nor does the publifher give us opportunity to

know what character the gentleman really has had, fince he

does not publifh his name : but however that be, I fear he

has forfeited his good character " for found underftanding,

integrity and piety," by writing this letter. And though

he may not be altogether an " unconcerned fpectator of any

thing that might affect religion," yet I fear he has been fo

taken up with " his engagements in fecular affairs," that he

hath not given himfelf fuificient time to enquire into matters

of fa&, but has heard with others ears, and feen with others

eyes, and has not.himfelf attended as he Ought, to the one

thing needful.

He fays in the beginning of his letter, page the 3d, " I

am forry you have had fuch accounts of perfons, and things,

tranfmitted you from this country, as you mention in your

letter ; they are far from being true, anJ muft come from men

of narrow minds, and great bigotry, or from fuch as bafely

affect popularity, or from well-meaning weak chriflians, of

little knowledge of human nature, or the hiftory of man-

.kind." What accounts this gentleman r°fers to I know not.

If he means the accounts in the Wetkly Hijlory, as I fuppofe

he
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he does ; I think this gentleman is faJly miftakcn. Moil

of the accounts were tranfmitted by the honourable Mr.

Williard, fecretary of the province. The Rev. Dr. Caiman*

the Rev. Mr. Cooper, the Rev. Mr. Prince : perfons I am in

timately acquainted with, and who are by no means " Men

of narrow minds, great bigotry, or little knowledge of hu

man nature, or the hiftory of mankind : but have defervedly

had a good character for found underftanding, integrity, fo-

briety of manners and piety :" Some of thefe were honoured

feveral years ago with degrees, by the univerfity of Glafgow,

upon recommendation from the Honourable fociety at Edin

burgh for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge ; of which fociety

feveral of the moft intelligent gentlemen in the nation are

members : fuch honours were done to Meflrs. Caiman, Princet

and Cooper.

Now whether they, or this anonymous writer, are to be moft

credited, I leave any reafonable man to judge. Indeed he

boldly aflerts, " That thefe accounts are not true :" but what

proofs does he bring of the falfity of them ? None at all. Let

us but know who this writer is, I am perfuaded my honoured

friends at Bo/iaa, will foon bring him to the teft of thefe af-

fertions.

He goes on thus " Indeed fome perfons of very good fenfe

were once inclined to think Goo was doing wonders in this

place." (Ba/lon) And I am perfuaded thefe very fame perfons

have not altered their opinion yet, but actually believe that

GOD has done wonders ; if turning people from darknefs to

light, and making them new creatures, is doing wonders.

" But that was a time when a fuperftitious panic ran very

high, and bore down every body that was not well fixed and

eftablifbed ; either by a natural fteadinefs of temper, or by

ftrong reafoning and reflections. But as foon as the paifions

of the people fubfided, and men could coolly and calmly con-

fiJer, aimoft every one of but tolerable fenfe and underftand-

ing in religious matters, in great meafure changed their opU

nions of the fpirit that prevailed here, and had been raifed by

Wbltefield and Tennent."

What had been raifed by Mr. Wbitefield and Tennent ?

GOD forbid ! that either Mr. Tennent or I fhould afcribe any

of that work to ourfelves. No, it was raifed by the Holy

Spirit
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Spirit of GOD. It was no fuperjlitious panic, but a plentiful

tfluiion of the Holy Ghoft. It's true, it did run high ; glory be

to GOD for it ! and did bear down every body, except thofd

who would not fubmit to the Redeemer's fcepter, -through'

ielf-righteoufnefs and unbelief; which I am afraid this writer

terms, natural fteadinefs of temper, ftrong reafoning and re

flection. Nor is it true that " Almofl every one of but tolera

ble underftanding in religious matters, in a great meafure have

changed their opinions of the fpirit that prevailed at that time."

No, dear Sir, they yet believe it to be a glorious work of GOD,

as is evident from the late writings of fome of thefe eminent

minifters in New-England, juft mentioned.

What the writer fays of me in the following paragraph,

page 4th, is not worthy notice. He is weleome to make as

free with my character as he pleafes, and I freely forgive him.-

However I thank him for doing me the juftice to fay, " That

I collected money for the Orphan-houft in Georgia." It was

not then for myfelf; nor does he charge me with embezzelling

the 5 or 600 /. He could not do this jujlly, becaufe before

the writing of this letter, an account came to Bojion how I

had expended it. And .as for being "-A bold and importu

nate beggar," I acknowledge I learned that from the wife

Man, who tells me, " Whatever thou findeft in thy hand to

do, do it with all thy might ;" and from the apoftle Paul, who

in the fecond epiftle to the Corinthians, chap. viii. 9. fhews

himfelf to be the moft bold, infinuating and importunate beg

gar for pious ufes, that I ever yet met with.

I think I am much obliged to the writer, for what he fays'

concerning me in this refpect. But I with he had not made

fo free with the character of my honoured friends. He cries'

out againft flander in others, and at the fame time, through1

rhe whole letter, he is guilty of the moft palpable flander him

felf. He is pretty favourable to the Rev. Mr. Webb, and the'

Kev. Mr. Cooper of Bojhn. He only calls them, page the

^th, " Two great admirers of Wbittfield and Tennent, flaming

zealots for certain favourite opinions and tenets." And fo in

deed they are, bleiTed champions, I know them well, tor cer-1

tain favourite opinions, and tenets of the church of Scotland )

fuch as original fin, the imputed righteoufnefs of CHRIST,

election,
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«lection, and other glorious gofpel truths. But a$ for Mr.

Tennent, he feems quite angry with him.

Never was a man more wrongfully reprefented. This let

ter-writer fays, " He has often heard, that Mr. Tennent had

always been remarkable in the yerfejs, for his uncharitable

and divifive courfes." But does the hearing of this, prove

the truth of it. I have the happinefs of being ptrfonally and

Very intimately acquainted with Mr. Tennent. I fcarce know1

a man of a more catholic fpirit. " He is a man of ho learn-

•ing." His- writings prove the contrary. His antagonifts a-

broad dare not fay they have found him fo. " Hfs gfeat bufmefs

in his fermons is either to puzzle, or to fright the hearers, but

efpecially the laft, which he did by roaring out, and bellow

ing hell and damnation, devils, and all the dreadful words he

could think of." Indeed, to the honour of the grace of GOD

be it fpoken, he is a fon of thunder, efpecially in his applica

tion, and when he is preaching the law; at fuch times, un

der him, people cannot eafily fteep : but withal, he is a work

man that needs not be afhamed, and is taught of GOD rightly

to divide the word of truth. As for puzzling his hearers, I

fear that Mr. A. M. thinks he did fo, becaufe he generally

infills much on the new birth, imputed ri^hteoufnefs, divinefaith,

and the other peculiar doctrines of the gofpel. Thefe things

are all foolifhnefs to the natural man, and puzzled Nicedemus

himfelf, when difcourfed with by our blefled LOUD, John iii.

9. " Nlcedefn'.is anfwcred and faid unto him, how can thefe

things be ?" Again, " miniflers in general, he calls carnal,

unconverted, blind-leaders of the blind, rational, moral, dry,

hufky preachers, that were leading the people to hell.*' I fop-

pofe Mr. Tennent faid, " That carnal blind preachers who

preach morality without doe regard to gofpel grace and mo

tives ; who do not preach juftification by faith, and regene

ration, they who do not preach CHRIST as all in all, were;

blind-leaders of the blind, and were leading the people to

hell." But it is abfurd to fuppofe he thought that all mini-

fters in general were fuch, I know a great body of mini-

fters, of whom he thinks moft highly. But, " He exhorted

people to leave them, and to go about exhorting one another,

and telling their experiences." This I cannot believe is truly

reprefented ; for I have now a letter by me publifhed by Mr.

VOL. IV. F Tennint,

33
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horters ; but if they only exhorted chriftians no£, to forfakc

the aflembling trf themfelves together, to provoke one another

to love, snd good works, and to tell one another what GOD

had done for their fouls, he did no more than what every gof-

pel minifter fhould do. He fays, " He was followed by all

forts of people." This I think was a proof that he was of a

catholic fpirit, and not of adivifive uncharitable temper. " A»

much as Whitefield was." And I pray GOD he may be fol

lowed a thoufand times more. " And by many preferred to

him." Very juftly. " He was moft cenforious and uncha

ritable ; every one that was not exactly of his mind he damn'd

without mercy." This is calumny indeed. I know many

Hiinifters who do not think as Mr. Tennent does in all refpe&s ;

whom he notwithftanding highly values. But I fuppofe the

writer was angry with him, bccaufe he pronounced all in a

ftate of condemnation that were not born again, and that did

not believe in, and lay hold on the imputed righteoufnefs of

JESUS CHRIST. His mafter authorizes him to pronounce

fuch a fentence, " He that believeth not fhall be damn'd."

Again, " His fermons were fometimes as confufed and

fenfelefs as you can imagine." It is well they were not al

ways fo. " He feemed to have a particular quarrel with resf-

fon, learning and morality ; for he feldom finished a fermon

without faying fomething againft them." Never I believe,

but when thefe things are magnified to the prejudice of divine

revelation, illumination, or of CHRIST'S imputed righteouf

nefs : for Mr. Tennent is a folid, learned, rational, and not

only a moral, but true holy man. The Rev. Doctor Caiman,

in a letter to me publifhed in the firft weekly paper printed

at GlafzoK,; writes thus of him : " We received him juft

as we did you, as an angel of CHRIST. He was abundant

• and fervent in labours, and GOD has been pleafed to own

his labours with abundant fuccefs." The honourable and

truly pious Secretary Milliard, writes thus : " There has been

fo evidently the finger of GOD in directing you into this pro

vince, and after your departure, the Rev. Mr. Tenant, through

your earneft and importunate requeft to him, and in the won

derful fuccefs that has attended both his and your miniftry,

as alfo the labours of our own miniftcrs for feme months paft ;

I that
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that many whp like not the work, are fadly put' to it, to

keep their eyes fhut againft the evidences thereof."

The Rev. Mr. Cvoper, in a letter printed in the Weekly Hi-

Jiory, No. 2d, (which the printer has miftaken for Caiman,).

calls him, " Dear Mr. Termini. He came," fays he, " in

the fulnefs of the bleffing of th; gofpel indeed. He was with"

us feveral months. Many thoufands were awakened, and I

believe many truly converted. There is quite another face of

religion in this town, as well as in many places in the coun

try. Many minifters as well as people are greatly quickened.

Blefled be GOD, who put it into your heart to move him to

come, and inclined his heart to come, and help us." I could

bring a cloud of witnefTes to teftir'y the falfenefs of the character

given to Mr. Gilbert Tenneni by this letter-writer. The ac

count which he gives of himfelf to me in a letter publifhed in

the Weekly Hi/lory^ No. is admirably fweet : his book, in-

titled, The Prefumptuaus Sinner detected, and his many printed

fermons, and his preface to his deceafed brother's treatife upon

the New Birth, which is now in the country (and which I

would recommend) fhew him to be a man of great learning,

folidity, and piety. And I am not without fome diftant

hopes, that the people of Scotland will have an opportunity of

hearing him ere long, and then they may judge for them-

felves.

After fuch a falfe and fcanJalous character given of that

great man of GOD Mr. Gilbert Tennertt, I think I may juftly

fufpect the truth of all that this writer fays in the fubfequent

part of the letter. From fuch a letter-writer as this, what

truth can we expect ?

The writer himfelf gives me leave to fpeak in this manner.

For he fcems to make the validity of what follows, to depend

on the character he gave of me and Mr. Tenntnt, page the

6th, " From fuch men as thefe (Whitefield and Tennent} and

fuch doctrines and ways of preaching as theirs, what fruit can

you expect" ? Now all he fays about me is, " That I col-

lected in New-England 5 or 6oo/. fterling for the Orphan-

houfe in Georgia : that I was a bold and importunate beg

gar," &c. This could have no influence upon the people's

minds, to raifc a bad fpirit among the people. And as for

the character he gives of Mr. Tennente I have proved it to be

F a aWJute'.f
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tbfolutely falfc : confequently, whatever he builds upon the

foundation of Mr. Termini's bad character, amounts to no

thing at 'all, fince he has not proved the character given of

him to be true.

But fuppofe Mr. Ttnntnt was the man he is reprefented to

be, does it therefore follow that all the great and glorious

work carried on in New-England, by other miniften, and in

other places where Mr. Ttnuent and 1 never were, is eiithuft-

ffm and delafun ? By no means; and yet. this is the whole

drift of the pamphlet.

Surely the writer knows not what fpifit he, is of. In the 6i

ip, 8, 9, Und i Oth pages, he reprefents things in a moft ridi-

eulousdrefs, and takes upon him to condemn all the converts,

to a man, (though he could not poflibly be acquainted with

the hundredth part of them,) as " Self-conceited, fup'erfti-

tious, enthufiaftic, cenforious, flanderaus." At the fame

time be feems to ridicule the concern which the people were

under when they were brought to cry out, '' What (hall we

do to be fayed."' He laughs at them for afking one another

" How do you feel ? have you feen CHRIST?" He boldly af-

ferts, that " the boafted converts, not one in a hundred ex-

cepted, make religion confift, in the feeling of inward impul-

fes, impreffions, and in. an inexplicable faith, joys, extafies,

hearing of feimons, and fuch like." In fhort, he by this

and the whole drift of his letter, feeins to me 10 be far from

deferring " the character given of him, in the advertifement

affixed to the title-page of the pamphlet.

Page the nth, he falls foul of Mr. Moorbtad, and fpeaks1

almoft as freely ef him as of Mr. Tenneni- I cannot fay 1 wa3

very intirnate with Mr. Mosrbead when at Bojloi: : but the

ktters that have lately come from him, and from others con-

Cerning him, befpeak him to be a man of a good fpirit, and one

*rhom GOD has blefled with abundant fuccefs. And I have

great reafon to believe- that he is a man not over cfedu-

IDUS : becaufe I have heard from his friends here, that he

did not overmuch favour the work of GOD that was at

Northampton in New-England fome years ago, and therefore

probably, would not readily favour the late work in Bsfton

and other parts, had he not fufficient evidence that it was a

work, of GOD.

Page
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Page f4th, The letter writer takes upon him to aflert,

" That a pamphlet publifhed in. Scotland, intitled, Ckrift riding

in the Chariot of Salvation, is fluffed with abominable lies."

As a proof of it, he urges, " That the ftudents in Bijlon, got

pothing by Whltefield and Tennent but entbufiafrn, pride, a con

tempt of their betters, &c." What they goc by me I know

not ; but I have great reafon to believe they got fomething

that was good, under GOD, by Mr. Tennent ; for Dr. Caiman,

in a letter to me, which.was printed in the Glafgow Weekly Hi-

jleryJ No. i, writes, "At Cambridge the college is entirely

changed ; the ftudents are full of GOD, will I hope come out

bleffings in their generarion, and I truft are Co now to each

other. Many of them are now, we think, truly born again,

and feveral of them happy inftruments of converlion to their

fellows. The voice of prayer and praife fills their.chambers ;

and fincerity, fervency, and joy, with ferioufnefs of heart,

fit vifibly on their faces. I was told yefk-rJay that not feven

of a hundred remain unaffected. I know how the good tidings

of this will affect and pleafe you. GOD give you like joy

every where in the fruit of your labours."

And the honourable Secretary Wilt'iard about ihe fame time

writes to me thus : " But that which forebodes a more laft

ing advantage, is the new face of things at the college, where

the impreffions of religion have been, and ftill are- very ge

neral, and many in a judgment of charity br/iught home to

CHRIST ; and divers gentlemen's fons, that were fent there

only for a more polite education, are now fo full of zeal for

the caufe of CHRIST, and or" love to fouls, as to devote

themfclves entirely to the fIndies of divinity."

In the fame page he would fain tax Mr. Gilhert Tennent

with a lie ; for it was he wrote the account in the Weekly Hi-

jlory, No. i. Says he, " It is faid, when Mr. Gilbert Tennent

preached at Marllehead and Cbarlce-Town, his voice had like

to have been drowned with their outcries." But he mif-

takes, it is not faid fo : for I have fearched narrowly into

the pamphlet and weekly hiftory, and find no mention of an

outcry, but only a great (hock given at Marblehead. It was

at Portfmoulh. Mr. Gilhert Tennent writing to his brother fays,

" JThat there were at Portfmouth and Charles-Town, in time

•f fermon, fuch outcries that his voice had like to have been

F 3 drowned."
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drowned." I think Mr. Tennent is the beft judge of what he

heard with his own cars. Mr. A. M.'s, living near Charlei-

Toivn, and having never heard a word of this from the minifter

wiih whom he frequently converfed, is no proof it was not fo.

It might have been fo, and yet not come into the minifter's

mind to tell Mr. A. M. of it.

In the fame page, he finds fault with the accounts given of

fome young children " who talked of the things of GOD as

if they were people of 70 or 80 years. Alas ! how eafily are

mankind deceived ! How fond are they to impofe on them-

felves and others ! Some of thefe I have converfed with :"

but did he converge with all, or with thefe mentioned in the

pamphlet ? If not, how can he urge this as another lie in the

pamphlet? I take Mr. Abercramby, who fent the account of the

children, and who is a preacher of good character, to be a

better judge of the matter than Mr. A. M. But this anony

mous letter-writer, fcems refolved to condemn every thing in

the grofs. Indeed he fpeaks favourably cf the church of Eng,-

land. " I muft do juftice, fays he, to the church of England,"

page 1 6. " There are three congregations of that way in

Befttm : they all live in love and peace ; their minifters fpeak

againft enthufiafm and bigotry every day; not above three or

four at moft, of fome thoufands that are of the cpifcopal per-

fuafion, are taken with this new-light (as they call it); they

all, fays he, ftand faft to the church, and their numbers in-

creafe very faft."

One would imagine, by this, Mr. A. M. is a church of

England man, and it fhould feem a bigoted one too : and then

no wonder he fpeake agaiaft the new- light. Their minifters

I believe do preach againft what I fear he terms enthufiafm,

" The powerful feeling operations of the Holy Ghoft." But

I cannot think they preach fo much againft bigotry. For in

a conference I held wiih all three of thofe miniftcrs in Bojlin,

the head of them, to prove that we ought all to be of the

church of Ergland, brought this text, " That they may be

all one, even as thou O father and I are one." They aflert

baptifmal regeneration, deny perfeverance, and free juftification

by faith without works, and feem to think of Mr. Gilhert

*fenntnt juft ss this letter- writer does. No wonder then he is

fo friendly to them.

But
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But why fhould I fay more? it would be endlcfs, as well as

take up too much of my precious time to be more particular in

my obfervations upon Mr. jf. M.'s letter. Tiiere are feme

matters of fact mentioned in it, fuch as " a blind lad's preach

ing in Conneflicut, page 12. Mr. D 's manner of preach

ing in a hot day, page 13," and fomc other th;ngs, 'which

I cannot take upon me to make replies to, and which, if true,

will by no means prove the late work of GOD in Netv-England

to be only enthufiafm and delufion. Ere long I hope to fee

Bojion. Then I will endeavour to fend an impartial account.

Indeed Mr. A. M. page 17. feems not to care for my return to

So/ion. But I hope to have a profperous journey to them in

fome months, by the will of GOD, and fee how they do.

In the mean while, give me leave to obferve, that the pub-

lifhers of this pamphlet (for I believe there are more than one

concerned in it) have almoft faved me the trouble, and have

taken an effectual way to confute themfelves. For they have

annexed to this letter, an " Appendix, containing proof* for

the facts in the foregoing letter, extracted from fermons preach

ed by fome of the moft eminent minifters in New-England)

lately printed at Bejion." But thefe extracts by no means

contain proofs of all the facts recorded in the foregoing letter,

confequently all the fai5ts in the letter which are not proved

by thefe extra&s, we have reafon to doubt of. I have not an

opportunity of getting all the fermons of the reverend minif

ters mentioned in the title page : but it grieved me, when I

faw extracts taken out of their writings to prove, that the

work lately begun and carried on in New-England was enthu

fiafm and delufion. This was the chief reafon of my w/iting

you this letter; it will grieve them to hear that their writings

have been ufcd to fo bad a purpofc. The compilers of the

pamphlet have dealt with their fermons, as the devil dealt with

the fcripture, when he tempted our LORD in the wildernefs ;

I mean, marred and wholly mifapplied them. The publifhe.-*

ftile them, at the head of the appendix, fome of the moft emi

nent minifters in New- England ; and depend much upon their

authority, to prove the fadb of Mr. A. M't letter. And I

defire no other authority than thefe very eminent minifters

lermons, out of which the extracts are taken, to prove that the

Work lately bc-uu and carried on in N.'w-En'lanJ is not en-

F 4 thufiafm
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thufiafm and delufion, but a great and marvellous work of the

Spirit of GOD.

The compilers, indeed, in order to make the world believe

they had been impartial, have publifhed a fentence or two,

wherein Dr. Ctlman has written favourably of the Orphan-

hpufe in Georgia, and fays, '' the order of it is admirable, &c."

but this is only a difguife. For they have been far from acting

fair in this refpect. The Doctdr complains in the P. S. of

that letter, page 44. that '* fome of my friends have made

too free with my letters in printing only part of them, and

;Tiixing them with parts of others without diftmction." I think

it is my duty to take a!] the blame from oft' my friends, upon

myfelf, as to printing only parts of his letters ; for I was the

only perfon concerned \ but as for mixing them with others,

without diftiniStion, I know nothing of it. The letters were

fent to me from the Doctor. I thought it would be improper

to publifh any other parts of the Po&or's letters than what

refpe&ed the fuccefs of the glorious gofpel, and that I thought

he would gladly have publifhed : but if the Doctor found

fault with my friends; I am fure he juftly may blame thefe

compilers who have publifhed only part of this letter of his.

One would have thought they ftould have taken a caution

from this very P. 8. But they were afraid, as it would feem,

of the contents .of it; for a friend who has fcen and read the

•whole letter, fends me the following extract out of it. '' I

hope we are retrenching our fuperfluity and luxury ; our

young people have thrown by much of their finery and gaiety,

and feem to have eye and heart on things fpiritual and heaven

ly ; and if GOD build them up into families, with their pre-

fent prudent pious difpofitions, it promifes greatly for the

next generation, that glory will dwell in our land, and his

work appear to children's children." And in that very part of

it they have printed, the DoiSlor fays enough to overthrow

the whole defign of the pamphlet, page 42. " All this not-

withftanding, there has been a great and glorious work of

GOD going on among us, from the day of Mr. Whitefielers

vifit to us." I have a fcrmon of the Doctor'* now before me,

intitled, " The word of GOD magnified by him" preached April

£2, 1742, wherein his teftimony is humbly given for the great

a;id wondrous work of GOD'S grace manifeft in many parts of

i • * the
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the land." The laft paragraph of that fermori begins thus.

" I clofe with giving glory to GOD, for the great and good

work of his ^race vyhich he hath fo vifibly begun, fpread, and

is carrying on in every part almoft of our provinces." This

very fermon I believe has been in the hands of the compilers

of this pamphlet. How then could they be fo bare-faced, and

fo injurious, to the good man's character, as to print any part

of his letter, to fubferve fo bafe a defign i I believe they will

not have the Doctor's thanks for this.

The like treatment they have given the Rev. Mr. Turell,

another of the eminent minifters, from whom they have taken,

extracts to prove the fadb of Mr. A. M.'& letter. I am per-

fuaded Mr. Turell will be much concerned to find any part of

his fermon thus mifufed ; and how the compilers of this pam

phlet could dare to make this ufe of his writing, I cannot

imagine; for, in the very firft page of the preface to that very

fermon, out of which they have taken their extracts, he fpeaks

of himfelf " as one of the friends and zealous promoters of

the good work :" nay he begins his preface with thefe words,

" the occafion of my publifhing this brief direction to my

people, is partly to vindicate my chara&er, which has been

injured by a report fpread, that of a zealous promoter, of the

glorious work of GOD'S grace and Spirit appearing, I am be

come an oppofer :" which fhews, that Mr. Turell would not

Care to be rsprefented as an oppofer of that work, and con-

fequently would not chufe, that his writings fcould be pro

duced to prove the principal facts in this letter of A. M.'s,

who would reprefent the whole as enthufiafm and delufion.

What opinion Mr. Turell had of perfons of this gentleman's

fpirit, is evident from the fourth page of the fame preface, which

the compilers of the pamphlet could not but fee. His words

are thefe, " As for the profane triumphs of the oppofcrs, (of

fuch I mean) who attribute the whole of this glorious fceno

to the devil, or wild enthufiafm, a heated imagination, &c.

I deteft their opinion, though I am far from judging their ftan-.

I am confident that of the many that I have difcourfed with

under the common impreffions (two or three excepted) they

have been all wrought upon in a way agreeable to the gofpel :

and juft as I fhould have defired fome years ago. And I muft

ifyj to the glory of GOD, and his fovereign rich grace, that

1 ilo
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I do behold the diftinguifhing marks of GOD'S fpirit on many.

My brethren, let us pray for the prefervation, revival, progrefs,

and univerfal fpread thereof.'-' In page 14. of his directions,

be fays, " I charitably believe, fome fcores in this place have

been fcrioufly wrought upon ; and the far greater part of them

have declared, GOD has made me the happy inftrument of their

awakening." And, page 18, fays he, "• the names of White-

feld and Tennent (though liable to err) I have once and again

mentioned to you with honour ; they have been raifed by

GOD to do abundance of good." How does this agree with

the account Mr. A. M. gives of the fpirit raifed by us, and

with that fcandalous character he gives of Mr. Tennent in par

ticular; tnd when thefe quotations are parts alfo of one of the

treatifes, out of which one of the extracts mentioned in the

appendix is taken, and are written by one of thofe eminent

miniftcrs whofe writings are referred to, to prove the princi

pal facts recorded in Mr. A. M.'s letter.

But what furprifes me molt of all is, that they fhould ex-

tradl any thing from Mr. Parfim to prove Mr. A. M.'s mat

ter;, of fact. Indeed, in the paflage cited from him, page 41

of the pamphlet, to ufe the words in the Glafgsui Weekly

tiijtvryt No. 35. I ice only a warning againft rafhly con

cluding perfons to be in a converted flute; becaufe, fomc who

h-ve been thus well judged of do afterwards fall away into

errors, or appear to be deluded, or turn out importers ; and

the warning enforced by an inftance, and indeed but by one

inftance, of a perfon who was a vifionary. Mr. Parfim's cau

tion to others againft concluding too rafhly that people are

converted, is a prefumption, that he is cautious in that matter

himfclf; yet in this very fermon of Mr. Parfo»s'st out of which

the extracts mentioned in the appendix are taken, he fays,

page 44, " I hope not )efs than an hundred and fifty fouls

are converted in about nine months paft ;" though his parifh

is final!, confifting only of 120 families. I could heartily wifh

that the whole fermon was printed ; it is directly levelled in

many parts of h againft perfons of Mr. A. M.'s fpirit and

fentiments, and is intended as a needful caution for thofe

lately converted, to avoid extremes, and take care to walk

confiftently. He has all along been a great promoter of this

in a letter dated Dcccihler 16, 1741, to Dr. Caiman*

and
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and which Is printed in the J!/eekly Hijlory, he mentions a

moft wonderful effufion of the Holy Ghoft in his congrega

tion. In that letter he makes an honourable mention of Mr.

Tennent: " I have reafon, fays he, to blefs the LORD that he

fent him for our help ; and indeed by an enquiry fince, I find

his labours were blefTed to give a more general fhock than

appeared at the very time."

The other eminent minifters fermons I have not yet met

with : but I have great reafon to believe they have been treated

in the fame manner: the time would fail me, dear Sir, to fend

you all the vouchers that might be produced for the glorious

work in Nirw-England, Meflrs. Webii Cooptr and Prince, in a

preface to a fermon by Mr. AfiGregor, a prefbyterian miniftcr,

and which I hope alfo will be reprinted, fpeak nobly of it.

Mr. Ed-wardis fermon I think is moft admirable, and anfwers

all the objections that Mr. A. M. or others can make againft

it. In fhort, if any work had all marks of a divine fignatuje,

this undoubtedly has.

When I confider how Mr. A, M. fo quarrels with it, and

endeavours to reprefent it in fo ridiculous a light, I cannot but

wifh he may confider Rim. viii. 7. i Cor. ii. 14. " The carnal

mind is enmi;y againft Goo; and the natural man difcernetb

not the things of the fpirit of GOD, becaufe they are fpir itualiy

difcerned." The fum of the matter feems to be this ; there

has been a great and marvellous work in New-England : but,

as it fhould feem, by the imprudences of fome, and the over

boiling zeal of others, fome irregularities have been com

mitted in feveral places, which Mr. Tennent himfelf, in a

letter to Mr. Parfons, printed in the Ejltn Gazette, has

borne his teftimony againft, as ftrongly as any of thefc emi

nent minifters. This, dear Sir, is nothing bui what is com

mon. It was fo in Old-England fome few years ago. Many

young perfons there, ran out before they were called : others

were guilty of great imprudences. I checked them in the

llr^'elt manner myfelf, and found as they grew acquainted

with the LOE.D JESUs, and their own heart.1:, the intempe

rance of their zeal abated ; and they became truly humble

walkers with GOD. After a gathering, there will always be

a fifting time : and the church is generally fhaken before it is

Ictded. But muft the whole work of GOD be condemned as

emhufufrn
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cnthufiafm and delufion becaufc of feme diforder ? No, I wifb

with all my foul, that thofe who extracted from Mr. Parfens,

had obferved what he fays, page 41, and 42. " It is very much

to be feared, fays he, (fpeaking to perfons who cried down the

whole wotk of GOD becaufe of the imprudences and mrfcar-

riages of a few) " that you are ftrangers to the fan&ifying in

fluences of the Holy Ghoft, when you can fo eafily pafs ovec

the table of the rich dainties which GOD fpreads for his own

children, which while they feaft upon, their fouls are dtawn

out in rivers of pleafure and love; and like tjie crow, light

upon, and greedily pick up, every bit of filthy carrion you

can meet with."

Dear Sir, as I allow you to publifh my letter ; out of com-

paffion to the compilers and publifhcrs of the pamphlet, I

cannot but exprefs my concern, that they may ferioufly con»

fider, whether this mentioned by Mr. Parfens be not di[edlly

their cafe. And that they may take heed left the GOD of this

world may have blinded their eyes : fince they had this and,

the other fermons before them, they muft fin againft light and

knowledge in publifhing fuch a tract. And therefore, to ufe

the words of Mr. Parfens in his fermorf, page 42. " It is not

poffible that you fbould be innocent, but on the contrary

plunge yourfclves under amazing guilt, by fuch a dreadful

conduct. Whilft you fland amazed at the rings of the wheels,

as things too high and dreadful for you ; whilft you know not •

what to make of the effufions of the Holy Spirit, but are

blundering at every thing amifs ; when GOD is working a

work of his aftonifhing grace before your eyes which you will

;rot believe; beware left that come upon you, which is fpoken

of in the prophets, " Behold, ye defpifers, an'd wonder and

perifh!" Dear immortal fouls, t befecch and perfuade you, by

the mercies of GOD and the aftonifhing love of the LORD

JESUS CHRIST, that you would not facrince the operations of

the blefleu Spirit fo your own prejudice, by means of our im-

perfedtions : I befecch and charge you by the coming of the

great Jehovah in the word of his grace, that you do not

defpife his glorious name, and .the riches of his mercy, now

offered, to you. I charge and admonifh you by the dignity

and- worth of your immortal fouls ; by the powerful impreffi-

ons of an approaching change ; by the certain tremendous

7 appearing
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appearing of the Great Judge ; by the inexprcffible agoaies of

hell, and inconceivable joys of an everlafting heaven, that

you do no longer reject, nor once more cavil againft the glo

rious intereft and kingdom of the blefled JESUS triumphing at

this day, and inviting the miferable flaves of the devil, to be

come the happy fubje&s of it. I warn and charge you be

fore the great GOD, and the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the

holy Angels, upon your peril, that you take diligent heed to

thele things. And if you reject to hear, if you dare rejeet, or

boldly defpifc the admonition, remember you are anfwerable

at the great tribunal, and muft expect a moft fearful fhare

of torments among the damned world, for fuch unfpeakable

guilt."

Thus fpeaks this great and good man : my heart warmed,

dear Sir, whilft I was reading his difcourfe ; it is clofe, fuc-

cinct and powerful : how could the publifhers, after reading

fuch a dreadful warning, print any thing out of his fermon,

to prove the work in NtW'England, to be enthufiafm ? I would

heartily join with him and the other minifters in New-England^

was I there, in bearing a faithful teftimony againft any thing

that I might judge to be inconfinent with the precious rules of

the holy fcriptures. At the fame time I pray, that even the

minifters themfelves may act with the fame cautjon they re

commend to their people, and then I doubt not but we fhall

fee a happy end put to what may now be irregular or dif-

orderly. The clear Redeemer has aflured us, " that the gates

of hell fhall never prevail againft his church." He. will caufe

that all things fhall work together for her good. The wrath

of man fhall turn to his praife, and the remainder of it fhall

he reftrain ; he will bring order out of confufion, and the

church fhall be more than conqueror through his love. I will

therefore conclude this long letter, with the words of the

pfalmift in the fecond pfalm,

Why rage the heathen ? and vain things,

Why do the people mind ?

2. Kings of the earth do fet themfelvej,

And Princes are combin'd

To plot againft the LORD, and his •

Anointed, faying thus,

3. Let
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3. Let us afunder break their bands,

And caft their cords from us.

4. He that in heaven fits, fhall laugh :

The LORD fhall fcorn them all.

5. Then fhall he fpeak to them in wrath,

In rage he vex them fhall.

6. Yet notwithfb.nding I have him

To be my King appointed,

And over Sion, my holy hill,

I have him King anointed.
o

Upon this aflurance, I reft in peace, and am, reverend and

dear Sir, in the kingdom and patience of JESUs,

Your affectionate and obliged friend,

brother and fervant,

G. w.

By way of P. S. to this letter, give me leave to fend you

a copy of the preface to Mr. M'-Gregor'^ fermon, to which I

have referred in my letter, and which is figned by three emi

nent minifters of Ba/lon. Dated, Boften, Jan. 12, 1742. This

will give you a clear infight into what body of doctrines is

profefied and taught by the promoters of this work : how

far they are from bigotry, and alfo may explain how the

remaining violent oppofers of thofe doctrines came to be fo

much exafperated.

The PREFACE to Mr. M'GRECOR'S Sermon.

A S all the proteftant churches in Europe^ both Epifcopaitan

and Preflyterian, happily agreed at the time of the Re

formation in the fcripture doctrines of grace, as appears by

the publifhed harmony of their confefBons ; in particular, the

church of Scotland \n 1560, the church of England in 1562-3,

and the church of Ireland in 1616 ; fo it muft be owned that

the Prefbyterians have generally perfevered in a fteady adhe

rence to the original docti ines of the Reformation, to the pre-

ient day.

And as the AfTembly's fhorter catechifin has been all along

agreeable to the known principles of the New-England

churches, and, has been generally received and taught in

them,
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them, as a fyftem of chriftian do&rine agreeable to the Holy

Scriptures, wherein they happily unite ; if is a great pleafure

to us, that our Prefbyterran brethren who come from Ireland

are generally with us in thefe important points, as alfo in the

particular do&rines of experimental piety arifing from them,

and the wondrous work of GOD agreeable to them, at this

day making its triumphant progrefs through the land ; all now

happily combining to illuftrate and confirm each other in fo

glaring and ftrong a manner as is irrefiftible to ferious and

unprejudiced beholders ; and has already forced many men of

clear minds, ftrong powers, confiderable knowledge, and firmly

riveted in Arminian and Socinian tenets, to give them all up

at once, and yield to the adorable fovereignty and irrefiftibi-

lity ef the Divine Spirit in his faving operations on the foul*

of men.

For to fee on the one hand, fuch men as thefe, fome of

them of licentious lives, long inured in a courfe of vices, and

of high fpirits, coming to the preaching of the word, fome

only out of curiofity, others with a ftrong antipathy and meer

deflgn to get matter of cavilling and banter; all at once, in

oppofition to their inward enmity, refolutions and refinances,

to fall under an unexpected and hated power ; to have all the

ftrength of their refolution and refill,mcc taken away; to have

fuch an inward view of the horrid wickednefs not only of their

lives, but alfo of their hearts, with their exceeding great and

immediate danger of eternal mifery, as has amazed their foul*

and thrown them into diftrefs unutterable, yea forced them to

cry out in the aflemblies with the greateft agonies : and then

in two or three days, and fometimes fooner, to have fuch un

expected and raifed views of the infinite grace and love of

GOD in CHRIST, as have enabled them to believe in him,

lifted them at once out of their diftrefies, filled their hearts

with admiration, and joy unfpeakable, and full of glory,

breaking forth in their fhining countenance and tranfporting

voices to the furprife of thofe about them : and to fee them

kindling up at once, into a flame of love and praife to GOD,

an utter deteftation of their former courfes and vicious habits,

yea by fuch a deteftation the very power of thofe habits at

once receive a mortal wound: in fhort, to" fee their high fpiritt

•n a fudden humbled, their hard hearts made tender, their

averfioB
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•verfion from the Holy GOD now turfted into a powerful and:

prevailing bent to contemplate upon him as revealed in

CHRIST, to labour to be like him in holinefs, to pleafe and

honour him by an univerfal and glad conformity to his will

and nature, and promote his holy kingdom in all about them;

loving them, forgiving them, afking forgivenefs of them*

abounding in acts of juftice and charity, in a meek and con-

•defcending carriage towards the meaneft, and afpiring after

higher fan&ity.

And to fee other gentlemen of the like knowledge, partt

and principles, and of fober, juft and religious lives, as far

as thair meer reafon with outward revelation are able to carry

them, and prepuffefled againft this work as imagined enchu-

fiafm, yet at: once furpiizmgly to find themfelves intirely

deftitute of that inward fan&ity, and fupreme love to GOD,

and holinefs, which the gofpel teaches as abfolutely needful

to fee the kingdom 'Of grace and glory ; to find themfelves

no more than conceited Pharifees, who had been working

out a righteoufnefs of their own for juftification ; and to have

a clear difcoveryof their inward enmity to CHRIST, and the!

nature and way of redemption by him, with the native

vilenefs of their hearts .and lives, they had never fcen before'}

in fhort, to find themfelves yet unrenewed in the fpirit of

their minds, and under the heavy wrath and curfe of GOD ;

to open into the clear difcovery of their part delulions ; to find

the hardnefs of their hearts, (h'J blihdnefs of their minds,

and their utter impotence to convert1 themfelves, Or believe

in CHRIST ; to lofe all their former confidence; give up: their

beloved fchemes, fee themfelves Undone and hclplels, and fink

into a great diftrefs : and then- condemning themfelves as

guilty wretches, humbly lying at the -fcoc-of abfolute and

fovereign Grace, and looking up to CHRIST the only Me

diator to reconcile them to the glorious GOD, to jtiftify them

•wholly by his own moft perfrct righteoufnefs, and to en

lighten, quicken, fan&ify, dwell in, and govern them by his

Almighty Spirit ; and there to wait till they find a new and

fnighty life and power come into their fouls, enabling them

to embrace, unit in, and love this divine Redeemer, rejoice

'with fatisfaction in him, and perform every kind of dutyboth

to GOD and man with pltafure, and with quite another frame

•nd fpbit than before.

Such
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Such great and (udden turns as thefe, arc as evident de^

monftration as we can poffibly conceive of the truth of the,

fnfpired fcriptures, and in particular of thofe fcripture doc

trines, of the fovereign and victorious grace of CHRIST,

received and taught among us : we fee with our eye, that

when he rideth forth on the word of truth, conquering and,

tp compcr, his right-hand teaches terrible things. He makes

his arrows fo Iharp and piercing in the hearts of his ftouteft

enemies, as oblige them to fall down under him ; and when

the day of his power comes on any people, he makes thp

moft obftinate to be moft gladly willing and obedient to him.

And tbefe principles ofgrace., and thefe works ofGOD, do moft

invincibly confirm each other.

And though it muft be owned with forrow, that fome

few ,who fee thefe wondrous works continue unconvinced,

yet this is no more ftrange than that fome of the moft

leained and religious men, as were the Scribes and Pharifees,

who faw the wondrous works of CHRIST on earth, yet con

tinued unconvinced that they were the works of GOD, yea

purfued him with unrelenting enmity and violence. However,

it is a reviving confolation to us,, that as this work furpriz-

ingly goes on from town to town, it goes on more and more

to filence the moft fierce opppfers : though mighty oppofiti-

ons rife at hi It, it bears them down before it, and our more

mighty Saviour feems refolved to go on ftill from conquer

ing to conquer.

In vain do its remaining enemies attempt to brand it with

the name enthufiafm. For this is like the gentile Ramans

branding the Jcwijh religion with the hated name of fuper-

ftition ; and if this work is truly enthufiafm, then we have

been wholly miftaken in the meaning of the word : and what

they call enthufiafm, is a glorious and blefled work of GOD,

moil powerfully and fuddenly changing the very hearts and

lives of men ; making them in a great degree like to CHRIST

in love, and righteoufnels, and holinefs, and meeknefs, and

humility; filling their ';• *• with holy joy, arid their mouths

with praifes.

But we muft remit the remaining oppofers to the law and

teftimony of GOD himfelf in the infpired oracles ; as doth

our reverend and dear brother the author of the following

VOL. IV. G valuable
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valuable fermon. And we are glad on this occafion to join

our teftimony with him, both to the fame doctrines of grace,

and to the wondrous work of GOD agreeable to them; as alfo

to declare our great fatisfa&ion to fee him and others of our

faid prefbyterian brethren concurring with us in them ; with

our apprehenfion that »ur uniting in thefe important points,

is fuch a powerful band of union in chriftian love and fellow-

fhip, as fhould overcome the remains of every kind of pre

judice that may yet fubfift among our people : and our earneft

wifhes, that with a tender and meek forbearance of each

other in different fentiments about church order and govern

ment, we may all unite in maintaining and promoting thefe

more excellent and momentous points of grace, and vital

piety.

THOMAS PRINCE,

JBoj}on, jfaa. 12, 1742. JOHN WEBB,

WILLIAM COOPER.
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ACCOUNT

OF THE

Occasion, Procefs, and Ifliic,

Of a Late

TRIAL

AT THE

ASSIZE held at GLOUCESTER, March 3, 1743*

BETWEEN

Some of the People called METHODISTS, Plaintiffs,

AND

Certain Perfons of the Town of MINCHIN-HAMPTON,

in the faid County, Defendants.

I N A

LETTER to a FRIEND.

Axd taken the town-clerk had affiafed ttt people, he faid, Ye men of Ephefu•, volet

man is tlxre that knvevetb not bnu that the city of tl.c Epheflans is a VKrjhipfer nf

the g,•ae goddefs Diana, and ef the image ivbicb fell downfrom Jupiter. Seeing then

tkar tb'fe tbineri cannot he fpoken agaieyl, ye Peght to he yuiu, and to di nothing rajkl}.

F:r ye have brought hither thefe men, -which are neitbir rotbcri of tbvrchu, ncr yet

tlaffher.en of your giddcfs. Wherefore if Demetrius, and the crafifmen which are

uiib £/>, have t mauer agaiefl any man, the law ie ifen, and then ere deputiei ; let

ehem '.mflead ent anther. But ifye inquire any thing cancrmii:? alher mauerl, it jkat

he eieter mined in a laivfvl ajfcmbly. fir we are in danger to he eall•it in ourfti6* fir

ibis day'i uproar, there heing no caufe ivbertby we may gvre an atiivr.t of tbii ceneourfe,

A•l- xix. 35—40.
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A BRIEF

ACCOUNT,

Mj dear Friendt London* March 12, 1744.

ON Thurfday evening I came hither from the Glouctfter

affizes, where I have been engaged in a trial between

fome of thofe who are called Methodifts, and fome violent

rioters. Perhaps this news may a little ftartie you, and put

you upon enquiry (as it hath done fome others) " How we

came to go to law with our adverfaries, when it is our

avowed principle to fuffer patiently for the truth's fake ? " I

will eell you, my dear friend : though perhaps there is nothing

in the world more abufed than the law, and there are very few

that go to law out of a proper principle ; yet we hold, that

there re a proper ufe of it, and the law is good, when ufed

lawfully. Whether or know we have ufed it lawfully in the

prefent cafe, I fhall leave my friend to judge, after I have told

him the motives that induced us to engage in it. The

Methodifts, you know, are every where accounted enthufiafts,

in the worft fenfe of the word ; but though they are accounted

fuch, yet they would not be enthufiafts in reality. Now we

look upon it to be one fpecies of enthufiafm, to expect to at

tain an end, without making ufe of proper means. We alfo

think, that believers fhould be very careful not to be fond of

fuffering perfecution, when they may avoid it, by making

application to the high powers. We are likewife of opinion,

that good chriftians will be good fubjects, and confequently it

is their duty, as much as in them lies, to put a ftop to every

thing, in a rightful way, that may prove deftructive to the

king or the government under which they live. Chriftian

minifters, in particular, we think, ought to confider the weak-

nefs of people's grace, and, in pity to precious fouls, do what

they can to remove every thing'out of the way, that may'd'if-
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courage or prevent poor people's hearing the everlafting gof-

pel. Thefe confiderations, my dear friend, for fome time

paft, have led me to examine whether the MethodijIe in gene

ral (and I myfelf in particular) have acted the part of good

fubjects, and judicious chriftian miniftcrs, in fo long neglect

ing to make an application to the fuperior courts, and putting

in execution the wholefome laws of the land, in order to pre

vent thofe many dreadful outrages which have been committed

againft us. I need not defcend to particulars. Our Ifeekly

Hiflory is full of them ; and before that came out, feveral of

out brethren, both in England and Wales, have received much

damage from time tp time, and been frequently in great ha-

iard of their lives. Wthjhire has been very remarkable for

mobbing and abufing the; Method ids ;, and, for about ten

months. laft paft, it has aHb prevailed very m»ch in Glouce/icr-

jhiie, efpeci4lly at tfampton, where our friend Mr. Adumi has

a dwelling-houfe, and has been much blefled to many people.

This difpleafed the grand enemy of fouls, who ftirred up

many of the bafer fort, privately encouraged by fome of a

liigher rank, to come from time to time, in great numbers,

with a low-bell and horn, to befet the boufe, and beat and

abufe the people. About the beginning of July laft, their

oppofition feemed to rife to the higheih Fer feveral days

they affembled in great bodies, broke the windows, and mob-

bid .thc_people to fuch a degree, that many expected to be

murdt ej, and hid themfelves in holes and corners, to avoid

the. rage of their adverfaries. Once, when I was there, they

continued from four in the afternoon till midnight, rioting,

giving loud huzzas, cafting dirt upon the hearers, and making

proclamations, " That np Anabaptifts, Prtfbyterians, &c.

fhould preach there, upon pain of being tint put into a fkin-

pit, and afterwards into a brook." At another time they

pulled one or two women down the flairs by the hair of their

heads. And on the loth of July they came, to the number of

near a hundred, in their ufual way, with a low-bell and horn,

about five in the afternoon, forced into Mr. Adamis houfe,

and demanded him down the flairs whereon he was preaching,

took him out of h,s houfe, and threw him into a fkin-pit full

of noifome things and ftagnated water. One of our friends,

named IVilllarra, afking them, " If they were not afhamed to
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Ccrve an Innocent man fo ? " they put him into the fame .

pit twice, and afterwards beat him. and dragged him along

the kennel. Mr. Adams quietly returned home, and bdtdok

Himfelf to prayer, and exhorted the people to rejoice in fuffer-

ihg for the fake of the gofpel. In ,about half an hour, they

came to the houfe again, dragged him down the ftairs, and

led him away a mile and a half to a place called Bourn-brook,

and then threw him in. A ftander-by; fearing he 'might be

drowned, jumped in and pulled him out; whereupon another of

the rioters immediately pufhed him into the pool a fecdrid time,

and cut his leg againft a ftone, fo that he went lame for near a

fortnight. Both the conftable and j'u ftices' were applied toi

but refiifed to act ; and feemed rather, to countenance the'

fiiobbing, hoping thereby Methodifm (as they called it) would'

be put a flop to, at lead at tiampton. For a feafon they

gained' their end. There was no preaching for Come tii-no,

the people fearing to aflemble on account of the violence of

.the "mob. Upon my return to town, I advifed with my

friends what to do. We knew we wanted to exercife ho re

venge againft the rioters, and yet we thought it wrong that

the gofpel fhould be ftopped by fuch perfons, when the go

vernment under which we lived countenanced no fuch thing .

and alfo, that it was abfurd to thank GOD for wholefome

laws, if they were not to be made ufe of. We knew very

well, that an Apoftle had told us, that magiftrates were or

dained for the punifhment of evil doers ; and that they bear

not the fword in vain. We were alfo fearful, that if any of

our brethren fhould be murdered by future riotihgs (as in all

probability they might), we fhould be acceflary to their death,

if we neglefied to tie up the rioters hands, which was all we

defired to do. Befides, we could not look upon this as allowed

perfecution, fince it was not countenanced by the laws of the

•land, and we might have redrefs from thefe rioters and inferior

magiftrates, by appealing to Cafart whofe real friends and

loyal fubjc<£r.s we judged ourfelves not to be, if we fuffered

his laws to be publicly trampled under foot by fuch notorious

noting ; and which, though begun againft the Methodifls,

might terminate in open rebellion againfl King George. For

thefe and fuch like reafons, we thought it our duty to move

for an information in the King's-Ben:h againft five ot" the ring-
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leaJers, and fixed upon the riot which they made on Sundaje

July 10, when they, put Mr. Adams and Williams into the

fkm-,pit and brook. But before this was done, I wrote a let

ter to one whom they called Captain, defining him to inform

y^'aflbciajes, " That if they would acknowledge their fault,

pay for curing a boy's arm, 'which was broken the night I

was there, and mend the windows of Mr. Adams's houfe, we

would readily pafs all by ; but if they, perfifted in their refo-

lufions.to'riot/we thi,u^ht it our duty to prevent th'cir doing,

and others receiving, further damage, by moving'for an in

formation againflf' tKem. in the King's- Bench." I alfo fent a

copy" of this letter to a minifter of the town, and to.'a juftice

of. the peace, with a letter to each from rhyfelf : but all in
. / - • - •

yiiia." Trie rioters lent me a moft infolen't anfwer, wrote me

woid, " They were in high fpirits, and were refolved. there

fHould be no ntore preaching in Hampton." Finding them

irrttiaimabu, we moved the next term for a rule of court in

the King s- Bench to lodge an information againft five of the-

ring-leaders, for the outrage committed, violence offered, and

damage done to Mr. Adams and Williams, on Sunday, July 10.

The rioters were apprized of it, appeared by their council,

and prayed the rule might be enlarged till the next term. It

was granted. In the mean while they continued mobbing,

broke into Mr. Adams's houfe one Saturday night at eleven

o'clock, when there was no preaching, made thofe that were

in bed get up, and fearched the oven, cellar, and every corner

of the houfe, to fee whether they could find any Methodifts.

Some time after, they threw another young man into a mud-

pit three times fucceffively, and abufed the people in a dread

ful manner. The next term came on. We proved our accu-

iattons by twenty-fix affidavits ; and the defendants making

no reply, the rule was made abfolute, and an information

filed againft them. To this they pleaded NOT GUILTY ;

and, according to the method in the crown-office, the caufe

was referred to the affize held at Gloucefter, March 3d.

Thither I went, and on Tuefday morning laft the trial came

on. It was given out by fome, " That the Methodifts were

to lofe the-caufc, "whether right or wrong." And I believe

the Defendants depended much on a fuppofition, that the.

gentlemen and jury would be prejudiced againft us. We

were
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were eafy, knowing that our Saviour had the hearts of all in

his hands. Being aware of the great confequerices of gaining

er lofing this trial, both in refpcct to us and the nation, we

kept a day of faffing and prayer through aU the focieties both

in England and Wales. Our Scotch friends alfo joined with us,

and chearfully committed our caufe into his hands by whom

kings reign and princes decree juftice. We had about. thirty

witnefles to prove the riot and fadb laid down in the informa

tion. .Our council opened the caufe (as I heard, 'being

not prefent when the trial begun) with much folidity and

found reafoning : they fhewed, " That rioters were riot to

be reformers ; and that his Majefty had no where put the reins

of government into the hands of mobbers, or made them judge

or jury." One of them In particular, with great gravity re

minded the gentlemen on the jury of the advice of Gamaliel, a

doctor of the law, recorded Afls v. 38, 39. " Refrain 'from

tbefe men, and let them alone ; for if this council, or this

work, be of men, it will come to nought : but if it be of

GOD, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found evert

to fight againft GOD." Our witnefles were then called. I

came into court when the fecond witnefs was examining.

Mr. Adam* and four more (three of which were not called

Methodifts) fo clearly proved both the riot and the fadts laid

to the charge of t}ie Defendants, that the Judge was of opi

nion there needed no other evidence. The council for the

Defendants then rofe, and exerted a good deal of oratory,

and I think faid all that could well be faid, to make the beft

'of a bad matter. One urged, " That we were enthufiafts-,

and our principles and practices had fuch a tendency to infect

'and hurt the people, that it was right, in his opinion, for an£

private perfon to fraud up and put a ftop to us ; and whoever

did fo, was a friend to his country." He ftrove to influence

the jury, by telling them, " That if a verdict was given

againft the Defendants, it would coft them two hundred

pounds : that the Defendants rioting was not premeditated ;

but, that coming to hear Mr. Adams, and being offended at

his doctrinc, a fud\ien quarrel arofe, and thereby the unhappj

men were led into the prefent fray, which he could have

v.'ifli'.J had not happened ; but however it did not amount to

a riot,
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a.riot, -but only an a/fault." Their other council then iri^

formed the jury, " That they would undertake to prove that

the Methodifts. began the tumult firft." He was pleafed alfo

to mention me. by name, and acquainted the court, " That

Mr. Wliitffield had been travelling from common to common,

making the people cry, and then picking their pockets, under

pretence of collecting money for the colony of Georgia ; and

knowing that Glouccjlerjhire was a populous country, he at

laft came there.. That he had now feveral curates, of which

Mr. 'Adams- was one,'. who in his preaching had found fault

with the proceedings of the clergy, and fai'd if the people went

to hear them, they would be damned. He added, that therd

had lately been fuch mobbing in Staffsrdjkire, (hit a regiment

of foldiers was fent down to fuppreis them; irifmuating that

the Methodifts were the authors. That we had now another

ca:ufe of a like nature depending in fPiltJbire \ and that we1

were not of that mild pacific fpirit, as we would pretend

.to" be'.*'- This, and much more to the fame purpofe,

though foreign to the matter in hand, pleafed many of the

auditors, who exprefled their fatisfaAion in hearing the Me

thodifts in general, and me in particular, thus lamed, .by fre

quent laughing. The eyes of all were upon me. Our Saviour

kept me quite eafy. I thought of that verfe of Horace,

——— Hie mums aheneus ejlo,

Nil confcirc Jibi, nulla pallifcere cutfa.

Tcrtuflus's accufing Paul came alfo to my mind, and I looked

upon myfelf as highly honoured in having fuch things fpoken

againft me falfly for CHRIST'S great name's fake. To prove

what the Defendants council had infmuated, they called up

a young man, who was brother to one of the Defendants, and

one of the mob. He fwore point blank, " That Mr. Adams

faid, if people went to church, they would be damned ; and

if they would come to him, he would carry them to JESUS

CHRIST. He fwore alfo, that the pool in which Mr. Adami

was thrown, was no deeper than half way up his legs. He

faid firft, that there were about ten of thc,.i that came to the

houfe of Mr. Adami ; and then he fwore that there were about

threefcore. He faid, there was a low-bell, and that one of

the
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the Defendants did afk Mr. Adams to come down off the flairs,

but that none of them went up to him ; upon which

Mr. Adams, willingly obeyed, went with them brifkly along

the ftreet, and, as he would have r-prefented it, put himfelf

into the fkin-pit and pool, and fo came out again." He faid

alfo fome other things ; but through his whole evidence ap

peared fo flagrantly falfe, that one of the counfellors faid, " It

was enough to make his hair ftand an end." The Judge

himfelf wifhed, " He had had fo much religion as to fear an

oath." .So he went down in difgrace. Their fecond evidence

was an aged woman, mother to one of the defendants. She

fwore, " That her fon did go up the flairs to Mr. Aaams,

and (hat Mr. Adams tore her fon's coat, and would hav«

Woken his neck down flairs." But fhe talked fo faft, and her

evidence was fo palpably falfe, that.fhe was fent away in as

much difgrace as the other. Their third and laft evidence

was father to one who was in the mob, though not one of

the defendants. The chief he had to fay was, " That when

Mr. AJams was coming from the pool, one met him, and faid,

" Brother, hr>w do you do?" Upon which he ar;fwered,

" That he had received no damage, but had been in the pool,

and came out again." So that all their evidences, however

contrary one to another, yet corroborated ours, and proved

the riot out of their own mouths. The book was then given

to a juftice of the peace, who had formerly taken up Mr. Cen-

nick, for preaching near .*•',.•..••</, and had lately given many

fignal proofs that he was no friend to the Methodifts. But

he intending to fpeak only about their characters, and the

council and Judge looking upon that as quite impertinent to

the matter in hand, he was not admitted as an evidence.

Upon this, his Lordfhip, with great candour and impartiality,

fummed up the evidence, and told the jury, " That he

thought they fhould bring all the Defendants in guilty; for

our evidences had fufficiently proved the whole of the informa

tion, and alfo that the riot was premeditated." He faid,

" That, in his opinion, the chief of the Defendants evidence

was incredible ; and that, fuppofing the Methodifts were he

terodox, (as perhaps they might be) it belonged to the eccle-

fiaftical government to call them to an account ; that they

were
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were fubjects, and rioters were not to be their reformers."——

He alfo reminded them of the dreadful ill confequences of

rioting at any time, much more at fuch a critical time as this;

that rioting was the fore-runner of, and might end in, rebel-

lion ; that it was felony, without benefit of clergy, to pull

down a meeting-houfe ; and, for all as he knew, it was high-

treafon to pull down even a bawdy-houfc. That this informa

tion came from the King's-Bench; that his Majefty's juftices

there thought they had fufficient reafon to grant it ; that the

matters contained in it had been evidently proved before them,

and confequently they fhould bring all the Defendants in

guilty.?'

Upon this the jury were defired to confider of their verdifh

There feemed to be fome little demur amongft them. His

Lordfhip perceiving it, informed them, " They had nothing

to do with the damages, (that was to be referred to the King's-

Bimh} th«y were only to confider whether the Defendants

•were guilty or not." Whereupon, in a few minutes, they

gave a verdict for the profecutors, and brought in all the De-

i'endants, " guilty of the whole information lodged again ft

them." I then retired to my lodgings, kneeled down, and

gave thanks, with fome friends, to our all-conquering Em

manuel. Afterwards I went to the inn, prayed, and re

turned ih ..'.".-• with the wifnefTes, exhorted them to behave

with meeknefs and humility to their adverfaries, and after

they had taken proper refrefhment fent them home rejoicing.

In the evening I preached on thofe words of the Pfalmift,

" By this I know, that thou favoureft me, fince thou haft

not fuftered mine enemy to triumph over me." GOD was

pleafed to enlarge my heart much. I was very happy with

niy friends afterwards, and the next morning fct out

for LouJon, wheie we have had a blefled thankfgiving fea-

fon, and from whence I take the firft opportunity of fend-

Hig you as many particulars of the occafion, progrefs, and

Lfiue of our trial, as I can well recollect. 'What report his

Lordfhip will be pleafed to make of the cafe, and how the

Defendants will be dealt with, cannot be known till next

term ; when I know I fhall apprize you of it, as alfo of our

behaviour towards them. Jn the mean while let me entreat

you
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you to give thanks to the blefled JESUS in our behalf, and

to pray that his word may have free courfc, 'may run and be

glorified, and a ftop be put to all fuch rebellious proceedings.

J remain, Sir,

Your very affectionate friend, and humble fervant,

GEORGE WHITE FIE tD.

%* For more particulars of this affair, fee Vol. II. Let

ters 526, 527, 529, 545, 549, and 550.
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LETTER,

London, May 22, 1 744.

Reverend

I Have read your expoftulatory letter, and thank you forpffi»

fixing your name. Had the author of the obfervations

been fo ingenuous, he would have faved you and me fome

trouble; but as he hath not, and the pamphlet was publifhed

in' fuch a way, I cannot think myfelf juftly chargeable with

Hi-manners or cenforioufnefc, for treating him and their.

LordQiips concerned, in the manner I have done. Our Sa

viour dealt always very plainly with the rulers of the Jeuuijh

Church ; and when one was offended, and faid, " Mafter,

thus fiying, thou reproacheft us alfa," he was fo far from re

canting, that he faid, " And woe unto you alfo ye lawyers."

IrV the fame fpirit, the proto-martyr Stephen addrefled himfelf

fo the Jemijh Sanhedritn, and faid unto them, " Ye ftiff-

nccked and uncifcumcifed in hearts and Cars, ye do always

refift the Holy1 Ghoft ; as your fathers did, fo do ye." And

however fhocking, Rev. Sir, it may appear to you, (page

4jd of your letter) for us to urge our LORD'S example and

his blefled' apoftles, yet I think it quite confiftent for a mini-

fter, who has received an apoftolical commiffion at his ordi

nation, " Receive thou the Holy Ghoft now committed unto

thce by the impofition of our ha;ids, &c," to make ufe of the

example of our LORD and his apoftles, in vindication of his

conduct ; becaufe CHRIST left us an example, that we might

follow his fteps ; and we arc called to be followers of the

apoftles, as they were of JESUS CHRIST. I know not how

to give flattering titles, and therefore muft flarid to it, thai

Vol. IV. ~ H they
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they are falfe witnefTes, however dignified or diftinguifhed,

and lay to my charge a thing that I know not, who tax me

with being an open defer of government, for preaching in the

fields. Neither do I think 1 have wronged the author of the

obfervations at all, by infmuating, " That the defign and

fcope of this pamphlet was to reprefent the proceedings of the

Methodifts as dangerous to the church and flate, in order to

procure an act of parliament "againft them, or oblige them to

fecure themfelves by turning diflenters." That this was his

drift, (at leaft that he intended to move the government a-

gainft the Methodifts in general, and me in particular) I think

appears quite plain from a little two-penny paper lately pu-

blifhed, (I fuppofe by the fame anonymous author) wherein

he declares, " That though Mr. Whitefitld has pleaded in be

half of the Methodifts, that they are an harmlefs and loyal

people, yet^ft. He cannot poffibly be fuppofed to know all

the perfons, or even one tenth part of thofe prefent at his

meetings of 30, 50, or 80000. —2d. When he appoints or

holds a meeting, all people are at liberty to come, and to

carry on fuch purpofes as they think proper.—3d. Such a

free and fafe refort for great multitudes to one place, fubject

to no controul or examination, is doubtlefs a great opportu

nity put into the hands of feditious perfons to raife diftur-

bances." He adds, " How confiftently with the act of tole

ration, or with what fafety to the public, thefe field-preach

ings may be continued, let the world judge." If this be not

intended to move the government againft me, furely there

was never a moiion made againft any man living ; but with

what little fhew of true reafoning I need not mention. Let

the world judge.

Here lies the point, Rev. Sir : the generality of the clergy

are offended in their hearts, that his majefty is fo mild to

wards his harmlefs and loyal people the Methodifts. They

have denied the Methodift preachers the ufe of their churches,

and think, if field-preaching was put a ftop to, Methodifm,

as they term it, would be lefs extenfive. But were they te

gain their point, and the preachers to be bound, yet perhaps

after all they would find themfelves miftaken, for the word of

Gob would not be bound And I remember a faying of the

then Lord Chancellor to that holy martyr Eradfordt " Thou

6 haft
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haft done more hurt (as he called it) by thy letters ?nd ex

hortations fince thou haft been in prifon, than thou ever didft

before." However this be, field- preaching is at prefent the

clergy's eye-fore. Hence they raife a clamour that it is un

lawful. We deny it. We fay the act of toleration urged

agaihft us is nothing to the purpofe, for we are true members

of the eftablifhed church ; and that if we were not (quod magno

mercenter Atrida} yet the trial of Med«an& Pen is an adjudged

cafe. But ftill, if you or any other perfon pleafe to move for

an information againft me, for preaching in a field, or a

ftreet, though.I purpofe to go abroad fhortly, yet I fhall think

it my duty to ftay fome time, to make a legal defence. But

if not, henceforward whatever queftior.3 may be put to me in

print, about the lawfulnefs of field-preaching, they will lie

unanfwered.

Not that I think it is barely field-preaching that gives the •

generality of the clergy fuch offence. No, it is the do&rine'

that I preach there, that is the grand caufe of their contend

ing with me. You are pleafed, Rev. Sir, to fay (Page 3gth)

" That I have revived the old Galviniflical dtfputes concerning

predeftination, &c." (I fuppofe you mean juftification by

faith alone, the imputed righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST,'

man's utter inability to turn to GOD, or to do good works,

&c.) " Which you fay had happily flept for fo many years.'

But if this be my fhame, I glory in it. For what is this but

reviving theeflential articles of the Church of England, which

undoubtedly are Calviniftical, and which, by your own con-

feffion, have happily flept for fo many years ? This is too

true. But however you may count this a happinefs, yet in

my opinion it is one of the greateft judgments that has befallen

Our nation. And if it had not been for the remnant of free-

grace, difTenting minifters, (ftiled by the author of the obfer-

vations, diflenting teachers) and the little flock of thfc Me-

tbodift preachers, that the LORD JESUS has raifed up and pre-

ferved atnohgft us, many of the eflential doctrines of the ar

ticles of the Church of England might have, as you term it*

Bappily flept many years more.

Thefe, Rev. Sir, are the real fentiments of my heart. I

think they are founded on truth and fobernefs. And if fny

blame me not, as you do (page lift) for comparing the

Ha ClWrch



Church of England, as it now fubfifts, to zlealiy fblp. For is It

not too evident that fhe is not only leaky, but really finking,

when feveral of the Right Reverend the Bifhops, and a pre

bendary of St. PauTs, can openly plead for works being a con

dition of our juftification in the fight .of GOD? This was

the particular charge my Lord of London gave his clergy in

his laft paftoral letter, " So to explain the doctrine of jufti

fication by faith alone, as not to exclude good works from be

ing a condition of our juftification." Was the great apoftle

of the Gentiles now living, what anathema's would he pro

nounce againft fuch "J•udalzing doctrine ? Was Luther on

earth, how would he thunder againft fuch a charge ? For he

calls juftification by faith alone, articulus jl&ntit out caJentis

iccltftee. This is the great fundamental point in which we

differ from the church of Rome. This is the grand point of

cpntention between the generality of the cftablifhed clergy^

and the Methodift preachers : we plead for free juftification

in the fight of GOD, by faith alone, in the imputed righte-

oufnefs of JESUS CHRIST, without any regard to works paft,

prefent, or to come. You (Bellarmine like) are for mak

ing your works, conditions (page ijth) ; " And joining

your honeft, though imperfect endeavours to ferve and pleafe

ybur Maker, with a hearty truft and confidence in his ever-

lafting mercies," (page 42.) You fay, (page 58th) we are'

very far from building wholly on our morality ;" we fay, our

morality is not to be built on at all, but that " CHRIST is

the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one that belie-

veth." This, you think, is one of my errors. But if it be

an error, it is a fcriptural error ; and fo plainly taught in the

eleventh article of our church, that he that runs may read:

and however you may blame me for infmuating, " That fomc

of the clergy may adhere to his majefty only for his prefer

ments, and confequently not appear altogether fo hearty in *

time of danger ;" yet I cannot think it an inftance of hard-

judging at all. Forifperfons can deliberately fubfcribe to

the doctrines ofjuftification by faith alone, and other articles

that are purely Cahinijlical, yet fo explain them away as

plainly to prove they fcarce believe a word of them, I fhould

not wonder if they turned Jacsbites, or went over to the pre

tender.
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tender, whenever they faw it fuited their worldly intereft fo

to do.

That I am not alone in my opinion, give me leave, Pev.

Sir, to tranfcribe a paflage I lately met with in the latter end

of a book, entitled, The Honeycomb of Free Jujlification, written

by one Mr. Eaton, A. M. of Trinity College in Cambridge,

printed at London in the year 1642.

•' Free juftification was firft enjoined to be diligently

" taught, for the reformation of the church, by King Henry

VlII. but was by King Edward VI. and Queen Elizaheth,

principally eftablifhed by parliament, and fingled out from all

the reft of the eftablifhed articles of religion ; and reduced in

to fermons and homilies to be (after the people's fight of their

loft eftate, and woeful mifery by fin) principally taught, and

chiefly known and underftood of all the fubje&s and com

mons of the land, for thei'e four caufes.

ift. " Becaufe it is the only immediate caufe and means of

our peace with GoD. For being juftified by faith we have

peace with GOD, Rom. v. i. and our aflurance of free falva-

tion by JESUS CHRIST, and is therefore called the juftifica

tion of life, Rom. v. 18. " For whom GOD juftifieth, them

he alfo glorified!," Rom, viii. 30.

2d. " Becaufe it is the ordinance of GOD (quite contrary

to the judgment of popifh carnal reafon) that powerfully cau-

feth people to leave their fins, and live a true fan&ified and

godly life. Titus ii. u to 15. Rum. 5th and 6th chapter.

jd. " Becaufe it is the chief caufe and means to difcover

and fupprefs the R.imljh antkhrift, popery, &c. and all other

fuperftitions, fixls, errors and fchifms out of the land ; and to

eftablifh unity, peace and concord in matters of religion, and

of aflurance of free falvation, and makes every man to keep in

a lawful vocation, and to do it profitably in love. Gal. v. 13.

4th. " To direct minifters JffloToeTsif to go with a right

foot to the truth of the gofpel, Gal. ii. 14.. in found preach

ing, and pure declaring of the word of GOD, by true faith of

free juftification, becaufe (faith the eftablifhed doctrineof our

church) fincere preachers ever were, and ever fhall be but a

few; and their preaching of GOD'S word raoft fincere in the

beginning, by procefs of time waxeth lefs and let pure, and

after is corrupt, and laft of all quite laid down, and left off;

Ii 7 becaufe
j
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^ecaufe free juftification is a dodVme hardly learned ln a

church, and Coon loft again, Gal. \. 6. and yet is the true

ftrength, happinefs and fafety of the whole land, Ifaiab lxii.

1—6."

Hereupon, the 5th part of the fermon agninft difobedience

and rebellion, eftablifhed by Queen Elizaheth, teacheth the

commons, that fuch bifhops or ecclefiaftical perfons, as by

pride and ambitious rule, do by terms of error, fchifm, or

herefy, hinder this main light of GOD'S word from the people,

are the chiefeft tractors in the land : and the 6th and laft part

largely teacheth, that fuch fubje&s and commons to whom

through ignorance of GOD'S word, this light of righteoufnefs,

and this fun of underftanding doth not fhine, although they

may brag, as did fometimes the Jewi/J) clergy and people,

that they cannot lack knowledge, yet are fuch by their blind

dead faith, traytors to GOD, traytors to their king, traytors

to their own fouls and bodies, and traytors to the whole

land and country."

Thus writes that good man Mr. Eaton. I leave you, Rev.

Sir, to make* what ufe of it you pleafe. You fee we have

human as well as divine authority on our f'de. And yet we

are looked upon as erroneous, and are accordingly denied the

churches : and what for ? even for preaching up the do&rine

of juftification by faith alone; for which the glorious martyrs

of the Church of England burnt in Smithficld. If this be not

like \ero's fetting Rome on fire, and then charging it upon

the chriftians, I know not what is.

This is really, Rev. Sir, the truth of the cafe. However,

we are willing to frequent the church, and receive the holy fa-

crament, if the clergy pleafe to give us leave. This I think we

may do, wjthout bring guilty of the inconfiftency you charge

us with (page 2gth), becaufe in the 2$th article of our church

we are taught, " Although in the vifible church the evil be

ever mingled with the good, and fometime the evil have chief

authority in the miniftration of the word and facraments :

yet, forafmuch as they do not the fame in their own name,

but in CHRIST's, and do minifter by his commiffion and au

thority, we may ufc their miniftry, both in hearing the word

of Gon, and in receiving of the facraments : neither is the

of CHRIST'S ordinance taken away by their wicked-

nefs,
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ncfs, nor the gface of GOD'S gifts diminifhed from fuch,

as by faith, and rightly do receive the facraments miniftered

unto them, which be effectual, becaufe of CHRIST'S infti-

tntion and promife, although they be mimftered by evil men."

This I think a fufficient vindication, for the method ifts keeping

in the church. But if fome cannot go thus far, nor bear

to hear the doctrine of juftification by faith alone continually

preached againft, the preachers muft thank themfelves if

any entirely defert the church, and run to meeting-houfes

or elfewhere, to get food for their fouls. For I am per-

fuaded, if »he doctrine of juftification by faith alone be

banifhed from our pulpits, people may attend to their lives

end, and yet never have the whole counfel of GOD (as you

think they may, page 50.) declared unto them.

I could enlarge upon this point, and alfo anfwer the charge

of enthufiafm which you bring againft me in feveral parts of

your letter. But I willingly omit it, becaufe I fhall have

occafion to write more explicitly on thefc points in my fecond

anfwer to the Obfervations : 1 have fome reafons for deferring

it at prefent. But I aflure you, Rev. Sir, you muft not ex

pect me to treat that anonymous author with lefs juftice than

in my laft. For however worthy perhaps he may be in your

fight, I think I fhall prove him to be no better than an

unfkilful flandering fophifter ; and if a clergyman, an un

orthodox blind guide.

As for the irregularities I have been guilty of, in curtailing

the liturgy, or not ufing the common-prayer in the fields,

&c. I think it needlefs to make any apology, till I am called

thereto in a judicial way by my ecclefiaftical fuperiors. They

have [laws and courts. In and by thofc, ecclefiafties are to

be judged , and I am ready to make a proper defence, as I

mentioned in my anfwer to the firft part of the obfervations,

whenever it fhall be required at my hands. Only I would

beg leave to obferve, that by calling extempore prayer, extem

pore effufwns, you caft a flur upon the whole body of diflen-

ters, and on many of the reformed churches abroad. Ami

as the free grace difTenters have helped to keep up the Calvi-r

nlflical difputes, which you fay have happily flept in the efta«-

blifhed church for fo many years ; was it not for his Ma-

jefty'a great kindnefs, and the lenity of his government, they

H 4 would
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would meet with no better treatment than the poor Metbodifts

do now.

Indeed you fay (page 4ift) " We do not oppofe or deny

the true fcripture doctrinc concerning thefe points, viz. Free

juftification, the new birth, and the in-dwelling of the fpirit)

but only your account and explication of them." Give me

leave therefore, Rev. Sir, if you are pleafed to favour me with

another letter, to let me know how you explain thefe impor

tant points, or what you can find inconfiftent with fcripture,

or the articles of the church of England, in thofe difcourfes

which I have publifhed, and in which I have endeavoured to

treat on thefe points in an explicit manner.

I would obferve to you, that I wifh every rion-refi^ent

minifter in England-, could give as good an account of thejr.

non-refidence, as I can of my abfence from Savannah, "fo

fatisfy you, Rev. Sir, I will acquaint you with the whole.

When 1 firft went abroad, I was appointed to be minifter of

Fnderica. But upon my arrival in Georgia, finding there was

no minifter at Savannah, and no place of worfhip at Fredericat

by the advice of magiftrates and people, I continued at Savan

nah, teaching publicly, and from houfe to houfe, and cate-

chifing the children day by day, during the whole time of my

firft continuance in Georgia; except about a fortnight iq

which I went to Fredirua to vjfit the people/and to fee abouC

building a church, for which I had given fifty pounds out o£

fome money I had collected, and of which I have given a

public account. About four months after, I came ever tt;

England to receive prieft's orders, and collect money for build-;

ing an Orphan-houfe. At the requeft of many, the honou

rable truftces prefented me to the living of Savannah. I ac

cepted it, but refufed the ftipend of fifty pounds per annum,

which they generoufly offered me. Neither did I put them to

any expence during my ftay in England, where I thought it

my duty to abide, till I had collected a fufficient fum where

with I might begin the Orphan-houfe, though I fhould have

left England fooner, had I not been prevented by the embargo.

However, I was more eafy becaufe the honourable truftees,

llcnew had font over another minifter, who arrived foon after

1 left the colony. Upon my fecond arrival at Georgia, find

ing the care of the Orphan-houfe, and the care of the parifh,

too
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too great a tafk for me) I immediately wrote over to the ho

nourable truftees to provide another miniftcr. In the mean

while, as moft of my parifhioners were in debt, or ready to

leave the colony for want of being employed, and as I believed,

that eredYmg an Orphan-hqufe would be the beft thing I could,

do for them and their pofterity, I thought it my duty, frooj

time to time, to anfwer the invitations that were fent me to

preach CHRIST JESUS in feveral parts of America, and to

make more collections towards carrying on the Orphan-houfc.

The LORD ftirred up many to be ready to diftribute and

Willing to communicate on this occafion. I always came

home furnifhed with provifions and money, moft of which

was expended among the people, and by this means the nor

thern part of the colony almoft entirely fubfifted for a confi-

derable time. This was alTerted, not very long ago, before

the houfe of commons. And now, Sir, judge you whether

my non-refidence, was any thing like the non-refidents of moft

of the Englljh clergy. When I was abfent from my pa-

rifhioners, I was not loitering or living at cafe, but preach

ing and begging for them and theirs : and when I returned.

it was not to fleece my flock, and then go and fpend it upon

my lufts, or lay it up for a fortune for myfeif and relations.

No : freely as I had received, freely I gave : and " there

fore when the ear heard me, then it blefTed me ; and when

the eye faw me, it gave witnefs to me : becaufe I delivered

the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that had

none to help him. The bleffing of him that was ready to

perifh came upon me ; and I caufed the widow's heart to fmg

for joy." I am become a fool in glorying. But you have

compelled me. The GOD and Father of our LORD JESUS

CHRIST knoweth that I lie not. I fought not theirs, but

them. And however you may judge me, (page aoth) as

though I chofe this itinerant way of preaching for the fake

of Profit ; yet I aflure you the laft day will prove that you

and all like-minded are quite miftaken. I choofe a voluntary

poverty. The love of CTOD and the good of fouls is my only

aim. The manner of my call to my prefent way of aciin;j,

if the LORD gives me ficedom, fhall be the fubject of a fu

ture tradt. I fend you this fhurt letter, to convince you that

I am really willing to givs an anfwer cf the hope that is in

me,
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me, with mcaknefs and fear. I fhall only add, if you do

not like the example of Gallio (page 27th) I would humbly

recommend to you the advice of Gamaliel. "Refrain from

thefe men, and let them alone : for if this council, or this

work be of men, it will come to nought : but if it be of GOD,

ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found even to fight

againft GOD." I am, Rev. Sir,

Your affectionate brother and fervant,

GEORGE WHITEFIEI.D,

AN
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A

LETTER

To the Right Reverend

The Bifhop of LONDON, &c.

My Lords, London, March 17441

THE Apoftle Peter exhorts us, " to be ready to give an

anfwer to every one that afketh us a reafon of the

hope that is in us, with meeknefs and fear." And if this is

to be our conduct towards every one, much more are we

bound to behave thus to thofe who are overfeers of the church

of GOD, and confequently are inverted with an authority to

require an anfwer at our hands.

A defire of complying with this apoftolical injunction, in

duced rtie, my Lords, about five weeks ago, to publifh an

* Advertifement, wherein I defired an open publication of

feveral anonymous papers, entitled^ Obfervations upon the ton-

du£i and behaviour tf a certain fett, vfualfy diflinguijhed by the

• Whereas fome anonymous papers againft the people called Metbodiflt

in general, and myfelf and friends in particular, have been for foma

Weeks printed in a large edition, and handed about and read in the re

ligious focieties of the cities of London and Weflmmjicr, and given int*

the hands of many private perfons, with Itrift injunctions to lend them

to no one, nor let them go out of their hands to any ; and whereas,

after having accidentally had the hafty perufal of them, I find many

queries of great importance conceming me, and my conduft, contained

therein ; and as it appears that one paper has little or no connexion with

another, and a copy, when applied for, was refufed me, and I know not

how foon I may embark for Georgia ; I am therefore obliged hereby to

defire m fpeedy open publication of the aforefaid papers, in order that a

candid, impartial anfwer may be made thereto by me,

London, Jan. 16, 1744. George WitefelJ.

name



name of Method!/}s. Papers, which; upon enquiry, I found

had been printed fome coniiderible time, had been read in

the focieties of London and Wejlminfter, and handed about in a

private manner to particular friends, with ftrict: orders to part

with them to no one. What could be the meaning of fuch a

procedure, I know not.' But this I know, however fuch a

clahdeftine way"of acting, may favoiir of the wifdom of the

ferpent, it does not befpeak that harmlefnefs of the dove, which

our Saviour in an pfpecial manner recommends to his minif-

ters.

Who the real author of thefe papers may be, I am not yet

able for 'a certaii;ty^to.firul out.- fiut Lhad reafon,to believe,

that niy Lord t>f London 'was concerned in compofing or re-

vifmg them. That I might not be miftaken, after the pub

lication of the advertifement, I wrote his Lordfhip a letter *,

wherein I defired to know, whether his Lordfhip was the au

thor of this paper or not, and alfo defired a copy. His Lord->

fhip was pleafed to fend word by my friend, who carried the

letter, that " I fhould hear from him." Hitherto his Lord-

fhip has not favoured me with an anfwer. Only fome time

ago, one Mr. Owen, a printer, in ^men-Corner, Pater-nofter

Rou', who is printer to my Lord of London, left a letter f for

me,
. • • - ••*••.- ;

• My Lord, London, Feb. i. 1744.

Simplicity becomes the followers of Jefut Cbrlft, and therefore I thinfc

it'my duty to trouble your Lordfhip with thefe few lines. I fuppofe your

Lordfhip has feen the advcrtiCiment publilhed by me, about four day*

•go, conceming Tome anonymous papers, which have been handed about

in the focieties for fome confiderable time. As I think it my duty to

anfwer them, I fhould he glad to be informed whether the report be true,

that your Lordfhip coinpofed them, that I may the better know to whom

I may direct my anfwer. A fight alfo of one of-the copies, if in your

Lordfhip's keeping, would much oblige, my Lord,

Your Loriifhip's moft obliged, dutiful fon and fervanf,

George Wbit

: P. S. The bearer will bring your Lordfhip's anfwer ; or if your

Lordfhip pleafe te favour me witli a line, be pleafed to direct for me, to

be left with Mr. J. Syou, &c.

t Sir, Feb. 3. 1744^ -

My name is Own. I am a printer in Amen-Comer ; and I waited

upon you to let you know, that t have had orders from feveral of tbe

Bi&op*,
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me, wherein he informed me, that he had orders from SEVERAL

OF THE BISHOPS to print the Obfervations en the tonduft and

hehaviour ef the Methodijls (WITH SOME FEW ADDITIONS)

for their ufe; and when the imprcffion was finifhed, I fhould

have a copy. Why my Lord of London, or the feveral other

Bifhops concerned, fhould conceal their names, or why a

copy fhould be denied me, fo long after the papers had been

printed, I leave the world to judge. I cannot think fuch a

way of proceeding can gain your Lordfhips any credit from

the public, or any thanks from the other Bifhops who have

not interefted themfelves in this affair, and who, I believe,

are more NOBLE, than to countenance the publication of any

fuch performance.

It is a weighty thing with me, mv Lords, to have irtfinua-

tions made, or queries put to me, in refpect to my practice

and do&rine, in fuch a public manner, by perfons that are

placed at the head of the church. It is true, your Lordfhips

have not put queries to me in your own names ; but as the

author has concealed hi?, and thefe papers are printed by your

Lordfhips orders, you have thereby adopted them for your

own ; confequently, I am put under a neccffity of directing

this letter as I have done. And I can allure your Lordfhips,

that with great deference to the dignity of your office, after

earneft prayer, with I truft fome degree of humility, and un

feigned fimplicity of heart, I now fit down to perform my

promife, to give a candid and impartial anfwer to the forc-

mentioned papers, which were fent me laft week, (collected

into a pamphlet) by Mr. Oiutn; and I fuppofe, by your Lord

fhips order.

I never yet was, and hope never fhall be fo far left to lean

to my own underftanding, as to fancy myfelf infallible. Young

as I am, I know too much of the devices of Satan, and of the

defperate wickednefs and deccitfuinefs of my own heart; not

to be fenfible, that I am a man of like paffions with others,

and confequently may have fometimes miftaken nature for

Bifliops, to print for their nfe, fuch numbers of the Obfervatims upon

the conduft and behaviour of the Metho./ifls, (with fome few additions)

as they have refpectively befpoken. And I will not fnil to wait upon

you with one copy, a* foon as the imprcflion is finiflieil. I am, Sir,

Your moll obedient, Src.

grace,
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grace, imagination for revelation, and the fire of my own

temper, for the pure and facred flame of holy zeal, which

cometh from GOD'S altajr.—If therefore, upon perufmg the

pamphlet, I find that I have been blameable in any refpect (a»

in all probability I.may) I will not only confefs it, but return

hearty thanks both to the compiler and your Lord/hips, though

unknown.

Indeed, it is but of little confequence to the merits of the

caufe to know who the author is. Only thus much may be

faid, your Lordfhips yourfeives being judges, it is not quite

fair to give ftabs in the dark; and it is fome fatisfaction to the

perfon attacked, to know who and what his antagonifts are,

that he may know the better how to deal with them. But

fince that cannot be granted, it may be more" to the pur-

pofe, to confider the matters contained in the pamphlet, and

to anfwer for myfelf, fo far as I am concerned.

It is entitled, Obfervations upon the condufl and hehaviour (/. e.

upon the conduct and conduct) of a certain feel, ufually diftin-

fuijhedby the name of Methodifls. I think the title ought r-athef

to run thus,—Mifreprefentatior.s of the conduf! and PRINCIPLES,

of many orthodox, well- meaning minijlers, and memhers of the

church of England, »nd loyalfubjefls to his Majtfly King George,

FALSELY TERMED A SECT, and i/Jually diftingwjhed, OUT OF

CONTEMPT, by the name of METHODISTS. This title, my

Lords, would juft anfwer the contents, tot the principles as

well as condufl of the Methodifts are ftruck at, and greatly

mifreprefented in this pamphlet. And the Methodifts are no

fe£i, no feparatifts from the eftablifhed church, neither do they

call people from her communion. Befides, the author ought

to have added, A new edition, with feveral alterations, additions,

and correflions ; for otherwife the world is made to believe, that

this is the felf-fame compefition which was handed about fome

months ago, and of which I had a hafty reading* Whereas

there are feveral things omitted, fome things added, and divers

alterations made in this new edition ; fo that' the title-page is

not only injudicious, but falfe and fcandalous.

And if the title-page is fo bad, I fear the defign andfcope of

the pamphlet itfelf is much worfe. For is it not to reprefent

the proceedings of the Methodifts as dangerous to the church

auJ Hate, in order to procure an act of parliament againft

I them,
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(hem, or oblige them to fecure themfclves by turning difi

fenters ?

But is not fuch a motion, at fuch a feafon as this, both

uncharitable and unfeafonable ? Is not the adminiftration.

engaged enough already in other affairs, without troubling

themfelves with the Methodifts i Ot who would now advifc

them to bring farther guilt upon the nation, by perfecuting

fome of the prefent government's moft hearty friends ? I fay",

my Lords, the prefent government's moft hearty friends. For

though the Methodifts (as the world calls them) difagree in

fome particulars, yet I dare venture to affirm, that to a man

they all agree in this, to love and honour the king. For my

own part, I profefs myfelf a zealous friend to his prefent

Majefty King George, and the prefent adminiftration. Where-

ever I go, 1 think it my duty to pray for, and to preach up

obedience to him, and all that are fet in authority under him,

in the moft explicit manner. And I believe, fhould it ever

come to the trial, the poor defpifed Methodifts, who love his

Majefty out of principle, would cleave clbfe to him in the moft

imminent danger, when others that adhere to him, only for

preferments, perhaps might not appear altogether fo hearty.

My Lords, I have now been a preacher above feven years,

and for thefe fix years paft, have been called to act in a very

public way. Your Lordfhips muft have heard of the very

great numbers that have attended me : fometimes feveral of

the nobility, and now and then, even fome of the clergy have'

been prefent. Did they ever hear me fpeak a difloyal word ?

Are there not thoufands can teftify, how fervently and fre

quently I pray for his Majefty King George, his royal ofF-

fpring, and the prefent government ? Yes, my Lords, they

can. And I truft, through the divine affiftance, I fhould be

enabled to do fo, though furrounded with popifh enemies,-

and in danger of dying.for it as foon as my prayer was ended*

This, my Lords, as far as I am acquainted with them, is the

prefent temper of my friends, as well as myfelf. And may I

not then appeal to your Lordfhips, whether it be not the iri-

tereft of the adminiftration to encfaurage fuch perfons, or af

leaft to let them alone ? Gall'ia, on a like occafioh, thought if

his wifdom to act thus* " For when the Jews made infur-

re&ion with one accord againft Paul, and brought him to the'

VOL. IV. I • jad*-
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Judgment-feat, faying, this fellow perfuadeth men to

GOD contrary to the law ; he faid unto the Jews, if it were a

matter of wrong or wicked lewdnefs, O ye 'Jews, reafon

would that I fhould bear with you. But if it be a queftion

of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it, for I

will be no judge of fuch matters." Nay, he was fo far from

approving of their motion, that he drove them from the judg

ment-feat.

My Lords, I know of no law of the ftate that we have

broken, and therefore we have not incurred the difpleafure of

the civil power. If your Lordfhips apprehend that we are

liable to ecclefiaftical cenfures, we are ready to make a pro

per defence whenever called to it by our ecclefiaftical fupe-

riors. As for myfelf, your Lordfhips very well know that I

am a Batchelor of Arts, have taken the oaths, fubfcribed to-

the articles, and have been twice regularly ordained. In this

character I have acted both at home and abroad, and know of

no law of our government which prohibits my preaching in

any field, barn, ftreet, or out-houfe whatfoever.

It is true, one or two of my friends, who preach as I do,

were bred diflenters, and had been licenfed, and preached in li-

cenfed places before my acquaintance with them; and one or two

of the houfes where the MethodiUs meet, have,, without my

knowledge, been licenfed fince ; and therefore the author of

the pamphlet is quite milbken in his fir/1 paragraph (as well

as the title page and defign of his pamphlet) wherein he de

clares, that " it does not appear that any of the preachers

among the Methodifts have qualified themfelves and the places

(it would have been better Englijb if he had faid, qualified

-themfelves, and licenfed the places) of their aflembli-ng, ac

cording to the act of toleration ; which act warrants feparate

aflemblies for the worfhip of GOD, that before were unlaw

ful." I with the author had taken a little more care to inform

himfelf before he publifhed the pamphlet, lie would not

then have been guilty of fo many egregious mifhkes, or

without caufe have condemned the innocent, as he hath done.

However, in the general, he is right,—for, as yet, we fee no/

fufficient reafon to leave the church of England, and turn dif-

fenters ; neither will we do it till we are thruft out. When-

a fhip is leaky, prudent failors, that value the cargo, will not

leave
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leave it to (ink, but rather continue in it fo long as they csn,

to help pump out the water. I leave the author, my Lords,

to make the application.

But whether the Methodifts are church- men or diflentcrs,

the acts of King Charles II. referred to, pag. 3. paragraph i.

and pag. 4, paragraph 2. make nothing againft them, neither

'lo they prove the Methodifts to be vioiaters of the ftatute

law, by their being field-preachers. And what the author fd

peremptorily affirms, pag. 4. paragraph 3. (and which, by

the way, is one of the few additions made in this, which was

not in the la ft edition) is dire&ly falfe. For he fays, that

'' it has not been known, that a Diflenting teacher of any

denomination whatever, has thought himfclf warranted under

the act of toleration, to preach in fields or ftreets." It may

tot, indeed, be known to the author ; but I know, my Lords,

two of the moft eminent among the Diflenting minifters, who

have thought themfelves, warranted, if not by the a& of to

leration, yet by the laws of the land, to preach out of doors ;

and accordingly, when the houfe would not contain the peo

ple, they have preached in . a field or orchard, and near the

common high-way. My Lords, I have been perufing all the

adis of King Charles II. wherein the word field is mentioned,

and find they are intended " to fupprefs feditious conventicles,

for promoting further, and more proper, fpeedy remedies

againft the growing and dangerous practices of fedit'uus Jefla-

r/«, and other dijlayal per/ens, who, under pretence of tender

confciences, have, or may, at their meetings contrive infurrec-

tuns (as late experience hath fhevyn)". The,fe, my Lordsi

aire the preambles of the adb. Thefe are the only field-

meetings I can find that are prohibited. And how, my Lords,

tan fuch acts be applied to the Methodifts ? Does not fuch

an application imply a charge againft the Methodifts, as

though they were feditious fectaries, difloyal perfons, who^

under pretence of tender confciencies, have, or may contrive

ihfurre&ions ? Has any late experience fhewn this f No,

my Lords, and I hope no future experience ever will. How

then can your Lordfhips, with a fafe confcience, encourage

fuch a pamphlet, or befpeak any number of Mr. Owtn^ in

drder, as may be fuppofed, that they fhould be difperfed among

your Lordfhips clergy ? Well might the author conceal hig

I 2 name.
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name. A more notorious libel has not been publimed. I am

apt to believe, that Mr. Owen the printer is of my mind alfo;

for he has taken care in the title-page, not to let the world

know where, or by whom, this pamphlet was printed. It

comes into public like a child dropt, that no body cares, to

own. And, indeed, who can be blamed for dLfowning fuch

a libel ? For how, my Lords, does it appear by thefe acts,

what the author fo confidently aflerts, page 4, paragraph 2,

" that this new fect of Method ifts have broken through all

thefe provifions and reftraints, neither regarding the penalties

of the laws, which fiand in full force againft them, nor em

bracing the protection which the act of toleration might give

them, in cafe they complied with the conditions of it ? " How

can he immediately add, " and if this be not an open defiance

to government, it is hard to fay what is ? " May I not more

juftly fay, if this be not an open defamation, and open defiance

of all rules of charity, it is hard to fay what is ? Might he

not as well tax the Methodifts with high treafon ? Father,

forgive him ! LORD JESUs, lay not this fin to his charge !

Though the reign, my Lords, of King Charles II. wherein

the a&s before referred to were made, was not the moft mild

and moderate in religious matters, yet your Lordfhips very

well know the famous trial of Mede and Penn ; and, after the

jury had been confined a long time, they brought them in,

guilty only of freaking in Gracechurch-ftreet. And if Quakers

met with fo much lenity under the reign of King Charles,

what liberty of preaching in fields, and elfewhere, may not

the loyal minifters and members of the church of England,

nay, proteftant Diflenting teachers alfo, expedl under the

more gentle and moderate reign of his prefent Majefty King

George, who, as I have been informed, has declared, " there

fhall be no parfecution in his days." May the crown long

flourifh on his royal head, and a popifh Pretender never be

permitted to fit upon the Englijh throne ! To this, I believe,

all the Methodifts will heartily fay, Amen, and Amen.

That the Methodifts, in general, are members of the Ejla-

blified Cbureb,, the author of the pamphlet himfelf confefles.

For, page 4, paragraph 4. after he has, without proof, charged

them with. making open inroads upon the national conftitu-

tion ; he adds, that " thefe teachers and their followers affecY

to
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to be thought members of the national church." And his

following words prove that they not only affect it, but arc

members of the Eftablifhed Church in reality : for, fays he,

" and do accordingly join in communion with it." And it

appears, paragraph 6. that fome of the Methodifts communi

cate eyery Lord's-day. Wha,t better proof can they give of

their being members of the Church of England? It would be

well if all her members gave a like proof. But then, fays our

author, page 4, paragraph 4, they do it in a manner that is

" very irregular, and contrary to the directions laid down in

the rubrick before the communion, which is eftablifhed by

the act of uniformity." (Here- is another correction in this

new edition.) In the copy that I read, it was " contrary to

the directions laid down in our great rule, the act of unifor

mity." I am glad the author found out his miftake, in put

ting the act of uniformity, for the rubrick. I hope the next

edition will come out more correct ftill. This rubrick, fays

he, directs as follows : page 4, paragraph 4 : " So many as

intend to be partakers of the holy communion, fball fignify

their names to the curate, at leaft, fome time the day before."

And, for not doing this, the new feet of Methodifts, parag. 5.

page 6. is charged not only with breaking through, but

" notorioufly defpifing thefe wholfome rules." But how un-

juft is fuch a charge ? When I read it, it put me in mind of

what the poor perfccuted officers of the children of Ifrael faid

to Pharaoh, Exod. v. 15, 16. " Wherefore dealeft thou thus

with thy fervants ? There is no ftraw given unto thy fervants.

They fay unto us, Make brick, and behold thy fervants are

beaten, but the fault is in thy own people." For, my Lords,

is it not the bufinefs of the clergy to fee this rubrick put in

execution ? And is it not the duty of the church-wardens,

according to the z8th canon, quoted by our author, page 5,

paragraph 4, " to mark whether any ftrangers come often,

and commonly from other parifhes to their churches, and to

fhew the minifters of them." But, my Lords, where is this

rubrick or canon obferved, or infifted on by the minifters or

church-wardens through England, Ireland, Wales, or his Ma-

jefty's town of Berwick upon Tweed, except now and then,

when they entertain a grudge againft fome particular Me

thodifts ? Thefe, my Lords, would rejoice to fee, that roi-

J j i, dtcrs



nifters and church-wardens would do their duly in this parti

cular. For many of them have been Co offended by the clergy's

promifcuoufly and caretefly admitting all Jorts of people to the.

Communion, that if it had not been for me, they would have

jeft the church only upon this account. We would therefore

humbly recommend it to your Lordfhips, that you, and the

reft of the Right Reyerend the Bifhops, would infift upon,

curates and church-wardens putting this, and all other fucb,

wholefome laws and rubricks into execution. That which is

holy would not then be given unto dogs, nor fo many open

And notorious evil-liver's take the facred fymbols of our

LORD'S moft blefled body and blood into their unhallowei}

nands and mouths. The Methodifts wifh your Lordibjps

profperity in this much wifhed-for, though long neglected

part of reformation, in the name of the LORD.

At the fame time, my Lords, I would not fay any thing

that fnight any way encourage diforders ; neither would I per-

fuade the Methodifts to leave their own parifh-churches when

the facrament is adminiftered there. On the contrary, I would

have them take the author's advice, page 6, paragraph £, " It

particular perfons are difpofed to receive weekly, wnert .the fa-

'crament is not .adminifteied at their own parifh-church, to re

pair privately to the church neareft their own, where the fa

crament is adrniniftertd every Lord's-day, having firft fignified

their names to the minifter, as the rubrick directs." This, t

believe, they will -readily comply with. .For I cannot thinlc

'with this author (in the fame paragraph), that the reafon of

their coming in fuch numbers is, that they may have the

" vain pleafure of appearing together in a body, and as a

diftinct feel." We. would rather, according, to the rules of

that charity which hppeth all things for the heft, believe that

they come together in fuch companies to animate and encou

rage one another. Dr. Horneckt I remember, in his account

of the primitive chriftians, remarks, that c' where, you faw.

one chrillian, you might generally fee more." And is it not

delightful, my Lords, to behold a communion table crowded ?

l)o not fuch as complain of it, difcover fomething of the fpirit

•of thofe Pbarifees, Who were angry when fo many people

brought their fick to be healed by our LORD JESUS on the

iabbath-day ? For I cannot think, chat the minifters complain

of
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of this, only on account of their being hereby " put under the

difficulty (paragraph 5, page 6.) either of rejecting great

numbers as unknown to them, or adminifteiing the facrament

to great numbers, of whom they have no knowledge," becaufe

.it is too notorious that hundreds receive the blefled facra

ment, both in Ieindon and other places, where there are no

Jvlethodifts, whom the minifter knows little or nothing at all

about, and takes no pains to enquire after. O that the Au

thor's mentioning this, may be a means of ftirring up the

clergy to approve themfelves good jhepherds, by feeking, as

rhuch as in them lies, to know the ftate of all that come to

the holy communion ! Glad am I, my Lords, to find that

the author, in this edition, hath left out the complaint which

was in the copy I firft read, of fuch crowds coming to receive

the facrament, <' becaufe the minifters who are afternoon-

lccturers, were thereby put under the hardfhip of not having

time for neceflary reft and refreftment, between morning and

evening duties. For might not our LORD fay unto them,

** You flothfol feryants, cannot you labour for me one day in

a week ? Cannot you lofe one meal to feed my lambs, with

out complaining of it as an hardfhip I" Surely none can make

ftich a complaint7 but fuch •' whofe god is their belly, whofe

glory is their fhame, who mind earthly things." But I need

not mention this, becaufe the Author himfelf fcems afhamed

of It.-

And indeed this, as well as the other objections againft the

Methodrfts, are fo trivial, and the adh referred to as difcoun*

tenaneing their field-preaching, fo impertinent, that the Au-

fhof, without the leaft degree of a prophetic fpirit, might

eafily forefee, paragraph 8, page 8, " that this, and every

other fuch (tnttpkint againft the Methodifts, would be cen-

fured not only by them, (but by every impartial perfon) as a,

Jifcouragement to piety and devotion, and particularly a re-

Kgious obfcrvation of the Lord's-day." Nay, my Lords, he

might have forefeen that it would be cenfured as a wicked,

falfe, and ill-defigning libel, For is it not wicked, to reprc-

fent innocent and loyal perfons as open defers of government,

page 4, paragraph 2, and making open inroads upon the national

$<mjlit*t:on, (paragraph 4.) without bringing any real proofs

either ?



C" *3<i ]"

- J am not, my Lords, of the Author's opinion, paragraph 8y

gage 8, " thae this flander (of his being a libeller) is effec

tually confuted, by looking back to the ftate of the feveral

religious focieties in London and Weflmlnfler for many years

paft." This will only feeve to increafe every unprejudiced

perfon's cenfure of this performance, and more effe&ually,

without the leaft degree of flander, prove it a notorious lihel. For

wherein do the Methodift focieties tranfgrefs the laws of church

or ftate, any more than the focieties in London and Weftminfttr ?

f Do the particular members of each fociety (paragraph 8.

page 8.) attend the public duties of the day, together with,

their neighbours, as the laws of church and ftate direct?"

Do not the members of the Methodift focieties the fame ?

" Have the members of the religious focieties in London and

Weftminjler (as the. Author mentions in the fame paragraph)

alfo (by private agreements among themfelves) their evening

meetings, to employ the remainder of the day in ferious con-

yerfatioi}, and in reading good books, &c." Have not the

members of the Methodift focieties liberty to enter into a like

private agreement among themfelves ? " Have the members

of the London focieties behaved with modefty and decency,

without any violation of public order and regularity?" So

have ours, my Lords, as all muft confefs who have been pre-

(ent when our focjeties met.

And therefore, my Lords, if thefe London focieties, as our

Author fays, paragraph 8, page 8. have received no difcou-

ragcment'-, but, on the contrary, have been countenanced and

encouraged by the bifhops and clergy ; why do not the Me-

thodifts meet with the fame treatment ? Are they not as

loyal fubjects ? If the one read a prayer, may not the other

fray extempore ? Does any law of GOD or man forbid it ? If

the one meet in a ve/iry., or private houfe, may not the other

meet in a Foundery or Tabernacle ? Are not your Lordfhips,

therefore, reduced to this dilemma, either to encourage both

pr neither ? or at leaft give the world better reafons than the

Author of this pamphlee has, why your Lordfhips fhould

countenance and encourage the one, and fo ftrenuoufly dif-

pountenance and difcourage the ather.

For my qwn part, my Lords, I know of no reafon why

Jhey arc difcountenanced, except this, " The Methodift fo-,

cietie*



pieties (as they are calkd) are more for the power of" godli-

nefs than thofe other focieties of London and lPtJiminfter" I

aflure your Lordfhips, I have not been altogether a. ftranger

to thefe focieties. I ufed to meet with fome of .them fre

quently, and have more than once preached their quarterly

fermon at Bow-church. Some, who before had only the form

of gudlinefs, our Saviour was fince pleafed to call effc&ually

by his grace. But when they began to talk feelingly and ex

perimentally of the new-birth, free juftification, and the in

dwelling of the Spirit of GOD in believers hearts, they were

foon looked upon as righteous over-much, and accordingly

were caft out by their felf-righteous brethren. Thefe were

the late extravagances, my Lords, into which the Author

(juft at the conclufion of his firft part) fays, that fome have

been unhappily mifled ; and this, my Lords, was the firft rife-

of the focieties which the Methodifts now frequent. O that

he and all who oppofe them, had been mifled into the like

extravagances ! I mean a real experience of the new-birth,

and the righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST imputed and applied

to their fouls by faith, through the operation of the eternal

Spirit ! For without this they cannot enter into the kingdom

of heaven. Thefe things, my Lords, the firft members of

the religious focieties in London and Wejlminjler were no

ftrangers to. Nay, their being mifled into what the Author

calls the Methodifts late extravagancies, was the rife of their

focieties, as well as ours ; and they met for the very fame

ends, and I believe in the very fame fpirit as the Methodifts

now do. For a proof of this, I would refer the Author to

Dr. fVoodwurd's account of the rife and progrefs of the reli

gious focieties in the city of London, &c. My Lords, I have

been reading over this fecond chapter, and in reading it, could

fcarce refrain weeping, when I confidered how blind the au

thor of this pamphlet muft be, not to difcern, that the firft

religious focieties anfwered, as to their fpirit, experience, and

ends of meeting, to the Methodift focieties, as face anfwers

to face in the water. Let him not, therefore, mention the

predeceflbrs of the prefent London focieties (the laft words of

the firft part) as though that would ftrengthen his caufe. In

deed, my Lords, it weakens it much. For, was it poffib.le for

thefe predeceflbrs to rife from the dead, arid examine our

principles



principles and practices, and thofe of the prefent religious fos•

cieties of London and Wcftm'mjler, I believe they would utterly

difown them, and turn Methodifts too.

And why, my Lords, fhould the Author be fo averfe to

feld-preaching f Has not our Saviour given a fanction to this

way of preaching ? Was not the beft fermon that was ever

, preached, delivered on a mount ? Did not our glorious Em

manuel (after he was thrufl out of the fynagogues) preach

from a fhip, in a wildernefs, &c. ? Did not the Apoftles, af

ter his afcenfion, preach infehools, piilrlic markett, and fuch like

places of refort and concourfe f And can we copy after

better examples? If it be faid, " that the world was then

heathen," I anfwer, and am perfuaded your Lordfhips will

agree with me in this, that there are thoufands and ten thou-

fands in his Majcfty's dominions, as ignorant of true and un-

defiled religion, as ever the heathens were ? And are not

perfons who dare venture out, and fhew fuch poor fouls the

way to heaven, real friends both to church and ftate ? And

why then, my Lords, fhould the civil pciver be applied to iri

order to quell and fupprefs them ? Or a pamphlet encou

raged by feveral of the Right Reverend the fiifnsps, which is

manifeftly caleulated for that purpofe ? . I would humbly afk

your Lordfhips, whether it would not be more becoming

your Lordfhips characters, to put your clergy an preaching

•egainft revelling, cock-fighting, and fuch like, than to move

the government againft thofe, who out of love to GOD and

precious fouls, put their lives in their hand, and preach untq

fuch revellers, repentance towards GOD, and faith towards

Our LORD JESUS ? What if the Methodifts, " by public ad-

vertifements do invite the rabble ?" (as our Author is pleafedl

to write, page 4, paragraph 2.) Is not the fame done by

other clergy, and even by your Lordfhips, when you preach

charity fermons ? But, my Lords, what does the Author

mean bythe rabble ? I fuppofc, the common people. If fo,

itefea-e they who always heard the bleffed JESUS gladly. It

was chiefly the poor, my Lords, the o^Mif, the turba, the

mob, the multitude, thefe people, who, the fcribes and pha-

rifees faid, knew not the law, and were accurfed ; thefe were

they that were evangelized, had the gofpel preached unto

them, ^nd received the Spirit of GOD'S dear Son. Not many



[ '39 ]

fnighty, not many noble are called, fays the Apoftle. Indofli

rafiunt calum, dum nos cum doflrina defcendimus in Gehenname

Slays one of the Fathers. And therefore, my Lords, fuppofing

we do advertife' the' rabble, and hone but fuch make up our

iuditories, (which is quite falfe) if this be the Methodifts

fhafne, they may glory in it. For thefe rabble, my Lords,

have precious and immortal fouls, for which the dear Re-

dfcenier fhed his precious blood, as well as the great and rich.

Thete, "my Lords, are the publicans and harlots that enter

into the kingdom of heaven, whilft felf- righteous formal pro-

teflbrs reject it. To fhew fiich poor finners the way to GOD,.

to preach to them the power of CHRIST'S refurrecHon, and to

pTuck them as firebrands out of the burning, the Methodift

preachers go out into the highways and hedges. If this is tq

be vile, by the help of my Gop, 1 fhall be fnore vile ; nei

ther courit I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I may finifh my

courfe witji joy, and be made inftrumental in turning any of

thi's rabble to righteoufnefs. And more efpecially do I think

it my duty to invite, and preach to this rabble in all places,

where providence fhall fend me, at this fgafon ; that I may

warn them againft the dreadful effe&s of popifh principles,

and exhort them to exert their utmoft endeavours to keep out

a j'opifh Pretender from ever fitting upon the Englljh throne.

In acting thus, I humbly apprehend, I can do moft fervice

to the caufe of the blefled JESUs, to his prefent Majefty King

George, to my fellow-fubje&s, and the government under

yhich I live. And however fuch kind of preachers may be

every where fpoken againft now, yet I doubt not but at the

great decifive day, they will be received with an Euge henc,

and fhine as ftars in the firmament for ever and ever : whilft

thofe, who have only " divined for hire, have fed themfelves,

and not the flock, and lorded it over GOD'S heritage," per

haps, may pay dear for their preferment, and rile to everlaft-

ing contempt. Pardon me, my Lords, for expreffing myfelf

bere with fome degree of warmth. I muft own it gives me

concern, to fee fome of the clergy ftrain at a gnat and fwal-

low a camel, and attempt to pull the mote out of our eyes,

before they have pulled the beam out of their own. Is it not

ridiculous, my Lords, even in the eyes of wordly men, and

does it not render the Author of this pamphlet, juftly liable to

contempt,



contempt, to charge the Methodifts with breaking canons

and rubricks, which is really not their faults ; when at the

fiime time he knows, that the generality of the clergy fo

notorioufly break both canons and rubricks, and that too

in the moft important articles, fuch as not CATECHISING,

PLURALITIEs, NON-RESIDENCE, &c. every day themfelves ?

With what face can he do it ? Is not this like Nero's fetting

Rome on fire, and then charging it upon the chriftians ? May

not " phyfician heal thyfelf," be immediately retorted on

him ?

But I have done. I would not bring a railing accufation

againft any. Neither would I, my Lords, when giving a

reafon of the hope that is in me, do it any other way than with

meeknefs and fear. I would therefore now proceed to an-

fwer the other parts of the pamphlet ; but I fhall referve that

for another letter, which, GOD willing, fhall be publifhed

in a fhort time. In the mean while, I humbly recommend

this to the divine bleffing, and to your Lordfhips confidera-

tions, and beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, my Lords,

Your Lordfhips moft obedient fon and fervant,

*

' GEORGE WHITEFIELD.
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ANSWER

T O

The SECOND PART of an ANONYMOUS

PAMPHLET, entitled, " Obfervations upon

" the Conduit and Behaviour of a certain

" Seft, ufually diftinguifhed by the Name of

" METHODISTS:"

I N A

SECOND LETTER

T O

The RIGHT REVEREND the BISHOP of

LONDON, and the other the Right Reverend

the BISHOPS concerned in the Publication

thereof.

My btarfi Jefire and prayer to Go D for Ifrael is, that thiy might be failed.

For I bear them record, that they have a zealfor GOD, hut not accord

ing to knowledge. For they being ignorant of GOD'* rigk'coufnefs, and

going about to eflabli/b their man righteoufnift, baxie notfubmitted them*

felvee unto the r;gtteeufuefi ef Goo. Roin, x. i, i, 3.
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A

SECOND LETTER

TO THE

Right Rev. the Bifhop of LONDON, &c.

On hoard the IPillmingtOTt, Capt. Darling, houndfrom Plymouth

to Pifcataqua in New-England, Auguft 25, 1744.

My Lords,

I Troubled your Lordfhips with a letter Come time ago. I

now proceed, according to my promife, to anfwer the re

mainder of the anonymous pamphlet entitled, Obfervations "upon

the ConduR and Behaviour of a certain Sefl ufually diftinguijiied

by the Name of Methqdijis. The author opens the fecond part

with this preface : " Befides the many Irregularities which

are juftly charged upon thefe itinerant preachers as violations

of the laws of church and ftate ; it may be proper to enquire,

whether the dcflrines they teach, or thofe lengths they run^

beyond what is practifed among our religious focieties, or in

any other chriftian church, be a fervice or diflervice to religi-

gion ? to which purpofe, the following Queries are fubmitted

<o confideration." • It is here taken for granted, that the

Methodifts (termed by our author, either out of contempt,

»r by way of ncriphr lis, thefe itinerant preachers) are juftly

.charged with many Irregularities, which amount to violations

•of ehe laws of church and ftate. But how has the author

proved, what he here rakes for granted ? I humbly apprehend

ji-.t at all. For has it not appeared in my anfwer to the

Jrrft part of his obfervations, that neither the act of tolera

tion, nor that of Charlet lid, any way afFedh the Metho-

di&s, as being loyal fubje&s to his majefty King Geroge, and

and members of the Church of England? How th.en have

they been juftly charged with violations of the laws of th«

ftatc ? And has it not been equally made to appear, that the

, . 2 irregularity
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irregularity the author fays the Methodifts have been guilty

of, in coming to other parifh churches to receive the facra-

ment, is owing to the negligence of your Lordfhip's clerey

and church-wardens ? How then have they been juftly charged

with violations of the laws of the church ? But may we not

fuppofe by his fpeaking fo contemptuoufly of thefe itinerant

preachers, that itinerant preaching itfelf, is one of the many

irregularities and violations of the laws of the church at leafr,

if not of the ftate, which according to this author are juftly

charged upon thefe itinerant preachers ? His eighth query,

page i nh (which for method fake I would here beg leave to

make fome remarks upon) befpeaks as much. For he herein

fubmits it to the confideration of the publick, " Whether,

in a chriftian nation, where the inftruction and edification of

the people is provided for, by placing minifters in certain dl-

jlrifli, to whom the care of the fouls within thofe diftricls

is regularly committed ; it can be for the fervice of religion,

that itinerant preachers run up and down from place to place,

and from county to county, drawing after them confufed mul

titudes of people ? an evil which our church has wifely pro

vided againft, fays our author, in the ordination of a prieft,

by exprcfly limiting the exercife of powers conferred upon him,

of preaching the word of GOD, and adminiftring the holy

facraments, to the congregation where he fhall be lawfully ap

pointed thereunto." Here indeed is a heinous irregularity

charged upon thefe itinerant preachers, even a violation of

the commiffion given them when they were ordained priefts;

but with what juftice, I would refer to your Lordfhips conn-

deration. For if the commiffion given us, when ordained

priefts, abfolutely prohibits us to preach any where but to the

congregation where we fhall be lawfully appointed therunto,

will it not prove too much ? and has not the author, in endea

vouring to reproach us, unwarily reproached your Lordfhips

alfo ? for are not your LorJfhips then equally irregular,

equally violators of the laws of the church, whenever you

preach (though it be never fo feldom) out of your Lord£h!ps

refpe&ive diocefies F And does not this commiffion, thus ftri&ly

taken, abfolutely forbid any prefbyters whatfoever preaching

any where befides in their own particular congregations ?

and if fo, arc not all minifters that exchange pulpits equally

6 irregular,
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lrregular, at leaft as really violators of their ordination commif-

fion, as thefe itinerant preachers ?

Our author in the following paragraph under the foremen-

tSoned query tells us, " That the bifhops- indeed and alfo our

two universities have power to grant lianfes t» preaeb, of a

larger extent, to fuch clergymen as they judge proper; who,

in virtue thereof may, if they chufc, travel from place to

place as itinerants. But then the church has provided in that

cafe (Can. 50), that neither the minifter, church-wardens,

nor any other officers of the church fhall fuffer any man to

preach within the churches and chapels, but fuch as by fhow-

ing their licence to preach, fhall appear unto them to be fuf-

ficiently authorized thereunto.'* What thefe licences for iti

nerant preaching are to which the author here refers, is not

certain. Does he not feem to mean the common licences

which your Lordfhips give the clergy, when they take upon

them holy orders ? Are not thefe the licences which the

church-wardens examine ? And what is the end of thefe li

cences ? Was it ever heard before that they were to qualify

perfons to be itinerant preachers ? Is not the plain end of them,

to fatisfy the church-wardens that the perfons who offer their

fervice have had a regular ordination, and are fufficiently au-

thorifed to preach ? And does not the author know that thefe

licences now are little regarded ? Do not our letters of orders

anfwer the fame end to all intents and purpofe ? Were they

not judged fufficient at our firft fetting out into the miniftry ?

And after all, what is it that the minivers and church-wardens

can do to perfons that have not thefe licences ? Why they are

not to fuffer them to preach within theifr churches and chapels ?

but have they any power, my Lords, to hinder them from,

preaching without their churches or chapels ? No, blefled be

GOD, their power is limited within : hitherto can they go,

and no further. And therefore fuppofing thefe itinerant

preachers, though they have no licenfes, do not preach within

any chu»ches or chapels, unlefs with the minifters or church

wardens confent, how arc they juftly charged with violating a

law of the church, though they fhould preach without doors

to as great multitudes as fhall be inclined to hear them ?

He proceeds in the 3d paragraph under this 8ih query to

write thus : " The practice of licenfing itinerant preachers

VOL. IV. K " was

35
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was occafioned by the low talents of many incumbents in the

more early days of the reformation, whofe abilities carried

them no farther than to the reading of homilies; a defect

which has long been remedied by a liberal education of fuffi-

cient numbers of perfons for the miniftry, who regularly per

form the office of preaching, as well as other duties, in the

parifhes committed to their care. And if the forcmentioned

defect did ftill continue, as GOD be thanked it does not»

it would be ill fupplied by our modern itinerants, who make

it their principal employ, wherever they go, to inftil into

the people a few favourite tenets of their own ; and this, with,

fuch diligence and zeal as if the whole of chriftianity depended

upon them, and all efforts towards the true chriftian life,

without a belief of thofe tenets, were vain and ineffectual."

But, my Lords, what can this author mean by writing thus ?

for fuppofmg the practice of itinerant preaching was primarily

occafiened by the low talents of many incumbents in the more

early days of the reformation, does it therefore follow, that

there can be no other juft caufe.affigned for itinerant preach

ing now ? What if the generality of the prefent incumbents

depart from the good old doctrines that were preached in the

more early days of the reformation, and notwithftanding their

liberal education, make no other ufe of their learning but to

explain away the articles and homilies, which they have fub-

fcribed in the grammatical and literal fenfe ? Is it not necef-

fary, in order to keep up the doctrines, and thereby the real

dignity of the church, that either the clergy thus degenerated,

fhoutd be obliged to read the homilies as formerly, and to

preach confiftently therewith ; or that thofe who do hold the

doctrines of the reformation, fhould go about from place to

place, and from county to county, nay from pole to pole, if

their fphere of action extended fo far, to direct poor fouls that

are every-where ready to perifh for lack of knowledge, into

the right way which leadeth unto life ? That this is the cafe be

tween the eftablifhed clergy and thefe itinerant preachers, will

appear prefently ; and how then can this author charge them,

with making it their principal employ, wherever they go, to

inftil into the people a fewfavourite tenets of their own ? Has

the author, followed them wherever they have preached, that

he afierts this fo confidently concerning them ? Is it not to be
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withed that he had at leaft taken care to have been better ih-

formed ? for then he would have faved himfelf from the guili

of a notorious flander. Is it not evident to all who hear them*

that the favourite tenets which the itinerant preachers make

it their principal employ to inftil into people's minds wherever

they go, are the great doftrinti of the reformation, homilies and

articles of the church ? fuch as " Man's bringing into the

world with him a corruption which renders him liable to

GOD'S wrath and eternal damnation : That the condition of

man after the fall of Adam^ is fuch that he cannot turn and

prepare himfelf, by his own natural ftrength arid good works,

to faith and calling upon GOD : That we are accounted

righteous before GOD, only for the merit of our LORD and

Saviour JESUS CHRIST by faith, and not for our own works

or defervings : That they are to be accurfed, who prefume

to fay, that every man fhall be faved by the law or fect which

he profeJTeth, fo that he be diligent to frame his life accord

ing to that law, and the light of nature." Thefe, my Lords,

are feme of the favourite tenets of thefe itinerant preachers:

Their others are like unto them. Can thefe, my Lords, bet

properly called their own ? Or ought it not to be the princi

pal employ of every true minifler, wherever he goes, to inftil

fuch tenets, and that too with the utmoft diligence arid ieal^

into the people's minds ? Does not a great part of chriftianity

depend on them ? And are not all pretenfions to a true chrif-

tian life, Without a belief of thefe tenets, vain arid ineffectual ?

May not thefe itinerant preachers, therefore complain untd

your Lordfhips of this anonymous author, as Mephihojheth

complained to David of treacherous Ziba ? Doubtlefs he hatH

flandered them. And wherefore does he fpeak fo contemp-

tuoufly of itinerant preachers ? Is it not an amiable and ho

nourable character ? And may I not take the freedom of ac

quainting your Lordfhips, that if all the Right Reverend the

Bifhops did their duty, (efpecially my Lord of London, whofe

diocefs ij of fuch a vaft extent) they would all of them long

fince have commenced itinerant preachers too ?

But to return to an examination of the other part 6f the

author's preface. After he has taken it for granted, that

many irregularities are juftly charged upon tbefe itinerant

preachers, as " Violations of the laws of church and ftate,'*

K 2 hd
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he adds, " It may be proper to enquire, whether the doctrines

they teach, and thofe lengths they run beyond what is prac-

tifed among our religious focieties, or in any other chriftian

church, be a fervice or diflervice to religion." The relioi-

ous focieties or any other chriftian church ! What, does our

author make the religious focieties a church ? This is going

further than the Methodifts, whom he is pleafed to ftile

only a feet. But if the religious focieties, my Lords, be

a church, may it not be proper to enquire how their

doctrines or practices came to be fet up as a rule and ftan-

d.ird for others to go by, fo that perfons doing fervice or

diflervice to religion muft be judged of according as they de

viate from or adhere to the religious focieties either in doc

trine or practice ? Or fuppofing the religious focieties were to

be a ftamlanl for others to go by, was it not incumbent on the

author to give the public a fhort fummary and account of their

doctrines and practices ? For otherwife how can the world

poffibly judge whether the Methodifts do deviate from them ;

or if fo, whether they do thereby fervice or diflervice to reli

gion ? Indeed, this author has told us in his firft part, how the

religious focieties behave on Sundays ; but he has no where

acquainted us with the principles they hold, or how they be

have on other days. And till he does, I will venture to affirm,

that unlefs thefe itinerants teach other doctrines than the pre-

fent religious focieties generally hold, and run greater lengths

in chriftianity than the generality of them, it is to be feared,

now run, they will be in great danger of never arriving at

" the mark for the priae of their high-calling in CHRIST

JESUS their LORD."

I have been the more particular, my Lord, in the exami

nation of the preface, becaufe the author, by annexing thefe

words, " to which purpofe the following queries are fub-

mitted to confideration," feems to lay it down as the ground

work and foundation of all the fubfequent queries. And if

the foundation be fo weak and fandy, how flight and fuper-

ficial muft be the fuperftructure ?

I fuppofe your Lordfhips will readily grant, that it is the

bounden duty of every regular and fair writer (efpecially when

he is charging others with irregularities as violations of the

laws ot church and ftate) to take care that he does not violate

the laws of chriftian charity. Or if he puts queries to the

public
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public concerning any perfons, ought he not to take heed

that thofe queries arc founded upon truth, and that the charges

therein exhibited are really matter of fact ? But our author

has notorioufly neglected this fundamental rule, and thereby

oot only caft a lafting blot and odium upon his own character,

if his name was known, but alfo hath done refl hurt to the

caufe he would defend. The query already examined con

cerning itinerant preaching, wherein he has charged the Me-

thodifts with inftilling into people a few favourite tenets of

their own, fufficiently demonftrates this. But this is not all ;

feveral of the other queries now coming under confideration

are by no means founded on truth, and contain charges againft

thefe itinerants, whereby they are as much wronged and un-

juftly vilified as ever Stephen was, when the Jews fuborned

men who faid, " We have heard him fpeak blafphemous

words again ft Mofes and againft Goo, this holy place and the

law."

To prove this, we need only examine the two queries which,

immediately follow the preface.

£>uery \fl. " Whether notions in religion may not be

heightened to fuch extremes, as to lead fome into a difregard

of religion itfelf through defpair of attaining fuch exalted

heights ? and whether others, who have imbibed thofe notions,

may not be led by them into a difregard and difefteem of the

common duties and offices of life, to fuch a degree at leaft as

is inconfiftent with that attention to them, and that diligence

in them, which providence hfts made neceflary to the well-

being of private families and public focieties, and which

chriftianity does not only require in all Rations and in all

conditions, but declares at the fame time (Col. ifi. 22. Ephef.

5. 6.) that the performance even of the loweft offices in life,

as unto GOD (whofe providence has placed people in their

fevetal ftatiohs) is truly ferving CHRIST, and will not fail of

its reward in the next world."

£>uer$ 2. " Whether the enemy of mankind may not

ind his account in their carrying chriftianity, which was de

igned for a rule to all Nations and all conditions, to fucb

heights as'make it fairly practicable by a very few in compa-.

fifon, or rather by none?"

His fth and 6th queries, page the loth, are like unto them.

They run thus, " Whether thofe exalted ftrains in teligion,

K 3 and



and an imagination of being already in zjlatc ofperfection, are

not apt to lead men to fpiritual pride, and to a contempt of

their fellow- chriftians; while they confider them as only going

pn in what they account the low and imperfeft way, (i. e. as

growing in grace and goodnefs only by degrees) ? And again,

*' whether the fame exalted ftrains and notions do not tend to

weaken the natural and ciyil relatiops among men, by leading

the inferiors, into whofe heads thofe notions are infufed, to

;i difefteem of their fuperiors ; while they confider them as

in a much lower (lifpenfation than themfelves; though thofe

fuperiors are otherwife fobcr and good men, and regular at

tendants on the ordinances of religion r"

Here again it is fuppofrd, that thefe itinerant preachers either

jmagine themfelves to be in a ftate of perfection, or at leaft

teach others to imagine that they are ; and that the confe-

quence of this, is a weakning the natural and civil relations

among men, by leading them to a difefteem of their fellow-

chriftians, and fuperiors, who are fuppofed to be in a lower

difpenfation than themfelves.

Heayy charges, my Lprds, thefe are indeed ! But what evi

dence does our author produce to prove them ? Why really

none at all. for here is no quotation at the bottom of either

of thefe queries from any of thsir writings ; fo that we cannot

tell whether they are levelled againft thefe itinerant preachers

in general, or any one of them in particular. And therefore

the Prebendary of St. Pu«/"s, who has been pleafed to reply

to my firft letter, in vindication of this author, has done

wrong in affirming, " That under each query there is fome

quotation either from my journals or other writings, whereon

it is founded." But there is no fuch thing under thefe four,

wherein fuch heavy charges are included, find therefore may

J not argife, as the author does upon another occafion in his

firft part, page $th, that 'till fomc proof does appear,- the

prefumption muft be that he has none ?

' Jn the mean whjle, I dare challenge this author, and the

whole world, to produce any paflage out of my writings,

wherein I have taught any other chriftianity, than what,

through th,e aids of the Blefled Spirit, is practicable by all per-

fons in all conditions ; or that I ever preached otherwife than

** That the performance even of the loweft offices of life as

7 unt9



unto GOD, whofe providence has placed people in their feveral

ftations, is truly a ferving of CHRIST, and will not fail of its

reward (though not of debt, yet of grace) in the next world."

Neither did 1 ever imagine that I had attained, or was already

perfect, or taught perfons to irhagine that they were fo : no,

I expect to carry a body of fin and death about with me as

long as I live, and confefs from my inmoft foul, that I am

the chief of fmners, and lefs than the leaft of all faints : I am

fo far from thinking that an imagination that we are already

in a ftate of perfection, is only apt to lead men into fpiritual

pride, that I condemn it as the very quinteflence and higheft

degree of it. And the more we are conformed to the divine

image, the more exa& I believe we fhall be in keeping up our

natural and civil relations among men, in giving all honour

to whom honour is due, and in lowlinefs of mind efteeming

each other better than ourfelves. And if fo, my Lords, may

not the author, for thus charging thefe itinerants in general

without diftinction, bejuftlyftiled a liheller? And how will

he undertake to provr, that any one of thefe itinerant preach

ers in particular, carries chriftianity to any greater heighth

than he himfelf does, query I3th, page 16, wherein fpeak-

ingof the Holy Spirit, he has thefe words, " Whofe pecu

liar office it is, to feafon the heart with humility, and to

root out of it the feeds (what is that but the very inbeing?)

of pride and vain-glory."

Is he not very irregular in writing thus at random ; nay,

does he not hereby himfelf openly violate the laws both of

church and ftate ? x

It is true, our author would appear an advocate for both ;

but does not his third query, page gth, plainly prove him a real

friend to neither; efpecially the latter? He there afks, " whe

ther in particular, the carrying the doctrine of juftification by

faith alone to fuch a heighth, as not to allow, that a careful

Cncere obfervance of moral duties is fo much as a condition of

our acceptance with GOD, and of our being juftified in his

fight ; whether this I fay, does not naturally lead people to a

difregard of thofe duties, and a low efteetn of them; o.r rather

to think them no part of the chriftian religion ? " It is plain

from hence, that one of thefe extremes to which thefe itine-

jants exalt chriftianity, and whereby it's queried, whether they

do
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do fervice or diflervicc to religion, " is their carrying the

doctrine of juftification by faith alone to fuch a height, as not

to allow that a careful and fincere obfervance of moral duties

is fo much as a condition of our acceptance with GOD, and

of our being juftified in hi* fight." Our author it feems is for

.another way of falvation, query $th, page loth, viz, " for men's

gradually working out their own falvation, by their own ho-

neft endeavours, and through the ordinary affiftances of GOD'S

grace; with a humble reliance upon the merits of CHRIST for

the pardon of their fin* and the acceptance of their fincere,

though imperfect fervices." This is our common divinity.

This is what my Lord of London in his laft paftoral letter

againft luke-warmnefs and enthufiafm, exhorted his clergy to

preach. But how contrary is all this to the articles and ho

milies of our church ? For what fays the nth article? " We

are accounted righteous before GOD, only for the merit of our

Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST by faith, and not for our

own works or defervings. Wherefore that we are juftified

-"ty faith only is a moft wholfome doctrine, and very full of

comfort, as more largely is exprefied in the homily of juftifi-

cation."

And if both the article and homily of the Church of Eng-

land exprefly declare, that we arejutHfied before (or in the

fight of) GOD, by faith, and faith only, how can " a care-,

ful and fincere obfervance of moral duties be a condition,

my Lords, of our acceptance with GOD, and of our being

juftified in his fight ?" And if the doctrine of being juftified

by faith only be a wholfome doctrine, and very full of com

fort, how can this author in the latter part of this query now.

before us, enquire, " whether preaching this doctrine does

not naturally lead people to a difre^ard of moral duties, and a

low efteem of them ; or rather to think them no part of the

chriftian religion ?" Does he confider, that in writing thus, he

directly fymbolizes with the infidel, Rom. vi. . . who is introdu

ced after the apoftle had been infifting at large on this doctrine

of juftification by faith only, as fpeaking like our author,

" Shall we fin then that grace may abound .'" The apoftle

immediately rejects the motion with a me geniito ; and fo reply

thefc itinerants, my Lords, " GOD forbid." For what fays

the i2tb, article of our Church ? " Albeit that good works,

which
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are the fruits of faith, and fallow after juftification,

cannot put away fins, and endure the feverity of GOD'S judg

ment ; yet are they pleafing and acceptable to GOD in

CHRIST, and do fpring out neceflarily of a true and lively

faith, infomuch that by them a lively faith, may be as evi

dently known, as a tree difcerned by the fruit i" And do we

then by preaching the doctrine of juftification by faith only,

naturally lead people to a difregard of moral duties and a low

efteem of them, much lefs to think them no part of the

fhriftian religion f Do we not rather eftablifh them, by laying

a foundation whereon true moral duties can only be built, fo

as te be acceptable in the fight of GOD ? for what fays our

iyb article ? " Works done before the grace of CHRIST,

and the infpiration of his Spirit, are not pleafant to GOD, for

as much as they fpring not of faith in JESUS CHRIST, nei

ther do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as the fcliool

authors fay) deferve grace of congruity ; yea rather, for that

they are not done as GOD hath willed and commanded them

to be done, we doubt not but they have the nature of fin."

To this query our author annexes the following obferva-

tion. " The words of the pious and judicious Mr. Chilling-

worth are very material to this purpofe : For my parr, fays he,

I do heartily wifh that by public authority it were fo ordered,

that no man fhould ever preach or print this doiSirine, that

faith alone juftifies, unlefs he joins this together with it, that

univerfal obedience is neceflary to faivation." What piety

and judgment Mr. Chillingvoorth might be remarkable for, I

know not ; but if by " univerfal obedience being necefTary to

faivation," he means what our author does (or otherwife this

quotation is nothing to the purpofe) juftification in the fight

of GOD, then Mr. Cbilliug;oerth'a writing after this manner

is a fpecimen neither of his piety or judgment ; becaufe the

quite contrary doctrine is contained in our articles, and efta-

blifhed by public authority. So that to wifh for juftification

bv faith alone to be put down by public authority, what is it

in effect: but to wifti for the utter fubverfion of the grand doc

trine of the reformation ? Perhaps it may not bs impertinent,

or a vain repetition, if I here beg leave to tranfcribe a paflage

(which I lately printed in my anfwer to the Prebendary of

St. Paufs) out of the Honeycomb of Free Jujlificationt written

by
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by One Mr. Eaton, of Trinity College in Cambridge, printed at

London in the year 1642. " Free juftification was firft enjoined

to be diligently taught, for the reformation of the church, by

King Henry VIII. but was by King Edward VI. and Queen

Elizaheth, principally eftablifhed by parliament, and fingled out

from all the reft of the eftablifhed articles of religion ; and

reduced into fermons and homilies, to be (after the people's

fight of their loft eftate, and woeful mifery by fin) principally

taught, and chiefly known and underftood of all the fubjects

and commons of the land, for thefe four caufes.

;ft. " Becaufe it is the only immediate caufe and means of

our peace with GOD. For being juftified by faith we have

peace with GOD, Rom. v. i. and our aflurance of free falva-

tion by JESUS CHRIST, and is therefore called the juftifica

tion of life, Rom. v. 18. " For whom GOD juftifieth, them

he alfo glorifieth," Rum. viii. 30.

3d. " Becaufe it is the chiefeft caufe and means todifcover

and fupprefs the Rtmijb antichrift, popery, &c. and all other

fuperftitions, fects, errors and fchifms out of the land; and to

eftablifh unity, peace and concord in matters of religion, and

of aflurance of free falvation, and makes every man to keep in

alawful vocation, and to do it profitably in love. Gal. v. 13.

4th. " To direct minifters, op9oTo/siV, to go with a right

foot to the truth of the gofpel, Gal. ii. 14. in found preaching,

and pure declaring of the word of GOD, by a true faith of

free juftification, becaufe (faith the eftablifhed do&rine of our

church) fmcere preachers ever were, and ever Hull be but a

few; and their preaching of GOD'S word, moft fmcere in the

beginning, by procefs of time waxeth lefs and lefe pure, and

after is corrupt, and laft of all quite laid down, and left oft";

becaufe free juftification is a doctrine hardly learned in a

church, and foon loft again, Gal. i. 6. and yet is the true

ftrength, happinefs and fafety of the whole land, Jfaiab Ixii.

1—6."

" Hereupon, the 5th part of the fermon againft difobedience

and rebellion, eftablifhed by Queen Elizaheth, teacheth the

commons, that fuch bifhops or ecclefiaftical perfons, as by

pride and ambitious rule, do by terms of error, fchifm, or

herefy, hinder this main light of GOD'S word from the people,

are
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?re the chitfeft traytors in the land : and the 6th and laft part

largely teacheth, that fuch fubjects and commons to whom,

through ignorance of GOD'S word, this light of rightcoufnefs,

and this fun of underftanding doth not fhine, although they

may brag, as did fometimes the Jewijh clergy and people,

that they cannot lack knowledge, yet are fuch by their blind

dead faith, traytors to GOD, traytors to their king, traytors

to their own fouls and bodies, and traytors to the whole

land and country."

Thus far Mr. Eaton. And whether he or Mr. Chilling-

worth wrote with moft piety and judgment on this head, I

leave to the author's confideration. And at the fame time ap

peal to your Lordfhips, whether the Methodifts, by preaching

up the doctrine of' juftification by faith alow, carry chriftianity

to an extreme ? or, whether or not this author, by making

moral duties a condition of our acceptance with GOD, and of

pur being juftified in his fight, is not himfelf guilty of an irre

gularity which amounts to a violation of the laws both of

church and ftate?

May not this alfo, my Lords, ferve as an anfwer to our

author's loth query, page lath. " Whether it be for the fer-

vice of religion, to difcourage people from reading Archbifhop

Tilletfen's Sermons and the Whale Duty of Man ? to whom

our Methodifts might have added many more of our beft

writers after the refteration. For, all thefe (together with

explaining the whole work of our redemption by CHRIST)

endeavoured to turn the minds of people to the practice of

moral duties, and to cure them of that madnefs and enthufi-

afm into which they had been led by the Antinomian doc

trines, and others of the like tendency, during the times of

anarchy and confufion ?" Undoubtedly ; for are they not both

wrong in their foundation ? The latter indeed lays no founda

tion .by juftifying faith at all, and therefore may be more

properly termed Half the Duty of Man; and the former, like

qurauthor, contrary to the laws of church and flate, makes

good works a condition of our acceptance with GOD, and of

pur being juftified in his fight. And though I might have

fpared my horrowed comparifon of putting the Archbifhop on

a Jcvel with Mahomet, (for which I afk the public pardon,

thoogU
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though perhaps even this confeffion may be turned to my re

proach) yet I can by no means agree with our author in thi*

fame query, page iyh, that cither his Grace, or the author of

the Wbule Duty of Man, explained the whole work of our re

demption by CHRIST. For ho can that be poffibly done,

without explaining the doctrine of juftification by faith alone?

And therefore, whatever good the Aichbifhop, and many

other of our beft writers after the Reftoration (as this au

thor ftiles them) might defign by endeavouring " to turn the

minds of people to the practice of moral duties, and to cure

them of that madnefs and enthufiafm into which they had

been led by the Antinomian do&rines, and others of the like

tendency, during the times of anarchy and confufion," may I

not appeal to your Lordfhips, whether that of the Poet be not

too applicable to his Grace, to the Author of the Wbole Duty

of Man, and to writers of that ftamp :

Incitfit iujyllam, qui vuli •vitare Cbaribdin ?

For, is there no way, my Lords, of turning people's minds

to' the practice of moral duties, without turning their minds

from the doctrine of juftification by faith alone, without

•which, moral duties cannot be acceptable to GOD at all ?

What is this, my Lords, but, Pharaoh like, to command

GOD'S Jfrael to make brick without giving them ftraw ? And

fuppofing it be true, that the people before the reftoration had

been led into madnefs and enthufiafm, by Antinomian doc

trines, was there no other way, my Lords, of curing them of

this madnefs, but by preaching down the rroft fundamental

article of the church of England, and fo by preaching up the

doctrine of juftification in the fight of GOD, partly by works,

and partly by faith, bring them half way to the church of

Rome ? Do not thefe itinerants, my Lords, by laying down

faith as the foundation, and building the fuperftructure of

univerfal obedience as the fruit of it thereon, keep a proper

medium, and take the moft effectual method of prefervmg

people from Antinomianifm on the one hand, or madnefs and

enthufiafm, anarchy and confufion on the other ? And is not

this, my Lords, the conftant tenor of their fermons ? Do

they not firft labour to bring people to a real faith in CHRIST

as the LORD their righteoufnefs, and then exhort thofe that

believe,
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believe, to be careful to maintain and fhew forth their faith,

by a conftant uniform performance of all manner of good

works ?

How difengenuous then is this Author's gth query, page 12.

" Whether it does not favour of felf-fufficiency and prefump-

tion, when a few young heads, without any colour of a divine

commiffion, fet up their own fchemes, as the great ftandard

of chriftianity : and, how can it be reconciled to chriftian

humility, prudence, or charity, to indulge their own notions

to fuch a degree, as to perplex, unhinge, terrify, and diftract

tke minds of multitudes of people, who have lived from their

infancy under a gofpel miniftry, and in the regular exercife of

a gofpel worfhip ; and all this, by perfuading them, that they

have never yet heard the true gofpel, nor been inftru&ed in.

the true way of falvation before : and that they neither are,

nor can be true chriftians, but by adhering to their dvftrinit

and difcipline, and embracing chriftianity upon their fchemes f

All the while, for the fake of thofe fchemes, and in purfuance

of them, violating the wholefomc rules, which the powers

Spiritual and temporal have wifely and pioufly dlablifhed, for

the prefervation of peace and order in the church."

Here he charges thefe itinerants (though without proof, as

he had done in the preceding one) with "fitting up their nun

fchemes, as the great jlandard of chriflianity," and with telling

people that they neither are, nor can be true chriftians, but

by adhering to their doctrines and difcipline, and embracing

chriftianity upon their fchemes." Is not this calumny all

over? For where has this author made it appear, that the

Methodifts preach contrary to the articles of the eftablifhed

church ? Or how does he or can he prove, that they affirm,

" People neither are, nor can be true chriftians, without ad

hering to their difcipline ? " Where are any quotations to

this purpofe in his obfervations ? Is not this, my Lords, all

gratis diflum? And therefore, to ufafome of his own words,

" Does it uot favour of felf-fufficiency and prefumption, and

Can it be reconciled to chriftian humility, prudence, or cha

rity," to indulge his prejudice againft any perfons living to

fuch a degree, as to lay things to their charge which they

never thought of or faid ? For do not thefe itinerants freely

converfe with perfons of all communions ? Have I not in

.particular
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particular communicated with the church of Scotlahdj and

preached among the churches in New-England? Do not the

generality of the clergy cry out againft me as a latitudinarian,

and look upon me for fo doing, as the bigotted "Jews did on

Peter, for going unto the uncircumcifed Gentiles ; though I

fay as he did, " Can any man forbid me to converfe with

and communicate with thofe who have received the Holy

Ghoft as well «s we ?" Are not thefe notorious matters At'

fadt ? And how then can this author infinuate, that thefe

itinerants tell people, that they neither are, nor can be chrif-

tians without adhering to their difcipline ?

But further, how fcornfully does he fpeak of thefe itine

rants ? He ftiles them afew young heads. And how unwarily

has he thereby fhewed his ignorance of the lively oracles of

GOD ? For has he never read what David faith, Pfal. viii. 2.

" Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings haft thou or

dained ftrength, becaufe of thine enemies, that thou mightcft

ftill the enemy and avenger ?" Or that of the Apoftle,

I Cor. i. 27, 28. " But GOD hath chofen the foolifh things

of this world to confound the wife; and GOD hath chofen

the weak things of this world to confound the things which

are mighty; and bafe things of the world, and things which

are defpifed, hath GOD chofen, yea and things that are not,

to bring to nought things which are ?" How prefumptuoufly

does he alfo tax thefe few young heads in this fame query,

with adling " without any colour of a divine commi•jion?" For

have not feveral of thefe young heads received a commiffion

from your Lordfhips F And does not the fuccefs they have

met with, as alfo their being flengthened to ftem and fur-

mount fuch a torrent of oppofition, afford fomc colour at leaft,

that they have adled by a divine commiflion indeed ? For

how could a few young heads, my Lords, or any men what-

foever, do fuch things, unlefs GOD was with them ?

But our Author, it feems, looks upon what they call fuc

cefs, in a different light, and therefore, in this qth Query, fur-"

ther afks, " How it can be reconciled to chriftian humility,

prudence, or charity, to indulge their own notions to fuch a

degree, as to perplex, unhinge, terrify, and diftract the minds

of multitudes of people, who have lived from their infancy

under a gbfpel miniftry, and in the regular exerctfe of a gof
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pel worfhip ; and all this, by perfuading them, that they have,

never yet heard the true gofpel, nor been inftru&ed in the

true way of falvation before." To prove this particular part

of the Query, he refers to paflages which my Lord of London

was plealed to extract out of my third Journal fome years ago,

fuch as, " I offered JESUS CHRIST freely to them ;—I think

Walti is excellently well prepared for the gofpel of CHRIST ;

—Received news of the wonderful progrefs of the gofpel in

Tort/hire, under the miniftry of my dear brother Ingham ;—I

was refrefhed by a great packet of letters, giving me an ac

count of the fuccefs of the gofpel ;—A moft comfortable pac

ket of letters, giving me an account of the fuccefs of the gof

pel." But how do all thefe paflages, my Lords, put all together,

afford the leaft fhadow of a proof of what this Author here

lays t» thefe itinerants charge ? Or how can offering CHRIST

freely, and hearing and writing of the fuccefs of the gofpel,

be interpreted as perplexing, unhinging, terrifying, and di

ffracting the minds of multitudes of people, &c. ? Is not

this, my Lords, like the other proofs he brings againft

thefe itinerants in fome other refpedb ? And may I not ven

ture to affirm now, whatever I did fome years ago, that if the

Right Reverend the Bifhops, and Reverend the Clergy, hoW

the fame principles with this anonymous Author, then the

generality of the poor people of England, however regular

they may have been from their infancy in the exercife of a

gofpel worfhip, never yet lived under a gofpel miniftry, have

never yet heard the true gofpel, or been inftructed in the true

way of falvation. For how can that be, when the fundamental

dotirine of the gofpel, I mean juftification byfaith alone in

the fight of GOD, muft be neceflarily every where preached

down ? Does not Luther call this, Ai ticulusjiantis out cadentli

tccltfiie? And is there any thing, my Lords, fo very irrecon

cilable to chriftian humility, prudence, or charity, for a few

young heads, who do hold this do&rine, (feeing thofe who

feem pillars, and are the aged heads of the church, are fo much

out of order) to venture out and preach this doctrine to as

great multitudes of people as will give them the hearing?

And fuppofing fome of thefe multitudes fhould be unhinged,

terrified, diftracted, or difturbed a little, is it not better they

fhould be thus unhinged from off their falfc foundation here,

than
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than by building upon their own works, and going about to

eftablifh a righteoufnefs of their own, endanger their eternal

iuK'.Kion hereafter ?

The diffracting people's minds to fuch a degree as to occa-

fion fudden roarings, agonies, fcreamingf, tremblings, drop-

ping-down, ravings, and fuch' like, is by no means the great

end propofed by thefe itinerants preaching, much lefs was it

ever urged by them as an ejfential mark of the co-operation of

the Spirit of GOD. And therefore, my Lords, is not our Au

thor very unfair in ftating his t,tb Shtery, page 10, as be has

done : " Whether a due and regular attendance on the pub

lic offices of religion, paid by good men in a ferious and com-

pofed way, does not better anfwer the true ends of devotion,

and is not a better evidence of the co-operation of the Holy-

Spirit, than thofe fudden agonies, roarings and fcreamings,

tremblings, droppings-down, ravings and madnefies, into

•which their hearers have been caft ; according to tljc relations

given of them in the Journals referred to ? " Would not one

imagine by this Query, that thefe itinerants laid down fuch

things as fcreamings, trembling?, &c. as effential marks of

the co-operations of the Holy Spirit ? But can any fuch

thing be proved ? Are they not looked upon by thefe itine

rants themfelves, as extraordinary things, proceeding generally

from foul-diftrefs, and fometimes it may be from the agency

of the evil fpirit, who labours to drive poor fouls intodefpair?

Does not this appear from the relation given of them in one

of the Journals referred to ? Are there not many relations of

the co-operation of the Spirit in the fame Journal, where no

fuch Bodily effects are fo much as hinted at ? And does not

this give ground to fufpect, that " the due and regular at

tendance on the public offices of religion, paid by (what our"

Author calls) good men, in a ferious and compofed way," is'

little better than a dead formal attendance on outward ordi

nances, which a man may continue in all his life-time, and

be all the while far from the kingdom of GOD ? Did

ever any one before hear this urged as an evidence' of the

co-operation of the Spirit ? Or would any one think, that

the Author of the obfervations ever read the relations that are

given of the converfion of feveral in the holy fcriptures ? For

may we not fuppofc, my Lords, that many were caft into

3 fudde*
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fudden agonies arid fcreamings, foJi ii. 37. when '' they

were pricked to the heart, and faid unto Peter and the reft of

the apoftles, Men and brethren, what fhall we do to be faved ? "

Or what would this Author think of the converfion of the

Jailor, Aftf x. 29, 30. " who fprang in, and came trembling

and fell down before Paul and Silas; and brought them out,

and faid, Sirs, what muft I do to be faved ?" Or what would

he think of Paul^ who trembling and ajlonifhed, /ftfs'ix. 6. faid,

" LORD, what wilt thou have me to do ?" and was afterwards,

ver. 9, " three days without fight, and neither did eat nor

drink ?" Is it not to be feared, that if this Author had beeri

feated upon the bench, and heard this Apoftle give an account

of his own converfion, he would have joined with Feftus irt

cryihg out with a loud voice, " Paul, much learning hath

made thee mad i" And are not all thefe things, and what

ever elfe is recorded in the book of GOD, written for our

learning ? Is not GOD the fame yefterday, to-day, for ever ?

And may he not now, as well as formerly, reveal his arm and

difplay his power in bringing finners home to himfelf zs fuddenli

and inftantantoufly as in the firft planting of the gofpel church ?

But it feems, by £>uery 7, page 10, that our Author doubts

whether there be any fuch thing as a fudden and injlantaneous

change. For he there enquires, " Whether a gradual im

provement in grace and goodnefs, is not a better foundation

of comfort, and of an aflurance of a gofpel new birth, than

that which is founded on the doe -t "me of a fudden and inftan-

taneous change ; which, if there he any fuch thing, is not eafily

diftinguifaed from fancy and imagination ; the workings

whereof we may well fuppofe to be more ftrong and powerful,

while the perfon confiders himfelf in the ftate of one who 13

admitted as a candidate for fuch a change, and is taught in

due time to expect it ? " Here it is to be obferved, that after

telling of a fudden and inftantaneous change, he adds, " if

there be any fuch thing." What, my Lords, does this Au

thor profefs himfelf an advocate for the church of England*

and yet fay, " If there be any fuch thing as a fudden inftan-

taneous change ? '* Does he not hereby lay an ax to the very

root of the baptifmal office ? For if the child be actually re

generated by the Holy Ghoft, when the minifter fprinklee

water upon him in the name of the blefled Trinity, does it

VOL. IV. L not
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not follow, that if any change at all be wrought in the chiM

at that time, it muft be fudden and inftantaneous ? And does

he then fay, " If there be any fuch thing ? " And do your

Lordfhips aftent thereto ? With what reafon then are thefe

itinerants upbraided for talking of a fudden, inftantancouf

change, upon which the very effence of baptifmal regeneration,

that DIA'NA of the prefent ckrgy, entirely depends ?

Befides, with what confidence or rules of fair reafoning can

he here enquire, " Whether a gradual improvement in grace

and goodncts, is not a better foundation of comfort, and of an

afTurance of a gofpel new-birth, than that which is founded

on the doctrine of a fudden and inftantaneous change; which,

if there be any fuch thing, is not eafily diflinguifhed from

fancy and imagination ; the working whereof we may well

fuppofe to be more ftrong and powerful, while the perfon

conftders himfelf in the ftatc of one who is admitted as a can

didate for fuch a change, and is taught in due time to expect

it ?" .

However unintelligible the latter part of this Query may be,

does not the former part of it feem to imply, that thefe itinei-

rants found the afiuranceof the gofpel new-birth on this fud

den and inftantaneous change wrought on their hearers under

their fermons, exclufive of a gradual improvement in grace and

goodnefs afterwards ! But is not this mere flander ? For

however they may humbly hope, that Sinners, when deeply

imprefled, may be fuddenly and effectually wrought upon,

yet how can it be proved that they reckon them real converts,

till they fee them bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, in doing

juftly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with their GOD ?

Or if this was not the cafe, does not the author himfelf, if he

holds baptifmal regeneration, found his comfort on the doc

trine of a fudden and inftantaneous change ? And do not the

grcateft part of the poor fouls now in England, go on fecure

that they fhall be eternally happy, and yet have no better

foundation of comfort, and affiiiance of a gofpel new-birth,

.than that which is founded on the doctrine of a fudden and

inftantantous change wrought up«n them in baptiim ?

ls not our Author, my Lords, alfo in this Query, guilty of

another egregious miflake ! For the foundation cf comfort

\\itich thofe itinerants lay and dejiend on is, the conipleat and

all
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ull-fufficient righteoufnefs of jESU3,«-and the new bicth or change

wrought in the heart, is by them looked upon only as an evi

dent* that the perlb.ns thus changed, have indeed gotten a

foundation on this rock ot ages, and confequenrly a fure and

certain hope of a refurrechon to eternal life. And is hot all

this, my Lords, eafily diftinguifhed from fancy and imagina

tion ? And does not our Author lead people to a wrong

foundation for comfort, by directing them to look for it from

" a gradual improvement in grace and goodnefsr"' For;

what fays the A^oftle, i Cor. iij. ii. " Other foundation

can no man lay trun that is laid,- which is CHRIST JESUS,"—.

" who (as he fpeaks in the firft chapter of the fame epiflle,

ver. 30.) is made unto us of GOD, wildom, righteoufnefsj

fandYification and redemption ?" . _ ( . ..

This foundation, as well as this fudden and inftantarvecuS

change, whether wrought in or after baptifm, our Author, it

is to be feared, is too great a ftranger to : at leaft, he gives

too great evidence, that he has made but little improvement

in grace and goodnefs ; for he alks in his 1 ith Query, page 1 3,

*' Whether, the frame of human nature fairly confidered,

the Author of the Iffbale Duty of Man, did not do better fervice

to religion, in laying down rules to keep recreations of all

kinds within the bounds of innocence, than they who now

cenfure him, and abfolutely deny that recreations of any kind,

confidered as fuch, are or can be innocent ? "

What rules the Author of the lVhtle Duty of Man may

have laid down to keep recreations of all kinds within the

bounds of innocence* it may be needlefs here to enquire. la

it not fufficient, my Lords, to mention, that the holy fcrip-

tures (wherein the whole duty of man, and that too in refpedt

both to faith and practice, is fully and really taught) lay down

one golden univerfal rule for recreations and every thing elfe,

that !' Whether we eat or drink, or whatfoever we do, we

muft do all to the glory of GOD \" Whatever recreations

people take to the glory of GOD, thefe itinerants, my Lords,

think are quite allowable : but if they are made ufe of meerty

for felf-pleafing, and not to GOD'S glory, nor to fit as for his

fervice, they uo affirm, that all fuch recreations neither are nor

can be innocent. And if the A;mhor of the Wholo Duly of'Man,

or any other Author whatfoever, hath fet any othet bounds, or

I 2 fixed
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fixed any other rule, however fairly he may have confidered

the frame of 'human nature, is it not evident, that he has not

fairly conftdered the frame and nature of true chriftianity ?

For dees not that, my Lords, turn our whole lives into one

continued facrifice to GOD ? And if we fairly confider the

frame of human nature, how weak and frail it is, and hot*

eafily diverted from purfuing our one great end, are not thofe

the greateft friends to religion, who caution people againft

leading thtmfelves into temptations, or making ufe of any re

creation that may put them out of a fpiritual frame, and unfit

them for the fervice of GOD ? Is this going any further than

the Apoftle did, who fo ftrictly cautions chriftians " not to

•grieve the Spirit of GOD, whereby they are fcaled to the day

«f redemption ?"

Our Author, under this head, has referred to a paflage out

of one of my Journals, wherein I gave an account of my

being in fome polite company at Maryland, who were difpofed

to cards ; and alfo a paflage out of my letter from Ntw-Brunf-

Vuick, occafioned, if I miftake not, by meeting a man who

thought it allowable to play at cards in the Cbrijimas holidays,

from the liberty given him by the Author of the Whele Duty

'ef Man. And will our Author allow playing at cards to be

a lawful recreation for a chriftian ? Is this one of the recrea

tions of all kinds which may be kept within the bounds of in

nocence ? Is it not a kind of cafting lots ? Has it not the

appearance of evil ? Will he not hear the church ? And what

:fays the 75th canon ? " No ecclefiaftical perfun fhall at any

'time, other than for their honeft neceffities, refort to any ta,-

"Verns of"alehoufes, neither fhall they beard or lodge in any

•fuch places. Furthermore, they fhall not give themfelves to

any bafe or fervile labour, or to drinking or riot, (pending their

time idly by day or by night, playing at dice, cards, or tatles, or

"any other unlcnvfulgame : but at all times convenient, they fhall

bear or read fomewhat of the holy fcriptures, or fhall occupy

themfelves with fome other honeft ftudy or exercife, always

doing the things which fhall appertain to honefty, and endea

vouring to profit the church of GOD, having always in mind

that they ought to excel all others in purity of life, and lhould

be examples to the people to live well and chriftianly, under

pain of ecclefiaftical cenfures to be infli&ed with fcverity, ac

cording
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cording to the qualities of their offences." An excellent

canon this ! And may I not argue from it thus ? Either

this canon is founded upon the word of GOD, or it is not :

if it be not, why is it not abrogated ? if it be, why is it not

put in practice ? Why do the clergy encourage frequenting

of taverns, alehoufes, and gaming by their own example ?

Are not fuch practices in this canon fuppofed to be quice con

trary to the purity of life and excellency of example which

may be juftly required from them? And if fuch things are

unfeemly in a clergyman, are they not in a degree equally un-

feernly in laymen, whofe privilege as well as duty it is, to be

" holy in all manner of converfation and godlinefs," and who

are univerfally commanded " to fhine as lights in the world

amidfl a crooked and perverfe generation ? "

My Lords, might it not reafonably have been hoped, that

your Lord (hips were too well acquainted with real and inward

religion, to think that a foul born of GOD, and made psrtaker

of a divine nature, can floop fo low, and act fq unlike itfelf,

as to feek for recreation in gaming ? Does not the glorious

and plenteous redemption, that great, inexpreffibly great and

prefent falvation, which the great High-prieft and Apoftle of

our profeffion has purchafed for us by fhedding his dear heart'*

blood, and whereby we are redeemed from this prefent evil

world, fet us above fuch triffing things as thefe, fuppofing

they were not direiStly finful f Are not chriftians " kings

and priciis unto Goo ? " And is it not as much beneath the

dignity of their heaven-born fpirits, to ftoop to fo low an

ainufement as gaming of any kind, as ever it was beneath the

dignity of the Raman Emperor to fpend his time in the amufe-

ment of catching ffies .' Does not our Author, therefore, mp

Lords, by writing thus, ftrike at the very vitals of religion,

and prove too plainly that he is a ftranger to the power of the

dear Redeemer's refurrection ? Need we, therefore, wonder at

his I2tb £>uery, page 12, wherein he enquires, *' Whether the

ftrong expreffions which are found in their printed Journals,

of extraordinary prefences of GOD, directing and affifting them

in a more immediate manner, do not need fome teftimonies of

a divine mimon, to clear them from the charge of enthufiafm ? "

Under this query our Author has alfo mentioned feveral paf-

fages of my Journals, extracted by my Loi J of London, in

L 3 hi*
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Ms la/l paftcrol letter againft lukewarmnefs and enthufiafm,

and has alfo been at great pains to extract many more out qf

my four laft Journals, which have been printed fince, arid

which, according to our Author, are more full of enthufiafm,

jf poffihle, than the three firft ? But does not this Author

forget, that \ anfwered h,is Lordmip's letter, and proved, that

his Lordfhip was mifb.hen in his definition of enthufiafm ;

and that, according to his definition, I was no entbufiaft? Did

I not alfo prove, that the proportions on which his Lordfhip's

quotations were founded were falfe ? Has his Lordfhip, of

any one for him, been "pleafed to make any reply to that an

fwer ? Not as I have heard of. And therefore, was it not

incumbent upon this Author, my Lords, to have difproved or

invalidated my anfwer to his Lordfhip's letter, before he could

honourably mention the pafTages referred to therein, to prove

me an enthufiaft ? But paffing by ttys, with (he other many

irregularities which are juftly charged upon this anonymous Au-

tber, if he affcs " whether the ftrong expreffions which are

found in their printed Journals (I fuppofe he would have faid

fris printed Journals, for I find under this Query no Journals

referred to but mine) of extraordinary prefences of GOD di

recting and affifting them in a more immediate manner, do

not need fomc teftimonies of a divine miflion, to clear them from

the charge of enthufiafm ?" I would afk this Author again,

II What teftimonies he would have ? '' Can he bring any

proof againft the matters of fa& recorded in thefe Journals ?

Or will he venture to affirm, that I did not feel the divine

prefence in an extraordinary manner, that is, more at one

fime than another ? Or that I have not been directed in a .

more immediate manner, at certain times, when waiting upon

poo? Were not fuch-like queries put by the heathens-to

the primitive chriftians ? And was not their anfwer, Monftrart

nrqueo, fentio tantum ? I would further afk, what this Author

means by a divine miflion ? Did not my Lord of Glouttfter

(for I muft again repeat it) give me an apoftolical one, when

he faid, " Receive thou the Holy Ghoft by the impofition of

pur hands ?" And can it be enthufiafm, or is there any thing

extraordinary in faying, that I felt more of the influences of

fhis Holy Ghoft, and was affifted in a msre immedtate manner

in my adoiiniftratjons at one time, than another ?. Or is it

not
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not more extraordinary (only indeed that it has been a good

while too too common) that the Right Reverend the Bifhops

llioulil take upon them to confer the Holy Ghoft, and the

Reverend the Clergy profefs they are inwardly moved by it,

and yet charge every expreffion they meet with, wherein his

blefled influences are fpoken of as felt and experienced, with

being downright enthufiafm ? But what fhall we fay ? " The

natural man difcerneth not the things of the Spirit : they are

foolifhnefs unto him, neither can he underftand them : becaufe

they are fpiritually difcerned." What if fotne of the expref-

iions, my Lords, in the Journals are ftrong ? Does that

prove them enthufiaftical ? Or what if feeling the prefence

of GOD, and being directed in a more immediate manner, be

fomething extraordinary to our Author, does it therefore fol

low that it is fo to others ? Or is this Author like minded

with the Right Reverend the Bifhop and the Reverend the

Clergy of the diocefe of Litchjield and Coventry, who reckon

the indwelling, and inward witneffing of, as alfo praying and

preaching by the Spirit, among the iarifmata, the miraculous

gifts conferred on the primitive church, and which have long

fince ceafed ? If fo, no wonder that the expreffions referred

to are ftrong and extraordinary to him. But, my Lords, may

I not beg leave to tell this Author, that thefe itinerant

preachers hsve not fo learnt CHRIST ? No, they believe that

JESUS is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever : and that

he is faithful, who hath faid to his Apoftles, and in them to

all fucceeding truly chriftian minifters, " Lo, I am with you

always, even to the end of the world." Confequently they be-

lieVe the Comforter will abide with them for ever, witneffing

with their fpirits that they are children of GOD ; leading

them by a diligent fearch of the holy fcriptures into all truth ;

guiding them together with the word, the voice of friends and

Providence, in all circumftances by his counfel ; giving them

utterance when called to fpeak to the people from GOD, and

helping their infirmities, and aflffting them in prayer when

called to fpeak to GOD for the people. Inwardly moved by

this Spirit, and not by any hopes of human grandeur or pre

ferment, thefe itinerants, my Lords, firft took on them the

adminiftration of the church ; and his blefled influences they

have from time to time happily experienced, as thoufands

L 4
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whofe eyes have been opened to difcern fpiritual things, can

teftify. And being without caufc denied the ufe of their bre-

threns pulpits, and having obtained help from GOD, they con

tinue to this day, witneffing both to fmall and grf at the grand

doctrines of the Reformation, jtijllficatlen by faith alone in the

imputed righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST, and the neceffity of

the indwelling of the Spirit in order to be made meet to be par

takers of the heavenly inheritance^ among all them that are

fanctified. In doing thus they know of no '? wholefome rules,

wifely and pioufly eftablifhed by the powers fp:ritual and tem

poral," Query gtb, page 12- wh,ich they have violated: of

Ihould they be commanded by the whole bench of Bifhops to

fpeak no more of this doctrine,— they have an anfwer ready,

" We cannot but fpeak the things that we know." We take

this to be an ungodly admonition ; and therefore, whether it

be right in the fight of GOD, to obey man rather than GOD,

judge ye." And though for fo doing, they fhould be mobbed,

as they frequently have been, and though GOD be not the

author of confufion or tumult, as our Author would have it,

page 12, yet they know of one who was mobbed himfelf upon

a like account, and commanded Timothy to approve himfelf a

minifkr of GOD in tumults. Being fenfible of the indolence

and unorthodoxy of the generality of the clergy, they think

they are fufficiently warranted by the example of the Prophets

of the Old, and of JESUS CHRIST and his Apoflles in the

New-Teftament, {whatfoever our Author may fay, Query $tlt

page ii.) to bear a faithful teftimony againft them. And,

being called by the Providence of GOD abroad, after their

unworthy labours had been blefled at home, they have judged

it meet, right, and their bounden duty, from time to time, to

publifh accounts of what GOD had done for their own and

other people's fouls : which, though defpifed by fome, and

efteemed enthufiaftical by others, have been owned to the jn-

ftru&ion and edification of thoufands. But whether this may

be properly called " open and public boafting, unbecoming

the modefly and felf-denial of a minifter of the gofpel, efpe-

cially one who would be thought to carry on his miniftry un

der the immediate guidance of the blefled Spirit," (as our Au

thor intimates in his laft Query of this ad Part) ; or whether

they were written with a fingle eye to the Redeemer's glory,

they
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they are willing to leave to the determination of that GOD, to

whom all hearts are open, all defires are known, and from

whom no fecrets are hid. 1 could here enlarge ; but having

your Lordftiips too long already, I am,

Yoi^r Lordfcips moft obedient fon and fervant,

GEORGE WHITEFIELP.

ROME





SOME

REMARKS

Upon a late

CHARGE againd ENTHUSIASM,
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Delivered by

The Right Reverend Father in GOD, RICHARD, Lord

Biihop of Litcbfield and Coventry, to the Reverend

the CLERGY in the feveral parts of the Diocefs of

Litchfield and Coventry, in a Triennial Vijttation of

the fame in 1741 ; and publifhed at their requeft in

the prefent Year 17.44.

Jn a LETTER to the Rev. the CLERGY

of that Diocefs.

Match, xi. 25, 26. At that time Jtfus anfwered andfaid, I thank

tb(tt O Fiitbtr, Lord of Heaven and Earth, hecaufe that tkou

baft hid theft things from the wife and prudent, and hajl revealed

them unta bahes. Evenfa, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy
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T O
•

The Reverend the CLERGY

Of the Diocefs of

LITCHFIELD and COVENTRY.

Oa Board the Wilmington, Captain Darling,

Sept. 20, 1744.
•

Reverend Brethren,

AS you profefs to know the fcriptures, I need not inform

you, that the cha rafter of young Elihu fbines in the 321!

chapter of the book of Job with a fuperior luftre, above that

of his other three friends who came to converfe with him.

The humility and modefty wherewith he firft addrefles him-

felf to them is peculiarly amiable. " I am young, fays he,

and ye are very old, wherefore I was afraid, and durft not

fhew you my opinion. I faid, Days fhould fpeak, and mul

titude of years fhould teach wifdom." But knowing by ex

perience, that " great men are not always wife, neither do

the aged underftand judgment, he faid, Hearken unto me,

and I alfo will fhew my opinion." And that they might

not cenfure him for rafhnefs in fpeaking, he allures them,

verfes 1 1, and 12. that he had well weighed the matter bc-

. fore he broke filence. " Behold, I waited for your words ;

I gave ear to your reafons, whilft you fearched out what to

lay. Yea, I attended unto you ; and behold there was none

of you that convinced Jeli, or that anfwered his words." And

that they might not be offended at his plain fpeaking, or ex

pect that he would be over-awed from delivering his foul,

by their fuperiority in age, learning, or circumftances of life,

in
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itl the two laft verfes of the chapter, he boldly, but hor.eftfj*

tells them what they were to expect from him. " Let me

not, I pray you, accept any man's perfon, neither let me

give flattering titles unto man, for I know not to give flat

tering titles : In fo doing my Maker would foon take me

away." And it is very remarkable, that though we are told

this young man's wrath was kindled againft Jab and his three

friends, verfes 2 and 3. and though (as it appears from the

enfuing chapters) he fpoke very clofe and cutting things,

yet at the end of the book, we £nd;no blame laid on him

by the great heart-fearching GOD ; whereas the other three

are feverely reproved, and commanded to apply to Jeb for

theienefitof his prayers .. . I . . j ::..«.

Animated by, and willing to copy after fo bright aft ex- "

ample, I now lit down to write you this letter ; in which I

would beg leave $o make fome remarks on your Right Reve

rend Diocefan's . late charge againft enthufiafm. Had I conti

nued in my native country, I fhould have taken the freedom

to have written to his Lordfhip himfelf, ; but as I heard that

,he was very aged, and probably before this could reach

England) might be called to give up his account to the great

. Shepherd and B ifhop of fouls, I thought it moft advifable to

.direct this letter to you, at whofe rcqueft, as appears by the

tide-page, this charge was printed.

It is not my delign to enter upon a critical examination of

every paragraph. I would obferve in general, that- his Lord-

fhip's main deiign, from the beginning to the end of it,, is,

to prove " that the indwelling and inward witneffing of the

, Spirit in believers hearts (if there were ever any luch things

at, allj as alfo praying and preaching by the Spirit, arc all the

txtraordinary gifts and operations of the Holy Ghoft, belong-

,ing only to the apoftolical and primitive times, and confe-

quemly all prcfenfions to fuch favours in thefe laft days are

vain and enthufiaftical." In order to evince this, his Lord-

fhip fele&s feveral paflages of holy writ, which, in his opi-

nic.i, are mifapplied by thofe whom his Lordfhjp.i9; pleafed

to ftile modern entbufta/is, and undertakes to fhew, page i nh,

" that they are to be interpreted chiefly, if not Oflly, of the

ftate of the. apoftolical and primitive church, and; that they

very little , if at all, relate to the prefent ftate of chrift.ians."

2 Whether
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Whether or not his Lordfhip hath fucceeded in his under

taking, will beft appear by a candid and impartial review

thereof. '•

The firft attempt of this nature which we meet with in his

Lor dlh ip's charge, is page the rath. His words are thefe:

" That I may proceed in a regular manner, with regard to

thofe paflages of fcripture that I (hall fele6t on this occafiont

I chufe to begin with the original promife of the Spirit, as

made by our LORD, a little before he left the world. It occurs

in the 141(1 and i6th chapters of St. "John's gofpel ; in which,

he ufes thefe words : " When the Spirit of truth is come,

(whom CHRIST had juft before promifed to fend from the

Father, chapter I4th, verfe i6th) he will guide you into all

truth, and he will fhew you things to come." And again,

" the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father

will fend in my name, he fhall teach you all things, and

bring all things to your remembrance whatfoever I have faid

unto you." It is very clear (proceeds his Lordfhip) from the

bare recital of thefe words, that as they were fpoken to

the apoftles, fo they peculiarly belong to the apoftles them-

felves, or to the infpired perfons in the primitive church.

But granting that thefe words do belong peculiarly to the

apoftles, does it therefore follow, that they do not at all be

long to their fucceflbrs, or in common to all believers upon

whom the ends of the world are come ? Were not the apofttes

then reprefentatives of the whole church ? And may not what

was fpoken to them, in a proper degree be faid to be fpoken

to us and to our children, and to as many as the LORD our

GOD fhall call ? Does not his Lordfhip confefs, page i;jth,

•" that in one of thefe paffages it is added, that the Father

will give you another comforter, that he may abide with you

for ever ?" And does not his Lordfhip allow, page 1410,

" that in the largeft fenfe in which this may be underftood,

it is fynonymous with CHRIST'S promife to his difciples at

his afcenfion, that he would be with them always, even to

the end of the world ;" that is, as himfelf explains it, " by

the perpetual prefence of the Holy Spirit, as the guardian of

his church 'till the end of the world ?" But how can CHRIST

be with his church by the perpetual prefence of his Spirit, of

how can the Holy Spirit " be the guardian of his church 'till

the
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Ihe end of the world," unlefs it is by opening and brin'girlg*

mil things to our remembrance, whatfoever JESUS hath laid

to us in his revealed will, guiding us thereby into all truth,

*nd teaching us ail things ncceflary to eternal falvation ?

This prumiie, it is true, as his Lordfhip obfcrves, page the

15th, " was fulfilled in a muft folemn manner by the defcent

of the Holy Spirit on the Apoftles, and others with them, at

the feaft of Pentecoft, that is recorded Co particularly in the

lecond chapter of the /IMi of the Apoftles." And it is as tine,

(as his Lordfhip intimates page i6th) " that St. Ptter makes

iin application of the prophecy of Jael, to the miraculous

efFufion of the Spirit on that memorable occafion.

But does not his Lordfhip by intimating, that this promife

of our LORD was wholly compleated on the day of Pentecoft,

prove too much ? for does it not then follow, that no oi.o

after the day of Pentecoft was to expeS the Holy Ghoft to

bring all things to their remembrance, to teach them all

things, and fhew them things to come } How then could this

•promife be fulfilled in the apoftle Paul, who was converted

fomc time after ? or how could this remain in the primitive

church in the infpired perfons, or abide with the church for

ever to the end of the world ? And fuppofing the apoftle Peter

-does make an application of the prophecy of Joel lo the mira

culous eflufion of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoft, Atti the

2d, verfes i6th, ijth, &c. does it therefore follow, that this

promife of our Saviour extends no farther than that day?

Does he any where intimate any fuch thing through his whole

difcourfe? Or is it any new thing for prophecies to have

feveral fulfilments ? Is not that prophecy, " Out of Egypt

have I called my fon," which was originally fpoken concern

ing GOD'S I/reel, applied by the evangelift Mattkew, chap. 2d.

verfe ijth, to the Son of GOD himfell ? And therefore grant-

ing that this promife was in an extraordinary degree fulfilled-

in the day of Pentecoft, how does it follow, that it is not

now, and will be in an ordinary way, fulfilling to the end of

the world ? And confequently, may not this promife of our

LORD be pleaded by all his difciples, for the indwelling of his

blefled Spirit, and his inward teaching, by the inftrumenrality

of his revealed will, now as well as formerly (efpecially fince

his Lordfhip, page 15th, clears us from pretending to the

I operation*
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operations of the miraculous kind) without being cenfured for

fo doing as midern entbufiqfts.

But this inward teaching and indwelling of the Spirit, his

Lordfhip will by no means allow even the primitive chriftians

to have had in common, and therefore, page 35th (which I

come to next, for method's fake) he comments upon another

remarkable fcripture, that, in his Lordfhip's opinion, ' has

been mifapplied to later ages, and indeed to the prefent times,

by feveral enthufiafts, but was really peculiar to the times of

the apoftles.' It occurs, fays his Lordfhip, page Hid. in the

firft epiftle of St. John, chap. ii. verfe 20th, 27th. " But y«

have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

But the anointing which .ye have received of him, abideth in

you : but as the fame artointing teacheth you all things, and

is truth, and is no lie ; and even as it hath taught you, ye

fhall abide in him." -

This unfliin from the Holy One, and this anointing, his

Lordfhip, in five or fix pages, labours to prove was fome ex

traordinary gift refiding in fome particular infpired perfons,

and not in the believers in general to whom the apoftle wrote.

But with what fhadow of argument does his Lordfliip reafon

thus ? For though it he certain (as his Lordfhip intimates

page 37th) " that there were feveral fuch infpired teachers

among the firft chriftians, who were endowed with various

gifts of the Spirit, and among them with the gift of prayer,

and preaching, and revelation of the true fenfe of the pro

phetical parts of the Old Teftament •," yet how does it appear,

that thefe infpired teachers are the particular perfons referred

to t>y the Apoftle in this paflage ? If that was the cafe, would

not the epiftle itfelf more properly have been directed to them,

as having the overfight of the flock ? Or is it not probable a:

leaft, that the Apoftle would have had fomething to fay to

them, as well as to the " little children, young men, and

fathers," verfei 12th, I3th, to whom he writes fo particu

larly ? And is it not evident from the whole context, that this-

un&ion from the Holy One was not an extraordinary gift re

fiding in any particular infpired perfon, but the indwelling of

the Spirit, believers in general, whereby they had an experi-

rnental proof, that JESUS was indeed the CHRIST, and there

fore needed not that any man fhould teach them, that is*

VOL. IV. M ftirthet
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ing perfons, verfe i2ih, &i:. ls not this interpretation quite

coruikent with the whole fcope of the Apoftle in this epiftle,

which was to comfort him A.- lf, and believers in general, now

fo many antichrifts were abroad, that (fince JESUS CHRIST •

had declaied, Mattb. xxiv. 24. that the i lu't could not be

finally deceived) they having a proof of their election by re

ceiving this unction from above, this indwelling of the Holy

Ghoft in their hearts, were now enabled, in a way far fuperior

to, though not entirely exclufive of human teaching, to guard

againft the feducers of the day? And confequently, may not

the indwelling of the Spirit be infifted upon now, as the pri

vilege of all real chriftians, without their being juftly ftiled

for fo doing, modern enthufiafls.

: Again, is not his Lordfhip greatly miftaken in his explana

tion of the 1 6th verfe of the 8th of Romans, " The Spirit itfelf

ibeareth witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of

GOD." " This paffage, fays his Lordfhip, page iSth, as it

." is connected with the preceding one, relates to the general

." adoption of chriftians, or their becoming the fons of GOD,

," inftead of the "Jews, who were then reje&ed by GOD, and

;" had loft that title. But what was the ground of this prefe-

" rence that was given to chriftians ? It was plainly the gifts

" of the Spirit, which they had, and which the Jews had not.

." That Spirit then, which by its gifts enabled the Apoftles and

." other chriftians to work miracles of various kinds, was a

.''. demonftration, that GOD was in them of a truth, and that

" their religion was owned by him in oppofition to that of the

" Jews, whom he had deferted in a judicial manner." The

conclufion his Lordfhip draws from thefe premifes, we have

page the 2Oth. " That the fore-mentioned teftimony of the

'' Spirit, attended with the teftimony of our own fpirit, i. e.

" the confcioufnefs of the fmcerity and good lives of private

'' chriftians, was the public teftimony of the miraculous gifts

" of the Spirit which GOD had conferred on the Apoftles, and

" many of the firft chriftians ; and which fhewed that they

" and their brethren were the true church of GOD, and not

" the Jews. And this was a plain criterion in the firft great

" controverfy, namely, to which of thofe two churches men

'' were obliged to adhere in communion. And confequently,

" this
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ce this witnefs of the- Spirit; which fhews that we chrifiians

" are the fons of GOD, cannot poffibly be applied to the

" mere private teftimony of the Spirit given to our own

" confciences, to prove that we, or private chrifiians, are

" the fons of GOD and heirs of falvation, as is pretended

" by modern enthufiafts." -t

But does not his Lordfhip here argue from a miiraken fup-

pofition, that the Apoftle, in the 8th of the Romans, is fpeak-

ingof the miraculous power our LORD gave to his firft Apoftles

to work miracles, in confirmation that their dcctrine was of

GOD ? Is there any fuch thing fo much as hinted at through

the whole chapter ? Is not the whole fcope of it to fhew the

privileges of thofe, who " being juftified by faith" alone,

chap. 5th, " have peace with GOD through our LORD JESUS

CHRIST?" Does not the Apoftle therefore at the firft verfe

fay, " That there is no condemnation to them who are iri

CHRIST JESUS ?" Does he not fay, verfe the Qth, that " the

Spirit of GOD dwelt in them ?" Does not his. Lordfhip allow,

page 16, 6ff. That the.Apoflle in this and the preceding

verfes treats of that " fpiritual principle in chriftians which

enables them to mortify the deeds of the body, and overcome

carnal inclinations ?" And what fhadow of a reafon can be

given to prove that the hme fpiritual principle is not fpoken of

in verfe l6th, as bearing witnefs with believer's fpirits that

they tvere the children of GOD ? Is it not faid, verfe /5th, td

be fomething that they had received ? " But ye have received

the fpirit of adoption, whereby ye cry Abba, Father." And

is not the obvious fenfe of thefe verfes put together plainly this,

" That true believers, thofe who are chriftians indeed, have

" the Spirit of GOD dwelling in them, verfe gth ; are led by

" this Spirit, verfe I4th ; have gotten an inward witnefs from

'< this fame Spirit; that they are GOD'S children, and there-

" fore need not be brought into bondage, and fear, left GOD

" would reject them, but may have free accefs, ,a!nd with a

" full aflurance of faith, and a holy child-like fimplicit}', dravrf

" near unto him, crying ABBA, FATHER ?"

tlis Lordfhip, to prove that this is not the fenfe of thii

paflage, but that the teftimony of the Spirit here fpoken of, (a

a public gift of working miracles, refers, page igth, to Gold-

tiani iii. 2. where the Apoftle puts this queftion to th'em :

M 2 '* Received
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" Beceived ye the Spirit, (i. e. according to his LorJfhip, the

" power of working miracles) by the works of the law, or by

" the hearing of faith ?" which (fays his Lordfhip) the .fame

Apoftle prefently after explains, when he fays at verfe 5th,

" He therefore that miniftereth to you the Spirit, and worketh

" miracles among you, doth he it by the works of the law,

'' or by the hearing of faith ?" But is not here a plain anti-

thefis between adminiftring the Spirit and working miracles ?

Do they not evidently imply two diftinct things ? And can it

be fuppofed, that the Spirit which the Apoftle afks, verfe ad,

" Whether they had received by the works of the law, or the

hearing of faith," was a power to perform fuch miracles, at

leaft thaj only ? Would it not then follow, fmce he declares

in the 8th of the Romans, " that if any man have not the

Spirit of CHRIST he is none of his," that cither all believers

did receive his Spirit in his miraculous gifts, or that no one

is a believer that has them not? And doth not the Apoftle

in this very epiftle make it appear, that the Spirit here fpoken

of is not this miraculous outward teftimony ? For what fays

he, Gal. iv. 6. " And becaufe ye are- fons, <3oo hath fent

forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts (whereby it is

plain the Spirit was received into the heart) crying, Abba,

Father ?" And does not this quite clear up that paflage of

Romans, ch. viii. ver. 15. about the witneffing Spirit and the

Spirit of adoption, viz. that believers (befiJes feeing the miracles

which the Apoftles wrought) had an inward irjlimsrty of the

Holy Ghoft, he making an inward application of the merits

of CHRIST to their fouls, and giving them an inward tefti

mony that they were indeed the adopted fons of GCD, and

therefore in a holy confidence they might cry, Abba, Father?

Is there any thing forced in this interpretation ? And confe-

quently (nofwithftanding what appears to the contrary from

his Lordfhip's explanation) may not perfons afTcrt, that there

is fuch a thing as a witnefs or teftimony of the Spirit given to

Our own confciences, to prove that private chriftians are the

Sons of GOD dnd hciirs of falvation, without being cenfured

for fo doing as modern emhufiafts ?

May I not likewife venture to affirm, that his Lordfhip is

equally miftaken in his interpretation of the a6th and ayth

verfes of the fame chapter, which runs thus : " Likewife the

" Spirit
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" Spirit alfo helgeth our infirmities : for we know not what

" we Ihould pray frir as we ought, but the Spirit itfelf maketh,

'' interceffion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

" And he that fcarcheth the heart, knoweth what is the mind

" of the Spirit, bccaufe he maketh interceffion for the faints

" according to the will of GOD ?"

The Spirit here fpoken of, according to his Lordfhip, was

the Spirit acting in the infpired perfon, who in the apoftolical

age, fays his Lorclfhip, page 24th, " had the gift of prayer,

e' and interceded lor the whole congregation ; fo that what

" is here faid of the Spirit, is hy an eafy figure transferred to

" the fpiritual or infpired perfon, who prayed in that capacity,

" for the whole chriftian aflembly. It is he that maketh in-

•' terceffion with GOD for private chriftians, with vehement

and inexpreffible groanings or fighs." But however eafy it

may be to find out a figure to transfer what is here faid of the

Spirit, to the fpiritual or infpired perfon, yet how will it be

eafy to find a figure to interpret this of the fpiritual or infpired

perfon at all ? For has it not already been fhewn, that this

whole chapter is no where fpeaking of any fuch fpiritual in

fpired perfon, but of the Spirit of GOD dwelling in all b'j-

lievers ?

His Lordfhip goes on, page iBid. to comment upon the 27th

verfe: " And he that fearcheth the hearts, knoweth what is

the mind of the fpirit, (i. e. of the fpiritual or infpired perfon)

becaufe he maketh interceffion for the faints according to

the will of GOD." That is, fays his Lordfhip, " GOD knows

the intentions of the fpiritual perfon, and judges of the ve

hemence of his defires in prayer for the whole affcmbly, for

whom he makes interceffion, with regard to, the immediate

fubje& of affliction; literally indeed, axordlng to GOD (kata

Theon) or relatively to him, but by conftru&ion, conforma

bly to the will of GOD ; namely, that in a moft fervent man

ner, the perfon that has the infpired gift of prayer, which

he ufes for the, benefit of the whole afiembly, he, I fay, leaves

it entirely to GOD, whether it be beft that chriftians fbould

fuffer afflictions for the gofpel, or be delivered from them.

And fuch an intention of his prayer cannot but be highly ac

ceptable to GOD, who fearches his heart, and approves of

fuch an act of profound refignation to his will."

M 3 • Thus



Thus far his Lordfhip. But where is there through the

whole chapter any mention made of an affembly, or of any

Jpiritual infpired perfen praying in its behalf? Does it not. re

quire a vety profound underftanding to fcarch it out ? Is it

. riot more agreeable to the whole fcope of the apoftle in this

chapter, to believe, that this fpirit here mentioned as helping

infirmities, or diftrefles, and affifting in prayer, is the com

mon privilege of all believers ? Is he not faid to make inter-

ceffion for the faints in general ? And does not his Lordfhip,

page 22d, in effect own this ? For what fays his Lordfhip ?

'' Now on this'occafion, he, the apoftle, adds another proof

of the truth of chriftianity, and that chriftians are the adopted

fons of GOD, and more efpecially with regard to their fuffer-

ings at that time, for the f'ake of their religion, fays he, verfe

26th. Likewife the Spirit alfo, (or rather even, kai) helpeth

out infirmities (or our diftreflefs, for the word ifftheneiais fig-

nifies both.) And then he mentions in what inftances he

does fo, viz. in prayers to GOD about bearing afflictions,

or being delivered from them ; and which of thefe two is moft

profitable for us, the Spirit knows better than we oufelves,

and therefore inftructs chrHHans how to pray with regard to

their fufferings. We know not, fays he, what we fhould

pray for as we ought ; that is, whether it be beft for us to

bear afflictions, or to be delivered from them according to

our natural inclinations." And after writing thus, how in-

confiftent is it in his Lordfhip to fay, that this is done by the

Spirit acting in the infpired perfon only, who made intercef-

fion for the whole aflembly ? Is not the quite contrary, I

could almoft fay, felf-evident ? And how then can thofe who,

from this paflage of the 8th of the Romans, humbly claim the

gift and grace of prayer now, as well as formerly, for fo do

ing, be juftly termed modern enthufiafts.

May we not further enquire, whether .his Lordfhip's inter

pretation of the 4th and 5th verfes of the zd chapter of the

firft epiftle to the Corinthians be found and confiftent ? The

worJs are thefe, page 271(1. <' And my fpeech and my preach

ing were not with the enticing words of man's wifdom, but

in demonftration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith

fhould not frand in the wifdom of men, but in the power of

Gop," As to the former part of thefe words, " My fpeech
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and my preaching were not with the enticing words of man's

wifdom," his Lordfhip feems to agree with the interpretation

put upon them by thole whom he is pleafed to term enthufi-

afts ; but the latter, " The demonftration of the Spirit and

of power," his Lordfhip, in pages agth, 3Oth, 31 ft, and

32d, would fain (hew, means no more, than that the Apoftle

proved JESUS to be the Meffiah by proofs out of the prophe

cies of the Old Teftament, and evinced the truth of chriftia-

nity by performing miracles." •

And fuppofmg this may be one fenfe of the words, yet

if this be the fole meaning of the Apoftle's expreffion, would

it not have better become fuch a fcholar as Paul was, to have

faid, " He came to them in the demonftration of the fcriptures,

rather than of the Spirit ?" Can any parallel pafTage be pro

duced, where the word Spirit is thus put for the fcriptures ?

And therefore, by the demonftration of the Spirit, may we not

underftand, that the Spirit of GOD himfelf, whilft the Apoftle

was preaching, wrought a demonftrative conviction in the

fouls of his hearers, not only that what he fpake was of GOD,

but alfo that he was affifted in fpeaking by the Spirit of GOD ?

Does not this agree with what he fays, ad epiftle Cor. iii. 2,

3. " Ye are our epiftle, written in our hearts, known 'and

read of all men : forafmuch as ye are manifeftly declared to be

the epiftle of CHRIST miniftered by us, written not with ink,

but with the Spirit of the living GOD, not in tables of ftone,

but in flefhly tables of the heart." And though it fhould be

allowed that the word Dunamii (as his Lordfhip obferves,

page 3Oth) " in its ordinary fenfe in the New Teftament,

muft fignify the power exerted in miraculous operations •"

yet how is it foreign to the Apoftle's purpofe to interpret it

alfo of a divine power or energy, which ordinarily attended

the word preached by him ; I mean fuch a power as accom

panied the word when the LORD opened the heart of. Lydia,

and when fo many were pricked to the heart, and made to cry

out, " Men and brethren, what fhall we do to be faved ?"

Does not the word Dunamis feem to carry this fenfe with it,

2 Cor, iv. 7. ? " But we have this, treafure in earthen vefiels,

that the excellency of the power (Dunamtos) may be of GOD,

and not of men." And is not Jip.ollos laid to be (Dunatas en'

erqphah) mighty, or powerful, in the fcripturts, uiough we

" M 4.
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do not hear thnt he performed any miracles at all ? And though

his Lordfhip is pleated to fay, page ibid. " For by this power

of GOD here fpok.en of, that it is a power to work miracles

appears exprefly, from the immediately following verfe, in

which is affigned the reafon for ufmg this method of proving

chriftianity to be true, " that your faith fhould not ftand in

the wifdom of men, but in the power of GOD :" yet will it

pot equally hold good, that their faith ftood not in the wif

dom of men, but in the power of GOD ? If by the power we

underftand a divine power attending the word preached in

convincing the confcience, and changing the hearts of men,

pxclufive or befides a power of working miracles.

H\s Lordfhip in the fame page proceeds thus. " By the

power of GOD therefore muft necefTarily be underftood the

miraculous operations performed by JESUS CHRIST and his

Apoflles, as a divine teftimony of their authority." He goes

on in the 7th, loth, and following verfes, to explain this

?' demonftration of the Spirit and of power;" and tells us,

?' That this wifdom of GOD is a myftery, or wifdom formerly

hidden from the world, which was couched in the types and

prophecies of the Mefiiah in the Old Teftament, under the

title of the Law of Mofes, the Pfalms, and all the prophets that

were actually fulfilled in JESUS CHRIST. For, fays he, ' the

Spirit fearcheth all things, even the deep things of Gop. Now

;ve have not received the fpirit of the world, (viz. of oratory

and philofophy) but the fpirit which is of GOD, that we might

know the things that are freely given to us of GOD.' That

is, that we might learn of the Spirit the true meaning of thofe

writings which he dictated himfelf, and which none but the

Spirit of GOD could know, fince the gofpel is the contrivance

of Gop alone for man's falvation ; and the benefits of it are

freely and of his mere grace conferred upon us."

But in ajl thefe paflages, where is there a fiiadow of a

proof, that by the word power, the Apoftle meant only that

he worked miracles among them ? Is there any fuch thing fo

much as hinted at in thofe verfes ? Or what greater reafon is

there to infer from hence, that the demonftration of the Spi

rit means no more than proving CHRIST to be the Meffiah,

from the books of the Old Teftament ?

7 His



His Lordfhip goes on, page 31f1, to comment upon the

I3th verfe of the ift Cor, zd. thus: "The apoftle adds,

• Which things alfo we fpeak not in the words which man's

wifdom teacheth, (viz. as before by oratory and philofophy)

but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth ; comparing fpiritual

things with fpiritusl.' From which laft paflage it appears that

the words which the Holy Ghoft is faid to teach, muft be

prophetical revelations made of JESUS CHRIST in the Old Te-

ftament, which were clearly difcovered to the Apoftle?, and

explained by them to the world by the fame Holy Spirit, that

perfectly knew thofe deep or myfterious things of GOD in the

holy fcriptures, which related to and were fulfilled in JESUS

CHRIST; and whofe expofitions of his doctrine were au

thorized by the miracles they wrought in confirmation

of it."

But fuppofing this be in part true, have not the words a

further meaning * And by " Words which the Holy Ghoft

teacheth," may we not underftand, words which the Holy

Ghoft did immediately put into this and other Apoftles

minds whilft they were preaching, fpeaking, or writing ?

Was there not fuch affiftance promifed to the Apoftles ? Did

they not fpeak as the Spirit gave them utterance ? And fince

JESUS CHRIST has promifed in an efpecial manner to be with

his minifters, even to the end of the world, may they not

humbly claim the divine influence to afllft them in a degree

in preaching now, as well as formerly,by bringing to their re

membrance the words and things he had taught them in the

holy fcriptures before, and fo opening a door of utterance to

them, without being, for fo doing, juftly ftiled modern enthu-

fiafts.

His Lordfhip, in order to give a fan&ion to thefe his feve-

ral interpretations, quotes Chryfoftom, Origin, and At'banafius :

but does his Lordfhip deal candidly or fimply in this matter?

For though they may in fome refpe&s agree with his Lord-

Ihip's literal interpretation, do they not give a fpiritual one

alfo ? Does not his Lordfhip himfelf, page 4.2d, citing the

authority of Athanaf.us, that great light of the chriftian church,

jn effect confefs this ? Does he not fay, that he interprets the

jtnflhn of the Holy One not merely of divine grace ? But does it

• therefore
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therefore follow that he did not interpret it at all of divine

grace,? Nay, does it not follow, that he did interpret it of

the divine grace of the Spirit of GOD dwelling in all

believers, as well at lcaft as of the miraculous gifts of the Spi

rit ? Does not Ignatius, one of the moft early writers, ftile

himfclf Theophoros, and the people to whom he writes Theopha-

rri? And can it be fuppofed, that Origen in particular, (who

his Lordfhip profefTes again and again, in his treatifes againft

Waoljlah, to be fuch a fpiritual interpreter of fcripture,) has

in thefe paflages fo tenacioufly cleaved to the literal interpre

tation, as utterly to deny the indwelling and inward witnefs

of the Spirit ? Is not this entirely oppofue to the whole tenor

of his writings, as well as the writings of the rqoft ancient

fathers ? And has not his Lordfhip, out of his great zeal

againft enthufufm, by writing thus, unwarily run into an ex

treme ? And as he juftly charged the infamous Wool/ion with

fticking too clofe to the fpirit, and not minding the letter,

has he not in this performance fo clofely adhered to the letter,

and fo fadly neglected the fpirir, as almoft totally (if his in

terpretations be true) to exclude the Holy Ghoft in his ope

rations, fince the primitive 'times, out of the chriftian

wurld ?

Is not this matter of fact ? Are not thefe words of truth and

fobernefs ? Be not angry therefore, but bear with me a little,

if like Elibu, " I fpeak that I may refrefh myfelf. For be

hold my belly is as wine which hath no vent, it is ready to

burft like new bottles." Let his Lordfhip write what he pleafes

to the contrary, " there is a Spirit in man, and a holy Spi,-

jit in believers, and an ordinary infpiration of the Almighty,

which now, as well as formerly, giveth them fpiritual under-

fbnding." But fuppofmg it was not fo, and all his Lord-

iliip's glofies upon the forcmentioned paflages, were as right as

in my opinion they are wrong, could you, Reverend Brethren,

(I appeal to your confciences)inyour own. hearts even with that

they were fo? If you fhould anfwer, Yes, (as your requefting

his Lordfhip to print this charge, gives me too great reafon

to think you would,) " Tell in it not Gatb, publifc it

not in the ftreets of Afcalari, left the daughters of the Pbifif*

tints rejoice, left the daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph."

For
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For if this be the cafe, in what a poor benighted condition

has the LORD JESUS left his church in thefe laft days ? And

what avails it to have his doctrines and divine miftion evinced

formerly by gifts and miracles, if we are deprived of the in

ward teachings and indwelling of the Holy Spirit ? It is true,

his Lordfhip does talk here and there of the Blefled Spirit, and

of his ordinary influences : but what are his ordinary opera

tions, if he is neither to dwell in us, nor to give us an inward

teftimony in our hearts, that we are born of GOD ? What

figniftes talking of his affiftances, and at the fame time declare,

that they can neither be inwardly felt, or perceived, nor be

lievers befupernaturally aflured thereby of their falvation ? Or

if we are to expect no operations of the Spirit that are fuper-

natural, as his Lordfhip again and again intimates, what are

the natural operations that we are to look for ? Or can there

poffibly be any operation of the Holy Spirit which is not fu-

pernatural ? What can deifts and the whole tribe of unbe

lievers wifh for more than fuch doctrine ? Does not hia Lord

fhip, by writing thus, greatly hurt the caufe he would defend ;

and out of a zeal to prove chriftianity no enthufiafm, unwit

tingly run into that fault which he would throw upon thefe

againft whom his charge is levelled, page ad ; I mean, " does

V he not act in concert with infidelity againft our eftablifhed

" religion, our great common falvation ?" How muft the

church of Rome alfo glory in fuch a charge ? Is it not after

their own heart ? Is not the denying the witnefs of the Spi

rit in believers hearts, one of the main pillars of Popery ? Are

not papifts kept in flavery, and taught to truft to the abfolu-

tion of their prieft ; becaufe it was one of the determinations

of the council of Trent, that none can here below attain from

the Spirit a certainty ef their 'being finally faved ? His Lord

fhip has done well in fignalizing himfclf by writing againft

(he papifts and inhdvls. But what will it avail, or how can

his Lordfhip flatter himfelf ehat the efforts of the latter, page

2d, "• have heen fufficiently eppofed :" fince by writing againft

the witnefs of the iV/Jr//, he fo nearly fymbolizes with the one,

find by crying down all fupernatural operations of the Holy

Ghoff, joins hands with the ether? Bcfides, " If there are

f no proofs of the truth of our religion by the inward tefti-

t' Hiony of the Spirit, as his Lordfiiip affirms, pa«e 5?d. or

" even
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'' even by the infallible application of the feveral marks of

" truth in it by the Holy Spirit, to the minds of men, and

" his making fo ftrong and violent an impreffion on them, as

" to form (borrefco referent) a new unintelligible fort of divine

" faith, page 53." how fhall we diftinguifh true and divine

faith, from that which is falfe and barely hiftorical ? Are not

the devils capable of fuchr a faith ? Nay, have they not as

real faith as chriftians themfelves, if there be no other faith

but what is wrought by external revelation and outward mi

racles ? Do they not thus believe and tremble ? And can it

be fuppofed, that all the miracles that the Apoflles wrought,

and the glorious fermons that they were enabled to preach,

were only to fhew people what communion they were to be

of? Is not this bringing the gofpel down to a mere hiftory,

which one may read of the exploits of an Alexander ; and

making faith to be a bare afient of the underftanding, which

a perfon may have, and yet be no more benefited by the death

of CHRIST, than Simon Magus was in believing that he was

crucified ?

But further; fuppofing his Lordfhip had fhewn, that every

one of thofe paflages he has commented upon, had been mif-

applied by modern enthufufts ; yet are there not befides a

great cloud of witnefles to be fetched from the lively oracles,

to pcove that the indwelling, and inward -aiitnefs of the Spirit,

arc the privileges of all believers ? Will you permit me to in-

ftance only in a few ?/ What think you of that paflage in St.

Johns gofpel, chap. vii. 37, 38, 39. " In the laft day, that

great day of the fe.ilr, JRiirs Hood up anil cried, faying, If

any man thirft, let him come unto me and drink. He that

btlieveth on me, as the fcriprure hath fpoken, out of his

belly fh;l! flow rivers of living waters. But this fpake he of

the Spirit, which they that believe on him fhpuld receive ?"

How, I pray you, arc we to underftand that petition of our

LORD for his difi iples, juft before his paffion, in the fame

evangelift, chap. xvii. 20, ar."" Neither pray I for thefe

alone, but for them alfo which fhall believe on me through

their word : that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in

me, and I in thce ; that ihey alfo may'be one:" And again,

yerfes 22, 23. " That they all m;;y be one, even as we are

one, I in them, and thou iu me, that they may be made per

fect



fe& in one ?" How would you explain that queflion of the

Apoftle's to the Corinthians^ (a church famous for its gifts

above any church under heaven) " Know ye not that CHRIST

is in you, unlefs you be reprobates ?" How do you explain

that aflertion of the evangelift ^folii, 'in his ift cpift. v. 10.

" He that belicveth hath the witnels in himfelf?" Or tha't

of the Apoftle Paul to the Ephejians, chap. i. 13, ig. And

again, chap. iv. 30 ? How do you interpret that paflage, 2

Cor. xvi. 16? Or what fay you to that exhortation of St.

Juelt, verfe 20. " But ye, beloved, building up yourfelves hi

your moft holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoil, keep your

felves in the love of GOD ?" Can any of thefe paflages, with

any manner of confiftency, be interpreted of the miraculous

gifts of the Holy Ghoft, or be confined to the primitive

church ? Do they not fpeak of an indwelling witneffing fpi-

rit, which all believers in all ages have a right to expect, till

time fhall be no more ?

And now, my Reverend Brethren, if thefe things be fo,

may oot that queftion beveryjuftly put to you, which our

LORD on a like occafion afked Niccclemus, a ruler of the Jews :

" Are ye mafters of Ifrael? Are ye minifters of the Church

" of England, and know not thel'e things ?" What has his

Lordfhip been doing fo many years, in profeffing to confer

the Holy Ghoft by impofition of hands on fo many mini

fters, faying unto them, " Receive the Holy Ghoft by impo

fition of our hands," if there are none of thofe aififtances

from the BlefTed Spirit to be expected now, which were con

ferred when our Saviour firft fpoke thefe words to his difciples ?

How can his Lordfhip in confcience make ufe of the ordina

tion office ? Or how could you, before many witnefles, pub

licly confefs that you were inwardly moved by the Holy

Ghoft to take upon you the adminiftration of the church?

when you openly deny him in his moft powerful, and as to

believers, in his common operations. Should you not trem

ble to think, how much this looks like belying the Holy

Ghoft, and acting the dreadful crime of Ananias and Sapphira

over again, or lying not only unto man, but unto GOD ?

And why are you fo zealous for the church, and continually

crying out, " The temple of the LORD, the temple of the

LORD,"
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LoRD," and yet trample her offices, collects arid articles in

effect under your feet ? With what confiftency can you ufe

the baptifmal office, and folemny fay unto GOD, " We yield

thee hearty thanks, mdft merciful Father, that it hath pleafed

" thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spirit ;" and

yet agree with his Lordfhip, page 6l, in aliening, " to that

" fedral rite of baptifm is annexed the preventing or prepa-

" ratoty grace of GOD, as is likewife (on a due improvement)

that of the affifting kind ?" Is this all that is implied in the

baptifmal office? And is regeneration no more than this? What

a miferable condition then arc thofe in, who have only their

baptifmal regeneration to depend on ? For who is there that

has improved, nay who is there that has not finned away this

preparatory grace ? Is not this directly contrary to the whole

baptifmal office ? And are not thofe to be reckoned friends

to mankind, who bid them look for a better regeneration

than this amounts to ? Again, with what propriety can his

Lordfhip, in the office of confirmation, pray unto GOD to

give the perfons to be confirmed " the Spirit of wifdom and

'' undeftanding, the Spirit of counfel and ghoftly ftrength ?"

Or how can minifters in general, in the colle& for lVT)tt-fun-

day, fay, " Grant us by the fame Spirit to have a right judg-

" mem in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy com-

" forts ?" Why are the paflages, wherein thefe bleffings are

promifed to the firft Apoflles, appointed to be read at this

feftival, if we are not in our degree to expect the fame mer

cies ? And if thefe things are not to be inwardlyfelt, and we

are not to be fupernaturally aflured of our falvation, wherefore

do you make ufe of thofe words in the vifitation of the fick ?

" The Almighty LORD, who is a moft ftrong tower to all

" them that put their truft in him, to whom all things

" in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey,

'' be now and evermore thy defence, and make thee know

" andyiW, that there is none other name under heaven given

" to man, in whom and through whom thou mayeft receive

" health and falvation, but only the name of our LORD JESUS

CHRIST :" Or with what propriety can you fubfcribe to the

1 7th article, wherein we are told, "That the godly confi-

" deration of predeftination, and our election in CHRIST, is

3 " full
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" perfons, and fuch as feel in themfelvcs the working of the

" Spirit of CHRIST ?" And if there be no inch thing as in-

fpiration at all, how can you, confiftent with your princi

ples, ufe the church collect before the communion office, and

pray " Almighty GOD to cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts

" by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit ?" Or how can you

agree with the 13th article, which affirms, "That works

" done before the grace of CHRIST, and the infpiration of the

'' Spirit, are not pleafant to GOD ?" Are not all thefe things

againft you ? Do they not all concur to prove, that you are

the betrayers of that church which you would pretend to de

fend ? Alas, what ftrangers muft you be to a life hid with

CHRIST in GOD, and the blefled fruits of the Spirit, fuch as

love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith,

meeknefs, temperance ; when you know of no other firft- fruits

of the Spirit, than the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft con

ferred on fome particular perfons in the primitive church,

which a man might have, fo as to prophefy and caft out devils

in the name of CHRIST, and yet be commanded to depart

from him in the laft day ? How miferable muft the congre

gations be, of which you are made overfeers ? And how little

of the divine prefence muft you have felt in your adminiftra-

tions, that utterly deny the fpirit of prayer, and the Spirit's

helping you to preach with power, and confider them as things

that have long fince ceafed ? Is not this the reafon why

you preach as did the fcribes, and not with any divine pathos

and authority, and fee fo little good effect of your fermons ?

Have not your principles a direct tendency to lull poor fouls

afleep ? For if they are not to look for the fupernatural ope

rations of the Spirit of GOD, or any inward feeling or per

ceptions of this Spirit, may not all that are baptized, and not

notorioufly wicked, flatter themfelves that they are chriftians

indeed ? But is not this the very quintefTence of Pharifaifm I

Is not this the dark, benighted ftate the great Apoftle

of the Gentiles confeffes he was in, before he was expe

rimentally acquainted with CHRIST, or knew or felt the

. power of his refurrection ? Is not this a prophefying falfely,

to fay unto people, " Peace, peace," when there is no true

folid
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folid fcriptural ground for peace ? And are not you then pro

perly the perfons his Lordfhip fpeaks of, page ift, as " be-

'' traying whole multitudes into an unreafonable prefumption

'' of their falvation ?" For is it not the higheft prefumption,

for any to hope to be faved without the indwelling of the

Spirit, fince the Apoftle declares, in the moft awful manner,

" If any man have not the Spirit of CHRIST, he is none of

his ?" Is it not high time for fbmebody to rouze the fleepy

world out of this ftate, though it fhould coft them fome me

lancholy thoughts ? May they not juftly defpond and defpair

too of being faved in fuch a condition? For how can they

poffibly be good chriftians, or indeed chriftians at all, unlels

they fome time or other feel the Spirit of GOD in their hearts ?

Or how can any juftly be filled enthufiaftical pretenders to

immediate infpiration and new revelation, page 3d, who only

claim what is promifed in the will of GOD already revealed,

and exhort all to add diligence to make their calling and elec

tion fure ? And why fliouid that great man of GOD, Dr.

O«/<?», be fo particularly mentioned by his Lordfhip, page

15th ? Has there a more folid critical learned divine appeared

for many ages in the chriftian world ? Being dead, doth he

not yet fpeak ? Do not his works praife him ? Or fuppofing

he was an enthufiaft, as his Lordfhip calls him, how can he

be a modern one ? Has he not been dead flow above fifty

years f And why is he mentioned with an &c. ? Would

his Lordfhip have us underftand Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Baxter,

and writers of (he Puritan flamp ? But in reproaching them;

does not his Lordfhip equally brand Archbifhop UJher, Bifhop

Hall, Bifhop Da-veniing Bifhop Hcpkins, and others, nay ail

the godly reformers and martyrs, and the compilers of our

articles, homilies, and liturgy alfo ? Were they not equally

enthufiaftical with thole, which his Lordfhip in this charge

would condemn ; and may I not therefore fay, if they were'

cnthufiafts, would to GOD you were not only almoft, but

altogether fuch as they were ? Has not his Lordfhip unde-

fignedly put an honour upon the Methodijls, by joining them

in fuch company ? Might not his Lordfhip eafily forefee,-

that fuch a procedure as this, would rather incrcafe than dr-

minifh the progrefs of Methodilm, which his Lordfhip feems

ta
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to have unwittingly prophefied of three years ago, when th're

charge was firft delivered ? See margin of p. 60. For what

in an human way can have a more natural tendency to

ftrengthen the Methodifts hands, than their having a public

occafion to fhew, that they preach up the great doctrines of

the reformation, and are thruft out of the fynagogues for na

other reafon, than becaufe they preach articles of faith, to

which they have fubfcribed, as the expreffion is in the literal

and grammatical fenfe ?

O my reverend brethren, my heart is in pain for you : in*

deed I could weep over you. Surely you are not all of his

Lordfhip's mind. And yet the title-page of this Charge fcems

at leaft to imply, that it was printed at the rcqueft of the ge

nerality of you. O be not angry if I entreat you, if there be

any confolation in CHRIST, or fellowfb'ip of the Spirit, to

think of thefe things, and lay them to heart. Remember, I

befeech you, remember the good confeffion you made before

many witnefles, when you profeffed that you were inwardly

moved by the Holy Ghoft to take upon you the adminiftration

of the church. And confider with yourfelves, what a horrid

prevarication it mull be in the fight of Goo and man, to fub~.

fcribe to articles in the literal and grammatical fenfe, which

you do not believe ? Reflect on what is fpoken by the Pro

phet, " They have run, and 1 have not fent ;lu m, therefore

ftall they not profit this people at all." Think what a dread

ful thing it is to preach an unknown, an unfclt CHRIST ; and

how awful it will be to have the blood of thoufands required

at your hands at the great day ? As you have received an

apoftolical commiffion, labour after an apoftolical fpirit. And

do not fet yourfelves to oppofe or run down his blefled opera

tions in others, becaufe you do not feel them in yoarfelves.

Beware of thus doing defpite to the Spirit of grace : and be

not like the Pharifees, who " neither entered into the king

dom of GOD themfelves, and thofe that were entering in they

hindered." Seek you after a -jpghteoufnefs which exceeds

theirs. Call to mind, I befeech you, that ye are the lights of

the World. If therefore that light which is in you be darknefs,

how great muft that darknefs be ? " Ye are the fait of the

earth ; but if the fait hath loft its favour, wherewith fh%ll it

be failed ? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caft

Voi. IV. N o»«
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out and to be trodden under foot of men. GOD feems now

about to rife to fhake terribly the earth. We hear of wars

and rumours of wars. O let your loins be girt, your lamps

trimmed, and be ye like unto fervants that are waiting for the

bridegroom : that if he fhould come at the fecond or third

watch, he may find you fo doing. Smite not your fellow-fer-

vants ; but rather take ye Gamaliel's advice : " Refrain from

thefe men, and let them alone. For if this counfel or work

be of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of GOD, ye

cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found to fight againftGoD."

The harveft is great, very great, and fouls are every where

perifhing for lack of knowledge. Why fhould the labourers

be fo few ? Think of that awful faying of the angel of the

LORD, " Curfe ye Meroz, curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants

thereof, becaufe they came not to the help of the LORD, to

the help of the LORD againft the mighty." Shew that you

love CHRIST above all things, by feeding his lambs and his

fheep ; by being inftant in feafon and out of feafon. That fo

when the great Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls fhall appear, you

may give up your accounts with joy, and not with grief.

Suffer me alfo (as undoubtedly you requefted his Lordfhip

to publifh this charge for their inftruction) to give a word of

exhortation to your Parijhioners. You fee, Sirs, that I have

ufed great plainnefs of fpeech in my remarks upon this charge

of your Right Reverend Diocefan. Do not without examina-

• tion contradict and blafpheme, but be noble, as the Bereans

were, and " fearch the fcriptures whether thefe things be fo

or not : to the law, and to the teftimony." Let that deter

mine who are the feducers, who are the enthufiafts, and the

enemies to the Church ; thofe who preach up the doctrine of

juftification by faith alone in the imputed righteoufnefs of

JESUS CHRIST, and the indwelling and witneffing of the

Spirit ; or thofe who tell you, that they were the miraculous

gifti of the Holy Ghoft, and not to be expected in thefe lafl

days. Say not within yourfelves, " We have JESUS for our

faviour, we have been born again in baptifm, we are mem

bers of the Church of England, we do nobody any harm, we

will do what we can, and JESUS CHRIST will do the reft ;"

but feek ye after a better righteoufnefs than your own, even

that " righteoufnefs which is by faith ;" and earneftly prefs

i after
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nefs and purity of heart, without which no man living fhall fee

the LORD. Get acquainted with the co11ects, homilies, articles

and old writers of that Church whereof you profefs yourfelves

members, and let not ignorance be the mother of your devo

tion. Remember that " Goo ba fpirit, and they that wor-

fhip him muft worfhip him in fpirit and in truth." See that

your zeal be according to knowledge: and count not thofe to

be troublers of Jfrael, nor like the mifguided Jews, irritated

thereto by the high priefts, raife mobs againft them, as turners

of the world upfide down, who out of love to your fouls, have

put their lives in GOD'S hands, and fhew unto you the true

way of eternal falvation. Place not holinefs in outward build

ings, nor reject the gofpel bccaufe preached to you in the

fields, in the ftreets and lanes of the city. See, hear, and

judge for yourfelves, and beware left that come upon you

which is fpoken by a Prophet : " Behold, ye defpifers, and

wonder and perifh : for I work a work in your days, which a

man fhall not believe, though one declare it unto him."

As for thofe among you, who in derifion are termed Metho-

<///?i, be you thankful to that GOD, who I truft has made you

wife unto everlafting falvation, and given you not only to be

lieve on the LORD JESUS, but alfo to fuffer for his name. You

have lately been enabled joyfully to bear the fpoiling of your

goods *. Think it not ftrange, if you fhould hereafter be

called to refift unto blood. Fear not the faces of men,

neither be afraid of their revilings. Having believed on the

LORD JESUs, with your hearts, in fpite of all oppofition from

men and devils, make confeffion of him with your mouths

unto eternal falvation. Contend earneftly for the faith once

delivered to the faints, and fealed by the blood of your mar

tyrs : at the fame time, " be ready to give a reafon of the

hope that is in you with meeknefs and fear." If you were of

the world, the world would love its own ; but becaufe you

are not of the world, but the LORD JESUS hath chofen and

redeemed you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

Follow him therefore chearfully without the camp, bearing

• ff. S. The Mcthodifts \i\-Stajford]b\re were mobbed the Strove-

Tue/day before, and plundered of their fcbftance to the amount of feven

hundred pounds Sterling.

N 2 bis



C '96 ]

his reproach. The more you arc affli&ed, the more you fhall

multiply and grow. For verily no man hath loft huufes or

lands to: CHRIST'S fake, and thegofpel, who fhiill not receive

a hundred-fold in this life with perfecution, and in the world

to come life everlafting. Perfecution is your privilege : it is a

badge of your difcipleftiip,-: jt is every chriftians lot in fome

degree or other. Only be ye careful to give no juft offence,

either to Jew or Gentile, or the church of GOD. And as you

profefs to have received the Holy Ghoft in his fandlifying

gifts and graces, and to have the Spirit of GOD dwelling in

you, be ye ftudious to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in

your lives ; that all who are acquainted with you may take

knowledge that you have been with JESUS. Call no man

mafter but CHRIST. Follow others only as they are followers

of him. Be fond of no name but that of CHRISTIAN. Be

ware of miking parties, or calling down lire from heaven to

confume your adverfaries. " Blefs them that curfe you, and

, pray for them that defpitefully ufe you." Labour to fhine in

common life, by a due contentious difcharge of all relative

duties, and ftudy to adorn th« gofpel of our LORD in all

things. If you are good chriftians, you will fear GOD, and

for his fake honour the King. Be thankful for the many

bleffings you enjoy under the government of his prefent Ma-

jcfty King George, and continue to pray to Him, by whom

' kings reign, and princes decree juftice, to keep a popijh Pre

tender from ever fitting on the Englijh throne. Be eloathed

with humility : and always count yourfelves beginners in re

ligion. Let it be your meat and drink to do and fufier the

will of your Mafter, and forgetting the things which are be

hind, reach forward to the things which are before, and never

ceafe ftriving, till you are filled with all the fulnefs of GOD.

Determine to know nothing but JESUS, and him crucified.

Remember his agony and bloody fweat, his fhameful crofs

and paffion. Chearfully pledge him in his bitter cup, and as

he was, fo be ye in this world. Think of his laft and new

commandment, and " love one another with a pure heart

fervently;" looking and preparing for that bieflid hourT when

he fhall come and call you to fit down with him at the mar-

riage-feaft in the realms of light and love, where the wicked

(hall
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fhall cesfe from troubling, and where your weary fouls fhall

be at reft.

Finally, I would drop a word to YOU, who have been lately

called out inro the highways and hedges, and have been ho

noured as inftruments to compel many poor finners to come

in. Again!}, you, my brethren, his Lordfhip's charge feems to

be particularly levelled. But I am perfuaded you will be no

thing terrified thereby, fince you know, I believe, by happy

experience, what it is to have the hidden myfleries of the

kingdom of GOD opened to your foul?, and to have the Com

forter come and abiJe with you. You have often felt his

blefied influences, whilft you have been praying to that GOD

whom you ferve, dealing out the bread of life in his name to

the people. Ye are highly favoured. Having believed, yc

fpeak, and in your degree can fay with our Saviour, " We

fpeak the things that we know." GOD, who hath commanded

the light to lhine out of darknefs, hath fhone into your hearts

with the light of the glorious gofpel. Put not therefore this

light under a bufhcl, but preach the word ; " Be ye inftant in

feafon and out of feafon ; rebuke, reprove, exhort with all

long-fuffering and dodtrine. Do the office of evangelifts, and

make full proof of your miniftry." And whilft others are

calling; for miracles from you, to prove that you are fea'ed

and fent by the Spirit, do you labour after the converfion of

precious fouls as feals of your miffion, who fhall be your joy

and crown of rejoicing in the day of the LORD JESUS.

Whilft others are approving themfelves miniftcrs of CHRIST,

by eignitits and great preferments, do you approve yourfelves

as the minifters of GOD in much patietice, &c. See z Cor. vt.

4—g. Set the glorious company of the Apoftles, the goodly

fellowfhip of the Prophets, and the noble army of martyrs al

ways before you. O think how abundandant they were in

labours, in ftripes above meafure, in deaths oft, and how they

rejoiced when they were counted worthy to fuffcr fhame for

JESUS CHRIST'S fake. Above all, look ye unto JESUS the

author and finifher of your faith ; confider him who endured

fuch contradiction of finners againft himfelf, left ye be weary

and faint in your minds. Are you efteemed mad ? So was he.

Are you termtd deceivers of the people ? So was he. Arc ye

N" 3 looked'
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looked upon as actuated by an evil fpirit ? He was called Beel

zebub, the very chief of the devils. Are ye thruft out of the

fynagogues ? So was he. Do men hunt for your precious

lives ? So they did for his. The "Jews fought often to kill

him, but they could not, becaufe his hour was not yet come:

and fo it fhall be with you. You are immortal till your work

is done. The witnefles fhall not be flain till their teftimony

is finifhed. Set your faces therefore as flints : let your brows

be harder than adamant : fear not the faces of men, left GOD

confound you before them. Give not place to thofe who op-

pofe the operations of the Spirit, no not for an hour. Go ye

forth in the ftrength of the LORD, making mention of his

righteoufnefs, and his only. Remember that blcfled promife,

" Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world."

JESUS is the fame now as he was yefterday. And if you are

really thruft out into the harveft by JKSUs, he will give you

a mouth and wifdom, which all your adverfaries fhall not be

able to refift. You fee how dreadfully the fcriptures are in

terpreted. Give yourfelves therefore to reading. Search the

fcriptures. But Kbove all things, pray that ye may be taught

of GOD : without which, notwithfianding all critical and

human learning, you will never be fcribes well inftructed to

the kingdom of heaven. Continue to go out into the high

ways and hedges. Confider what multitudes there are around

you every where, ready to periQi for lack of knowledge. And

though your enemies, for want of arguments, fhould fo far

prevail, as to bring you before governors for fo doing, fear

not, for it fhall be given you, as well as unto the fiift preachers

of the everlafting gofpel, what ye fhall fpeak. O men, greatly

beloved, my heart is enlarged towards you. Give me leave

to fay unto you, as the angel did to Daniel, " Be ftrong,"

yea be ftrong : quit yourfelves like men : put on the whole

armour of GOD. And then, though you fhould be caft into

a den of lions, that GOD whom you ferve, is able, and will

deliver you. Though afflicted, deftitute, tormented here on

earth, verily great fhall be your reward in heaven.

And now, my reverend brethren, to whom this letter is par

ticularly infcribed, what fhall I fay more ? I commend it,

and you, to the great GOD, and to the word of his grace,

which
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which is able to build you up, and give you an inheritance

among all them that are fan&ified. I have written to you out

of the fulnefs of my heart ; and praying that GOD may give us

a right judgment in all things, I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,

(though the chief of finners, and lefs than the kaft of all

faints),

Your affectionate younger brother, and fellow-fervant

in the kingdom and patience of JESUS CHRIST,

GEORGE WHITSFIELD.

N 4 A L E T-
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The Reverend the PRESIDENT, and PRO

FESSORS, TUTORS, and HEBREW IN

STRUCTOR, of HARVARD-COLLEGE

in CAMBRIDGE;

la ANSWER to

ATE STIMON Y

Publilhed by them again ft the

Reverend Mr. GEORGE WHITE FIELD,

and his Conduct.

Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10, n, n.—As deceivers, and ytt true ; as

anilytt 'well known : as dying, and behold, we live ; as chajlencd, ami

not killed; as forrcwful, yet always rejoicing; as foor, jet mating

many rich ; as having nothing, andyet foffefing all tbinps. O ye Corin

thian*, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. Tfe arc not

Jtraittned in us, butyc arc jlraliened inyour oian tiswels.
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LETTER,

Boflon, January 23, 1745.

Reverend and honoured Gentlemen,

WHEN the great Apoftle of the Gentiles was accufed

before the Governor of Ceefarea, Atts xxiv. by Ter-

tullus, (employed for that purpofe by Ananias the high-prieft,

and the Elders) as " a peftilent fellow, a mover of fedition

among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of

the fect of the Nazarenes" he thought it his duty (being

beckoned to by the Governor) to anfwer for himfelf ; and in

his anfwer proved, that he was in no wife guilty of the things

that were laid to his charge. You, Gentlemen, feem to view

me in the fame light, wherein Tertullus, •fnanias, and the El

ders viewed Paul; and accordingly have thought proper to

publifh a teftimony againft me and my conduct, wherein you

have undertaken to prove, page 4, that " I am an enthufiafr,

a cenforious, uncharitable perfon, and a deluder of the peo

ple." Will you give me leave, fince I think the great Go

vernor of the church beckons to me by his prov:dence fo to

do, without minutely criticifing upon the diction and method

of your teflimony, to anfwer for myfelf, and in the fpirit of

mceknefs examine the proofs you bring to make good your

charges againft me.

" By an entbufiajl (you fay, page 4.) we mean one that

a"cts, either according to dreams, or fome fudden impuifes and

imprejjlons upon his mind, which he fondly imagines to be

from the Spirit of GOD, perfuadingand inclining him thereby

to fuch and fuch actions, though he hath no proof that fuch

perfuafions or impreffions are from the Holy Spirit." This

definition of an enthufiafr, (whether exactly right or not)

• you
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you are pleafed to apply to me ; and accordingly at the bottom

of the aforementioned page you aflert, that I am " a man

that condu&s himfelt according to his dreams, or fomc ridicu

lous and unaccountable impulfes and impreffions on his mind,"

and " that this is Mr. IFhitefuld's manner, is evident both

by his life, his Journals, and his fermons." " From thefe

pieces (you add, page 5,) it is very evident that he ufed to

govern himfelf by his dreams : one inftancc of this we have in

his life,' page 12. ' Near this time I dreamed that I was to

fee GOD on mount Sinai. This made a great impreffion upon

me.' Another like inftance we have, p. 39, 40. ' I prayed

that GOD would open a door to vilit the prifoners. Qmckly

after, I dreamed that one of the prifoners came to be inftru&ed

by me : the dreahi was imprefll-d much upon my heart : in

the morning I went to the door of the goal.' Once more, a

like inftance we have, p. 43. ' I dreamed I was talking with

the Bifhop ; and that he gave me fome gold, which chinked

in my hands :' and, p. 44. ' The guineas chinking in my

hand, put me in mind of my dream." Now, fay you in the

next paragraph, ce if we confider thefe inftances, we muft

fuppofe him conducting himfelf by dreams." But, Gentlemen,

how will thefe premifes admit of fuch a conclufion ? In writ

ing a brief account of GOD'S dealings with me from my in

fancy to the time of my ordination, I have mentioned three

particular dreams ; but how does this prove, that I conduit

myjc'f (I fuppofe you mean in the general courfe of my life)

by dreams ; or that this denominates me an enthuliaft, who

(according to your definition) acts according to dreams or

" fome fudden impulfes and impreflions upon his mind, which

he family imagines to be from the Spirit of GOD, perfuading

and inclining him thereby to fuch and fuch actions, though

he hath no proof that fuch perfuafions or impreffions (I hum

bly apprehend to make up the fenfe there fhould be added, or

dreams) are from the Holy Spirit ?" May not a perfon, in a

few inftances of his life, have fome remarkable dream?, which

may be explained by fubfrquent providences, without being an

enthufiafr, or juftly termed one that acts or conduces and go

verns himfelf according to dreams ?

Bcfides, ought you not to have quoted the paflages as they

ftand in my life, and then every one mull fee, J was far from

7 acting



[ 205 ]

acting according to dreams,'even in thefe inftances. The firft

I mentioned becaufe it Was a means under GOD of awakening

me in fome degree, as I fuppofe hath been the cafe of many ;

and is this a conducting of myfelf by a dream ? As for th«

fecond, the cafe was thus : as I ufed to vifit the prifoners at

Oxford) fo upon my coming to Glouccj}er, my compaffion for

the poor priloners there, and the hopes I had of being fer-

viccabtc to them, inclined me to vifit them alfo; for which

reafon I prayed moft earneftly, that GOD would open a door

for me to vifit therr ; quickly after I dreamed that one of the

prifoners came to be inftructed by me : the dream was im-

prcfled much upon my heart. In the moioing I went to the

door of the goal. This dream was no furiher a reafon of my

going thither, than as it was a means of exciting me to pur-

fue the reafonable inclination I had before. And fubfequent

crovidences made me afterwards judge, that GOD directed

the dream for that purpofe. As to the third, I was fo far

from being conducted by it, that as I have faid in the account

I gave of it, which, Gentlemen, you would have done weil to

have obferved, I ways checked the impreffion it made upon

inc. Thefe are the only dreams I think that are mentioned

in any of my writings ; and all thefe are in the account of

my life : though you are pleafed to fay, p. 5, " From thefe

pieces [namely my Life, Journals, and Sermons] it is very

evident that he ufed to govern himlelf by dreams."

" As plain it is, (you add, page ibid.} that he ufually go-

" verned himfelf by fome fudden impulfes and imprejfions on

" his mind, and we have one inftance that may fatisfy us,

" that his firft fetting out upon his itinerant bufinefs, was

" from an enthufiaftic turn. Journal from London to Gibral~

" iar, p. 3, he fays, ' He will not mention the reafons that

" perfuaded him it was the divine will that he fhould go

" abroad, becaufe they might not be deemed good reafons by

" another ;* but faith, ' He was as much bent as ever to go,

" though ftroBgly folicited to the contrary, having afked iJi-

" redlion from heaven about it for a year and half." And

does not this prove, Gentlemen, that I acted cautioujly in the

affair, and took time to confider of the ftep I was about to

take ? and confequently was not governed herein by fome

fudden impulfe or imprdlion on my mind, and without con-

fulting
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fulting Providence, continuing inftant in prayer, and con

ferring whh friends on the occafion, for the fpaee of a year

and half, as you well obferve ? And what if I did not men

tion " the reafons that perfuaded me it was the divine will

that I fhould go abroad, becaufe they might not be deemed

good reafons by another." Does it therefore follow, that I

was governed in the affair by impulfes and impreffions, or

that 1 had no good reafons to give ? Befides, Gentlemen,

how does it appear that this paflage refers to my firft fetting

out upon my itinerant bufmefs ? I think I mention only

going abroad to Georgia, whither I was then bound, and

where I intended to fettle. At this time I had no thought of

being an itinerant. It did not appear to be my duty to fet out

upon that bufmefs, for a confiderable time afterwards. How

I was induced at length to fet out upon it, I may give an ac-

' count of in a future trail ; but till that be publifhed, how can

any one fairly determine " whether my firft fetting out upon

this itinerant bufmefs, was from an enthufiaflical turn or

not."

" Other inftances (you fay, page ibid.} there are, wherein

" he fhews it to be his cuftom to attribute any common turn

.of his mind to a motion of the Holy Spirit upon him, with-

'i out any more reafon than any man may, any recollections

" of his memory, or fudden fuggcftion of his own underftand-

'' ing. Such a one you have, Journal from Gibraltar to Sa-

" -nannah, p. 3. 'I went to bed with unufual thoughts and

" conviflions that GOD would do fome great things at Gibral-

" tar." But, Gentlemen, if I fay, I went to bed with un-

ufual thoughts and convictions, how is this an inftance of

" my attributing any common turn of my mind to a motion

" of the Holy Spirit." You endeavour to prove it further,

p. 6. by a fccond paflage taken out of another Journal from

Savannah to England, p. 22. where it is faid, " That the lefibn

" before he left Savannah, being St. Paul's fhipwreck : and

" that before his leaving Charles-Town, being the firft of

" Jonah, made fuch a deep impreffion upon him, that he

" wrote to his friend to acquaint him, he was apprehenfive

" he fhould have a dangerous voyage ; and it happening to

" be bad weather accordingly, he fays, ' GOD hath now

" fhewed me wherefore he gave thofe previous notices."

But,
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But, Gentlemen, how is this an inftance of my attributing

any common turn of my mind to a motion of the Holy Spirit ?

Was it a common turn of my mind to have Paul's fhipwreck,

and the firft of Jonah powerfully prefled upon me ? I do not

know that it was. But you are pleafed to draw this further

inference from the quotation, page ibid, " So that every fcrip-

" ture that came to his view, was received as the batb-kol oi

" the Jewi) and he plainly fhews himfelf as much directed

" by this way of finding out the will of GOD as he calls it,

" as the old heathens were by theirfertes HomertcaVirgilumie.'*

But how does this prove, that every fcripture that came to my

view, was received as the bath-kol, &c. I think I mentioned

only the firft of Jonah, and the xxviith of Affs : but you fay

of this, (my receiving every fcripture that came to my view

as the batb-kol) we have a very full inftance, fame Journal,

p. 38, where you " have a particular application of the words

" which appeared upon the Doctor's firft opening the Com-

" mon-Prayer, ' The LORD hath vifited and redeemed hit

" people." But how is this a very full inftance, when thefe

words did not appear to my view at all, but to the Doctor's ?

It was he that was reading, not I ; only as you are pleafed

to exprefs yourfelves, " I wifely obferved that fo it was, fof

" about eight o'clock the men faw land." Was there any

thing unwife in fuch an obfervation ? Or was there any thing

cnthufiaftical in faying, that GOD had vifited and redeemed

his people, when after we had been pinched with hunger, and

almoft ftarved, he was pleafed to give us a fight of land ?

You proceed, p. 6, to lay fomething more to my charge :

" Sometimes he fpeaks as if he had communications directly

" from the Spirit of GOD." And is it a crime for a believer,

and a minifter of JESUs, to fpeak of his having communica-

tiotis directly from the Spirit of GOD ? I thought that was

no new thing to the minifters and people in New-England^

efpecially fince fuch a remarkable revival of religion has been

vouchfafed unto them. How are believers fealed ; or how is

the divine life begun and carried on, if there be no fuch

thing as having divine communications directly from the Spi

rit of GOD ?

Again, (page ibid.) you bring a frefh accufation againft

me. " Sometimes, and indeed very frequently, he (in a moft

" enthufiaftic
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" enthufiaftic manner) applies even the hiftorical parts of"

'• fcripture paiticularly to himfelf, and his own affairs ; and

" this manner he endeavours particularly to vindicate, Ser-

" mon on Searching tht Scriptures, p. 246. of his Sermons : ' It

'* is this application of the hiftorical parts of fcripture, when

" we are reading, that muft render them profitable to us /

" and appeals to the experience of the chriftian, that if he

" hath fo confulted the word of GOD, he has not been plainly

" directed how to act, as though he had confulted the Urim

" and the Thumenirn. For in this plain and full mani.er he

" fays, p. 38. of his life ; ' The Holy Spirit hath from time

" to time let him into the knowledge of divine things, and

'' hath directed him in the minuteft circumftances.' And,

•' no doubt, hence it is, that he fays, forementioned fermon,

*' p. 247, ' That GOD, -at all times, circumftances, and

" places, though never fo minute, never fo particular, will,

" if we diligently feek the afliftance of his Holy Spirit, apply

" general things to our hearts.' Which, though it may be

" true in fpme meafure as to the doctrinal and preceptive parts

" of fcripture, yet it is evidently enthufiaftic to fay lb as to

" the hiftorical parts of it." But, however the faying fo may

appear evidently emhuhaftical to you, Gentlemen, after ma

turely weighing the cafe, it does not appear in that light to

me : fordoes not the Apoftle tell Timothy, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.

" That all fcripture (therein, undoubtedly, including the hif

torical as well as doctrinal and preceptive parts) is given by

infpiration of GOD, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,

for corre&ion and inftruction in righteoufnefs, to make the

man of GOD perfect, thoroughly furnifhed to every good-

work." And does not the fame Apoftle, fpeaking of fcripture

hiftories, fay, i Cor. x. 1 1. " Now all thefe things happened

unto them for enfamples, and they are written for our admo

nition, upon whom the ends of thekworld are-come." And if

it be evidently emhufiaftical thus to apply the hiftorical parts

of fcripture to -our own cafes in private, is it not equally en-

thufiaftical to, preach upon and apply the hiftorical parts of

fcripture to particular cafes or perfons in pablic ? And 'fur

ther, if it is evidently enthuuaftical to apply the hiftorical parts

of fcripture to our'elves and to our affairs, then fuppofmg

fuch words as thefe, " Go" in peace, Be whole of thy plague,

SOB
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Son be of good chear;" or that hiftorical paflage in John vii. 37.

fhould be applied to a particular foul in deep diftrefs, (as no

doubt they have often been) muft not that foul reject them

entirely for delufions ? And if fo, how many that are real

believers, muft be brought into unfpeakable bondage ?

Page 8, you go on thus : " To mention but one inftance

" more, though .we are not of fuch letter-learned as deny,

" that there is fuch an union of believers to CHRIST, whereby

" they are one in him, as the Father and he are one, as the

" Evangelift fpeaks, or rather the Spirit of GOD by him;

" yet fo letter-learned we are, as to fay, that the paflage in

" Mr. IV d's fermon of the indwelling of tht Spirit, p. 31 r.

" contains the true fpirit of enthufiafm, where he fays, ' To

" talk of any having the Spirit of GOD without feeling of it,

" is really to deny the thing.' Upon which we fay, that tire

" believer may have a fatisraction, that he hath the affiftance

" of ehe Spirit of GOD with him in fo continual and -regular

" a manner, that he may be fa.d to dwell in him, and yet

" have no feeling of it." But, Gentlemen, is not this in ef

fect to deny the indwelling of the Spirit ? For how is it pof-

fible that the believer can have a fatisfaition, that he hath the

affiftance of the Spirit of GOD with him in fo continued and

regular a manner, that be may be laid to dwell in him, and

yet the believer have no feeling of it ? For my part I cannot

comprehend it. 1 could as foon believe the docTrine of tran-

fut/iantiatien, and therefore cannot retract what you are pleafed

to fay contains the true fpirit of enthufiafm, " To talk of

" any having the Spirit of Goo without feeling it, is really

" to deny the thing." The reafon you give why the Spirit of

GOD may dwell in a believer, and yet the believer himfelf

have no feeling of it; in my apprehenfton carries no proof

•nd conviction with it at all. I think you reafon thus, page ib.

" The metaphor is much too grofs to exprefs (however full)

" this fatisfaction of the mind, and has led fome to take theex-

" preffion literally, and hath (we fear) given great fatisfaction

" to many an enthufiaft among us fince the year 1740, from

'' the fwelling of their breafts and ftomachs in their religious

" agitations, which they have thought to be feeling the Spirit,

'' in its operations on them." Who thefe enthufiafts, and

what thefe religious .agitations are which you are pleafed to

VOL. IV. O - mention

36
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mention, I cannot tell : neither do I know by whom this

metaphor of feeling the Spirit, has been mifunderftood, or

taken in too grofs a fenfe. But fuch a way of fpeaking and

writing is very common amongft the moft eminent divines, as

well as in the articles of the Church of England. In her lyth

article fhe fpeaks thus : " As the godly confideration of pre-

'' deftination and our eletfion in CHRIST is full of fweet,

" pleafant, and unfpeakable comfort to godly perfons, and fuch

'' asfeel in themfilvei the working of the Spirit or CHRIST,&C."

Mr. Gutbrif, in his Trial of a faving Intertjl in CHRIST, p. log.

and which ufed to be Dr. Owen's Vade mecunt, hath this re

markable paragraph : " I fpeak with the experience of many

" faints, and I hope according to fcripture, if I fay<here is

" a communication of the Spirit of GOD which is let out to

" fome of his people fometimes, that is fomewhat befide, if

" not beyond, that witneffing of a fonfhip fpoken of before.

" It is a glorious manifeftation of GOD unto the foul, fhed-

" ding abioad GOD'S love in the heart. It is a thing better

" felt than fpoken of : it is no audible voice, but it is a flafli

" of glory filling the foul with GOD, as he is life, light,

" love, and liberty, countervailing that audible voice, ' O

" man greatly beloved,' Dan. x. 19. putting a man in a

'' tranfport with this on his heart, ' It is good to be here,'

" as Mattb. xvii. 5. It is that which went out from CHRIST

" to Mary, when he but mentioned her name, John xx. 16.

" ' JESUS faith unto her, Mary: fhc turneth herfelf and faith

" unto him, Rabboni, which is to fay, Mafter.' He had

" fpoken fome words to her before, and fhe underftood

" not that it was he ; but when he uttereth this one

" word, Mary, there was fome admirable divine conveyance

" and manifestation made out unto her heart, by which fhc

" was fo fatisfyingly filled, that there was no place for argu-

" ing and difputing whether or no that was CHRIST, and

" if fhe had any intereft in him. That manifeftaticn made

" faith to itfelf ; and did purchafe credit and truft to itfelf,

" and was equivalent with, ' Thus faith the LORD.' This is

" fuch a glance of glory, that it may in the higheft fenfe be

" called the earneft, or firft fruits of the inheritance, Eph. i. 14.

" for it is a felt arm-full of the holy GOD." Worthy Mr.

Baxter, in his Gildas Sifoianus, p. 40.' fpealsing of the danger

. a of
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Of minifters preaching an unknown and unfelt CHRIST, writes

thus : " O Sirs, all your preaching and perfuading of others,

" will be but dreaming and trifling hypocrify, till the work

" be thoroughly done upon yourfelves. How can you fet

•' yourfelves day and night to a work) that your carnal hearts

'' are averfe from-?- How can you call out with ferious fer-

" vour upon poor fuihers, with importunate felicitations; to

" take heed of fin, and to fet themfelves to a holy lift) that

" never felt yourfi-lves the evil of fin, or the worth of holi-

" neft i 1 tell you, thefe things are never well known till

" they are/*//, nor well felt till pcffeffed: and be that fecleth

" them not liimfelt, is not fo 1 ke to ipeak feelingly to others,

'' nor to help otners to the feeling of them." Thus wrote

Mr. Guthrie and Mr. Baxter i and even the Reverend Prcfident

himfelf, in his fermon before the convention, May 28, 1^41,

p. 34. hath thefe words ; " Not but that the faints mayfee! this

" very fenfibly, and it is a joy unfpeakable and full of glory."

But if fuch a way of writing difpleafes you now, and you are

of the opinion, " That a believer may have a faiisfa6tion, that

" he hath the affiftance of the Spirit of GOD with him, in fo

" continual and regular a manner, that he may be faid to

" dwell in him, and yet have no feeling of it," I cannot

wonder, Gentlemen, that my writings are offenfive; be-

caufe, as you obferve at the end of this paragraph p. 8, my

eompofitions are, and I hope always will be, full of thefa

things. •

You clofe your proofs of my being an enthujiaj}, with thefe

words, 'f The whole tends to perfuade the world (and it has

" done fo with refpect to many) that Mr. W. hath' as fami-

" liar a converfc and communion with GOD, as any of the

'' Prophets and ApofUes, and fuch, as we all acknowledge to

" have been under the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft." What

tendency my writings may have to make people think fo

highly of me, I cannot determine : but this I affirm, that I

woulJ not have undertaken to preach the gofpel for ten thou-

fand worlds, had 1 not been fully perfuaded that I had a de

gree of that Spirit, and was admitted to a degree of that holy

and familiar converfe and communion with GOD, which the

Prophets and Apoftles were favoured with, in cemmon with

all believers. And if this had not been the cafe, fhbuld I not,

O 2 Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, have lied to GOD as well as unto man, when I

declared at my "ordination, that " I was inwardly moved by

" the Holy Ghoft," who, I believe, according to CHRIST'S

promife, will be with every faithful minifter (and fo as to be

felt too) even to_the end of the world. , ,

" A . a natural confequence of the heat of enthufiafm, by

" which (you are pleafed to fay) be was fo evidently acted ;

in a following paragraph, p. 8. you fay, " In the next place,

'-' we look upon Mr. Wbitefield as an untharitabU, cenforious,

V and jianderoui man;" habitually fuch, for that is the idea

your words I'eem to convey. But, Gentlemen, does it follow

that Peter could properly be ftiled a curfing, fwcaring man,

becaufe with oaths and curies he denied his LORD ? Or could

David, that man after GOD'S own heart, be properly ftiled a

murdering adulterous man, becaule he committed adultery

with Bathjheba, and murdered her hufband Uriah ? Or, can

a believer be ftiled properly an hypocrite, becaufe he has yet

got a great deal of hypocrify remaining in his heart? I fup-

pofe, by no means. No more, according to my apprehenfions,

can any man be juftly called an uncharitable, cenforious, and

ilanderous man, if he be not habitually fo -e fuppofing it fhould

be proved either from his writings or conduct, that he may

have been fomewhat rafh or uncharitable in his judgment

pafled upon fome particular perfons or things.

. But how, Gentlemen, do you prove this charge, That I

am an uncharitable, flanderous man ? Why, p. 9. " From

•' his monftraus reflections upon the great and good Archbifhop

" Tiilitfaa, (as Dr. Increafe Mather ftiles him) comparing his

'' fcrmorts to the conjuring books which the Apoftle per-

'' fuaded the people to deftroy." But this, I humbly appre

hend, does not prove that I caft reflections, which you call

monftrous, upon Archbifhop Tillotfon as to his perfonal charac

ter, but only his books, which Dr. Increafe Mather himfelft

as I have been informed by the Reverend Mr. Gee, who was

brought up under his miniftry, and directed by him in his

ftudies, conftantly warned the ftudents againft. And by the

way, I cannot but obferve, that this holy venerable man of

GO1?,, E^r. .jncreafe Mather, if we may credit the writer of his

lite, dealt as much in imprcflions and inward fedings, as the

pejfon againft whom you arc pleafed to publifh this teftimony.

And



C 213 j

And though he might call the Archbifhop a great and

man for his eminency in ftatiorr, and great generofity and

moderation towards the DifTenters, yet I believe he never

called' him a great and good divine ; nor d$> I think he would

blame me for what I have faid concerningl\Mf- G- », and

Mr. H n. \

But that which affords you the greateft occafion to denomi

nate me a cenforious, uncharitable, and flanderous man, and

which I apprehend chiefly ftirs up your refentment againft me

is, to make ufe of your own e;cpreffion, p. g. " My reproach-

" ful reflections upon the Society which is immediately under

" our care." I think the reflections are thefe : " And as far

" as I could gather from fome who well knew the ftate of it,

" [the College] not far fuperior to our Univerfities in 'piety

'' and true godlinefs. Tutors neglect to pray with, and ex-

*' amine the hearts of the pupils ; difcipline is at too low an

" ebb ; bad bosks are become fafhionable among them ; Til~

*' lotfon and Clarke are read, inftead of Shepard, Standard, and

'' fuch like evangelical writers." And, Gentlemen, were

not thefe things fo at the time when I wrote ? Wherein then,

in writing thus, have I flandered Harvard College ? But then

you fay, p. K>, he goes further ftill, when he fays, p. 96,

both of Tale College, as well as ours : ' '' As fqr the Univerfities,

" I believe it may be faid, Their light is now become dark-

'' nefs, darknefs that may be felt." And muft it not be fo,

•when tutors neglect to pray with, and examine the hearts of

the pupils, &c. And this is all I meant. For I had no idea

of reprefenting the Colleges in fuch a deplorable ftate of im

morality and irreligion, as you, Gentlemen, in your teftimony,

feem to object. I meant no more, than what the Reverend

President meant, when fpeaking of the degeneracy of the

times, in his fcrmon at the annual convention of minifters,

May 28, i 741, he adds, " But, alas ! how is the gold become

'' dim, and the moft fine gold changed ! We have loft our

" firft love : and though religion is ftill in fafhion with us,

" yet it is evident, that the power of it is greatly decayed."

However, I am forry, I publifhed my private informations,

though from credible perfons, concerning the colleges, to the

world : and afljre you, that I fhould be glad to find, the Re

verend Prefident was not miftaken when he undertook, frnrn

O 3 his
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his own examination of things, feven months after, to " afore

tc that venerable audience on the day of the convention, that

" their fociety hath not deferved the afperfions which have of

'' late been made upon it, either as to the principles there pre-

" valent, or the books there read :" and aflure you further,

that what he adds is tiuc in refpect of me, " That fuch .-.«

" have given out a difadvantageous report of us, have done it

'' in a godly jealoufy for the churches of CHRIST, which are

" fupplied from us." I would blels GOD, and at the fame

time, I would afk pai-don for the miftake, if I was mifhken

therein ; for I unfeignedly wifh your profperity, and there

fore was as willing to publifh the reformation in the College,

as ever I was to fpeak of its declenfion. From thence may

there always proceed thofe ftreams, which may make glad the

city of our Got) !

To procetd : again you fay, p. u. '' We think it highly

" proper to bear our tcftimony againft Mr. Wbitefieldt as we

" look up-jn him to be a deluder of the people. And here we

" mean more efpecially, as to the collections of money,

" which, when here before, by an extraordinary mendicant

" faculty, he almoft extertt4 from the people/' Extorted

from the people ? How, Gentlemen, could that be, when it

was a public contribution ? I never heard the people them-

felves make any fuch objection. Nor did I ever fee people, in

all appearance, offer more willingly : they feemed to be thofe

chearful givers, whom GOD declares he approves of. You go

on to prove me a deluder thus : " As the argument he then

*' ufed was, ' The fupport and education of his dear lambs at

" the Orphan-houfe,' who (he told us, he hoped) might, in

** tirqe, preach the gofpel to us and to our children ; fo it is

'? not to be doubted, that the people were greatly encouraged

" to give him largely of their fubftance, fuppofing they were

" to be qnder the immediate tuition and inftruction of him-

" felf, as he ihen mad« them to believe ; and had not this

" been their thought, it is, to us, without all peradventure,

?' they would never have been perfuaded to any confiderable

" contribution upon that held ; and this notwithflanding, he

?' hath fcarce feen them for thefe four years." But how does

all this prove me a deluder of the people? For caiv it be

proved, that wb,;u wa.s gallefted., was r,ot made ufe of for the

fupport
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fupport and education of the dear lambs at the Orphan-houfe ?

Or did I promife that any of thefe dear lambs fhould come in

four years time to preach in New-England ? Or did 1 in the

leaft intimate that I had a defign to be always refident at the

Orphan-houfe ? And if by various and unexpected interpo-

frtions of Providence, l have been prevented feeing them thefe

four years, can I help that ? " And befides, you fay, he hath

" left the care of them with a perfon, whom the contributors

" know nothing of." I fuppofe, Gentlemen, you mean Mr.

Barber, But do thefe contributors know nothing of him ?

Did I not mention him publicly at the time of collecting, as

one of their own countrymen, and one bred up in one of their

own colleges ? Was he not with me in perfon ? And did I

not again and again declare, that he was to be intrufted with

the education and fpiritual concerns of the children and fa

mily ? Afluredly I did. But you add, " And we ourfelves

" have reafon to believe that he is little better than a Quaker."

What reafon, Gentlemen, you may have thus to judge of

him, I cannot tell, but I have great reafon to believe he is a

thorough Calvinift, and a dear man of Gon, much acquainted

with the divine life, and fweetly taught rightly to divide the

word of truth. I heartily 'wifh all that had the care of youth,

were like-minded, whatever name you are pleafed to give him.

But you fay, " Furthermore, the account which Mr. IV

" hath given the world of his difburfements of the feveral

" contributions, for the ufe of his Orphan-houfe, (wherein"

" there are feveral large articles, and fome of about a thou-

" fand pounds our currency charged in a very fummary way,

" 'For fundries,' no mention being made therein what the

" fum was expended for, nor to whom it was paid) is by no

" means fatisfactory." Would you not, Gentlemen, have

done well to have faid, by no means fatisfai3ory to us ? For,

I am well perfuaded moft of ihe contributors depended on my

veracity, and wouid have been fatisfied as to themfelvcs,

though I had given no account of the difburfements at all.

Befides, Gentlemen, did you ever fee an account of that na

ture more particular ? Is that of the Society for propagating

the gofpel more fo? Or would you yourfelves, Gentlemen,

be more particular, fuppofmg an account of what has been

04 \ received
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received and difburfed for Harvard-College, fliould ever be re

quired at your hands ?

The manner of my preaching you feem, p. 12. " as much

" to difhke, and bound to bear a teftimony againft, as the man

" hirnfelf.", And why ? becaufe it is extempore preaching.

This, to ufe your own words, p. ibid, " We think by no

" means proper ; for that it is impoffible that any man fhould

" be able to manage any argument with that ftrength, or

" any inftruction with that clearnefs in an extempore man-

'' ner, as he may with fludy and meditation." But, Gentle

men, does extempore preaching exclude ftudy and meditation ?

Timothy, I believe, was an extempore preacher, and yet the

Apoftle advifes him to give himfelf to reading : and I am of

Luther's opinion, that ftudy, prayer, meditation, and tempta-

tion, are neceflary for a minifter of CHRIST. Now you fay,

" Mr. W evidently fhows, that he would have us believe

" his difcourfes arc extempore." And fo they are, if you

mean that they arc fiot written down, and that 1 preach with

out notes : but they are not extempore, if you think that I

preach.always without ftudy and meditation. Indeed, Gen

tlemen, I love to ftudy, and delight to meditatev when I have

opportunity, and yet would go irtto the pulpit by no means

depending on my fludy and meditation, butr- on the blefled

Spirit of GOD, who I believe now, as well as formerly, fre

quently gives his minifters utterance, and enables them to

preach with fuch wifdom, that all their advirfaries are not

able to gainfay or refift. This, I think, is fo far from being

a lazy manner of preaching, and the preacher in doing thus, is

fo far from offering that which ccjl him nothing, as ynu object,

page ibid, that I have generally obferved, extempore preachers

are the moft fervent, laborious preachers, and I believe (at

leaft I fpeak for myfelf who have tried both ways) that it

cofts them as much, if not more clofe and folemn thought, as

well as faith and confidence in GOD, as preaching by notes.

And however you are plaafed to add, page ibid, that this way

of preaching " is little inftructive to the mind, ftill lefs co-

•' gent to the reafonable powers," yet, I believe it is the

preaching which GOD hath much honoured, and has been

frequently attended wkh very great fuccefs in many ages of

the chrhlian church. A"d if we may pray, I fee no reafon

6 why
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wtiy we nray not preach extempore. The rafhncfs of fome of

my expreffions, as well as the dangerous errors, which you are

pleafed to fay, p. 13, have been vented in my extempore dif-

courfes, I humbly apprehend, are no fufficieht objections

again ft extempore preaching itfelf ; bccaufe we often fee, that

thofe who preach by notes, and write too, as may be fuppofed,

with ftudy and meditation, are guilty of as rafh expreffions,

and vent as dangerous errors, as thofe who, you fay, preach

either without ftudy or meditation. What the dangerous

errors are, that have been vented in my extempore difcourfes,

you have not thought proper to fpecify, unlefs it be that once

or twice through miftdke I faid, " That CHRIST loves un-

*' regenerate ftnners with a love of complacency ; nay, and

" that GOD loves finners as finner?." Thefe were indeed

unguarded exprcffions ; but I recalled it publicly as foon as I

was made fenfible of my miftake : and I think too before your

teftimony againft me was publifhed. Were thefe my fettled

principles, I would agree with you in your enlargement upon

it, p. 13, " Which, if it be not an unguarded expreffion,

" muft be a thoufand times worfe ; for we cannot look upon

" it as much lefs than blafphemy, and fhows him to be

" ftronger in the Antinomibn fcheme, than moft of the profef-

" fors of that herefy themfelves." But as it was only a lapfus

lingua, and the whole current of my preaching and writing

was, and is directly contrary to fuch principles, I would not

have you, Gentlemen, by thus reprefenting me as an Antino-

minn, enroll yourfclves in the number of thofe " that make a

man an offender for a word, and lay a fnare for them that

fpeak in the gate." Indeed, Gentlemen, I utterly deteft An-

tinomianifm, both in principle and practice-. And though you

are pleafed to fay, " That it is not unlikely, and that it is to'

" be fufpected, (that I am an Antinomian) becaufe the ex-

" preffion was repeated ; and when he was taxed with it by

•'. a certain gentleman, he made no retraction :*' yet I did, I

I thought, what amounted to it : for when he told me of my

miftake, (if we underftand the fame gentleman) I bowed ai.d

thanked him for his kind information : as I would willingly

do all, who at any time are fo kind as to come in the fpirit of

meeknefs, to tell me of my fauhs, and freely converfe with

me face to face.

• Laftly,-



Laftly, you are plcafed to fay, page ibid, "We think it

'•' our duty to bear our ftrongeft teftimony againft that itine-

" rant way of preaching, which this Gentleman was the firft

'' promoter of among us, and ftill delights to continue in."

Now by an itinerant preacher (you fay) " We underftand

''. one that hath no peculiar charge of his own, but goes about

'' from country to country, or from town to town, in any

'' country, and flands ready to preach to any congregation

" that (tall call him to it : and fuch a one is Mr. i¥ ."

I own the charge; and am willing to put the cafe on the

fame iffue as you do, p. 14 : " Indeed if there were any thing

" leading to this manner of management, in the directions

" and infirm lions given either by Our Saviour or his Apoftles,

" we ought to be Client, and fo would a man of any modefty ;

" if (on the other hand) there be nothing in the New-Tefta-

" ment leading to it. And furely (you add) Mr. IV-

" will not have the face to pretend he acts now as an evange-

" li/l." But indeed, Gentlemen, I do, if by an evangelift

you mean, what the fcripture I prefume means, " One who

" hath no particular charge of his own, but goes about from

" country to country, or from town to town, in any country,

" and ftands ready to preach to any congregation that fhall

" call him to it." For does not that general commiffion given

by our LORD to his Apoftles, " Go ye into all the world,

and preach the gofpel to every creature," authorize the mini-

fters of CHRIST, " even to the end of the world," to preach

the gofpel in any town and country, though not of their own

head, yet whenever or wherever Providence fhould open a door,

even though it fhould be in a place " where officers are al-

'' ready fettled, and the gofpel is fully and faithfully preached."

This, I humbly apprehend, is every gofpel minifter's indifput-

able privilege, and therefore cannot judge that it is. being

wife above what is written, to give it as my opinion, as you

fay I have done, p. 14. " That itinerant preaching may be

" very convenient for the furtherance of the good of the

" churches, if it were under a good regulation.". For. itine

rant preaching is certainly founded upon the word of GOD,

and has been agreeably approved of, and practifed by many

good men, with great and happy fuccefs both in ancient and

later times ? Was not the reformation begun amf carried on

by



by .itinerant preaching ? Were not Knox, Welch, If^tjhart, and

thofe holy men of GOD, feveral of the good cjd puritans, itine

rant preachers ? Are not itinerants fent forth by the focieties

for propagating the gofpel and promoting chriftian knowledge

both in England, Scetland and Denmark? And did not holy

Mr. Baxter in his appendix to his Gildas Salvianas or Re

formed Pn/ior, in conjunction with others, earnellly and with

weighty reafons recommend itinerant preaching, even where

the gofpel was fully and faithfully preached, in 1&57? Which

is expreffed in the following terms :

*' To the Reverend and faithful Mintflers of CHRIST In tbt

fevcral Counties of this Land, and the Gentlemen and other

nativet efeach County, nnv inhabiting the City a/1" London.

'' Reverend and heloved Brethren,

'T'HE whole defign and bufmefs of this difcourfc, being

the propagation of the gofpel, and the faving of men's

fouls, I have thought it not unmeet to acquaint you with

another work to that end, which we have fet on foot in this

county, and to propound it to your confideration, and humbly

invite you to an univerfal imitation. You know, I doubt not,'

the great inequality in minifterial abilities, and that many

places have miniirers that are not qualified with convincing,

lively, awakening gifts : fome muft be tolerated in the necef-

fity of the church, that are not likely to do any great matters

towards the converfion of ignorant, fenfual, worldly men:

and fome that are learned, able men, and fitted for controver-

fie?, may yet b« unfit to deal with thofe of the lower fort. I

fuppofe if you perufe the whole miniftry of a county, you will

not find fo many and fuch lively, convincing preachers as we

could wifh. And I take it for granted, that you are fenfible

of the weight of eternal things, and of the worth of fouls \

and that you will judge it a very defirable thing that every

man fhould be employed according to his gifts, and the gofpel

in its light and power fhould be made as common, as poffible

we can : apon thefe and many the like confiderations, the

minifters in this county refolved to chufe out four of the moft

lively, yet fober, peaceable, orthodox men, and defire them

once
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once a month to leave their own congregations, to the affiftanco

of fome other, and to beftow their labour in the places where

they thought there was moft need ; and as we were refolving

upon this work, the natives of this county, inhabiting the

city of Londw, having a cuftom of feafting together once a

year, and having at their feaft collected fome monies by con

tribution, for the maintaining of a weekly leflure in this coun

ty, (befides other good works) did (by their ftewards) defire

us to fet up the faid lecture, and to difpofe of the faid monies

in order thereto: and their judgments upon confultation did

correfpond with our defign. So that the faid money, being

fufficient to fatisfy another, that fhall in their abfence preach

in their own places, we employ it accordingly, and have pre

vailed with fome brethren to undertake this work.

I propound to your confidcration, Reverend Brethren, and to

you, the natives of each county, in London, whether the fame

work may not tend much to the edification of the church, and

the welfare of fouls, if you will be pleafed fpeedily and effec

tually to fet it on foot through the land ? Whether it may

not, by GOD'S bleffing, be a likely means to illuminate the

ignorant, and awaken the fecure, and countermine feducers,

and hinder the ill fuccefs of Satan s itinerants, and win over

many fouls to CHRIST, and fhblifh many weak ones in the

faith ? And not doubting but your judgments wilbapprove of

the defign, I humbly move, that you will pleafe to contribute

your faculties to the work ; that the Londoners of each county

will be pleafed to manifeft their benevolence to this end, and

commit the monies to the hands of the moft faithful* orthodox

minifters, and that they will readily and felf-denyingly under

take the work.

I hope the Gentlemen, (natives of this county, will be

pleafed to pardon my jmblifhing their example, feeing jmy

end is only the promoting of men's falvation, and the common

good.

And that you may more fully underftand the fcope of our

defign, I fhall annex the letters directed to the feveral mi'

,nifters of the county, which the lecturers fend to the minifters

of the place, and receive his anfwer, before they prefume to

preach in any congregation."
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«' To all the reft of the Mini/i»rs of the Gifpel in this County, our

Reverend and behved Brethren, grace and peace in our LORD

JESUS CHRIST.

" Reverend Brethren,

communication of the heavenly evangelical light, for

the glory of our Redeemer, in the converfion, edification

and falvation of men's fouls, is that which we are bound to by

many obligations, as chriftians, and as minifters of CHRIST,

for his church, and therefore muft needs be felicitous thereof:

and it is that which the fpirit of grace, where it abideth,

doth proportionably difpofe the heart to defire: by convictions

of the excellency and neceffity of this work, and of our own

duty in order thereto, and by the excitation of undeferved

grace, our hearts are carried out to long after a more general

and effectual illumination and faving converfion of the inha

bitants of this county in which we live : which while we were

but entering upon a confultation to promote, it pleafed GoD

(without our knowledge of it) to.put the fame thoughts into

the hearts of others. The natives of this County of Worccfter

who dwell in London, meeting at a feaft, (as is their yearly

ufe) collected a fum of money for the fetting of eight poor

boys to trades, and towards the maintaining of a weekly lec

ture, and have committed the execution of this laft, to our

care : and upon confultation with their ftewards, and among

ourfelves, both they and we are fatisfied, that a mweable leeJutt

on the Lord's-day is the likelieft way for the improvement

of their charity, to the attainment of their ends. For, ;ft,

many people through poverty cannot, and many through neg-*

ligence will not come to a week day's lecture : experience

telleth us, that fuch are ufually attended but little by thofe.

that have the greateft need : zdly, and thus the benefit toay

extend to more, than if it were fixed in one place.

We have therefore defired our reverend and dear brethren,

Mr. Andrew Trt/lram, minifter at Chut, Mr. Henry Oafland,

minifter
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ttiinifter at Beivdley, and Mr. Thomas Baldwin, miniflcr at

Wolverly, and Mr. Jofcph Treble, minifter at Clmrch Lench, to

undertake this work, and that each of them will be pleafcd

every fourth Lord's-day to preach twice in thofe places, whers

they fhall judge their labours to be moft neceflary : and as we

doubt not but their own congregations will fo far confent for

the good of others ; fo do we hereby requeft of you our bre

thren, that when any of them fhall offer their labours for your

congregations, in preaching the faid lecture, you will receive

them, and to your power further them in the work. For as

we have no thoughts of obtruding their help upon you, with

out your confent, fo we cannot but undoubtedly expect, that

men fearing GOD, and defiring their people's everlafting good,

will chearfully and gratefully entertain fuch affiflancc. And

we hope, that none will think it needlefs, or take it as an

accufing the miniftry of infufficiency : for the LORD doth

varioufly beftow his gifts : all that are upright are not equally

fitted for the work: and many that are learned, judicious, and

more able to teach the riper fort, are yet lefs able to con-

defcend to the ignorant, and fo convincingly and fervently to

rouze up the fecure, as fome that are below them in other

qualifications : and many that are able in both rclpccts, have

a barren people ; and the ableft hare found by experience that

GOD hath fometimes bleft the labours of a ftranger to do that,

which their own hath not done. We befeech you therefore

interpret not this as an accufation of any, which proceedeth

from the charity of our worthy country-men in LfnJon, and

from the earneft deiires of them and us, to further the falva-

tion of as many as we can: And that you may have nojea-

loufies of the perfons deputed to this work ; we allure you

that they are approved men, orthodox, fober, peaceable, and

of upright lives, happily qualified for their minifterial work,

and zealous and induftrious therein ; and fo far from being

likely to fow any errors or caufe divifions, or to draw the

hearts of people from their own faithful Paftors, that they

will be forward to affift you againft any fuch diftempers in

your flocks. Not doubting therefore, but as you ferve the

fame Mafter, and are under the fame obligations as we, fo

as many as are heartily addicted to his la vice, will readily

promote



promote fo hopeful a work, we commend you and your

labours to the bleffing of the LORD.

Your brethren and fellow-labourers in the work of

the golpel.

Kldermifljler. ,

In the name and at the defire of the minifters of

:. this aflbciation.

Evejham. Richard Baxter, John Boraftan, Jarvis Bryant.

In the name of the minifters of this aflbciation.

Giles Colliert George Hopkins, John Dolphin"

This is and fhall be my endeavour, and was fo when I

was here laft, my confcience alfo bearing me witnefs in the

Holy Ghoft, notwithftanding fome of my exprefllons have

been made to fpeak things, and convey ideas which I never

intended. And therefore, Gentlemen, judge ye, whether you

have faid right in p. nth, " And now is it poffible, that

" we fhould not look upon him (Mr. W,} as the blameablc

•' caufe of ail the quarrels on the account of religion, which

" the churches are now engaged in : and this not only on ac-

" coune of bis own behaviour, but alfo as the coming of thofe

" htt men afterwards (who together with the exhorters that

" accompanied them, cultivated the fame uncharitable dif-

" pofitions in our churches) was wholly owing to his influence

" and example ?" Is this, Gentlemen, a fair way of arguing?

Is it not enough for me to anfwer for myfelf, without having

the faults of others that came after me, laid to my charge alfo?

Did not the papifts as juftly, who charged Luther with all the

imprudencies of his adherents, and the confufions that attend

ed the reformation ? Befides, I do not underftand, . who you

mean by thofe hot men. Surely youtlo not include the reve

rend Mr. Tennent. GOD did make me an inftrument of fend-

•ing him to Ntw-England. I thank him for it, as I believe

feveral of Harvard College, many minifters, and thoufands of

the common people, in the feveral parts of New-England, will

be found to do, through the ages of eternity. As for others,

I knew nothing of their coming, neither do I well know who

you mean, and confequently can be no more juftly charged

with their mifconduct, than the firft founder of Harvard 6V-

Up
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kgt can be charged with all the bad principles and practicej

which any of the members of that fociety have been guilty of,

lince his deceafe. That Mr. Tennent's labours and mine were

remarkably blefled, the reverend Mr. Prefident himfelf teftified

in the fore- men lioned fermon, page 23, wherein are thefe

words : " Indeed thofe two pioia and valuable men of God, who

" have been lately labouring more abundantly among us, have

" been greatly inftrumental in the hands of GOD, to revive

" this blefled work ; and many, no doubt, have been favingly

'' converted from the error of their ways, many more have

" been convicted, and ail have been in fome meafure roufed

•' from their lethargy." And even in this teftimony, you are

all pleafcd to fay, page 3, that " by a certain faculty which

" he hath of raifmg the paffions, he hath been a means of

" roofing many from their ftupidity, and fetting them on

" thinking, whereby fome may have been made really better."

And if th«fe tilings are fo ; if many have been roufed from

their ftupidity, and made really better ; if the blefled work of

GOD was revived, and there is no doubt but many have been

favingly converted from the error of their ways, many more

convicted, and all in fome meafure roufed from their lethargy ;

is it to be wondered ar, that many of the people fhould be

ftrongly attached to fuch an inftrument, though it fhould be

moft evident (as you fay, p. ibid.) " that he hath not any fu-

" perior talent at inftructing the mind, or fhewing the force

" and energy of thofe arguments for a religious life, which

'' are directed to in the everlafting gofpel ?" For, is it not

natural for people to love their fpiritual Father? Would not

the Galatians have plucked out even their own eyes, and have

given them to Paul? And is it not the bounden duty of all

that love JESUs, to love thofe who labour in the word and

doctrine, and are made greatly inftrumental in the hands of

GOD to revive his blefled work amongft them? And fuppofing

that they have not any fuperior talent at inftru&ing the mind,

&c. ought they not the more to thank and adore the fove-

reignty of their heavenly Father, who fends by whom he will

fend, and chufes the weak things of this world to confound

the fttong, and hides thofe things from the wife and prudent,

which he is pleafed to reveal unto babes ?

Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, I profefs myfelf a Calvin!/} as to principle, and

preach no other doctrines than thofe which your pious ancef-

tors%, and the founders of Harvard College, preached long be

fore I was born. And I am come to New-England, with no

intention to meddle with, much lefs to deftroy the order of the

New-England churches, or turn out the generality of their

minifters, or re-fettle them with minifters from England, Scot

land, and Ireland, as hath been hinted in a late letter written

by the reverend Mr. Clap, Rector of Tale-College: fuch a

thought never entered my heart ; neither, as I know of, has

my preaching the leaft tendency thereunto. I am determined

to know nothing among you, but JESUS CHRIST and him."

crucified. I have no intention of fetting up a party for myfelf,

or to ftir up people againft their Paftors. Had not illnefs pre

vented, I had fome weeks ago departed out of thefe coafts.

But as it is not a feafon of the year for me to undertake a

very long journey, and I have reafon to think the great GOD

daily blefles my poor labours, I think it my duty to comply

with the invitations that are fent me; and, as I am enabled,

to be inftant in feafon and out of feafon, and to preach among

poor finners the unsearchable riches of JESUS CHRIST. This

indeed I delight in. It is my meat and my drink. I eftcem

it more than my neceflary food. This I think I may do, as

a minifter of the King of kings, and a fubject to his prefent

Majefty King George, upon whofe royal head I pray GOD,

the crown may long flcuiifh. And as I have a right to preach,

fo I humbly apprehend the people, as chriftians, as men, and

New-England men in particular, have a right to invite and

hear. If pulpits fhould be fhut, blefTed be GOD ! the fields

are open, and I can go without the camp, bearing the Re

deemer's facred reproach : this I am ufed to, and glory in ;

believing that if I fuffer for it, I fhall fuffer for righteoufnefs

fake. At the fame time I defire to be humbled, and afk public

pardon for any rafh word I have dropped, or any thing I have

written or done amifs. This leads me alfo to afk forgivenefs,

Gentlemen, if I have done you or your fociety, in my journaj,

any wrong. Be pleafed to accept unfeigned thanks for all

tokens of refpect you fhewed me when here laft. And if you

have injured me in the tcflimony you have publifhed againft
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me and my conduct (as I think, to fay no more, you really

have) it is already forgiven without afking, by Gentlemen,

Your affectionate humble fervant,

P. S. I have been obliged to be very brief, on account

of the variety of bufinefs in which I am neceflarily engaged,

and my daily calls to preach the everlafting gofpel.

REMARKS
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ON A

PAMPHLET,
• t

ENTITLED,

The Enthufiafm of METHODISTS

and PAPISTS compared ;

WHEREIN

Several Miftakes in fome Parts of my pall Writings
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REMARKS,

S I R,

I Have perufed your anonymous Pamphlet ; and though uport

Come accounts it does not defcrve an anfwcr, yet, as it

may ferve a good purpofe, and be a means of ratifying fame

miftakes, I fhall trouble you with a few remarks upon it.

Who, or what you are, the world is left to guefs. If a

clergyman, you have done well to conceal yourfelf, the whok

Jirain of your performance difcovering a levity unbecoming

fuch a character. You yourfelf feern confcious of its need

ing an apology: for in your preface, after having juft hinted

at the " extravagant frtaks of Methodifm" you add, " And

" if in proving it, I am fometimes guilty of a levity of expref-

" fion, 'tis to be hoped fome allowance will be made, in con-

" federation of the nature of the fubpct, it being no eafy mat-

" ter to keep one's countenance, and be fteadily ferious, whertf

" others are ridiculous." Aflure yourfelf, Sir, I fhall make

all the allowance you can reafonably de-fire ; but at the fame

time muft obfefve to you, that if others are ridiculous, that is

no rcafon why you fhould make yourfelf fo ; and if recover

ing the perfons concerned out of their extravagant freaks, be

only a remote defign of your compofition,you have unhappily

fixed upon a moft improbable, ineffectual remedy ; I mean,

irreligious banter.

However this be, your principal defign is obvious, " As a

" caution to all Proteftant?, to draw a comparifon betweert

•' the wild and pernicious ENTHUSIASMS of fome of the moft

" eminent Saints in the Popijh communion, and thofe of the Me-

*l tbadiftt in our own country :" And who thofe eminent

*' faints are you fpecify, page 9 fect. 2. " the moft wild, and

*' extravagant, the moft ridiculous ftrolling, fanatical, deli-

*' rious, and mifchievous of all the faints in the Remi/b com-

P 3 munion."
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'' munion." For otherwife, you fay, " the parallel would not

" hold, but come off" defective ; the whole conduct of the Me-

" thud ills (not any one branch, it feems, to be excepted) be

" ing but a counter- part of the moft wild fanaticifm of the moft

': abominable communion," in its moft corrupt ages. Vid,

Pref. This is avowedly your principal defign (which though

I think fomewhat too reftrained to anfwer exactly to your

title page) muft be acknowledged to be a very expedient one ;

if, befides cautioning proteftants, you intended, at the fame

time, to expofe the Methodift?, and to have them looked upon

and treated as Papifts.

How you have fucceeded in this attempt, will appear when

we come to examine the parallel you have drawn between

them. To this I fhall confine myfelf, and confequently, on

purpofe, omit making any direct reply to the account you

give of the Montanfis ; it being not only quite foreign to the

title page and principal defign of your tract (as you fay,

" they arofe in the fecond century, before popery had a be-

" ins,") hut at the beft very precarious, being not founded

upon writings of their own, which, as you inform us, are long

fince loft.

To come then to your more direct comparifon between

fopijh and methodtjlical entbuftqfts : " From a commifcration

•' or horror, arifmg from the grievous corruptions of the

'' world, perhaps from a real motive of fincere piety, they

" both fet out with warm pretences to reformation :" page

10. feiSK 2. And is not this commendable, whether in Me

thod! lts or in Papifts ? Or ought any one, think you, to take

upon him holy orders, and witnefs that good confeffion be

fore many witnelTes, " That he is inwardly moved thereto by

" the Holy Ghoft," without having a real motive of fincere

piety, and a warm intention at leaft (if that be what you mean

by a pretence) to promote, as much as in him lies, a real re

formation ? If by pretence, you would have us underftand a

mere hypocritical pretence, you are then guilty of a felf-con-

tradiction : for how can pretence and reality be reconciled ?

Which of the two was the cafe of the Methodifts at their nrft

fetting out, if you pleafe, we will leave to the great day, to

be determined by Him who is appointed to be judge of quick

and dead; to whom alone all hearts are -open, all defires

known,
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known, and from whom no fecrets are hid. Actions are coj-

nizable by us, and not intentions. Let us fee how your pa

rallel holds good in refpe&'to thefe.

" For the better advancement of their purpofes, both,

" commonly (you fay, page n. fection 4.) begin their ad-

" ventures with field preaching. In which particular, though

" the practice of the Methodifts be notorious, it may not be

?' amifs to produce fome of their own words, were it only for

" the fake of the comparifon." But, good Sir, ought any

one, merely for the fake of making a comparifon, (though

ever fo juft) to exceed the bounds of truth, which you have

here confefledly done ? For what words have you produced,

•r indeed can you produce; to prove that the Methodifts be

gan their adventures with fieldvpreaching ? If we may believe

your own words, is not the quite contrary notorious ? For,

fedl. 5. page 15. you tell us, " That after the Methodifts

" had traduced the clergy, as long as they were permitted to

'' do it, in their own churches and pulpits, they fet about

'' this pious work of defamation more heartily in the fields."

Here then your parallel fails at firft fetting out, you your-

felf being judge. And here I would difmifs this article, being

founded on a mlftake, was it not proper to take notice of a

curfory remark or two, which you have thought proper to

make upon it. You afk, page 14. " How comes Mr. Whlte-

" field to fay, there was never any fuch thing as field-preach-

'' ing before ? Was it from the mere vanity of being thought

" the founder df it ? Or was he ignorant of the practice feve-

" ral years ago, and even in our own nation ?" I thank you,

Sir, for informing me better, and am glad to find that field-

preaching was practifed in our nation feveral years ago. Why

then fuch a noife about'it now ?

From what degrees of vanity my expreffing myfelf in that

manner might proceed, I cannot now remember : but if, as

you infmuate, page 33. " It is eafy^to forefee there is to be

" fome future calendar or legend vf the faints" (I prefume you

mean Methodijl faints) I care not if the following article be

be inferted concerning me. " Such a day the ReverenJ

" George fyhitefield, having had an univerfity education, and

" been regularly ordained deacon and prieft of the Church of

" England, and iuvited to preach in moft churches of the cities

P 4, i •• of



" of Gloucejler, Briflol, Wejlminjler and Lendon, in the lail

" of which places he colle&ed near a thoufand pounds for the

" charity children, being caufelefly denied the further ufe of

" the churches, becaufe he prenched up the neceffity of the

" new birth, and juftification in the fight of GOD by faith

'' alone in the imputed righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST, began

" to preach the fame doflrincs in the fields." • •

This is the real truth i and whether I was the founder OF-

reviver of fuch field- preaching in this nation, need I be

afhamed, merely becaufe St. Peter ofj^crcna, St. Nicholas of

Nolafco, St. Anthony of Pauuu, and St. Ignatius were field-

preachers before me ? Can you recollect no earlier, or more

unexceptionable field-preachers than thefe ? What do you

think of JESUS CHRIST and his Apoftles ? Were they not

field-preachers ? Was not the brft fermon that was ever deli

vered, delivered from a Mount ? Was not another very ex

cellent one preached from a place called Mars-Hill? And did

not Peter and J&n preach above feventeen hundred years ago

ln Solomon's Porcht and elfewhere, though the clergy of that

generation commanded them to fpeak no more in the name

of JESUS? Thefe were the perfens that I had in view, when

I begun my adventura of field-preaching. Animated by their

example, when caufelefly thruft out, I took the field ; and if

, this be my fhame, I glory in it: for, (to make ufe of the

words of the late great Colonel Gardiner, when he once looked

upon the fpot where this adventure was carried on ; and O

that I may fpeak it with a becoming humility, " I am per->

" fuaded it will be faid at the great day of this and that man,

" that they were brought to GOD there."

Another of your curfory remarks on field- preaching, is this ;

'' Have not the Methodift preachers, as well as St. ^nthany,

" been attended with -zjlurdy fet of followers, as their guards,

" armed with clubs under their cloaths, menacing and terri-

" fying fuch as fhould dare to fpeak lightly of their apoftle?"

You add, " I have heard it often affirmed." And fo might

the heathens have faid, that they heard it often arErmed,

* that when the primitive chriftians received the blefled fa-

" crament, they killed a young child, and then fucked its

" blood." But was that any reafon why they fhould believe

it? It is true indeed, fome of the Methodift preachers have

more
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more than once been attended with a Jturdy fet of followers

armed with clubs and other weapons, not as their guards,

but oppofers, and perfecurors ; and who have not only me

naced and terrified, but actually abufed and b. ,:t many of

thofe, who came to hear him, whom you, I fuppofe, would

call their apoftle. Both Methodift preachers and Methodift

hearers too, for want of better arguments, have often felt the

weight of fuch irrejijlible pswer, which, literally lpeaking,

hath (truck many of them dumb ; and I verily believe, had it

not been for fome fuperior invifible guard, muft have {truck

them dead. Thefe are all the fturdy let of armeJ followers,

that the Methodifts know of. Other guards, befides thofe

common to all chriftians, they defire none. And whatever

you may unkindly infinuate, about my being aware of a tur

bulent fpirit, a fighting enthufiafm amongft them, becaufe

I faid, " I dread nothing more than the fajfe zeal of my

'' friends in a fuffering hour ;" I think many years experience

may convince the world, that the weapons of their warfare,

like thofe of their blefled Redeemer and his apoftles, have not

been carnal : but thanks be to GOD, however you may ridi

cule his irrefiftible power, they have, through him, been

mighty to the pulling down of Satan's ftrong-holds, in many

a fturdy Tinner's heart.

But to return to the church, where in reality the Me

thodift adventures were begun. Section srh, page 15, you

tell the world, " that after they had traduced the clergy, as

" long as they were permitted to do it, in their own churches

" and pulpits, in order to feduce their ftocks, and collect a

" ftaring rabble, (pretry language this, Sir,) they fet about

" this pious work of defamation more hearily in the fields."

I was reading further, expecting to find your parallel. Bm

I fee it is wanting. Are the Methodifts then originals in

this. particular ? Or could you, among all the hiftories of your

eminent faints, find no inftances of St. Anthony's, St. Francis's,

and St. Ignatius'* carrying on this pious work of defamation

in their days ? Will you fuffer me to fupply the deficiency,

by laying before you fame examples, which, though of an

earlier date, may, by unprejudiced petfons, be efteemed as

fuitable, as any of a popifh extraction ? In the New Tefta-

ment, (a book you feem tu have laid afide, ot at leaft little

adverted
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adverted to, when writing your pamphlet) we afe informed,

That when John Baptifl, " faw many of the Pbarifees and

" Sadducees come to his baptifm, he faid unto them, O gene-

•' ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the

•' wrath to come ?" The fame book tells us, that St. Stephen

being full of the Holy Ghofli and within a few moments of his

death, faid to the whole Jewijh fanhedrim, " Ye ftiff-necked

'' and uncircumclfed in hearts and ears, ye do always refift

" the Holy Ghoft ; as, your fathers did, fo do ye." And our

LORD JESUS CHRIST himfelf, the mafter of both thefe, in

one chapter denounces no lefs than thirteen woes againft the

i'cribes and pharifees, whofe chief power of doing good, and

promoting the common falvation, he well knew, depended

upon their character, as much as any clergy in any age of

the church whatfocver. Not. that I would be understood by1

this to infinuate, that all which the Methodift preachers

have fpoken againft the clergy* was fpoken in the fame Spi

rit, or with the like divine authority, as our LORD, his

harbinger, and his protomartyr, fpoke. That would be car

rying the parallel too far indeed. There is generally much,

too much feverity in our iuit zeal. At leaft there was in

mine. AH I would therefore infer is this, that what fome

(not to fay you, Sir,) may term " Gall of bitternefs and

" black art of calumny," may be nothing but an honeft te-

ftimony againft the corruptions of a degenerate church, and

may, without any degree of wickednefs, be fuppofed to

come from the " Spirit and power given from GOD." If we

deny this, not only Ifaiah, 'Jeremiah, and almoft all the pro

phets, but likewife JESUS CHRIST and his Apoftles, muft

be looked upon by us, (as I fuppofe they were by the men

in whafe day they lived) as great fianderers, and dealing

much in this black art of calumny and defamation.

Hut, if the Methodifts have been fo much to blame, for

carrying on this pious work of defamation, in the church and

ibeir journals ; will that authorife you in pra&ifmg the fame

llaek art in your pamphlet ? Give me leave (fince you have

taken that liberty with me) to gather-fome of your flowers

on this occafion.

" This dangerous and prefumptuous feet ; ftroling predi

cants ; itinerant enthufufts ; methodiftical enthufiafts;" with

many
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many other flowers of a like nature, though not of a very

fcriptural fcent, may be picked off almoft every page of your

performance. Upon the review of which, I fuppofe you

will own, that you are at leaft even with the Methodifts.

Only it muft be allowed, there is this difference ; you are tak

ing up a trade, which they, as far as I know to the contrary,

have for fome time laid down.

And why muft you difturb the dead on this occafion? Were

there not flowers enough to be gathered out of Mr. Wtfley's

Journal and mine, without calling up Mr. Seward's ghoft (as

you have in effedt done, by quoting his Journal) in order to

terrify your readers ? Good man ! He has long fince entered

into his reft, and confequemly cannot now anfwer for himfelf.

Permit me to Ifeak a word or two in behalf of my deccafed

friend. He was certainly a ferious warm chriftian, but (like

his fellow-traveller) in the heat of his zeal, fpoke and wrote

fome unguarded things. His and my treatment of Archbifhop

Tillotfon, was by far too fevere. We condemned his ftate,

when we ought only in a candid manner, (which J would do

again if called to it) to have mentioned what we judged wrong

in his doctrines. I do not juftify it. I condemn myfelf moft

heartily, and aik pardon for it ; as, I believe, he would do,

was he now alive. But then, do not you ftill go on, Sir, to

imitate us in our faults : Let the furviving Methodifts anfwer

for themfelves : let Seward and Tillotfon lie undifturbed. And

if you think me blameworthy (as I certainly was) to write fo

difrefpe<Slful of the one; why fliould you, by making an ill-

natured quotation, rake as it were into the very afhes of the

dead, only for the poor gratification of digging up a flower,

to blacken the memory of the other ?

But to proceed. For feveral pages, you go on imitating us

in this hme'pieus work of defamation. If you can bear to read

your own words, I will tranfcribe a few of them : feet. 6. p. J 7.

" But though thefe ftrolling predicants have allured fome

" itching ears, and drawn them afide by calumniating their

" proper paftors, they have fenfe enough to know the itch

'' will go off, and their trade not continue long, unlefs they

." can produce fomething novel or uncommon ; what the

'' wandering fheep have not been ufed to in their churches.

*'• Therefore they muft find out, or. rather -revive fuch pecu-

" liatities,
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•' inoft likely to captivate the vulgar. Hence their"—But

hold, Sir ;— and before you run yourfelf quite out of breath,

I intreat you to flop a little, whilft I pu: to you one or two

queftions. Believe you thefe things of the Methodifls ? I

fuppofe you believe them : otherwife, Why afiert them fa

ftrongly ? How then can you put even a perhaps to your fup-

pofttion of their " fettifig out with a real motive of fincere

" piety ?" Had not you beft alter the title of your book, or

at leaft make fome addition to it ? Let it run thus : " The

•' enthufiafm and impijiure of the Methodifts and Papifts

" compared." For furely, unlefs perfons were arrived at a

tery high degree of impofture, they could not purpofely (aa

you feem to infer they did) defign thefe things.

By your leave, we will examine the evidence you produce

in proof of thefe bolii aflertions : " The firft necerflary point

" for drawing followers, is to put on a fanflifad appearance,

" by a demure look, and precife behaviour, in difcourfe or

" filence, in apparel and food ; and other marks of external

" piety." Seft. 7. page 18. Again, fect. 8, page 20. " At

" firfl, the Methodifts, as a jhew of humility, made it a point

" not to ride, either on horfeback or in a coach, though oc-

" cafionally, and for conveniency-fake, they have fince

" thought proper to deviate from their rule." Well, Sir,

you fee then they are not altogether incorrigible. Let them

alone; and who knows but for their conveniency-fake, and

it may be from a deeper knowledge of the world, of them-

fclves, and of GOD, they may be reformed in fome other par

ticulars ?

" Upon the fame account, you fay, fect. 9. page ibid.

" fine deaths and rich furniture ftand abfolutely condemned :"

(not by me, it feems, for I find no quotations out of my

Journals annexed) " But oh ! (as a part or confequence of

" this) how good and faint-like it is, to go dirty, ragged,

" and flovenly ! And how pioufly did Mr. Jt'bitefielJ there-

" fore take care of the outward man ! My apparel was

" mean, &c." Sett. 10. page 21. Really, Sir, whilft I read

this part of your performance, I could not help thinking,

that a perfon of your turn of mind, would have been apt to

have joined with thofe naughty boys, who, when they faw

5 that
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that demnre, rough, hairy, flovenly enthufiaft, called Elijah,

followed afcerhim, and cried, " Go up, thou bald pate, go."

Or, if you had lived in John Baptiji's time, and feen him

come preaching in the wildernefs, with a camel-hair garment,

and a leathern girdle about his loins ; efpecially if you had

heard, that his meat was only locufts and wild honey ; would

you not have been tempted, think you, to give in your verdict

amongft thofe who faid, " He had a devil ? " Know you

not, that thefe are extremes which young awakened perfons

are apt to run into when under a fenfe of fin, and influenced

by what the Apoftle calls the fpirit of hondage? Do I not

mention them as fuch ? And are they not things which of

thcmfelves fall off, when perfons are brought into the cunt-

forts of religion, and have received the fpirit- ef adoption,

whereby they cry, Abba, Father ? But I fball leave you at

prefent, to make as merry as you will with the fanctified ap

pearances, and dirty ragged cloatbs of thefe enthufiattic.il Me-

thoilifts. Let us pafs on to your nth fection, page 22.

" Of this nature likewife, is their utter condemnation of all

" recreation, in every kind and degree. Mr. Whitefield la-

" ments," (indeed I do, Sir, even now-I am grown older)

" that in his younger days he was not convinced of the abfo-

" lute unlawfulnefs of playing at cards, and of reading and

" feeing plays." And if you are in advanced years, and a

(lergyman too, and are not convinced of the unlawfulnefs of

cards, and can find time from your other ftudies and duties of

your calling, to fee or read fuch plays as the generality of ours

are, I think you ought to lament it too. For what fays out

church in her 75th canon ? " No ecclefiaftical perfons

" fhall at any time, other than for their honeft neceffities,

" refort to any taverns or alehoufti ; neither ihall they board

" or lodge in any fuch places. Furthermore, they (hall not

" give themfelves to any bafe or fervile labour, or to drinking

" or rict, fpending their time idly by day or night, playing

" at dicee tards, or tables, or any other unlawful game ; but at

" all times convenient, they fball hear or read fomewhat of

*' the Holy Scriptures, or fhall occupy themfelves with fome

" other honeft ftudy or exercife, always doing the things

*' which fhall appertain to honefly , and endeavouring to profit

*' the church of GOD ; having always in mind, that they

*' ought
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*' ought to excel all others in purity of life, and flioulJ bo

" examples to the people to live well and chriftianly, under

•' pain of ecclefiaftical cenfures to be infficted with feverity,

'' according to the qualities of their offences." O when

fhall this once be !

; In your iath fect. page 24. you go on to rally thefe en-

thufiaftical Methodifts for their feem'mg contempt of money. And

again, fect. 13. page 26. you lay, " Another bait to catch

" admirers, and very common among enthufiafts, is -a reftlefs

'' impatience and infatiable thirft of travelling, and undertak-

" ing dangerous voyages for the converfion of infidels ; together

" with a declared contempt of all dangers, pains, and fuffer-

'' ings." And then, after drawing your ufual comparifon be-

tweeen thefe enthufiaftical Methodifts and popifh faints, you

make this judicious remark, " The windmill is indeed in all

" their heads."

Had I a mind to return your falfe and low wit, I might

reply, " There is a greater windmill in thine own ;" but at

prefent, I am too ferious to make fport with my own deceiv-

ings. Surely, Sir, you forget yourfelf, or you never would

write thus at random : for is there any thing, that the blefied

Author of our religion more recommends to his difciples, than

to •' take heed and beware of covetoufnefs," and to " take

heed, left at any time their hearts fhould be overcharged with

furfeiting and drunkennefs, or the cares of this life ?" What

faid St. Peter ? " Silver and gold have I none." What fays

St. Paul? " But thou, O man of GOD, flee thefe things."

And in refpect to contempt, and fuffermgs for the gofpel, does

not our LORD command us to expect, to prepare for, and re

joice in them ? Nay, does he not bid us to leap for joy, and

be exceeding.glad, when we have all manner of evil fpoken

againft us falfely for his name's fake ? In obedience to this

command, did net the great Apoftle of the Gentiles declare,

that he took pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, in ncccffi-

ties, in perfections, in diftrefies for CHRIST'S fake ? Did he

not, like his LORD, go about doing good ? Was he not filled

with a holy reftlefs impatience and infatiable thirft of travel

ling, and undertaking dangerous voyages for the converfion of

infidels ? And had he not a declared contempt of all dangers,

pains, and fufferjngs, when, like a true chriftian hero, he faid

3 to
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to his mourning friends, " What mean ye to weep and break

my heart ? I am ready not only to be bound, but to die alfo

, for the LORD JESUS ?" Dare you, Sir, call the Apoftles en-

thufiafts ? Or think you all this was only a bait to catch ad.

mirers ? And yet, what have you done lefs, by aflerting,

that an infatiable thirft of travelling, ffc. is very common

among enthufiafts ? I add, among our LORD and his Apo

ftles alfo : and can we copy after more unexceptionable ex-

am pies ?

" But the Methodifts contempt of money is only a fceming

'' antempt" That is more than you know. Here you are

again invading the divine prerogative. -The great day will

determine this. In the mean while, I would obferve to you,

that whatever can be produced out of any of my writings, to

prove that I have defired, or prayed for ill ufage, perfecution,

martyrdom, death, &c. I retract it with all my heart, as pro

ceeding from the overflowings of an irregular, though well-

meant zeal. However it might be with me formerly, I now

find myfelf no ways difpofed to fay with Peter, " Though

all men deny thee, yet will not I." Alas ! alas ! we know

not what feathers we fhall be, when tofled in the wind of

temptation ! Sufferings for the caufe and crofs of CHRIST,

will come faft enough of themfelves, without our praying for

them. But fhould the Method ills be called even to die for

the caufe in which they are embarked, as I am verily per-

fuaded it is the caufe of GOD, fo I doubt not but fuffering

grace will be given for fuffering times, and the Spirit of

CHRIST and of glory will reft upon the fufferers fouls.

But it is time to follow you to your I4th fedr. page 31.

" The pious cruelty of corporal feverities, or mortification by

<c tormenting the flefh, is another common method of gain-

" ing a reputation for fan&ity. Such as long and rigorous

" faftings, gafhing and flaying the body with fcourges,

" armed with rowels and fharp' tags, and rolling naked in

" thorns and thirties." But thefe laft particular*, you f^v,

'' Our own difciplinarians cannot, in any tolerable meafurc,

" pretend to come up to." What occafion was there then

for mentioning them ? Only to caft a popular odiuVn upon

thefe enthufiaftical Methodifts. Hoc eft arugo mera. " Flow-

*' ever, fomething of this kind we have from their own rela-

<' tion."
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" tion." And fomething of this kind we have in the Evan.*

gelift's relation of the life of JESUS of Nazareth; who, as we

are informed, before he came out into his public miniftry,

underwent a long and rigorous fafting, even of forty days and

forty nights. And fomething of this kind we have in the re

lation that difciplinarian the Apoftle Paul gives of himfelf;

for he tells us he was in faftings often. It is true he does con

demn (as you obferve, p. 33.) that d^.iJ'-ia. tuy.<i\>(, the not

fparing of the body, as ufelefs and fuperftitious, when dont

in order to recommend us to the favour of GOD, or put in

the place, or joined with the merits of JESUS CHRIST. Yet

elfewhere, he informs us, that he made it his common practice

to keep bis body under, (C-iruTmi.^) and bring it into fubjec-

tion : and think you all this was only to " gain a reputation

" for fan&ity ? " If you will believe himfelf, it was for a

nobler and more important end, " Left while he preached to

•' others, he himfelf fhould be a caft-away." And how do

you know but thefe Methodifts might, at their firft fetting

out, have ufed, and even now may ufe abftinence for the fame

purpofe ? Nay, that this very motive led them into fome ex

tremes in it, which however muft be efteemed an error of the

right fide ? Why will you ftill perfift in taking the keys out

of the hands of Omnifcience, and prefumptuoufly judge the

intentions of people's hearts ? If we had a mind to imitate

you in this rafh way of judging, might not we fufpedr, (ai

your pamphlet came out in that feafon) that in order to

wound our church governors through the fides of the Metho-

difts, you intended this part of your pamphlet as a burtefq'ue

upon them, for enjoining fuch a long and rigorous fa/ling, as

that of forty days, commonly called Lent ? •

I fhould now proceed, in order, to the examination of your

I5th, i6th, and 171)1 fedlions.; but as thefe, together with the

the igth, wholly refer to Mr. U^ejley, I fhall leave you to hi*

correction, if he thinks proper to take you in hand. However,

there is fomething fo extraordinary in your ijth fcction, that,

1 think, it calls for a curfory remark. " But, previous to

" this elevated ftate, that we may not wander too far from

" the faints progrefs, comes their converfan; which, as an-

" other inftance of fanatical peculiarities, they reprefent as

'' fudden and inftantaneous" luftantaneous converfion, a

fanatical
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fthatical peculiarity ! 1 prefume inftantaneous regeneratioti

inuft be a fanatical peculiarity alfo. What then becomes of

that Diana of the prefent age, baptifmal regeneration ? Which

muft be inftantaneoiis, and that always tob, if every child i;

fealty regenerated when baptized ?

But this only by the by. In your i8th fection, page 43.

you .return to me. •' After thefe fudden converfums, ufually

" they receive their affitrancet iffalvation ; and thefe (as alfd

" the proofs of their converflon) are certainly known, heard;

*' feen or felt ; they can afcertain the particular time and

" place of their receiving them ; a$ fo many feals of the Spi-

" rit." Thefe you call, page 44. " Prefurhpluous imagina-

'' titns." Is aflurance of faith then, iri your opinion^ a pre-

fumptuous imagination ? For you not only ridicule the Me-

thodifts way of expreffing it, which in feveral fefpects may

have been unguarded ; nor are you content with iflerting,

that fome who really had not this aflurance, have prefumptu-

oufly imagined they had it, which we readily grant; for there

is counterfeit as well as current coin : but you feem to ex

plode ' he thing itfelf. And yet you intend in this pamphlet,'

to draw a parallel between the Methodifts and Papifts. Could

you give a greater proof of your fymbolizing with the Papifts

yourfelf ? Or need you be informed, that one grand article

of the council of Trent is this, " That thefe is no fuch thing

" as a perfon's knowing that his fins are forgiven him, or be-

" ing a flu red of his falvation ;" and that with good reafon :

for if there be fuch a thing as being aflured of the forgivenefs

of our fins by the internal teftimony, whether mediate or im

mediate, of the Spirit of GOD ; and if a perfon ought to be

fatisfied only with that, then how could the people be brought

to believe in, and truft to the mere external verbal abfolution of

a prieft? Our church, on the contrary, in one of her homi

lies, fays, that a true faith " is a fure truft and confidence'

?• in GOD, that by the merits of CHRIST, his fins are for-

'' given, and he reconciled to the favour of GOD." And

that the Scriptures every where promife to believers, a fure'

and internal witnefs from the Spirit of Goo, to witnefs with)

their fpirits that they are his children, is fo evident, that he

who runs may read. What fays our LORD ? " He that be-

lieveth in me, out of his belly fhall flow rivers of living water."

VOL. IV. Q. "

37
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"This fpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on hirtl

fhould receive." 4Vhat fays St. Paul? " Becaufe ye are fons,

'' GOD hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,

" crying, Abba, Father. The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs

'' with our Spirit, that we are the children of GOD." Saith

another, " He that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf."

And a third exhorts all " to give diligence to make their

calling and election fure." Art thou a mafter in Ifrael,z. pro-

teftant minifter, and a minifter of the Church of Englond, and

knoweft not thefe things ?

But to come nearer to a clofe. Your 20th fection is in

troduced thus: " And where will thefe bold enthufiafts^?e/>?"

J anfwer for one, in order to relieve both myfelf and you, even

here, Sir. And without giving you the trouble of taking a

flight after us to heaven, from whence, you fay, page 48.

" Thefe methodiftical enthufiafts have taken the facred light

" and fire, in order to compafs effectually their own, and

" others delufion," I will freely and readily acknowledge,

that you and others have had too much occafion for reflexion,

by feveral things that have been univarily dropped up and down

in my Journals.

Thefe, you inform us in your preface, are what you have

chiefly confulted. In this you have acted wifely enough for

your purpofe ; though whether candidly or not, I will leave

you and the world to judge, fince there were later writings

of mine, which might as eafily have been procured. My

Journals were fome of my moft early performances, wrote too

in the very heights of my firft popularity (which is apt to make

the ftrongeft head run giddy) in the midft of which, perfons

very often do things, which after-experience and riper judg

ment teach them to correct and amend.

This is true, however, in refpect to myfelf; and, to con

vince you that this is the real language of my heart, -and not

extorted from me by your pamphlet, I will lay before you an

extract of a letter written by me to a worthy friend in South-

Carolina, in my late return from Bermudas, and publifhed,

with very little alteration, in Scotland months ago *.

* Vide the Letter at full length, vol. ii, p. 144.

On
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On hoard the Brlgg Betfey, 'June 24, 1748.

" Reverend Sir,

WESTERDAY I made an end of revifing all my

Journals. BlefTed be GOD for letting me have leifure

to do it. I purpofe to have a new edition before I fee America.

Alas ! alas ! in how many things have I judged, and a&ed

wrong ! I have been too rafh and hafty in giving characters

both of places and perfons. Being fond of fcripture lan

guage, I have often ufed a ftyle too apoftolical, and at the

fame time I have been too bitter in my zeal, wild-fire has

been mixed with it; and I find that I have frequently written

and fpoken too much in my own fpirit, when I thought I was

writing and fpeaking entirely by the afliftance of the Spirit

of GOD. I have likewife too much made impreffions, with

out the written word, my rule of acting ; and too foon, jnd

too explicitly, publifhed what had better been kept in longer,

or left to have been told after my death. By thefe things, I

have given fome wrong touches to GOD'S ark, hurt the blelled

caufe I would defend, and ftirred up needlefs oppofition. This

has humbled me much fince I have been on board, and made

me think of a faying of Mr. Henry's, " Jofcph had more honefty

'' than he had policy, or he never would have told his dreams."

Al the fame time, I cannot but blefs, and praife, and mag

nify that good and gracious GOD, who imparted to me fa

much of his holy fire, and carried me, a poor weak youth,

through fuch a torrent both of popularity and contempt, and

fet fo many feals to my unworthy miniftrations. I blefs him

for ripening my judgment a little more, for giving me to fee,

confefs, and I hope in fome degree to correct and amend fome

of its miftakes. I thank GOD for giving me grace to embark

in fuch a blefled caufe, and pray him to give me ftrength to

hold on, and increafe in zeal and love to the end. Thus,

dear Sir, I have unburdened my heart to you. I look upon

you to be my Fidut Achates, arid therefore deal thus freely.

If I have time and freedom before we land, 1 think to begin

and write a (hort account of what has happened for thefe feven

years laft paft; and when I get on fhore, GOD willing, I

purpofe to revife and corre& the firft part of my life."

2 Thi«
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This I am now about, and when finifheJ, /hall fend it

into the world, I hope in a more unexceptionable drefs;

though I am fully fatisfied before-hand, that write or f"peak

of the things of GOD as unexceptionably as may be, they will

be always efteemed foolifhnefs by the natural man, becaufe

they can only be fpiritually difcerned. However, the way of

duty is the way of fafety. Let me but be found in that,

and'I can then chearfully leave the confequences with GOD.

In the mean while, I thank you, Sir, for pointing out to me

a very wrong expreffion in the laft part of my life. My words

are thefe ; " I could no longer walk on foot as ufual ; but

" was conftrained to go in a coach, to avoid the Ifofanna's of

" the multitude." Your remark runs thus, fect. 8. page 20.

'' Very profant, unlefs it be a falfe print for htizza's." I could

wifh it had been fo ; but the word was my own ; and though

no: intended to convey a profane ideat was very wrong and

unguarded, and I defire may be buried in oblivion, unlefs you,

or fome other kind perfon, are pleafed to remind me of it,

in order to lay me low before GOD and man.

A review of all this, together with my having dropped fome

too ftrong expreffions concerning abfolute reprobation; and more

efpecially, my mentioning Mr. Wefleys cafting a lot on a pri

vate occafion, known only to GOD and ourfelves, have put

me to great pain. Speaking of this laft, you fay, page 75.

" A more judicious fentiment, perhaps, never dropt from Mr.

" Wbitefield's pen." I believe, Sir, the advice given was right

and good ; but then it was wrong in me to publifh a private

tranfaction to the world ; and very ill judged, to think the

glory of GOD could be promoted by unneceffarily expofing

my friend. For this I have afked both GOD and him pardon

years ago. And though I believe both have forgiven me,

yet I believe I fhall never be able to forgive myfelf. As it

was a public fault, I think it fhould be publicly acknowledged;

and I thank a kind providence for giving me this opportunity

of doing it.

As for the letters, out of which you, and the author of the

" Obfervations on the conduct and behaviour of the Methir-

dijli" have taken fo many extracts, I acknowledge that many

things in them were very exceptionable, though good in the

main;
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main ; and therefore they have been fupprefTed Come time.

Cafling lots, I do not now approve of. nor have I for feveral

years ; neither do I think it a fafe way (though pracYifed, I

doubt not, by many good men) to make a lottery of the Jcrip-

lures, by dipping into them upon every occafion.

And now, Sir, I am fomewhat prepared to hear what fol

lows in your 48th page. " Nothing lefs than infpiratlahst

" revelations, illuminations, and all the extraordinary and im-

" mediate a&ions of all the perfons in the facred Trinity, will

" ferve their turn. So that now every flam of zeal and devo

tion ; every wild pretenfion, fcheme, tenet, and over-bear-

'.' ing dictate; impulfes, impreffions, feelings, impetuous

" tranfports and raptures; intoxicating vapours, and fumes

" of imagination ; phantoms of a crazy brain, &c. all are

" afcribed, with an amazing prefumption, to the extraordi-

'' nary interpolation of heaven fetting its feal to their mif-

«' fion."

Judge you now, Sir, whether I am one of thofe, of whom

you are pleafed to fpeak thus, page 49. " In ftort, what-

•' ever they think, fay, or do, is from GOD ; and whatever

" oppoftth, and ftands in their way, is from the Devil." No,

Sir, my mittakes have been too many, and my blunders too

frequent, to make me fet up for infallibility. I camefoon

into the world; I have carried high fail, whilft running

through a whole torrent of popularity and contempt; and, by

this means, have fometimes been in danger of overfetting.

But many and frequent as my miftakes have been, or may be,

as I have no part to act, if I know any thing of my heart,

but to promote GOD'S glory, and the good of fouls, as foon

as I am made fenfible of them, they fhall be publicly acknow

ledged and retracted.

At the fame time, I fhould lie againft reafon, fcripture, and

above fourteen years experience, if I denied, that GOD has

been pleafed, from time to time, to vouchfafe me comfortablf

affiftanee and fupports ; br that a great and glorious work (if

the tanverfion offouls may be termed fo) has been begun, and

is now carrying on in thefe, and feveral other parts of the

world, by the inftrumentality of thole whom you ftileenthu-

fiaftical Methodifts.

Q_ 3 Indeed,
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Indeed, the ingenious author of the " Confiderations upon

" the converfion and apoftlefhip of St. Paul," fpeaking of the

enthufiafm that appears not only in the lives of fome enthu-

fiaftical hereties, but even fome of the methodifts now, ven

tures to fay, that " all the divine communications, illumina-

" tions, and extacies to which they have pretended, evidently

" Tprung from much felf-conceit, working together with the

'' vapours of melancholy upon a warm imagination." That

the mentioning thefe divine communications fo freely to the

world, might be mixed with fome degrees of unobferved vani

ty, or want of caution, may be probable. But roundly to

afiert, that all their communications were only pretended, and

fprung from no other fources but felf-conceit, vapours of me

lancholy, and a warm imagination, is I think unbecoming fo

young a ccnvert as that author, is a blemifh to his performance,

and a miftake which, I trull, he himfelf will be happily con

vinced of, when he comes to experience more of the power

of that Redeemer's refurrection, which the Apoftle, of whofc

converfion he in the main fo excellently treats, longed fo

much to know.

Without running fuch lengths in judging others, or nced-

JefsTy fearing to be accounted enthufiafts or methodifts onr-

felves; when writing in defence of chriftianity, I think we

may rationally allow, that there may be much light and

affiftance given from GOD, though at the fame time fome-

thing of our own imaginations' may poffibly be blended with

k. /

This I take to be true with refpect to the Methodifts.

That imagination has mixed itfelf with the work, cannot be

denied ; and is no more than what muft neceflarily be expect-

ed ; for whoever faw fire without fome ftnoke ? but that the

work itfelf is of GOD ; and as good Bifhop Latimer faid, when

the panifts laid a lighted faggot at Dr. Ridlcy's feet, fo we

inay venture to affirm, " a candle is lighted in England

(thron ;h the inftrumentality of the Methodifts,) which will

not eafuy be put out."

The doctrines which they chiefly infift upon, are the great

doctrines of the reformation : " That man is very far gone

«* from original righteoufnefg. That he cannot turn and pre-r

3 ** pare
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'* pare himfelf by his own natural ftrength and good works

" to faith and calling upon GOD. That we are accounted

" righteous before GOD, only for the merit of our LORD and

" Saviour JESUS CHRIST, by faith, and not for our own

" works or defervings. That albeit good works, which are

" fruits of faith, and follow after juftification, cannot put

" away our fins, and endure the feverity of GOD'S judgment;

'• yet are they pleafmg and acceptable to GOD in CHRIST,

" and do fpring out neceflarily of a true and lively faith ;

" infomuch that by them a lively faith may be evidently

" known, as a tree is difcerned by its fruits." Thefe are

doctrines as diametrically oppofite to the church of Rome, as

light to darknefs. They are- the very doctrines, for which

Ridley, Latimer, Cranmer, and fo many of our firft reformers

were burned at the flake. And I will venture to fay, are

doctrines which, when attended with a divine energy, and

preached with power, " without taking to their affiftr.nce the

" feveral arts of management and craft," always have, and a1-

ways will, maugre all oppofition, make their way through the

world, however weak the Inftruments that deliver them may

be, and whatever offences and divifions about fome non-effin-

iials may arife among themfelves.

Thefe are things which always did, and always will happen

in the pureft ages of the church. Paul and Barnabas were

permitted not only to fall out, but to feparate from each other,

merely on account of a difpute that arofe about taking with

them one John, whofe furname was Mark. And yet this was

over-ruled for the furtherance of the gofpel. There was an

inceftuous perfon in the church of Corinth, when under even a

truly apoftolical infpe&ion. And to what heights the conten

tions arofe between Luther, Calvin) and ZwingKus, at the firft

ilawnings of the reformation, about predeftination and the

facrament ; and that of Bifhop Cranmer, Ridley, and Hoopert

many years after, about the veftments, is too notorious to be

mentioned. It muft needs be, that fuch offences come, whilft

good men carry about with them the remainders of indwelling

fin, prejudices of education, blindnefs in their underftandings,

and have an artful enemy always near at hand, and always ready

to blow up the coals of contention, in order to raife a fmoke,

whereby
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blefled JESUS wifely permits fuch things, to cure us of fpiritual

pride, to remind us of the neceffity of looking to himfelf, to

teach us to ceafe from man, by convincing us, that the beft

of men are but men at the beft, to inure us. to k>ng-fuffering

and forbearance one towards another, to excite in us a more

eager defire after heaven, where thefe diforders will be at an

end, and for a more glorious difplay of his infinite wifdom

and power at the day of judgment; when he will convince the

wondering world, that in fpite of all the fubtlety, malice, and

rage of his enemies, together with the weaknefles, blindnefles,

and jarrings of his friends, he has fully accomplifhed that

glorious work, for which he came to fhed his blood; I mean

the renewal of a multitude of fouls, which no man can

number, put of every nation, language, and tongue, by

making them partakers of his righteoufnefs, and, through the

powerful operations of his blefled Spirit, bringing them back^

to, and re-inftamping upon them that divine image, in which

they were originally created.

To awaken a drowfy world to a fenfe of this, to roufc thenj

out of their formality, as well as profanenefs, and put them

upon feeking after a prefent and great falvation, to point out

to them a glorious reft, which not only remains for the people

pf GOD hereafter, but which by a living faith the very chief

of finners may enter into even here, and without which tho

moft blazing profeiHon is nothing worth ; is, as far as I know,

the one thing, the grand and common point, in which all the

Methodifts endeavours do center.

This is what fome of all denominations want to be reminded

pf; and to ftir them up to feek after the life and power of god-

linefs, that they may be chriftians not only in word and profef-

fion, but in fpirit and in truth, is, and, through JESUS CHRIST

ftengthening me, fhal] be the one fole bufmefs of my life.

" As for all thofe (as one exprefles it) who are for clipping

" the wings of the myftic dove, and for confining the power

'' and Spirit of GOD within the bounds of humon e/lablifl}mentst

" I am well aware of what oppofition I muft continue to meet

'' with from that quarter. But blefled be GOD, there are

?' fome few amongft us that are men of greater latitude, who

'* can
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*' can think, and dare fpeak, more worthily of GOD'S fovo»

*' reignty, and acknowledge a work to be his, though it bo

f' not according to the exact meafure of canonical ftaefs."

Amongft thefe, I fhall be fure to find hearty friends and well-

wifhers. And if by others of more confined principles, I am

for this accounted an enthufiaft, papift, or any thing elfe, they

or you are very weleome to confer that, or any other title,

Wpon, Sir,

Your very humble fervant,

A N
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AN

Expoftulatory Letter,

London, April 24, 1753-

My Lord,

A LTHOUGH I am perfuaded, that nothing hath a

JT\. greater tendency to ftrengthen the hands of infidels,

than too frequent altercations between the profeflbrs of

chriftianity ; yet there are certain occafions, wherein the ne-

ceflary defence of the principles of our holy religion, as well

as the practice of it, renders public remonftrances of the

greateft ufe and importance. The facred pages afford us

many examples of this nature. When Aaron was prevailed

on by the lfraelites, to make a golden calf, and offer facrifice

to it, what an holy indignation did Mofes exprefs againft him

and them ? When Peter and Barnabas were carried away

with the diffimulation of the Jews, how openly did the Apo-

ftle Paul withftand them to the face, and reprove them before

all, " Becaufe they were to be blamed ? " And when this

fame Apoftle faw the churches of Corinth and Galatia in dan

ger of being drawn away from the fimplicity of the gofpel,

what a fervent teftimony did he bear againft the authors and

abettors of fuch a deftructive fcheme ?

I mention thefe inftances, my Lord, becaufe I hope they

will ferve as a fufficient apology for my troubling your Lord-

fhip with this letter. For thefe many years paft, have I been

a filent, and I truft I can fay, an impartial obferver of the

progrefs and effect:, of Aforavianifm, both in England and

America ; but fuch fhocking things have been lately brought

to our ears, and offences have fwelled to fuch an enormous bulk,

that a real regard for my king and my country, and, if I am

not greatly miftaken, a difinterefted love for the ever-bleffed

JESUS, that King of kings, and the church which he hath

l * purchafcd
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purchafed with his own blood, will not fuffer me to be filent

any longer.

Pardon me, therefore, my Lprd, if at length, though with

great regret, as the Searcher of hearts knows, I am con-

ftrained to inform your Lordfhip, that you, together with

fome of your leading brethren, have been unhappily inftrumen-

tal in mifguiding many real, fimple, honeft- hearted chriftians ;

of dijirej/ing, if not totally ruining numerous families, and in

troducing a whole farrago of fuperftitious, not to fay idolatrous

fopperies, into the EngHJh nation.

For my own part, my Lord, notwithftanding the folio that

was publifhed (I prefume under your Lordfhip's direction)

about three years ago, I am as much at a lofs as ever, to know

what were the principles and ufages of the ancient Moravian

church ; but if fhe was originally attired in the fame garb, in

which fhe hath appeared of late amongft many true-hearted

though deluded proteftants, fhe is not that fimple, apoftolical

church the Englijh brethren were made to believe about twelve1

years ago. Sure I am, that we can find no traces of many of

her prefent practices in the ye* more ancient, I mean the pri

mitive churches, and which we all know were really under an

immediate and truly apoftolical infpe&ion.

Will your Lordfhip be pleafed to give me leave to defcend

to a few particulars ? Pray, my Lord, what inftances have

we of the firft chriftians walking round the graves of .their

.deceafed friends on Rafter-day, attended with hautboys, trum

pets, french-horns, violins, and other kinds of mufical inftru-

ments ? Or where have we the leaft mention made of pictures

of particular perfons being brought into the firft chriftian af->

femblies, and of candles being placed behind them, in order

to give a tranfparent view of the figures ? Where was it ever

known, that the picture of the Apoftle Paul, reprefenting

him handing a gentleman and lady up(to the fide of JESUS

CHRIST, was ever introduced into the primitive lcve-feafts ?

Or do we ever hear, my Lord, of incenfi, or fomething like

it, being burnt for him, in order to perfume the room before

he made his entrance among the brethren ? Or can it be fup-

pofed that he, who, together with Barnabas, fo eagerly repelled

the Lycaoniam, when they brought oxen and garlands in order

to facrifice unto them, would ever have fuftered fuch things to

be
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be done for him, without expreffing his abhorrence and de-

teftation of them ? And yet your Lordfhip knows both thefe

have been done for you, and fuffered by you, without your

having fhewn, as far as I can hear, the leaft diflike *.

Again, my Lord, I beg leave to enquire, whether we hear

any thing in fcripture of eldrefles or deaconeffes of the apo-

llu.ieal churches feating themfelves before a table, covered

with artificial flowers, and againft that, a little altar furrounded

with wax tapers, on which ftood a crofs, compofed either of

mock or real diamonds, or other glittering ftones ? And yet

your Lordfhip muft be fenfible this was done in Fetter-lam

chapel, for Mrs. Hannah Nitfchman, the prefent general eldrefs

of your congregation, with this addition, that all the fiften

were feated, cloathed in white, and with German caps ; the

organ alfo illuminated with three pyramids of wax tapers,

each of which was tied with a red ribbon ; and over the head

of the general Eldrefs, was placed her own picture, and over

that (horrefco referens) the picture of the Son of GOD. A

goodly fight this, my Lord, for a company of Englijh pro-

teftants to behold ! Alas ! to what a long feries of childifh

and fuperftitious devotions, and unfcriptural impofuions, muft

they have been habituated, before they could fit filent and

tame fpectators of fuch an antichriftian fcene. Surely, had

Gideon, though but an Old Teftament faint, been prefent, he

would have rifen and pulled down this, as he formerly did his

father's altar. Or had even that meek man Mofes been there,

I cannot help thinking, but he would have adure-fled your

Lordfhip, partly at leaft, in the words with which he addrefled

his brother Aaront " What did this people unto thee, that

• I might here take notice of the married women's being ordered to

weor blue knots, the fingle women pink, anil thole thnt are juft mor

riageable, pink and white ; the widows that are paft child-bearing, to

wear white, and thofe that are not fo, blue and white knots ; And alfo

of th« efifcopal knot of Mrs. Hannah Nitfcbman, (who is, I am informed,

the prefent general Eldrefs of the congregation) which is fometiines of

* purple, and fometimes of a rofe colour. Thefe, with imny other

fanciful things, might be confidered j but my mind at prcCi in is too full

of concem to dwell upon any thing but what moie immediately ftrikef

at the welfare of fociety, and what hath a Hill more fatal tendency to

draw away unwary fouls from the fimplicity of the gofpel. Would to

COB I could with a fefe confcience be cxcufsd even from this !

" thotf
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" thou haft introduced fuch fuperftitious cuftoms among

" them*?"

But this is not all : I have another queftion to propofe to

your Lordfhip. Pray, my Lord, did any of the Apcftlei or

leaders of the primitive churches, ever ufurp an authority,

not only over people's confciences, but their properties alfo \

Or draw in the members of their refpective congregations to

difpofe of whole patrimonies at once, or to be bound for

thoufands of pounds more than they well knew they were

worth ? And yet your Lordfhip knows this has beeri

done again and again, in order to lerve the purpofes of the

brethren for feveral years laft paft ; and that too, at, or very

near the time, when, in order to procure an act in their favouf

to go abroad, (which now appears to be rather a fcheme to

fettle at home) they boafted to an EngKJb parliament, how

unmenfely rich they were -l-.

Youf

• A like fcene to this was exhibited by the fingle brethren, in a room

of their houfe at Hatton Garden. One of them, who helped to furnifli

it, gave me the following account. The floor was covered with fand

and mofs, and in the middle of it, was paved a ftar of different co

loured pebbles, upon that was placed a gilded dove, which fpouted water

out of its mouth into a veffel prepared for its reception, which was cu-

rioufly decked with artificial leaves and flags ; the room was hung with

mofs and fhells ; the Count, his fon, and ibn-in-law, in honour of

whom all this was done, with Mrs. Hannah Kitfcbman, and Mr. Peter

Boehler, and fome other labourers, were prefent. Thefe were feated

under an alcove, Cupported by columns made of pafteboord, and over

their heads was painted an oval, in imitation of marble, containing the

cyphers of Count Zimutielorft family. Upon a fide-table, was a little

altor covered with fhells, and on each fide of the altar was a bloody

heort, out of, or near which proceeded flames. The room was illumi

nated with wax tapers, and muficians placed in an adjacent apartment,

while the company performed their devotions, rind regaled themfelves

with fweet-mertts, coffee, tea, and wine. After this the labourers de

parted,' and the fingle brethren were admitted in. 1 am told, that molt,

if not all of thtfe leading peifuns were prelint all's at the celebration of

Mrs. Hannah Nitfcbman's birth-day.

f M. Rintias, aulic counfellor fo the late King of Pruffia, in a trea-

tifc he lately puhlifherf, I think, makes it plainly appear, that the agent*

for the Moravian affairs, have mifmformed the parliament in feveral re-

fpefts and upon the whole, treated that auguft body little better than

the Gibtonit\fli ambafladors once treated Jojhua, the captnin of tni
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Your Lordfhip cannot but be fenfible; that at this preterit

time you fland indebted to fundry perfons to the value of forty

thoufand pounds fterliog ; and unlefs fome of your brethren

had agreed to ftay fix years for about twenty thoufand pounds,

due to them ; (though after the expiration of that term, as

they have no fecurity, in all probability they will bejuft

Wiere they are now) and if the other creditors alfo, uport

LoRd's holt. To Alt I refer the reader. if J. Written with great can-

douri Md contain* fuch mconteftable proofs of the many dangerou.

princ,p es and praclices of the leading krakm, that muft, I tliii.k, con-

«ra,n all that read it to fay, " My ,bul, come not tlibu into their fecretl

' and to their aflembly, mine honour be not thou united."

I fuppoft it was a confcioufnefs of this, thtt induced Mr. CoJUrL one1

Of the Count's chief agents, to fuggeft ,. Mr. £,W, fome time before it*

publicationi, that it would be as good a, three hundred pounds in hi,

way, ,f Mr. «,««', book cduld be fuppr./Ted. This look, bad 5 but

I think it was ftill worft if, another of the brethren roundly to affirm, in

twl!owerfdi'ratisfied by readi"g this book. •• '•«
|bote-ment;oned ^«ife, wa, on. that perfonated

""* tl>C
' eX «»'* ut

, that Aw gentleman refides in O,«*../r«f, and addreffed his

he or" T^ ArCllblfhoP of C^*

er' flomtbe

M -oVe-mrh0nerothWwa4P1«ft'lto='dd, ''th.t the real

M. «„«« was a fnend, and therefore would not w, te againft hem "

1-fwer that I verHybdieve he therefore wrote, ,s Oo.'knowf do,

fcecaufe he , ,/r,rW ; or to uft his own words, « fram . ftria regard

.dd n r JUr L * C pUbh'C good'" And z thi»k. if i"««d of

adding f,n to fi», by commuing ftill to mifguide, enflm> d ^ ou{

i Whoi
»

heard ., '"!,>'" 3"d ''ntended PUrPof"' than

heard of hem a, a 1, ,t would fiiw in the leading

told u'i '' He that covertth hi: fmt fhall not profoer bu

a-r-^-

be inflated into £^/,A and the wh

Idition, in order t'mak, if more ext.nfivelvuf.fi,]

Vot. IV. R /.
„- ^ . somiderauon
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fonfideration of fosne bonds given, and mortgages made * far

principal and intereft, had not agreecj to ftay four years, for,

twenty one thousand pounds more, ma>iy of the Englifn bre-.

thren, who, out of I know not what kind of infa'.uationy

have not only given their all, but have been bound for thou-,

fcnds more than they are able .to pay, muft either have imme

diately become bankrupts, and thereby the creditors perhaps,

not'have had a fhilling in the pound, or have been obliged

to fhut up their fhops, go to prifon, or be turned out into

the wide world, to the utter ruin of themfelves and fa

milies. • .•

The diftrefs and anguifh of mind that hundreds have been

involved in upon this very account, is, I believe, unfpeak-

able f . And the bare reflection upon it, whilft I am writing,

makes my heart almoft to bleed within me. Who, who, but

* The buildings in York/hire, BeJforJJbirt, &c. Befides this, there are

fome thoufands due to others upon bond, and many lliou&nds to a par

ticular gentleman, for which the Count lias mortgaged one of the Ger

man fettlements ; I think' it is Marienliurg.

•f Sfnce my writing this,' I hnve been told of 3 very fingular expedi

ent made ufe of by Mr. Peter Buckler, one of the brethren's bilhopf,

in order to ft lengthen the faith, and to raife the drooping fpirits of Mr.

William Bell, who hath been unhappily drawn in (with fevcral others) to

be one of their agents. It was this : It being Mr. /.'•//"* birtli-day, he

was fent for from his houfc in Nevil's-alley, Fetter-lane ; but for a whilf,

having had fome words with Mr. Bachler, he refufed to come ; at length

he complied, and was introduced into a hall, in the fame alley, where

was placed an artificial mountain, which, upon finging a particular verfe,

was made to fall down, and then behind it was discovered an illumina

tion, reprefenting JESUS CHRIST and Mr. Bell, fiuing very near, or

embracing each other ; and out of the clouds was alfo reprefented plenty

of money falling round Mr. Bell and the Saviour. This ftory appeared

to me fo incredible at the t'.i li hearing, that, though I could not doubt

the veracity of the relator, yet fearing he might be mifmformed, 1 Tent

for him again, and he allured me, that Mr. Bcll\o\i\ this flory himfelf

fome time ago in company, and a pcifon of good reputation of that com-

pany related it to an acquaintance of mine. May GOD grant him and

all others who have been undefignedly concerned, a more fure and ftable

pi op for their faith, even his own word, in which he caufes his people

to trull ! then, and not till then, even upon the greateft emergency,

they may without any fanciful reprefentations, boldly fay, " Who art

" thou, O great mountain ? before the LORD jBSUi, our all coDquei-

" ing Zerablabel, chbu flialt become a plain."

i themfelves,
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frremfelves, tiny Lord, can tell the late perplexity of flieif

minds, who have beerf already arrefted, OT obliged to break

off their refpective pattnerfhips ? Or what words can exprefs

the great concern, which Mr. Freeman and Mr. Thomas Grace

muft have been neceflarity under, when they found that bills

had been drawn 'in their name, unknown to them, to the

value of forty-eight trroufand pounds ? * And how pitiable,'

my Lord, riluft the prefcflt circumftances of young Mr.

Rbodes\>c, who, to ftop a l.ttle of the above-rrtentioned gap,

was prevailed on, (your Lordfhip knows by whom,) about

eighteen mortths ago, to fell his eftate of above four hundred

pounds a year, and went or was fent off very lately, as I

am afiured, to France, (leaving a deftitute mother behind him)

and only with twenty- five pounds, for the payment of which

he left his watch, bureau, horfe smd faddle ? f

Thefe are but a few inftarices, my Lord, amongft many^

indeed too too many, that might be given. The brethren's

agents, and thofe concerned with them, can beft tell what

horrid equivocations, untruths and low artifices have been

ufed, to procure rfloney, at high intereft, wherever it was

to be had, in order to keep up the brethren's credit ; and in

that poor lame manner, it hath been kept ap for a corrfiderablc

* This Mr. Grace told me hirrffelf in public company ,- hi arid Mr.

Treemaa do live in Tbrogmmrton-jIreet,

f The cafe of this Mr. Rhode: is very fingular. He was of mean birth

and occupation, but upon the unexpected falling of many lives, became

fuJdenly pofleltcd of an eftate of above four hundred pounds a year; and

fo ferve the brethren, after many importunities, he was induced to dif-

pofe of it. Mr. Lie the banker purch'afed it, and Meflrs. Freeman and

Grace received fix thoufand pounds of the money towards what was due

to them : befldes this, Mr. Rbades was bound for many thoufands more;

This made him very uneafy, and fearing the confequence, he one after

noon, about ten weeks ago, ftole an interview with two fingle brethren,'

,-r. ! befeeched them, for CHRIST'S fake, to let him have twenfy-ffve

pounds, fat th* payment of which he left them his Watch, bureau, horft

and faddle. He then took his leave, faying, in all probability he fhoulcT

never fee them any more, and hating nothing to fpare to' leave behind

for his poor mother, (who I hear is Cnce dead) was content to fend hef

a few parting lines : finee he has been gone, the horfe, watch, bureau

and faddle were fold for twenty-feven pounds three fhillings ; fo that tins

young man has the balance in bank. GOD grant, that this may provtf

the laft pcrfon that may be impofed on in this way :

R a
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time. Was the whole fcene to be opened, I believe every

one would be of opinion, that luch an ccclefuftical project,

never was heard of before, in any part of his Majefty'g domi

nions. . . ,

Of this, my Lord, the Royal-Exchange hath long fmcc

rung ; and if the fame part hath been acted abroad, * how

many families muft have been ruined there, and how many

more may be yet ruined, in order to £11 up the prefent

Englljh cliafm -, and consequently, what loads of guilt muft

needs lie at the door of fomebody ? Surely, the LORD of all

Lords, whole eyes are like a flame of fire, and who requires

truth in the inward parts, will one day or other vifit for thefe

things, by bringing to light the hidden things of darknefs,

and thereby making manifeft the counfels of the heart.

Ineednot inform your Lordfliip, that Bahels are generally

fufrered to be built pretty high, before GOD comes down to

confound the language of the builders. If knaves are employed

(as commonly they are) GOD'S honour is concerned to dif-

cover them. And if any of his own children are undefignedly

drawn in, (which is frequently the cafe) he, who hath pro-

aiifed not to fuffer them to be tempted above what they are

able to bear, will in mercy, fome way or other, rebuke the

tempter, and make a way for them to efcape. It is true,

this, in public concerns, may fomeumes expofe them to a

little worldly contempt, and for a while they may feem-

ingly be cn.fhed under the rubbifh of the fallen fabric, but

even this fhall work together for their good ; and happy will

it be for them, if after all, they at length learn this impor

tant leflbn, " That it is dangerous, upon any pretence what-

'' foever, to go from the wricten word, or give up their

•' confciences to the guidance of any man, or body of men

•• under heaven." This, your Lordfhip well knows, is what

weak and unftable fouls are too apt to do ; and artful and

defigning men, who arc fond of power, efpecially if natu.

rally they are of an ambitious turn of mind, eafily catch

at the pleafing bait. But honefty, my Lord, will be found

* It appeors too plain from Mr. Rimiui that this hath been the cafe.

And no wonder, liner lie quote* this aiTertion of the ( 'mint's from hi* own

writings, " The ceconoraifts of the fociety may fay to a young ricK

" man, either give us all thou haft, or get tiiec gone."

3 " *•



to be the beft policy after all ; and therefore, GOD forbid

that any who call themfelves the followers of the Lamb,

fliouM glory in any thing fave the crofs of CHRIST.

At prefent, I fhall add no more, but earneftly fay amen,

to that part of the brethren's litany, however exceptionable

in other refpects, " From untimely projects, and from un-

" happily becoming great, keep us our good LORD and

GOD !" And I as heartily pray, that the glorious JESUS may

profper all that is right, and give grace to correct and

amend all that is wrong, among all his people of all de

nominations. I fubfcribe myfelf, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip's moft obedient humble fervant,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

*3
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A SHORT

ADDRESS,

Men, Brethren, and Fathent

THOUGH fo many alarming warnings, pathetic exhor

tations, and fuitable directions, have already been given

both from the prefs and pulpit, by way of preparatives to our

late public day of humiliation ; yet fhould one, who is left

than the leaft of all his brethren, now that folemnity is over,

prefume to trouble his dear countrymen with a foort a idrefse

by way of fupplement to what hath already been offered ; it

is to be hoped, none will be fo unkind as to look upon it as

altogether fuperfluous and needlefs, much lefs, be fo unge

nerous as to cenfure it as proceeding from the pride and

naughtinefe of his heart. But lhould this be the cafe, I (hall

make no olher apology (as I think there needs no other) than

that which David the youngeft of the fons of JeJ/e made long

ago upon a like occafion, " Is there not a caufe?"

An infulting, enraged, and perfidious enemy is now ad

vancing nearer and nearer to the Britijh borders. Not con

tent with invading and ravaging our rightful Sovereign King

Gterge's dominions in America, our popifh adverfaries have

now the ambition to attempt, at leaft to threaten, an invafioa

of England itfelf; hoping, no doubr, thereby, not only to

throw us into confufion at home, but alfo to divert us from

more effectually defeating their malicious defigns abroad. That

fuch a defign (however chimerical it may feem) is now ac

tually on foot, the reyal proclamation lately ifiued forth, renders

indifputable. Which proclamation, as it plainly be peaks his

Majefty's paternal care, doth at the fame time loudly call upon

all his faithful and loving fubjects, not only to ftand upon

their guard, but alfo to cxeu their utmoft efforts, in depend

ence



ance on divine protection, to prevent and render abortive fuch

an unjuft and daring enterprize.

Blefled be GOD ! as a profcffing, though fmful people, we

have lately taken one effe&ual .ftep towards bringing about

fuch a falutary end.

In obedience to a call from the throne, we have been

humbling ourfelves in the moft public and folemn manner l»e-

fo»e-the moft thigh GOD. And it is to be hoped, that the

many tears which were that day fhed, and the thoufands and

thoufands of prayers that were then oftered up, have long fince

been regarded by, and entered into the ears of the LORD of

Sabbaoth. Infidels may perhaps laugh, and make thetnfelves

merry with fuch an infmuation ; but ferious people (and to

ftich in a more peculiar manner is this addrefs dire-cted) will

account it no ways enthufiaftic to affirm, that folemn humilia

tions, whether performed by public communities in general,

or individuals in particular, have always met with fuch a

divine acceptance, as to obtain at leaft a reprieve from, if not

a total removal of, the threatened evil. The deferring of an

impending judgment, only upon the hypocritical, but public

humiliation of a wicked Mab; The mature and providential

deliverance of the Jewijh people from the cruel plot of an

ambitious Haman, for which queen Efther, Mordecai, and the

other diftreflcd Jews fought fo earnefily by public fafting and

prayer : And what is yet more, the total and entire fufpen-

fion of the deftruction of Nineveh, that exceeding great city,

(though fo peremptorily denounced) upon the fafting, pray

ing, and repenting of the king, nobles and common?, at the

preaching of Jonah. Thefe, not to mention many more that

might be adduced from facred ftory, are moft pregnant, and,

at the fame time, very encouraging proofs, that they that

humble themfelves, fhall in GOD'S due time be exalted ; and

therefore, as a nation, we may boldly infer, that the righteous

LOUD, who delights to fhew himfelf ftrong in behalf of thofe

who are of an upright heart, will favour, plead, and vindicate

our righteous caufe.

I am very fenfible, that artful infmuations have been in-

duftrioufly publifhed, in order to lay all the blame of this war

upon us. But bold aflertions and folid proofs are two diffe

rent things; for it is plain, beyond all contradiction, that the

Frentbt



French, fond of rivalling us both at home and abroad, have

mdft unjuftly invaded his Majefty's dominions in America;

and have alfo, by the moft vile artifices and lies, been endea

vouring to draw the fix nations of Indians from our intereft;

hi fhort, almoft all their proceedings ever fince the late treaty

of Aix la Cbapelle, have been little elfe than preparations for,

or a tacit declaration of war. But hq that fitteth in heaven,

as we may humbly hope, laughs them to fcorn ; and, as he

once defeated the counfcl of Achitophel, and came" down to

confound the language of thofe afpiring projectors who would

fain have built a tower, the top of which fhould reach even to

heaven ; fo we truft (whatever dark providences may inter

vene) that he w:ll in the end fruftrate the devices of our ad-

verfary's moft fubtle politicians, and fpeak confuf;on to all

their projects ; who, by aiming at univerfal monarchy, arc

more than attempting to crect a fecond Bdhet.

I have heard, or read fomewhere of a Turkljh General,

who, being called to engage with a chriftian army that had

broken through the moft folemn ties, flood up at the head

of his troops, and then drawing the treaty vhich thry had

broken, out of his bofom, and holding it up in the air, thus

;iddrefled the throne of heaven : " O almighty Being, if thou

•' art, as they fay, thou art, thefe chriftians GOD, thou loveft

" what is right, and hateft perfidy ; look down therefore and

" behold this treaty which they have broken ; and, as thou

" canft not favour what is wrong, render their arms, O GOD,

'' fuccefslefs, and make mine victorious." He ended ; im

mediately the fword was drawn. The two parties vigoroitfljr

engaged, and the perfidious chriftians were beaten off the

field. Thus may our proteftant Generals, or at leaft tlu-ir

Chaplains, deal with our enemy's forces, in refpect to the

treaty of Aix la Chapclle. They, not we, have broken it.

They, not we, have been the ag^rcflbrs : and therefore, not-

withftanding we are looked upon as heretics, and tln-y fight

under the banner of one who ftiles himfelf His mijl Chnfiian

Alajc/ly; a righteous GOD, we truft, in anfwer to prayer, will

humble France, and make the Britijh arms both by fea anj

land, more than conquerors through his love. It is true (and

GOD knows with grief of heart I fpeak it) praying is become

too unfafhionable amongft our people in general, and among

our
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our military men in particular ; but wherein the piety, and

confcquentl v the true policy, of fuch a proceed ure confifts, I

believe will be very difficult to determine. If we have recourfe

to Rollings ancient hiftory, I believe we fhall find, that neither

Darius, Cyrus, Ahxander, nor indeed fcarce any of the Egyptian*

Grecian, Perfian, or Roman Generals, ever undertook any ha

zardous enterprise, without making fome public acknowledg

ment of a deity. And if we confult that hjlory of hijlories,

that too much neglected book (as Sir Richard Steel exprefles

himfelf) emphatically called the SCRIPTURES, we may always

remark, that thofe heroic worthies, who by faith fubdued

kingdoms, and put to ffight the armies of the aliens, were men

if prayer as well as men of valour. And if our refearches

tiflccml down to our own annals, we fhall foon be fatisfied,

that the Britijh arms were never more formidable, than when

our foldiers went forth in the ftrength of the LORD , and with

a bible in one hand, and a fword in the other, chearfully fought

under his banner who hath condefcended to ftile hi mil- lf '* a

n,an of war."

Such an appellation as this, methinks, may fufficiently juf-

tify the lawfulnefs of bearing arms, and drawing the fword in

defence of our civil and religious liberties. For if GOD him

felf is pleafed to ftile himfelf a man of war, furely in a juft and,

righteous caufe (fuch as the Britijh war at prefent is) we may

as lawfully draw our fwords, in order to defend ourfclves

again fI our common and public enemy, as a civil magiftrate

may fit on a bench, and condemn a public robber to death.

Our excellent reformers, fenfible of this, in the thirty-fecond

article of our church, after having declared " that the laws

" of the realm may punifh chriflian men with death for

'' heinous offences ; immediately fubjoins, " that it is lawful

" for chriftian men, at the commandment of the magiftrate,

•' to wear weapons and ferve in the wars." And therefore,

what Bifhop Saunderfon fays of ftudy, may be likewife (aid of

' fighting : " fighting Without prayer is atheifm,' and prayer

" without fighting is prefumption." And I would be the

more particular on this point, becaufe through afatalfcrtipu-

lofity againft bearing arms, even in a defenfive war, his Ma-

jefly hath been, and is not yet out of danger of lofing that

large, extenfive, and but lately moft flourishing province of

Penfyhaniat
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Penjyfoania, the very centre and garden of all North

But whilft I fee fuch very fcrupulous perfons grafping at every

degree of worldly power, and by all the arts of worldly policy

labouring to monopolize, and retain in their own hands all

parts both of the legiflativc and executive branches of civil

government ; to fpeak in the mil dell terms, we may honeftljr

affirm, that they certainly act a moft inconfiflent, and if not

prevented here at home, to thoufands of their neighbours, I

fear a very fatal part. For, fay what we will to the contrary,

if we fearch to the bottom of things, we may foon be con

vinced, that civil magiftracy and defenfive war muft ftand or

fall together. Both are built upon the fame bafis ; and there

cannot be fo much as one Angle argument urged to eftablifh

the one, which doth not at the fame time corroborate and

confirm the other. /

Far be it from me, who profefs myfelf a difciple and minifter

of the Prince of peace, to found a trumpet for war: but when

the trumpet is already founded by a perfidious enemy, and our

king, our country, our civil and religious liberties, are all, as

it were, lying at flake, did we not at fuch a feafon lend our

purfes, our tongues, our arms, as well as our prayers, in de

fence of them, fhould we not juftly incur that curfe which an

infpired Dehorah, when under the immediate influence of ths

Holy Spirit, once uttered, " Curfe ye Mervt, curfc ye bit

terly the inhabitants thereof, becaufe they came not to the

help of the LORD, to the help of the LORD againft the

mighty f " Known unto GOD, and GOD alone, are all our

hearts. Daily and repeated experience convinceth us, that the

greateft talkers are not always the greateft doers. How there

fore any of us may behave when put to the trial, the trial it-

felf can only prove. But, for my own part, whatever my

future condudt may be, (and I know it will be downright

cowardly, if left to myfelf) yet, upon the matureft delibera

tion, I am at prefent fo fully convinced of the jufticc of the

Britijh caul'c, that fuppofing it fhould be laid of me, as it is

of Zivinglitu, " Cecidit in pralic, He fell in battle;" I hope,

if whilft the Liver cords of life were locGng, and I fhould be

attended by any who may be bewailing mine, as the friends

cf Zuinglius did his misfortune, I fhould like him cry our,

- " Ecquidhei jnfcrtuxii? Is this a misfortune J" And not only
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fo, but with my expiring breath add, as he did, " 0 faujiutit

infatuniutn! O happy misfortune!" For, furely, it is far more

preferable to die, though by a popifh fword, and be carried

from the din and noife of war by angels \MotMrabani's bofom,

than to be fuftefed to furvive, only to drag on a wearifome

life, .and to be a mournful fpe&ator, and daily- bewailer of

one's country's ruin. i • •.

Awful and tremendous are the judgments that have lately

been abroad. Twice hath the earth on which this great me

tropolis' Hands, unable, as it were, any longer to fuftain the

weight of its inhabitants fins, been made to tremble and totter

under us. Since that, how amazingly hath the feock been

extended! Africa, (nor hath Amerita itfelf been exempted)

hath in a moft deftrudtive manner felt its dire effects. And

what a dreadful confumption it hath made in various parts of

Spain, and, in a more efpeci.il manner, at Lifan, the metro

polis of Portugal, is beyond conception, and beyond the power

of the moft mafterly pen to defcribe. It is to be q&eftionedi

whether the like hath ever been heard of fince the deluge.

Surely nothing was wanting to figure out, and realize to that

diftrefied people the horror of the laft day, but th'C found of

the trump, and the actual appearance of the great Judge of

quick and dead. But awful and tremendous as fuch phseno-

menas of nature may be; yet, if we confider the confequences

of things, was even the like judgment to befal us, (which may

GOD avert!) it would be but a fmall one, in comparifon of ouf

hearing that a Fruich army, accompanied with a popifh Pre

tender, and thoufands of Rrmi/b pricfts, was fuffered to invade,-

fubduc, and defiroy the bodies and fubftance, and, as the nc-

cefiary confequences of both thefe, to blind, deceive, and ty

rannize over the fouls and confcieiice? of the people belonging

to this happy ifle.

GOD forbid, that I fhould give flattering titles to- any ; for"

in fo doing, I fhould provoke him to take away my foul. But

furely we muft have eyes that fee not, and cars that hear nof,

as well as hearts that do not underftand, if we do not know,

and fee, and f';el, that in refpect to our civil and religious

liberties, xvc are undoubtedly the freeft people under heaven.

And I dare appeal to the moft ungrateful and malicious male-

contenr, to prcduce any sera in the Biitijh annal?, wherein

. • we



toe hav.e enjoyed fuch a continued lerles of civil and religions

liberty, a%we have been favoured with tor ;hefe twenty-ei^ht

years laft pafi, under ehe mild and ^eiit4e i.Jminiftration of our

dread and rightful Sovereign King George. • Surely he hath

been a nurfing father to people of all denominations; and

however he may be denied it, yet he may, without a compli

ment, juftly claim from the prefent, as well as future ages, the

deferved title of GEORGE THE GREAT. But notwithftanding

this, fuch is the degeneracy of human nature, it muft necef-

farily be expected, that, in a nation grown wanton with liberty

like ours, there are a great multitude of unhappy perions, who

being men. of lax principles, loofe lives, and broken fortunes,

will be fo abandoned, as to break through all reftraints of

gratitude, loyalty and religion ; and, like Cataline and his

wicked confederates, be fond of joining in any change of go

vernment, whereby they may entertain the moft diftant prof-

pecT; of bettering their fortunes, and gratifying their ambition,

though it be at the expence of their country's blood. This

hath been, and no doubt /till continues to be, the fa:e of all

civil governments in the world, and confequently. is no more

than what we may expect, in times of tumult and danger,

will be acted over again in our own land by men of fuch cor

rupt minds. But how any ferious and judicious, much lefs

religious and devout perfon, can be fo ftapid to all principles

of feif-intcreft, and fo dead even to all maxims of common

fenfe, as to prefer a French to an Englijh government ; or a

pufijh Pretender, born, nurfed, and bred up in all the arbitrary

and deftructive principles of the court and church of Romet

to the prefent proicfiant fucceflion fettled in the illuftrious line

of Hanover, muft be imputed to nothing clfc but an awtul

infatuation.

Hear ye, (if there be any into whofe hands this addrefs may

fall, that are defirous of fuch a change) not to dwell entirely

upon the many innumerable civil or temporal lofies we fhould

fuftain : hear ye, I fay, the mild and gentle language of one

of his Moft Chriftian Majefty's late declarations concerning

religion.

" Being informed, that there have fprung up, and ftill arc

fpringing up, daily in our realm, a great number of preachers,

whofe fcle bufinefs is to flir up the people to rebellion, and

to



to difluade them from the practice of the Roman catholic ana

apoftolic religion ; we do command that all preachers, who

(hall call affemblies, preach in them, or difcharge any other

function, be put to death ; the punifhment appointed by the

declaration in July 1686, for the miniHer of the pretended re

formed religion, which we would not, for the future* have

any one efteem a mere threatening, which will not bfe put in

execution. We do likewife .forbid our fubjefls to receive the"

laid minifters or preachers, to conceal, aid, or affift them) or

have, directly or indirectly, any intercourfe or correfpondence

with them. We farther enjoin all thofe, who (hall know any '

of the faid preachers, to inform againft them to the officers of

the refpective places ; the whole under pain, in cafe of tref-

pafs, of being condemned to the gallies for life, if men; and.)

if women, of being fhorn, and fhut up the remainder of their

days in fuch places as our judges fhall think expedient ; and

whether they be men or women, under pain of confifca-i

tion."

After perufing this, read, read alfo, I befeech you, the"

(hocking accounts of the horrid butcheries, and cruel murders

committed on the bodies of many of our fellow-fubjedls in

America, by the hands offavage Indians, inftigated thereto by

more than favage pefi/h priefts.* And if this be the beginning,

what may we fuppofe the end will be, fhould a French power*

or popifh Pretender, be permitted to fubdue either us or them?

Speak, Smitl fktel, fpeak, and by thy dumb, but very perfuafive

oratory, declare to all that pafe by and over thce, how many

Englijh proteftant martyrs thou haft feen burnt to death in the

reign of a cruel popifh Queen, to whom the prefent Pretender

to the Britijk throne at leaft claims a kind of a diftant kindred ?

Speak Ireland, fpeak, and tell if thou canft, how many thou-

fands, and tens of thoufands of innocent unprovoking pro-

tcftams were maflacred in cold blood by the hands of cruel

papifts within thy borders, about a century ago ? Nay, fpeak

Paris, fpeak, (for though popifh, on this occafion we will ad

mit thy evidence) and fay, how many thoufands of proteflants

were once flaughtered, on purpofe, as it were, to ferve up as 1

bloody deflerttf to grace the fplemnity of a marriage-feaft. But

• See a pamphlet, intitled, A briefHew tftbe CendaQ !jf fenfylrania,

fir tte nor 17 $$.

why
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Why go.wt back to fuch diftant zras ? Speak, Langmdoc, fpeak,

and tell if thou canft, how many proteftant minifters have been

lately executed i how many more of their hearers have been

dragooned and fent to the gallics ; and how many hundreds

are now, in confequence of the above-mentioned edict, lying

in prifons, and faft bound in mifery and iron, for no other

crime than that unpardonable one in the Raml/h church,

" hearing and preaching the pure gofpel of the meek and

lowly JESUS."

And think you, my ,dear countrymen, that Rome, glutted

as it were with proteftant blood, will now reft fatisfied, and

fay, " I have enough !" No, on the contrary, having, through

the good hand of GOD upon us, been kept fo long faffing, we

may reafonably fuppofe, that the popifh priefts are only grown

more voracious, and (like fo many hungry and ravenous wolves

purfuing the harmlefs and innocent flocks of fheep) will with

double eagernefs purfue after, feize upon, and devour their

wifhed-for proteftant prey ; and, attended with their bloody

red-coats, thofe gallic inftruments of reformation, who know

they muft either fight or die, will neceflarily breathe out no

thing but threatening and flaughter, and carry along with

them defo'ation and deftruction in all its various fhapes and

tortures, go where they will.

But I humbly hope, vile as we are, a gracious, long-fuffer-

ing and merciful GOD, will not fuffer us to fall into their

blood-thirfty and cruel hands. He hath formerly moft re

markably interpofed in England's favour ; and why fhould we

in the leaft doubt, but that he will again reveal his omnipo

tent arm, and make our extremity to be his opportunity, to

help and defend us, againft fuch threatening and unjuft in

vaders ? Invincible as the Spanijh armada was fuppofed to be,

and all-powerful as the Pope, under whofe broad feal they

acted, might boaft he was in heaven or hell, it is plain he

had no power over the water. " For thou didft blow, O

LORD, with thy wind, and the enemy was fcattered." And

is not this GOD the fame now as he was yefterday ? And

will he not continue the fame for ever? Of whom then

fhould the inhabitants of Great Britain be afraid ? Bleftcd be

GOD, if we look to fecond caufes, we have a glorious fleet,

brave admirals, a well-difciplined army, experienced officers,

VOL. IV, S and,
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and, if occa'fion fhould require, thoufands and thou fends of

hearty voluntiers, with a Royal Hero, who hath once been

made happily inftrumental to lave his country from impend

ing ruin, if not Majefty itfelf prepared to head them. And

if by fafting from as well as for fin, and by flying, through a

living faith, to the merits of a dying, rifen, afcended and in

terceding Mediator, we can but make GOD our friend, we

need not fear what Frante and Rome, and Hell, with all their

united force, can do unto, or plpt againft us. The way of duty

is the way of fafety. And if we are but found in the due ufe

of proper means, we may confidently leave the iflue and event

of things wijh GOD. Be that event what it will (and I truft

it will be a profperous one) we have a divine authority to fay

unto the righteous, it fhall be well with them. GOD'S own

people, amidft all the wars and rumours of wars, may reft re-

cure ; for they not only dwell under the fhadow of the moft

High, but have his own royal word for it, that all things fhall

work together for their good. And not only fo, but they may

be fully aiTured, that all the malicious efforts and defigns of

men and devils fhall be fo far from obftructing, that, on the

contrary, through the fure, though fecret hand of an ever-

watchful, over-ruling, and omnipotent providence, they fhall

at prefent, (howbcit they think not fo) be made not only to

fubfcrve the prefent further enlargement of his iuterefts, who,

in fpight of all the ftrivings of the potfherdo of the earth, will

hold the balance of UNIVERSAL MONARCHY in his own hands;

but at laft fhall terminate in the full and compleat eftablimr

rr.ent and perfection of that blefled kingdom, whofe law i$

truth, whofe king is love, and whofe duration is eternity.

Fiat! Fist ! Amen and



P R E F 'A C E

T O T H E

SERIOUS READER,

On Behalf of

The Rev. SAMUEL CLARK E'S Edition

of the BIBLE.

S 2



• I



£ 277 )

A

P R E F A C

WHEN Philip the Evangel ift was commanded by the

Holy Spirit, to go hear and join himfelf to the cha

riot of a man of Ethiopia, and found him reading Efaias the

£ropnet, we arc told, Atts viii. ver. 30. that he introduced

himfelf with this queftion, " Underftandeft thou what thou

readeft ?" The Ethiopian, though an eunuch, a perfon of

great authority under Queen Candacet inftead of being offended

at this feeming impertinence, mildly anfwered, verfe 31.

" How can I, except fome man guide me ?" And as a proof

of his willingnefs to be guided, he deflres Philip that he would

tome up and fit with him. Upon which, as we are further

informed, ver. 35. " Philip opened his mouth and began at the

" fame fcripture," which the eunuch was then providentially

reading, " and preached unto him JESUS." An inftructive

paflage this ! Not merely as it fhews us, that the greateft per-

fonages ought not to think themfelves above perufing GOD'S"

lively oracles ; but alfo as it points out to us that teachable

and child-like difpofition, with which all ought to come to

the redding of them ; as well as the care which the Holy Spi

rit of GOD takes, to furnifh fuch as have a mind to do his

will, with proper inftructors, that they may know it. " The

*' meek will he guide in his way."

Now what the Evangelift Philip was then to1 this devout

Ethiopian, that, fpiritual and gofpel commentators are to u»

now: For though the grand lines of our chriftian faith and

practice, are written in fuch plain and legible characters,

" that he who runs may read ;" yei if we duly fearch the

fcriprures, we fhall find many things both in the Old and

New Teftatnent, into the due knowledge of which, We have

need of fome men, or of fome good men's Works, to guide us.

Various and abundant are the helps of this kind, with which

the prefent age and people of this land are favoured ; but

S 3 amongft
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amongft them all, in my poor opinion, next to holy Mr.

Matbnu Henry 's incomparable comment upon the Bible; the

Reverend Samuel Clarke's Old and NewTeftament with anno

tations, feem to be the beft calculated for univerfal edifica

tion. For they contain, though a fhort, yet (generally fpeak-

ing) a full and fpiritual interpretation of the moft difficult

words and phrafes. A great many parallel fcriptures, both as

to matter and words, are moft judicloufly inferted. To this

is added, an analyfis, or the contents not only of near every

book and chapter, but of almoft every verfe of every chapter

in the whole Bible : and yet the notes and references are fo

difpofed in the manner of printing, that the reader, if he hath

no time for a further enquiry, may read the bare text without

any interruption, or if but little time, he may almoft with a

fingle glance, fee the meaning of any particular word, phrafe,

or paflage, as he goes along. It muft be con fefled, indeed,

that in the former editions, a few expreifions in the explana

tory notes feemed not fo unexceptionable ; but then it muft

be obferved, that they were but few, and thofe in this edition,

as I am informed, are for the moft part correiiled. It may be,

that the curious and very critical reader may meet with fome

few that may have efcaped prefent notice. But alas ! if we

forbear reading any book or comment, 'till we meet with one

that will fuit every tafte and is liable to no exception, I fear

we muft never read at all. The beft of mens books, as well

as the beft of men, are but men and the books of men, at the

beft : it is the peculiar property of thy life, and of thy book,

O blefled JESUS ! to be exempt from all real imperfections.

Happy they who both in their writings and conduit come

neareft" to thy divine copy, and moft blefled example !

If it fhould now be enquired who this Reverend Samuel

Clarke might be ? Muft I tell thee ? He was one of the many-

worthies who were ejected by the black Bari'bolmnew afti But

let not this ftartle thee, courteous reader ; for thou wilt here

find no difputes about, church government, no controverfy •

about rite* or ceremonies ; bat (as far as I am capable of

judging) the mind of the ever-bleffed GOD, opened and ex-

plained 'in a manner equally ncceifary and ufefiU for all feri-

ous chriftians of all denominations. As fuch, I have fpoken

•f it, both from the pulpit, and in private converfauon, many

years
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jrars ago ; and if any thing I have faid, hath been, or fhall

be, in the leaft inftrumental in promoting its prefent publica

tion, or future ufefulnefs, whatever exceptions may be made

by perfons of different fentiments, I fhall look upon it as an

honour conferred upon me, by our great and common

LORD.

At the fame time, I muft cohfefs, it gave me pleafure about

a year ago, to find this very book recommended in the ftrongeft

manner, in the fecond volume of Dr. Calamy's lives. His

words are thefc, • " I cannot forbear here adding a particular

account of the Bible which he publifhed. He firft formed

the defign in his younger years, in the univerfity ; and made

it the work of his moft retired leifure, and folemn thoughts.

It ripened with years and experience, and was the refuh of

great reading and confideration, both of the beft practical

writers and the moft celebrated criticks. It is a work of

great exa<Snefs and judgment ; commonly fixes on the true

ftnfe of the place ; diligently obferves the connection of

things ; freely reprefents the principal matters that occcor ;

and contains the fulleft account of parallel places, of any other

extant. He was fo happy in this performance, as to obtain

the concurring tefiimony of two great and excellent men, who

•were thought to have different fentiments of fome points of

religion; viz. Dr. Owen and Mr. Baxter in their refpedlivC '

epiftles before the quarto edition of the New Teftament. The '

•words of the former are remarkable. " But this I muft fay,

" that to the beft of my underftanding, he has made his choice

" of the efpecial fenfe which he gives of the word, in all

places, with great diligence and judgment. And it is evi

dent, that in the whole, he has fo Carefully and conftantly

attended to the analogy of faith, that "th£ reader may fafely'

truft to himi without fear of being led into the fnarc of any

error, or unfound opinion." The words of the latter are.

•' And I efpecially commend it as orthodox, in explaining'

" thofe texts which meddle with juftification, remiffion of fin,

" with faith and works, and Cuch great and practical points of

'' doctrine ; fo that the reader need not fear the corrupting hi«

*' underftanding, by any fecret infinuadon of errors, or dan-

•' gerous mixture of private, and unfound opinions." Since

both of them, herein freely exprefled their proper fentiments,
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it is fcarce conceivable how there could be any very important

Difference remaining between them. But be it as it will as

to that ; :!.i> was in a manner the work of Mr. Clarke's life,

and beafs.tku?. lively fignatures of his exact learning, fingular

piety, ind indefatigable induftry,; and has been valued by

good judges of different fenttments and perfuafions, conlidcr-

ing the brevity of the parts, and intirenefs of the whole, as

the beft fingle book upon the Bible in the world.

To thefe'may be added the joint opinions of Dr. Bates and

Mr. How, who thus exprefled themfelves. " Having feri-

" oufly perufed this laborious work, we cannot but judge, the

" ufefulnefs will anfwer the author's great induftry ; whofe ex-

". cellent fkill hath with that concifenefs, and yet clearnefs,

" given the mind of GOD in the facred oracles of the New

" Teftament, that we cannot doubt, but GOD will render it

" ferviceable, to the edifying of confcientious and humble

" readers, in knowledge, faith and obedience." If it fhould

be objected that thtrfe were Diflenters, Dr. Calamy adds, to

our author's honour, " that his annotations on the Bible were

" fo highly valued by fome of the moft eminent of the clergy

" of the Church of England, that one of the learned body de-

" clared them to be fo ufeful (efpecially that part that con-

" tained parallel fcriptures) that he could not compofe his

" fermons without them. Another faid, that if they could not

•' be had under fifty pounds, he would give that fum rather

" than not have them. And one of the higheft rank thought

fit to recommend them to young divines, at their ordina-

" tion."

In refpect to Mr. Clarkis perfonal character, Dr. Calamy

further informs us that, " He was a man of very conCdera-

" ble learning ; a good critic ; efpecially in the fcriptures ; a

" great textuary, an excellent preacher ; a great enemy of fu-

" perftition and bigotry : yet zealous for unaffected piety. He

'' was one of grea1. moderation, both, in his principles and

" temper, lived uiciully, and in much efteem ; and in his

" laft hours had great peace and ferenity." After fuch enco

miums from fuch tall cedars in our Lebanon, any further re

commendation from one of fo fmall a growth, or fuch a

drub as I am, can be but of little weight. I fhall therefore

detain the intelligent and religious reader no longer, thnn

whilft



whilft I fubjoin my hearty prayers, that whether he or I, or

any other chriftian of any denomination, read this or any

other comment, or the pure fcriptures, without any comment,

that we may in fuch wife read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-

geft them ; that by patience and comfort of GOD'S holy word,

we may embrace, and ever hold faft the hlefled hope of ever-

lafting life, which he hath given us in our Saviour JESUS

CHRIST.

Chriftian reader,

Thine in our common LORD,

GEORGE WHIT x FIELD.

LonJtnt Ofliher i, 1/59.
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OB S E R VATIONS

ON SOME

FATAL MISTAKES,

In a Book lately publifhed, and intitled,

" The DOCTRINE or GRACE ; or, The OFFICE and

OPERATIONS of the HOLY SPIRIT vindicated from

the Infults of Infidelity, and the Abufes of Fana-

ticifm. By William Lord Bifhop of Gleucejter"

In a LETTER to a FRIEND.

Truth is never more grofly alufed, nor its Advocates mere Jif-

binsured, than when they employ the fool'tji) Arts of Sophiftryt

Buffoonery, and Scurrility in its Defence. .

Bifhop of Gloucefter's Preface.
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OBSERVATIONS,

My dear Friend,

WHEN the great St. Paul, in his epiftle to the Ro

mans, had a mind to lay a folid foundation for the

grand diftinguifhing doctrines of the gofpel, I need not inform

you, that, like a wife mafter-builder, he took care to dig deep

into the corruption of human nature : and after having given

us a lively portraiture of the univerfal depravity of the Gtntite

world, he proceeded, in a moft mafterly manner, to bring

flown the proud thoughts and high imaginations of the felf-

frighteous and formal Pharifees ; by proving, to a demonftra-

tion, that the Jewijh profeffbrs, notwithftanding all their pe

culiar advantages of external revelation, circumcifion, near

affinity to Abraham, and fuch- like, were all equally included

under An, were all equally guilty before GOD, had all equally

fallen fhort of his glory, confequently were all upon an equal

level with the reft of mankind, and flood as much in need of

the free grace of GOD in CHRIST JESUs, and the fanctifying

operations of his Holy Spirit, as the moft favage barbarian,

pr difputing Greek. This was acting like as did the forcrun-

yier or harbinger of o«r blefled LORD ; for, when he faw

many of the Sadducees and Pharifees (the infidels and profef-

fors of that age) coming to his baptifin, difregarding as it

were the former, in a very pungent, and what fome would

term, a very unpolite manner, he thus addrefleth himfelf to

fhe latter : " O generation of vipers, who hath warned you

to flee from the wrath ro come ? And think not to fay within

yourfelves, We have Abraham for our father ; for I fay unto

you, GOD is able of thefe ftones to raife up children unto

Abraham" But why fpeak I of acting like the forerunner ?

1 fhould rather have faid, this was imitating our common

LORD himfelf, who, in his glorious and divine lermwi, (when,

to
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to ufe the words of the feraphic Hervey, " a mount was his

'' pulpit, and the heavens were his founding-board") em

ploys himfelf chiefly in detecting the falfe glofTes and corrupt

interpretations of the then mafters of Ifrael; withal adding

this cutting affertion, " Unlefs your righteoufnefs exceeds

the righteoufnefs of the fc.ibes and pharifees, ye fhall in no

cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven."

What a pity is it, my dear friend, that our modern defenders

of chriflianity, in their elaborate and undoubtedly well-meant

treatifes, have not been more iiudious to copy after fuch

bright and unerring examples ! Many of thefe tracts I know

you have read ; and am perfuaded, out of your ufual candour,

you will do them fo much juftice as to acknowledge, that, in

refpedl to the outworks of religion, fuch as clearing up the

prophecies of the Old, and vindicating the miracles of the

New Tefbment, againft the attacks of infidels and free*

thinkers, they have fhewn themfelves, as far as bare human

learning, adikd to external revelation, can carry them, to be

mafters of ftroog reafoning, nervous language, and conclufwe

arguments, liut then, as I have often heard you lament, one

thing 'they fcem to lack, a deeper and more experimental

knowledge of themfelves, and of JESUS CHRIST. Hence it

is, that when they come to touch upon the internals and vitals

of chriftianity, they are quite grappled, and write fo unguard

edly of the,all -powerful influences of the Holy Ghoft, as to

fink us into a ftatc of doiunright formality ; which, if the Apo-

il!c Paul may be our judge, we have need as much to be cau

tioned againft, as of fanaticifm, fuperftition, or infidelity u-

felf: for in his tecond epiftle to Timothy^ after giving us a-

dreadful account of the abounding of wicked men in the laft

perilous times, fuch as " lovers of their own felves, covetous,

boafters, proud, blafphemers, difobedient to parents, unthank

ful, unholy, without natural aftection, truce-breakers, falfe-

accufers, incontinent, fierce, defpifers of thofc that are good,

traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleafure more than

lovers,of GOD ;" he brings up the rear in this awful manner,

" ,Haying -a, form of godlinefs, but denying the power thereof,

from fucb, turn away;" and to ufe the words of our LORD,

" Publican. ..in; harlots enter into the kingdom,of GOD be

fore them.". .. ..

* Sorry
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Sorry am I to fend you word, that a writer of this unhappy

ilamp now lies upon my table : a writer, who, although he

entitles his book, " The Offices and Operations of the Holy

" Ghoft vindicated from the Infults of Infidelity and Abufes

*' of Fanaticifm," yet, in his great zeal againft the latter, and

to the no finall encouragement of the former, as far as per-

verted reafon and difguifed fdphiftry could carry him, hath,

in effect, robbed the church of CHRIST of its promifed Com

forter ; and thereby left us, upon whom the ends of the world

are .come, without any fupernatural influence or divine ope

rations whatfoever. Often have I heard you obferve, that

there never was an age in which the Rewards of the myfteries

of CHRIST were more loudly called upon to vindicate the

offices and operations of the Holy Spirit, than this wherein

we live. And, for my own part, I cannot help thinking,

that the moft accomplimed and duly qualified perfoa in the

univerfe, could he write or fpeak fo extenfively, that the

whole world might hear or read him, could not poffibly ex-

prefs his love to mankind in general, and to the church of

GOD, purchafed with his own blood, in particular, in a more

neceflary, commendable, and ufeful way, than by declaring,

upon the houfe-top, that the Holy Ghoft, like its almighty

Purchafer, is the fame to-day as he was yefterday ; that he is

now, as well as formerly, in the ufe of all inftituted means,

appointed to convince the world of fin, of righteoufnefs, and

judgment ; to lead them into all truth, by fpiritually opening

their underftandings, that they may underftand the fcriptures;

and to renew a clean heart and right fpirit within them here,

in order that they may be thereby prepared for the full enjoy

ment of a triune, and ever-blefled GOD hereafter. This'you

•will judge, my dear friend, is what any one might have rea-

fonably expected to have met with, in a book, bearing fuch a

promifing title. But alas, how was I difappointed ! And

how will you be equally furprifed, when I tell you, that upon

perufing tho book itfelf, I found that the author, inftead of

vindicating or averting, rather denies and ridicules the (land

ing and unalterable operations of the Holy Ghoft. For, hav

ing ingenioufly taken a great deal of learned pains againft the

infmuations of Doctor Middleton,, to prove that there once

was a Holy Ghoft ; and that he>did once actually defcend

upon



upon the Apoftles, on the day of Pentecoft ; and further,

that he did once infpire the facred writers to fettle the canon

of fcripture ; he then, in order to tear up fupcrftition, and

what foe calls fanaticifm, by the roots, takes infinitely greater

pains (as well he might, being a moft arduous tafk indeed)

to fhew, that what true believers, in all ages, have always

Jookrd upon to be the jlanding and ordinary operations of the

Spirit, " Such as manifeft themfclves in grace and knowledge,

" and which adminifter aid in fpiritual diftrefles, are to be

?' accounted and called miraculous, as much as thofe which

" extended outwards, in the gift of healing, and the relief

*' of other corporeal infirmities." And thefe " miraculous

" powers (he adds) being now, upon the perfect eftablifh-

^* ment of chriftianity, totally withdrawn, it confequently

'' muft be fuperftitious and fanatical to look for, or pretend

•' to be poffefied of, any of thofe operations which manifeft

•' themfelves in grace and knowledge, and which adminifter

•' aid in fpiritual diftrefles." Pages 75, 82, 83, octavo edi

tion. Strange afiertions thefe, you will fay, for a vindicator

of the offices and operations of the Holy Ghoft, againft the

infults of infidelity, and the abufes of fanaticifm ! Alas !

what could a Middleton fay more ? Nay, I could almoft add,

where hath he exprefsly faid fo much ? But if it be fuperfti-

tion to look for, if it be fanaticifm to feek after, and not reft

till we are actually and experimentally poflefled of, the fuper-

natural influences of theBlefTed Spirit, manifefting themfelves

in grace and divine knowledge, and affording aid in fpiritual

diftrefles, then may you and I, my dear friend, become more

and more fuperftitious and fanatical every day ! For I am

pcrfuaded, that without fuch divine manifeftations as exceed

the povvers of humanity, were we to be figned with the fign

of the crofs in baptifm, a thoufand times over, we could

never fuccefsfully fight under CHRIST'S banner againft fin,

the world, and the devil, and confequently not fo much as

truly commence, much lefs continue to be, his faithful fer-

vants and foldiers even to the end of our lives.

Surely, was the Apoftle Paul to rife from the dead, and

read over, or hear of fuch ftrange pofitions, his fpirit, as once

at •fthens, would again be ftirred in him ; to fee a writer thus

attempting to ereci an altar for the public woffbip of an un

it known
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known GOD : I fay, an unknown GOD. For how is it poffi-

ble, in the very nature of the thing, for us, who are by nan/re

carnal 'and fold under fin, ever to worfhip GOD, who is a lpi-

rlt, in fpirit and in truth, without fome inward manifefta-

tions of grace and fpirltual knowledge, fuperadded to the

fight of external revelation, to enable us fo to do ? For, to

apply what this Apoftle obferves upon a like occafion, " he is

not a real chrifttan, who is only one outwardly ; but he alone

is a true chriftian, who is one inwardly, whofe baptifm is that

of the heart, in the fpirit, and not merely of the water, whofe

praife- is not'ttf man, but of GOD." 'And yet (would you

rhink if?) this writer is fo unwary as to attempt to prefs this

very Apoftle, that true aflertor of the doctrine of grace; that

genuine, irrefragable vindicator of the offices and operations

of the Holy Spirit, into his miftaken fervice. Never, I be

lieve, were the faint and the fcholar, the gentleman and the

chriftian, more fweetly blended together, than in the charac*

ter and writings of this favourite of heaven. How often, my

dear friend, in our more retired moments, when converfingf

together concerning the lively oracles of GOD, have you

called upon me to take notice of this truly great man's' perti

nent and powerful preaching before Felix the governor, as

wv!l as hi; inexpreffibly polite and perfuafive addrefs to Kingf

jfgrippa ? And how have you again and again read Over td'

me, and made remarks upon, thofe ftriking images, and thoie

divine characterifties, which this accomplifhed mafter of hu

man and divine rhetoric lays before us, in the xiiith chapter

of his iirft epiftle to the Corinthians, of that moft excellent

grace charity, or the love of GOD ? A grace fo abfoluteljr

necefiary to the chriftian life, that without it, to ufe the in

imitable language of this infpired writer, " Though we had

a' miraculous faith, fo as to remove mountains,' nay though'

we fhould give all our goods to feed the poor, and even our

bodies to be burnt, it would profit us nothing." A grace

that never faileth, but a facred fomething of which we fhall

eternally remain poffefled, and be increafmg in, even when

faith (hall end in the vifion, and hbpe in the endlefs fruition

of the ever-blefled GOD. O my dear friend, how frequently

have our hearts burned within us, under the glowing warmth,

of fuch an animating profpeft ? And yet, incredible as i;

VOL. IV. T
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may fecm to .you, 1 aflure you, that this very chapter is

fingled out by our haplefs Author, to prove, " That fuper-

" natural mani reflations of grace and knowledge, and fpiri-

" tual aids in fpiritual diftrefles, were the miraculous gifts of

" the primitive church, and were totally withdrawn on its

" perfect eitablifhment." Surely a more pertinent one could

not be felected out of the whole New Teftament, to prove di-

rect!y the contrary. For let any man impartially examine the

glorious infeparable properties and concomitants of this divine

grace and gift, CHARITY, recorded in this chapter, can he

then make the leaft doubt, whether any perfon living, can

poffibly be pofTefied of this moft excellent gift, without thofe

very fupernatural manifeftations of grace and knowledge, and

thofe divine influences of the Holy Spirit exceeding the

'powers of humanity, which this unhappy writer would fain

perfuade us arc now abated or totally withdrawn. " Charity

(fays our Apoftle) fuffereth long, and is kind ; charity envieth

not; charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not purled up, feeketh

not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, re-

joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all

things, hopeth all things, endureth all things." Now can

human reafon, with all its heights ; can calm philofophy,

with all its depths ; or moral fuafion, with all its infmuating

arts ; fo much as pretend to kindle, much lefs to maintain

and blow up into a fettled habitual flame of holy fire, fuch a

fpark as this in the human heart ? Sooner might one attempt

to extinguifh the moft rapid and devouring flames, by reading

a lecture upon the benefit of cold water ; or reach out one's

prefumptuous hand to create a new heaven and a new earth ;

than to dream of extinguifhing thole innate, fiery paffions of

envy, felfifhnefs, or malice, which this charity or love of GOD

is here faid to militate again ft ; or, to work or form the foul

into any of thofe divine tempers here fpoken of, as the ge

nuine effe£h and fruits of the love of GOD. No, my dear

friend, thefe are flowers not to be gatheredjn nature's garden.

They are exoties ; planted originally in heaven, and in the

great work of the new birth, are tranfplanted by the Holy

Ghoft, not only into the hearts of the firft Apoftles, or pri

mitive chriftians, but into the hearts of all true believers,

even to the end of the world. For doubtlsfs of all fuch

St.
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$t. Paul fpeaks, when he fays, " Tribulation Worketh r;a-

tience, patience experience, experience hope, and hope maketh

not afhamed, becaufe the love of GOD is fbed abroad in our

hearts by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto us." And

hence, doubtlefs, it is, that we were all in general, directed

in one of the collects of our church, to " pray to that LORD

" who hath taught us, that all our doings without charity,

" are nothing worth, that he would fend the Holy Ghoft,

" and pour into our hearts that moft excellent gift of charity."

So that, according to our reformers, fupernatural influence;

and manifeftations of grace and knowledge, are fo far from

being totally withdrawn, that, in the end of this very colled},

they teach us to confefs, that " without them," or, which

is the fame, without the love of GOD poured into the heart

by the Holy Ghoft, " whofoever liveth, is counted dead be

fore him." But, if we will believe our Author, charity fig^

nifies little more than the outward eftablifhment of the chrif-

tian church, and confequently, that the Apoftle means no

more in this chapter than to fhew us, " That prophecies,

'' myfteries, knowledge," (i'. e. according to this writer, all

fupernatural knowledge) " were to ceafe when chriftianity

" arrived to a perfect eftablifhment." Page 82.—Nay,

fcorning to tread in the fteps of Wbitby, Hammond, Bur/tit,

and every confiftent fpiritual expofitor of holy writ, our new

commentator, out of his paradoxical genius, labours to prove,

that when the great Apoftle aflerts, that " charity never fails,"

and therefore hath the preference over faith and hope, he

means nothing lei's than to aflert its eternal duration, and that

confequently his true meaning hath hitherto efcaped every un

wary reader but himfelf, pages 75, 6, 7. Confcious, no

doubt, of this fingularity, and juftly aware of its needing

fome apology, .he very properly adds, page 82. that fuch an

uncommon interpretation " inftructs the unwary reader, with

•' what caution and application he mould come to the ttudy

" of that profound reafoning with which all St. Paul'*

" epiftles abound." And may I not, at leaft with as great

propriety fubjoin, that this may alfo inftruct every unwary rea

der, with what caution he mould come to the ftudy of that

profound reafoning with which this treatife abounds ? fo very

profound, that I believe it exceeds the power* of humanity to

T 2 fathom
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fathom its depths, fo far as to draw out of it any true, con

fiftent interpretation of the Apoftle's reafoning on this chapter

at all.

1 might here add, my dear friend, feme other fpecimens of

our Author's manner of explaining fcripture, by his fine hu

man reafon : for inftance, ' Keeping ourfelves unfpotted

from the world, he fays, page 157, fignifies only our ufing

the means of grace.' And again, when the Apoftle informs

us, Ephef. v. 9. " that the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodnefs,

righteoufnefs, and truth," he tells us, that " truth refers to

" chriftian doctrine, goodnefs to chriftian practice, and by

" righteoufnefs is meant, the conduct of the whole to parti-

" culars, and confifts in that equal gentlenefs of government,

" where church-authority is made to coincide with the

'' private rights of conference ; and this refers to chriftian

" discipline * ;" with feveral fuch like inftances, which even

the moft unwary reader, without much fiudy or application,

may meet with, fcattered up and down this Author's perform

ance ; but this would be too great a digreffion. Indeed I

fhould not have dwelt fo long even upon this extraordinary

interpretation of the thirteenth chapter of the firft epiftle to

the Corinthians, had not the writer himfelf called it, this decfive

paj/agf, and given it a$ his opinion, 'page 76, " That this is

" the only exprefs declaration recorded in fcripture, to prove,

" that all fupernatural knowledge or divine influence wai

" to ceafe, wben'chriftianity was perfectly eftablifhed, or the

" world arrived at a perfect chriftian ftate." But every day's

experience, nay this Author's very book, proving beyond a

doubt, that chriftianity is not as yet thus perfectly eftablifhed ;

we may yet, according to his own principles, expect divine

manifcfhtions of grace and knowledge, and fpiritual aids un

der fpiritual diftrcfies, without juftly incurring the imputation

either of fuperftitipn or fanaticifm.

But to proceed. However profound and unintelligible our

Author's comments may be, yer, when he comes to fhew the

reafonablenefs and funefs of an abatement of total withdraw-

* How much more pertinent is Mr. C/uri's interpretation ? Accord

ing to him, " Goodnel's is an inclination to do good to others, truth ii

freedom from hypocriiy and difiimulation, righteoufnefs is jull dealing."

' Epbef. v. 9.

ing
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ing of divine influence in thefelaft days, (but woe to the chrif-

tian world if he fucceeds in his unhallowed attempt!) he

fpeaks intelligibly enough. " On the Spirit's firft defcent

•' upon the Apoftles, he found their minds rude and unin-

" formed, ftrangers to all celeftial knowledge, prejudiced in

" favour of a carnal law, and utterly averfe to the dilates of

" the everlafting gofpel. The minds of thefe he illuminated,

" and, by degrees, led into all truths neceflary for the profef-

" fors of the faith to know, or for the propagators of it to

'* teach."—True.—" Secondly, the nature and genius of

" the gofpel were fo averfe to all the religious inftitutions of

" the world, that the whole ftrength of human prejudices

" was fet in oppofition to it. To overcome the obftinacy and

" violence of thofe prejudices, nothing lefs than the power

«' of the Holy One was fufficient."—.Good.—" And, thirdly

" and laftly, There was a time when the powers of this world

" were combined together for its deftruction. At fuch a pe-

'' riod, nothing but fuperior aid from above, could fupport

** humanity in fuftaining fo great a conflict as that which the

•' holy martyrs encountered with joy and rapture, the horrors

" of death and torment."—Excellent.—But what follows?

.—According to our Author,

Tempera mutantur, not et mutamur in illis.

" BUT now," (a dreadful but it is !) the profcffion of chrif-

'' tianity is attended with eafe and honour ;" and we are now,

it feems, fo far from being " rude and uninformed, and ut-

" terly averfe to the dictates of the everlafting gofpel, that

'' whatever there may be of prejudice, it draws another way.

" Confequently, a rule of faith being now cftafclifhed, the

" conviction which the weight of human ttfUmor.y, and the •

•' conclufions of human reafon afford us of iis truth, are

'' abundantly fufficient to fupport us in our religious perfe-

'' verance ; and therefore it muft certainly be a great mark of

" fanaticifm, to expect fuch divine communications, as

" though no fuch rule of faith was eflablifhed ; and alfo as

" highly prefumptuous or fanatical to imagine, that rule to

'' be fo ebfcurc, as to need the further afllftance of the Holy

'' Spirit to explain his own meaning." Pages S5, 86, 87, 88.

This, you will fay, my dear friend, is going pretty far ; and

T 3 indeed,
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indeed, fuppofing matters to be as this writer reprefents them,-

I do not fee what great need we have of any eftablifhed rule

at all, at leaft in refpect to practice, fince corrupt nature is

abundantly fufficient of itfelf, to help us to perfevere in a

religion attended with eafe and honour. And I verily believe,

/hat the Deifts throw afide this rule of faith entirely, not

barely on -account of a deficiency in argument to fupport its

Authenticity, but becaufe, they daily fee fo many who profefs

to hold this eftablifhed, felf-denying rule of faith with their

lips, perfcvering all their lives long in nothing elfe but an

endlefs and inf.ttiable purfuit after worldly eafe and honour.

But what a total ignorance of human nature, and of the true

unalterable genius of the everlafting gofpel, doth our Author's

arguing difcover ? For luppofmg, my dear friend, that this

or any other writer fhould undertake to prove, that the ancient

Greeks and Rornam were born with fickly, difordered, and

crazy bodies, but that we, in modern days, being made of a

firmer mould, and being blefled with the eftablifhed rules of

Galen and Hippocrates, need now no further affiftance from

any prefent phyfician, either to explain or apply thofe rules

to our prefent ails and corporeal diiireHes ; though we could

not, without the help of fome linguift fuperior to ourfelves, fo,

much as underftand the language in which thofe authors

wrote. Suppofing, I fay, any one was to take it into his

head to write in this manner, would he not be juftly deemed

a dreaming erithufiaft or real fanatic ? And yet this would

be juft as rational as to infmuate, with our Author, that we

who are born in thefe laft days, have lefs depravity in our na

tures, lefs enmity to, and lefs prejudice againft the LORD

JESUS CHRIST, and lefs need of the divine teachings of the

Blefled Spirit to help us to underftand the true fpiritual

meaning of the holy fcriptures, than thofe who were born in

the firft ages of the gofpej. For as it was formerly, fo it. is now,

the natural man difcerneth not the things of the Spirit : and

why ? " Becaufs" they can only be fpiritually difcerned."

But when is it that we muft believe this Author ? For, p. 73.

he talks of " fome of the firft chriftians, who were in the

'• happy circumftance of being found innocent, when they

" were led into the practice of all virtue by the Holy-Spirit."

what occafion for that, if found innocent r But how

innocent



[ 295 ]

innocent did the Holy Spirit find them ? Doubtlefs, juft as"1

innocent as it finds us, " Conceived and born in fin." Hav

ing in our flefh, our depraved nature, no good thing ; bring

ing into the world with us a corruption, which renders us liable

to GOD'S wrath and eternal damnation ; with a carnal mind,

which is enmity againft GOD, and a heart, the thoughts and

imaginations of which, are declared to be only evil, and that

continually ; and whofe native and habitual language, though

born and educated under a chriftian difpenfation, is identically

the fame as that of the Jews, " We will not have the LORD

JESUS to reign over us." This, and this alone, my dear

friend, is all the innocence that every man, naturally the off-

fpring of Adam, whether born in the antideluviari, patriarchal,

mofaic, apoftolic, or prefent age, can boaft of. And if this

be matter of fa&, (and who that knows himfelf can deny it ?)

it is fo far from being fuperftitious or fanatical to aflert the ab-

folute neceffity of a divine influence, or a power fuperior to

that of humanity ; that it is a moft irrefragable argument for

its continuance without the lcaft abatement, or withdrawing

whatfoever. Daily experience proves, that without fuch a

power, our underftandings cannot be enlightened, our wills

fubdued, our prejudices and enmity overcome, our affections

turned into a proper channel, or, in fhort, any one individual

of the apoftate fallen race of Adam be faved. And if fo, what

becomes of our Author's arguments, to fhew the fitnefs of an

abatement or total withdrawing of divine influence in thefe

gofpel days ? Might he not with as great confiftency, have

undertaken to fhew, the fitnefs of an abatement or total with

drawing of the irradiating light and genial warmth of the na

tural fun ? For, as the earth on which we tread, ftands as

much in need now of the abiding influence of the genial rays

of that great luminary, in order to produce, keep up, and

complete the vegetative life in grafs, fruits, plants, and flowers,

as it did in any preceding age of the world ; fo our earthly

hearts do now, and always will ftand in as much need of the

quickening, enlivening, transforming influences of the Spirit

of JESUS CHRIST, that glorious fun of righteoufnefs, as the

hearts of the firft apoftles : if not to make us preachers, yet

to make us chriftians, by beginning, carrying on, and com-

pleating that holinefs in the heart and lite of every believer in

T 4 every



tvery age, without which no man living fhaii fee the LCRD.

And the fcriptures are fo far from encouraging us to plead for

a diminution of divine influence in the; laft days of the gof-

pel, becaufe an external rule offaith is thereby eftablifhed, that

on the contrary, we are encouraged by this very eflablifhed

rule to expect, hope, long, and pray for larger and more ex-

tenfive fbowers of divine influence than any former age hath

ever yet experienced. For, are we not therein taught to pray,

" That we may be filled with all the fulnefs of GOD," and

fo wait for a glorious epocha, " When the earth fhall be

filled with the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover

the feas ? " Do not all the faints on earth, and all the fpirits of

juft men ir.;:dc perfect in heaven ; nay, all the angels and

archangels about the throne of the Moft High GOD, night

and day, join in this united cry, LORD JESUS, thus let thy

kingdom come !

But, by this time, my dear friend, I imagine you would be

glad to know againft whom thefe bruta fulmina, this unfcrip-

tural artillery is levelled. Our Author fhall inform you :

" All modern pretenders to divine influence in general ;" and

you may be aflured " the posr Methodiftt (thofe fcourges and

eye-fores of formal, felt-righteous, letter-learned profelFors) in

particular." To expofe, and fet thefe off in a ridiculous light,

(a method that Julian, after all his various tortures, found

moft effectual) this writer runs from Dan to Becrjheba ; gives

us quotation upon quotation out of the Rev. Mr. John fFt/ley's

Journals ; and to ufe his own fimile upon another occafton,

by a kind of Egyptian hufbandry, draws together whole droves

of obfcene animals, of his own formation, who rufh in fu-

rioufly, and then trample the Journals,- and this fei£t, already

every-where fpoken againft, under their feet. In reading this

part of his work, I could not help thinking of the Papifts

dreffing John Hufs in a cap of painted devils, before they de

livered him up to the fecular arm. For our Author calls the

Rev. Mr. John Wtfley, " Paltry mimick, fpiritual empiric,

" fpiritual martialift, meek apoftle, new adventurer." The

Methodifts, according to him, are " modern apoftles, the

.'' faints, new miffionaries, illuminated doctors, this fect of

" fanaties. Methodifm itfelf is modern faintfhip. Mr. Law

" begat it, and Count Zinztidoi/'iocked the cradle; and the

devil
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devil himf. If is man-midwife to their new birth." And yet

this is the man, my dear friend, who in his preface to this

very book, lays it down, as an invariable maxim, " That

'' truth is never fo grofsly injured, or its advocates fo difho-

'' noured, as when they employ the foolifh arts of fophiftry,

" buffoonery, and perfonal abufe in its defence." By thy

own pen thou fhalt be tried, thou haplefs, miftaken advocate

of the chriftian caufe. Nay, not content with dreffing up this

meek apoftle, this fpiritual empiric, thefe new miffionaries,

in bear-fkins, in order to throw them out tb be bated by an

ill-natured world, he proceeds to rake up the very afhes of

the dead ; and, like the Witch of Endcr, as far as in him lies,

attempts to bring up and difquiet the ghofts of one of the moft

venerable fets of men that ever lived upon the earth ; I mean

the guid old Puritans : " For thefe, (fays our Author) who

'* now go under the name-of Methodifts, in the days of our

" fore-fathers, under the firm reign of Queen Elizaheth, were

'• called Precifians ; but then, as a precious metal which had

" undergone its trial in the fire, and left all its drofs, the fect,

" with great propriety, changed its name," (a very likely

" thing, to give themfelves a nick-game, indeed) from Pre-

" cifian to Puritan. Then, in the weak and diftradred times

'' of Charles the Firft, it ventured to throw off the mafk, and

" under the new name of Independent, became the chief

" agent of all the dreadful diforders which terminated that

" unbappy reign." So that according to this Author's heral

dic, genealogical fidYion, " Methodifm is the younger daughter

" to Independancy, and now a Methodift is an apoftolic In-

" dependant;" (GOD grant he may always deferve fuch a

glorious appellation) " But an Indepsndant was then a Ma-

" homctan Methodift." Pages 142, 143, 144. What ! an

Independant a Mahometan Methodift ? What ! the learned

Dr. Owen, the great Dr. Goodwin, the amiable Mr. Howe, and

thofe glorious worthies who firft planted the New-England

churches, Mahometan Methodifts ! Would to GOD, that

not only this writer, but all who now profefs to preach

CHRIST in this land, were not only almoft, but altogether

fuch Mahometan Methodifts, in refpect to the doctrine of di

vine influence, as they were ! For I will venture to affirm,

that if it had not been for fuch Mahometan Methodifts, and

j their

<T
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their fucceflbrs, the free-grace diflenters, we fhould fome years

ago, have been in danger of finking into Mahometan Metho

difm indeed ; I mean, into a chriftianity deftitute of any di

vine influence manitefting itfelf in grace and knowledge, and

void of any fpiritual aid in fpiritual diftrefles. But from fuch

a chriftianity, good LORD deliver this happy land ! The de-

fign our author had in view in drawing fuch a parallel, is

eafily feen through. Doubtlefs, to expofe the prefent Metho-

tiifl-. to the jcaloufy of the civil government. For, fays he,

p. 142, " We fee methodifm at prefent under a well efta-

*' blifhed government, where it is obliged to wear a lefs au-

'' dacio•s look. To know its true character, we fhould fee

" it in all its fortunes." And doth this writer then, in order

to gratify a finful curiofity of feeing methodifm in all its for

tunes, defire to have the pleafure of feeing the weak and di-

ftradled times of Charles the hi ft brought back again ! Or

dares he infmuate, that becaufe, as he immediately adds, our

country hath been productive of every ftrange thing, " that

" we are in the leaft danger now of any fuch diftracting turn,

" fmce we have a King upon the throne, who in his firrt moft

'' gracious fpeech to both houfes of parliament, declared, he

" would preferve the a& of toleration inviolable ? And that

" being the cafe, blefled be GOD, we are in no danger of any

" return of luch weak and diftracted times, either from the

" apoftolic independants, Mahometan Methodifts, or any

" religious fedt or party whatfoever." My dear friend, '' if

'* this is not gibetting up names with unregenerate malice, to

" everlafting infamy," I know not what is. But it happens

in this, as in fimilar cafes, whilft men are thus bufy in gibbet

ing up the names of others, they unwittingly, like Haman,

when preparing a gallows for that apoftolic Independent, that

Mahometan Methodift, Mordecai, all the while are only ere&-

ing a gibbet for their own.

But, methinks, I fee you now>begin to be impatient to know,

(and indeed I have neither indmation nor leifure at prefent to

purfue our author any further) who this can be that takes fuch

gigantic ftrides ? I aflure you, he is a perfefl Goliab in the reti

nue of human learning. Will you guefs ?—Perhaps Dr.

T r of Norwich ;—-no-—he is dead. Certainly not a church

man ? Yes ; a member, a minifter, a dignitary, a bifhop of the

* church

5
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church of England;—and, to keep you no longer in fufpence,

it is no lefs a man than Dr. IParbitrten, the author of " The

•' Divine Legation of Mofes" and now IPilliam LordBtJhop of

Glautefter. I know you are ready to fay, " Tell it not in

" Goth, publifh it not in the ftreets of Afcalm" But, my

dear friend, what can be done ? His Lordfhip hath publifhe<L

it himfelf : nay, his book hathjuft gone through a fecond

impreffion ; and that you may fee and judge for yourfelf,

whether I have wronged his Lordfhip or not, (as it is not

very weighty) I have fent you the book itfelf. Upon the pe-

rufal, I am perfuaded you will at leaft be thus far of my opi

nion, that however deem el tutamen is always the motto en

graven upon a bijhtp's mitre, it is not always moft certain,

though"his Lordfhip fays it is, p. 202, that they are written

in every prelate's breqft ? And how can this prelate in parti

cular, be faid to be the ornament and fafeguard of the Church

ofEngland? when his principles are as dire&ly contrary to the

offices of that church, over which he is by divine permiffion

made overfeer, as light is contrary to darknefs. You know,

my dear friend, what our minifters are taught to fay when

they baptize : " I befeech you to call upon GOD the Father,

" through our LORD JESUS CHRIST, that of his bounteous

" goodnefs he will grant to this child that thing which by

" nature he cannot have." But what fays his Lordfhip ?

" All influence exceeding the power of humanity, is miracu-

'' lous, and therefore to abate or be totally withdrawn, now

" the church is perfectly eftablifhed." What fay they when

they catechife ? " My good child, know this, that thou art

" not able to do thefe things of thyfelf, nor to walk in the

" commands of GOD, and to ferve him without his fpecial

" grace." But what fays his Lordfhip ? " A rule of faith be-

*' ing now eftablifhed, the conviction which the weight of

'' human ttflinuny, and the conclufions of human reafon afford,

" are abundantly fufficient to fupport us in our religious per-

*' feverance," What fays his Lordfhip himfelf, when he

confirms children thus catechifed ? " Strengthen them, we

" befeech thee, O LORD, with the Holy Ghoft, the Com-

'' forler, and daily increafe in them thy manifold gifts of

" grace, the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, the fpirit

*' of counfel and ghoftly ftrength." But what fays his Lord
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fhip, when he fpeaks his own fentiments ? " All aids in fpi-

" ritual diftrefles, as well as thofe which adminiftcred help in

" corporeal difeafes, are now abated or totally withdrawn."

What fays his Lordfhip when he ordains ? " Doft thou truft

«' that thou art inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft ? then,

«« receive thou the Holy Ghoft."

Came, Haly Gbijl, eur foult infpiret

•lnd lighten with celejlialfire :

Thou the anointing Spirit art,

Who do/l thy feven-fold gifts impart.

Thy blejfed unflion from ahove,

Is comfort, life, and power of love j

Enable with perpetual light,

The dulncfi of our blindedfight.

What fays his Lordfhip when pronouncing the bleffing?

" The peace of GOD, which pafleth all underftanding, keep

" your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of GOD."

But what fays his Lordfliip when retired to his ftudy ? " All

" fupernatural influence, manifefting itfelf in grace and know-

" ledge, is miraculous, and therefore to ceafe under a perfect

« eftablifhment."—What fays ?—But I check myfelf ; for

the time would fail me, was I to urge all thofe quotations

that might be produced out of the articles, homilies, and pub

lic offices, to confront and invalidate the whole tenor and

foundation of his Lordfhip's performance. But how it is

confiftent with that wifdom which is from above, (and by

which his Lordfhip attempts to arraign, try, and condemn

the Reverend Mr. John IPejley) to fubfcribe to, and make

ufc of public offices, in the church, and then as publicly deny

and contradict them in the prefs, I leave to his Lordfhip's

more calm and deliberate confideration. Sure I am, if

weighed in the fame balance, his Lordfhip would be found

equally wanting, at leaft. Indeed, during the whole trial,

I could fcarcely refrain breaking out into the language of

the eunuch of Queen Candace, to Philip the evangelifr,

" Speaketh the prophet this of himfelf, or of fome other

" man ?" I hope, my dear friend, you know me better than

to fufpect I thus retort upon his Lordfhip, in order to throw

duft in your eyes to prevent your feeing what his Lordfhip

may



C 301 1

may juftly except againft, in the conduct of the Methodifts

in general, or in the journals of the Reverend Mr. John IVejlej

in particular. Whatever that indefatigable labourer may

think of his, .you know I have long fince publicly acknow

ledged, that there were, and doubtlefs, though now fent

forth in a more correct atiire, there are yet, many exception

able paffages in my journals. And I hope it will be one of the

conftant employments of my declining years, to humble my-

felf daily before the Moft High GOD, for the innumerable

mixtures of corruption which have blended themfelves with

my feeble, but, I truft, fincere endeavours, whether from the

prefs or pulpit, to promote the Redeemer's glory, and the

eternal welfare of precious and immortal fouls. And, I aflure

you, that if his Lordfhip had contented himfelf with pointing

out, or even ridiculing any fuch blemifhes or imprudencies,

or yet ftill more important miftakes, in my own, or any of

the Methodifts conduct or performances, I fhould have ftood

intirely filent. But when I obferved his Lordfhip, through

aimoft his whole book, not only wantonly throwing about

the arrows and firebrands of fcurrility, buffoonery, and per-

fonal abufe, but, at the fame time, on account of fome un

guarded expreffions and indifcretions of a particular fet of

honeft, though fallible, men, taking occafion to wound,

vilify, and totally deny the all-powerful, flanding operations

oftheBlefled Spirit, by which alone, his Lordmip or any

other man living can be fanctified and fealed to the day of

eternal redemption, 1 muft own that I was conftrained to vent

myfelf to you, as a dear, and intimate friend, in the manner

I have done. Make what ufe of it you pleafe ; perhaps here

after I may trouble you with fome further remarks.

' At prefent, you know I am on the road to Scotland, in or

der to embark for America. And therefore I would now only

obferve to you further, that the unguarded unwary method

made ufe of by his Lordfhip to ftop, will rather ferve to in-

creafe and eftablifh, what he is pleafed to term a fect of fana

ties. The more judicious Bifhop Buniet, (as I heard an

acute advocate once obferve,) in the general afiembly of the

Church of Scotland, prefcribed a much better (and indeed the

only effectual and truly apoftolic) way to ftop the progrefs of

the puritan minifters, when complained againft by fome of

the
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the clergy, for breaking into and preaching in their parochial

charges ; " Out-live, out-labour, out-preach them," faid his

Lordfhip. And that the Reverend Mr. John Wtfley himfelf

(that famed leader of the Methodifts) and every Methodift

preacher in England may be thus outed and intirely annihilated,

is, and fhall be, the hearty prayer of one, who, though lefs

than the leaft of them all, begs leave to fubfcribc himfelf, in

great hafte, but greater love and efteem,

Yours moft affe&ionately,

In a never-failing Emmanuel,

GEORGE WHITEF1ELD.

A R E C O M-
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I

RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE to the

Works of Mr. JOHN BUNYAN*

Cbrijlian Reader,

F fuch thou art in reality, or if only a bare outward profcf-

for, thou needeft not be informed, that the all-gracious

Emmanuel, in the days of his flefh, after he had given us £

glorious difplay of the divine fovereignty in difpenfing the

everlafting gofpel, broke forth into thefe emphatic words,

" I thank thee, Holy Father, LORD of heaven and earth,

" that thou haft hid thefc things from the wife and prudent,

" and haft revealed them unto babes. Even fd, Father,

" for fo it feemed good in thy fight." Agreeable to this,

fays the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, " GOD hath chofen

" the foolifh things of this world to confound the wife : and

" GOD hath chofen the weak things of the world, to con-

" found the thihgs which are rriighty ; and bafe things of the

" world, and things which are defpifed hath GorJ chofen,

" yea, and things that are not, to bring to nought things

«' that are." And why ? That no flefh fhould glory in his

prefence.

Perhaps, next to the firft publifhers of the gofpel of the

blefied GOD, thefe fayings were never more ftrongly exem

plified in any angle individual (at leaft in this, or the laft cen-

titry) than in the converfion, miniftry and writings of that

eminent fervant of JESUS CHRIST, Mr. John Bunyan, who

was of the meaneft occupation, and a notorious fabbath-

breaker, drunkard, fwcarer, blafphemer, &c. by habitual

practice : And yet, through rich, free, fovereign, diftinguifh-

Voi. IV. U ing
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ing grace, he was chofen, called, and afterwards formed, by

the all-powerful operations of the Holy Ghoft, to be a fcribe

ready inftructed to the kingdom of GOD. The two volumes

of his works formerly publifhed ; with the great fuccefs that

attended them in pulling down Satan's ftrong-holds in finners

hearts, when fent forth in fmall detached parties, are preg

nant proofs of this. Some of them have gone through a

great variety of editions. His Pilgrims Progrefs in particular,

hath been tranflated into various languages, and to this day

is read with the greateft pleafure, not only by the truly feri-

ous, of divers religious perfuafions, but likewife by thofe, to

whom pleafure is the end of reading. Surely it is an original,

and we may fay of it, to ufe the words of the great Doctor Good

win in his preface to the epiftle to the Epheftans, that it fmells

of the prifon. It was written when the author was confined

in Bedford-goal. And minifters never write or preach fo well

as when under the crofs : the fpirit of CHRIST and of glory

then refts upon them.

It was this, no doubt, that made the Puritans of the laft

century fiich burning and fhining lights. When caft out by

the black Bartholomeiv-afl, and driven from their refpective

charges to preach in barns and fields, in the highways and

hedges, they in an efpecial manner wrote and preached as

men having authority. Though dead, by their writings they

yet fpeak : a peculiar unction attends them to this very hour;

and for thefe thirty years paft I have remarked, that the more,

true and vital religion hath revived either at home or abroad,,

the more the good old puritanical writings, or the authors of

a like ftamp who lived and died in communion of the church

of England, have been called for. Among thefe may be juftly

reckoned thofe great luminaries, Bifhop Jevutl, UJher, An

drews, Hall, Reynolds, Hopkins, Wilklns, Edwards, who,

notwithftanding a difference of judgment in refpect to out

ward church-government, all agreed (as their printed works

manifcflly evince) in afTerting and defending the grand eflen-.

tial truths for which the Puritans, though matters of an in

ferior nature were urged as a pretext, chiefly fuffered, and

were ejected. The impartial Doctor Hodges therefore (late

provoft of Oriel College in Oxford') in his elaborate treatife in

titled
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titled Etihti, hath done himfelf honour in "faying, that " the

4' old Puritans and Prefbyterians in general, till a divifion

" happened lately among them, deferve praife for their fteatly

*' and firm adherence to the principal and fundamental doc-

" trines of chriftianity." Their works ftill praife them in the

gates ; and without pretending to a fpirit of prophecy, we

may venture to affirm, that they will live and flourifh, wheri

more modern performances, of a contrary caft, notwithftand-

ing their gaudy and tinfelled trappings, will languifh and die

in the efteem of thofe, whofe underftandings are opened to

difcern what comes neareft to the fcripture ftandard.

This confideration, hath induced me to preface the prefent

large and elegant edition of the Reverend Mr. John Banyan's

works ; which, with the unparalleled commentary of the good

Mr. Matthew Henry, the pious and practical Writings of the

excellent Mr. Flavcl, and the critical and judicious commen

taries and tradls of the accurate Doctor Owen, I hear are en

quired ;;;'[(. r, and bought up, more and more every day. The

laft forementioned worthy, though himfelf fo great a fcholar*

and for fome time chancellor of one of our moft famous uni-

verfities, as I have been credibly informed, attended on the

fermons, and countenanced the minifterial labours of our

Reverend author ; when, by reafon of his being unfkilled in

the learned languages, and a few differences in lefler matters

(as will always be the cafe in this mixed ftate of things) he

was lightly efteemed by fome of lefs enlarged fentiments.

But this, I muft own, more particularly endears Mr. Buriyari

to my heart ; he was of a catholic fpirit, the want of water

adult helptifm with this man of GOD, was no bar to Outward

chriftian communion. And I am perfuaded, that if, like liiui.

we were more deeply and experimentally baptized into the be

nign and gracious influences of the blefied Spirit, we fhould

be lefs baptized into the waters of ftrife, about circumftantials

and non-eflentials. For being thereby rooted and grounded

in the love of GOD, we fhould nece'ffarily be conftrained

to think, and let think, bear with and forbear one another

in love; and without faying " I am of Paul, Apollot,ot

Cephas," have but one grand, laudable, difinter'eftsd ftrife,

ftanuly, whofhould live,preach and exalt the ever-loving, alto-

U 2 gciher



gethcr lovely JESUS moft. That thefc volumes may be bleft to

beget, promote and increafe fuch divine fruits of real and

undefiled religion in the hearts, lips and lives of readers,

of all ranks and denominations, is the earneft prayer of,

Chriftian reader,

Thy foul's wcll-wifher in our common LORD,

GEORGE WHITEFIEI.D.

Landtn, Jan, 3, 1767.

V ' A LET-
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T T E R

TO THE

Reverend Dr. D u R E L L.

Reverend Sir, . London, jfpril 12, 1768.

YOU being a Mafter of Ifrael, and placed at the head of

one of the moft renowned feats of learning in the world,

need not be informed, that the miffion of the Holy Ghoft is

the one grand promife of the new, as the coming of JESUS

CHRIST was the great promife of the Old Teftament difpen-

fation. " I will pray the Father, (fays our blefled LORD

to his almoft difconfolate Difciples) and he fhall give you

another Comforter." And again, " It is expedient for you, that

I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come

unto you ; but if I depart (it being the purchafe of his all-

atoning blood, and defigned to be the immediate fruit and

proof of the reality of his refurre&ion, and fubfequent afcen-

fion into heaven) I will fend him unto you." And that they

might know, thjt this Comforter was not to be confined to,

or monopolized by them, but was to be of ftanding general

life, he immediately gives them intimations of the defign and

nature of his office ; and therefore adds, " and when he ii

come, he will convince the world of fin, and of righteoufnefs,

and of judgment."

A Hi .ingc, and till then unheard of, promife, this ! Such

as a Confucius, Zoroafttr, or any other fictitious uninfpired

prophet or lawgiver never dreamt of. A promife, which none

but one, who was GOD over all, could dare to make; a pro-

U 4 mile,



mife, which none but one, who was GOD over all, could

poffibly fulfil.

Agreeable to this proniife, he. having afcended up on high,

led captivity captive, and received this gift for men, the divine

Paraclete, this Holy Ghoft, " on the day of Pentecoft, came

down from heaven like a ruining mighty wind ; and there

appeared cloven tongues, like as of fire, and fat upon e"ach

of the Apoftles." The effects were immediate and vifible ;

poor, illiterate fifhermen, inftantaneoufly commenced fcholars,

preachers, orators. And well they might ; for, being filled

with the Holy Ghoft, as the Spirit gave them utterance, they

began p fpeak. with other tongqes the wonderful things of

GOD.

But what was all this divine apparatus, this divine preach

ing, this divine oratory intended for ? The following verfes

inform us : the hearers of thofe wonderful things, the fpec-

(ators of this tranfcendently anting fcene, " were pricked

to the heart, and were made to cry out, Men and brethren,

what fhall we do? And the fame day were added to this infant

church about three thoufand fouls." Here were proofs, fub-

ftantial, inconteftable proofs, of the reality of the refurredtion

and afcenfion? and likewife of the efficacy of the all-powerful

, ;ntercelfion of their once crucified, but now exalted LORD;

pot .only fubftantial and inconteftable, but at the fame time

entirely fuitable to the nature of his miflion, who in the days

of his flefh, by his doctrines and miracles declared, that his

only defign in coming into pur world, was to fave firmer*.

Upon this rock, namely, " an experimental manifeftation

and application of his divinity to the renewed heart," (which

flefh and blood, human reafon, vain philofophy, moral fuafion,

pr any, or all barely external evidence whatfoever, cannot re

veal) hath he built, doth he now build, and will continue to

build his church ; and therefore it is, that the gates, neither

the power nor policy of hejl, fhall ever be able to pretail

sgainft'it. By the influence of this almighty Agent, hath he

promifed to be with his minifters and people, even to the end

pf the world. And agreeable to this, hath taught us daily to

pray, that his kingdom may come ; which being to be begun,

carried on and completed, by one continued emanation of

4ivine influence communicated to believers in the ufe of all

appointed.
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appointed means, can alone enable us to dp GOD'S will on

earth, with any degree of that unanimity, chearfulnefs, uni-

verfality and perfeverance, as it is done by the holy Angels

above. And as this is the daily united prayer of the whole

catholic church, however diftreffed or difperfed, and however

varying as to circumftantials and non-eflentials, over the whole

earth; it followeth, that every addition of any individual mo

nument of divine mercy, out of every nation, language, or

tongue, muft be looked upon in part, as an anfwcr to the

daily prayer of every individual believer under heaven.

Hence, no doubt, it is, that as the angels are fent forth to

be miniftring fpirits, to minifler to thofe who fhall be heirs of

falvation, that there is faid to be "joy in heaven over every

finner that repenteth." And as there is joy in heaven, fo in

proportion as men rife into the nature of angels, will there be

joy alfo upon the fame account amongft good men on earth.

Accordingly, the lively oracles inform us, that " when the

Apoftles and Brethren which were in Judea heard that the

Gentiles alfo had received the word of GOD, they glorified

him, faying, then hath GOD alfo to the Gentiles granted re

pentance unto life."

And conformably to this, we are told, that '' when Bar

nabas came to /tntioch, and faw the grace of GOD, he was

glad." And why ? Becaufe he was a good man, and full of

the Holy Ghoft and of faith. And as the fame caufe will al

ways be productive of the fame effect, perfons endued with

the fame benign and godlike difpofition with this good man,

will always be glad when they fee or hear of any fcriptura}

marks, or practical evidences of true and undefiled religion,

wrought in, or appearing upon any fubject of divine grace

whatfoever. And this joy muft neceflarily rife, in proportion

as fuch f"objects, either by their abilities, or circumftances,

and :. '.nation in life, promife more important and extenftve

ufefulnefs in the world and church of GOD.

No wonder therefore, reverend Sir, that it hath gladdened

the hearts of many, and afforded matter of uncommon joy

and thankfgiving to the Father of mercies and GOD of ail

confolation, to hear, that for fome time paft there hath been

a more than common religious concern and zeal for promoting

t'.'.cir pwn and others fajvation, among fome pf tbefoni of th«

frsfhett.
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Prophets. What a pleafing profpe& hath hereby been opened

of a future bleffing to the rifmg generation ! A bleffing, which

we well hoped, would be not lefs falutary and beneficial to the

moral, than the new crufe of fait was to part of the natural

world, which the Prophet EHjha, when complaint was made

that the water was naught and the ground barren, caft into

the fpring of waters, with a " thus faith .the LORD, there

fhall not be from thence, any more dearth or barren land :

fb the waters were healed unto this day."

But alas l how is this general joy damped, and the pleafing

profpect almoft totally eclipfed, by a late melancholy fcene

exhibited in that very place, from whence, as from a fountain,

many of their preachers frequently and exprefly pray, that

pure ftreams may for ever flow, to water the city of the living

GOD? You need not be told, reverend Sir, what place I mean:

it was the famous univerfity of Oxford, Nor need I mention

the fcene exhibited ; it was a tribunal, a vifitatorial tribunal,

erected in Edmund-Hall ; fix pious ftudents, who promifed to

be the fait of the earth, and lights of the world, entire friends

to the do&rines and liturgy of our church, by a citation pre-

vioufly fixed upon the college door, were fummoned to appear

before this tribunal,' They did appear; and, as fome were

pleafed to term it, were tried, convicted, and to clofe the

fcene, in the chapel of the fame hall, confecrated and fet

apart for nobler purpofes, had the fentence of expulfion pub

licly read and pronounced againft them.

So fevere a fentence, in an age when almoft every kind of

proper difcipline is held with fo lax a rein, hath naturally ex

cited a cuiiofity in all that have heard of it, to inquire, of

what notable crime thefe delinquents may have been guilty,

to deferve fuch uncommonly rigorous treatment. But how

will their curiofity be turned into indignation, when they are

told, that they were thus rigoroufly handled for doing no evil

at all, and that " no fault could be found in them, fave in

the law of their GOD ?"

It is true indeed, one article of impeachment was, " that

fome of them were of trades before they entered into the uni

verfity." But what evil or crime worthy of expulfion can

there be in that ? To be called from any, though the meaneft

mechanic employ, to the ftudy of the liberal arts, where a

natural
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natural genius hath been given, was never yet looked upon as

a reproach to, or diminution of, any great and public charac

ter whatfoever. Profane biftory affords us a variety of examples

of the. greateft heroes, who have been fetched even from the

plough, to command armies, and who performed the greateft

exploits for their country's good. And if we examine facred

bijlory, we fhall find, that even David, after he was anointed

king, looked back with fweet complacence to the rock from

whence he was hewn, and is not afhamed to leave it upon re

cord, that " GOD took him away from the fheep-folds, as he

was following the ewes great with young ones;" and as though

he loved to repeat it, " he took him, (fays he) that he might

feed "Jacob his people, and Ifrael his inheritance."

But why fpeak I of David? Whea JESUS of Nazareth,

David's LORD, and David's King, had for his r.eputed father

a carpenter, and in all probability, as it was a common pro

verb among the Jews, that " he who did not teach his fon a

trade, taught him to be a thief;" he worked at the trade of a

carpenter himfelf? For this, indeed, he was reproached and

maligned; " Is not this, faid they, the carpenter's fon? Nay,

is not this the carpenter ?" But who were thofc maligners ?

The greateft enemies to the power of godlinefs which the world

ever faw, the Scribes and Pharifees ; that " generation of vi

pers," as John the Baptift calls them, who upon every occafion

were fpitting out their venom, and fhooting forth their arrows,

even bitter words, againft that Son of man, even that Son of

GOD, who, to difplay his favereignty, and confound the wif-

dom of the worldly wife, chofe poor fifhermen to be his ,

Apoftles ; and whofe chief of the Apoftles, though bred up at

the feet of Gamaliel, both before and after his call to the apof-

tlefhip, laboured with his own hands, and worked at the trade

of a tent-maker.

If from fuch exalted and more diftant, we defcend to more

modern and inferior characters, we fhall find, that very late,

not to fay our prefent times, furnifh us with inflances of fome,

even of our dignitaries, who have b'een called from trades that

tended to help and feed the body, not only to higher employs

pf a fpiritual nature, but even to prefide over thofe that are

entrufted with the cure of fouls. And who knows but fome

pf thefe young ftudents, though originally mechanies, if they

had



had been fuffcred to have purfued their ftudies, might have

cither climbed after them to fome preferment in the church,

or been advanced to fome office in that univerfity from which

they are now expelled ? Qne of the pr^fent reverend and

worthy Pro&ors, we are told, was formerly a Lieutenant in

the army; and as fuch a military employ was no impediment

to his being a minifter or Proctor, it may be prefumed, that

being formerly of trades could have been no juft impediment

to thefe young men becoming, in procefs of time, true gofpel

minifters and good foldiers of JESUS CHRIST. .

Their being accuftomed to prayer, whether with or with

out a form, I humbly apprehend, would by no means difqua-

lify them for the private or public difcharge of any part of

their minifterial function. " In that day, that gofpel-day,

(ihefe laft days wherein we live) faith the great GOD, I will

pour out a Spirit of grace and a Spirit of Application upon the

boufe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem." And

the Apoftle Paul fpeaks of it as the common privilege of all

believers, that " the Holy Spirit helps their infirmities, and

maketh interceffion for them with groanings which cannot be

uttered." Forms of prayer, certainly, have their ufe ; and

take it altogether, our Engli/h liturgy is, without doubt, one

of the moft excellent eftablifhed forms of public prayer in the

world : but then, as no form, in the very nature of the thing,

can poffibly fuit every particular cafe, it is to be feared that

many muft never pray, at leafl for the particular things they

moft ftand in need of, if they are fo to be tied up to their

forms, that the^ cannot vary from them, or ufe free prayer at

aU.

The great Bifliop ff^ilklnt therefore wifely wrote an excel

lent treatife on the benefit and importance of this kind of '

prayer: and could our univerfity-youth be trained up to ufe

proper extempore prayer, both before and after fermon; in the

opinion of all good judges, it would be as commendable, as

that frrange cuftom of putting off our auditories with what is

called trie bidding prayer ; in which there is not one petition

ftir a blefling upon the following fermon, and fcarce any thing

mentioned, but what hath been prayed for over and over again,

in the preceding common fervice of our church.

flat A«ppofing fucb liberty (bould be denied in public, as,

ble&d
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•blefled be GOD it is not, furely we may be allowed, at leaft

it cannot be deemed fmful, to ufe free prayer in our fecret, or

private focial exercifes of devotion. If fo, what Tinners, what

great fmners muft they have been, who prayed, and that too

out of neceffity, in an extempore way, before any forms of

prayer were or could be printed or heard of? The prayers

we read of in fcripture, the prayers which opened and fhut

heaven, the effectual, fervent, energetic prayers of thofe righ

teous and holy men of old, which availed fo much with GOD,

were all of an extempore nature. And I am apt to believe,

if not only our Undents and minifters, but private chriftians,

were born from above, and taught of GOD, as thofe wreftlers

with GOD were, they would not want forms of prayer, though

we have fuch a variety of them, any more than they did.

The lick, the lame, the blind, the lepers that came to our

LORD for healing, wanted no book to teach them how to ex-

prefs their wants. Though fomc were only poor beggars, and

others, as the felf-righteous Scribes and Pharifees fupercilioufly

chofe to term them, " Gentile dogs," yet, confcious of their

wants, and having a heart-felt fenfe of their dillrefs, " out

of the abundance of their hearts their mouths fpake ;" and

the compaffionate Emmanuel, who came to heal our ficknefies

and bear our infirmities, fent them away with a " Go in

peace, thy faith hath made thee whole : be it unto thee even

as thou wilt."

How unlike, yea how very unlike fuch a blefied difnaiffion,

is the treatment thefe young ftudents have lately met with at

Edmund-Hall? who, amongft other crimes of alike nature,

were ixpelledfor ufing extempore prayer. A crime not fo much

as mentioned in any of our law-books ; a crime, for which,

in this laft century at leaft, no one hath ever been called to

the bar of any public court of judicature; and a crime, for

which, it is to be hoped, no ftudent will ever hereafter be

fummoned to appear and hear himfejf expeljed, at the bar of

any of the reverend Do&ors of divinity, or beads of houles in

the univerfity of Oxford. But fhould any be fo infatuated as

to determine, y<£«-like, to drive on thus furioufly; as judg

ment hath unhappily begun, as it were, at the very houfe of

GOD, it is to be hoped, that as fomc have been expelled for

prayi/ig, we fhall hear «1" Tame few olhais of a con-

2 trary
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trary itamp, being expelled for extemporefwtaring, which by

all impartial judges muft undoubtedly be acknowledged to be

the greater crime of the two.

Singing, compofing, or reading hymns compofed by others,

and doing this in company, feems to be as little criminal, as

praying extempore. When the laft words of David are about

to be recorded, he is not only ftiled, " the fon of JeJ/e, the

tnan who was raifed up on high, the anointed of the Got) of

Jacob," but the grand title of being " the fweet Pfalmift of

Jfrael," brings up the rear. And " to teach and admonifh

one another in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs," is

as truly a fcriptural command, as " thou fhalt love the LoRfl

thy GOD with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with

all thy ftrength, and thy neighbour as thyfelf."

When El'Jha the Prophet was about to prophefy before twd

kings, he called for a minftrel, on which he played, to footh

his ruffled paffions, and prepare his heart the better for the'

reception of the Holy Spirit. And were the fons of the Pro

phets more frequently to entertain themfelves thus, I believe

'it would be as fuitable to the minifterial character, and recom

mend them as much, perhaps more, to all ferious chriftians,

than their tripping up their heels, fkipping and dancing at the

mufic of a ball-room, or playing even a firft fiddle at a concert.

And was the votes offpiritual melody more frequently heard by

thofe who come occafionally to vifit our colleges, it might be

as much to the honour of the univerfity, as the more common

and too, too frequent noife of hox and dice, at the unlawful

games of hazard and back-gammon. •• '•'

Popifh countries, popifh feminaries, think it no fhame, no

difgrace to be heard finging the high praifes of their GOD in

their convents, their houfes, or even in their ftreets ; and why

proteftants in general, and proteftant ftudents in particular,

fhould be any more afhamed of, or reftrained from the free

exercife of fuch adls of devotion, either alone, or in private

focieties, no good reafon can be given ; unlefs it be proved to

be good reafoning to aflert, that " Proteftants ought to be

" lefs devout than Papifts." We muft confefs, that Papifts,

though they take this liberty of finging and chanting privately

and publicly themfelves, yet deny this liberty of confcience

to our proteftant affemblies ; thofe attending divine wotihip

at
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at our ambafladors chapels not excepted. But for Proteftants

to difufe it themfelves, and at the fame time lay as it were a

fpiritual embargo upon their fellow Proteftants, nay punifh

and expel them for fo doing, is very unaccountable.

What fpirit then muft thofe be of, Reverend Sir, who have!

lately joined in pronouncing the fentence of expulfion againft

fix religious ftudents, not only for having been of trades, and

praying extempore, but fpr reading and fmging hymns alfo ?

His Royal Highnefs the late Duke of Cumherland, was of a

very different difpofition, for when abroad in Germany, in' one

of our late wars, (as I was informed by a perfon then on

guard) hearing one evening, as he was paffing by, a com

pany of foldiers fmging at fome little diftance in a cave, he

afked the centinel what noife that was ; and being anfwered,

that fome devout foldiers were fmging hymns; inftcad of cit

ing them to appear before their officers, ordering them to the

whipping poft, or commanding them to be drummed out of

the regiment ; acting like himfelf, he only pleafingly replied,

" Are they fo ? Let them go on then, and be as merry as

" as they can." In this'he acted wifely ; for he knew, and

found by repeated experience, as did other commanding offi

cers, that finging, nay, and praying extempore too, in thefe

private focieties, did not hinder, but rather fitted and animated

thefe devout foldiers to engage, and to fight their country's

battles in the field. And it may be prefumed, that if thefe

ftudents had not been expelled for fmging hymns, and praying

extempore, they certainly would not have been lefs, but in all

probability much better prepared for handling the fword of the '

Spirit, the word of GOD, and fighting therewith, either from

the prefs or the pulpit, the battles of the LORD of hofts.

To fee or hear fuch divine exercifes treated with reproach,

and fpoken of with contempt by common and open blaf-

phemers, is bad ; but that any who came on purpofe to be

trained up for the facred work of the mini ftry, fhould be look

ed on as criminal, and expelled an univerfity for being fome-

times employed in them, is too fail a proof, not only that

" our gold is become dim, and our fine gold changed, but

that our very foundations are out of courfe." What then

muft the righteous do?

What indeed, but weep and lament! And weep anJ. lament

6 indeed
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indeed they muft, efpecially when they hear further, .th»f

meeting in a religiousfociety, giving a word of exhortation, or

rxpaunding and commenting a little now tnd then upon feme

portion, of fcripture, are not the leaft of the accufations for

which fome of thefe young worthies had the fentence of ex-

pulfion pronounced againft them.

It is recorded in the Old Teftament, that in a. degenerate

age, " thofe that feared the LORD fpake often one to another ;

that the LORD hearkened and heard, and that a book of re-

meq;brance was written before him for rhofe that feared ths

LORD, and thought on his name : and they fhall be mine in

that day, faith the LORD, when I make up my jewels ; and

I will fpare them as a man fpareth his own fon that fervetfi

him." Thus it was in the Old Teftament times. Nor are

fuch meetings mentioned with lefs approbation in the new i

for therein, in order that we may hold the profefllon of our

faith without wavering, we are commanded to " confider one

another, to provoke unto love and to good works ; not for-

faking the aflembling ourfelves together, but exhorting one

another, and fo much the more, as we fee the day approach

ing." Nay, one immediate confequence of that grand effufion

of the Holy Ghoft on the day of Pentecoft, we are told, was

this, that " they who gladly received the word, and were

baptized, continued ftedfaft in the Apoftles doctrine, in fel-

lowfhip, in breaking of bread, and in prayer." T^his is a

fliort, but withal a full and blefTed account of the firft truly

apoftolic primitive church ; and we may venture to affirm.

, that as we are more or lefs partakers of a true apoftolic pri->

mitive fpirir, fuch kind of religious, fellowfhip-meetings, will

in proportion increafe or decreafe among us. To talk there

fore, or write, or preach againft, or by private perfuafion' or

open violence to oppofe, or endeavour to fupprefs, and dif-

countehance fuch kind of religious fbcieties, is flying, as it

were, in the very face of the fcriptures of truth, and of tfe'6

Holy Ghoft himfelf. s ' * :

In all charters granted by the crown, wherein authority fl

given to-bodres corporate to enact laws, it is always with tffis

limitation, " that no laws -foall fa'enactid by fuch bodies

corporate, contrary to the laws of the realm." And as the

fcripturss arc our grand Csdex Lcgum znd MagnH'Gtan^'^n
• rr-v, .«... rt—r-n . ••• 'refpect;"
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refriect to our religious principles and practices ; what affront

• muft we piit upon our country in general, and the church of

England in particular, even by barely imagining, that any la\»-

nowexifis which prohibits her members from frequenting fuch

focieties as have the divine authority and fuperfcription, fo ap

parently ftamped upon them?

The private meetings that are in any wife deemed and,

denounced illegali are fuch, and fuch only, as are feditious,

and compofed of feditious perfons; who aflbciate, indeed under

a pretence of religion, but in reality to plot againft the ftate.

The fooner any that can be convi&ed of this, are made to

forfake the aflembling themfelves together, the better; and

though compofed of a threefold, three hundred fold, nay a

three thoufand fold cord, no matter if, like the cords where

with the Philijlines bound Sair.pfun, they were immediately

broken. But as nothing of this nature can with the leaft

fhadow of truth be objected again/I the meetings and focieties

frequented by thefe ftudents, but quite the contrary urged in

their favour ; if fcripture and the practice of the primitive

chriftians are to be our guides, they ought not only to be per-

. mitted, but be countenanced and encouraged by every true

lover of our church and nation.

And fuppofing, that in any fuch religious fociety one of

them fhould venture now and then to drop a word of exhorta

tion, or even attempt in a fmall degree to open, expound, or

enlarge upon fame practical text of fcripture, how can even

this be looked upon as illegal, much lefs finful, or worthy of

•xpulfion ? when, I could almoft fay, it is a neceflary prepa

ration for the future fervice of the fan&uary. To be " apt

to teach," is one indifpenfable qualification required by fcrip

ture in a Bifhop and Prefbyter. But how can this aptnefs or

an habit of teaching be acquired, without the exercife of pre

vious a£U? Or what bufinefs is there in the world, even from,

the loweft mechanic, to the higheft profeffion amongft us,

(except that of divinity) wherein pupils, clerks, nay common

apprentices, are not by previous exercifes trained up for a

complete proficiency in cheir refpe&ive callings and occupa

tions?

Our all-wife Mafter, we know, fent his Difciples on fhort

excurfions, before he gave them the more extenftve commif-

IV. ~ X fion

38'
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fton to go into all the world : and were our ftudents in gene

ra!, under proper limitations, to be thus exercifed and employ

ed, while they are keeping terms at the univerfity, or among

their poor neighbours in the country, when they return home

in time of vacation, they would not turn out fuch meer no

vices, or make fuch awkward figure?, as too many raw crea-

ture^ do, when they make their firft appearance in the pulpit.

I remember, above thirty years ago, after fome young fIndents

had been vifiting the fick and imprifoned, and had been giving

a word of exhortation in a private houfe, that upon meeting

the ordinary and minifter of the parifh in their return to col

lege, they frankly told him what they had been doing; upon

which, he turned to them, and faid, " GOD blefe you ; I

wifh we had more fuch young curates." A milder, and there

fore a more chrijlian fentence this, than that of a late expulfioa

for the very fame fuppofed crimes and mifdemeanors.

As for the reports of thefe young ftudents being accufed or

condemned, for barely being acquainted with, or the occa-

fional vifitors of fome of the moft laborious, pains-taking,,

worthy parifh-minifters in England, it is alrr.oft altogether in,-,

credible. And yet the flanders- by, as well as the fuppofed,

culprits themfelves, we are informed, aver this to be real

matter of fa£ : attended with this melancholy aggravation,

that they were hifled at, pufhed about, and treated in a man

ner that the vileft criminal is not allowed to be treated, either

at the Old-Bally, or any court of juftice in the kingdom. We

are likewife told, that a copy of their indictment was afked

for, but denied them ; and not only fo, but that one, from.

whofe polite .behaviour in the worldly walk, better things

might have been expe&ed, was heard to fay, as he came out

of chapel, to their grand accufer, after fentence of expulfion

was pronounced, that " he would have the thanks of the

whole univerfity for that day's work."

Pudet b<sc opprolria noils

Et dici potuijje, et nen potutjje refilK,

XVhat thanks, reverend Sir, he may meet with from the

whole univerfity, I know not; but one thing I know, that he

will receive no thanks for that day's work from the innu

merable company of anjeN, tie general afltntbly of the firft-

borrt,
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born, which a*e written in heaven, of frorfi GOD the judge

of all, in that day when Jasus, the Mediator of the new1

covenant fhall come in his own glory, in the glory of the

Father, and his holy angels, and gather in his elect from all

the four corners of the world. '

But, reverend Sir, may we not prefumc to hope, that this

voluntary-fpeak.er for the whole univerfity, whoever he be, it

maketh no matter to me, was fomewhat out, and miftaken in

his calculation. For it feems, not above three or four doc

tors, if fo many, were prefent, at leaft fat as judges at this ex

traordinary tribunal. The worthy Provi/i of Queen's, (and

undoubtedly many other worthy heads of houfes were and

are like-minded) was for prescribing more lenient methods >

and all are glad to hear, that thefe young ftudents worthy

principal, who muft necefiarily be fuppofed to be the heft

judge of their principles, pra&ices, and qualifications, boldly

Hood up in their defence, afferted their innocence, confronted

their accufers, and brought in books to vindicate both their

principles and conduct. But how this worthy principal, as

well as 'the pupils, were treated, is beft known to thole who

had an active hand in all.

However, as the Holy Ghoft hath left it upon record, to

the honour -of Nieedemus, that he ftood up in defence of our

LORD before the whole '/..-<•/>!> fanhedrim, and was not con-

fenting to his death ; fo wherever this ad of expulfion is re-*

corded (and recorded it will be, even to lateft pofterity) it will

be mentioned to the honour of Doctor Dixos, (and for act

ing thus he will have the thanks of all moderate, ferious,

.fober-minded chriftians in the three kingdoms) that he had no

hand in, but did all he poffibly could to prevent thefe young

mens expulfion. An expulfion for articles of impeachment to

which indeed the accufed pleaded guilty ; but for articles

which (wherever hereafter they may be cailed to min liter in

holy things) will be their beft teftimonial ; and their expulfion,

for holding and confeffing thofe articles, the ftrongeft letters

of recommendation. ' t

How thefe young worthies are now to be difpofed of, or

how they will difpofe of themfelves, as it was not fo much as

hinted that they had the leaft connection with me, is not my

bufinefs to inquire. But fnrely fuch an expulfion as this,

X 2 cannot



[ 3U ]

cannot deter them from purfuing their preparations for their

Wiiniftcrjal calling : friends they cannot want, becaufe " he is

faithful who hath promifed, that whofoever forfaketh father or

mother, houfes or lands, for his fake or the gofpeFs, he fhall

have an hundred fold in this life, with perfecution, and in the

world to come life everlafting." But if any act fo daftajdly,

as to make unfcriptural conceffions, or be tu rihcd by iuifc{ip-

tural, and therefore mere brutq fulmint, if they were of trades

before, the fooner they return again to their trades the better:

for it is to be feared, fuch cowa/ds would only make a tjade

of the miniftry if they were admitted into the church, and the

fewer of fuch kind of tradefmen our church is troubled with,

^he fafer fhe will be.

But what a mercy is it, reverend Sir, that we lire under a

free government, under a King whofe royal grandfather re

peatedly declared (and he was as good as his word through a

long and glorious reign) that there fhould be no perfecution in

his time; under a King who in his firli moft gracious and

never to be forgotten fpeech from the throne, gave his people

the ftrongeft aflurances " that it was his fixt purpofe, as the

beft means to draw down the divine favour on his reign, to

countenance and encourage the practice of true religion ajid

virtue, and maintain the toleration inviolable."

That both ftudents and common people will be in danger

of being tempted by fuch violent proceedings, to put them-

felves under the adt of toleration, may eafily be forefeen : and

it may as eafily be guefied, how fuch treatment will neceflarily

difcourage ferious. people from fending their fons to the unit

verfity, at leaft to the univerfity of Oxford; and at the fame

time will furnifh them with a new argument for entering their

youth in fome of our duTcming academies, where they wilt

be in no danger, it is prefumed, of being expelled for finging

hymns, f"peaking a little now and then in a religious fockty,

or ufing extempore prayer.

Alas ! alas ! in what a disadvantageous, point of light, muft

all concerned in fuch an extraordinary ftretch, of univerOty->

difcipline ftand, among all foreign univerfities whatfoever ?

In what point of light it will be viewed by our ecclefiaftical

fuperiors at home, a very little time will difcover. Nay, it

is to be feared, the difcovery is made already : for by a Utter

dated
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dated To lately*as March 29, it appears that a certain venera

ble fociety " on account of ibme circumftances that have

lately happened (probably the circumftances of a late expul-

fion) are under a neceffity of coming to a refolution, to ac

cept of no recommendation for perfons to go abroad as mif-

fionaries, but fuch as have had a literary education, and have

been bred up with a defign to dedicate themfelves to the mi-

niftry." This refolution feems to be taken, in Order the

better to prevent any of thefe caft-outs, or any other laymen,

however otherwife well qualified and recommended, from ap

plying to the fociety for holy orders, that they may be em

ployed and fent abroad as miflionaries. But to what a fad

dilemma will many ferious perfons bft hereby reduced ? They

muft not, by fuch resolutions it feems, be allowed to be lay-

preachers, and yet if fent by their friends to the ufiiverfity to

purfue their ftudies, in order that they may be regularly and

epifcopally ordained, if they fing hymns, pray extempore, or

give a word of exhortation in a religious fociety, though en

tirely made up of the members of the eftablimed church, they

muft be ipftfaflo expelled for fo doing. 0 tempora ! 0 mores !

If matters proceed in this channel, of what flamp, Reverend

Sir, may we not fuppofe, our future miffionaries to the iflands

and continent will be ? To my certain knowledge, all of them

are hot rooked upon as very burning and fhining lights already.

But if what little light of true religion fome may have, is to

ke thus damped by adrs of expulfion before they leave the

univerfity, and ?ven this little light, as far as lies in the power

of man, is to be thus turned into total darknefs, how great

muft that darknefs be ! Surely it muft be worfc than Egyptian

darknefs ; a darknefs that will be moft deplorably felt by all

true lovers of our common falvation both at home and

abroad.

You need not be apprized, Reverend Sir, that a defign

for the eftablifhment of epifcopacy in our iflands aiW planta

tions, hath been long upon the tapis ; and that it hath been,

in part at leaft, the fubject of annual fermons for feveral

years laft paft. No longer ago than in the year 1766, the

prefent Bifhop of Z.<wdaj7"infifted upon the neceftity and ex

pediency of it in the moft explicit manner ; nay, his Lord-

Slip carries the matter fo far, as to afiurc us that this point,



the efiallijhment of epifcopaey, being obtained, " the

"church will go out of its infant flate ; be able to ftand upon

" its own legs, ano' without foreign help fupport and fpread

" itfelf ; and then this fociety will have been brought to the

'" happy iflue intended." Whether thefe aflertions of his

Lordfhip, when weighed in a proper balance, will not in

feme dtg-ee be found wanting, is not for me to determine.

But fuppofing the reafoning to be juft, and his Lordfhip's af-

fertions true, then I fear it will follow, that a fociety, which

fmce its firft inftitution hath been looked upon as a fociety

for propagating the Gofpel, hath been all the while rather ' k

fic'uty fir propagating Epifcopaey in foreign parts /and if fo, and

iffy ever fhould appear, that our Right Reverend Archbifhops

and Bifhops do in the leaft countenance and encourage the

unfcriptural proceedings at Edmund-Hall, how muft it increafe

the prejudices of our colonifts, both in the iflands and on the

continent, againfl the eftablifhment of epifcopacy ! That per-

fons of all ranks, from Quehec down to the two Florida;, are at

this time prejudiced, and more than prejudiced agaihft it, is

very notorious ; but how will the very thought of the intro

duction of Lords Bsfiops even make them fhudder? if their

Lordfhips fhould think proper to 'countenance the expulfion

of fuch worthy and truly religious ftudents, whilft thofe who

have no religion at all perhaps, may not only meet with coun

tenance, but approbation and applaufe.

Eefides, if fuch proceedings fhould be continued, (which

GOD forbid !) what little credit may we fuppofe will hereafter

be given to future tiniverjity-te/iimsniafs, that the bearers of

them have behaved ftudioufly, foberly, and pioufly ; and how

muft we in time be put under a difagreeable neceffity of having

a new, or at leaft of altering fome part of our prefent moft

excellent ordination-office? As it now ftands, one of the

queftions propofed to every candidate for holy orders runs

thus: " Do you truft that you are inwardly moved by the

'' holy ghoft ?" But if all ftudents are to be expelled that fing

hymns, pray extempore, attend upon, or expound a verfe

now and then in, a religious church of England fociety, fhould

it not rather, Reverend Sir, be worded thus, namely, " Do

V.ye truft that ye are NOT inwardly moved by the Holy

'« Ghoft
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n Ghoft to take upon you the office and adminlftration of the

« church I"

You will excufc this freedom, Reverend Sir.

Agitur de vita et fanguine turni.

Love to GOD, love to mankind in general, and love to that

univerfity, that alma mater where I had the honour of being

educated, and, what is infinitely more, where I had the hap-

pinefs of receiving the witnefs of the Spirit of GOD in my

heart, all together conftrain me.

The news of thefe young mens expulfion hath made, and

will make the ears of all who have heard, or fhall hear of* it,

to tingle : and therefore if fome do not fpeak, and ufe great

plainnefs of fpeech too, the very ftones would, as it were,

cry out againft us. In refpect to myfclf, Reverend Sir, I

hope, that in taking 'the freedom of troubling you with this,

I do not juftly incur the cenfure of adding as a bufy-body in

other mens matters. For, whatever other pretences may be

made, fuch as difqualifkation in refpect to learning, age, the

being of trades, &c. &c. &c. (Nugee tricaque cahnda] it is

notorious and obvious to all intelligent perfons, that the grand

caufe of thefe young mens expulfion was this, namely, that

they were either real or reputed METHODISTS. An honour

this indeed, unwittingly put on Methodifts, whoever or what

ever they be; fince fcarce any now-a days can pray extem

pore, fing hymns, go to church or meeting, and 'abound in

other adb of devotion, but they rnuft be immediately dubbed

Methodifts. I fay, dubbed Methodifts; for it is not a name

given to them by themfelves, but was impofed on them by fome

of their fellow ftudents and cotemporaries in the univerfity.

I take it for granted, Reverend Sir, that you need not be

apprized that 1 am one of thefe Methodifts; and bleflld be

GOD I have had the honour of being one of them for about

thirty-five years. If this is to be vile, may I be more vile !

If this be my fhame, upon the moft mature and ferious re

flection I really glory in it. But then, left any more inno

cent youths fhould hereafter fuffer barely for the imputation

of a nick-name, give me leave iimply and honeftly to inform

you, Reverend Sir, and through you the whole univerfity,

what not barely a reputed, but a real Methodift is : " He is

X 4 " one
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e• one of thofc whom. GOD hath chofen in CHRIST out of

" mankind, to bring them by CHRIST to evcrlafting; falva—

" tion, as veflels made to honour ; wherefore they, who be

'' endued with To excellent a benefit of GOD, are called ac-

" cording to GOD'S pu-rpofe by his fpirit working in' due fea-

" fpn : they, through grace, obey the calling; they bejuf-

" lifted freely ; and made the fonsofGoD by adoption : they

'' are conformed to the image of his only begotten Son JESUS

"CHRIST; they walk religioufly in good works; and at

'' length, by GOD'S mercy, they attain everlafting felicity."

This is the true portrait of a Method:!!, drawn at full length,

drawn to the very life, and that too not by an ignorant

modern dauber, but by tSiofe good old fkilful fcriptural limner;,

C'-antntr, Latitner, RidUy, \s\ the xviith article of our church ;

an article that defcrvrs to he written in letters of gold ; and

yet, for holding of* this very article in its literal grammatical

A.- nfc, agreeable to his fubfeription at the time of matricula-,

tion, o.".e of thsfc young ftudents, as we have been informed,

was expelled. If our information be wrong in this or any

other" rel'pect, ths nation n;ay foon be fet right by an, authen

tic publication of the wholejudicial proceedings.

• «u fhoLid def;rc, Reverend Sir, a definition of Melko-

dijm itlelf, as well as of a Methodift, you may eafily ., be gra-.

tinoj. Jt is no more nor iefs than " faith working by love.

" A holy method of living and dying, to the glory of GOD."

It is r.r; uiiivsrfal morality, .founded upon the love of GOD

flicd abroad in the heart by ;h; Holy Ghoft : or, to keep to

the ex;ict terms made ufe of in the lafl coiieiS of our excellent

liturgy, it is " the'grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, the love

of GOD, and the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft ;" which we

cannot go to church or chapel on Sunday^ holidays, or other

co;iimon days, without praying, not that it may be driven

fj.irn, hut be with us all evermore.

, If thjs be enthufufm, the true Methodifts confefs them-

fi-lves to he enthufiafts. But then, they humbly apprehend,

irut tney cannot with any juft propriety of fpeech be termed

modern enthufiafts ; for it is an enthufiafm which our bleffed

LOP, p carneftly indfts upon, in that prayer which he put .up

wl'.en he was about to taiee his farewel of his difciples, and

Wuivh is a pattern of that all-prevailing imerce&oa which

He

 



He is now making it the right hand of GOD, and demands

that all hii difciples may he pofTeffed of; " Father, I will

" that thofe whom thou haft given me, may be with me

" where I am ; that they may be one with me, even as thou,

" O Father, and I are one : I in them, and they in me,

" that they all may be made perfect in one." An enthufi-

afm, with which Peter and John were fired, when Annat

the high-pricft, and Caieptas, and y*/>«, and Alexander, and

as many as were of the kindred of the high-prieft, feeing

their boldnefs, and perceiving that they were unlearned and

ignorant men, marvelled, and took knowledge of them that

they had been with JESUS. An enthufiafm, with which the

proto-martyr Stephen was filled, when he cried, " Ye ftiff-

" necked and uncircumcifed in heart and ears, ye do always

" refift the Holy Ghoft." An enthufiafm, which Ignatius

fuppofed by fome to be,one of thofe little children which the

LORD JESUS took up in his arms, was abforbed in, when he

ftiles himfelf a hearer of GOD ; and for witneffing of which

good confeffion, in order to cure him of this enthufiafm, he

was ordered by Trajan, the Riman emperor, to be thrown to

the lions. An enthufiafm, for which Crannurt Ridley, and

Latin, «r, thofe glorious lights of the reformation, thofe excel

lent compilers of our liturgy, articles, and homilies, were

burnt alive near Btlicl college. And, to mention but one

more, too too recent an example, an enthufiafm, for being

only a little tinctured with which, fix ftudents, on March i ith,

in the year of our LORD 1/68, were publicly expelled in

Edmund-Hall chapel.

But think you, Reverend Sir, that this is the way to flop

the progrefs of this enthufiafm ? Or rather, may we not ima

gine that this very act of expulfion will be a means of further

ing and promoting its progrefs far and near ? To fpeak my

own thoughts, I am fully perfuaded, that if fuch unfcriptural

methods of ftopping this enthufiafm be purfued further, it

will be only like cutting off the Ljrntan head ; inftead of one,

an hundred will fpring up.

Indeed, if the picture- of modern enthufiafts, drawn up and

prefented to thje public by your Right Reverend Diocefan,

be a |ti ft and proper one, fuppofing at the fame time the Me-'

thodifts are thereby referred to, no matter how foon they are

bani-fhed
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banifhed out of the univerfity, and out of the church alfo :

for his Lordfhip is p leafed to tell us " that they act in diredt

'' oppofition to the perverfe pharifees of old ; thefc afcribed

" the works of the Holy Ghoft to Beelzebub ; and it is no

'.' uncommon thing for thefe modern enthufiafts, adds his

" Lordfhip, to afcribe the works of Beelzebub to the Holy

'' Spirit." Surely his Lordfhip, by thefe modern, enthufiafts,

cannot mean thole who apply for holy orders, and profefs

before men and angels, that '' they are inwardly moved by

" the Holy Ghoft, to take upon them the office and admini-

" ftration of the church ;" when the fearcher of hearts knows

that they are moved only by fecular views and worldly hopes

of preferment. This is afcribing the works of Beelzebub to the

Spirit of GOD with a witnefs : or, to ufe the words of a no

lefs learned, though lefs cenforious prelate ; I mean the mo

derate Bifhop Burnet) " it is a committing the horrid crime

" of- Ananias and Sapphira over again; it is lying, not only

" unto man, but unto GOD."

This is a modern kind of enthufiafm, Reverend Sir, which

the true old Methodifts always did, and I trult always will

abjure, deleft and abhor. If worldly church preferments

had been their aim, fome of them at leaft might have had

worldly ladders enough let down to them to climb up by:

but having received a kind of apoftolical commiffion at their

ordination, when thofe who profefs themfelves lineal fuccejpri

of the Apoftles., iaid unto them, " Receive ye the Holy

" Ghoft now committed unto you by the impofition of our

" hands:" they would fain keep up and maintain fomething

of the dignity of an apoftolic character ; and therefore, with

out ever fo much as defigning to enter into any political ca

bals, or civil or. church factions whatfoever, without turning

to the right hand or the left, or troubling the world with fo

much as one fingle fermon or pamphlet, on the bare exter

nals of religion ; they- have endeavoured to have but one thing

in view, namely^ to determine to think of nothing, to know

nothing, and to preach of nothing but JESUS CHRIST, and

him crucified ; to fpend and be fpent for the good of fouls,

and to glory in nothing fave in the crofs of CHRIST, by

whom the world is crucified unto them asd they unto the

world.

It
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It is true, by thinking and a&ing thus, the Methodifh

have been, and it is prefutned always will be, charged and

condemned by men of corrupt minds, as thinking and a&ihg

irregularly and diforderly: but as fuch a charge, in the very

nature of the thing, fuppofes a deviation from fome fettled

ftandirig rule, they would humbly afk, wherein the irregula

rity and diforderlinefs of this way of acting and thinking

doth' fpecifieally confift ? Is it irregular and diforderly to be

" inftant in feafon and out of feafon ?" Is it irregular and

diforrferly to do what every Bifhop at the very time of our

being ordained priefts pofitivefy tells us -penaineth to their

office, " to feek after the children of GOD, fcattered abroad

41 Sri this naughty world ?" Is it irregular and'diforderly after

we have eftablifhed the truth of what we deliver in our fcr-

mons by fcripture proofs, further to confirm and illuftratc

them by repeated and particular quotations, taken from the

liturgy, articles, and homilies of our eftablifhed church? Is

it irregular and diforderly to fill her pews, to croud her com

munion tables, and to recommend a frequent and conflant

devout attendance upon her public offices and fervices ? Or,

fuppofing they fhould, merely by caprice or prejudice, be de

nied the privilege of preaching within the church, can it be

juftly termed irregular or diforderly, at leaft can it poffibly be

looked upon as criminal, to preach the fame truths, to make

ufe of the fame kind of illuftrations, to repeat the felf-fame

recommendations without the church walls, in the fields, or

any other place whatfoever?

The late candid Bifhop of Lincoln, I am pofitive, did not

think fuch a way of acting altogether fo very criminal : for

'in a charge given to his clergy fome years before his tranfla-

tion to the fee of Salijbury, he told them to this effect, " that

" they were not to look upon themfelves as minifters of a

•'' a Plata, a Pythagoras, or any other heathen philofopher, con-

" fequently they were not to entertain their auditories with

" mere moral harangues ; but that they were to confider them-

•' felves as mmifters of JESUS CHRIST; and therefore if

" they would not preach the gofpel in the church, they could

" not be juftly angry if the poor people went out to hear it

'' in a field." A charge this, truly worthy of a fober-minded,

moderate, wife Bifl;op of the Church of England. For even

f; in
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in ai£ting thus feemtngly ii regular and diforderly, thefe mo

dern enthufiafts only copy after the grcateft and brighteft ex

amples the world ever law, and whole examples it is more

than criminal not to follow or copy after. Our blefied LORP,

when denied the ufe of the fynagogueS, on feeing, jthe multi

tude, went up and chofe a jnountain for his pulpit, and the

heavens for his founding board. At other times he fat by

the fea-fide, nay, went into a Clip and preached, whilft the

•whole multitude ftocd on the fhore. When Peter and John,

that this kind of emhiifial'm might fpread no further among

the people, were flrattly threatened and commanded that they

fhould thenceforth fpeak at all to no man in CHRIST'S name,

they calmly yet boldly replied unto trjeir threatners and com-

jnanders, " Whertier it be right in the fight of GOD, to

" hearken unto you, more than unto GOD, judge ye : for

•• we cannot but fpeak the things which we have feen and

" hoard," A certain woman, named Lydia,z feller of purple,

had her heart opened when the great apoftle of the Gintiles was

preaching and praying by a river-fide ; and Dionyjius the Are-

tpagitc, a woman named Damans, and others, believed, and

clave unto the fame Apoftle, from the time they heard him

preach in the mid ft of Artspagus, or Mars-hill. And we

may fuppofe he was not lefs fuccefsful when he was

obliged by the angry Jews to preach in the fchpol of one

Tyrannus.

I believe you will agree, Reverend Sir, that the venerable

Fox and Bradford did not appear lefs ^enerable for preaching

*t Pauls- craft ; neither,did I ever hear that Bifhop Latrmer

•was looked1 upon as degrading his epifcopal character, .when

he ufed to preach in Cotton-Garden .ffeflmirifler^ and King

Edward the fixth, that Joj?ab of his age, witb fome of bis

court, looked out at the palace window to hear him. And

I hereby appeal to the whole univerfity, whether the Reverend

Doctors of divinity, heads of houfes, graduates or under-gra-

duates, ever looked upon it as criminal, or beneath the dig'

nity of their place and ftation, to fit out in the open, air

on St. jta/in Bapiift's day, to hear a mafter of arts preach

from the ftone pulpit in Maudling-Catiege yard ; though, for

fear it may be they fhould give further £ani3ion to oeld-

preachingi
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preaching, they have latoly thought proper to adjourn int«

the chapel ?

You know, Reverend Sir, who it was, that when thofe

who were bidden in a regular way refufed to come to the

wedding-fupper, without afking any one's leave for fo doing,

fent forth fame irregulars into the lanes and ftreets of the city,

into the highways and hedges, with that glorious encouraging

comrniffion, not by fines and imprifonments, not by threat!

and cxpulfions, not by killing the body for the good of the

foul, but by filling their mouths with gofpel arguments,

backed with the all-powerful energy of tne Holy Ghoft, to

compel poor, wandering, weary, heavy laden fioners to come

in. Armed with this panoply divine, and, as they think,

authorifed by the fame LORD, fome few of us continue to

this day, amongft fmall and great, high and low, rich and

poor, in church or chapel, in commons, ftreets, fields, when-

foever or wherefoever divine providence opens a door, " to

*' teftify repentance towards GOD and faith in our LORD

M JESUS CHRIST ;" and this not from contempt of, or in

w oppofitioii to the godly admonitions of our ecclefiaftical fupe-

riors, but becaufe " the love of CHRIST conftraineth us ;"

and we think that a wo, a dreadful wo, awaits us if we

preach not the gofpel. Not that we are enemies to a decent

q,r even cpifcopai confecration, or fetting apart churches and

chapels for divine an 1 holy worfhip : but we are more indif

ferent about the reputed outward fantftity of places, becaufe

our LORD, with great folemnity, faid unto the woman of

Samaria, " Woman, believe me, the hour cometh when ye

" fhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerufalem, worfhip

" the Father : but the hour cometh, and now is, when the

" true worfhippers fhall worfhip the Father in Spirit and

'' ia truth." Hence we infer, that every plac* is then, and

only tlvji properly called holy, when like the ground around

the burning bum, it is made holy by the divine pretence of

Him who fpake to M fet out of the bufli ; or like mount Ta-

her, which by the Apoftle Peter is called, by way of empha-

fis, the holy mount, becaufe himfelf and Jamet. and 7 i %,

not only had upon that mount a vifible outward manifeftation,

but aliu a blefled inward heart-felt fenfe of the Redeemer's

excellent glory. It was undoubtedly this which, made
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to break out into that exclamation : " Mafter, it is good for

" us to be here." And it was this that warmed, and not

only warmed, but conftrained the enraptured Patriarch Ja

cob, when he had only the ground for his bed, the ftones for

bis pillow, and the open firmament for his curtains and fur

niture, to break forth into that extatic language, " How

'' dreadful is this place ! this is no other than the houfe of

" GOD, this is the gate of heaven."

If then, Reverend Sir, for this and fuch like things we

are accounted irregular and diforderly, we are truly forry for

it : forry, but not upon our own accounts, having the tefti-

mony of a good confcience that we a& with a fingle. eye, and

in direct conformity to the authority of the word of GOD :

but we are forry, barely on account of our impeachers and

condemners, efpecially for thofe, who being fet apart for the

minifterial office, and loaded with ecclafiaftical preferments,

preach very feldom, or not at all ; or, if they do preach now

and then, preach only as tho'Jgh they were barely reading

wall-lectures, and feldom or ever fo much as mention or quote

the homilies of our church, though they have fubfcribed to

an article which fays, that " they contain godly and whole-

" fome doctrine, and which judges them to be read in

" churches by the minifters diligently and diftinctly, thai

'' they may be underftood of the people." It is to be feared,

that it is owing to fuch irregularity and diforder as this,

that when our people hear of our articles or homilies quoted

by fome few in the pulpit, that they are ready to cry out,

" What new doctrine is this ? Thou bringeft certain ftrange

things to our ears :" At lead if it is not fo at home, I am

lure it is abroad. Hence it was that about three years ago,

after I had been preaching to a very large auditory in one of

the moft polite places on the continent of America, and in

preaching, as is my ufual cuftom, had ftrongly been recom

mending the book of homilies, numbers were ftirred up to

go to the ftores to purchafe them : but upon enquiring after

the book of homilies, the ftoiekeeper, furprized at the novelty

of the word homilies, begged leave to know what muflifls

they meant, and whether they were not bummime. •

What a pity therefore is it, Reverend Sir, that the took

of homilies, which ought to be in every hand, and as com

mon as our common prayer books, fhould never yet have

found
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found a place in the large catalogue of books given away by

the truly laudable fociety for promoting chriftian knowledge,

though founded foon after the glorious revolution. If this

be not remedied fome way or another, we fhall very foon be

come diforderly indeed : our pulpits will ftill continue to

contradict our reading-defks, and we fhall never have the ho

nour of being ftiled regular and orderly, till, regardlefs of

fubfcriptions, oaths, rubries, and ordination-offices them-

felves, our practices give the lie to our profeffions, and we

feck the fleece not the flock, and " preach ourfelves, and not

CHRIST JESUS the LORD."

Dead formalifts, and proud felf-righteous bigots, may

loudly exclaim and cry our, " the temple of the LORD,

" the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD are

" we !" They may not only cry out, but alfo caftout; and

thinking they thereby do GOD fervice, though moft notori-

oufly deficient in their own moral conduct, may plead con-

fcience, and fay, " Let the LORD be glorified." But to

fuch as thefe our LORD once faid, " Ye are they that juftify

" yourfelves before men, but GOD knoweth your hearts."

Like the chief priefts, and the fcribes and pharifees of old,

they may plead their law ; for the breach of which, thefe

irregulars, as they imagine, ought to be condemned and fuf-

fer ; nay, a time may come when they may be permitted to

enforce their clamorous accufations, by urging, as their '

godly predeceflbrs once did againft our Mafter, that "we

" found thefe fellows perverting the nation, and forbidding

to give tribute unto Ceefar : but Pilate knew that for envy

" they delivered Him." And though they could plead their

loyalty, and fay, "Ifthou let this man go, thou art not

" Cef/ar's friend, we Have no king but Cafar •" yet both our

LORD and his Apoftles rendered themfelves, and ftrictly

taught all that heard them, to " render unto Cafar fhe things

" that are Ceefar's,znd unto GOD the things that are GOD'S."

Fain would the Methodifts copy after fuch giorioufly divine

examples : and blefled be GOD, after a trial of near forty

years, upon the moft fevere fcrutiny, their loyalty cannot

be juftly fo much as once called in queftion : for, as they

fear GOD, fo they dearly love and honour their King, 'their

rightful fovereign-Kjng Gtsrgi- ; and have been, and conti

nue. to. be, fteady, invariable friends to the p:ottftant fucccf-

fion
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fion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover. And if fo, fuppofing

thefe Methodifls fhould be convicted of acting fomewhat irre

gular, fince it is only the irregularity of preaching and re->

commending unfeigned love to GOD, and, for his great

name fake, undiffembled, difmterefted loyalty to their King $

.s it not the intereft as well as duty of civil government, if

not to encourage, yet not to oppofe them ? For it is certainly

a moft inconteftable truth, that every additional profelyte to

true Methodifm, is an additional loyal fubject to King Gevrgt

the Third, whom, with his royal moft amiable confort, our

gracious Queen Charlotte, the Methodifts with one united

voice earneftly pray, GOD long to continue to be a nurfing

father and nurfing mother to our church, and people of every

denomination whatfoever.

Every body is loudfy complaining of the badnefs of our

times, and the degeneracy of our morals. Sinners now pro

claim their fin like Sodoin, and the nation hath fuffered more

than a feeond deluge by an innundation of every fin, and every

kind of corruption that was ever committed or pracYifed under

heaven : " The whole head is fick, the whole heart faint ;

from the crown of the head to the fole of our feet, we are full

of wounds and bruifes, and putrifying fores." Shall there no

man be found then to ftand in the gap ? None dare to attempt

at leaft to ficm the impetuous torrenf? None venture to go

out with their lives in their hand, and cry to a profane, care-

lef?, bufy world, " Ho ! every one that thirtieth, come ye to

the waters." Can any confiderate, much more can any real

good man be fo cruel, as even to with that the gofpel fhould be

confined either to church or meeting, when there are fo many

thoufands and tens of thoufands, who as to fpiritual things,

know not their right hand f»om their Uft, and who never go

cither to church or meeting at all ? If fome are called to be

fettled minifters (and may the great Head of the church fill

all our pariftv-churches and rueeting-houfes with true evan

gelical paftors ! ) may not others be called out to be itinerants ?

Have there not been prefbyters at large, even from the eailieft

tiroes of chriftianity ? And if fome of a more inferior rank

and order fhould be qualified, and thruft forth by the great

LORD of the harveft, when the harveft is fo great, and the

labourers fo few, who fhall dare to fay to Him, '' What doit

.tboui"
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thou ? " Shall cJur eye be evil becaufe he is good ? If ffaiah

Was a courtier, was not the Prophet Amos a herdfman ? In

the days of Afafa, when the Ifraelites were under a more

immediate divine theocracy, news was brought him,' and that

too even by a Jojhua, that Eldad and Medad were prophefying

in the camp, without his licence or his ordination ; what doth

this meek man of GOD fay ? '' Envieft tfaoU for my fake ?

Would to GOD all the LORD'S people were prophets." And

in the days of our LORD himfelf, his beloved difciple *Jobnt

before his heart was more enlarged by divine love, faid unto

him, " Mafter, we faw one cafting out devils in thy name,

and he follovtreth not with usi and we forbad him, becaufe he

Followeth not with us." But what faid JESUs, that good

Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls ? " Forbid him not."

Such inftances, fuch ftfiking inftdnces as thefe, meth'inks,

fhould fnake good men careful not to give way to a narrow,

felfifh, bigotted fpirit ; and caution them agaiuft joining with

the world in fmiting their fellow-fervants, by crying down

or fpeaking flightingly and reproachfully of a method of

preaching and acting, which, maugre all oppofition, for thefe

thirty years laft paft hath been blefled and owned of GOD to

the converting of thoufands ; not to a bare name, fect, or

party, or me'rely to head or notional knowledge, but " from

darktiefs unto light, from the power of Satan unto GOD ;"

from holding the mere form* to the true abiding pofiefllon and

practice of true fcriptufal godlinefs, in heart, lip, and life.

But jf good or bad men nowdiffike, and therefore oppofe fuch

an irregular way of a&ing; they may be told to their comfort,

that their uneafmefs on this account, in all probability, will

not be of long continuance ; for few will choofe to bid, or

offer themfelves candidates for fuch airy pluralities : to go thus

without the camp, bearing all manner of reproach ; to become

Jn this manner, " Spectacles to GOD, to angels, and to men;"

ttyfacrifice not only our natural, but fpiritual affections and

connections, and to part from thofe who are as dear to them

as their own fouls, in order to pafs the Atlantic*, and bear the

Colds and heats of foreign climes ; thefe are fuch uninviting

things to Corrupt nature, that if we will have but a little pa

tience till a few old Weary beads arc laid in the iilent grave,

Vi Y thefc

39
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thefc uncommon gofpel-metcors, thefe field -phenomenas, that

feJdom appear in the latitude of England, fcarce above once in

a century, without the help of any coercive means, will of

tbemfelves foon difappear. They begin to be pretty well in

difrepute already : yet a little while, and in all human pro

bability they will quite vanifh away. But though I am nei

ther a prophet, nor the fon of a prophet, I am greatly miftaken,

if in the Redeemer's own good time and way, fome fpiritual

phoenix will not hereafter arife, fome blefled gofpel-inftrument

be raifed, that fhall make the devil and his three-fold army,

" The luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye, and the pride of

life," to fly before the found of the gofpel trumpet.

I have dwelt the longer upon this particular, Reverend Sir,

becaufe the prefent learned Bifhop of Gloucefter, in his late

volume, intitled, " The Doctrine of Grace," is pleafed to

obferve more than once, that he finds fault not fo much with

the matter, as the manner of the Methodifts preaching. But

if by the manner, his Lordfhip would have us to underfland,

not their manner of preaching in the field, but the manner of

their 'delivery, whether in the church or field, I would hum

bly afk his Lordfhip, if he ever heard any of them preach ?

If not, doth our law condemn any man, or any fet of men,

unheard ? And I would humbly enquire further of his Lord-

Ihip, and all others whom it may concern, how they would

have them or any others to preach ?

I remember the great Doctor Dclar.y, when I had the ho

nour of being with him, many years ago, at the Right Re

verend Dr. Boulter's, then Lord Primate of Ireland, among

other hints proper for a young preacher, gave me to under- ,

ftand, that whenever he went up into a pulpit, he defired to

look upon it as the laft time he fhould ever preach, or the laft

time that the people fhould ever hear him. O that all

* preachers, whether within or without doors, however digni

fied or diftinguifhed, went always up into their refpe&ive pul

pits thus imprefled ! They would then pieach, as Aptllot

once faid he painted, for Eternity. They would then act the

part of true gofpel chriftian orators, and not only calmly and

cooly inform the underRanding, but by perfuafive pathetic ad-

drefs, endeavour to move the affe&ions, and warm the heart.
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To act otherwife, befpeaks a fad ignorance of human natu>e'j

and fuch an inexcufcable indolence and indifference in the

preacher, as muft conftrain the hearers, whether they will or

not, to fufpedr, that the preacher, let him be who he will;

only deals in the falfe commerce of uhfelt truths.

^Wcre our lawyers, oUr, counfellors, or our players to adt'

thus, both the bar and the ftjge would fooh be deferred ; and

therefore the anfwer of Mr. Betterton, to a worthy prelate*

when he afked him, " How it came to pafs that the clergy,

" who fpoke of things real, affected the people fo little, and

" the players, who fpoke of things barely imaginary, affe&ed

r*i them fo much," is worthy of lafting regard. " My Lord,-

'"'fays Mr. Betterton, I can affign but one reafon, which is;

" we players fpeak of things imaginary as though they were •• •

" real, and too many of the clergy fpeak of things real as* i •.

" though they we.re imaginary." Thus it was in his, and

all know lt is too much the cafe in our time : hence it is*

that even on our moft important occafions, the worthy gen

tlemen concerned in our public charities, generally find them-

felves more obliged to the muficians than the preachers, for

the largenefs of their collections r and hence, no doubt it is*

that upon our moft folemn anniverfaries, after lohg previous

notice hath been given, when fome even of our Lords Spiri

tual do preach, perhaps n<Jt two Lords temporal come to Bear

them.

Sorry am I, Reverend Sir, to find fo true, what a celebrated

orator, in one of his lectures delivered, (if I arti not miftaken,'

in the Univerfity of Oxford) takes the liberty of faying,-

•' That it is to be feared this is t,x> much the flate of the pdl-

" pit-elocution in general, in the Church of England: orf

'• which account, there fiever was1 pethaps a religious fei3i

" upon earth, whofe hearts were fo little rngaged in the 4ctf "

" of pXiblic worfhip, as th£ members of that churth'. To

" be pkafed,' we muft feel, and we are pleafed with feeling;

" The Prefbyterians are rfioved ; the Methodifts are moved ;

" they go to their meetings and tabernacle's with delight;

" the very Quakers are moved ; fantafticd and extravitganl

'' as the language of their emotions is, yet flill they are

«' moved by it, and they love their form of worfhip for that

Y a " reafon*
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•

" reafon : whilft much the greater part of the members of

" the Church of England, are either banifhed from it through

" difguft, or reluctantly attend the fervice as a difagreeable

" duty." Thus far Mr. Sheridan.

But why go I to the bar or ftage to fetch vouchers in de«

fence of earneftnefs in heart and action, when fpeaking for

the moft High GOD, and offering falvation to precious and

immortal fouls, for whom the ever-adorable Mediator fbed

bis precious blood. You know, Reverend Sir, the character

given of Bucolfpherui, one of the Reformers, Vividus vitltus,

vividi aculi, vivid* mania denique omnia vivida. You have

alfo heard of a Prophet who was commanded by the LORD

GOD himfelf, to fmite with his hand, and ftamp with his foot;

and gofpel-miniftcrs in general are commanded to " cry aloud,

and fpare not, and to lift up their voices like trumpets." But

why refer I even to Reformers or Prophets ? Rather let me

mention the GOD and Saviour of all, even our LORD JESUS

CHRIST ; on whofe manner of preaching, the multitudes that

followed him, when he came down from the mount, made

this j ult obfervation, that " He fpake as one having authority,

and not as the fcribes." And after his refurredHon, when

beginning at Mofes and all the Prophets, he expounded unto

them in all the fcriptures the things concerning himfelf,

the two difciples at Emmaus faid one to another, '' Did not

eur hearts burn within us while he talked with us by the

way, and while he opened to us the fcriptures ?" And I be

lieve we may venture to affirm, that if preachers in general

fpake and opened the fcriptures more under the influence and

energy of his blefled Spirit, whether in confecrated or uncon-

fecrated ground, within or without doors, they would find

their hearers hearts in a degree would burn within them

too.

But I have done.—You will be fo good, Reverend Sir, as

to pardon not only the freedom but prolixity of this. I have

already mentioned my motives for writing ; and therefore

fhall now clofe with the advice given upon a fimilar occaflon

to an ecckfiaftical council by Gamaliel, a doctor of law, and

had in reputation among all the people : " And now I fay

unto you, refrain from thefe men, and let them alone : for

if



if this counfel or work be of men, it will come to nought ;

but if it be of GOD, yc cannot overthrow it : left haply ye be

found to fight againft GOD." To this GOD, and the word

of his grace, I moft humbly recommend you and the whole

Univerfity ; and earneftly praying, that all at all times may

have a right judgment given them in all things, I beg leave to

fubfcribc myfclf, Reverend Sir,

Your willing fervant for CHRIST'S fake,

GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

Y 3 • B S E R-
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•

OBSERVATIONS on

Seled PASSAGES of SCRIPTURE.

LUKE, CHAP. XXIII.

V«T.

g. Q. rr^-HT would not JESUS CHRIST /hew Herod a

miracle ?

A. Becaufc in all probability, it was only to fatisfy his

curiofity that he defired to fee one.

Qi What may we learn from Herod'* never having fan

.CHRIST hefore?

A. That CHRIST was no friend to courts ; that pomp

and greatnefs keep thoufands from JESUS CHRIST ; and

that we ought therefore rather to thank GOD for our be

ing in a lower cflate.

!?• Qc What may we learn from the frhndjhip made hetweut

Pilate and Herod, by the death of CHRIST ?

A. That Jew and Gentile, by CHRIST'S death, were

to be united together in one body : Herod being a Jew,

and Pontius Pilate a Gentile,

f8. . Q. When da we as thefi Jews did?

A. When we prefer our fins, (which are robbers, be-

caufe they rob us of GOD'S favour) to our Saviour's

'fervice.

26. Qi What may we learn from Simon tbt Cyrenian's hearing

the crofs ?

A. That they who would follow CHRIST, muft fol-

luw him by the way of the crofs.

.y. Qi What is the meaning of this verfe?

A. A good man in fcripture is compared to a green

fruitful tree, (See Pfalm ift.) and wicked men to chaff,

and are rcprefented alfo by a barren fig-tree : the mean

ing of the verfe therefore feems to be this : If they do this

to me, who am a good man, how will GOD deal with

fhat wicked people the Jews ?

32- ^
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Ver. ,

22. Q_ IVby was CHRIST crucified with tSe thieves f

A. To fulfill this faying, " And he was numbered

*' with the tranfgreflbrs." Ifa. liii. 12.

Q. Why hetween them ?

• A. As though he was the unworthieft and feafefVof the

three.

34- Qi What may lve Ifart from hence ?

A. To pray for our moft bitter enemies.

38. Qi Why was thefuperfcription written in Hebrew, Greek,"

and Latin ? \ \ --' '

A. To fhew that JESUS CHRIST was to be the. Saviour

of all nations, tribes, and languages.

39. Qi What may we learn from the hehaviour of the tmpeni-

'tent thief?

A. That for the generality, thpfe who live all their

'.' lives in fin, die hardened.

40. Q• What may we learn from the hehaviour of the penitent

thief, and CHRIST'* hehaviour towards him ?

A. That there is mercy for the worft of firmer?,

through CHRIST the Saviour.

Q. May wicked men draw any reafons from ketitt, ff

3 -defer their repentance till a death-bed?

i . ' A. No, by no means.

Qi Why ?

A, Becaufe probably this thief had never heard 1 of

" ' '.CHRIST before, adly, He might not have been fo notori

ous a tinner as is imagined, though drawn 'in by fiirprize

or temptation to commit the crime for which he fuffered.

3dly, GOD converted him, to honour his Son's death,

that he might in the very agonies thereof triumph over

the devil. 4thly, Becaufe he gave uncommon inftances

of his faith : he calls CHRIST, " Lord/' when his own

difciples had forfopk him, when the High-prjeft, fcribes?

and rulers were deriding him, and his own divinity under

an eclipfe : none of which circumftances are applicable

to a wilfully wicked man, that defers repentance till he

comes to die.

44. Qi What is thefixth hour ?

A. Twelve at noon.
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V«r.

Q. What the gth ?

A. Three in the afternoon.

45. Q: 1M>at was tb* vail of the temple ?

A. A curtain that parted the two places, where the

Jews and Gentiles worfhipped.

Q. Why was it rent in twain f

A. Becaufe by the death of CHRIST, the partition wall

between Jew and Gentile was to be broken down.

46. Q. Why did CHRIST cry with a laud voice ?

A. To fhew that he died full of vigour.

Qi H'hat may we learnfrom his calling GOD, Father?

A. That we are to acknowledge Gop to be our father,

though under the fevereft difpenfationsof his providence.

51. Qi What learn youfrom hence ?

A. That we muft not follow a multitude to do evil.

53. CX Why was it remarked, that CHRIST'S grave -was hiw*

out of a rock ?

A. Becaufe then it could not be faid, that his difciples

digged under, and ftole it away.

Qi Why that he was laid in a grave, where never man

hefore was laid ?

A. Becaufe then if any one's body did rife, it muft be

that of the LORD JESUS.

56. Qi What may we learn from the laft part of this verfe ?

A- That even the moft civil offices due to our neareft

friends, ought not to hinder us, if pofTible, from keeping

the fabbath-day holy.

CHAP. XXIV.

I. Q. What may we learnfrom this firJl verfe?

A. That we fhould rife early in the morning on the

Lord's-day, and offer him the fpices and odours of praife

and thankfgiving.

4. Qi What is meant by the two men ?

A. Two angels in the fhape of men.

7. Q. IVhy muft the Son of Man he crucified ?

jf. Becaufe we had deferved to be accurfed by GOD ;

and crucifixion being an accurfed death, (for it is written,

" curfed is every one that hangeth upon a tree") he be

came a curfe for us.

ii. Q.
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Ver.

; 1 . Q; What may we learn from the difciples not leliwing the

women's report ? i

A. That we ought more firmly to believe the truth of

our blefled LORD'S refurre&ion, fincc his own difciples

were the laft who gave credit to it.

14- Qi What may we Jearn from hence ?

A. That chriftians ought to talk of good things as

they walk together.

17. Qi Whatfrom hence ?

A. That JESUS CHRIST takes notice of the converfa-

tion, and more efpecially of the griefs of his people.

26. Q^ H'hy mufl CHRIST rife again and enter into glory ?

A. To allure us GOD was fatisfied for our fins ; that he

was no impoftor or cheat ; and to aflure us of the refur-

redtion of our bodies after death.

Qi Why m'uft he rife the third day? •

ji. Becaufe if he had continued longer, the body muft

have feen corruption ; and then the prophecy would not

have been fulfilled, which fays, that " GOD'S Holy One

was not to fee corruption." Nor would he have fulfilled

the type of Jonah.

28. Qi What may we learn from CHRIST'J firft refufing la

go in ?

A. That in fmall matters, though we may at firft re-

fufe a thing, yet we may afterwards, without forfeiting

our words, comply therewith ; it being fuppofed, that

we promifed on the fuppofition we had no better reafon

to the contrary.

29. Qi IPl;at may w* learnfrom hence ?

A, That we fhould, when evening comes on, conftrajn

CHRIST by our prayers, to tarry with and watch over us

all night.

30. Qi What may we learn from hence?

A. That we fhould never prefume to eat, without firft

afking a blefllng.

31. Qi What may we learn from CHRIST'* vanijhing fafeon

out of theirfight ?

A. That the fpiritual vifits of JESUS CHRIST in this

life, are but of a fhort continuance ; which fhould fet us

upon preparing for that place, where we fhall fee and be

with Him to all eternity, without interruption.

6 36. a
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V«r.

36. Qi Iybat may we learn from CHRIST'S faying to his dif-

ciplei, " Ptace he to ytv" though they had allfa latelyforfook

him ?

A. That we ought never to upbraid thofe who have

offended us, when they give marks of repentance ; and

alfo, this fhould encourage finners to hope for bleffings

from JESUS CHRIST, though they have finned againft

him. ii

45. Qi What may we learnfrom hence ?

A. That it is impcflible to underftand the fcripturcs,

without the illumination of the Spirit of JESUS CHRIST :

'' For the natural man difcerneth not the things of the

Spirit."

Qi Ought we therefore to pray hefore we read the jirip-

tures ?

A. Yes, by all means.

49. Q. lybat is meant by the promi/e of the Father ?

A. The Holy Ghoft, which was to come upon the

Apoftles at the feaft of Peiuecoft.

53. Qi lyhat is meant by their heing continually in the temple ?

A, That they were there at all hours of public prayer.

Q. What jhould we learn from thence f

A. That we ought to go and do likewife.

JOHN, CHAP. I.

Qi IPho was the author of this gtfpel ?

A. John, the difciple whom JESUS loved.

Q. IVby did he writi it ?

A, To confound the hercfy of Elian and Cerinthtae

who denied the divinity of our blefied LORD : and there

fore, through the whole gofpel we find he takes all op

portunities of proving, that JESUS CHRIST was very GOD

of very GOD ; another thing he had in view when he

wrote it, was to fupply what was wanting in the other

Evangelifts ; therefore he chiefly relates to us thofe par

ticulars which the other Evangelifh had omitted.

Q, IVlat
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v«r-

Qi What may we learn from GOD'* permitting fame «f

the Evaogelt/li to leave out what the others put in, and again

fame inferting what others have left out ?

A. That GOD would hereby oblige us to read all ; and

alfo to exercife our underftanding, that by comparing

fpiritual things with fpiritual, we might find out the

truth.

1 1 Qi ff^JO ii meant by the Word ?

A. JESUS CHRIST.

Qi Ii there any proof in tbis verfe, that JESUS CHRIST

is Gob ?

A. Yes : " And the Word was GOD."

Q. Why was it necejfary that JESUS our Saviour Jbould he

GOD ?

A. Becaufe it was impoffible for any creature to fatisfjr

for our fins.

3. C^ Is here any proof of the Divinity ofCHRIST ?

A. Yes : becaufe the work of creation is afcribed to

him.

4. Q; Is there any proof of it in this verfe ?

A, Yes : " In him was life." For whofoever has

life in or of himfelf, muft be GOD.

5. Q. Who is meant by the word " light."

A. JESUS CHRIST, who came to enlighten us, by re

vealing GOD'S will to us.

Q. What mean you by the word " darknefif"

A. The dark minds of men.

II. Qi What ii meant by the word " own ?*'

A. The Jews, who were GOD'S peculiar people.

1 3- Q: Ca" you poraphtofe this verfe ?

A, Which were born not of blood, i. t. not by any

natural generation ; nor of the will of the flefh, nor of

the will of man, i. e, not by human adoption, but of

GOD, or by the free grace and power of GOD only.

14. Qi What does the Evangelijl allude to here ?

A. The tabernacle, with the fhekinah, or glofious

appearance that ufed to be in it ; which were types of

JESUS CHRIST : the former reprefenting his humanity,

the latter his divinity reading or abiding in it. It i»

i therefore
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therefore faid in the margin of fome bibles, " Taber

nacled amongft us," plainly alluding to the Jewifh ta-

'bernacle in the wildernefs.

1,6. Qi What mean you by thefe words, " Gracefor grace?"

A. That CHRIST came to give us grace, that we might

get more of it : or rather it fhould be rendered, " Grace

vptn grace." For JESUS CHRIST came to purchafe for

us not only a fufficiency, but an abundance of grace.

41. Q. What may wt learn from hence?

A. That when we arc converted ourfelves, we fhould

endeavour to bring others, efpecially our own relations,

to the knowledge of JESUS CHRIST.

Q. What may we learn from thefe words, " We have

found the Me/iah ?"

A. That young converts are very apt to think they

have apprehended CHRIST, whereas they are rather ap

prehended by him.

49. Q. What may we learn from Nathaniel'* hehaviour, and

CHRIST'* anfwer ?

A. That a child-like fimplicity, is the beft preparative

for the reception of divine truth.

51. Q. When was this fulfilled ?

A, Afts i. when his difciples faw him carried up into

heaven ; and it will be more fully accomplifhed, when

JESUS CHRIST fhall come to judgment in the glory of

his Father, with his holy angels, to be admired by his

faints.

CHAP. II.

2. Qi What may vae learn from CHRIST'* heing at the mar'

riage in Cana ?

A. That it is an honourable flate, otherwife he would

not have been prefent at it.

Qi What may ive learnfrom thefe people1s eatting CHRIST

ta the marriage ?

A. That thofe who are about to enter on a marriage

ftate, ought above all things, by prayer to invite JESUS

CHRIST, it being for want of that we have fo few happy

matches.

3-Qs
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3. Q. IVkat may we learnfrom the tlrjjed Virgin's acquaint

ing CHRIST that they wanted wine ?

A. That it is good, when we go to poor people's

houk'b, to fee what they want ; and if we cannot relieve

them ourfelves, to apply to others, elpecially to JESUS

CHRIST, to grant them what they want;

4. Qi What may we learn from CHRIST'* anjwer to bit

mother ?

A. That in fome meafure (he was to be blamed, for

making fo free with our Saviour ; that our relations,

even our parents, ought not to be regarded, when they

would hinder us in religion ; and that it can never be

prefumed, that the Virgin has fuch power over our LORD,

as the Church of Rame fuppofes, now he is in heaven*

fince he faid to her upon this occafion, " Woman, what

have I to do with thee," when he was on earth.

CX May it not le fuppofed, that CHRIST bad Jhnon fome

miracle before he entered on his pullic minfiry ?

A. There is great reafon to think he had, or otherwife

it is hardly to be imagined, fhe fhbuld fo readily apply to

him to work a miracle on this occafion, or bid the fer-

vants to take fuch notice of his orders.

Q.. lybat is meant by CHRIST'* faying, " Mine hour it

not yet came?"-

A. Mine hour for working this miracle is not yet

come ; the wine being not quite, though very near out,

as the original word fignifies ; our extremity is CHRIST'S

opportunity.

5. 0^ What may we learnfrom this verfef

A. That what the Virgin faid to thefe fervants, we

fliould think faid to ourfelves ; and whatfoever CHRIS?

faith unto us, we muft do.

. 6* Q. May there any thing he gathered from thh verfe, U

confirm the truth of our Saviour's miracle f

A. Yes : the watering-pots being made ufe of by the

Jews, to purify or wafll themfelves, as they came In and

out, as the Papifts now make ufe of their ridiculous holy-

water ; it was plain nothing but water ufed to be put in

them, and being made of ftone, fuppofing wine had

' fortoerly
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formerly been put in them, no tinctureof it could remain

to colour the water that JESUS CHRIST commanded to

be put in ; which could not be laid, had they been made

of woorl.

7. Qi t?ha Were t'iey t'at JESVS bid to Jill the Hooter pats ?

A. The fervants of the houfe.

Q_ What may U)t learn from that f

A. It confirms tlie miracle ; fmce lie did not employ

his own difciples, but the fervants of the houfe, who were

entire ftrangers, therefore could not be fuppofed tojoiri

in a cheat.

Q; What may we learn from the fervantt filing ifo vef->

feli up to the trim ?

A. That therefore no wine could po'ffibly Ire put in t<*

colour the water, ot mix with it.

8. Q. What h meont by the governor of the feaft ?

A. It alludes to a cuftorh among the Jcws, who at

their entertainments ufed to chufe ohe particular perfort

in the company, to pfefide over the reft for that time, in

ordef to prevent diforder and excefs.

9. Qi Why it it remarked, that the Coverrter knew not from

whence it was ?

A, Becaufe then he could have no hand in it, therefori

his teftimony could be the more relied on.

Q. What fpiritUal meaning is under this miracle f

A, The wine' reprefents the Spirit, which JESUS

CHRIST pours info the hearts of true believers ; but

though the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, with which they

afe filled, are exceeding rich here, yet thdfe iff heaven will

fo faf furpafs them,- that when we come there, we fhall

have reafoft to fay with the CJoveYnor of the feaft, " JESUS

CHRist has kept his good wine until now."

13. Ci. Why is it fa often remarked, that JfisU* went tip tt

Jerufalem to the pejfivtr P

A. To teach us how careful he was to fuf.mit to every

ordinance of Gu0, and to fet us an example to fallow

his ftcps. Never, therefore, if pofltble, be ahfent from

tSte gofpef psflbver, the facram«nt or memorial of his owi«

blefTed body and blood.

Vot.'IV. Z 14- Q»

39
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14. Q; Hau' came theft tradfemen to he in the temple ?

A. There was a command from GOD, that all the

males fhould appear before him at Jerufaiem three times

in a year, (of which the feaft of the paftbver was one)

and that none was to appear before him empty. Now it

being inconvenient to bring cattle, &c. fo many miles as

fome of them were diflant from the temple, thefe per-

fons fat here with oxen, &c. to fell to thofe who came

up to Jerufaiem to worfhip and offer facrifice.

Q. if£as nut this a plaufible pretence ?

A. Yes ; but our blefled LORD'S refenting it in this

manner, fhews us how jealous he is of the honour of his

houfe, and how he refents the leaft mifbehaviour in the

public fervice of the church.

Q; Was it not a hold thing of JESUS CHRIST to venture

bimfelf among fuck a company ofperfons ?

A. No doubt of it ; and therefore fome have thought,

that this was the greateft miracle CHRIST performed ;

and by this our LORD would fhew thofe in power, that

if they will be zealous in reforming abufes, and go out

in the name and ftrengtli of GOD, they know not what

great fuccefs they may meet with.

l6. Qi What may we learn from CHRIST'S faying to them '

that folei doves, " take thefe things hence ?"

A. That our zeal ought to be according to knowledge ;

that we fhould pray for that wifdom which dwells with

prudence ; and, more efpecially, be very cautious how

we a6t in works of reformation ; as CHRIST here did

not loofe the doves and let them fly about the temple

(which would have occafioned a confufion) but ordered

thofe that fold them, to take them thence.

Qi iVhen do we make the hotife of GOD a houfe of Mer-

dandife ?

A. When we go on purpofe to feem religious, in order

to get bufinefs ; and when we talk with others, or let

our own thoughts run on worldly things at public wor-

fhip.

25. Q; What may we learn from the Evangelijls faying, that

JESUS knew what was in man ?

A. That
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A. That JESUS CHRIST therefore was GOD, it being

impoffible for any one but GOD to know what is in

man.

CHAP. III.

J. Q. Ifbat may we remark from Nicodemus'* coming ta

CHRIST ?

A, That it is a good thing to fee rulers come to JESUS

CHRIST; and though not many mighty, not many

noble are called, yet fome are.

2. Q. Why did Nicodemus came by night ?

A. For fear of man.

Q. What may we learn hence ?

A. That when religion is out of fafhion, there will be

many Nicodcmites.

Q; Is not the fear of man common to all converts ?

Jl. Yes ; but where the heart is upright towards GOD,

it wears off daily.

3. Q. What do you learnfrom CHRIST'* anfwer?

A. That it is not fufficient to have an hiftorical faith

of CHRIST, without being born again from above.

Q. What is it to he born again from ahove ?

A. It is to have a principle of new life implanted in

our hearts by the holy Spirit, which life muft be evi

denced by a man's bringing forth the fruits of the Spi

rit.

Q^ Wlyy cannot a man fee the kingdom of GOD unlcfs he

he horn again ?

A. If by the kingdom of GOD, be underftood to mean

the kingdom of grace, then it is plain an unregencrate

man cannot fee it; or cannot underftand its doctrines,

becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned. But if by the

kingdom of GOD, be meant the kingdom of glory ;

then, unlefs a man be born again he cannot fee it, be

caufe we being impure by nature, except we are renewed,

we cannot dwell with a pure and holy GOD.

5. -Q., Daa not this verfe urge the abfolute nccc•jit)' cf water

baftifm ?

Z 2 A. Y.s,
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4. Yef, where It may be had ; but how GOD will

deal with perfons unbaptized we cannot tell.; What

have we to do to judge tbofe that are without I .

10. Q; What learn youfrom this vcrfe? i. , •,. ••.,.-* >

.//. That it is -a fharne for muiilkrs to pretend to teach

others, who are not taught of GOD themfeltes.

13- Qi What learn you from theft: words, " The Son of man

which it in beaten ?" • i. •'

A. That JESUS CHRIST is GOD, fi nee be declares he

was then in heaven, though difcouriing at that time with

NieoJtmui, which could not be, unlefs he was GOD.

CHAP. IV.

4. Qi Why mtijl CHRIST needs go through Samaria ?

A. Becaufe there was a woman to be converted there.

Q; If'bat learn you from thence ?

A. That where GOD has got people to be called, he

will find means to bring them to himfelf.

6. Q_ Wat may you ol/ferve from CHRIST'* heing Viewy ?

A. That he was truly man.

7. Q: What learn you from CHRIST'* facing " Give mi to

drink r

A. That our ble/Ted LORD underwent much fatigue fn

going about to preach to finners. And that we ought

not to be afhamed to beg, when providence reduces us

to an indigent life, or to preffing circumftances.

g. Q_ How can it he fold that the Jews had no dealing wrth

the Samaritans, when in the foregoing verfe we are told,

the difciplet VJtre gone to buyfood ?

A. They might do fomc few good offices to, but had

no general commerce with each other.

10. Q_ "ifhat may we learn 'from CHRIST'* introducing re

ligions talk by afiingfor a little water ?

A. That we ought to fpiritualize every thing we meet

with, and take all proper opportunities" to j/»rod,uce re

ligious converfation wherever we are._"

14. 9. Wat dm CHRIST /pz?; /•;• « 'the wafer

give?"
*
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A. The holy Spirit.

Q. Why is the holy Spirit reprefented by water ?

A, Becaufe, as water wafhes away the filth of the body,

fo the holy Spirit cleanfes the pollutiori of the foul ; and

as water refrefhc? the thirfty, fo do the comforts of the

Hbly Ghoft refrefh the fpiritual man.

Q. ffhat -may ne leant from thefe vowdi, " /hall lie in]

Km a well, Uc. ?"

A. That where GOD has begun a good work, he will

carry it on to the day of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.

If.' Q; Wbtit may you lfam from this verfe?

A. That we fhould pray to CHRIST, as this woman

did, and beg him to give us his holy Spirit, that we may

not apply to outward things for comfort.

2O. Qi Why did the woman mention this t» CHRIST ?

A. Becaufe, there was a difpute between the Samari

tans and yews, which was the proper place of worfhip,

jferufalfm or mount Gerizim. And from hence arofe fuch

an.enmity between them, that they would have no deal

ings with one another.

23. Qi What is the meaning of this verfe ?

A. That now JESUS CHRIST was come, GOD'S wor

fhip could not be confined to any particular place, but

perfons might every where lift up holy hands to GoD.

24. Qi When may we he faid te wtrjhip GOD in fpirit and

in truth ?

A. When we are inward with him in our worfhip,

and not only honour him with our lips, but with our

affedrions and lives.

46. Q. What may we hornfrom CHRIST'J revealing himfelf

fo freely to the woman ?

A. That lie will as freely and fpiritually reveal him

felf to every believing heart.

27. Qi Wiiat may we learn, from the difciples wondering that

he talked with a wsmau ?

A, That men, efpecially minifters, ought not too freely

to converfe with perfons of that fex.

28. Q. IVhat learn you from the wcman leaving her water-pit

(i fa into the city ?

Z 3 A. That
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A. That we fbould leave our worldly bufinefs, rather

than neglect at proper times to attend on the means of

grace.

19. Q; Did not the woman tell an untruth here ?

A. No, for CH&IST might have told her all. How

ever, as CHRIST had revealed to her the greatcft fecret

of her l\fe, fbe might eafily infer that he could tell her

every thing elfe.

J2. Q; What may ive barn from this anfwer ?

A. That we ought, after the example of our mafter,

to forego our ordinary meals fometimes for the fake of

doing good. And we may alfo learn, that a true chrif-

tian has meat to eat, fpiritual comforts, which the

world knows not of: a ftranger intermeddleth not with

his joys.

34- Q: What learn ive hence ?

A. That it ought to be our meat and drink, or as

much pleafure and our conftant bufinefs to do the will of

GOD,- as to fupply our .bodies with proper food.

35. Q; If-liat diet CHRIST mean when he bldi his difciplei

" to lift up thfir eyes?"

A. In all probability, he pointed to the Samaritans

whom he faw crowding over the fields, coming to hear

his doctrine.

38. Q; What dots CHRIST mean by this f

A, That the prophets had prepared the way for his

coming, by their prophecies, which made the difcipies

work far more eafy.

41. Q_ JVhat learn you from hence ?

A. That though there are many external proofs of the

divinity of CHRIST'S do&rine, yet his own words or

his doctrine beft explains itfelf : the divine image and

fuperfcription being written on every precept and line

of it.

47- Q; What learn we froqi the Nableman's coming tn CHRIST

ahout hiiftckfon?

A. That parents fhould apply to CHRIST for their

fick children, and that afflictions fhould drive us to

Gop.

5 48. Q.

\



[ 359 1

Vtr.

48. Q; IPherein was this Nobleman to he blamed?

A. In that he confined CHRIST'S power to his bodily

prefence. Therefore to convince him of his fraiky, and

to ftrengthen his faith,* CHRIST cured his fon at a

diftance.

52. Qi What is meant by thefeventb hour ?

A. One in the afternoon.

53. Q. What learn we from this verfe ?

A. That bodily dillempers are all cured by the power

of CHRIST, and that thofe who are now recovered from

ficknefs, are raifed up as certainly though not fo vifibly

by him, as was the Nobleman's fon.

CHAP. V.

6. Qi What learn you from CHRIST'* ajking this quejlion?

" Wilt thou he made whale ?"

A. That he will know our wants from ourfelves.

8. Qi What learn youfrom CHRIST'* bidding him to take up

his hed and walk ?

A, That though CHRIST is the firft mover in recover

ing us from our natural and fpiritual impotency, yet we

muft concur in the ufe of means.

9. Qi What learn you from CHRIST'* doing fo many wirks

on the Sabbath ?

A. That doing good, is a proper way of fan&ifying

the Sabbath.

13. Qi What learn you by CHRIST'S conveying himfelffrom the

multitude ?

A. That we fhould do good, but endeavour at the

• fame time to avoid the praife of man.

14. Qi What learn you from CHKIST'Sfading the man that

was healed, in the temple ?

A, That it is good to fee people, after they are reco

vered from their ficknefs, going to the temple to return

thanks unto GOD.

Qi What learn you from the latter part of this verfe ?

A. That ficknefs is often fent as a punifhmen:: for fin.

That if we do not mend when GOD chaftifes us with

Z 4 whips,



whips, or Jight afflictions, we muft expect to be

flifed with fcorpions, or greater trials.

1 8. Q. What learn you from the latter partoftbif Vfrfe ?

jf. That the Jniu thought, though die Anaus deny it,

that JESUS CHRIST believed and made himfelf to be very

35- QL IFhat ltarn youhitut?. ..••:!:i:/

A. That people generally like a good miniller for a

little wfiile, but afterwards familiarity breeds contempt.

41. Qi fVbqt learn you hence* and in the $&tb vcrfy ?

A. That we ihoui.l kck that honour oqjy which

cometh from GOD, as alfo that it is imppffible to be a

chriftjan, if we feek to pleafe the wci'.d,

CHAP. VI,

?• Q; JVbet do you learn from hence ?

A. That it is too common, for people to follow a mi-

riifter through cariofity, more than to be edified by his

do&rine.

§. Q^ ft'frat learn youfrom CHRIST heingfdicitotts for the

feeding tfhti hearers hodies ?

'A. That the body is to be taken care of, and that

CHRIST is as careful for us now he is in heaven, as he

was for the multitude when on earth. That minifters

after his example, fhould do all the godd they can to

the bodies of men, to convince them they have a love

for, and to open a way for giving good advice to, their

fouls.

(>, ' (^ What learn youfrom ibis lurfe ?

A. That the' reafoh why CHRIST brings us into

f{raits, is to prove gs, whether we will truft in him or

not.

9. " C^. 'fWat gather you from the words of Philip, " What

'' are thefe optongfo many ?"

A. 1 hat when we lodlc only upon outward means, no

Winder that oqr faith fail us.

I2." Qi' What lecirn you from CHRIST bidding item " Ga-

tbfr up thefragments that rtinqinsd ?"

j 12. A. Thst
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A. That we ought to be frugal, though not coveteous ;

and that they will certainly have much to anfvver for,

who wafte their whole eftates in -gaming.

14. Q. ' What learn youfrom the latter part ofthis verfe ?

>f. That-the ; certainty and greatnefs of our Saviour's

miracles, is an undoubted proof that he was the true

Meffiah, fince GOD would never fo vifibly fet his feal

to an imrjoftor. -

15. Q.' ' Why did CHR 1ST (teptirt it a mountain ?

A. To teach chrifttans, and particularly minitler-, to

fly worldly honours ; and alfo to fet us an example, that

when we-arebefet with temptations of that kind, it is.

beft to retire alone, to pray to GOD to be delivered from

the evil of it.

?6. Qi What learn you from what CHRIST here faid to the

ftuple ?

A. That he knows from what principles and motives

we come to hear the word of GODJ therefore we ought

to take heed how we hear.

53. Q; Have the papjls any groundsfrom hencefor their doc

trine of tranfubftantiation ?

A No ; for CHRIST tells us in the 6$d verfe, that the

flefh profiteer) nothing, and that his words are fpirit and

life; i. e. they are not to be underftood in a carnal but

fpiritual fenfc ; and frequently by interpreting them liter-,

ally, men do greatly err.

C H A P. VII.

I. Q; What learn youfrcm CHRIST'* waiting no more in

Judea when the Jews fought to kill him ?

A. That it is our duty, not to expofe ourfelves to

needlefs dangers ; and when we are perfecuted at one

place, to flee to another, when the glory of GOD and the

good of the church do not require our ftaying.

7 Q^ If'hat learn yiu from hence?

A. That minifters muft expert to be accounted the

enemies of mankind, if they are faithful to reprove them,

and tell them the truth.

What
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1 2. Q; IPhat learn youfrom the different opinions mm had ef

CuKiST ?

A. That every chriftian,efpecially every minifter, muft

expect to be varioufly thought or, and fometimes to be

accounted deceivers of the people.

37. Q: Why did CHRIST cry out ihui on tht loft day of the

feajl ?

A. Becaufe on that day, they ufed to go and draw

water and bring it up to the temple, faying thefe words

of Ifaiab. " And they fhall draw water out of the wells

" of falvation." JESUS CHRIST feeing them therefore

do this, took occafion to difcourfe of the holy Spirit un

der the fimilitude of water.

39- Qi Wty was mt *ke Holy Gboji given, titt JESUS

CHRIST was glorifed ?

A. Becaufe till then he was himfelf on earth, and had

not taken on him the kingly office, nor pleaded the me

rits of his death before his heavenly Father, by which

he purchafed that invaluable bleffing for us.

50. Qi What 'earn ycu from the holdnefs of Nicodemus, in

»ivning CHRIST before the Jewifh Sanhedrim, thsugh at

firjl he came to him by night ?

A, That where there is true grace, the fear of man

will wear off daily.

CHAP. VIII.

II. Q.. IVhy -would not CHRIST condemn the woman caught

in adultery ?

A. Not becaufe he approved of her fin, but becaufe it

did not belong to him as a prophet, to be the judge of

fuch matters.

9. C^ What learn you from the perfont heing com>l£ltd from

their own confeiences, and going out one by one ?

. A. That wicked men need no other accufer but their

own confciences ; and that it is abfurd to condemn and

be inveterate againft another, for a crime we have been,

or are guilty of ourfelves.

Qi L it to he fuppofed that all this woman s accufers had

Icen guilt) of adultery ?

A. Perhaps



[ 3*3 ]

V«r.

A. Perhaps not in the very act, but guilty of heart-

adultery, as our Saviour explained it in the 5th of Mat-

thew.

6. Q; How did the Jews intend to enfnart our blejfid LORD,

by bringing this woman.hefore him ?

A. They wanted to impeach him, either as fevere if

he ordered her to be ftoned, or as one that gave licenfe

to fin, if he forgave her.

Q; What may wefuppcfe CHRIST wrote when he /looped

down ?

jf. It is prefumption to give the leaft guefs, finceGon

has not thought proper to reveal it to us.

Q; What may we learn from CHRIST'sjlooping down, at

though he heard them not ?

A. That we ought to be unwilling to hear, and not

take pleafure in hearing of our neighbour's faults.

12. Q. Hnv can it hefaid, that JESUS then fpake again unt6

them, when it isfaid hefore, that they went out one by one ?

A. Some have fuppofed, that the difcourfe which fol

lows at this verfe, was at another ime ; but if the word

then fhould confine it to the prefent time, it may be

reconciled thus. We may fuppofe where CHRIST was

fitting, there was a vacant place to which the fcribes and

pharifees brought the woman, and in which CHRIST

might ftand alone with her. Now thefe being convicted

one by one, (for it feems plain that CHRIST fpoke only

to them verfe 7th)- they might go out ; while fuch as were

there before the fcribes and pharifees came might re

main ; and to them CHRIST proceeded with his dif

courfe, and fpake again on the point which he did, be

fore he was interrupted.

31. Q; What learn youfrom our Saviour's difaurfe with the

Jews who helieved on him ?

A. Th'at young converts ought to be exhorted to con

tinue in well doing ; and that perfeverance only can de

nominate us true difciples.

39. Qi IPkat learn you hence ?

A. That this is the language of all mere profefTors :

they fay, we have CHRIST for our Saviour ; but if they

were CHRIST'S dffcipks they would do the works of

CHRIST ;
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CHRIST ; for in vain we call him " LORD, LORD," if

we do not the things that he fays.

48. Qi What learn youfrom hence ?

A. That if CHRIST who was innocence itfelf was

called a devil, much more will the members qf his

houfbold.

56. Q; I^at ltern you hence ? . .

A. That if Abraham rejoiced at a diftance to fee

CHRIST'S day, much more ought we to rejoice and

give thanks, who enjoy it as prefent.

57. Qi Dees it appear from hence that CHRIST was ffty

years old? . • . .

A. No, for it is plain he was not above thirty-four

when he was crucified ; but we muft confider that people

in fuch cafes generally fpeak within compafs ; and be-

fides, our LORD being a man of forrows and acquainted

with grief, he might look older by far than be really

was.

58. Q; What Uarn yiufrom hence?

A. That JESUS CHRIST is GOD, fince he takes that

title to himfeif, which GOD himfelf made ufe of when

He fent Mofes to Pharaoh, Exodus iii,

CHAP. IX.
. • i ' - * •

2. Qi jykat learn you from this qur/!ion, put by our llejjcd

LORD'* Difcipfes to him ?

A. That they believed either the tranfmigration, or

pre-exiftence of fouls; for otherwife how could a man fin

before he was born ?

3. Q; Whitt learn you from CHRIST'* anfvoer?

•/;'That all our infirmities and bodily afflictions,

though we may not think fo, are ordained by GOD for

our go* d, and his glory.

5. -Q• Bhiuld every chrtftian he able to fay thusfir himfelf?

A. Yes, for we are commanded to let our lighe fhine

before men.

fe. Q. H- hy aid CHRIST put clay en the man's eytsf' w

jf. To fhew the vanity of a tradition of the Jnuijh

. • church]
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church, that it was unlawful to make clay on the Sab

bath-day; as alfo to fhew, that GOD fometimes works

by the moft unlikely means ; and to reprefent the cafe of

young converts, who before they come to feel the com

forts of the Holy Ghoft, by fpiritual defertion and temp

tations have as it were their eyes put oat.

7^ Qi Why did CHRIST fend the man to vaajh bimfdf?

A. To make trial of his obedience; and farther to

teach us, that if we will recover our fpiritual fight, we

muft be workers together with GOD, in the appointed

means.

9. Qi What ltarn wefrom the man's faying, " / am he ?"

A, That we fhould not be afhamed to confefs that we

have been healed by JESUS CHRIST.

Q^ What may we learn from CHRIST'* heing kind to

heggar'S ?

A. That we alfo ought to be kind to them.

16. Q_ What ltarn you ft am this firjl anfiuer of tbt Pba-

rifeei?

A. That ill-will fpeaks well of no man.

17. Q- What learn you from the heggar's anfwtr? ' •

A. That we fhould not fear man, when called to tef-

tify of JESUS CHRIST.

1 8 . Q_ fPbat learn you from tbt Pbarifees Icing willing t»

have fa many evidences of tbli fact ? ,

A. That they were unwilling it fhould be true ; but

there being fo many evidences of it, was a great proof

of the truth of the miracle. . ,

22. Q.. What learn you from this verfe ? , , .•

A. That too many men dure not fpeak and practice

what they know of JESUS CHRIST and his ways, for

fear of lofing their reputation, or fame other .temporal

advantage. •i : ' .

24. Q; What Itarn you frgmr tbefe word** ".give GOD fix

A. That GOD fhould have all the glory of any mercies

we receive ; but here jt was fpoken hypocritically.

31. Q;. Whet,Uar.n. you bmce? .. . .-„•••.>' :

; ,i4. A good Ic'lLn, and '.hat we cannot expect to have

•uf
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bar prayer anfwered whilft we continue in fin; but if we

ferve GOD to the beft of our power, we may be fure we

fhall be regarded by him : for the crtlxtual fervent prayer

of a righteous man availeth much.

34. Q. What learn yttt hence ?

A. That proud men cannot bear to be taught by any

of their inferiors.

35. CL. What learn you from CHRIST'* fieking and finding

this beggar when he was cajl out ? •

A. That when our father, mother, and the world for-

faketh us, the LORD will take us up. And that the chief

time for CHRIST to reveal himfelf to us, is, when we are

<..':!! out by men.

37- Qi What learn wefrom CHRIST'* making this open dif-

covery of himfelf?

A. That he will moft freely communicate himfelf to

all thofc who are willing to receive him.

38. Qi What learn you from hence?

A. That JESUS CHRIST is GOD; for otherwife it is not

to be imagined he would have -fuffered the man to wor-

fhip him.

41. Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That wilful ignorance is a damning fin.

CHAP. X.

20. Q^ What learn youfrom this verfe?

A. That if they called the Mafter of the houfe Beel

zebub, much more will they thofe of his houfhold.

CHRIST'S children were always the world's fools.

22. Q; What learn you from hsnce ?

A. That as JESUS was prefent at the feaft of dedica

tion, which was purely of human inftitution, i Macca-

heti) 4th and 91(1, theiefore we may conform to things

indifferent in themfelves, though only of human appoint

ment.

30. Q. Dfes not this vcrfe prove CHRIST to he GOD ?

A. The Jetvi thought fo, by their immediately taking

up ftones to ftone him.

34. C^ How
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34. Qi How does our Saviour argue in this and tbtfollowing

verfei ?

A. It is what logicians call an argument ad homintm,

when you confute or confound a per Ton Iroin fomething

which he himfeif fays or grants. It is alfo an argument

a m'mori ad majus, when you prove a greater thing from

the lefs. The procefs of the argument runs thus : If you

call magiftrates, gods, to whom the word of GOD only

came, how much more ought you to own me to be GOD,

and not to be angry with me for calling tnyfelf fo, or

the Son of GOD, who fhew by my works, that I dwell

in my Father and my Father in me ?

•

CHAP. XI.

3. Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That it is not our piety will exempt us from fick-

nefs and other calamities of life, fince he whom CHRIST

loved, was fick : That when any of our relations are fiek,

we fhould apply, as thefe fifters did, to JESUS CHRIST to

heal them : That it is a peculiar encouragement to pray,

when we know thofe for whom we pray, are beloved of

CHRIST : And that in all our addrefles to GOD, both

for ourfelves and others, we ought to mention rather his

love to us, than ours to him, for we love GOD becaufe

he firft loved us ; and our love is fo little, that it is not

worth fpeaking of.

' 6. Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That GOD'S continuing his rod upon us, is no cer-

. tain fign of his difpleafure ; nay that it is rather, a token

of his love, fince CHRIST knew that Lazarus was fick,

and yet abode two days before he went to his deliver

ance.

7. Q. What may we learn from CHRIST'* going to Ju&a

again ?

A. That though we have met with perfecution yi a

place, yet when GOD calls us thither again, we muft'

anfwer, " Lo, we come ;" for the way of duty is the way

of fafety.

8. C
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8. Q; Did net this argue a fear In the Difclples ?

A. Yes ; and from hence we may learn that we 6ught

to beware of our carnal relations, who will diftuade us

from doing our duty, if difficulties attend it, as thefe Dif-

ciples did CHRIST.

9, 10. Qi What is tkc meaning of thffe verfes ?

A. The meaning of them feems to be this : There is a

certain time appointed by my Father for me to do my

work in, and in that time I fhall be as fafe from danger,

as a man that walketh by day is from falling; but when

that time is over, I fhall be taken by them, as a man

falls when he walks in the dark.

1 ;. Q.. Wai not Lazarus aElually dead? why then does CHRIST

fay, " hejJeepetb ? "

A. Becaufe death is but as a fleep to a good man ; for,

as fleep frees us from the labour of the day, fo does death

free good men from the troubles of life.

Q. What learn you from CHRIST'* eailing Lazarus bit

friendf

A. That he loves us as dear as himfelf ; for a friend

is faid to be as dear to a man as his own foul : " And

thy friend which is as thy own foul."

l6. Qi What learn you from this faying «/"Thomas ?

A. That in times of difficulty, it is the chriftians duty

to encourage, exhort, and provoke one another to keep

clofe to CHRIST.

18. Qi Hew much art 15 furlongs?

A. Two miles. . .

19. Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That it is the duty of chriftians to vilit their

friends ; particularly at the death of their relations, and

to comfort them with the hopes of feeing them a^ain

raifed in glory.

20. Q.. Wby did Mvryfitj}'iU?

A. Probably out of humility, thinking herfclf unworthy

to go, till CHRIST called her.

21. Qi Did Martha jlutu faith in faying thus?

A. Yes; but fhe exprefTeJ a weaknefs in it, finee fhe

confined CHRIST'S power to his bodilv pretence.

22. C Deei
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2Z. Q. Does not this verfe likewife prove the weaknefi of her

faith?

A. Yes ; for fhe feems to look upon CHRIST not ,as

GOD, but as a Prophet only a&ing under him; .

24. Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That the Jews believed the do&rine of the refur-

re&ion, though that as well as other do&rines is brought

to a fuller light by the gofpel.

^5: 2O- Qi What is the meaning ofthefe two verfes f

A. They may be underftood two ways : that though a

perfon be dead in fin, yet he fhall live a fpiritual life, if

he believes in CHRIST ; and adly, that ^a true believer,

though worms deftroy his body, fhall yet in his flefh fee

GOD.

(^ What may we learn from CHRIST'^ a/king Martha1

the auejlion at the latter end of the 26th verfe ?

A. That it is good when we ate reading the fcripture

do&rines, particularly the doctrines of the refurreSion,

and the new birth, to afk ourfelves, whether we believe

them or not.

38. Qi Did CHRIST call Mary ?

A. Not as we hear of, though he might and did pro

bably ; charity will incline us to think, fhe did not tell

an untruth.

jg. Q. What learn youfrom hence?

A. That this fhews Mary fat ftill, only becaufe CHRIST

did not call her; and alfo, that we fhould imitate her

behaviour ; when CHRIST calls us to repentance, we

fhould arife quickly, and come unto him.

- y- Qi W"s not h're the fike weaknefs in Mary'* faith as in

hcrfi/lfr's?

A. Yesi they both confined his power to his bodily

prefence.

34. Qi Wat it conjijlent with CHRIST'* innocent rtfignatien

to he troubled?

A. Yes, as he was troubled ; for it was a trouble that

' x did not difcompole him : fome therefore have reprefented

it by a glafs of pure cryftal water, which, though fhaken,

VOL. IV. A a i*
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is nbt muddy. And in the margin it is faid, " CHRIST

troubled himfelf."

3Ji Qi IFby d'd JESUS vuttp ?

A. Probably, on feeing and confidering what havoc

fin had made, to fhow fympaihy for the affli&ed relati

ons ) but more particularly fdr the hardnefs of the peo

ple's hearts, who fete knew would not be converted,

though he was about to fhew them fo great a miracle.

36^ Qi ffrhat learn you bcMee ?

A. That if the Jews faid, " Behold how he loved

him," when he fhed only a few tears, well may we fay,

" Behold how he loved us," when he fhed his precious

blood for us. .

37. Qi IPbrt harn you hence ?

A. That iH-will fpeaks well of nothing.

39' Qi iyi}at learn you from Martha's faying> " LORD, by

this time hejlinketb ?

A. That looking upon human improbabilities, is a

great weakener of our faith ; when Peter began to fear,

he began to fink.

41. Q; Do -me hear that CHRIST frayed audibly <tt this

time?

A. No ; but he did it fecretly, to teach us, that it is

poffible to pray though we do not fpeak. For the Spirit

maketh interceffion for us, with groanings that cannot

be uttered.

46. Qi IPbat learn you hence ?

A. The folly of our modern unbelievers, who would

defire a repetition of miracles, to convince them of the

truth of the chriftian religion; whereas it is to be doubt

ed, whether they would be convinced by them or not,

fince here were fome who faw this great miracle of the

refurre&ion of Lazarus, and would not believe. " If

ye believe not M:fn and the Prophets, neither will ye

believe though one rofc from the dead." ,

^ J. Q: What learn you Icr.ce ?

A. That before the chriftian paflbver, the LORD'S fupr

pes, chriirir.ns ought to ftudy to prepare thcmfelves by

piayer and txamiuatio:!,

CHAT.
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v«.
a. Qe Ifbai learn youfrom Martha'iyirw'w^, ituugk CHRIS*

hefore this had condemned her too great filicitude?

A. That religion does not call us from our common

bufmefs, but teaches us to follow it, with a proper prin

ciple, obedience to Goo ; and that too no't at the ex-

pence of the one thing needful.

5. Q, IV,bat learn you hence f

A. That all who fpeak well, are not faints, though it la

beft to judge charitably of all.

8. • Qi What learn you hence ?

A. That if CHRIST was not to be with us always, then

he is not bodily prefent at the mafs, as the Romijh church

fuppofes.

29- Qi Did the Praphetsferttettng their hardnefi of heart, lay

the Jews under a necejftty of not helieving ?

A. No more than our knowing the fun will rife to

morrow, obliges the fun to rife. The Prophet foreknew

by the Spirit of GOD that it would be fo, therefore fore

told it.

ifO. Qi Does GOD harden any one's heart f ' '*

A. Not till they have hardened their own hearts: thus

Pharaoh lit it hardened his own heart, and then it-Is faid

GOD hardened it.

42, 43. Q• What learn you hence?

A. That a fear of contempt, &c. &c. keeps manjr

well-difpofed people from confeffing CHRIST before men ;

and that we can never be chiiftians, till we are content

. --only with that honour ^nd prailc which cometh from

GOD. i

. C H A. P. XIII.

10. Q± IPkat ii the meaning of this vtrfe ? • »

'. . A. It fe«ms to be this. He that is once really convert

ed, needs not- that juftification and fan&ification, which

other fmners want ; but yet fhould mourn over his daily

fins, and daily feck to have them wafhed away by the

. bjood of CHRIST.

* ' A i 14. Ci. Oufht
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14. Qi Ought vat to make a rite «f tlvs, and really wajh one

. another' s feet ?

A. Some have thought fo; but if we do what is meant

by this condefcenfion of our blefled LORD, fubmit to the

loweft offices for the benefit of one another, it fee ins to

be fufficient.

26. Qi What learn you from CHRIST'S giving Judas afop?

A. That thofe are not always the greateft favourites of

heaven, to whom GOD gives outward bleffings. And

alfo, that after our Saviour's fop, if we are not better

we fhall be the worfe; if we do not improve our ad

vantages and ferve our Mafter, we fhall betray him.

27. Q. Did CHRIST'S faying unto Judas, " What thou doeft

do quickly-," lay him under an obligation to do it ?

A. By no means ; the meaning of it is this, If thou

% art refolved to betray me, the fooner the better.

34. Qi Why is the living one another, a new commandment ?

Ai Becaufe it is to proceed from a new motive, and

meafure ; even CHRIST'S love towards us.

38. Q; What liarn you hence ?

A. That when we make any refolutions, they ought

to be made in the name and ftrength of GOD ; other-

wife he muft in pity let us fall, to convince us of our

weaknefs.

£ H A P. XIV.

-

26. Q; W%at learn you hence ?

A. That it is one of the peculiar offices of the Holy

Ghoft, to bring to our remembrance what CHRIST has

told us. And this every fincere chriflian knows by ex

perience.-.

30. Q. What learn you hence ?

A. That the lefs corruption we have in our hearts, th«

lefs power will the devil have over us.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XV.

Ver.

2. Qi IFkat learn you hence ?

A. That every unprofitable fervant, and all mere pro-

feffing chriftians, will perifh; and that thofe who are true

chriftians muft expect afflictions and trials to prepare

them for greater fervices.

9. Q; ' What learn you hence ?

A, That the world hates chriftians on account of their

conformity to CHRIST ; therefore if chriftians will be

Conformed to CHRIST, it is impoffible for them to avoid

contempt.

22. Q. What is meant by that exprej/ien, " they had not bad

fin?

A. They would not have had fo great fin ; or no fin

at all in comparison of what they will have now.

A a 3 . L A
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LAW GOSPELIZED;

O R, A N

ADDRESS

T O

ALL CHRISTIANS

CONCERNING

HOLINESS of HEART and LIFE:

BEING

An Attempt to render Mr. LAW'J Serious Call more

ufeful to the Children of GOD, by excluding what

ever is not truly Evangelical, and illtiftrating the

fubject more fully from the Holy Scriptures.

He bath chofen us in Him lifore the foundation of the world, that

ivejhoulcl he holy and without blame hefore Him in love, ,

Ephef. i. 4.
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I.AW GOSPELIZED;

O R, A N

ADDRESS to all CHRISTIANS

CONCERNING

HOLINESS of HEART and L i F E.

CHAPTER I. *

The Nature and Extent of Cbrlftian Devotion.

CHRISTIAN devotion, fignifies a life given or devoted

to GOD ; he confequently, and he alone, is the devout

man, who lives no longer to his own will, or after the way and

fpirit of the world, but to the fole will of GOD ; who con-

Cders GOD in every thing ; who makes all the parts of his

pommon life, as well as his more immediate religious exercifes,

parts of piety, by doing every thing in the name of JESUS

CHRIST, and under fuch rules as are conducive to promote

poo's glory.

Reafon and fcripture plainly evince the truth of this. For

as there is but " one GOD and Father of us all," whofe

glory gives light and life to every thing that lives ; whofe pre-

fence fills all places, whofe power fupports all beings, whole

providence ruleth all events ; fo every thing that live , whe

ther in heaven or earth, whether they be thrones or principa

lities, men or angels, they are all bound, by the laws of their

Creation, to live wholly to the praife and glory of this one

GOD and Father of them all.

• By Letter 64.0, Vol. II. p. 144. it appears that this trafl was writ

ten about June 1748.

* . We
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We readily acknowledge, that GOD alone is to be the rule

and meafure of our prayers ; that in them we are to look

wholly unto him, and adT: wholly for him ; that we are only

to pray in fiich a manner, and for fuch things, and yvith fuch

ends as are fuitable to his glory.

Now let any one but find out the reafon why he is to be

thus ftri&ly pious in his prayers, and he will find the fame,

as ftrong a reafon, why he is to be as ftridlly pious in all rhe

other parts of his life : for were it not our ftrict duty to live

by reafon, and to devote ail the jc'ions of our lives to GOD ;

were it not abfolufely neceffary, and our higheft privilege to

walk before him in wifdom aad holinefs, and ail heavenly

converfation, doing every thing in his name, and for his glory,

there would be no excellency and wifdom in the moft hea

venly prayers. Nay, fuch prayers would be ahfurdities, the^r

would be like praying for wings, when it was no part of our

duty to fly.

Again, we readily acknowledge, {ha? Clergymen muft live

wholly unto GOD in one particular way, in the exercife of

holy offices; in the miniftration of prayers and facraments, and

a zealous diftribution of fpiritual things : but men of other

employments, are in their particular ways as much obliged to

act as the fervants of GOD, and to live wholly unto him in

their feveral callings. For as all chriftians are by their bap-

tffm' devoted to GOD, and made profeflbrs of holinefs ; fo are

they all in their feveral callings, to live as holy and heavenly

perfons ; doing every thing in common li/r, only in fuch a

manner as it may be received by GOD, as a fcrvice done to him.

Further, it vriH be- readily acknowledged on all fides, that

angels, whether they are principalities. or powers, muft all

with one fpirit, live wholly to the praife and glory of the one

GOD and Father of them all ; and that it is not allowable for,

or becoming them, to act below the dignity of their proper

ftate. And is not a devout life, and a wife ufe of our pro

per condition, as rriuch the duty of all chrijHam, as it is th«

duty of angels and celeftial beings ? Our blefled Saviour has

cleared up this point, by making this petition a conftant part

of all our prayers, •" Thy will be done on earth, as it is in

heaven." A plain proof, that the obedience of ckrijliant, is ta

imitate at leaft the obedience of vngth , and that rational be-'
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ings on earth, are to be wholly devoted unto GOD, in like

manner as rational beings in heaven are devoted to him.

Thefe are not fpecnlative flights, or imaginary notions, but

are plain and undeniable truths, founded in the very nature of

rational beings, and upon the infallible teftimony of the lively

oracles of Gop.

. It is but barely complying with that apoftolical precept,

«c Whether ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to

the glory of GOD." For no one can come near the doctrine

of this paflage, but he that propofes to himfelf to do every

thing in this life, as a fervant of GOD ; to live by reafon in

every thing that he does ; and to make the wifdom and holi-

nefs of the gofpel, and the glory of GOD, the rule and mea-

fure of his defiring and ufing every gift of GOD.

Eating is one of the loweft actions of our lives ; it is com

mon to us with mere animals : yet we fee, that this text, as

well as by the practice of chriftians in all ages, has turned

this ordinary action of an animal life, into an act of piety to

GOD, by making every meal to begin and end with devotion.

Some remains of this cuftom are yet to be feen in moft

chriftian families ; but indeed it is now generally fo performed,

as to look more like a mockery upon devotion, than any fo-

lemn application of the mind , unto .GoD. However, thefe

very remains, fuch as they are, are proofs, that religion has

formerly belonged to this, and confequently to every other

part of common life.

But to return. The fame Apoftle, in his epiftle to the

Efihefians, commands fervants " to be obedient to their

rnafters in finglenefs of heart, as unto CHRIST ; not with eye

fervice, as men-pleafers, but as the fervants of CHRIST, doing

the will of GOD from the heart : with good-will doing fervice

as unto the LORD, and not unto men." This paflage fuffi-

ciently fhews, that all chriftians are to live wholly unto GOD,

in every ftate and condition of life, doing the work of their

common calling in fuch a manner, and for fuch ends, as to

make it a part of their devotion or fervice to GOD. Fcr if

poor jlavts . are not to comply with their bufmefs as men-

pleafers ; if they are to look wholly unto GOD in all their

action's, and fcrve in fmglenefs of heart, as unto the LORD ;

furely men of other employments and conditions, muft be as

2 much
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much obliged to go through their bufinefs with the Tame fin-

glenefe of heart, not as pleafing the vanity of their own minds,

nor as gratifying their own lelfifh, worldly paffions, but as the

fervants of GOD in all that they have to do. To deny this,

would be as abfurd, as to majce it neceflary for one man to be

more juft or faithful than another.

To clofe thefe arguments founded on reafon and fcripture.

Our being indifpenfably obliged to devote our lives to GOD,

is very evident from that glorious paflage of the Apoftle,

wherein he declares that " CHRIST died and rofe again, that

we fhould henceforth not live unto ourfelves, but unto him

that died for us ; that we are not our own, but bought with

a -price," emphatically fo called, and that we fhould " there

fore glorify GOD in our fouls and bodies which are his."

If then we defire to live as rational creatures, if we would

not add heathen lives to chriftian prayers, if we would perform

our baptifmal vow, and do GOD'S will on earth as it is done

in heaven ; if we would comply with the whole will of GOD,

and anfwer the end of our blefled LORD'S birth, death, refur-

re&ion, and afcenfio'n, we muft live wholly to GOD, and

make his g'ory the Me rule and meafure of our acting in every

employment of life.

For want of knowing, or at leaft of confidering this, we

fee fuch a mixture of ridicule in the lives of many people.

You fee them ftrict a.s to fome times and places ef devotion ;

but when the fervice of the church is over, they are like thofe

who feldom or never come there. In their way of life, their

manner of fpending both time and money, in their cares and

fears, in their pleafures and indulgences, in their labours and

divtrfions, they are like the reft of the world. This makes

the loofe part of the world generally make a jeft of thofe that

are thus feemingly devout; not altogether it may be becaufe

they are really devoted to GOD, but becaufe they appear to

have no other devotion, but that of occafional prayers.

"Julius is 'very fearful of miffing prayers ; all the parifh

fuppofe Julius to be fick, if he is not at church. But if you

afk him, why he fpends the reft of his time by humour or

eltance? Why he is bufy at all balls and aflemblies ? Why he

gives himfelf up to an idle goffipping converfation ? If you

afk him, why he never puts nis converfaiion, his time, and

fortune,
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fortune, under the rules of religion ? Julius has no more to

fay for himfelf, than the moft diforderly perfon. For he thai

lives in fuch a courfe of idlenefs and folly, lives no more ac

cording to the religion of JESUS CHRIST, than he who lives

in gluttony and intemperance.

Our blefled Saviour and his Apoftles did not fpend their

whole miniftry in recommending the duties of public and pri-V.

vate prayers ; though by their example and precepts they re

commended and enforced both ; but it is worthy our obferva-

tion, that after they had laid down a lively faith in GOD'S

mercy through JESUS CHRIST, as the foundation, they were

chiefly taken up in delivering doctrines which relate to com

mon life. For they call upon us " to renounce the world, fo

as not to be conformed to it : To fear none of its evils, to

reject its joys, and have no value for its happinefs : To be

as new-horn bahes, that are born into a new flate of things ; to

live as pilgrims, in fpiritual watching, in holy fear, and hea

venly afpirations after another life : To take up our daily

crofs, to deny ourfclves, to profefs the bUffednefs of holy

mourning, and poverty of fpirit : To reject the luft of the

flefh, the lull of the eye, and the pride of life, fo as not to

follow or be led by them : To take no anxious thought for

the morrow ; to live in the profoundeft ftate of humility ; to

rejoice in worldly fufferings and injuries, when it pleafes GOD

to bring them upon us ; to forgive and blefs our enemies, and

to love mankind in the fame manner, though not degree, as

GOD loves them. In fhort, to give up our whole hearts and

affe&ions to GOD, even a GOD in CHRIST, and to ftrive to

enter through the ftrait gate of a found converfion into a life

of eternal glory."

This is the common devotion, which our Hull J Saviour and

his Apoftles taught, in order to make it the common life of

all chriftians. But yet, though it is thus plain, that this, and

this alone, is true chriftianity, yet it is as plain, that there is

little or nothing of this to be found, not only among profefled

rakes, but even among the better and more fober fort of peo

ple. You may fee them often at public worfhip, and the

LORD'S table, and hear them talking of grace and religion,

and find them pleafed with orthodox preachers ; but look into

their lives, and you fee them jufl the fame fort of people as

others
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Others are, who make no pretences to devotion at all. So that

the difference that y«u find between them, feems to be only

the difference of natural tempers, or the effect of a polite and

Civilized education.

Leo has a great deal of good nature, has kept what they call

good company, hates every thing that is falfe and bafe, is very

generous and brave to his friends, but has1 concerned himfelf

fo little with religion, that he hardly knows the difference be

tween a Jew and a chriftian.

Eufebiui, on the other hand, has had early impreffions of re

ligion, fometimes prays extempore, and buys books of devo

tion, and receives the blelicd facrament once a month. He

can talk of all the doctrines of grace, is acquainted with the

true ftate of the controverfy between the Calvinij}s and Arml-

riianS) knows all the feafts and fafts of the church, and the

names of moft men that have been eminent for piety. You

never hear him fwear, or make a loofe jeft, and when he talks

of religion, he talks of it, as a matter of the laft concern.

Here you fee, that one perfan has religion enough, accord

ing to the way of the world, to be reckoned a pious chrtflian;

and the other is fo far from all appearance of religion, that he

may fairly be reckoned an heathen ; and yet if you look into

their common life, you will find Eufebius and Leo exactly

alike; fecking, ufmg, and enjoying, all that can be gotten in

this world, in the fame manner, and for the fame ends, even

to pleafe themfelves, without any prevailing habitual regard to

the glory of GOD. You will find that rkhes, profperity,

pleafures, indulgences, ftate, equipage, and honour, are juft

as much the happinefs of Eufebinst as they are of Let.

And muft nor all who are capable of any reflection, readily

acknowledge, that this is generally the ftate even of what we

commonly term devout people, whether men or women ? You

may fee them different from fome others, as to times and places

of worfhip, receiving the facrament, and with a doclrinal

knowledge of the form of found words; but ufua!4y like the

reft .of the world in all the other parts of their lives. Is it not

notorious, that chritiians are now not only like other men in

their frailties and infirmities, (this might be in fome degree

excufable, fince the fcriptures inform us, that Elijah was a

man of like paffiens with others) but are t key not like bea



them, in all the main and chief articles of their lives ? Do

they not enjoy the world, and live every day with the fame

indulgence as they did who knew not GOD, nor of any hap-

pinefs in another life ?

And yet, if chriftianity has not changed a man's mind and

temper, with relation to thefc things, what can we fay that

it has done for him ? For if the doctrines of chriftianity were

univerfally practifed, they would make a man as different from

other people, as to all worldly tempers, fenfual pleafures, and

the pride of life, as a wife man is different from an ideot; and

it would be almoft as eafy a thing to know a true profeffor of

chriftianity, by his outward courfc of life, as it is now difficult

to find any body that lives it.

CHAP. II.

Perfons free from the nece•jltles of labour and employments, are ti

cenfider themfelves as devoted to GOD in a higher degree.

•>

AS it has been proved in the foregoing chapter, that alt

profeflbrs of chriftianity, do lie under manifold obliga

tions to live a life wholly devoted unto GOD ; fo thofe who

have no particular employment, but have their time and fortune

at their own difpsfal, are under ftill greater obligations of

living wholly unto GOD in all their actions.

They are thofe, of whom " much will be required, be-

caufe much is given unto them."

Ajlavf can only live unto GOD in one particular way -, that

is, by religious patience and fubmiffion in his ftate of flavery ;

but all ways of holy living, all inftances, and all kinds of vir

tue lie open to thofe, who are maflers of themfelves, of their

time, and their fortune.

You are no lahourer or tradifman ; you are neither merchant

nor foldier ; fhould you not therefore confider yourfelf, as

placed in a ftate, in fome degree like that of good angels,

who are fent into the world as miniftring fpirits, for the gene

ral good of mankind, to affift, protect, and minifter for them

who (hall be heirs of falvatich ? "

• *• - - -

H»d



Had you, Serena, been obliged by the neceffities of Hfe< td

wafh deaths for your maintenance, or to wait upon fome

miftrefs, that demanded all your labour, it would then be

your duty to ferve and glorify GOD, by fuch humility, obe

dience, and faithfulnefs, as might adorn that ftate, and im

prove that one talent to its greateft height : but as GOD hath

given you five talents ; as he hath placed you above the necef

lities of life ; as he hath left you in the hands of yourfelf, in

the happy liberty of chufing the moft exalted ways of religion ;

fo it is now your duty and privilege to turn your five talents

'into five more; to fet no bounds to your love and gratitude

to the bountiful Author of fo many bleffings ; and to confider

how your time, leifure, health, and fortune, may be made fo;

many happy means of improving your fellow-creatures in the

ways of GOD, and of advancing yourfelf, through grace, at

laft to the greateft heights of eternal glory.

This, Serena, is 'indeed your profcffion : and the reafon of

this will- appear very plain, if you would only confider, that

your eftate is as much the gift of GOD, as your eyes or hands;

and is therefore no more to be buried or thrown away at plea-

fure, than you are toiput out your eyes, or throw away yoar

limbs as you pleafe.

But bvfides thefe confiderations, there are feveral other

great and important reafons, why all chriftians in general, and

fuch as I am now fpeaking of in particular* fhould. be religi-

oufly exai3 in the ufe of their fortunes for the glory of GOD.

For the manner of ufmg our money, and fpending our

eftate, enters fo far into the bufinefs of every day, that our

common life muft neceflarily be much of the fame nature as

our common way of fpending our eftate. If we wafte it, we

• do not wafte a trifle, that fignifies little ; but we wafte that

which might be made as eyes to the blind, as a hufband to

the widow, as a father to the orphan ; arid which, if given in

faith, and out of love to JESUS CHRIST, would greatly in-

creafe our reward in a future ftate. " Make to yourielves

friends (fays our Saviour) of the mammon of unrighteoufnefs,

that when you fail, they may receive you into everlafting ha

bitations." What ftill adds weight to thefe arguments, is this,

if we wafte our money, and do not improve our fortunes for

the glory of GOD, and the good of our fellow-creatures, we

are
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•re not ohly guilty of wafting a talent which Gob has given

us, and making that ufelefs which might be fo powerful a

means of doing good, but we turn this ufeful talent into a

powerful means of corrupting ourfelves. For fo far 2s it is

fpent wrong, fo far it is fpent in the fupport of fome wrong

temper, in gratifying fome vain and unreafonable defires, in con

forming to thole fafhiuns, and that pride of the. world, which

as rcafonable men and chriftians we are obliged to renounce.

If therefore) you do not fpend your money in doing good to

others, you muft fpend it to the hurt of yourfelf. And you

will act like a man that refufes to give that as a cordial to

a fick friend, though he could not drink it himftlf, without

not only inflaming, but corrupting his whole mafs of blood.

It may be worth our while to purfuc this thought a little

further. For as we are now difcourfing about people in the

polite world, and of good fortunes, who we may fuppofe do

not live in grofs fins, but only in the indifcreet and dangerous

ufe of things innocent and lawful in themfelves, fo it is more

difficult to make fuch people at all fenfible of the danger of

fuch a life. *

A gentleman that fpends great part of his eflate in fports,

and a woman that lays out all her fortune upon herfelf; can

hardly be perfuaded, that the fpint of religion cannot fubfift

in fuch a way of life. Much lefs will they be eafily con

vinced, that fuch a turn of mind, however they may live free

from debaucheries, and be friends of religion, fo far as to

praife, fpeak well of, and admire it in their imaginations, will

give a bad turn to their whole way of life. But it is certainly

fo.

A woman, for inftance, that loves drefs, who thinks no e;c-

pcnce too great to beftow upon the adorning of her perfon,

cannot flop there. For that fingle temper draws a thoufand

other follies along with it; and will render the whole courfe

of her life, her bufmefs, her converfation, her hopes, her fears,

her tafte, her pleafures, and diverfions, all fuitable to it. On

the contrary, a lady who is habitually dead to the things of the

world* and has devoted her time and fortune to Got) ; fuch a

one will let her whole life be a continued feries of good adH-

ons, as may benefit her own and others fouls, and confeqoently

adorn the gofpel of her LORD and Saviour JESUS CHRIST.

IV. Bb Flavia,

40
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Flavia, and Miranda, are two maiden fifters, that have each

of them two hundred pounds a year. They buried their father

twenty years ago, and have fince that time fpent their eftate as

they pleafed.

Flavta has been the wonder of all her friends, for her excel

lent management, in making fo furprizing a figure with fo

moderate a fortune. Several ladies that have twice her for

tune, are not able to be always fo genteel, and fo conftant at

'all places of what fhe calls innocent pleafure and expence. She

has every thing in the fafhion, and is in every place where there

is any diverfion. Fl'avia 5s very orthodox ; fhe talks warmly

againft heretics and fchifmatici, is generally at church, and often

at the facrament. She once commended a fermon that was

'againft the pride and vanity of drefs, and thought it was very

juft againft Lucinda, whom fhe takes to be a great deal finer

than fhe need to be. Should any one afk Flavea to do fome-

thing in charity ; if fhe likes the perfon who makes the propo-

fal, or happens to be in a right temper, fhe will tofs him half a

crown or a crown, and tell him, that if he knew what a long

mlllener's bill fhe had juft received, he would think it a great

deal for her to give. A quarter of a year after this, fhe hears

a fermon upon the neceffity of charity ; fhe thinks the man

preaches well, that it is a very proper fubject, and that people

want much to be put in mind of it ; but fhe applies nothing

to herfelf, becaufe fhe remembers that fhe gave a crown fome

time ago, when fhe could fo ill fpare it.

As for poor people, fhe will admit of no complaints from

them ; fhe is very pofitive they are all cheats and liars, and

will fay any thing to get relief, and therefore it muft be a fin

•to encourage them in their evil ways.

You would think that Flavia had the tendereft confcience

in the world, if you was to fee how fcrupulous and appre-

henfive fhe is of the guilt and danger of giving amifs.

She buys all books of wit and humour, and has made an

expenfive collection of all our Englijh Pects ; for (he fays, one

'cannot have a true talle of any of them, without being very

coriverfant with all.

She will fometimes read a book of piety, if Ft is a fhort one,

and if it is much commended for flilf and language, and fhe

can tell where to borrow it.

i Flai-ia
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Flavla is very idle, and yet very fond of fine work : tnis

makes her very often fit working in bed until noon, and will

be told many a long ftory before fhe is up ; fo that I need

riot tell you, that her morning devotions are not always

rightly performed,

flavla would be a miracle of piety, if fhe was but half fo

rtreful of her foul, as fhe is of her body. The rifing of a

pimple in her face, or the ftirfg of a gnat, will make her keep •

her room two or three days ; and fhe thinks they are very rafh

people, that do not take care of things in time. This makes

her fo over careful of her health, that fhe never thinks fhe is

well ettough ; and fo over indulgent, that fhe never can be

really well. So that it colts her a great deal in fleeping

draughts, and waking draughts, in fpirits for the head, in

drops for the nerves, in cbrdials for the ftoffiach, and in

faffron for her tea.

If you vifit Flavla on the LORD'S day, you will always"

meet good company ; you will know what is doing in the

world, and who is meant by every name that is ln it. You

will hear what plays Were a&ed that week, and which is the

fineft fong in the opera ; who was intolerable at the laft af»

fembly, and what games are moft in fafhion. Flavin thinks

they are Atbcifls who play at cards on the Sunday ; but flic will

tell you the nicety of all the games, what cards fhe held, how

the played them, and the hiftory of all that happened at play,

as foon as fhe comes from church. If you would know who

is rude and ill-natured, who is vain and foppifh, who lives

too high, and" who is in debt; if you. would know what is

the quarrel at a certain houfe, or who and who are in love ;

if you would know how late Belinda comes home at night,

what cloaths fhe has bought, how fhe loves compliments, and

what a long ftary fhe told at fuch a place ; if yon would

know how crofs Lucius is to his wife, and what ill-natured

things he fays to her, when no body hears him ; if you would

know how they hate one another in their hearts, though they

appear fo kind in public ; you muft vifit Flavia on the Sunday.

But ftill, fhe has fo great a regard for the holinefs of the

Sunday, that fhe has turned a poor old widow out of her houfe,

as a prophane wretch, for having been found once mending

fccr cloaths on the Sunday night.

*., . B b 2 Thus
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Thus lives Flavia ; and if fhe lives ten years longer, (he

Will have fpent about fifteen hundred and fixty Sundays after

this manner ; and fhe will have worn about two hundred dif

ferent fu its of cloaths. Out of thefe thirty jean of her life,

fifteen of them will have been difpofed of in bed ; and of the

remainingj5/?«n, about fourteen of them will have been con-

Aimed in eating, drinking, dreffing, vifuing, converuticn,

reading and hearing plays and romances, and attending at

opera's, aflemblies, balls and diverfions. For you may reckon

all the time fbe is up, to be thus fpent, except about an

hour and a half, that is difpofed of at church, moft Sundays

in^the year. With great management, and under mighty

rules of ceconomy, fhe will have fpent fix thoufand pounds

upon herfelf, except fome few fhillings, crowns or half crowns,

that have gone from her in accidental charities.

I fhall not take upon me to fay, that it is impoffible for

Flavia ever to be Caved ; but thus much muft be (aid, that

fhe has no grounds from fcripture to think fhe is at prefent

in the way of falvation. For her whole life is in direct oppo-

fition to all thofe tempers and practices, which the gofpei

has made neceflary to falvation.

If you was to hear her fay, that fhe had lived all her life

like Anna the prophetefs, " who departed not from the temple,

" but ferved GOD with faftings and prayers night and day,"you

would look upon her as very extravagant ; and yet this would

be no greater an extravagance, than for her to fay, that (he

had been " ftriving to enter in at the ftrait gate," or making

any one doctrine or precept of the gofpei, a rule of her

life.

She may as well fay, that fhe lived with our Saviour when

he was upon earth, as that fhe has lived in imitation of him,

or made it any part of her care to live in fuch tempers, as he

required of all thofe that would be his difciples. She may as

truly fay, that fhe has every day wtjhed the Saints feet, as

that fhe has lived in chriftian humility and ptverty of fpirit ;

and as rcafonably think, that fhe has taught a charity fchttl,

as that fhe has lived in works of charity. She hath as much

reafon to think, that fhe has been a ctntlnel in an army, as

that fhe has lived in watching and felf-denial. And it may

as fairly be faid,that fhe had lived by the labour of he? hands,
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as that fhe had given all diligence to make her calling and

ck-ction lure.

Now though the irregular triffing fpirit of this chara&er,

belongs I hope but to few people, yet many may here learn

fome iiiUi'utStion from it, and perhaps fee fomething of their

own fpirit in it. ,

But not fo Miranda (the filler of FJavie) ; fhe is a fober

reafonable chi iitun. As foon as fhe was miftrefs of her time

and fortune, it was her firft thought, how fhe might beft

fulfil every thing that GOD requ:red of her in the ufe of

them, and how fhe might make the beft and happieft ufe of

this fhort life. She depends upon the truth of what our

bleffed LORD hath faid, " that there is but one thing needful,"

and therefore makes her whole life but one continual labour

after it. She has but one reafon for doing or not doing, for

liking or not liking any thing, and that is the will of GoD.

She is not fo weak, as to pretend to add, what is frequently

falfely called the fine laayt to the true chriftlan ; Miranda

thinks too well, to be taken with the found of fuch filly

words ; fhe has renounced the world, to follow CHRIST in

the excrcife of humility, charity, devotion, abftinence, and

heavenly affections ; and that is Miranda's fine breeding.

Whilrt fhe was under her mother, fhc was forced to live

in ceremony, to fit up late at night, to be in the folly of

every falhion, and always vifiting on Sundays ; to go patched,

and loaded with a burden of finery, to the holy facrament ;

to be in every polite conversation ; to hear prophanenefs at the

play-houfe, and wanton fongs and love intrigues at the opera ;

to dance at public places, that fops and rakes might admire

the finenefs of her fhape, and the beauty of her motions. The

remembrance of this way of life is very grievous to her, and

makes her exceeding careful to give evidences of her unfeigned

repentance, 'by a contrary behaviour.

Miranda does not divide her duty between GOD, her

neighbour, and herfelf ; but fhe confiilers all as due to GOD,

and fo does every thing in his name and for his fake. This

makes her coniider her fortune as the gift of GOD, that is

to be ufed as is every thing that belongs to GOD, for the

wife and reafonable ends of a chriftian and holy life : her

fortune therefore is divided between herfelf and the poor,

B b 3 and
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and fhe has only her reafonable part of relief from -it. For

fhc thinks it the fame folly to indulge herfelf in ncedlefs, vain

expences, as to give to other people to fptnd in the fame

way.

This is the fpirit of Miranda, and thus fhe ufes the gift*

of GOD. If you was to fee her, you would wonder who it

was that was fo furprizing and unafrectedly neat and clean ;

for every thing about her refembles the purity of her foul,

and fhe is always clean without, becaufe flic always ftudies

to be pure within.

Every morning fees her early at her prayers ; fhe rejoices

in the beginning of every day, becaufe it begins all her pious

rules of holy living, and brings the frefh pleafure of repeating

them. She feems to be as a guardian angel to thofe that dwell

about her, with her watchings and prayers Mulling the place

where file dwells, and making interceflion with Goo for thofe

that are afleep.

Her devotions have had fome intervals, and fhe has had

reafon to think that GOD hath anfwered feveral of her private

prayers, before the light hath entered into her fifter's room.

Miranda does not know what it is to have a dull half-day j '

the returns of her hours of prayer, and her religious exercifes,

come too often to let any confiderable part of time lie heavy

upon her hands.

When you fee her at work, you fee the fame wifdom that

governs all her other actions ; fhe is cither doing fomething

that is neceflary for herfelf, or neceffary for others, who want

to be a/lifted. Her wife and pious mind neither wants the

amufement, nor can bear with the folly of idle and im-

.pertinent work ; fhe can admit of no fuch folly as this in

the day, becaufe fhe is to call herfelf to an account for all her

actions in her fccret retirement at night.

At her table fhe lives ftri&ly by this rule of holy fcripture,

" whether ye cat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to

«' the glory of GOD." This makes her begin aivl end every

meal, as fhe begins and ends every day, with acts of devo-.

tion : fhe does not indeed weigh her meat in a pair of fc-ales,

but fhe weighs it in a much better balance ^ fo 'mucb as

gives a proper ftrength to her body, and renders it able anJ

Billing to obey the foul, is Miranda"s meal.

- - • The
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The holy fcriptures, efpecially of the New Teflament, are

her daily ftudy. When fhe has this in her hand, fhe fuppofes

herfelf at the feet of our Saviour and his apoflles, and receives

their facred words with as much attention and reverence, as

if fhe faw their perfons, and knew that they were juft come

from heaven, on purpofe to teach her the way that leads to

if. Nor does fhe content herfelf barely wiih reading the

fcriptures ; but in reading, conftantly cafts her eye upon her

felf, and tries herfelf by every doctrine that is there, becaufe

fhe thinks this is the only poffible way to be ready for her

trial at the laft day.

Books alfo of devotion, and efpecially fuch as enter into

the heart of religion, and defcribe the inward holinefs of the

chriftian life, have fuch a large place in her clofet, that fhc

is fometimes afraid that fhe lays out too much money in them,

becaufe fhe cannot forbear buying all the practical books of

any note. But of all human writings, the lives of pious per-

fons, and eminent faints, are her greateft delight. In thefe

{he fearches as for hidden treafure, hoping to find fome fecret

of holy living, fome uncommon degree of piety, which fhe

may make her own. By this means, Miranda has her head

and heart ftored with all the principles of wifdom and holinefs,

and if you are in her company, when fhe thinks proper to talk,

you muft be made wifer and better, whether you will or

not.

To relate her charity, would be to relate the hiftory of

every day for twenty years paft. She has fet up near twenty

poor tradefmen who had failed in their bufmefs, and faved as

many from failing. She has educated feveral poor children,

that were picked up in the ftreets, and put them in a way of

honeft employment. As foon as any labourer is confined at

home with ficknefs, fhe fends to him, till he recovers, twice

the value of his wages, that he may have one part to give to

his family as ufual, and the other to provide things conveni

ent for his ficknefs.

If a family feems too large to be fupported by the labour

ofthofe in it that can work, fhe pays their rent, and gives

them fomething yearly towards their cloathing. By thig

mtans- there are many poor families which live in a comfort-

• - ' fi b 4 '. able
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able manner, and are from year to year bleffing her in their

prayers. . . •

. If there is apy poor man or woman, that is more than or

dinarily wicked and reprobate, Miranda has her eye upon

them, and if fhe can difcover that they are in any great ftreights

or affliction, fhe gives them fpeedy relief. She has this care

for this fort of people, not only becaufe Ihe once faved a

very proffigate per km from being carried to prifon, who im

mediately became a true penitent, but becaufe (he believes

that a tendernefs of affe&ion towards the moft abandoned fin-

ners, is every where reprefented in the gofpel as the hightft

iiifhncc of a divine and godlike foul.

Miranda once pafied by a houfe, where the man and his

wife were curfing and fwearing at one another in a moft

dreadful manner, and three children crying about them ; this

fight fo much affected her compaffionate mind, that (he went

the next day, and even bought the three children, that they

might not be ruined by living with fuch wicked parents.

They now live with Miranda, are bleffed with her care and

prayers, and all the good works that flic can do for them.

They hear her talk, they fee her live, and join with her in

pfalms and prayers. The eldeft of them has already been an

inftrument of converting his parents from their wicked life,

and fhews a turn of mind fo remarkably pious, that Miranda

intends him for holy orders ; that being thus faved himfelf,

he may be zealous in the falvation of fouls, and do to other

iniferable objects as fhe has done to him.

Miranda is a conftant relief to poor people in their misfor

tunes and accidents ; for there are fometimes little misfortunes

that happen to them, which of themfelves they could never

be able to overcome : the death of a cow, or a horfe, or fome

little robbery, would keep them in diftrefs all their lives. She

does not fuffer them to lie grieving under fuch accidents as

th,-fc. She immediately gives them the full value of their

lofs, and makes ufe of it as a means of raifing their minds

towards GOD.

She has a great tendernefs for eld people that are grown

pail their labour. The pnrifh allowance (Miranda fays) to

fuch people, is very feldom a comfortable maintenance. For

this reafon, they are the conftant objects of her care ; fhe
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adds fo much to their allowance, as fotnewhat exceeds tht

wages they got when they were young. This fhe does to com

fort them under the infirmities of their age, that being free

from trouble and diftrefs they may ferve GOD in peace and

tranquillity of mind. She has generally a large number of this

kind, who by her charities, and exhortations to hulinefs,

fpend their hit days in great piety and devotion.

Miranda never wants compaffion even to common btggars ;

efpecially thofe that are old or fick, or full of fores, and that

want eyes or limbs. Miranda confiders that Lazarus was a

common beggar, that notwithftanding he was the care of an-

gels, and carried into Abraham's bofom. She confiders that

our blefled Saviour and his apoftles, were kind to beggars ;

that they fpoke comfortably to them, healed their difeafes,

and reftored eyes and limbs to the lame and blind. She there*

fore hears their complaints with tendernefs, and never bids

them go to the place from whence they came, or tells them

that fhe cannot relieve them becaufe they may be cheats, or

that they are ftrangers ; but fhe relieves them for that very

reafon becaufe they are ftrangers ; and though fhc cannot,

like our Saviour and his Apoftles, work miracles for their re

lief, yet fhe remembers the words of our LORD, " I was a

ftranger and ye took me in," and can fay with St. Peter,

'' fuch as I have, give I unto you, in the name of JESUS of

«' Nazartih."

It may be, fays Miranda, that I may fometimes give to

thofe who do not deferve it. But where, fays (he, has the

fcripture made merit to be the rule or meafurc of my charity ?

On the contrary, does not the fcripture fpeak on this wife,

'' if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirft, give him

" drink." And if I am to love and do good to my worft

enemies, furely I am not to deny alms to poor beggars, whom

I neither know to be bad people, nor any way my enemies ?

Does not GOD make his fun to rife on the evil and on the

good ? Is not this the very goodnefs that is recommended to

us in fcripture ? that by imitating it, " we may be children

«' of our father who is in heaven, who fendeth rain on the

«' juft and the unjuft."

Perhaps you will reply, " By this means I encourage people

«« to be beggars,'' But may not the fame obje&ion be made

againft



[ 394 ]

•gainft all kinds of charities, for they may encourage people

to depend upon them i May not the fame be faid againft for

giving our enemies, cloathing the naked, or giving medicines

to the Tick ? for in fo doing we may encourage people to da

us hurt or neglect themfelves, and be carelefs of their health.

Such thoughtlefs objections, lays Miranda, I once urged my-

felf, when in a ftatc of unregeneracy : but fince the love of

GOD has dwelt in me, and enlarged my heart, I have been

filled with bowels of companion ; and as I daily pray for air,

fo'far as I can, I give to all. And I cannot refufe an alms

to thofe, whom I pray GOD to blefs, and whom I wifh to

be partakers of eternal glory. I look on thofe who come to

afk my alms, as fo many friends and benefactors, that come

to do me a greater good than they can receive from me ; that

come to exalt my graces, and be witnefles of my charity ; to

be monuments of my love, and put it in my power of proving

the truth of that glorious declaration " It is more blefled to

give than to receive."

This is the fpirit, and this is the life of the devout Mi

randa; and if fhe lives ten years longer, fhe will have fpent

fix- thoufand pounds in charity ; for that which fhe allows

herfelf, may fairly be reckoned amongft her alms.

. When lhe dies, fhe muft fhine amongft Apoftles, faints

and martyrs, fhe muft ftand amongft the firft fervants of

GOD, and be glorious amongft thofe that have foughc the1

good fight, and finifhed their courfe with joy.

" He that hath ears to hear let him hear."

CHAP. III.

An enquiry Into the firjl and Mef rtafon, why the generality sf

chrijtians fallfofar Jkort of the holinefs and devotion ofihri-

Jlianity.

SINCE chriftian devotion is nothing lefs than a life wholly

devoted unto GOD, and perfons who are free from the

neceffities of labour and employments, are to confider them

felves as devoted to GOD in a higher degree; it may now1

reafonably be enquired, how it comes to pals, that the lives

even of the mocal and better fort of people, are .in generit

• ..' 2 fo
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'to direi£Hy contrary to the principles of chriftianity ? I arf-

fwer, becaufb the generality of thofe that call themfelveij

chriftians, are deflitute of a true living faith in JESUS

CHRIST ; for want of which they never effectually intendeH

to pleafe GOD in all the actions of life, as the happieft and

beft thing in the world.

To be partaker of fuch a faith, is every where reprefented

in fcripture, as a fundamental and neeeflary part of true

piety. For without a living faith in the righteoufnefs df

JESUS CHRIST, our perfons cannot be juftified, and confe-

quently none of our performances acceptable in the fight of

GOD. It is this faith that enables us to overcome the world,

and to devote burfelves without referve to promote the glory

of Him, who has loved and given himfelf for us. And there

fore it is purely for want of fuch a faith, that you fee fuch

a mixture of fin and folly in the lives even of the better fort

of people : It is for want of this faith, that you fee clergymen

given to pride, and covetoufnefs, and worldly enjoyments :

It is for want of fuch a faith that you fee -women who profefs

devotion, yet living in all the folly and vanity of drefs, waft

ing their time in idlenefs and pleafures, and in all fuch in-

fiances of ftate and equipage as their cil.itc; will reach. Let

but a woman feel her heart full of this faith, and fhe will

no more defire to fhine at balls and aflemblies, or to make

a figure among thofe that are moft finely drefied, than fhe

will defire to dance upon a rope to pleafc fpectators. For

fhe will then know that the one is as far from the true

nature, wifdom, and excellency of the chriftian fpirit, as is

the other.

Let a clergyman be but thus pious, and he will converfe as

if he had been brought up by an Apoftle; he will no more

think and talk of noble preferment, than of noble eating, or a

ghriws ebartit. He will no more complain of the frowns of

the world, or a fmall cure, or the want of a patron, than

he will complain of the want of a laced coat, or of a run-

•nifH; borfe. Let him but have fuch a faith in love for GOD,

as will conftrain him to make it his bufmefs to ftudy to pleafe

GOD in all his actions, as the happieft and beft thing in the

world, and then he will know, that there is nothing noble

ju a clergyman, buf lnfrning zeal for the falvation of fouls;

nor
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nor any thing poor in his profeffion but idlinefs and a worldly

fpirit.

Further, let a tradesman but have fuch a faith, and it will

make him a faint in his fhop ; his every day bufinefs will be

a com ic of wife and reafonable actions, made holy to GOD,

by flowing from faith, proceeding from love, and by being

done in obedience to his will and pleafure. He will there

fore not chiefly confidcr, what arts or methods or application

will foondt make him greater and richer than his brethren,

that he may remove from a fhop, to a life of ftate and pleafure ;

but he will chiefly confider, what arts, what methods, and

what application can make worldly bufinefs moft conducive

to GOD'S glory, and his neighbour's good ; and consequently

make a life of trade, to be a life of holiriefs, devotion, and

undifiembled piety.

It was this faith that made the primitive thrlftiatis fuch

eminent inftances of religion ; and that made the goodly

fellowfhip of the faints in all ages, and all the glorious

army of confeflbra and martyrs. And if we will ftop and aft

ourfelves, why we are not as pious as the primitive chriftians,

and faints of old were ? our own hearts mult tell us, that it

is becaufe wo never yet perhaps earneftly fought after, and

confequemly were never really made partakers of, that /i•<•-

(ionsfaith, whereby they were conftrained to intend to pleafe

GOD in all their actions, as the beft and happieft thing in

the world.

Here then let us judge ourfelve; fmcercly ; let us not vainly

content ourfelves with the common diforders of our lives,

the vanity of our expences, the folly of our diverfions, the

pride of our habit;, the idlenefs of our lives, and the waft

ing of our time •, fancying that thefe are only fuch imperfec

tions as we neceflkrily fall into, through the unavoidable

weaknefs and frailty of our nature ; but lefus be aflured that

thefe habitual diforders of our common life, are fo many de-

monftrable proofs, that we never yet truly accepted of the

LORD JESUS and his righteoufnefs by a living faith, and

never really intended, as a proof and evidence of fuch a faith,

to pleafe GOD in all the actions of our life, as the beft thing

in the world. /

Though
. • .•
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Though this be a matter that we can eafily pafs over at

prefent, whilft the health of our bodies, the pafllons of our

minds, the noife, and hurry, and pleafures, and bufipefs of

the world, lead us on with " eyes that fee not, and ears that

•' hear not :" yet at death, it will fet itfelf before us in a

dreadful magnitude ; it will haunt us like a difma] ghoft, and

our confciences will never let us take our eyes from it, unlefs

they are feared as with a red hot iron, and Goo iiull have

given us over to a reprobate mind.

Penitens was a bufy notable tradefman, and very profper-

ous in his dealings ; but died in the thirty-fifth year of his

age.

A little before his death, when the doctors had given him

over, fome of his neighbours carne one evening to fee him ;

at which time he fpake thus to them.

" I fee, (fays he) my friends, the tender concern you

have for me, by the grief that appears in your countenances,

and I know the thoughts (hat you now have of me. You

think how melancholy a cafe it is, to fee fo young a man,

and in fuch flourifhing bufinefs, delivered up to death. And

perhaps, had I vifiled any of you in my conditipn, I fhould

have had the fame thoughts of you. But now, my friends,

my thoughts are no more like your thoughts, than my con

dition is like yours. It is no trouble to me now to think

that I am to die young, or before I have raifed an eftate. ->

Thefe things are funk into fuch mere nothings, that I have no

name little enough to call them by. For if in a few day?,

or hours, I am to leave this carcafe to be buried in the earth,

and to find myfelf either for ever happy in the favour of GOD,

or eternally feparated from all light and peace; can any

words fufficiently exprefs the littlenefs of every thing elfe ?

* Is there any dream, like the dream of life, which amufes

UJ with the neglect and idifiegard of thefe things ? Is there

any folly like the folly of our manly ftate, which is too wife

and bufy to be at leifure for thefe reflections ?

When we confider death as a mifery, we generally think

of it as a miferable feparation from the enjoyments of this

life. We feldom mourn over an old man that dies rich, but

we lament the young, that are taken away in the progrefs

of their fortunes. You yourfelves look upon me wit!) pity,

not
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not that jou think I am going unprepared to meet the Judgtf

of quick and dead, but that I am to leave a profperous trade

in the flower of my life.

This is the wifdom of our manly thoughts. And yet what

folly of the fillieft children, is fo great as this ? For what it

there miferable or dreadful in death, but the confluences of

it? When a man is dead, what does any thing fignify to him,

but the ftate he is then in ?

Our poor friend Lepidus, you know died as he was dreffing

himfelf for a feaft; do you think it is now part of his trouble,

that he did not live till that entertainment was over? Feafts,

and bufmefs, and pleafures and enjoyments, feem great things

to us, whilft we think of nothing elfe ; but as foon as we add

death to them, they all fink into littlenefs not to be exprefled ;

and the foul that is feparated from the body, no more laments

the lofs of bufmefs, than the lofing of a feaft.

If I am now going to the joys of GOD, could there be any

reafon to grieve, that this happened to me before I was forty

years of age. Can it be a fad thing to go to heaven, before I

have made a few more bargains, or ftood a little longer behind

a counter ?

And if I am to go amongft loft fpirits, could there be any

reafon to be content, that this did not happen to me till I was

old and full of riches.

If good .angels were ready to receive my foul, could it be

any grief to me that I was dying on a poor bed in a garret ?

And if GOD has delivered me up to evil fpirits, to be dragged

by them to places of torment, could it be any comfort to me,

that they found me upon a bed of flate ? When you are as

near death as I am, you will know, that all the different frates

of life, whether of youth or age, riches or poverty, greatnefs of

meannefs, fignify no more to you, than whether you die in a

poor or ftately apartment.

The greatnefs of the things which follow death, makes all

that goes before it fink into nothing.

Now, that judgment is the next thing which I look for, and

everlaj]ing happinefs or mifery is come fo near to me, all the en-

joyments and profperities of life feem as vain and inlignificanr,

and to have no more to do with my happinefs, than the cloathg -

that I wore when 1 was a little child.

What
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What a ftrange thing ! that a little health, or the poor

bufinefs of a fhop, fhould keep us fo fenfelefs of thefe great

things that are coming fo faft upon us !

Tuft as you came into my chamber, I was thinking with

'myfelf, what numbers of fouls there are in the world, in my

condition at this very time, furprized with a fummons to the

'other world .; fome taken from their fhops and farms, others

from their fpbrts and pleafures ; thefe at fuits at law, thofe at

'gaming-tables; fome on the road, others at their own fire-fides;

and all feized at an hour when they thought nothing of it ;

frighted at the approach of death ; confounded at the vanity

of all their labours, defigns, and projects ; aftonifhed at the

folly of their paft lives, and not knowing which way to turn

their thoughts, to find any comfort. Their confciences flying

in their faces, bringing all their fins to remembrance, torment

ing them with the deepeft convictions of their own folly, pre-

fenting them with the fight of the angry Judge, and the worm

that never dies, the fire that is never quenched, the gates of

hell, the powers of darknefs, and the bitter pains of eternal

death.

O my friends ! blefs GOD that you are not of this number ;

and take this along with you, that there is nothing but a real

faith in the LORD JESUS, and a life of true piety, or a death

of great ftupidity, that can keep oft' thefe apprehenfions.

Had I now a thoufand worlds, I would give them all for

one moment's fcriptural afTurance that I had really received the

LORD JESUS by a living faith into my heart, and for one year's

more continuance in life, that I might evidence the fincerity

of that faith, by prefenting unto GOD, one year of fuch devo

tion and good works, as I am perfuaded I have hitherto never

done.

Perhaps, when you confider that I have lived free from

fcandal and debauchery, and in the communion of the church,

'you wonder to fee me fo full of remorfe and felf-condemnation

at the approach of death.

But alas ! what a poor thing is it, to have lived only free

from murder, theft, and adultery, which is all that I can fay

of myfelf. Was not the flothful fervant, that is condemned in

the gofpel, thus negatively good ? And did not the Saviour of

mankind tell the young- man who led a more blamelefs and

moral life than I have done, that yet one thing he lacked.

But
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But the thing that now furprizes me above all wonders, Is

this, that till of late I never was convinced of that reigning

foul-deftroying fin of unbelief; and that I was out of a flate

of falvation, notwithftanding my negative goodnefs, my feem-

ingly ftrii3 mo'rality, and attendance on public worfhip and

the holy facrament. It never entered into my head or heart,

that the righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST alone, could recom

mend me to the favour of a fin avenging GOD, and that I muft

be born again of GOD, and have CHRIST formed in my heart,

before I could have any well-grounded aflurance that I was a

chriftian indeed, or have any folid foundation whereon I might

build the fuperftru&ure of a truly holy and pious life.

Alas! I thought I had faith in CHRIST, becaufe I was born

In a chriftian country, and faid in my creed, that " I believed

on JESUS CHRIST his only Son our LORD." I thought I was

certainly regenerate and born again, and was a real chriftian,

becaufe I was baptized when I was young, and received the

holy facrameht in my adult age. But alas ! little did I con-

fider that faith is fomething more than the world generally

thinks of; a work of the heart, and not merely of the head,

and that I muft know and feel that there is no other name

given under heaven whereby I can be faved, but that of JESUS

CHRIST.

It is true indeed, you have frequently feen me at church and

the facrament ; but alas, you little think what remorfe of

confcience I now feel for fo frequently faying, " the remem

brance of our fins is grievous unto us, and the burden of them

is intolerable," when I never experienced the meaning of them

in all my life. You have alfo feen me join with the minifter

when he faid, " we do not approach thy table trufting on our

own righteoufnefs ;" but all this while I was utterly ignorant

of GOD'S rigbteoufr.efs, which is by faith in CHRIST JESUS,

and was going about to eftablifh a righteoufnefs of my own.

It is true indeed, I have kept the fafts and feafts of the church,

and have called CHRIST, Lord, Lord; but little did I think,

that no one could call CHRIST truly Lord, but by the Holy

Ghoft. I have attended upon ordinations, and heard the

Bifhop afk the candidates, " whether they were called by the

Holy Ghoft ;" I have ferioufly attended to the minifter, when

he exhorted us to pray for true repentance and GOD'S holy

Spirit)
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Spirit ; but a^as; I never enquired whether I rhyfe'lf had r*4

ceived the Holy Ghoft to fanciify and purify my heart, and .

worked a true evangelical repentance in my foul. I have prayed

in ;he litany that I might bring forth the fruits of the Spirit,

hut alas, my whole life has been nothing but a dead life, a

round of duties, and model of performances, without any living

faith for their foundation. I have profefled myfelf a member

of the church of England; I have cried out, " The temple of

.the LORD, the temple of the LORD," and in my zeal have

exclaimed againft Diflenters ; but little did I think, that I was

ignorant all this while of moft of her eflentlal articles, and that

riiy practice, as well as the want of a real experience of a work

of regeneration and true eonverfion, when I was ufmg her

offices, and reading her homilies, gave my confcience the

lie.

O my friends ! a form of godlinefs without the power, and

dead morality not founded on a living faith in the LORD JESUS-

CHRIST, is fuch a dreadful delufion, fo contrary to the lively

oracles of GOD, that did not I know (though alas how late!)

that the righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST was revealed in them,

and that there was mercy to be found with GOD, if we venture

by a real faith on that righteoufnefs, though at the eleventh

hour, I muft now fink into total defpair.

Penitent was here going on, but had his mouth ftopped by a

convulfion, which never fuffered him to fpeak any more. He

lay convulfed about twelve hours, and then gave up the

ghoft.

Now if every reader would imagine this Penitens to have

been fome particular acquaintance or relation of his, and

fancy that he faw and heard all which is here defcribed ; that

he ftood by his bed-fide when his poof friend lay in fuch

diftrefs and agony, lamenting the want ef a living faith in

JESUS CHRIST, as the caufe of a dead, lifelefs, indevout life :

if befides this, he fhould confider, how often he himlelf might

have been furprized in the fame formal dead ftate, and made

an example to the reft of the world ; this double reflexion,

both upon the diftrefs of his friend, and the goodnefs of that

GOD, which ought to have led him to repentance, would in

all likelihood let him upon fceking and earneftly praying for

fuch a faith, of which Penitens felt himfclf void, and conftrain

VOL. IV. Cc bi'n
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htm to let the LORD have no reft, till he fhould be pleafed to

apply the righteoufnefs of his dear Son to his fm-fick foul, and

enable him henceforward to frudy, out of love, to glorify him

in all the a&ions of his future life, as the beft and happieft

thing in the world.

This therefore being fo ufeful a meditation, I fhall here

leave the reader, I hope, ferioufly engaged in it.

CHAP. IV.

,>

Sbcuing, how the fear of king fingular, and making the wtrld

their rubefaflion, if a ftcond greet taufe, why Jo few devoti

themfelvet to GOD.

ANOTHER caufe why fo few devote themfelves to

GOD, is a fear of contempt from the world, and their

malting its modes and cuftoms the general rule of all their ac

tions.

The hiftory of the gofpel is chiefly the hiftory of CHRIST'S

conqueft over the world. And the number of true chriftians,

is only the number of thofe who following the Spirit of

CHRIST, have lived, and do live, contrary to this fpirit of the

world.

"• Whofoever is born of GOD, (fays the apoftle) overcometh

the world. Set your affe&ions on things above, and not on

things on the earth ; for ye are dead, and your life is hid with

CHRIST in GOD."

This is the language of the whole New Teftament ; this

is the mark of real chriftunity. We are to be dead to the

fpirit and temper of the world, and live a new life in the Spirit

of JESUS CHRIST.

It was this, that made Saint Paul fo paffionately exprefs

himfclf, "• GOD forbid, that I ibould glory, fave in the crofs

of our LORD JESUS CHRIST." But why does be glory ? be-

caufe his chriftian profeffion had called him to the honour of

fuffering for CHRIST, and of dying to the world, under re

proach and contempt, as the LORD JESUS had died upon the

crofs. Hence he immediately adds, " by whom the world is

crucified unto me, and I unto the; world."

Thus-
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f lory of chriftians. For he elfcwhere aflerts, fpeaking of

chriftians in general, that they are " to ifuffer, to be crucified,

to die, and to rife with CHRIST ;" or elfe his crucifixion, and

death, and re furregion, will profit them nothing. As to bis

bufferings, fays he, " if we fuffer with him, we fhall alfo reign

with him." As to his crucifixion and death, " Knowing that

our old man is crucified with him. If we are dead with

CHRIST, we believe that we (hall alfo live with him." And

then as to the refurredtion of CHRIST, fays he, " If ye be rifen

»rith CHRIST, feek thofe things which axe above." From all

which texts it plainly appears, that our blefled LORD not only

died and rofe again in our ftcad, and as our federal head and

reprefentative, but that alfo if we ace chriftians indeed, we are

to be conformed to all he did and fuffered for us.

It was for this rcafon, that the holy JESUS faid of his Difci-

ples, and of all true believers, " they are not of this world, a»

I am not of this world." Becaufe, all true believers conform

ing to the fufftiings, crucifixion, death, and refurrection of

CHRIST, live no longer after the fpirit and temper of this

world, but " their life is hid with CHRIST in GOD."

How high th'is life is placed above the ways of the world, is

wonderfully defcribed by Saint Paul, in thefe words : " Where

fore, henceforth know we no man after the flefh; yea, though

we have known CHRIST after the flefh; yet henceforth know

we him no more. Therefore if any man be in CHRIST, he i»

a new creature ; old things arc pafled away ; behold, all things

are become new."

He that feels the force and fpirit of thefe words, can hardly

bear any human interpretation of them. " Henceforth, &c."

that is, fince the death and refurredlion of CHRIST, the ftate of

chriftianity is become fo glorious a ftate, that we do not even

confider CHRIST himfelf as in the flefh upon earth, but as a

CioP of glory in heaven ; we know and confider ourfejves not

barely as men in the flefh, but as fellow members of a new

luciet y, that are to have all our hearts, our tempers and con-

vcr/ation in heaven.

Saint "John plainly declares thus much : " They are of the

•world, therefore fpeak they of the world, and the world heareth

**' ft "f GOD." This is his defcription of the fol-

C c 2 )ow«ii
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lowers of CHRIST ; and it is proof enough, that no people are

to be reckoned chriftians in reality, who in their hearts and

tempers belong to this world.

Saint Paid takes it for a certainty fo well known to chrifti

ans, that they are no longer to be confidered as living in thii

world, that he thus argues from it, as from an undeniable

•principle, concerning the abolifhing the rites of the Jewijb

law : " Wherefore, if ye be dead with CHRIST from the ru

diments of the world, why as though living in the world, are

ye fubject to ordinances?" Here could be no argument in this,

but in the Apoftle's taking it for undeniable, that chriftians

knew, their prnfeffion required them to have done with all the

tempers and paffions of this world, and to live as citizens of

the New Jerufalim, and to have their converfation in heaven.

Our bUfted LORD himfelf has fully determined this point,

in thefe words, " They are not of this world, as I am not

of this world." This is the ftate of chriftianity with regard

to this world. If you are not thus out of and contrary to the

world, you want the diftinguifhing mark of chriftianity : You

do not belong to CHRIST, but by being out of the world as

he was out of it.

We may deceive ourfelves, if we pleafe, with vain and

fofrcning comments upon thefe words ; but they are and will

be underftood in their firft fimplicity and plainnefs, by every

one who reads them in the fame fpirit that our blefled LORD

fpoke them. And to underftand them in any lower and lefs

fignificant meaning, is to let carnal wifdom explain away that

doctrine, by which itfelf was to be deftroyed.

But notwithftanding the clearnefs and plainnefs of thefe

doctrines, which teach us thus to renounce the world, yet

what a great part of chriftians do live and die flaves to the

cuftoms and temper of the world.

How many people fwell with pride and vanity for fucb

things as they would not know how to value at all r but that

they are admired in the world.

Would a man take ten years more drudgery in bufinefs to

add two horfes more to his coach, but that he knows, tho

world moft of all admires a coach and fix ?

To abound in wealth, to have fine houfes and rich cloaths,

to be attended with fpknd^or and equipage, to be beautiful in

ME
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our perfons, to have titles of dignity, to he above our fellow-

creatures, to command ihe bows and obeifance of other peo

ple, to be looked on with admiration, to purfue our enemies

with revenge, to fubdue all that oppofe us, to fet ourfelves in

as much fplendor as we can, to live highly and magnificently,

to eat and drink, and delight ourfelves in the moft coftly man

ner ; thefe are the great, the honourable, the dcTirable things,.

to which the fpirit of the world turns the eyes of all people ;

and many a one is afraid of flanding ftill, and not engaging in

the purfuit of thefe things, left the lame world fhould take him

for a fool.

Many a man would often drop a refentment, and forgive

an affront, but that he is afraid the world would not forgive

him.

How many would practice chriflian temperance and fobriety

in its utmoft extent, were it not for the cenfure which the-

world pafTes upon fuch a life?

Thus do the impreffions which we have received from living

in the world enflave our minds, fo that we dare not attempt

to be eminent in the fight of Gon, and holy angels, for fear

of being little in the eyes of the world.

You will perhaps fay, that the world is now become chrif-

tian, at leaft that part of it where we live; and therefore the

world is not now to be coofidered in that ftate of oppofition

to chriftianity, as when it was heathen. • : . . ,

It is granted, the world now profefieth chriftianity. But

will any one fay, that this chriftian world is of the fpirit of

CHRIST? are its general tempers the tempers of CHRIST? are

the paffions of fenfuality, felf-love, pride, covetoufnefs, ambi

tion, and vain-glory, left contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel,

now they are amongft chriftians, than when they were among,

heathens ? Or will you f«y, that the tempers •and; paffions of

the heathen world are loft and gone ? .,, ., . -

The world is fully defcribed to our hands by Saint '/-''•''••

«* All that is in the world, the luff of the fl l!i, the luft of the

eyes, and the pride of life," &c. Now will you fay, that thia

world is become chriftian? But if all this ltill fubfifts, then

the fame world is now in being, and the fame enemy to

chriftianity that was in Sajnt Jehu's day.», . .

C c 3 Had
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Had yOU lived with dur Saviour, as his true difciple, you

had then been hated as he was ; and if you now live in his

fpirit, the world will be the fame enemy to you now, that it

was to him then.

• " If ye were of the world, (faith our bfefled LORD) the

world would love its own ; btif becaufe ye are not of the

world, but I have chofen you out of the world, therefore the

world hateth yon."

We are apt to lofe the true meaning of thefc words, by

confidering them only as an hiftofical defcriptim of fomething

that was the ftate of our Saviour and his difciples at that time.

But this is reading the fcripture as a dead letter : for they as

e-xactly defcribe the ftate of true chriftians in this, and all

other times, to the end of the world.

For as true chri/lianity is nothing elfe but the fpirit of

CHRIST, fo whether that fprrit appear in the perfon of

CHRIST himfelf, or in his apoftks, or followers in any age,

it is the fame thing : whoever hath his fpirir, will be hated,

defpifed, and condemned by the world, as he was. For the

world will always- love its own, and none but its own : thi*

is as certain and unchangeable, as the contrariety between

light and darknefs.

When the holy JESUS faith, " If the world hate you," he

does not add by way of confolation, that it may fome time or

other ceafe its hatred, or that it will not always hate them;

But he only gives this as a reafon for their bearing it, " You

Jtrtow that it hated me, before it hated you :" fignifyirig, that

it was he, or his fpirit, that by reafon of its contrariety t6 the

world, was then, and always would be hated by ft.

Whether, therefore, the world outwardly profefleth, or

openly perfetuteth chriftianity, it is ftill in the fame ftate of

cdntrariety to the true fpirit and holiriefs of the gofpel.

And indeed the world, by profeffing chriftianity, is fo far

from being a lefs dangerous enemy than it was before, that it

has by its favour deftroyed more chriflians, than ever it did

fry the mofl violent perfecution,

' It is a greater and more dangerous enemy, becaufe rt has

greater power over chriftians by its favours, riches, honours,

rewards, and protections, than it had by the lire and fury of

its perfccutions.

It
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It is a more dangerous enemy, by having loft its appear

ance of enmity. And the change that the world has under

gone, has only altered its methods, but not leflened its power

of deftroying religion.

Chriftians had nothing to fear from the heathen world, but

the lofs of their lives ; but the world become a friend, makes

it difficult for them to fave their religion.

How many confciences are kept at quiet, upon no other

foundation, but becaufe they fin under the authority of the

ebriflian world? How many directions of the gofpel lie by

unregarded, and how unconcernedly do particular perfons

read them ? for no other reafon, but becaufe they feem unre

garded by the chriftian world. So that there is hardly any

poffibility of faving yourfelf from the prefent world, but by

confidering it as the fame wicked enemy to all true holinefs,

as it is reprefented in the fcriptures ; and by afturing yourfelf,

that it is as dangerous to conform to its tempers and paffions,

now it is chriftian, as when it was heathen.

From this quarter, therefore, arifes a great obftruction to a

really devout life, becaufe it cannot fubfift in any perfon, but

fo far as he is dead to the world. And though human pru

dence feems to talk mighty wifely about the neceffity of avoid

ing particularities, yet he that dares not be fo weak as to be

particular, will be often obliged to avoid the moft fubftantial

duties of chriftiap. piety.

CHAP. V.

Shewing that the education which men generally receive in their

youth, makes a devout lift difficult to he praliifed ; and the fpi-

rit tfa hetter education reprefented in the charafler of Paternus.

ANOTHER obftru&ion to a devout life, arifes from

our education. We are all of us, for the moft part,

corruptly educated, and then fent to take our courfe in a cor

rupt world : fo that it is no wonder, if examples of true piety

are fo feldom feen.

Numbers are undone by being born and bred in families

that have no religion ; where they arc made vicious and irre

gular, becoming like thofe with whom they firft lived.

C c 4 But



But this is not the thing I now mean ; the education that

I here intend, is fuch as children generally receive from vir

tuous and fober parents, and learned tutors and governors.

The fit ft temper that we try to awaken in them is pride:

as dangerous a pafljon as that of lvft. We ftir them up to

vain thoughts of themfelves, and do every thing \ve can to

puff up their minds with a fenfe of their own abilities.

Whatever way of life we intend them for, we apply to the

fire ar.d vanity of their minds ; and exhort them to every thing

from corrupt motives. We ftir them up to action from prin

ciples of ftrife and ambition ; from glory, envy, and a defire

of diftinction, that they may overtop all' others, and fhine

above their neighbours in the world. Nay, we repeat and

inculeate thefe motives upon them, till they think it a part of

their duty to be proud, envious, and vain-glorious of their

own accomplifhment?.

lf children are intended for holy orderst we fet before them

fome eminent orator, whofe fine preaching has made him tbe

admiration of the age, and carried him through all the dignities

and preferments of the church. We encourage them to have

thefe honours in their eye, and to expect the reward of their

ftudies from them.

If the youth is intended for a (rade, we bid him look at all

the rich men of the fame trade, and to confider how many are

carried about in their flately coaches, who began in the fame

low degree as he now does. We awaken his ambition, and

endeavour to give his mind a right turn, by often telling him

how very rich fuch and fuch a tradefman died.

If he is to be a lawyer, then we fet great counfellors, lords,

.judges, and chancellors,,before his eyes. We tell him what

. great fees, and great applaufe, attend fine pleading ; we exhort

him to take fire at thefe things, and to be content with nothing

lefs than the higheft honours of the long robe.

That this is the nature of our beft education, is too pLin to

need any proof; and yet after all this, we complain of the

effects of pride ; we wpnder to fee grown men acied and

governed by ambition, envy, fcorn, and a defire of glory ^

not c«nfidering, that they were all the time of their youth.,

palled upon to all .their action and indulhy upon the fame

.principles,



; How dry and poor muft the doctrines of felf-denial, and

deadnefs to the world, found to a youth, that has been fpurred

up to all his induftry, by ambition, envy, and a defire of glory

and diftin&ion ? And if he is not to act by thefe principles

when he is a tnant why do we call him to act by them in his

youth ?

I know it is faid in defence of this method of education ;

that ambition, and a defire of glory, are neceffary to excite

young people to induftry; and that if we were to prefs upon

them the doctrines of felf-denial, and renunciation of the

world, we (bould deject their minds, and fink them into dul-

nefs and idlenefs.

But fuch objectors do not confider, that this rcafon, if it

.has any ftrength,. is full as ftrong againft prefllng the like doc

trines upon grown men, left we fhoula deject their minds, and

/ink them into dulnefs and idlenefs.

' For who does not fee, that middle-aged men want as much

the affiftance of pride, ambition, and vain-glory, to fpur them

up to action and induftry, as do children? And it is very

certain, that the precepts of humility are more contrary to the

.defigns of fuch men, and more grievous to their minds, when

they are prefTed upon them, than they are to the minds of

young perfons.

But further : could fuch obje&ors think, that if any chil

dren had been educated by our bleffcd LORD, or his Apoflles,

that their minds would have been funk into dulnefs and idle

nefs r Or could they think, that fuch children would not

have been trained up in the profoundeft principles of felf-de

nial and true devoeion ; Can they fay, that our blefTed LOUD,

who, confidering him in his human nature, was the molt

devout, felf-denying man that ever was on earth, was

Kindered by his devotion from doiug the greateft example of

worthy and glorious actions that ever were done by man ?

Can they fay, that his Apoftlee, who lived in the fame fpirit

Df their Mafter, did therefore ceafe to be laborious and activc

inftruments of doing good to all the world ?

A few fuch reflections as thefe, are fufficient to expofe all

the poor pretences for an education in pride and ambition.

PATERNUS lived about two hundred years ago; he had

but one fon, whom he educated hioifelf, in his own houfe.

5 A,
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As they were fitting together in the garden, when the child

was ten ytars old, Paitrnus thus addreffed him.

" The little time that you have been in the world, my child,

you hive fpent wholly with me ; and my love and tendernefs

to you, has made you look upon me as your only friend and

benefactor, and the caufe of all the comfort and pleafure that

you enjoy. Yoor heart, I know, would be ready to break

with grief, if you thought this was the laft day that I Ihould

live with you.

But, my child, though you now think yourfelf mighty

happy, becaufe you have hold of my hand, you are now in the

hands, and under the tender care of a much greater father and

friend than I am, whole love to you is far greater than mine,

and from whom you receive fuch bleffings as no mortal can

give.

That GOD, whom you have feen me daily to worfbip ;

whom I daily call upon to blefs both you and me, and all

mankind ; wbofe wondrous acls are recorded in thofe fcrip-

tures which you conflantly read ; that GOD, who created the

heavens and the earth ; who brought a flood upon the old

world ; who fayed Neah in the ark ; who was the GOD of

Abraham, Ifaac, and 'Jacab ; whom Jab blefled and praifed in

the greateft affli<tions ; who delivered the Ifratlites out of the

hands of the Egyptians ; who was the protector of righteous

jfafefh, M/sfei, Jcjhua, and holy Danitl; who fent fo many

prophets into the world; and who fent his Son JESUS CHRIST

to redeem mankind : this GOD, who has done all thefe

great things ; who rMMfereated the many millions of men,

that lived and died before you was born -, with whom the fpi-

rits of good men that are departed this life, now live ; whom

infinite numbers of angels now worQiip in heaven ; this great

GOD, who is the creator of worlds, of angels, and men, is

your loving father and friend, your good creator and nourifher;

from whom, and not from me, you received your being ten

years ago, at the time that I planted that little elm which you

there fee.

I myfelf am not half the age of this jhady oak under which

we fit 5 many of our fathers have fat under its boughs ; we

have all of us called it ours in our turn ; it ilands, and drops

its umjhrs, as it drops its leaves,

6 You
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' You fee, my fon, this wide and large firmament over our

heads, where the fun and moon, and all the jlorf, appear in

their turn : if you was to be carried up to any of thefe bodies

you would difcover others as much above you, as the ftars are

above this earth. Were you to go up or down, eaft or weft,

north or fouth, you would find the fame height without any

top, and the fame depth without any bottom.

And yet, my child, fo great is GOD, that all thefe bodies

added together, are but as a grain of fand in his fight. Ne-

verthcleis, you are as much the care of this great GOD and

Father of all worlds* and of all fpirits, as if there were no

creature for him to love and protect but you alone. He num

bers the hairs of your head, watches over you fleeping and

waking, and has preferved you from a thoufand dangers, of

which neither you nor I know any thing.

How poor my power is, and how little I am able to do for

you, you have often feen. Your late ficknefs has fhewn you

how little I could do for you in that ftate ; and the frequent

pains of your head are plain proofs, that I have no power to

remove them.

• I can bring you food and medicines, but have no power to

turn them into your relief and nourifhment : it is GOD alone

that can do this for you.

Therefore, my child, fear, and worfhip, and love GOD.

Secure an intereft in his favour, by feeking after a living faith

in JESUS CHRIST his dearly beloved Son ; and then He, who

bleffed my father before I was born, will blefs you when I

am dead.

I fhall in a fhort time die, and leave you to Goo and your-

fclr ; and as I know that my Redeemer liveth, and truft that

GO1> has forgiven me my fins, I fhall go to my dear Saviour

CHRIST JESUS, and live amongft patriarchs and prophets,

faints and martyrs, and wait for your Life arrival at the fame

place.

Therefore, my child, meditate on thefe great things, and,

your foul, through the influences of GOD'S blefled Spirit, will

Toon grow great and noble, by fo meditating upon them.

Let your thoughts often leave thefe gardens, thefe fields,

and farms, to contemplate upon GOD, and CHRIST, and hea

ven, to meditate upon angels and the fpirits of good men

living in light and glory.

As
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A* you have been ufed to look to me in all your a&ions, and]

fcave been afraid to do any thing unlefs you firft knew my will ;

fo let it now be a rule of your life, to look up to GOD, even a

GOD in CHRIST, in all your a&ions ; to do every thing in his

fear, and to abltuin from every thing that is not according to

bis will.

GOD keepeth a book of life, wherein all the actions of alt

men; axe written ; and when you die, my child, this book will

be laid open before men and angels ; and according as your

actions are there found to have been done in, and proceeded

from a living faith in JESUS CHRIST, you will either be re

ceived into the happineis of thole holy men who have died in

faith, or be turned away among thofe wicked fpirits, thofe hy-,

pocrites and unbelievers, that are never to fee GOD any more.

Never forget this book, my fon, for it muft be opened, you

muft.fee it, and you mull be tried by it according to the deeds

done in the body, whether they have been good, or whether

they have been evil.

But above all, my child, learn of JESUS CHRIST to be

meek and lowly in heart, and never do any thing through

ftrife or vain-glory. Refift, therefore, and look up to CHRIST

for a conqueft over every thought offeIf-pride andjclf-diftine-

tien; and accuftom youifelf to rejoice in all the excellencies

and perfedlions of your fellow- creatures, and pray and ftudy

that you may be as glad to fee any of their good actions, as

your own. For as GOD is as well pleafed with their well

doings, as with yours ; fo you ought to defire, that every thing

that is wife, and holy, and good, may be performed in as high

a manner by other people, as by yourfelf.

When 1 am dead, my fun, you will be mafter of all my

'.''.!••, which will be a great deal more than the neceffities of

one family require. As you are, therefore, to be charitable

to the fouls of nun, and wifh them the fame happinefs with

yourfelf, in heaven, fo be charitable to their bodies, and

endeavour to make them as happy as you can upon earth.

Study to have your heart filled with the love of GOD, and

the love of your neighbour, and then be contented to be no

Deeper a fcholar, no finer a gentleman, than thefe tempers

will make you. I am teaching you Latin and Greek, not that

you fhould defire to be a great critic, a fin« poet, or an elo

quent
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quent orator ; but, that you may at proper times look into

the hiftory of paft ages, and learn the methods of GOD'S pro

vidence over the world ; and that by reading the writings of

the ancient fages, you may fee how wifdom and virtue have

been the praife of great men of all ages, and fortify your mind

by their wife fayings.

Avoid all fuperfluous thews of finery and equipage, and let

your houfe be furnifhed with moderate conveniencies. Dd

not confider what your eftate can afford, but what right reafon

and religion require.

Let your drefs be decent, clean, and modeft ; and as to

your meat and drink, in them oblerve the higheft rules of

chriftian temperance and fobriety ; confider your body only at

the fervant and rrtinifter of your foul ; and only fo nourifh it,

as it may beft perform an humble and obedienr fervice to it.

But, my fon, obferve as a principal thing, and which I fhall

remind you of as long as I live with you, Hate and defyift all

kuman glory; it is nothing elfe but human folly. Love hu

mility in all its inftances, practife it in all its parts ; conde-

fcend to all the weaknefs and infirmities of your fellow-crea

tures, cover their frailties, love their excellencies, encourage

their virtues, relieve their wants, rejoice in their profperities,

compaffionate their diftrefs, receive their friendfhin, overlook:

their unkindnefs, forgive their malice, be a fervant of fervants,

and condefcend to do the loweft offkes to the loweft of man

kind.

Afpire after nothing but an intereft in the righteoufnefs of

JESUS CHRIST ; and as a confcquence of that, your own

purity and perfection. Remember, my dear child, remember,

that there is but one man in the world, with whom you are

to have perpetual contention, and whom you fhould be always

ftriving to exceed, and that is yourfelf.

The time of pra&ifing thefe precepts, my fon, will foon be

•ver with you ; the world will foon flip through your hands,

or rather you will foon flip through it. It feerns but the other

day, fince I received the fame inftructions from my dear father,

that I am now leaving with you. And the GOD that gave

me cars to hear, and a heart to receive what my father laid

unto me, will, I hope, give you grace to love and follow the

fame inftru&ions."

Thus did Paternui educate his fon.

Can
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Can any one think, that fuch an education as this would

weaken and deject the minds of young people, and deprive the

world of any worthy and reafonable labours ?

So far therefrom, that there is nothing fo likely to enoble

and exalt the mind, and prepare jt for the moft heroica! exer-

cife of all virtues. And fatal experience every day evinces,

that a contrary way of educating youth, is no (mall hindrance

to their devoting themfelves entirely to GOD, and living up

to the Rricldt rules of the blefled and cverlatling gofpel.

An education which is not wholly intent upon this, is as

much befide the point, as an art of phyfic that had little or no

regard to the reftoration of health : pr rather, it is like ad-

miniftering poifon inftcad of phyfic.

For as the only end of the phyfician, is to reftore nature to

its own ftate ; fo the only end of education is, to reftore our

rational nature to its proper ftate. And as phyfic may juflly

be called the art of reftoring health, fo education fhould be

confidered in no other light, than as the art of recovering man

to the ufe of reafon and religion.

The youths that attended upon Pythagoras, Sixrates, Platse

and Epifletus, were thus educated. And fmce chriftianitjr

hath, as it were, new created the moral and religtout world, and

let every thing that is reafonable, wife, holy, and defirable, in

its true point of light ; one may reafonably expeS, that the

education of youth fhould be as much bettered by chriftianity,

as the faith and iioctrines of religion are amended by it.

But fince our modern education is not of this kind, a de

ficiency in fuch an eflential point, may be juftly affigned as ant

great reafon why many men find it fo exceedingly difficult t»

devote themfelves wholly unto GOD.

CHAP
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CHAP. VI. :

Shewing how the method of educating daughters, mates it difficult

for them to enter into the fpirit of cliriJiianity ; how mifirably

they art injured and abufed by fuch an education ; and the fpirit

cfa hetter education reprefented in tbt charaffer of Eufebia.

*

THAT turn of mind which is taught and encouraged in

the education »f daughters, makes it exceeding difficult

for them to enter into fuch a fenfe and practice of true devo

tion, as the fpirit of chriftianity requires.

For if it were a virtue in a woman, to be proud and vain in

herfelf, and fond of the world ; we could hardly ufe better

means to raife thefe paffions, than thofe that are now ufed in

their education.

Matilda is a fine woman, of good breeding, great fenfe, and

has a great deal of regard for religion : fhe has three daugh

ters, educated by herfelf; fhe will truft them to no one elfe,

nor at any fchool, for fear they fhould learn any thing ill. She

ftays with the dancing-majler all the time he is with them,

becaufe fhe will hear every thing that is faid to them. She

has heard them read the feriptures fo often, that they can re

peat great part of them without book ; and there is fcarce a

good book of devotion, but you may find it in their clofets.

Her daughters fee her great zeal for religion, but then they

fee an equal earneftnefs for all forts of finery. They are

afraid to meet her, if they have mifled the church ; but then

they are more afraid to fee her, if they are not laced as ftrait

as they can poffibly be.

Matilda is fo intent upon all the arts of improving their

drefs, that fhe has fome new fancy almoft every day, and

leaves no ornament untryed, from the rkheft jewel to the

pooreft flower. Shf is fo nice and critical in her judgment,

and fo fenfible of the fmalleft error, that her maid is often

forced to drefs and undrefs her daughters three or four times

a day, before fhe can be fatisfied with it.

As to the patching, fhe referves that to herfelf; for flie fays,

if they are not ftuck on wuh judgment, they are rather a pre

judice, than an advantage to the face.

The
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The children fee fo plainly the temper of their mother, that'

they even affect to be more pleafed withdrefs, than they really

are, merely to gain hpr /avot/r.. •

They faw the eldeft fifter once brought to her tears, and

her perverfenefs feverely reprimanded, for prefuming to fay,-

that fhe thought it was better to cover the neck, than to go fo

far naked as the modern drefs requires. •

She Hints them in their meals, and is very fcrupulous of

what they eat and drink ; and tells them how many fine

fhapes fhe has feen fpoiled in her time, for want of fuch care*

If a pimple rifes in their faces, fhe is in a great fright, aidd

they themfclves are as afraid to fee her with it, as if they had

committed fome great fin.

Whenever they begin to look fanguine and healthy, fhe

calls in ihe affiftance of the doflor ; and if phyfic and iflues

will keep the cqmpjexion .from inclining to coarfe or ruddy,

(he thinks them well employed, • .

By this means they are pale, fickly, infirm creatures, va

poured through want of fpirits, crying at the fmalleft acci

dents, fwooning away at any thing that frightens them, and

hardly able to bear the weight of their beft cloaths.

The eldeft daughter lived as long as fhe could under this

difcipline, and died in the twentieth year of her age. When

fhc was opened, it appeared, that her ribs had grown into

her liver, and that her other entrails were much hurt, by being

crufhed together with her ftays, which her mother had ordered

to be twitched fo ftrait, that it often brought tears into her .

eyes, whilft the maid was dreffing her.

Her youngeft daughter is run away with a gamefler, a man

of great beauty, and who, in dreffing and dancing, has no

fuperior.

Matilda fays, fhe fhould die with grief at this accident, but

thnt her confcience tells her, fhe has contributed nothing to

it herfelf. She appeals to their clofets and their books of de

votion, to teftify what care fhe has taken to eftablifh her chil

dren in a life of folid piety and devotion.

Now, though I do not intend to fay, that no daughters are

brought up in a better way than this (for I hope many are)[

yet thus much, I believe, may be faid, that the much greater

part of them are not brought up fo well, or accuftomcd to fo

much religion, as in the prefent inflancc,

Their
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Their minds are turned as much to the care of heauty and

drefs, and the indulgence of vain defires, as in the prefent cafe*

without having fuch rules of devotion to ftand againft it. So

that if folid piety is much wanted in that fex, it is the plain

and natural confluence of a vain and corrupt education. If

they are often too ready to receive the firft fops, beaux, and

fine dancers for their hufbands ; it is no wonder they fhould

like that in men, which they have been taught to admire in

themfelves. And if they are often feen to lofe that little re

gard to religion, that they were taught in their youth, it is no

more to be wondered at, than to fee a little flower choaked

and killed amongft rank weeds.

Perfonal pride, affectation, a delight in beauty, and fond-

nefs of finery, are tempers that muft kill all religion in the

foul, or be killed by it •, they can no more thrive together

than health and ficknefs.

But how poffible it is to bring up daughters in a more ex

cellent way, let the following character declare.

Eufetia is a pious widow, well born, and well bred, and

has a good eftate for five daughters, whom (he loves not only

as her natural, but alfo as her fpiritual children ; and they re

verence her as their fpiritual mother, with an affection equal

to that of the fondeft friends.

" My children, (fays fhe) your dear father was an humble,

watchful, truly devout man. Whilft his ficknefs would fuffer

him to talk with me, his difcourfe was chiefly about your

education. He knew the ruins that a wrong education made

in our fex ; and therefore conjured me with the tendereft ex-

pre&ons, to renounce thefajh'nnable ways of educating daugh

ters, and to bring you all up in the moft unaffe&ed inftarnces

of a truly chriftian and devout life.

When your father died, I was much pitied by my friends,

as having all the care of a family, and the management of aa

eftate fallen upon me. But my own grief was founded on

another principle ; I was grieved to fee myfelf deprived of fo

faithful a friend, and that fuch an eminent example of real

devotion, fhould be taken from the eyes of his children, be

fore they were of an age to love and follow it. But as to

worldly cares, which my friends thought lay fo heavy upon

me, they are moft of them of our own making, and uii away

as foon as we begin to knsw our/elves.

VOL. IV. ~ D d For
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For this reafon, all my difcourfe with you, his been to ac

quaint you with yourfelves, and to accuftom you to fuch books

of devotion, as may belt inftrucl you in this greateft of all

knowledge.

You would think it hard, not to know the family into

which you was born, what anceftors you were defcended from,

and what eftate was to come to you. But, my children, you

may know all this with exactnefs, and yet be as ignorant of

yourfelves, as a man that mould take himfelf to be wax, and

therefore dared not to let the fun (bine upon him.

In order to know yourfelves aright, you muft confider your-

felves as fo many fallen embodied fpirits, conceived and born

in fin, and that your lives began -in a ftatc of corruption and

diforder, full of tempers and palfions, that blind and darken

the reafon of your minds, and incline you to that which is

hurtful. • «

Your bodies are not only poor and perifhing like your

cloaths, but they are as infilled cloaths, that fill you with ill

diftempers, which opprefs the foul with fickly appetites, and

vain envyingt.

Hence all of us are like two beings, that have as it were

two hearts within us : with the one, we fee, tafte, and ad

mire reafon, purity, and holinefs -, with the other we incline

to pride, vanity, and fenfual delights.

This internal war we always feel within us more or lefs ;

and if you would know the one thing neccflary to you and all

the world, it is this, to preferve, Strengthen, and perfect all

that is rational, holy, and divine in our nature, and by the

affiftance of the blellcd Spirit of GOD, to mortify and fubdue

all that vanky, pride, and fenfuality, which fprings from the

corruption of our ftate. '

Whilft you live thus, you live like yourfelves, and what is

more, like chriftians ; but whenever you are more intent

upon adorning your perfons, than upon perfecting your fouls,

you are much more befide yourfelves, than he, that had rather

have a laced coat, than an healthful body.

Never confider yourfelves, therefore, as perfons that are to

be fern, admired, and courted by men ; but as poor /snacis,

that are to be waflied in the blood of the Lamb of GOD, and

accepted through his all-fufficienc righteoufnefs, received by

faith, and to be faved from the follies of a miferable world,

and
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and made meet for heaven by the powerful operations of his

blcJlcd Spirit.

Thefe confiderations have made me think it my duty to

teach you nothing that was dangerous for you to learn. I

have kept you from every thing that might betray you into

weaknefs and folly, or make you think any thing fine, but a

fine mind i any thing happy, but an intereft in the favour of

GOD, through JESUS CHRIST ; or any thing defirable, but

his love fhed abroad in the heart, and to do all the good you

poffibly can to your fellow-creatures.

. Inftead of the vain, immodeft entertainment of plays and

epcras, I have taught you to delight in pious reading and re

ligious converfation. What mulir, dancing, and diverfions

are to the people of the world, that holy meditation, fervent

prayers, and other ads of devotion, have been to you. Inftead

of forced fhapes, patched faces, and affected motions, I have

taught you tq conceal your bodies with mode/I garments, and

to let the. world have nothing to view of you, but the plain-

nefs and finccrity, the humility and unaffectednefs of all your

behaviour.

You know, my children, that a fingle ftate frees from

worldly cares and troubles, and gives a woman an opportunity

of caring only how (he may pleafe the LORD ; but as I look

upon you all to be fo many great bleffings of a married ftate;

So I leave it to your choice, either to do as I have done, or to

continue in a virgin ftate. Only let me remind you, if you

intend to marry, let the time never come till you find a man

that has thole graces, which you are afpiring after yourfelves$

who is likely to be a friend to all your virtues, and with

whom it is better to live, than to want the benefit of his

example. .. • . ...'<••.

Avoid therefore the conversation of what the world calls

fnc-lred frps, and heaux ; for they are the fhame of their own

ftX, and ought to be the abhorrence of yours.

If evil fpeaking, fcand.il, or backbiting, be the converfa

tion wh«re you happen Co be, keep your hearts to yourfelves ;

and if you have no opportunity to reprove or turn the ftream

of fuch converfation into a proper channel, retire as foon as

you can. . i

• ''•Love and reverence poor purple ; i» for many reafons, fo

particularly for this, becaufe our blefieJ Saviour was one of

'•' D d 2 the
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the number. Vifit and converfe with them frequently : yon

will often find (implicit)1, innocence, patience, fortitude, and

great piety amongft them ; and where they are not fo, your

good example may amend them. For this caufe, you know

I have divided part of my eftate already amongft you, that

you each may he charitable out of your own flock, and take

it in your turns to provide for the poor and lick of the pa-

rifh.

Whether married or unmarried, confider yourfelves as mo

thers and fillers, as friends and relations to all that want your

afftflance; and never allow ymufelvey to be idle, whilft

others want any thing that your hands can make for them. '

1 have brought you up to all kinds of labour, that are pro

per for women, as fowing, knitting, fpinning, and all other

parts of houfewifery ; not merely for your amufement, and

that you may know how to direct your fervants ; but that

you may be fcrviceable to yourfelves and others, and be faved

from thofe temptations which attend an idle life. I muft

therefore repeat to you, my daughters, what I have often

reminded you of before, that I had rather fee you reduced to

the neceffity of maintaining yourfelves by your own hands,

than to have riches to excufe yourfelves from labour. Never

therefore confider your labour merely as an amufement to

get rid of your time, and fo may be as trifling as you pleafe ;

but confider it as fomething that is to be ferviceable to your

felves and others, that is to ferve fome fober ends of life,

to fave and redeem your time, and make it turn to your ac

count, when the works of all people fhall be tried by fire.

What would you think of the wifdom of him, that fhould

employ his time in diftilling of waters, and making liquors

which no body could ufe, merely to amufe him felt' with the

variety of their colour and clearnefs ; when with lefs labour

and expence, he might fatisfy the wants of thofe who have

nothing to drink ? And yet he would be as wifely employed,

as thofe that are amufing themfelves with fuch tedious works

as they neither need, nor hardly know how to ufe when they

are finifhed , when with lefs labour and expence they might

be doing as much good, as he that is cloathing the naked,

or vifiting the fick. Be glad therefore to know the wants

of the pooreft people, and think it not beneath you, to let

your hands be employed in making fuch mean and ordinary

: . , „ things



C 421 ]

things for them, as their ncceffities require. Thus Doreas

was employed, who is mentioned with fo much honour in

holy writ ; and by fo doing, you will behave like true dif-

ciples of that Lord and Mafter, " who came into the world

" not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter."

In fhort, my dear children, ftrive to do every thing that

is praife-worthy, but do nothing in order to be praifed ; nor

think of any reward of all your works of faith and labours of

love, till JESUS CHRIST cometh with all his holy angels.

Think, my children, that the foul of your good father, now

with GOD, fpeaks to you through my mouth ; and let the

double defire of your father who is gone, and of me who am

with you, above all, let the mercies of GOD,, in CHRIST

JESUs, prevail upon you te love GOD with all your fouls, to

ftudy your own perfection, to pra&ife humility, and to do

all the good you can to all your fellow-creatures, efpecially

to thofe who are of the houfhold of faith, till it fhall pleafc

GOD to call you to another life.

Thus did the pious widow educate her .daughters. The

fpirit of this education fpeaks fo plainly for itfelf, that, I hope,

I need fay nothing in its juftification. If we could fee it in

life, as well as read of it in books, the world would foonfind

the happy effects.

There is nothing more defirable for the common good of

all the world, than- that we might fee it. For though women

do not carry on the trade and bufinefs of the world, yet as

they are mothers and mijlrt•jes of families, they have for fome

time the care of the education of their children of both forts,

and are entrufted with that which Is of the greateft confc-

quence to human life. For as the health and ftrength, or

weaknefs of our bodies, is very much owing to their me

thods of treating us when we are young; fo the foundnefs or

folly of our minds, are not lefs owing to thofe full tempers

and ways of thinking, which we eagerly received from the

love, tendernefs, authority and conftant converfation of our

mothers.

Is it not then much to be lamented, that this fex, on whom

fo much depends, who have the firft forming of our bodies

and our minds, are not only educated in pride, but in the

and moft contemptible part of it ?. .

D a 3 They'
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' They are not fuffcred to difpute with ns the proud prizes

ef arts and fcitnce?, of learning and eloqence, in which I

have much fufpicion they would often prove our fuperiors ;

but we turn them over to the ftudy of beauty and drefs, and

the whole world confpire to make them to think of nothing

elfe. Fathers and mothers, friends and relations, feem to

have no other wifh towards the little girl, but thit fhe may/

have afaifjkin, zfinejhape, drefi well, and dance to admira

tion.

And what makes this matter the more to be lamented,

is this. That women are not only fpoiled by this education,

but we fpoil that part of the world, which would otherwife

furnifh the moft inftances of an eminent and exalted piety.

The Church has formerly had eminent faints in that fex ; and

it may reafonably be thought, that it is purely owing to their

poor and vain education, that this honour of their fex is for

the moft part confined to former ages.

The corruption of the world indulges them in great vanity,

and mankind feem to confider them in no other view, than

as fo many painted idols, that are to allure and gratify their

paffions ; fo that if many women are vain, light, gew-gaw

creatures, they have this to fay in excufe of themfelves, that

they are not only fuch as their education has made* them, but

fuch as the generality of the world allow them to be.

Some indeed are plea fed to fay, that women are naturally

of little and vain minds, and cohfequently their triffing vain

behaviour is owing fokly to that; but this I look upon to be

as falfe and unreafonable, as to fay, that butchers are natu

rally cruel : for as their cruelty is not owing to their natures,

but to their way of life, which ha< changed their natures J

fo whatever littlenefs and vanity is to be obferved in the minds

of women, it is like the cruelty of butchers, a temper that

is wrought into them by that life which they are taught

and accuftomed to lead. At leaft thus much muft be laid,

that we cannot juflly charge any thing upon their nature, till

we take care that it is not perverted by their education.

But fuppofing it were true, that they were thus naturally

vain and light, then how much more blameable is that edu

cation', which feems contrived to ftrengthen and increafe the

folly and weaknefs of their minds ? For if it were a virtue ia

5 women
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women to be proud, and vain, and indevout, we could hardly

take better means to raife thefc bad things in them, than thole

which are now ufed in their education. .

' Some people that judge haftily, will perhaps fay, I have

been exerciling too great a feverity againft the fex. But

more reafonable perfons will eafily obferve, that I entirely

fparc the fex, and only arraign their education ; that, I pro-

fefs, I cannot fparc ; but the only reafon is, becaufe it is

their greateft enemy, becaufe it deprives the world of fo many

bleffings, and the church of fo many faints as might reafo-

nably be expected from perfons, formed by their natural tem

per to all goodnefs and tendernefs, and fitted, by the clear-

nefs and brightnefs of their minds, to contemplate, love and

admire every thing that is holy, virtuous, and divine.

CHAP. VII.

Shewing, haw true cUvationfills our lives with the greatefl peace

and bafpinefs that tan It enjoyed in this -world.

SOME people perhaps may obje&, that by thus living

wholly unto GOD, and introducing a regard to his glory

in all that we do, too great a rcftraint will be put upon hu

man nature ; and that by thus depriving ourfelves of fo many

feemingly innocent pleasures, as fuch a way of life would

binder us from purfuing, we fhall render our lives dull, un-

cafy, and melancholy.

But this objection is entirely groundlefs. For chriftian de

votion requires us to renounce no ways of life, wherein we

can act rcafonably, and offer what we do to the glory of Goo.

AH ways of life, all fatisfactions and enjoyments that are within

thefe bounds, are no ways denied by the ftricteft rules of

real devotion. And will you think that your life muft be

uncomfortable, unlefs you may difpleafe GOD, be fools and

mad, and act contrary to that reafon and wifdom which He

has implanted in you? ,,-..,.,..:

As for thofc Satisfactions which we dare not offer to a holy

GOD, which are only invented by the folly and corruption

ef the world, which inflame our pa/lions, and fink our fouls

D d 4 into
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[nto grodhefs and fenfuality, and thereby render us unmeet

for communion with GOD here, and the eternal enjoyment of

Him hereafter, furely it can be no uncomfortable ftate of

life, to be refcued by religion from fuch murderers both of

our fouls and bodies.

Let us fuppofe a perfon deftitute of that knowledge which

we have from our fenfes, placed fomewhere alone by him-

i" I•, in the midft of a variety of things which he did not know

how to ufe ; that he has by him bread, wine, gold-duft, iron

chains, gravel, garments, and fire. Let it be fuppofed, that

he had no knowledge of the right ufe of thefe things, nor

any direction from his fenfes how to quench his thirft, or

fatisfy his hunger, or make any ufe of the things about him.

Let it be fuppofed, that in his drought he puts gold ti--.it into

his eyes ; when his eyes fmart, he puts wirie into his ears;

that in his hunger, he puts gravel in his mouth : that in

pain, he loads himfelf with the iron chains; that feeling

cold, he puts his feet in the 'water V that being frighted at

the fire, he runs away from it , and that being weary, he

makes a feat of his bread. Let it be fuppofed, that through

his ignorance of the right ufe of ttie things- that 'are about

him, he will vainly torment himfelf whilft he lives; and at

laft die, blinded with duft, 'choaked with gravel, antf loaded

with irons. Let it be fappofed, that fome good being earns

to him, and fhewed him the nature and ufe of all the things

that were about him, and gave him ftich ftrict rules of ufing

them, as would certainly, iP'bbfe'rved, make him the hap

pier for all that he had, and deliver him from the pains of

hunger, and thirft, and cold; could you with any reafon

affirm, that thofe ftrict rules of ufmg the things that wWe

about him, had rendered that poor man's life dull and un

comfortable ?

Now this is, in fome meafure, a rcprefentation

rula of religion ; they relieve "Our ignorance, fave us from

tormenting ourfelves, atid teach us to ufe every thing about

us, no{ only to the glory of GOD, but to our own proper ad-
• •• • •••• • •••

vantage

If religion commands us to lire wholly unto GOD, and, to

do all to his glory, jt is becaufer every other way of life '»
ii'i||- ,i V .... l • ••!' ljyihg

'

I
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living wholly againft ourfelves, and will end in our own flume

and confufion. . ,

Would you fee how happy they are, who live according

to their own wills, and who cannot fubmit to the dull and

melancholy bufinefs of a life devoted unto GOD, look at

Flatus ; Flatus is rich and in health, yet always uneafy, and

always fearcbing after happinefs. • •,

At his. firft fetting out in life, fine el-.at'js was his delight ;

bis enquiry was only after the Left taylors and peruke- makers,

and he had no thoughts of excelling in any thing but drefs.

He fpared no ex pence, but carried .-every nicety to its greateft

height. But this happinefs not anfwering his expectation,

he left off his brocades, put on a plain coat, railed at fops and,

fegaus, and gave himfelfpp to g§m'ng with great eagernefs.

This new pleafure fatisned him for fome time : he envied

no other way of life. . But being by the fate of play drawn

into a duel, where he narrowly efcaped his death, he left off

the dice, and fought for happinefs jip .longer amongft the

gamefters.

The next thing that feized his wandering imagination, was

the diverfiam of the town ; and for more than a twelvemonth,

you heard him talk of nothing but ladies, drawing-rooms,

birth-nights,., plays, balls, and aflemblies. But growing fick

of thefe, he had recourfe to hard drinking, Here he had

many a merry night, and met with ftronger joys than any

he had felt before, .Here he had thoughts of fetting up

his ftafF, and looking ou; no farther; but unluckily falling

into afever, he grew angry at all ftrong liquors, and took

his leave of the happinefs of being drunk.

The next attempt after happinefs, carried him into the

field. For two or three years nothing made him fo happy as

bunting ; he entered upon it with all his foul, and leaped more

hedges and ditches, than had ever been known in fo fhort a

time. YOU never faw him but in a green (oat ; he was the

envy of all that blew the hern, and always fpoke to his dogs

in great propriety of language. If you met him at home in

a bad day, you would hear him blow his horn, and be en

tertained with the furprizing accidents of the laft noble (baa.

No fooner had Flatus outdone all the world in the breed and

education of bis dogs, built new kennels, new ftables, and

6 bought



fought anew hunting-feat, but he immediately got fight of

another happinefs, hated the fenfelefs nolle and hurry of hunt

ing1,' gave away his dogs, and was for fomc time after deep

in the pleafuru of building. '

Now he invents new kinds of dovi-attie and has fuch con

trivances ln' his- barns and ftables, as were never feen before :

he wonders at the dulnefs of the old builders, is wholly bent

upon the improvement of archittflurt, and will hardly hang a

door irr the ordinary way. He tells his friends, that he never

was fo delighted in any thing in his life;, that he has more

happinefs amongft his brick and mortar, than ever he had at

a'urt j and that he is contriving how to have fomc little matter

to do that way as long as he lives.

The next year he leaves his houfe unfinifhed, complains to

every body of mafons and carpenters* and deVotes" himfelf wholly

to the 'happinefs of riding ahout. After this, you can never

fee him but on horfeback, and fo highly delighted with this

hew way of life, that he would tell you, give him but his

liorje and a clean country to ride in, and you might take all the

reft co yourfelf. A variety of new faddlesaftd bridles, and a

great change of horfes, added much to the pleafure of this

new way of life. But however, after fame time having tired

both himfelf and his horfes, the happieft thing he could think

of next, was to go abroad and vifit foreign countries; arfd there^

indeed, the happinefs exceeded his imagination, and he was

only uneafy that he had begun fo fine a life no foorier. The

next month he returned home, unable to bear any longer the

impertinence offofeigneri.

After this, he was a greatjluJent for one whole year; he

was up early and late a«! his Italian grammar^ that he might

have the happinefs of underftanding the oper'a) whenever he

fhould hear one, and not be like thofe unreafonable' people,

that are pleaf^d with they don't know what.

. Fl/Atus is now at a full Hand, and is doing 'what he ne

ver nid $h nis life before, he is reafoning and reflecting with

himfelf. He* lofes feveral days', in confiderihg Which of his

caft-off ways 'of life he fhould try again. ""t> '

But here a new project comes in to his relief. He is now

living upon herbs, and running about the 'country, to get

' , ' 'w "himfelf
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himfelf into as goad wind as any runningfntman in . die king

dom. . .. .

, I have been thus circumftantial in fo many foolifh parti

culars ':{' this kind of life, becaufe I hope, rhat every parti

cular folly that you here fee and read of, will naturally turn

itfclf into an argument for the wifdom and happinefs of a re

ligious hfe. • !.•-:•

Bur you will perhaps fay, that the ridiculous, reftlefs life

of Flatus, is not the common ftate of thofe, who refign them-

felves up to live by their own humour, and negledVthe ftrict

rules of religion ; and that therefore it is not ,fo great an ar

gument of the happinefs of a religious life, as I would make

it. i i\- • .»"'•- '

I anfwer, that I am afraid it is one of the moft geturlal cna-

reflers in life ; and that few people can read it, without fee

ing fomething in it which belongs to them. But let it be

granted, that the generality of people are not of fuch reftlefs,

fickle tempers zs Flatus; the difference is only 'this, -Ftalut

it continually changing and trying fomething new, but others

are content with fome one ftate ; they do not leave gaming,

and then fall to bunting ; but they have fo much fteadinefg in

their tempers, that fome feek after no other happinefs, but

that of heaping up riches ; others grow old in the (ports of the

field ; and others are content to drink themfelves to death,

without the leaft enquiry after any Other happinefs. ; i ,

• Now is there any thing more happy or reafonable in fuch

a life as this, than in the life of Flatus f Is it not as great

and dcfirable, as wife and happy, to be conftantly changing

from one thing to another, as to be nothing elfe but a ga

therer of money, a hunter, a gamefter, or a drunkard all

your life ? Shall religion be looked upon as a burden, or as

a dull and melancholy ftate, for calling men from fuch a hap

pinefs as this .'

But turn your eyes now another way, and let the glorious

joys, the exquifite happinefs of Feliciana, teach you how

mifcrable, and how dull they muft needs be, and what a

delufion they arc in, whole hearts are not wholly devoted

unto GOD.

If you was to live with Ftliciana but one half year, you

would fee all the happinefs that the is to have as long as fbe

lives. She has no more to come, but the pgor repetition of

that
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that which could never have pleafed once, but through a

wrong turn of mind, and want of thought.

She is to be again drcfied fine, and keep her vifiting days.

She is again to change the colours of her cloaths, again to

have anew head, and again put patches on her face. She

is again to fee who acls beft at the play-houfe, and who fmgs

fineft at the opera. She is again to make ten vifits in a day,

and be ten times in a day trying to talk artfully, eafily, and

politely about nothing. ••• . fJ.'.

She is to be again delighted with fomc new fafhion ; and

again angry at the change of fome old one. -. She is to be

again at cards and gaming at midnight, and again in bed

at noon. She is to be again pleafed with hypocritical com

pliments, arid again difturbed with imaginary affronts. She is

to be again pleafed with her good luck at gaming, and again

tormented with the lofs of her money. • i

She is again to prepare herfelf for a birth night, and again

fee the town full of good company. She is again to hear the

cabals and intrigues ul the town, again to have fecret intelli

gence of private amours, and early notice of marriages, quar

rels, and partings. . '• , • :

If you fee her come out of her chariot more brifkly than

ufual, converfe with more fpirit, and feem fuller ofjoy than

fhe was laft week, it is becaufe there is fome furprizing new

drefs, or new diverfion juft come to town. "• t

Thefe are all the fubftantial and regular parts of Feliciana's

happinefs ; and fhe never knew a pleafant day in her life,

but it was owing to fome one or more of thefe things.

It is for this happinefs, that fhe has been always deaf to

the reafonings of religion ; and if you look into the world,

and obferve the lives of thofe women, whom no argument*

can prevail on to live wholly unto GOD ; you will find moll

of them to be fuch, as lofe all the comforts of religion, with

out gaining the tenth part of Feliciana's happinefs. They

are fuch as fpend their time and fortunes only in mimicking

the pleafures of richer people ; and rather look and long after,

than enjoy thofe delufions, which are only to be purchafed by

confiderable fortunes. • i

Nor does a life only of fuch vanity and fenfuality as that

of Flatus or Fcliciana's, but even the moft regular kind of

life, that is not governed by great devotion, fufhciently fhews

how



[ 429 ]

how dull and uncomfortable their lives muft needs be, wlio

are not wholly devoted unto GOD.

Oflaviu; is a learned, ingenious man, well verfed in moft

parts of literature, arid no ftranger to any kingdom in Europe.

The other day, being juft recovered from a lingering fever,

he thus add refled his friends..

" My glafs, fays he, is almoft run out ; and your eyes fee

how many marks of age and death I bear about me : But I

plainly feel myfelf finking away fafter than any ftanders by

do imagine. I fully believe, that one year more will conclude

my reckoning."

The attention of his friends was much railed by fiich a de

claration, expecting to hear fomething truly excellent from fa

learned a man, who had but a year longer to live; when

Gflavius proceeded in this manner : " For thefe reafons, my

friends, I have left off all taverns, the wine of thole places is

not good enough for me in this decay of nature. I muft now

be nice in what I drink ; I cannot pretend to do as I have

done ; and therefore am refolved to furnifh my own cellar

with a little of the very beft, though it cod me ever fo much.

I muft alfo tell you, my friends, that age forces a man to

be wife in many other refpe&s, and makes us change many

of our opinions and practices,

You know how much I have liked a large acquaintance ; I

now condemn it as an error. Three or four chearful, divert

ing companions, is all that I now defire ; becaufe I find, that

in my prefent infirmities, if I am left alone, or to grave com

pany, I am not fo eafy to myfelf."

A few days after Oclavius had made this declaration to his

friends, be relapfed into his former illnefs, and was committed

to a nurfe, who clofed his eyes before his frefh parcel of wine

came in.

Young Eugenius, who was prefent at this difcourfe, went

home a new man, with full refolutions of devoting himfelf to

GOD. " I never, fays Eugenius, was fo deeply affe&ed with

the wifdom and importance of religion, as when I faw how

poorly and meanly the learned Oclavius was to leave the world,

through the want of it. • •

How often had I envied bis great learning, his fkill in

languages, his knowledge of antiquity, his addrefs, and fine.

manner
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manner of expreffing himfelf upon all fubje£ls !' But when I

' faw how poorly it all ended, what was to be the laft year of

fuch a life, and how fool ifhly the mafter of all thefe accom-

plifhments was then forced to talk, I was then convinced that

there- muft be nothing fo happy and comfortable as a life of

true devotion ; nor any thing fo poor and comfortlefs, as death

without it." ••-... ....

Look now at that condition of life, which draws the envy

of all eyes.

A!egctiiu is a temperate honeft man: he ferved his time under

a mafter of great trade, but has. by his own management made

it a more confiderable bufinefs than ever It was before. For

thirty years paft, he has written fifty or fixty letters in a week,

and is bufy in corresponding with all parts of Europe. The

general good of trade feems to Negoiius to be the general good

of life ; whoinfoever he admires, whatever he commends, or

condemns, cither in church or flate, is admired, commended,

or condemned, with fome regard to trade.

As money is continually pouring in upon him, fo he often

lets it go in various kinds of cxpcncc and generality, and

form-times in ways of charity.

Negatius is always ready to join in any public contribution:

If a purfe is making at any place where he happens to be,

whether it be to buy a plate for a horfe-race, or to redeem a

prifoner Out of jail, you are always fare of having fomething

from him.

He has given a fine ring of bells to a church in the country;

and there is much expectation, that he will fome time or other

make a more beautiful front to the market-houfe, than has yec

b*en feen in any place. For it is the generous fpirit of Negstitti

to do nothing in a mean way.

The generality of people, when they think of hapriinelV,

think upon Negetim, in whofe life every inftance of happineU

is fuppofed to meet ; fober, prudent, rich, profpcrous, gene

rous, and as the world thinks, charitable.

Let us now then look at this condition in another, but truer

light.

Let it be fuppofed, that this fame Negotius was a painful,

laborious man, every day deep in a variety of affairs; that

he neither drank, nor was debauched ; but was fober and re

gular
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gular in his bufinefs. Let it be fuppofed that he grew old in

this courfe of trading ; and that the end and defign of all this

labour, care, and application to bufinefs, was only that he

might die poflefled of more than a hundred thoufand pair of

boots and fpurs, and as many great-coats. Now if this was

really the cafe, I believe it would be readily granted, that a

life of fuch bufiiK'fs was as poor arid ridiculous, as any that

can be invented. But it would pufcfele any one to fhew, that

a man that has (pent all his time and thoughts in bufinefs and

hurry, that he might die, as it is faid, worth a hundred thou

fand pounds, is any whit wifer than he, who has taken the

fame pains to have as many pair of boots and fpurs when he

leaves the world. • • . . • •

For if when he has gotten his hundred thoufand pounds,

or all his boots, his foul is to go to his own place, ns every

foul needs muft that has not clofed with JESUS CHRIST, and

is not born again of GOD ; how can we fiy, that he- who has

worn out hit life in raifmg an hundred thoufand pounds, has

afted a wifer part for himfclf, however his money may profit

others, than he who has had the feme care to provide a

hundred thoufand pair of boots and fpurs, and as many great

coats ?

It would be ciullcfs to multiply examples of this kind, to

fhew how little is loft, and how greatly they are miftaken,

who imagine they fhould render themfefvts dull and comforr-

Icfs by introducing a it rid piety into every condition of human

life.

Examples of great piety are not now common in the world ;

but the mitcry and folly of worldly men, and •vain and trifling

women, is what meets your eyes in every place ; and you need

not look far to fee, how poorly, hpw vainly men dream away

their lives for want of real devotion. "> "

This ii the reafon that I have laid before you fo many

characters of the vanity of a worldly life, to teach you to

make fomc benefit of the corruption of the age, and that you

may be made wife, though not by the fight 'of what -piety

«, yet by feeing what mifery and folly reign where piety i«

not. '

To meditate upon the perfection of the divine attributes,

to contemplate the love of GOD in CHRIST, -the- glories |ef

heaven,



heaven, the joys of faints and angels, living for ever in the

brightnefs and glory of the divine prefence; thefe are the me

ditations of fouls advanced in piety, and not fo fuited to every

capacity. . .

But to fee and confider the emptinefs and error of all

worldly happinefs; to fee the groflhefs of fenfuality, the poor-

ncfs of pride, the ftupidity of cpvetoufnefs, the vanity of drefs,

the delufion of honour, the blindnefs of our pafEons, the un

certainty of our lives, and the fhortnefs of all worldly pro-

jedts ; thefe are meditations which are fuited to all capacities,

and fitted to ftrikc all minds(: This is that '( wifdom that

crietb, and putteth forth her voice in the ftrcets," tkat ftandeth

at all our doors, that appealeth to all our fenfes, teaching us

in every thing, and every where, by all that we fee, and all

that we hear, by births and burials, by ficknefs and health,

by life and death, by pains and poverty, by mifery and vanity,

and by all the changes and chances of life ; that there is no

thing elfe for man to look after, no other end in nature for

him to drive at, but a happinefs, which is only to be found

in* life devoted to GOD* ; , .

C H A P. VIII.

Shaving the txulltney and greatnefs of a devout fpirit, and prov

ing that a contrary fpirit, is an indication ofgreat ignorance and

jiupidity.

I Have now finifhed what was intended ; I have explained

the nature of ihriftian devotion, and fhewn that it belongs

to all orders, and more especially to thefe whofe fortunes fee

them above the common level of mankind. I have endea

voured to point out to you, the chief caufet of the general in-

devotion of the prcfeffing chriftian world ; and have fhewn in

various charaffers, how poor, how miferable they live, who

are Grangers to a life wholly devoted to GOD. I fhall only

add a word or two by way of conclufion, to prove that fer

vent devotion is the nobleft temper of the greateft and nobleft

fouls ; and that a want of devotion, wherever it is, either

amongft the learned or unlearned, is founded in grofs igno

rance,
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fance, and in the greateft blindnefs and infenfibility that can

happen to a rational creature.

And here, I fuppofe it will be granted on all hands, that it

is a fign of a great and noble mind for a man to be full of

reverence and duty to his parents, to have the trueft love and

honour for his friend, and to excel in the higheft inftances of

gratitude to his benefactor. Are not thefe tempers; in thd

higheft degree, figns of the moft exalted and perfect minds ?

And yet what is Jewtion, but the higheft excrcife of thefe

tempers, of duty$ reverence, love, honour, and gratitude, to the

amiable, glorious parent, fritnd and henefactor of all mankind?

So long, therefore, as duty to parents, love to friends, and

gratitude to benefactors, are thought great and honourable

tempers; devotion, which is nothing ell'e but duty, love, and

gratitude to GOD, muft have the chief place amongft our

higheft virtues.

Again; we know how our blefled LORD acted in a human

body; it was " his meat and drink to do the will of his Father

which is in heaven." And if any number of heavenly fpirits

were to leave their habitations in the light of Gob, and be

for a while united to human bodies; they would certainly tend

towards Gob in all their actions, and be as heavenly as they

Could, in a ftate of fiefh and blood.

They would act in this manner, becaufe they know that

GoD is the only good of all fpirits ; and that whether they

were in the body or out of the body, in heaven or on tar th,

they muft have every degree of their greatnefs and happinefs

from GOD alone. All human fpirits therefore, the more ex

alted they are, and the more they know their divine original*

and the nearer they come to heavenly fpirits, by fo much the

more will they live to Goo in all their actions, aud make their

whole life a ftate of devotion.

A devout man makes a true ufe of his reafon ; He fe«f

through the vanity of the world, difcovers the corruption of

his nature, and the blindnefs of his paffions. He lives by a

law which is not vifible to vulgar eyes ; he enters rnto the

world offpirits; he compares the greateft things i fets eternity

againft time ; and chufes rather to be for ever great in the1

prefence of GOD when he dies, than to have the greateft Chare

of worldly pleafures whilft he lives. There is nothing, there-

Vot. IV. E « " /ore,

4*
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(ore, that fhews fo great a genius, nothing that (b faifeS ut

above vulgar fpirits, nothing that fo plainly declares an btrue

greatnefs of mind, as great and fervent devotion.

When you fuppofe a man to be a faint, or all devotion, you

have raifed him as much above aH other conditions of life, as

a phihf'.pher is above an animal.

The greateft fpirits of the heathen world, fuch as Pythagoras,

Socrates, Plato, Epifletus, and Marcus dntoninus, owed all their

greatnefs to fomething they poflefled, that refembled devotion.

Their wifdem and deep contemplations, tended only todelivei

men from the vanity of the world, and the flavery of bodily

paffions ; and had they been endowed with the revelation of

JESUS CHRIST, they might have juftly been ftiled great and

devout men. For their main end of living, feemed to be,

that they might act as fpirits that came from GOD, and were

foon to return to him.

But to proceed : Courage and bravery are words of a great

found, and feem to fignify an heroic fpirit ; but yet humility,

which fcems to be the loweft, meaneft part of devotion, is a

more certain argument of a noble and courageous mind. A

man that dares be poor and contemptible in the eyes of the

world, to approve himfelf to JESUS CHRIST ; that refifts and

rejects all human glory, that oppofes the clamour of his paf-

fions, that meekly puts up all injuries and wrongs, and dares

ftay for his reward, till the invifible hand of GOD gives to

every one their proper places, endures a much greater trial,

and exerts a nobler fortitude, than he that is bold and daring

in the fire of battle. For the boldnefs of a foldier, if he is

a ftranger to devotion, is rather weaknefs than fortitude ; it

is at beft bur mad paffion, and heated fpirits, and has no more

true valour in it, than the fury of a tyger. For as we cannot

lift up a hand, or flir a foot, but by a power that is lent i/s

from GOD ; fo bold a&ions that are not directed by the laws

of GOD, and done with a regard to his glory, are no more

true bravery, than fedate malice is chriftian patience.

Farther ; That part of devotion which exprefies hfelf irt

forrowful confeffions, and penitential tears of a broken and

contrite heart, which with fome feems likewife another of the

pooreft and meaneft things'; is notwithftanding an indication

of the moft great and noble mind. For who does not acknow-

ledg«
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mind, to acknowledge a fault, and afk pardon for any offence?

Are not the fineft and moft improved minds the moft remark

able for this excellent temper? Is it not alfo allowed, that the

ingenuity and excellency of a man's fpirit u much fhewn,

when his forrow and indignation at himfelf, rifes in prol

portion to the folly of his crime, and the goodnefs and great-

nefs of the perfon he has offended ? Now if thefe things aie

fo, then the greater any man's mind is, the more he will bs

difpofed to proftrate himfelf, and confets his faults before'

GOD, in all the humbleft acts and expreffions of repentance

And the greater the ingenuity, the generality, judgment, and*

penetration of his mind is, the more will he exercife and in

dulge a paffionate, tender fenfe of GOD'S juft difbleafure ; and

the more he knows of the greatnefs, the goodnefs, and per

fection of the divine nature, the fuller of fhame and confufiori

he will be at his own fins and ingratitude.

From all which confiderations, it plainly appears; that de

votion is a true elevation of the foul, and that a lively fenfe

of honour, and great knowledge of ourfelves, are the beft

natural helps that devotion hath. And if this does not prove;

that great devotion is the nebltft temper of the greateft and nobh/i

foull, we have not an argument to proVe, that there is any

fuch thing as a wife man or a fool,

On the other hand, it will as evidently appear that a ttant

tof devotion, wherever it is, among the learned or unlearned,

is founded on grofs ignorance, and the greateft blindnefs and

infenfibility that can happen to a rational creature.

People indeed of fine parts and learning; °r of great know

ledge in worldly matters, may perhaps think it hard to have

their want of devotion charged upon their ignorance; but if

they will be content to be tried by reafon and fcripture, it

may foon be made appear. For were not our Lckb and his

apoftles, eminent inftanceS of great arid exalted devotion 1

And if we will grant, (as all profeffed chriftidns muft grant?

that their devotion was founded on a true knowledge of the

nature of devotidn, the nature of Gobi and the nature of

man ; then it is plain, that all thofe who are ihfenfible of

devotion, neither know Gob, themfelves, nor devotion.

Pray how comes it to pafs, that moft people have recourft

e 2
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to devotion, when they are under ficknefs, diftrefs, or in fear

of death ? Is it not, becaufe this ftate fhews them more the

want of GOD, and their own weaknefs, than they perceive at

other times ? And if devotion at thefe feafons, is the effect of

a better knowledge of GOD, and ourfelves, then the neglect

and want of it at other times muft be always owing to igno

rance. Ignorance did I fay? Yes, undoubtedly, and that the

mo&jhameful ignorance : for it is an ignorance of thofe things,

which are moft eflential to us as rational creatures ; I mean

our relation to GOD, and the obligations we lie under to live

wholly to his glory.

If a Judge had fine fkill in painting, architecture, and

mufic, but at the fame time had grofs and confufed notions

of equity, and a poor, dull apprehenfion of the value of juftice,

who would fcruple to reckon him a poor ignorant Judge? If

a Bifhop fhould be a man of great addrefs and fkill in the

art of preferment, and of a quick underftanding how to raife

and enrich his family in the world, but fhould have no taiie

or fenfe of the maxims and principles of the faints and fathers

of the church ; if he did not conceive the holy nature, and

great obligations of his calling, and judge it better to be

crucified to the world, than to live idly in pomp and fplendor;

who would fcruple to charge fuch a Bifhop with want of

underftanding ?

But now, if a Judge is to be reckoned ignorant, nay

fhamefully fo, if he does not feel and perceive the value and

worth of juftice ; if a Bifhop is to be looked upon as void

of underftanding, if he is more experienced in other things,

than in the exalted virtues of his apoftolical calling; then

all common chriftians arc to be looked upon as more or lei;

Shamefully ignorant, as they are more or lefs ignorant of

thofe great things, which are the common, and ought to be

the greateft concern of all chriftians.

If a man had eyes that could fee beyond the liars, or pierce

into the heart of the earth, but could not fee the things that

were before him, or difcern any thing that was ferviceable to

him, we fhould icckon that he had but a very bad fight.

And if another had ears that received founds from the world

in the moon, but could hear nothing that was faid or done

upon earth, we fhouTd look upon him to be as bad as deaf.

5 I"
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In like manner, if a man has a memory that can retain a

great many things ; if he has a wit that is fharp and acute in

arts and fciences, or an imagination that can wander agree

ably in fictions ; but has a dull, poor apprehenfion of his

duty and relation to GOD, of the value of piety, or the worth

of an intereft in the righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST, he may

very juftly be reckoned to have a very bad underftanding.

He is but like the man that can only fee or hear fuch things

as are of no benefit to him.

If an human fpirit fhould imagine fomc mighty Prince to be

greater than GOD, we fhould 'take it for a poor, ignorant

creature; all people would acknowledge fuch an imagination

to be the height of ftupidity : But if this fame human fpirit

fhould think it better to be devoted to fome mighty Prince,

than to be devoted to GOD, would not this be a greater proof

of a poor, ignorant, and blinded nature ?

Yet this is what all people do, who think any thing

greater, better, or wifer, than a devout life. So that which

way foever we confider this matter, it plainly appears, that

devotion is an inftance of great judgment, and of an

elevated nature ; and the want of devotion is a certain

proof of the moft fhameful ignorance, and want of under-

ftanding.

Would you therefore not incur the imputation of the

higheft folly, and moft fhameful ignorance ; would you be

poflefled of the nobleft and moft exalted judgment ; would

you avoid the fenfelefs and vexatious miferies that attend a

vain, fenfual, and indevout life ; would you act like a rational

and redeemed creature; would you enjoy folid peace and hap-

pinefs here, and have a well grounded hope and aflurance of

being invefted with eternal joy and comfort in the blifsful

fruition of the glorious and ever-bleued GOD hereafter ; let it

be your higheft concern henceforward, to afk, feek, and

knock at the door of divine grace, till you obtain a true

living faith in the righteoufnefs of the once humbled but now

exalted Redeemer, and as a proof of that, to devote yotirfelf

entirely, without referve, to his honour, and do all the good

you pnffibly can to all your fellow-creatures, for his great

name's fake.

E e * P R E-
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-

PREFACE

To a NEW EDITION of the

HOMILIES,

As intended to have been publiflied by

Mr. WHITE FIELD.

THE word Homily fignifies a fermon. Confequently the

book of homilies, implies a book of fermons. Parti

cularly that book, which was compofed by thofe great refor-

mcrs, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, and others, in the

beginning of the reign of that Jofiab of his age, Edward the

forth. It was again republifhed, after the fhort interval of

bloody Mary's government, in the reign of Queen Elizaheth^

and continued interwoven with our ecclefiaftical conftitution,

under her immediate fucceflbr King James the firft. Even

to this very day, the thirty-ninth article of our church runs

thus : " The fecond book of Homilies, the feveral titles

'* whereof we have joined under this article, doth contain a

" godly and wholefome doctrine, and neceflary for thefe

f1 times ; as doth the former book of Homilies, which were fet

•* forth in the time of Edward the fixth ; and therefore we

f' judge them to be read in churches by the minifters, diligently

'' and diftin&ly, that they may be underftanded of by the

"people."

Such are the exprefs words of our 391)1 article ; and yet,

though we fubfcribe this article, which enjoins thefe Homilies

to be read in our churches by the minifters diligently and di-

y, this is Iw far from being our practice, that almpft

for
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fieadily to the Homilies, Articles, and Liturgy of the Church

of England ; and who at the fame time endeavour to adorn

her godly and wholefome doctrines therein contained, (as

being in their judgments the doctrines of their Lord and

Saviour JESUS CHRIST) with a fuitable life and converfa-

tion.

If this is to be vile, GOD grant they may be more vile !

If this be enthufiafm, GOD grant it an univerfal flow ! For

the confcquence I know will be, that not only our own, but

every proteftant reformed church, would then not only be a

common barrier againft popery and prophanenefs, but would

inline as bright as tbe fun, be as fair as the moon, and terri

ble like an army with banners. That this may be our happy

cafe, is the hearty prayer of,

Chriftian reader,

Thy, &c.

GEORGE WHITEFIEID.

i i • •

I,

"DLESSED LORD, who haft caufed all holy fcriptures to

be written for our learning ; grant that we may in fuch

vile hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft them,

that by patience and comfort of thy holy word, we may em

brace and ever hold faft the blefled hope of everlafting life,

which thou haft given us in our Saviour JESUS CHRIST.

Amen !

* The Homily on the Holy Scriptures.

•

Come, Hily Ghojl, ew hearts infpiret

Let us thy influence prove \

Source cf the old prophetic jire,

fountain of life and love.

Come, Holy Ghojl (for movdby Thee,

Thy holy prophets fpoke)

IJnlock the truth, tbyfelfthe keyt

Un/eol the facred hock.

• A feporatc edition, with the Homilies here felefled, is intended fo

be published.

Expand
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Expand thy- wings, prolific dove,

Brand o'er our nature's night ;

On our diferder'djpirits move,

And let there now he light.

GOD through Himfelfwe then ftiall know,

If thou within us jhine ;

Andfound with all thy faints bclaw,

The depths of love divine

II.

A LMIGHTY and everlafting GOD, who hateft nothing

that thou haft made, and doll forgive the fins of all them

that are penitent ; create and make in us new and contrite

hearts, that we worthily lamenting our fins, and acknowledg

ing our wretchednefs, may obtain of thee the GOD of all mercy,

perfect remiffion and forgivenefs, through JESUS CHRIST our

LORD. Amen !

TURN thou us, O good LORD, and fo fhall we be

tamed. Be favourable, O LORD, be favourable to thy

people, who turn to thee in weeping, fafting and praying ; for

thou art a merciful GOD, full of compaffion, long-fuffering,

and of great pity. Thou fpareft, when we deferve punifh-

ment, and in thy wrath thinkeft upon mercy. Spare thy

people, good LORD, fpare them, and let not thine heritage

be brought to confufion. Hear us, O LORD, for thy mercy

is great, and after the multitude of thy mercies look upon us,

through the merits and mediation of thy blefied Son Jesus

CHRIST our LORD. Amen!

The Homily on the Mifery of Mankind.

LORD, we art vile, conceiv'dinfin,

And born unholy and unclean ;

Sprungfrom the man, whsfe guilty fall

Cerrupts the race, and taints us all.

Sion
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fam as tot draw our infant breath,

The feeds ofjin grew up'for death ;

Thy law demand] a perfefl heart,

But we're defl'd in evry part.

Behold, we fall hefore thy face,

Our only refuge is thy grace ;

No outwardforms can make ui clcane

The leprofy lies deep within.

JESUS, our GOD, thy blood ahne

Hath power fufficient to atone ;

LORD, let us hear thy parfning voice',

And make our downcaft htarts rejoife.

III.

A LMIGHTY GOD, father of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,

•^^ maker of all things, judge of all men ; w's acknowledge

and bewail our manifold fins and wickednel's, which we from

time to time moft grievoufly have committed, by thought,

word and deed, againft thy divine Majefty, provoking moft

juftly thy wrath and indignation againft us. We do earneftly

repent, and are heartily forry for thefe our mifdoings; the

remembrance of them is grievous unto us ; the burden of them

is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us,-

moft merciful Father ; for thy Son our LORD JESUS CHRIST'S

fake, forgive us all that is pafr, and grant that we may ever

hereafter ferve and pleafe thee in newnefs of life, to the

honour and glory of thy name, through JESUS CHRIST our

LORD. Amen !

•

The Homily on the Salvation of Mankind-

Bury'd in jhailows of the night,

We lie, 'till CHRIST reftorei the light )

tVifdtm defcends to heal the blind,

And chace the darknefs eftlic mind.
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Lojf guilty fouls are drown'J in tears,

'Till the atoning blood appears ;

Then they awake from deep djlrefs, \

Andftng the LORD our rightuufneft.

JESUS heholds where Satan reigns,

Binding hisflaves in heavy chains;

ffefets the pris'nerfree, and breaks

The iron hondagefrom our necks.

Poor Mplefs worms in Thee po•jefs

Grace, wifdom, power and righteoufnefs :

Thou art our mighty All ; may we

Give our wholeJelves, 0 LORD, is Thee !

IV.

A LMIGHTY and everlafting GOD, who haft given unto

us thy fervancs, grace, by the confeffion of a true faith

to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the

power of the divine Majefty to worfhip the Unity ; we befeech

thee, that thou wouldft keep us ftedfaft in this faith, and

evermore defend us from all idverfitief, who livi.ft and reigncft

one GOD, world without end. Amen !

The Homily on Faith.

•

Not all the blood ef heajlt,

On Jewifh altanjlain,

Could give the guilty unfilentt p*acet

Or wajh away thejlain.

But CHRIST, the heavnly Lambi

Takes all our jins away ;

A facrifice of ntbler name,

And richer blood than they.

Myfaith would lay her hand

On that dear head cf thint)

While like a penitent Ijland,

And there cinfeft my fin. ,

M,
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Myfoul leaks bath to fee

The burdens thou didjl hear,

IVhen hanging on the curfed tree,

And hopes her guilt wot there.

Believing, we rejoice

To fee the curft remove ;

We blefi the Lamb with chearful voicet

Andfing his bleeding love.

V,

T ORD, we pray thee, "that thy grace may always prevent

and follow us; and make us continually to be given to

all good works, through JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen !

GRANT, we befeech thee, Almighty GOD, that the

words which we have heard this day with our outward cars.

may through thy grace be fo grafted inwardly in our hearts*

that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to

the honour and praife of thy name, through JESUS CHRIST

our LCRD. Amen .'

The Homily on Good Works.

Zion'; a garden walTd around,

Chofen, and made peculiar ground ;

A little /pot enclos'd by grace,

Out of the world's wide wildernefie

Lite fpiey trees, helievers ftand,

Planted by an Almighty hantf;

And all the fprings in Zion flow,

To make the rich plantation grow.

Awake, 0 heav'nly wind, and comef

£low on thy garden ofperfume ;

Spirit divine, defcend, and breathe

A gracious gale on plants heneath

Matt
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Make thou our fpices flow abroad,

A grateful incenfe to our GOD ;

Let faith end love andjoy appear,

And every grate he aflive here.

VI.

A LMIGHTY GOD, unto whom all hearts are open, ill

defires known; and from whom no fecret* are hid ;

cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts by the infpiration of thy

Holy Spirit, that we may perfedHy love thee, and worthily

magnify thy holy Name, through CHRIST our LORD.

Amen !

O LORD, who haft taught us, that all our doings without

charity are nothing worth ; fend thy Holy Ghoft, and pour

into our hearts that moft excellent gift of charity, the very

bond of peace and of all virtues, without which, whofoever

liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this, for thy only

Son JESUS CHRIST'S fake. Amen !

The Homily on Charity.

Come, dearejl LORD, defcend and dwell,

By faith and lovt, in ev'ry kreaft ;

Then jhall we know, and tafte, andfell,

Thejojs that cannot he exprefs'd.

Come, fill our hearts with inwardjhrmgtb,

Make our enlargedftuls pojjl-fs

And learn tie height, and breadeh and length

Ofthine unmeajurable

Now to the GOD whoft power can da

More than our thoughte or wijhes kn.iv,

Be everlafiing honours done,

By all the church, through CHRIST bis Sf» !

VOL. IV. Ff VII.

41
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VII.

LMIGHTYGon, who haft given us thy only be-

gotten Son to take our nature upon Htm, and as at

this time to be born of a pure virgin ; grant that we be

ing regenerate and made thy children by adoption and grace,

may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit, through our LORD

JESUS CHRIST, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the

famt Spirit, ever one GOD, world without end. Amen !

The Homily for the Nativity, &c.

Father, our hearts we lift

Up to thy gracious throne,

And blefs theefor the precious gift

Of thine incarnate Son.

The gift unfpeakable

Wt thankfully receive,

And to the world thy goodnefi tell :

Ob may we to thee five !

JESUs, the Holy Cbild,

Doth by his birth declare,

That GOD and man are reconciPd,

And one in Him ivt are.

Salvation, through his name,

To lff/i mankind is gmn,

And loud bis infant cries proclaim,

A peace 'twixt earth and heav'n.

Apeace on earth he brings,

IWi'ich never more jhall end;

The LORD cf ho/ls, the King o

Declares himfelf our friend ;

Affumet our flcjh and blood,

Angth the winder /can,

The evtrlofting Son of GOD,

The mortal Son cf man.

0 way we all receive

The new-horn Prince of Peace,
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And mciklj In bis Spirit live,

And in his iove increaje f

Till He convey us home,

Cry fifry foul aloud,

Come, thou defire of'nations; come,

And take us all to GOD.

VIII.

E ire chiefly bound to praife thee for thy Son JESUS

CHRIST our LORD : for he is the ve/y Pafchal Lamb,

which was offered for us, and hath taken away the fin of the

world ; who by his death hath deftroyed death, and by his

rifing to life again, hath reftored to us everlafting life. There

fore with angels and archangels, and with all the company

of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, ever

more praifing thee and faying, Holy, holy, holy, LORD Gori

of Hofts, heaven and earth arc full of thy glory. Glory be

to thee, O LORD moft high. Amen !

The Homily for Good Friday.

Tit thai pafs by, lelicld the Man,

The man ofgriefs condemn dfor you ;

The Lamb of QQV forftnners jlain,

Weeplng to Calvary purfue.

Hisfacred Limbs theyjlretch, they tear ;

With nails theyfoften to the wood

His facred Limbs, expos'd and bare.

Or only cover'd with his blood.

See there ! his temples crown'd with ihorftij

His bleeding hands extended wide,

Hisjlrtamingfeet transfxt and tornt

Thefountain guftiingfrom bisfidt.

Oh thoii dearfuffering Son

How doth thy heart tofinners move !

Help us to catch thy precious Hood,

Htlp us to taflt thy dying lave;
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The earifi could it btr centre quake,

Convulfd wbilft her creator Ayd;

O may our inmoft nature jhake,

And tow, with JESUS crucify d!

At thy loft gafp, the graves difplay'd

Their borran to the upper jkies ;

O that our fouls might burj} the jhade,

And, quicken'd by tby death, arift !

The rods couldfeel tby pow'rful death, »

And tremble, and afunder part ;

O rend with thy expiring breath

The harder marble of our heart !

IX.

A LMIGHTY GOD, who through thine only begotten

Son JESUS CHRIST, hath overcome death, and opened

unto us the gate of everlafting life ; we humbly befeech thec,

that as by thy fpecial grace preventing us, thou doft put

into our minds good defires ; fo by thy continual help we

may bring the fame to good effect, through JESUS CHRIST

our LORD, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy

Ghoft, ever one GOD, world without end. Amen !

The Homily for the RefurredHon.

Blefs'd morning, whofe firft dawning rays

Beheld our rifmg GOD ;

That faw him triumph t'er tbt dujl,

And leave his loft ahode !

In the cold prifan of a tomb,

The dead Redeemer lay ;

'Till the revolving jkies bad brought

The third, th' appointed day.

Hell and the grave unite theirferce

To hold out' GOD in vain;

The jUeping conqueror arofe,

And burft their feetle chain.

To
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To thy great name% dlinlghty LORD,,

Theftfacred hours we pay ;

And loud Hefannas jhall proclaim,

The triumph of the day.

Salvation and immortal pra'tfe

To cur vifloricus King;

Let heav'n, and earth, and rocks, andfeas,

IVitb glad Hofannas ring.

•

x.

/"< OD, who as at this time didft teach the hearts of thy

^^ faithful people, by fending to them the light of thy Holy

Spirit; grant us by the fame Spirit to have a right judg

ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy com

fort, through the merits of CHRIST JESUS our Saviour, who

liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the fame Spi

rit, one Goo, world without end. Ameu !

Homily on Whitfunday.

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we

fhould at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,

O LORD, Holy Father, Almighty, cverlafting GOD, through

JESUS CHRIST our LORD, according to whofe moft true

promife, the Holy Ghoft came down as at this time from hea

ven with a fudden great found, as it had been a mighty wind,

?n the likenefs of fiery tongues, lighting upon the Apoftles,

to teach them, and to lead them into all truth, giving them

both the gift of divers languages, and alfo boldnefs with fer

vent zeal, conftantly to preach the gofpel to all nations,

whereby we have been brought »ut of darknefs and error into

the clear light and true knowledge of thee, and of thy Son

JESUS CHRIST. Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify

thy glorious name, evermore praifmg thee and faying, Holy,

holy, holy, LORD GOD of Hofts, heaven and earth are full

of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O LORD moft .high.

Amen !

F f 3 Crcatir
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Creater Spirit, by whofe aid,

The world's foundations firjl were laid;

Come, vifit ev'ry waiting mind,

Come four thy jays on human-kind ;

Fromfin andforrowfet usfree.

And make us temples worthy thee,

O fource of uncreated heat,

The Father's prom'n'd paraclete !

Thrice holy fount, immortal fire.

Our hearts with heavenly love infpire ;

Come and thy facred unflion bring,

Tofanflify us, while we fing.

w •

Create all new, our wills controul,

Subdue the rehel in our foul ;

Chafefrom our minds th' infernal foe,

And peace, the fruit of faith, he/low j

And lejt again we go ajlray,

Protect and guide us in thy way.

Immortal honours, endlefs fame,

Attend th' Almighty Father's name ;

The Saviour Son he glorified,

Who for left Mans redemption dy'd;

And equal adoration he,

Eternal Comforter, ta tbfe I

PRAYERS
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I

PRAYERS.

A Prayer for ene dejiring andfeeking after the New-Birth.

BLESSED JESUs, thou haft told us in thy gofpel, that

unlefs a man be born again of the Spirit, and his righte-

oufnefs exceed the outward righteoufnefs of the fcribes and

pharifees, he cannot in anywife enter into the kingdom

of GOD. Grant me therefore, I befeech thee, this true

circumcifion of the heart ; and fend down thy bleffed Spirit

to work in me that inward holinefs, which alone can make

me rfteet to partake of the heavenly inheritance with the

faints in light.

Create in me, I befeech thee, a new heart, and renew a

right fpirit within me. For of whom fhall I feek for fuccour

but of thee, O LORD, with whom alone this is poffible f

LORD, if thou wilt, thou canft make me whole ! O fay unto

my foul, as thou didft once unto the poor leper, I will, be

thou renewed. Have campaffion on me, O LORD, as thou

once hadft on blind Bartimeus, who fat by the way- fide beg

ging-

LoRD, thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft what I would

have thee to do. Grant, LORD, that I may receive my fight ;

for I am conceived and born in Sin ; my whole head is fick,

ffly whole heart is faint ; from the crown of my head to the fole

of my feet, I am full of wounds and bruifes, and putrifying

feres ; and yet I fee it not. O awaken me, though it be

with thunder, to a fenfible feeling of the corruptions of my

fallen nature ; and for thy mercies fake, fuffer me no longer

to fit in darknefs, and the fhadow of death.

O prick me, prick me to the heart ! Dart down a ray of

that all-quickening light, which ftruck thy fervant Saul to

the ground ; and make me cry out with the trembling jailor,

« What fhall I do to be faved ?"

3 LORD
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LORD, behold I pray, and blufh, and am confounded that

I never prayed on this wife before.

But I have looked upon myfelf as rich, not confidering that

I was poor, and blind, and naked. I have trufted to my

own righteoufnefs. I flattered myfelf I was whole, and there

fore blindly thought I had no need of thee, O great phyfi-

cian of fouls, to heal my ftcknefs.

But being now convinced by tby free mercy1, that myown

righteoufnefs is as filthy rags ; and that he is only a true

chrjftian who is one inwardly ; behold with ftrong cryings

and tears, and groanings that cannot be uttered, I befeech

thee to vifit me with thy free Spirit, and fay unto thefe dry

Vones, Live.

I confefs, O LORD, that thy grace is thy own, and that

thy Spirit bloweth where he lifteth. And waft thou to deal

with me after my deferts, and reward me according to my

wickedneffes, I had long fmce been given over to a reprobate

mind, and had my confcience feared as with a red-hot iron.

?ut, O LORD, fince, by fparing me fo long, thou haft

fiiewn that thou wouldft not the death of a finner ; and Once

thou haft promifed, that thou wilt give thy holy Spirit to

thofe that afk, I hope thy goodnefs and long-fuffering is in

tended to lead me to repentance, and that thou wilt not turn

away thy face from me.

Thou feeft, O LORD, thou feeft, that with the utmoft

earneftnefs and humility of foul, I afk thy holy Spirit of thee,

auid am refolved in confidence of thy promife, who canft not

lye, to feek and knock, till I find a door of mercy opened

unto me.

LORD, fave me, or I perifh ; vifit, O vifit me with thy fal-

vation. Lighten mine eyes that I fleep not in death. O let

me no longer continue a ftranger to myfelf, but quicken me,

quicken me with thy free Spirit, that I may know myfelf,

even as I am known.

Behold, here I am. Let me do or fuffer what feemeth good

in thy fight, only renew me by thy Spirit in my mind, and

make me a partaker of the divine nature. So fhall I praifc.

thee all the days of my life, and give thee thanks for ever

in the glories of thy kingdom, O moft adorable Redeemer ;

to
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to whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed

all honour and praife, now and for evermore. Amen,

A Praytr for one newly awakened to a Senfe of tlit

Divine Life.

O Almighty and everlafting Father, who in the begin-,

ning fpake and it was done, faying, " L'et there be

light, and there was light ;" O moft adorable Redeemer,

who, when Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit, waft re

vealed as the feed of the woman, and didft in the ful-

nefs of time die an accurfed death to fave us from the guilt

and power of our fins, and thereby break the ferpent's head;

O blefled and eternal Spirit, who didft once move upon

the face of the great deep, who didft overfhadow the blefled

virgin, who didft defcend on the Son of GOD at his baptifm,

and didft come down after his afcenfion in fiery tongues upon

the heads of each of his apoftles ; O holy, blefled, and glo

rious Trinity, three perfons and one GOD, by whofe joint

confutation we were firft made, and into whofe name we

have been again baptized ; Accept my humble and hearty

facrifice of praife and (thankfgiving, for calling me out of

darknefs into thy marvelous light ; for quickening me when

dead in trefpafles and fins, and moving on the lace of my

polluted and difordered foul.

Thou haft promifed, O LORD, that thou wilt not quench

the fmoaking flax, or break the bruifed reed. And thou

haft told us, that thy Holy Spirit fhould be in us as a well

of water fpringing up unto eternal life. Finifh therefore, I

befeech thee, the good work begun in my foul, and now

thou haft called me, never let me lie down again in fin.

Thou feeft, O LORD, the good feed fown in my heart, is

but as yet as a very fmall grain of muftard-feed. O con

tinue to water, with the dew of thy heavenly bleffing, what

thy own right-hand hath planted, and it fhall become a

great tree.

Thou haft touched the eye of my mind by thy divine power,

and I fee men as trees walking. Let thy holy Spirit, by his

blefled influences, more and more remove the remaining fcales,

'till I at length fee all things clearly.

With



With fhame and confufion of face, O LORD, I confefs,

I am unworthy of this and all other i thy mercies. For I

have long fince done defpite to the Spirit of grace, crucified

the Son of GOD afrefh, and put him to open fbame. But do

thou, who art rich in mercy to all that call upon thee, in

faithfulnefs forgive me what is paft, and grant I may from

henceforward work out my falvation with fear and trembling,

fince thou haft fo gracioufly wrought in me both to will and

to do, after thy good pleafure.

I know, O LORD, that now thou haft begun to deliver me

out of my natural, and worfe than Egyptian bondage, I muft

e;cpect to pafs through a barren and dry wildernefs, that there

are lions in the way, that the fons of Anak are to be grappled

with, before I attain to the true fabbath of the foul.

But thou, angel of the everlafting covenant, who didft

fend thy miniftring fpirits to refcue righteous Lit, who ledcil

thy fheep by the hands of Mofes and Aaron, and didft ap

pear in a vifion to Ananias, commanding him to go and lay

his hands upon thy fcrvant Saul; fend me always a faithful

and experienced paftor, who may lead me by the hand, and

keep me from lingring in my fpiritual Sodom, by his prudent

directions under thee ; and preferve me from the fnares and

fury of my fpiritual adverfaries, which otherwife may overtake

and deftroy my foul.

O make me teachable like a little child. Convert my foul

and bring it low. Grant I may be willing to learn what

things I ought to do, and alfo may have power faithfully to

fulfil the fame.

Strengthen me, I befcech thee, by the holy Spirit, to cut

oft' a right-hand, to pluck out a right-eye, to lay afide every

weight, efpecially the fin that doth moft eafily belet me ; to

forfake father and mother, brethren and fillers, yea, and my

own life alfo, rather than not be thy difciple.

O fuffer me not to deceive my own foul by a partial refor

mation. Search me and try me, and examine my heart, and

let no fecret unmortified luft or paffion ever keep me from

life everlafting.

LORD, I am not my own : Thou tuft bought me with

the price of thy Son's moft precious blood.

fhou



Thou haft often required, and lo ! I rtow give thce rhy

heart, to the beft of my knowledge, without fecretly keeping

back the leaft part. For whom have I in heaven but thec,

and. what is there on earth that I can defire in comparifon of

thce I

O mould me into thy own moft blefled image, my LORD

and my GOD. Fill me with thy grace here, rit me for thy

glory hereafter. Even fo, LORD JESUS. Amen, and Amen.

A Prayerfar one under Spiritual Defertion.

OEVER blefled and moft compaffionate Redeemer,

who waft in all things tempted like as we are, fin

only excepted. O thou lover of fouls, who in the days of

thy flefh didft offer up ftrong cries and tears, and waft heard

in that thou fearedft. O thou reftorer of mankind, who waft

in fuch an agony in the garden, that thou didft fweat great

drops of blood, falling to the ground. O thou Almighty

High-Prieft, who, when through the eternal Spirit thou waft

about to make thy foul an offering for fin, waft deferred

of thy Father, and didft cry out, in the bitternefs of thj

foul, " My GOD, my GOD, why haft thou forfaken me."

O thou, who now fitteft at the right-hand of the Father,

continually to make interceffion for us, look down, I be-

feech thec, upon me, thy unworthy fervant ; for thou haft

turned away thy face, and lo ! I am troubled ; thou haft

taken off my chariot-wheels, and I drive heavily ; thou haft

permitted a cloud to overfhadow me, and an horrible darknefs,

fearfulnefs, and dread to overwhelm me, fo that my fpirit

would utterly fink within me, did I not believe thou wouldft

yet turn again and vifit me.

Father, if it be poffible, remove this horrible darknefs ;

but if my foul cannot be made perfect without it, thy holy,

thy blefled will be done. .

Lo here I am ! Deal with me as it feemeth good in thy

fight. Only let thy grace be fufficient for me ; and in the

midft of my agonies fend down, I befeech thee, an angel

from heaven to ftrengthen me.

LORD, thou knoweft that Satan hath defired to have me, that

he may fift me as wheat : O grant that my faith fail not.

Suffer,
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Suffer, O fuffei him not to get an advantage Over me, fat

thou art not ignorant of his devices. O let him not fo pre

vail against me, as to make me entertain hard thoughts of

thee, my moft loving Mafter, and compaffionate Redeemer.

For I know, thou of very faithful nefs haft caufed me thus to

be troubled, and doft afflict me for no other reafon, but to

make me partaker of thy holinefs.

Give me, O give me the fhield of faith, and enable me

to repel all the fiery blafphemous thoughts, which that

wicked one fhall, at any time, dart into my mind. Let

me drive them off, as carefully as Abraham did. the birds

that came to devour his facrifice. And oh ! let him never

tempt me to think, thou wilt impute them to me for fin.

LORD, thou only knoweft the prefent drynefs and barren-

nefs of my foul, and how liable i am to be tempted to fret

againft thee, and to feek pleafure in the creature when I can

find no fenfible fatisfaction in thee, my great Redeemer, who

art GOD, bldfed for ever. .

But, 1 befeech thee, keep my foul quiet and compofed,

and for thy mercy's fake, enable me only to take pleafure in

thee, and to fit down folitary in the bitternefs of my foul;

and patiently wait till I can draw comfort from thee, the

fountain of living waters, rather than hew out to myfelf

broken cifterns, that will hold no water.

Never, never let me fall out with any of thy ordinance?,

or think I do not pleafe thee in my holy duties, becaufe I

have no inward fenfible -pleafure in them myfelf.

Enable me to walk by faith, and not by fight, and to

feek thee in the ufe of all appointed means, though it be

forrowing ; being aflured, that after three days I fhall find

thee in the temple ; or that thou wilt make thyfelf known

unto me, by breaking of bread, or in fome other way.

LORD, I believe (help thou my unbelief) that I am notf

talking with thee, as certainly as Mary was, vrhen thou

didft converfe with her at the fepulehre ; though (he knew

it not. In thy due time reveal thyfelf again to me, as thou

didft to her, and let me bear the voice of my beloved.

Thou haft promifed, thou wilt not fuffer us to be tempted

above what we are able to bear, but wilt, with the tempta

tion, make a way for us to efcape, that we may be aWe to

kear
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bear it. Fulfil, O LORD, this thy promife ! And after I

hare fuffered a while, ftrengthen, eftablifh, fettle, and vifit

me, as thou didft thy fervant Abraham., when he returned

from the flaughter of the five Kings. .

LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon me;

reftore to me the joy of thy falvation ; and when my heart is

duly prepared, and humbled by thefe inward trials, grant me

a feeling pofleffion of thee, my GOD, for the fake of thy dear

Son JESUS CHRJST our LORD. Amen, Amen.

A Prayerfor one under the DIfpleafure of Relations, for heing

Religious.

BLESSED LORD, who haft commanded us to call upon

thee in the time of trouble, and thou wilt deliver us ;

and haft always fhewn thyfelf to be a GOD hearing prayer,

mighty and willing to fave ; hear me now, I pray thee, when

I call upon thee, for troubk is at hand.

Thou feeft, O LORD, how many of my brethren, accord

ing to the flefh, perfecute me for thy name's fake; fo that

I muft renounce them, or decline openly profeffing thee be-

• fore men.

But GOD forbid I fhould love father or mother, brethren

or fifters, more than thee, and thereby prove myfelf not

worthy of thee. No ! I have long fince given thee my foul

and my body ; fo, lo ! I now freely-give thee my friends alfo.

I now find by experience, that as it was formerly, fo it is

now. They that are born after the flefh, do perfecute thofe

that are born after the fpirit. Thou cameft not to fend peace

on earth, but a fword. And unlefs a man forfake all that he

hath, he cannot be thy dilciple.

Lo? I come to perform this part of thy will, O my GOD;

being aflured, that whofoever forfaketh fath&r or mother, bre

thren or Afters, houfes or lands, for thy fake, or the gofpel, fhall

receive a hundred-fold in this prefent life, with perfecution,

and in the world to come life everlafting.

I truft, O LORD, it is for thy fake alone, that I now make

an offering of the favour of my friends to thee; for thou

knowi.it, O LORD, how continually they cry out againft

me,
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hie, though 1 ain doing no more than thy holy

requires me to do.

But do thou, O bleffed Saviour, who faidft unto Peter^

" Get thee behind me Satan," enable me to flop my ears to

their falfe infmuations, charm they never fo fweetly ; for they

favour not the things that be of GOD, but the things that

be of men. And unlefs, O LORD, thou doft help, they will

be an offence unto me, and caufe me to deny the LORD that

bought me. .. i

Far be it from me, O LORD, to be furprized, becaufe of

thofc offences ; for thou haft long fince denounced woe againft

the world becaufe of offences ; and I find it is needful for

my foul, that fuch offences fhould come, to try what is in

my heart; and to try whether I love thee in deed and in

truth.

Bleffed, therefore, for ever bleffed be thy holy name, that

I am accounted worthy to fuffer for thy name's fake. O let

me rejoice, and be exceeding glad, that oiy reward fhaU be

great in heaven.

0 let me never regard any of their threatnings ; for when

my father and mother torlakc me, thou, O LORD, I am

allured, wilt take me up.

Take me, O take me into the arms of thy mercy ; for

henceforward know I no man after the fiefh ; and whofoevef"

doth the will of my heavenly Father, the fame fhall be my

brother, and filler, and mother.

1 know, O LORD, I know that this will expofe me to the

deriuon and perfecution of thole that are round about me.

But do thou, who didft feek for the poor beggar, after he

was caft out by the Jnuijh council, and didft reveal thyfelf

unto him, reveal thyfclf to me alfo, when my name is caft

out as evil by my friends and the world. Though they curfe,

yet blefs thou me, O LORD,' and enable me, I moft humbly

befeech thee, to pray for them, even when they moft defpite-

fully ufe me, and perfecute me. '' Father, forgive them, for

they know not what they do."

It is owing, O LORD, to thy free mercy alone, that I

have in any nicafure been enlightened to know thee and the

power of thy refurrection. O let the fame grace be fufficient

for
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for them alfo. and make thy almighty power to be known1

in their convcrfion.

Thou didft onci-, O blefled Saviour, magnify thy goodnef*

Jo turning thy fervant Paul, from a bitter perfecutorj to be

a zealous preacher of thy gofpel ; ''and madeft the trembling

jailor cry out, even to thofe whofe feet he had hurt in the

ftocks, " Sirs, what fhall I do to be faved ?"

Look down, therefore, I befeech thee, in pity and com-

paffion, on thofe of my own h'oufhold ; and after I am con

verted myfelf, make me or fome other peffon ihftrumental tci

Strengthen thefe my weak brethren ; that though we are now

divided amongft ourfelves, two againft three, and three againft

two, yet we may at laft, all with one heart and one mouth,

glorify thee, O LORD ; that thou mayeft come and abide with

us, and love us as thou didft Lazarus, Mary, and her After

Martha. Grant this, O Saviour, for thy infinite merits fake (

Amtn and Amen.

A Prayer f^r one entrujied with the Education of Children.

ODeareft JESUS, who gathereft thy lambs into tHy bofom,

and didft folemnly command thy fervant Peter, to feed

them ; grant I may fhew that I love thee more than all things,

by doing ds thou haft commanded him.

LORD, who am I, or what is in me, that thou fhould thus

•tout honour upon me, in making me any way inftrumental to

the preparing fouls for thee 7 O thou blefled Saviour, I have

fmncd againft heaven, and am no more worthy to be called thy

fon, much lefs to be employed in the fervice of thy children.

But fince thou haft been pleafed in me, to fhew forth all thy

inercy, and haft called me by thy good providence to this

blefled work, grant I may always remember, that the little

flock committed to my charge, are bought with the price of

thy own moft precious blood. And let it, therefore, be my

fcneat and drink, to feed them with the fincere milk of thy

word, that they may grow thereby.'

To this end, I befeech thee of thy free grace, firft to con

fer! my own foul, and caufe me to become like a little child,

that frorh an experimental knowledge of my own corruptions,

I may have my fpiritual fenfes exercifed, to difcern the firft

emotions of evil that may at any time arifc in their hearts.

G g Ogive
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O give me, I befeech thee, a difcerning fpirit, that I may

fcarch, and try, and examine the different tempers of their

fin-fick fouls; and, like a fkilful phyfician, apply healing or

conofive medicines, as their refpective maladies may require.

Gracious JLSUs, let punifhing be always my ftrange work;

and, if it be poffible, grant that they may be all drawn to

their duty, as I would be drawn myfelf, by the cords of love.

And when I am obliged to corredl them, grant it may not be

to fhew my authority, or gratify a corrupt pafTion, but purely

out of the fame motive from which thou doft correct us, to

make them partakers of thy holinefs.

O ! keep me, I befeech thee, from being angry without a

caufe : Permit me not rafhly to be provoked by the infirmities

and perverfenefs of their infant years ; but grant I may fhew

all long'fufrering towards them : And by exercifing fuch

frequent acts of patience and forbearance, grant I myfelf may

learn the meeknefs and gentlenefs of CHRIST.

O thou, who didft teach thy difciples how to pray, pour

down, I befeech thee, the Spirit of grace and fupplication

into their hearts, that at all times, and in all placet, they

may both defire and know how to call upon thee by fervent

prayeri

Father, info thy hands I commend my own and their,

fpirtts : Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi-

nefs, and blefs them from thy holy hill.

Keep them, O keep them unfpotted from the world; grant

they may fly youthful lufts, and remember thee, their Crea

tor, in the days of their youth. Train them up, I befeech thee,

in the way wherein they fhould go ; and when they are old,

let them not depart from it.

O thou, who didft fanctify Jeremiah from the womb, and

called ft young Samuel betimes, to wear a liancn ephod before

thee, fanctify their whole fpirits, fouls and bodies, and pre-

ferve them blamelefs, till the fecond coming of .our LORD

JESUS CHRIST. ,

O thou, who didft endue Solomon with grace, to chufe

wifdom before riches and honour; incline their hearts to make

the fame choice of thee, their only good; and may they always

renounce and triumph over the luft of the flefh, the luft of the

eye, and the pride of life. . t

Finally,
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Finally, do thou, O blefled JESUs, who at twelve years old

Waft found in the temple, fitting among the Doctors, both

hearing and afking them queftions, grant, that thefe children

may love to tread the courts of thy houfe, agd have their ears

bpened betimes, to receive the difcipline of wifdom; that fo,

if it be thy good plealure, to prolong the time of their pil

grimage, here on earth, they may fhine as lights in the world;

or, if thou feeft it beft, to bring down their ftrength in their

journey, arid to fhorten their days, they may be early fitted

by purity of heart, to fing eternal Hallelujah's to thee, the

Father, and the Holy Ghoft, in the kingdom of heaven for

tver. Grant this, O Father, for thy dear Son's fake; JESUS

CHRIST our LORD. Ammt Amen,

A Prayerfor a Perfin in Want.

OAii-powerful and gracious Gob, who didft bring water

out of a rock for the children of Ifrael, and water

Out of a jaw-bone to fuftain a thirfty Samfon ; who hadft

compaffion upon Hagar whe'n the was ready to perifh, who

fenteft ravens to feed Elijah, and doft feed the young ravens

who daily call upon t!:,\ , behold me, O LORD, who now

cry unto thee In great diftrefs.

I confefs, O LORD, I am unworthy of the crumbs which

fall from any rich man's table. Waft thou to deal with me

according to my deferts, I fhould now be lifting up my eyes

in torments. But in the midft of judgment, remember mercy.

Thou, O LORD, art the preferver of the body. Thou haft

declared, that godlinefs has the prorhifc of the life that now

is, and that if we feek fuft the kingdom of GOD and his

righteoufnefs, food and raiment fhall be added unto us. Fulfil

thefe promifes in me thy Unworthy fervant.

I behold the lillies of the field, they toil not, neither do thry

fpin ; wilt thou not feed me ? LORD, I believe ; O help my

unbelief! I am afhamed that I have fo little faith. LORD

JES(1s, thou Son of DaviJt I believe that thou wilt help me.

Only give me patience to wait till the hour appointed for

helping me$ is fully come. I know, in thy due time, thou

wilt turn my water into wine; and richly fupply all my wants.

Patiently let me tarry thy leifure. Never let me fret againft

G g 2 triee,
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tbee, my LORD. Though I am poor, let me not be tempted

to fteal ; but ftrengthen me, I befeech thce, againft Satan's

aflaults. Let me know, that man doth not live by bread

alone, but by every word that proceeded out of the mouth

of thee, my GOD. Though poor as Lr.zarus, yet, when I

die, let me be carried by angels into Abraham's bofom. And

however thou mayeft be pleated to deal with my body, LORD,

feed my foul, I befeech thee, with that bread which cometh

down from heaven. Though poor in this world, O let me

be rich in faith. Suffer me not to ftagger at thy promifes

through unbelief. Let the poverty of my body be a means

of humbling my proud heart. O let me not be aih'amed of

my low eftate, fince thou, O LORD, didft not difdain to let

women minifter to thee of their fubftance, and badft not

where to lay thy head. Help me to fanctily thee my LORD

GOD in my heart, and bring me fafe at laft to thy heavenly

.kingdom* through JESUS CHRIST, my only Advocate and

Redeemer. Amen.

A Prayer lefore Singing ef PfalntSi

O Almighty GOD, who out of the mouths of babes arid

fjcklings haft perfected praife^ open our mouths; that

our lips may fhew forth thy praife. Let our fouls be filled as

With marrow and fatnefs, and out of the abundance of oor

hearts, let our mouths fpeak. Enable us to fing with the

fpirif, as well as with the underftanding, and to make melody

in our hearts unto fliee, O LORD. O let us rejoice in thee

evermore, and help us to fliew forth our thankfulness not

only with our lips, but in our lives ; and from praifmg thee

here, LORD grant we may, at the hour of death, be transited

to join with angels arid archangels, and the fpirits of juft men

made perfect, to praife thee eternally hereafter. Even foy

LORD JESUs, Amen and Amen.

A Prayerfor One hefore he gees to bis Lahour.

O All-gracious, and ever-blefled LORD GoDi who, wheft

thou hadft placed the firlt man in the garden of /•'<••,

didft command him to drefs it, and after he had eaten the for

bidden fruit, didft impofe this as a part of the divine curfe

' ' upon

I
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upon him, that he fhould eat his bread by the fweat of his

brows : O moft adorable Jtsus, who thyfelf didft work at the

trade of a carpenter, and, haft by an Apoftle, commanded all

to abide in the vocation wherewith they are called by thec, 0

profper thou my handy-work.

BehoM, in obedience to thy command, I now go forth ttj

labour for the meat which perifheth. O let me do it with -.\

fmgle eye to thy glory, and fuffer me never to forget to fecure

that meat which endureth to everlafting life. Let me not be

fo cumbered about the many things of this life, as to neglect

the one thirtg needful. O let me walk with thee all the day

long ; and though my body be on earth, LORD let my heart

and affections be fixed on thee in heaven, and preferve me, I moft

humbly befeeth thee, in my going out and coming in, from this

time forth and for evermore. Do thou, who didft appear to

the difciples when they were fifhing and mending their nets,

manifeft thyfelf unto me, when employed in the bufinefs of

my lawful calling. Do thou, who calledft Matthew from

the receipt of cuftom, call me effectually by thy grace. Grant,

O LORD, that I may not ftand any of my time idle, but be

Continually improving my talent, that whether I live, I majr

live unto thee, or whether 1 die, I may die unto thee, Q

LORD ; fo that whether living or dying, I may be thine. O

never let me be like the unjuft fteward, afhamed to dig. Suffer

tne not to be flothful in bufinefs, but grant I may be always,

fervent m fpirrt, ferving thec, O LORD. Lift up my hands

when they hang down ; ftrengthen, O ftrengthen my feeble

knees, let not the fun burn me by day, nor the moon hurt

me by night. Provide for me to-day, and keep me from being

folicitoufly careful for the morrow : and after the labour of

this troublefome world is over, tranflate me, O LORD, toge

ther with all thy faithful fervants, to that happy place, where

we (hall enjoy an everlafting reft, with thee O Father, with,

thee O Son, and with thee O Holy Ghoft ; to whom, as three

perfons, but one GOD, be afcribed, as is moft due, by angels,

and archangels, cherubim and feraphim, by things on heaven,

and things on earth, all honour, power, might, majefty and

dominion, now and for evermore. Amen and Amen.

A Pray*.
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A Prayer for a Rich Man.

O Sovereign and all-bopntiful LORD GOD, who makeft

poor, and makeft rich, and doft govern all things both,

in heaven and earth, accept my unfeigned facrifice of praile

and thankfgiving, for giving me all things richly to enjoy.

What a.m I, D LORD, what is in, me, that I (Lou! j have

bread enough and to fpare, whilft fo many are ready to perifh

with hunger ? Not my merit, O LORD, but thy mercy ; not

my forefight, but thy fovereign good-will and pleafure has

rnade me thus to differ from, and hath exalted me above my

brethren. O let nqt my profperity deftroy me ; but as thou

haft made me rich in this world's goods, for thy infinite

rncrcy's fake, make me rich towards thce, rich in faith and

good works. Suffer me not, O LORD, to fay unto gold, thou,

art my hope, or unto the fine gold, thou art my confidence,

Let me not trull in uncertain riches, but in thee, the ever-

living GOD. Let me not lay up for myfelf treafures on earth,

where moth and ruft do corrupt, and where thieves break

through and fteal ; but grant I may lay up treafures in heaven,

where neither moth arid ruft do corrupt, nor thieves break

through and fteaj.

I know, O LORD, that this is impoffible with man, and

that it is eafier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than

for a rich, man to enter into thy kingdom. But, Abba, Father,

all things are poffible with thee ! Enable me, therefore, by

the all-fufficiency of thy grace, to fell all things in affection,

to deny myfelf, take up my crofs, and follow thee every day.

Give me that faith which overcometh the world. Grant that

I may not indulge myfelf in the luft qf the eye, and the pride

of life, or make provifion for theflefh to fulfil the luft thereof.

LORD, let me be given to hofpitality. When thy difciples

are fick, incline me, O LORD, to go to fee them ; when they

are in prifon, grant I may not be afhamed to yifit them ; when

they are ftrangers, may I take them in ; when naked, may

I cloath them ; when hungry, may I feed them ; when thirfty,

may I give them drink ; may I be eyes to the blind, and feet

to the lame, a father to the fatherlefs, and caufe the widow's

heart to leap for joy. May I be a follower of thee, O lowly

JESUS, who though thou waft rich, yet for our fakes didft be

come
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come poor, and cameft not to be miniftered unto, but to mi-

nifier. O let me ever remember thy words, and count it

more blefled to give than to receive. And, as I am like a city

built upon a hill, grant that my light may fo fhine before

men, that they feeing my good works, may glorify my Father

which is in heaven. Let my afte&ions, O LORD, be fet on

things above, and not on things of the earth. Let my conver-

fation be in heaven, and grant I may ufe the world, as though I

ufed it not. Make me a faithful Howard of thy manifold gifts,

0 GOD, and grant I may not make friends of the accurfed

mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that when my natural life fails,

thy blefled angels may carry me into everlafting habitations, and

1 may receive that blefled fentence, " Well done, thou good

and faithful fervanr, enter thou into the joy of thy LORD." Or,

if thou pleafeft, O LORD, for my trial, to order that my

riches fliould take themfelves wings, and fly away, grant I

may learn how to want, as well as how to abound, and fay,

with thy fervant °Jobt " The LORD hath given, the LORD

hath taken away : blefled be the name of the LORD." Hav

ing nothing, may I learn to pofiefs all things in thec ; and in

whatfoever ftate I am, make me therewith content. May I

always behave as a ftranger and pilgrim upon earth, and when

my appointed time is come, may I not need, like the rich

fool in the gofpel, to have my foul required of me, but chear-

fully give up the ghoft, and be tranflated to join with Alra-

bam, Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the other fpirits of juft men

made perfect, to praife thee for ever and ever. Grant this,

O Father, for thy dear Son's fake JESUS CHRIST our LORD.

Amen, and Amen,

A Prayer for a Servant.

OThou high and lofty one, who inhabiteft eternity, yet

art pleafed to dwell with the humble heart : O blefled

JESUS, who haft made of one blood, all nations under heaven,

with whom there is no refpedl of perfons, and who in the

days of thy flefh didft go down to heal a centurion's fick fer

vant ; have mercy, l befeech thee, on me, even me, alfo a

poor fervant. Stretch forth the right hand of thy power, to

heal all the difeafes of my fin-fick foul, and enable me by thy

.Hojy Spirit, faithfully to difcharge the feveral duties of that

vocation, whereto 1 am called by thee. ttive me grace, I

G g 4 moft
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irioft humbly befeech thee, to obey my maftet, according to

the fa-ill, in all things ; not with eye-fervice, as a man-

pleafer, but with finglenefs of heart, as unto CHRIST ; know

ing, that whatfocver any man doth, the fame he fhall receive

pf the LORD, whether he be bond or free.

Make my obedience to my mafter on earth, like that which,

the holy angels pay to thee in heaven. When I am com

manded to go, may I go ; when I am required to come, may

1 come ; whatfoever I am bid to do agreeable to thy will, may

I do it heartily, as unto the LORD, and not unto men. But

if at any time, O LORD, to try what is in my heart, thou

fhouldft permit me to be tempted to do any wickednefs, O give

pie grace, as thou didft Jofeph, patiemly to fubmit to a prifon.

and to death itfelf, rather than fin againft thee, my GOD \

knowing that it is thank-worthy, if a man for confcience to-

yrards GOD, endure grief, fuffering wrongfully. Enable me,

(0 LORD, to fhew good fidelity in al! things committed to my

charge. Do thou, who blefledft Abraham's fervant, when he

went to take a wife for his mafter's fon Ifaac, fo blefs me in,

all my mafter's bufinefs, that he may fee, as Potipbar d'.d, that

the LORD maketh all that I do to profper in my hands.

Keep, O LORD, alfo the door of my lips, that I offeijd a(

no time with my tongue ; let a falfe tongue be far from me,

and let me never lie unto my mafter, as Gebazi did. O let no

ifuch unfaithfulnefs cleave unto me ; left by being a partaker

with him in his crime, I partake alfo in his punifhment.

Bridle alfo my tongue from ever anfwering again : may all

fullennefs and peeyifhnefs of temper be put away from me,

with all paffion : may I learn of thee, O holy JESUS, to be

meek and lowly in heart ; O make me patient of reproof,

•willing to be taught, and fubject with all fear and godly re

verence, not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the fro-

\v\: J. Or if ever, through the weaknefs of the flefh, I fliouM

^offend in this point, as Hagar did againft Sarah, enable me,

1 befeeeh thee, immediately to repent and to return again to

my obedience. Grant alfo, O LORD, I may behave holily

and unblameably to my fellow-fervants : let no corrupt com

munication, nor foolifh talking or jeftiirg, which is not con

venient, at any time come out of my mouth, but rather

giving of thanks : may our converfation be always feafoned

with
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vith the fait of thy holy word, and fuch as may tend to the

edifying one another.

Endue us all with that charity, which hideth a multitude

qf faults ; and if ever, O LORD, thy glory fhould call me to

bring up an ill report to my mafter againft any of my fellow-

fervants, which, I befecch thee, of thy mercies, I may never

have occafion to do ^ grant it may be done with gentlenefs

and companion, not to infmuate myfelf into my mafter's fa

vour, but to prevent them finning againft thee, and thereby

ruihing, their own fouls. Keep us, we befeech thee, from

ftriving among ourfelves, as Abraham's and Lot's herdfmen

did, about any of the concerns of this life ; but grant we 'may

be always provoking each other to love and to good works.

Preferve u«, we befecch thee, from envying one another,

either the favour of our mafter, or any bleffing whatfoever.

Let us not feek our own, but each our brother's welfare, as

members of the fame body, as difciples of the fame LORD.

When one of us fuffers, let all fuffer ; when one rejoices, lot

all of us rejoice with him. Make us pitiful and tender-hearted

to each other ; and if at any time we fhould have a quarrel,

(enable us, O LORD, immediately to forgive one another,

even as thou, GOD, for CHRIST'S fake, haft forgiven us.

Finally, O LORD, endue us with a deep humility, that

we may in brotherly love prefer one another, and in lowlinefs

of mind each of us efteem his brother better than himfelf. Q

bear all our prayers for our mafter, and grant that he and his

houfhold may faithfully ferve thee, our LORD. O make bin}

as devout as CorntHu;, and us, like the foldiers that waited

upon him, devout alfo. That thus adorning thy hely gofpel

in all things, we may, at thy fecond coming to judge the

world, be rewarded according as we have improved the diffe

rent talents which .we have received from thee, O glorious

Redeemer, who liveft and reigneft with the Father and the

Holy Ghoftj ever one GOD, world without end. jtnun,

Amen.

4 Prayerfor a poor Ntgrae.

O Righteous Father, who haft made of one blood all na

tions under heaven, and with whom there is no refpeft

of perfons, look down from heaven on me a miferable finner.

And
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And as thou hadft once compaffion on the eunuch of the

(.Jueen of Candace, a negroe like myfelf, O LORD, let thy

mercy be (hewn in like manner upon me. O fend fome one

to teach me the faying knowledge of JESUS CHRIST. Behold

I am foolifh ; LORD, make me wife unto falvation. LORD, I

am poor, do thou enrich me by thy Spirit. LORD, I am

miferable in myfelf, O make me happy in thee. LORD, I am

naked, O cloath my poor foul with the righteoufnefs of thy

beloved fon JESUS. Bleffed be thy name, for bringing me

over into a chriftian country. O LORD, let me not come in

yain. Make me willing in the day of thy power, and for thy

mercy's fake, reveal thy dear Son in me. Shew me what it is

to be born again of thy Spirit, and let JESUS be my wifdom,

righteoufnefs, fan&ification, and redemption. .Let me know,

Q Father of lights, how I have died in Adam, and how I muft

be made alive in CHRIST. Make me contented with my

condition, knowing, O LORD, that thou baft placed me in

it. Let me never be tempted to rebel again ft my mafter or

niiilrds ; and enable me to be obedient not only to the good

and gentle, but alfo to the froward. LORD, keep the door of

my lips, that I may not offend with my tongue. Keep my

hands from picking and ftealing, and fuffer me not to behave

unfeemly on the LoRo's-day. Blefs my mafter and miftrefs,

and my labours for their fake. Blefs the Governor, and all

that bear rule in this province, and grant that we may live

under them in all godlinefs and honefty. Have mercy on my

poor countrymen : LORD, fuffer them no longer to fit in

darknefs, and in the fhadow of death. Arife, thou Son

of Righteoufnefs, arife with healing under thy wings.

Lighten our darknefs, we befeech thee, O LORD, and let us

know the truth as it is in JESUS. Grant I may be truly COHT

verted myfelf, and then, if it be thy blefled will, enable me,

O LORD, to ftrengthen my poor brethren. O take us poor

negroes for thine inheritance, and blefs all thofe who endea

vour to teach us thy will. Profper, O LORD, the work of

their hands upon them, O proiper thou their handy-work.

Grant they may turn thoufands and ten thoufands of us to

righteoufnefs, and fhine as the ftars in the firmament for ever

and ever. May we be their joy and crown of rejoicing in the

tiay of the LORD JESUS, and join with them for ever and ever

ift
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jn fmging praifes to thec, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,

to whom, as three perfons, but one GOD, I defire to give all

praife, now and for evermore. Even fo LORD JESUS, Ament

and Amen.

A Prayer for a Perfon btfore he goes a Journey.

GOD of Abraham, GOD of Jfaac, and GOD of Jacob)

who leddeft the people through a wilderqefs by a cloud

by day, and a pillar of fire by night ; and didft guide the wife

men, on their journey tojerufaltm, by a flar in the eaft; give

thy angels charge concerning me thy unworthy fervant, that

I may not fo much as hurt my foot againft a ftone. Keep

me, O GOD, keep me on my journey, and fuffer me n,ot to

fall among robbers. JESUS, thou good Samaritan, take care

of, fupport, defend, and provide for me. Behold, I go out

by the direction of thy providence ; LORD, therefore, let thy

prefence go along with me, and thy Spirit fpeak to my foul,

when I am journeying a!onirby the way-fide. O let me know

that I am not alone, becaufe my heavenly Father is with me.

feeep me from evil company, or, if it be thy will I fhould

meet with any, give me courage and freedom, O LORD, to

difcourfe of the1 things concerning the kingdom of GOD.

And O 'that thou wouldft let me meet with fome of tny own

dear children ! O that thou wouldft be with us, as with

the difciples at Emmaus, and caufe our hearts mutually to

burn with love towards thee, and one another ! Provide for

me proper refrefhment, and wherever I lodge, be thou con-

ftrained, O GOD, for thy own name's fake, to lodge with

me. 'Teach me, whether at home or abroad, to behave as a

ftranger and. pilgrim upon earth. Preferve my houfhold and

friends in my abfence, and grant that I may return to them

again in peace. Enable me patiently to take up every crofs

that may be put in my way. Let me not be weary and faint

in my mind. Make, O LORD, right" paths for my feet,

enable me to hold out to the end of the race fet before me,

and, after the journey of this life, tramlate me to that blefled

place, where the wicked one will ceafe from troubling, and

my weary foul enjoy an everlafting reft with thee, O Father,

Son, and blefled Spirit ; to whom, as three perfons, but one

GOD, be afcribed all poffible power, might, majefty, and do-

rninion, now and for evermore. Amtn,

2 A Prayer
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A Praytrfor a Perfott at the Beginning of a Sickneft.

O Almighty and everlafting GOD, with whom alone are

the iflues of life and death, who doft wound and doft

heal, who killed and makeft alive, who bringeft down to the

grave, and lifteft up again, and haft commanded us to call

upon thee in the time of trouble, and thou wilt deliver us,

ftretch forth, I befeech thee, the right hand of thy majefty on

high, and fave me from the power of this prefent ficknefs,

which otherwife will deftroy my life. Have companion on

me, as thou hadft on Peter's wife's mother, when fhe lay fick

of a fever. Rebuke my diftetnper, and grant it may leave me.

Speak the word, O LORD, and thy Cervant fhall be whole.

It is but for thee to fay, Go, and it fhall go : for I believe,

LORD, that thou art the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever.

JESUs, thou fon of David, have mercy upon me. By thine

agony and bloody fweat, by thy crofs and paffion, by thy

precious death and burial, by thy glorious refurrection and

afcenfion, and by the coming of the Holy Ghoft, good LORD

deliver me from my prefent approaching illnefs. Behold, to

thee I fly for fuccour. In obedience to thee, do I give place

fo the phyfician. But I know that I may wafte all my fubftance,

and fhall not grow better, but rather the worfe, unlefs thou,

O great Phyfician, who, in the days of thy flefh, didft give

fight to the blind, and reftore ftrength to the lame, and didft

cure the woman of the bloody iflue, doft alfo recover me from

piy ficknefs. Do thou, therefore, who didft blefs a bunch of

figs to the recovery of Hezekiab, fanctify the means that fhall

be made ufe of to my recovery. O let me not, like dfa, feck

only to the phyfician, but depend on thee, O LORD, for a

bleiftng. Or, if the decree be gone forth that I muft die,

grant, O LORD, I may fet my houfe and heart in order, and

though thou killeft me, let me put my trait in thee. Into

thy hands I commend my fpirit : though worms deftroy my

body, yet grant, that in my flefh I may fee thee my GOD.

If it be thy will, let this ficknefs not be unto death, but

fpare me yet a little longer, that I may recover my fpirituij

ftrength before I go hence, and am no more feen. If thou

feeft it beft, let this affliction immediately pa.fs from me. Nc-

ycrthclefi,
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verthelefs, not as I will, but thy will be done. Only fweeten

it, O LORD, with a fenfe of thy love, and ftrengthen me

with thy mighty power in the inner man. Let thy grace be

fufficient for me. Magnify thy ftrength in my weaknefs, and

under the fhadow of thy almighty wings, let my foul take

refuge till this day of thy vifitation be overpaft. Shew me,

O LORD, wherefore thou contendeft with me. For I know

of very faithfulnefs thou haft caufed me to be thus troubled.

Make thou my bed in my ficknefs, and let thy rod as well

as thy ftaff, comfort me. In patience, grant I may poffefs

my foul. And though this affliction at prefent be not joyous,

but grievous ; yet grant, O LORD, I may be fo exercifed

thereby, that it may bring forth in me the peaceable fruits of

righteoufnefs. Let tribulation, O LORD, work patience, pa

tience experience, experience hope, even that hope which

maketh not afhamed, and whereby thy love, O GOD, may be

fhed abroad in my heart. Give me, O LORD, in this, and

in every thing to give thanks, and enable me to fuffer, as well

as to do thy will, even like the angels in heaven. O I fat

thine infinite mercy's fake, let not Satan get any advan

tage over me, by tempting me to charge thee foolifhly. Let

not fuch a wretch as I am, ever complain for this punifhment

of my fin, knowing that I receive the due reward of my

crimes. O fuffer me not to cry out with wicked Cain, " My

" punifhment is greater than 1 can bear ;" but let me fanchfy

thee ihe LORD GOD in my heart, and rejoice in this tribu

lation, knowing that whom thou loveft thou chafteneft, and

fcourgefl every fon whom thou receiveft. Blefied be thy name

O LORD, that thou haft not yet given me over to a reprobate

inind. BlefTed be thy name, that thou haft not curfed

me, as I moft juftly deferve, as thou didft the barren fig-

tree. Bleffed be thy name, that thou ftill doft condefcend

to dig and dung round me. O purge, purge me for thy

mercy's fake, and grant that I may henceforward bring forth

fruit unto thee. O let me not forget this day of my vifitation:

and if it be thy good pleafure, that I fhall not die, but live,

grant that I may conffantly declare thy works, O LORD.

Wli-never I am cleanfed, let me immediately return and give

thanks. With thy fcrvant Hizekiah^ may I go up into thy

boufe, O LORD, and pay thee my rows, which I now make

I whiift
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whilft I am in trouble. Suffer me to fin no more, left a virorfe

evil befal me : and as thou waft pleated to reveal thyfelf in

the temple to the poor man, whom thou didft cure in the

days of thy flefh, be pleafed, for thy mercy's fake, to reveal

thyfelf to me. Then fhall I fhew forth my thankfulnefs, not

only with my lips, but with my life, by giving myfelf up to

thy fervice, who didft die for our fins, and rife again for our

juftification ; to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft,

be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen<

A Prayer for a Woman lately married it a helieving Hie/band.

EVERLASTING Father, who didft make Eve out of

the rib of Adam, and didft give her to him to wife, acA

cept my thanks for calling me to the marriage-ftate, and blef-

fing me with a hufband fearing thee. O, for thy mercy's fake;

make me a help meet for him. Grant, as Sarah called Abra

ham, fo I may call and honour him as my lord. Let me al

ways remember, I am the weaker veflel, that man was firft

made, and not woman, and fuffer me not at any time to ufurp1

authority over him. O let me always take heed to reverencei

and be in fubjection to my hufband ; and let not my adorning

be the outward adorning of plaiting the hair, or of wearing of

gold, or of putting on fine apparel, but let it be the hidden

man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the

ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of

thee, my GOD, of great price. O let me be grave, difcreet;

chafte, a keeper at home. Suffer me not to be a bufy-body,

or to_wander about from houfe to houfe. Keep me from be

ing a tatler, fpeaking the things which I ought not. And if

thou doft blefs me with children, LORD, teach me to guide

them in the right way, and manage my houfe with fuch

meeknefs and wifdom, that I may give no occafion to the

adverfary to fpeak reproachfully. Though in the marriage-

ftate, enable me, O LORD, to fcrve thee without diffraction,

and let me never be fo cumbered about the many things of

this life, as to neglect the one thing needful. ' May I with

Mary, continually fit at thy feet, and learn of thee, O Jfisusy

to be meek and lowly in heart. Keep me from being a fnare

to my hufband. Make me willing to part with him whenfo-1

ever thou fhalt call him from me. Into thy hands, O Loar>,

1 com-
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I commend both our fpirits, fouls and bodies. O fanctify us

throughout, and let our feed be blefled. O let our marriage-

bed be undefiled, and give us to live together as heirs of the

grace of GOD, that our prayers be not hindered. Help us to

love one another, like thee and thy church. Give us freedom

to pray with and for each other, and grant I may be the

glory of my hufband, as the church is the glory of thee my

Saviour. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, according to the

multitude of thy mercies in JESUS my Redeemer ; to whom,

with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, I defire here and here

after to afcribe all power, might, majefty, and dominion, for

ever and ever. Ame'n, and Antm.

A Prayerfor a Man, canvinced that it if his Duty to marry, fur

Direttinn in the Choice of a Wife.

O Almighty, ever-living GOD, who, after thou hadft made

all things out of nothing, and man after thy own divine

image, didft fay, " It is not good that man fhould be alone, I

will make him an help meet for him ;" look down, O LORD,

on the work of thine own hands, and hearken to the voice of

my humble requeft. O LORD, chufe a help meet for me. Thou

LORD, art acquainted with my wants. Thou didft once

chufe a Rehecca for Ifaac. Thou art the fame to-day as thou

waft yefterday. Blefs me, even me alfo, in like manner, O

my Saviour. Suffer me not, O LORD, to be unequally yoked

with an unbeliever. O let me not be in tlje number of the

fons of GOD, who faw the daughters of men, that they were

fair, and took them wives of all which they thole. LORD,

do thou chufe for me, and direct me to a child of thine own,

adorned with a meek and quiet fpirit. O fuller me not to fall

by the hand of a woman. For, LORD, thou knoweft I defire

to take a wife, not for lull, but uprightly ; therefore, merci

fully ordain, that I may have one after thy own heart. When

I marry, let it be only in and for thee, O LORD. Let not

luft or pyJlion pervert or blind my eyes ; but, LORD, give me

to watch unto prayer, and let thy providence point out the

perfon thou haft appointed for me. Thou didft direct Abra

ham's fervant; LORD, for thy mercy's fake, direct me. Be

hold, I call thee, O blefled JESUs, to my marriage. Direct

me. i .
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me alfo, when I confult my friends, thy difciples. O blefsl

their advice unto me in this important change of my life, and

let all know my marriage is of thee, my GOD. All which I

humbly bfg in thy name, and through thy merits, O blefled

Lamb of GOD, thou heavenly bridegroom of thy church, to

whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be all honoui1

and glory, now and for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

A Prayer 'for a Woman, dejtring Direflion of GOD, after an

Offer of Marriage is 'made to her.

FOUNTAIN of light and life, who haft promifed td

hear the petitions of them that afk in thy dear Son's

name, look down on me thy poor handmaid, and anfvrer my

requeft, for thy infinite mercy's fake. LoRfl JESUS, thoii

kiiowdt all things, thou knoweft that I love thee, and defire

only to live unto thee. Shew me, O LORD, fhew me, fof thjr

tnercy's fake, what thou wouldeft have me to do. I fee, O

LORD, the advantages of a fingle life, and that I can now1

care only for the things of the LORD, and ferve thee without

diftraction. If thou feeft this ftatc bcft for my foal, O give me

power over my own will; and never fuflrer me to know man.

But fmce thou haft declared that " Marriage is honourable irt

all;" if thou feeft that ftate beft for me, LORD, fhew me

whom thou haft chofen for me. Behold, thy handmaid is now

invited to the marriage-ftate, and thou alone knowtft the

heart of him Who offers to be my hufband. O fuffer me not

to deceive my own foul ; watch, O LORD, watch over and

influence my deceitful heart. O let me fee the tokens of thy

will; before I give a determinate anfwer. Suffer me not to

jay, I will go with him, until I plainly fee this propofal is of

thee, my GoO. Influence my relations hearts, as thou diJ/f

influence the hearts of Rehecca's friends ; and if it be thy will

1 fhould be joined with this thy fervanf, O let me love hhri

Only in thee, and for thee, to the glory of thy great name,'

and the falvation of both our immoital fouls, through JESUS

CHRIST our Lord. Even fo, LORO JESUS, Amen, and Amtn.

A Prayer



A"Prayerfir Terfons in a Storm at Seai

DEAREST LORD, and ali-pbwerful Redeemer, whii

waft praying on the mountain, whilft thy difciples

Were toiling and rowing all night, and the wind was contrary;

who didft alfo appear by night to thy fervant Paul in a fhip-

wreck, faying, " Fear not, Paul, for GOD has given dice

all the fouls that fail with thee ;" mercifully look upon us,

who are now expofed to the fame danger. Say unto pur fouls,

" It is I ; be not afraid ;" and to the winds, " Peace, be

ftill;" and immediately there fhall be a great calm. '

Save, LORD, or we perifh ; for the waves rage horribly.

Thou haft fent forth thy word, and the waters flow. O let

not the deep fhut her mouth upon us, and fuffer not the wa

ter-floods to fwallow us up !

We know, O LORD, for what caufe this evil is come upon

us. We have not feared thce, the GOD of heaven, who

madeft the fea and dry land, as we ought. Therefore we

are exceedingly afraid, left thou fhouldft not deliver us in this

needful time of trouble.

But O thou who didft once hear Jonah, when he cried unto

thee out of the belly of the fifh, though he was fleeing from

thy prefence, hear us alfo for thy mercy's fake. For thou

haft caft us into the deep, into the midft of the feas, the floods

are compaffing us about, and thy billows and waves are paffing

over us. Save our lives from deftru&ion, O LORD our GOD,

and let us yet lift up our hands unto thee in thy holy temple.

But if the decree be gone forth, that our bodies muft now

perifh and fee corruption, thy blefled will be done. Only

grant, O LORD, that our fouls may be precious in thy fight,

and that we may be preferved from the ftorm of thy everlaft-

ing anger ; fo that when the voice of the archangel fhall

found, and the trump of GOD command the fea to give up

its dead, we may rife to life immortal, through him who

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoft, one Guoa

now and for ever. Amen, and Amen.

VOL. IV. Hh Jlllantf



A Thankfglv'ing for a fafe Arrival after a V.yagt.

ALMIGHTY and gracious LORD GOD, who art good*

and doeft good, who fendeft thy rain on the juft and

on the unjuft, and caufeft thy fun to fhine on the evil and on

the good ; we thy unworthy fervants humbly befeech thee,

that thou wouldft open our lips, and enlarge our hearts, to

(hew forth thy praife, for letting us fee thy wonders in the

deep, and for leading us through the fea, as on dry land, and

bringing us to the haven where we would be.

'O do thou, who didft infpire Mofts and the children of

Ifracl to fing a fong unto thee, when thou broughteft them

up out of the Red-fea, open our lips, O LORD, that our

mouths may fhew forth thy praife : for thou art our ftrength

and our fong, and art become our falvation. Thy right hand

is become glorious in power. Who is like unto thee, O GOD*

glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, doing wonders f Praife

the Lokb, O our fouls, and may all that is within us praife

his holy name.

We have feen thy paths in the great waters, and thy pro

vidence and power hath alone preferved us, othcrwife the

deep had long fmce overwhelmed us, and the waters gone

ever our fouls. It is thy arm, O LORD, alone hath brought

us this falvation. O that we may therefore praife thee for thy

goodnefs, and declare the wonders that thou haft fhewn to us,

the unworthieft of the, children of men.

LORD, let us never be unmindful of thy manifold mercies,

but enable us to pay thee the vows we made thee when we

were in trouble. O keep usi keep us, we befeech thee, un-

fpotted from the world into which thou art fending us. Grant

we may not turn thy grace into wantonnefs, but hencefor

ward walk fo holy, and unblameably in all manner of coaver-

fation and godlinefs, that after we have pafTed the waves of

this troublefome world* we may arrive at the haven of eternal

reft, which thou haft prepared for all that love our LORD

Jksus in iincerity. Grant this, Q Father, for thy dear Son's

fake JESUS CHRIST our Saviour. Ament and Amen.

APray*
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A Prayer for a Sailor.

OThou GOD of the fea and dry land, who in thy ftreng'tri

fetteft faft the mountains, and art girded about with

power, who clafpeft the winds in thy fift, and holdeft the

waters in the hollow of thy hand, who deckeft thyfelf with

light, as with a garment, who fpreadeft out the heavens like

a curtain, who telleft the number of the ftars, and calleft therrt

all by their names, who haft fet bounds to the fea which it

cannot pafs,"and haft faid, Hitherto fhall ye come and no far

ther, and here fhall 'your proud waves be flayed : O thou,

who haft made Pleiades, Orion, and ArElkrus, who layeft the

beams of thy chambers in the waters, who makeft the clouds

thy chariot, and walkeft on the wings of the wind : O thou

almighty JEHOVAH, who haft called me by thy providence td

go down to the fea in fhips, and to occupy my bufinefS in the

great waters ; grant, that as I daily fee, fo I may daily admire

thy wonders in the deep, and learn from ftorms and winds to

obey thy word. They go, O LORD, when thou biddeft them

go ; they come, when thou commandeft them to come. But

I have broken all thy commands : thou haft commanded me

to go often$ but alas ! I go riot. Thou requireft me to come'

and draw near unto thee in prayer, but alas ! I come not. Or

if I do pray Unto thee at fuch time as a ftorm comes upon me^

yet my devotion ceafes with the ftorfn, it is but like a morn

ing cloud, and as the early dew that paffeth away.

LORD, I blufh and am confounded* when I coiifider how

often thou haft magnified thy power in my prefervation, and

yet that I could continue fo ungrateful. Thou haft often

heard me when I have cried unto thee, when I have been

ftaggering to and fro, and been at my wit's end, when the

waves went up to the heavens, and down to the hell beneath^

and my foul hath fainted for very trouble : but I have forgot

ten to praife thee, O LORD, for thy gootfnefs, and to thank

thee for the wonders thou haft fhewn to me, the unworthietf

of the forts of men.

Thou waft with Noah in the ark, and his little family ; O

«Jo thou vouch fafe to guide and protect me. Thou waft with

Jenabj when he cried unto thee out of the belly of hell ; heaf

Hh 2 me
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me alfo, now I cry unto thee out of the great deep. I would

not behave more wifely in the things of this life, than in the

things which belong to my everlafting peace. Let me not be

fo careful to fhun a fhipwreck, and never fear making fhip-

wreck of faith and a good confcience. Let me not be fo care

ful to eye my compafs, and yet feldom eye thy moft holy word,

which alone can guide me through this world to the haven of

everlafting reft. Let me not every day be felicitous to be at

my wifhed -for port, and never defire to fee and enjoy thee.

Let me not daily improve every wind, and continually neglect

thofe glorious opportunities, which I enjoy of fitting myfelf

for thee. Let me not fear a ftorm, and yet never fear that

fiery tempeft, which will ere long come upon the wicked,

from thy prefence.

Keep me, O GOD, from impatience, when the winds and

feas are contrary. Grant me a lively perfuafion, that thy

providence ruleth all things ; that thou intendeft every thing

for my good, and enable me therefore patiently to tarry thy

leifure, and to give thee thanks for all things that befal rm.',

fince it is thy will in CHRIST JESUS concerning me. Let

me not complain of the weather, fince that is tacitly com

plaining of thee, my GOD.

Keep, O LORD, I befeech thee, the door of my lips, that

I may not offend thee with my tongue. O put away fwearing

far from me, and let me no longer, as I have done, cloath

myfelf with curfing as with raiment, left, as I delight in

curling, it fhould happen unto me, and as I loved not bleffing,

fo it may be far from me.

O let me no longer deceive my own foul, by thinking it

impoffible thus to offend thee with my tongue. All things are

poffible with thee, my GOD ! Purify, therefore, I befeech

thee, my heart : create in me a new heart ; renew a right

fpirit within me : for out of the abundant wickednefs con*

tained therein, my mouth hath fo often uttered profane things.

Keep me, O LORD, I befeech thee, unfpotted in my con-

verfation, and let not the evil communications, to which I am

daily expefed, corrupt my good manners. O let me never

have fellowfhip with -the unfruitful works of darknefs, but

rather give me courage to reprove them ; and, as my life ii

always in thy hand, O let me not forget thy law. .

5 Grant
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Grant, O LORD, that the crofles I meet with, may not

increafe, but rather break my paffions. Let me, in the hours

of watching, watch unto prayer, and teach me to endure

hardnefs like a good foldier of JESUS CHRIST.

Keep me, O LORD, from loving unrighteous gain, and

grant I may render unto Cafar the things that are C<efar\

and pay tribute to whom tribute is due : knowing that money

unjuftly gotten, is but laid up to the owner's hurt, and that

hereafter it will pierce me through with many forrows, and

eat my flefh as doth fire. May my one bufinefs be to lay up

Ueafures in heaven, and to fecure an intereft in thee, O blerted

JESUs, who liveft and reigneft with the Father and the Holy

Ghoft, one GOD, blefled for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

•

• '
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The Pious Soul longing for Heaven*

LORD ! how have I loved the habitation of thy houfe,

and the place where thine honour dwelleth. O glori.

ous feat ; the refidence and the workmanfhip of the great, the

mighty GOD : let me continue, let me. increafe in this love

of thee more and more.

Let this weary pilgrimage be fpent in advancing daily to

ward thee, and may the breathing of my foul after thee, fanc-

tify and comfort the labours of each day, and rtirtlh my

waking thoughts by night.

Let my heart be always where my treafure is already ; and

in this dry and defolate wildernefs, may I feel no other thirft,

than that of arriving at my heavenly Canaan, and par

taking in the fociety and the joys of that happy people, who

iuw the LORD for their GOD.

O may that GOD who made me, poffefs me in his holy

temple ! Not that I dare prefume to hope for thy beauty and

blifs upon the account of any deferts of my own ; but yet,

the humbleft fenfe of my own unworthinefs will not fink me

into defpair of it, when I refled upon the blood of Him who

died to purchafe this manfion for me. Let but his merits be ap

plied to me ; let his imerceffions affift my want of worth, and

then I am fafc ; for thofe merits cannot be overbalanced by

my fins, nor were, or can thofc prayers be ever offered up

to GOD, in vain.

For my own part, I confefs with fhame and forrow, that I

h.:v • gone aftray like a fheep that is loft, drawn out my

wandrings and my miferies to a great length, and am caft

out of the fight of my GOD, into the blindnefs and darknefs

pf a fpiritual banifhment. In this forlorn cftato I fadly be

wail the wretchednefs of my captivity, and fing mournful

fongs when I remember thee, O Jerufaltm. As yet I am at

en uncomfortable diftance, and at beft my feet (land only in

the outer courts of Sinn. The beauties of the fa.nctu.ary are

behind the veil, and kept hid from my longing eyes ; but I

am full of hope, that the builder of this fanctuary, and the

} gracipip
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gracious fl;epherd of fouls,will carry me in upoh his fhoulders,

that I may there rejoice with that gladnefs unfpeakable,

which all thofe happy faints fee), who are already admitted

into the prefence of their GOD and Saviour ; the Saviour who

hath opened his royal palace to all believers, by abolifhing the

enmity in his flcfh, and reconciling all things in heaven and

earth by his own blood.

He is our peace, who hath made both one, and broken

down the middle wall of partition, promifmg to give us the

fame degree of happinefs in his own due time, which is already

enjoyed in thee. For thus he hath declared, that they who

are worthy to obtain that world and the refurrcction from the

dead, fhall be equal unto the angels. O Jerufalem, the

eternal habitation of the eternal GOD ! may'ft thou be the

fecond darling of my foul, and only he be preferred before

thee in my affection, who fhed his blood to make me worthy of

thee. Be thou the joy and comfort of my languifhing mind,

my great fupport in hardfhips and diftrefles ; may the remem

brance of thee be ever fweet, and the mention of thy name

a holy means to drive away all forrow from my foul.

|

An Aft of Praife.

BLESS the LORD, O my foul, and all that is within me

blefs his holy name. Blefs the LORD, O my foul, and

forget not all his benefits. O praife the LORD, all ye works

of his, in all places of his dominions; praife the LORD, O

my foul.

Let us magnify that great GOD, whom angels praife,

whom dominions adore, whom powers fall down and tremble

before; whofe excellent glory cherubim and feraphim pro

claim with loud mediant voices : let us bear a part in this

heavenly fong, and together with angels and archangels, and

all the company of heaven, laud and magnify that glorious

name ; let us tune our voices with theirs, and though we

cannot reach their pitch, yet will we exert the utmoft of our

(kill and power, in this tribute to the fame common LORD ;

and fay with them, as poor mortals are able, Holy, holy,

holy, LORD GOD of Hofts ; heaven and earth are full of thy

glory ; glory be to thee, O LORD moft high.

H h 4 " For
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For thefe are the happy fpirits, who offer a facrifice of pure

praife before the throne of GOD continually, who are ever

wrapt in the contemplations of his perfections ; and fee them,

not like us through a glafs darkly, but near at hand, and face

to face.

What tongue can exprefs, what thought conceive, the

admirable beauty, the exact order, the numberlefs multitude

of this heavenly hoft F The inexhauflrble fource ofjoy fpring-

ing from the beatific vifion ; the fervent love which minifters

delight without torment ; the ever-growing defire, which

fifes with their fatisractions, and the grateful latisfactions,

which crown that defue ; a defire always eager, and never1

uneafy, always full, and never cloyed : the bleflednefs derived

down to them, by their infeparable union to the fountain of

all blifs ; th* light communicated to them from 'the original

light ; trie happy change into an immutable nature, by feeing

the immutable GOD as he is, and btiflg transformed into the

likencfs of him they fee ?

. i- •;: , how, alas ! fhuuld we hope to compjicfajcpd the divi

nity and blifs of angels to far above us, whence fcel eurielves

unable to. find out the nature an,d perfection. ,t,f nur.xery foul

within us ? What fort of being muft this be, which infpires

a lump of dead flefh with life and activity, and yet, when

moft defirous fo to do, cannot confine its thoughts to holy

exercifes : What a mixture of power and impotence is here?

How great, and yet how poor and- little is this principle,-

which dives into the fecrets of the moft highi fearches the

deep things. of GOD,, and expands itfelf to eeleftral' objects,

at the fame time that it is forced to employ its talene in the

invention of ufeful arts, and to ferve the neceffities of a mor

tal life f What fort of creature is this, that knows' fo much

of other things, and fo little of itfelf i fo ingertious in matters

abroad, fo perfectly in the da*k to what is 'done at home ?

Specipus but very difputable - notions have iridecd been

advanced concerning the origin of our foul ; but all we

know of it, amounts at laft to this ; that it is an intellectual

Spirit, created by the Almighty power of irs divine maker,

endued with fuch an immortality as he was pleafed to qualify

it for ; enlivening and fuftaining a body .fubject to change,

corruption, and death, and liable to all the unequal aifcdions

*. of
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of. fear and joy, and every turbulent paffion,- that in their

turns exalt and deprefs, enlarge or contract its power.

And what an amazing thing is this now ! The more wo

attend to ic, the more we fhall find ourfelves loft in wonder.

When we read, or fpeak, or write of GOD, the great creator

of the uniyerfe, we czn diftinguifh ourfelves clearly and di-

flin&ly, though at the fame time his perfections be too vaft,

for our words to exprefs, or our minds to comprehend ; the

fubjedt, not of an adequate conception, but of an awful

aftonifhment.

But when we defcend lower, and treat of angels and. created

fpnits, of fouls united to bodies, and beings of the fame

. level with, or a condition inferior to oiy own ; we are not

able to fupport pur ideas with proofs fo inconteftable ; and

find it impracticable to fatisfy ourfelves or others in the en

quiries concerning them.

Why then fhould we, to fo very little purpofe, hover un

certainly about thefe lower regions, and fpend our time and

pains in groping in the dark? No, let our minds rather en

large their thoughts, and take a nobler range ; let them

leave all created objects behind, and run, and mount, and

fly aloft : andr taking faith to the affiihnce of reafon, fix

their eyes, with the utmoft intenfenefs our nature will bear,

upon the Crea.or, the Univerfal Caufe.

Yes, I will make a ladder, like that of Jacob's, reaching

from earth to heaven, and as by rounds, go up from my

body to my foul, from my own foul to that eternal Spirit

that made it ; who fuftains, preferves it always with me,

about me, above me ; thus flopping over all the intermediate

ftages of beings, and re-uniting my own foul to -Him from

whom it came, and in whofe image it was created.

Whatever bodily eyes can difcern, whatever leaves im-

preffions upon my imaginative faculty, fhall be refolutely fet

out of the way, as a hinderance to that more abftrac."r.ed con

templation, whicl-. my mind is defirous to indulge.

A pure and fimple act of the underftanding, is that which

muft carry me up, and boldly foar at once to the Creator of

aftgels, and fouls, and of all things.

And happy is that foul, which, refufing to be detained by

low and viler objects, directs its flight to the nobleft and moft

exalted
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exalted, and, like the eagle, builds its neft in the top of the

rocks, and keeps its eye fteady upon the Sun of righteoufnefs ;

for no beauty is fo charming, no pleafure fo tranfporting, as

that with which our eyes and mind are feafted, when our

greedy fight and eager affections are determined to our GOD

and Saviour, as to their only proper center; when, by a.

wondrous myftical, but true and fpiritual act of vifion, we

fee him who is invifible ; behold a light far different from

this which chears our fenfes, and tafte a pleafure infinitely

fweeter than any this world and its joys can afford ; for this is

a (hort and infmcere pleafure ; this is a dim and feeble light,

confined to a narrow fpace, always in motion from us, and

in few hours put out by conftant returns of darknefs : thefe

are enjoyments which the great Creator hath diftributed to

brutes, nay, to the vileft of infects, in common with man

kind ; and therefore let us thirft and afpire after fuch as are

truly divine , for what even fwine and worms fhare with us,

cannot deferve the name of light and pleafure, but, in com -

parifon of thofe more refined, are to be eftecmed no better

than pain and night.

Now to GOD the Father, &c.

JNDEX
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